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January to December 1985 


World: C urcnes 
! ney 
ie GE 20 
ABORIGINAL RIGHTS 
ABORTION 
New denominations, technology mark. US ‘march for), life!) -------7--7--7--- 02.955 
USmeenomiaarion debates. abortion, Policy, ——n nw enn men ee Te 03. 80 
AFGHANISTAN 
AFRICA 
Ne Lh germans means enrerein ewe we th  e en ck m e n he epms nsae mn s an m be a apie 6 
I te ne tear nt rears ree me ce sh meme te ene meee nr 10, aA 
Meemethodists have African higher education plans -------------------—~ 5 br Ray fo 
AID & GRANTS 
Beet en Methodists appeal on overseas ald ~———-—————-——-—---n ero ee— 5-25 Ol. 09 
Remeelous groups said to.be philanthropic. leaders ------------>-77--- 7 Od, 02 
North American denominational giving surveyed ------->333 3-3 02. 64 
Eehaopian church raising funds, for drought. victims .o-cte-scoottesor st O2, oG7 
French church aid agency criticizes Paris-Dakar auto race ------------- 02. 71 
East European church help for Ethiopia drought victims ---------------- 03. 07 
EASIER Ge Sn emmsaclgatety ankyrin ywoewserce ores aah ceo TG MOAT Ts A” eM age REE Od:smb A 
UK Reformed say higher taxes okay to support overseas aid -----~~------- 03. 64 
British church reps act on famine, East-West relations, disarmament --- 04, 13 
Church groups ask prevention as well as relief for famine ------------- 04. 15 
Mecieat do eent. to Canadian Indian Dan crm rer errmmrscmecreenencnpeen—inewmere ener OS: tise 
Ween eteps seston drought in: Rthionla. so panne ann nw nen nee ry ee 05. 61 
So AUER SIG SEY TSE 7 Ga err snetartmetartn’ teeter orate a eon eer aren a aa OFnicel.3 
Zimbabwe church leaders give thanks for drought aid, make appeal ------ Os. mie 
Unutt we eopeeredvond alter Mexican quakes mona nme ener 10. 04 
Te CUGt nee mcm a tlocates. |! Farms Al df cn mrececsss mance senso eeeceom se ciate fe Bema 10. 30 
US$ 1M in ecumenical aid sought for Angola ----~-----t>—-r errr 1Osim52 
Greek government proposes to give monastic land to landless ----------- 10. 88 
Conerosar samedi yes 1.85. mit 11 00 US Gi pepe ree cera merrs ornns nrc 10.102 
PRG’ churcn agency responds to-criticism)-s-3-—342— tS eee 11. 06 
Scottish Congregationalists urge European food aid -------------------- lich 25 
Church aid appeal follows Colombia volcano's eruption) -7----7---7-77----- 43.266 
WCC launches Uganda, Nicaragua appeals totalling US$ 2.25 million ----- hoe 597 


ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


i aoe rn Duma erences sesolon, PldUNed Aasmaan es 05. 23 
AP rie wie Church aesemoly postponed: till” 1967 (meee 09. 82 
Dismissals at African church conference disputed ------------—--------—- BA ig ie 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


Amnesty International in India gets first Christian chairman ---------- Us He ae) 
ANGLICAN 

Central American Anglicans consider autonony, =——-—-----—-———-——--—---—-=-_ OZ. tok 
Scottish Anglican bishops say majority lacking on female priests ------ Use 51 
English diocese: gives up meetings fom Lent) —-------~--——----——---——-—————— O32. 53 
Ugandan Anglican*dioceses reported "closed on 03. 86 
Anglican Church of Canada looks at its human rights violations -------- 04, 23 
First’ inter-Anglican development) conterence 5G) 04, 25 
“Canterbury's Visit and Anglican-Roman Rapprochement,, --—---—------———-——— 04. 71 
“Reflections on’ the Welsh Church (Census) | —-—--—--- OSend 2 
Runcie in Australia: women's ordination so-so sso— 9 oor os 
English Anglicans get first black. bishop -—---—-———---_- ~~~ === ——~ OS. oad 7 
Female deacons approved by English Anglican synod ~--------------~-----~-- 7 
Australian Anglicans move towards women's ordination ---~---------------— a) sta fe 
International’ Anglican-RC dialogue continues -----------—-----._--- 5 09. 81 
US. Anglicans act on several issues ------—-------------—— oe eo 
Australian; Anglicans *get-first ‘aboriginal bishop >—-—--—~——— == 105.69 
Runcie and ‘pope-to: meat dn February tn ind a lier 
Runcie says ‘more effective’ Anglican links may be needed ------------- 12. 04 
ANGOLA 

Angolan: United Methodists mark)100 yeats) —<------——-— 4 ee 034 25 
US$ 1M in ecumenical aid sought for Angola ---------------------------- Tore sc 


ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS 


Ang bicans mark +450 my Gar nr re snide e 
Danish Keformed-cerepratée S00 Ver he oe i et ee ee O2. 220 
SA bishops approve prayer day on Soweto anniversary ------------------- OZ. 94 
British Methodists mark 150 years of ministerial training ------------- O2 48 
Pope announces surprise synod to mark Vatican II anniversary ---------- 02 59) 
Church difficulties on Australian bicentennial said possible -------~--- 03. 42 
Angolan United’ Methodists nark' Sl00' years -- =~ = = 03 j 450 
Bombing's 40th anniversary marked by Dresden churches ----------------- ere 
Methodist) centennial in Malaysia and S5lagapoce. —-- 5 lO 
Ugandan ‘bishops voite concern ---———~-—-=—— 3 rn 03 ...88 
40th anniversary of Bonhoeffer martyrdom to be marked ----------------- 03 le 
German church reps jointly mark end-of-war anniversary ------7-------~--— 04. 03 
" Ass TR Pay OR ree Nee a ene 04. 11 
Czechoslovaks mark 1100th death anniversary of Greek missionary ------- 04, Lo 
"WCUMLeGter OMPATNIVerearles COL G 1a Ce me eee eee ae eae 04. 95 
"WCCoMessage "on Swapo Antaverea ty ee eas 04. 96 
“German Church Statenent’ on End or World Wat Li ————3—-—-3 =e Oe Ble? 
RomandanlOrchodor mark Century Of -aucocepnal yo ae a 05. 60 
"70th? Anniversary of the Atmenian*Martyrs (24 May) =——-——————- ~~~ = — Do. 3.1. 
“Pragér. for an-End"t6 Unjust Buveern Sout at CL Oa.) aes ne Ob, 11 
"Ref léctions on Edinbaret 1910 9 -- 2 ee UG..-31 
"WCC Statement on SPCU's 25th Anniversary” --—--— 3-3 rn nee 06. 74 
Bulgarian church marks 1100th anniversary of Saint Methodius ---------- OTT 05 
"World War II Anniversaries” -e errr r 07. 49 
“Edinburgh 1985" ---—-- 3-9 pn ne nn nn en ee eS OTv-51 


/continued 


ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS (continued) 


“AGWOTUrt TOM WARG Onstte boLrct. OL. Nantes c.cSsse—esrsriones rise coos. 08. 33 
WCC sends letter to bishops on anniversary of Vatican II -------------- 08. 41 
Ecumenical training programme in Botswana marks first decade ---------- 08. 43 
Tenth anniversary of Helsinki Accords marked ecumenically ------------- 08. 46 
Philippine RC leader faults government ‘deception! -------------------- 09.537 
ee oh ee Ok). eae in eee een cn een re ean ee ES eR NT STE ST 09. 48 
Eris marks £50 vests Of COLietianel yO Cuele ton na won a "IPSN Cl CS ke 092 71 
MOfavians,  baptists @arciny anniversaries Sees “getnsnnse oC Sens LO7536 
Gabe be Wels PS 3 (9 ie hn, ia) bo yy lacheipetpmentantpepetnesinapincremm de i> Or as oa cae se ee a rE a Se ee oe LOt 372 
ANnLVeLsaty OF rota priests murder sma (kedenn4—-— Teen Cote ee BO09 7: 
Sstuttvart Conrese.on 2 40th anniversary marked! sw we-siyec te ce bavi ots 
Potisn—werman worsnlp asks reconciliation ,s-so-wteriote Ne oe 11. 44 
Beqmenical schotarships mark’ 40th anniversary (3-9-9432 LZHO2 
Frontier Internship in Mission programme marks quarter century -------- 23703 
Uganda government declares holiday to mark martyrs' centennial -------- £2 eS 
Wan acaremant Of GN0p4alL ANNLVersary, press ean Oo ee Wate gS, 
APPOINTMENTS 
Russian Orthodox Church names new WCC representative ------------------ Ol. 47 
Coegpro Neca l ted-as WCC  eecT etary -- mone eee ee or ie Cr 0238.37 
Staisett. to“head staff of* Lutheran World’ Federation, ------7------------ 02. 38 
Mekane Yesus assembly meets, elects president ~---r ttre rrr rrr O2ea87 3 
Heer? EDDOLNCS (08W exeCutl Ves: panne re Ee TIT eT, 02. 81 
Sraveett, successor chosen ~---~— nn err oT 038" 92: 
ET AAI pede eh oe Bitte ae ieee Saale ta Tree MS ee Bl Peet ME ES RR Ae 03.121 
New Zealand Anglican primate to become governor-general ----------~----- 04. 64 
Japanese ecumenical council gets new general secretary ------3----~------ 05. 14 
Roos Tele; Ce Pres US tt on a ee a ees Seer Renew 05. 28 
_Amnesty International in India gets first Christian chairman ---------- O5qu29 
See elec oWiss genera: 6ecrelary \ eS ee cenSte Set imeo sn O5>'53 
DEERE TOP OUnORL Lon @lee CS 10S pte er er ee ee et FIRE Cali lTe ses 055 b/ 
Cameroon Presbyterians choose new leadership --rrrr rrr rrr rrr rrr O5n 76 
Rieter ene licans eet first black. bi shop. s-sseceneer tse esto tote 05. 77 
Newowdeteeian Aid director announced. =~"<ssssr CearITes No Snot eae See 06. 49 
Franciscans continue their leadership, despite papal advice ----------- 06. 64 
Maventiscs te-slect™ their world. leader spss eso er ee M7 S203 
Dames PLC ANS CRO Se Te WL er ee on 09. 80 
Namen ar evo ae Ol 2eLe CLS O01 BOD. ore rn 10. 43 
pale VPN PER geal gt y Polk ae Teicher Ea Ea hs deena as a eae ae etd ala ch aa aaa et 104158 
PRE SOR ME Wee ae Pk 9 os Ce I aaah a ere oa rch aaa ace Aes os 
Australian Anglicans’ get first aboriginal bishop ssc ee 10. 69 
West German church synod elects news council head --------------------- 11. 68 
Anglican council adds mission/social issues secretary --~-------------- gee 
ARCHITECTURE 
Romanian Orthodox begin rebuilding theological institute -------------- 06. 76 
NOtKE CeSUmes VNememeL oer aoe Cure le ee 08. 16 
Australian Anglicans plan national ecumenical centre ------------------ 08. 59 
nico ewor.d Churen weacersni p Centre: beings built --------------~-------— 10. 14 


ARGENTINA 

Argentstie DYShops’ceny COUP LLC UC Ys a te ot to ee ee ee OF, 
“Chri sttanttry-and*"Poputart RODS SLO | ee rere oe 
-treedoem and -Responsi bykity ” Jeee sre nn ee tsp 
Argentife prestdent~to’ addrésseweCriceti nee tr ne ee 06. 
Argentine, -UR"CHUrCh TEps MCel.) Ue te men ee err ee Oy, 
The W6C “Tn Arvent ina ee oe 
Will is lacking to implement church unity says WCC leader ------------- 08. 
Brhect Ss [OL“Borrrcase on eChmeul SM Cl Clit tp ee 08. 
WOC¢ (finance talcrinate sara “stuny anon C OO Ge ee en 08, 
WCCtmaderator“higilients Nuneer, tesource "slat ile ne 08. 
WCQ comm tree-“bepitis’Tts "work wi Cinewer ey te 08. 
WCGavrites “UN; ~church™on emergency in south “Attica —-_--—-___-———_-———— 08. 
Central America fasturged at wCc neeci ne 08, 
Argentine Indians stress rights at church-supported conference -------- 08. 
Eugene, ‘Carson Blake dies)? was’ WCC Leader 1967-1972 -—=—--==<=+—---—----——— 08. 
Argentine president to church: help on rights, debts, justice -------- 08. 
Argentine Wuman™“ripghts situarion on WCCO aend 8 oe 08. 
World church “reps reflect\on “aspects of God’s justice —-----=+--—--————== 08. 
Church in Argentitas % Gi VGrag Gy. Clik ee a ee ee 08, 
"General SECTECATY “S REVOLT er eee 08. 
"WOGE'S Cat ement ae arid Wood Le tic ee ar ee 08, 
"wc Concerns and Actions” in International Affairs “--—-———-————-———_~ 08. 
WCC has new deputy general secretary, and other staff ----------------- 08, 
UK, Argentine church reps in Falklands/Malvinas dialogue -------------- 08. 
Women s,u youth*e" rule om Wolld CNUICH 4pRenUa ~~ 66m ree 08, 
World church reps join march for Argentine ‘disappeared’ -------------- 08. 
WCC sends letter to bishops on anniversary of Vatican II -------------- 08, 
Ghrietiansohatingtitedd tee eesss. 08. 
Wa Vv yee C9) hota cornered aa ela a etek won mea eae ugiced mstgcioares etarine™ mio a tet kay mA ee 08. 
Roundups. worid-cthurchecommast teerin Ar gsent 1 ta 08. 
World church*committee spéaks”on public issues —-=*"=-—--_—-———-=*--——— 08. 
World chirch*mectings” sete WCC assembly to’ be in; 1991°------———----__— 08. 
World church reps discuss proselyticm, %spiricuality —————_--_--—--—-_- 08. 
World Council of Churches getting seven new members -~--~W~-3-3--3-3-~-----— 08. 
“Church@Recommendatrons on sOULUeIt ALT) Cg 0 08. 
WCC ‘'genéral ‘secretary “sends noté%on Chile °=—<---=—=-+--—--=<+--—— = — 09. 
WUC and \lewish beaters meet 1 AL Sees ky ete te nn er nereeee 09. 
British Council of Churches calls for careful sanctions against SA ---- 12. 
ARMENTA 

“Armenian Claims -and*icumenical Responet Oi) ty) ay 
” 70th Anniversary of thetArmentanemartty ts C24 MAY) op 05. 


ASIA (REGION) 
Bscalating militarization in) Asta anda rac Ul. 6 a oe Ol. 


ATHEISM 
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AUSTRALIA 

AUSBEat anVAns  LiGCans ureeinovertyctaskalorca sree eee 2a tst- a4 02. 
Mureiculturallemiand the, Lburch.wme=2ereH=—sngetos 0s. 8st 30 ete tte ae O2§ 
Church difficulties on Australian bicentennial said possible ---------- O35 
Church consultation supports NZ government on nuclear ships ----------- 03. 
Plowards*auChristianeunderustanding sof Péacedte494-~ <= 04. 
"Canterbury's Visit and Anglican-Roman Rapprochement"™ --~--------------- 04. 
ROnGte in tAustesl ia: sivomen siordidation =ssssett- tt ee 05, 
Uniting church in Australia gives Aborigines ministry responsibility -- 06. 
Australian church agencies warn on increased poverty -~-73-3r333-3- 7-3 -- = 06. 
Australian Anglicans plan national ecumenical centre ------------------ 08. 
Australian Anglicans move towards women's ordination ------------------ 09. 
PREIS A Sa ey ROE ye Seat abe NG ORS llamas: sag tet tao en rca Ramla Sen dene ee Og. 
Revect. sm controversies bubble in Australia, GDR -------------—-----"-"— 09, 
AUSCTAr eu vane ccans gec: first adoricinal bishop —---<-------------~---— 10 
CERRGeeno tr eand ee neuChar chit siras anes aaa re e orer e eeree 10 
CEemietacet Proplend int RitaimAuattalial wrar css sss er ee 10 
VienEeen Come Canber fea oer retteroes eee Roe nnr rs Tarr oe ee Ue 
Australian RC bishops urge protection of Aboriginals ------------------ 1% 
AUSTRIA 

Austrian church workers protest Danube construction ---7---------------- U2. 
Polish RC-state relations said at “lowest ebb in 15 years" ------------ 06. 
AWARDS 

1985 World Methodist Peace Award goes to Jimmy Carter -------------~---- Ol. 
POrperavscoreseldentohoiourediaseseseso esate resis oe ee 01. 
BUSeer ene 0ethodox. bonsurePolteris Sesser restr sore no eC ree et eee 02. 
Mavaue*uLologaetetorcet Téhpleton .Prizged-se-Htesserees-Sces------ 03. 
Latvia: Lutheran archbishop dies; RC bishop honored -------------~---- 09, 
RCO Ae Ded pes 26 COC Wie a Oa ee meen me 10. 
Wauge. eBoeeak, “Winnie l Mandela sharésawa td Comet eee eee 10. 
BANGLADESH 

Eisnopsytovaive: withsipogrsfor acweekir<se estate ese ect 04. 
A million Muslims said to become Christians in Bangladesh ----~--------- 06. 


BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY (BEM) 


9 official BEM responses said 'generally positive’ -------------------- 02), 
ChurcheGer sweden’ assenbhi vaneetsl “soe ese eeeret eee 03. 
French Chureh reos meet. to. discuss, BEM smereeceanerrier res eee 03. 
Vatican, WCC reps meet on social thought and action -----333-3 >>> 04. 
Kirk assembly welcomes BEM, church unity reports ~------7--------3-------- 05% 
Sti got letatey Oe Belek fo) 5, RO deeincabee a giacee iy or eee ee wel ons ay car robes emcee ete ace aa a 06. 
Orthodox) symposium sees’ *hew ecumenical! stage! '-—-—-+--~----------------—~ 07. 
BEM process encouraging, complex, commission hears ~-----7-----3---------- 08. 


Italian Waldensian/Methodist synod questions BEM, state aid ----------- 09. 


20 
65 


BAPTIST 

Baptists: seel<bo0 lta tem EE ee eae ee O27 U6 
Japanesé Bapttistseapdtogtzerta KORG ANG cn cg ly ele cee a ee ee ee Oe. OL 
USSR Baptiste-hold+centenniall Congress \aq34 4728 04. 51 
Danish-Burundi mission connection said threatened ----~3---3------------— Ob. Zo 
Baptists) MGVEn Ste tn i ae 06. 42 
8000. attend—Loth-Baptist cong tessis-s-= a ee NS iil ee 
Roman Catholics--and-Bapttsets tin dTalo ge meer a aI Os. oe 
Soviet -Baptists meet delegates ‘to youth festival —----——-—--+--<-------- OF. 38 
Moravians, .Bapetsts-marking anniiverda ties. no, 3D 
Italian Baptists favor some kind of agreement with state -------------- LU. oie 
FRG Bapti st.-stafl f-change sto a ee LO. 67 
BELGIUM 

Commission sends famine message to European Community -~---------------- 03.109 
Church groups ask prevention as well as relief for famine ------------- 04. 15 
Beloian. Protesrantbe deciine papal, uv CAG 0 lg re enn 2, ae 
Conferente Jooks--at-local™ciu rene 106.0 tel 06. 34 
Burundi ambassador discounts, persecution report syn a 09... D9 
BIBLE 

Kenya Bible-~Soetety-reactsi\ to’ smuggled’ 31 dies: ———-—-—--————————— 04. 66 
ithe BLbisrand People OF Ot era Etat 06 cere mementos noe eee 10. 49 
BIO-ETHICS 

UK church reps-ditfer-onrbioteétitcs. (sees 7 3 O01. 44 
Swedish church board warns on bioethical issues ~~~ ---r-— rrr 12. oe 
BOLIVIA 

“BOLEVLAIS BLO PS ae ene ee re Da. "33 
BOTSWANA 

Ecumenical training programme in Botswana marks first decade ---------- 08. 43 
BRAZIL 

Nonviolent strategies are Brazilvchurch=labout. lanka eee a a 5 aes 
Brazdl: Lutherans~protest: US Ceut rad amerita policy ——-—___ _-__—__-_.__-__ 05. 68 
Braziidan) church leaders -ask—authedtic demoucwicy. «2. 07. 04 
New Brazilian-church“reader affims activisc policies —- 09. 43 
Brazilian) bishop's: Nicaragua visit’ prompts controversy -—-----—------—--—- LO’. 26 
Brazilian Lutheran leader voices Contadora Group support ---3-33----~-~-~ 10. 94 
‘Partdalavictory!-forsBraziitanihuneer ett. kers  tepor.ed | -——————-— ke eae f= 
BRETHREN 

BULGARIA 

Bulgarian Orthodox honour, Pot tet rr mr a 2 aL 
CEC elect Swiss general ‘sectetaty hres ee he ese 
Bulgarian church marks 1100th anniversary of Saint Methodius --~-------- Uv aS 


Orthodox to meet in 1987 on mission -<-<---------~-----------------———--== oD og 


BURMA 

Burmese church seeks ibiberation fromiwest eqn -ssrrtenar Crean Teor TT Dies 22 
BURUNDI 

Danish-Burundi mission connection said threatened ~-r errr rrr N6aa25 
Burundi ambassador discounts persecution reports -rrrrr rrr rrr 09, 09 
Churchssituattonein Burundi prompts »papalyconcernesretr ttre 09 a333 
CAMEROON 

Cameroon Presbyterians choose new leadership -rrrrr rrr rr rrr rrr rrr 05. 76 
CANADA 

CanadianenCasdrop rout cof nintetiaith nétwork erent ren nr 01. S08 
Church reps opposing return to death penalty in Canada ---~---------~--~-- 02. 04 
Canad fanvdenominationtconsiderasNative-untt-coccr rc Ss nee 02. 47 
Canadian denomination urging divorce reform action -rrr rrr rrr rrr 02. 48 
NopreligiousypaviltoneforrCanadiannexpositionsc-- rs ee 03. 59 
Proposal to enforce prayer, Bible reading resisted ~-rrrr rrr 03. 60 
Canadian United Church inaugurates French-speaking presbytery --------- 03. 61 
RC associate membership expected in Canadian church council ----------- O34 142 
United Church of Canada issues ‘economic crisis’ document ------------- 03.116 
Canadian church leaders protest government broadcast cuts ~--7-7-7------- 03.127 
Anglican Church of Canada looks at its human rights violations -------- 04, 23 
School funding proposal creates ecumenical debate ~--rrr rrr rrr rrr rr 04. 65 
Church reps see few gains for native Canadians at meeting ------------- 05. 04 
Lenes sepecuurcntunideastalks: bérmninatedpery ss mess rane Sele ECON 05. 07 
Cae nentersencuso Cadadvansindian. bands rrr rn OD hz 
Canadian, US RC bishops criticize US aid to Nicaraguan rebels --------- 05, 38 
Canadian Anglican Primate Scott announces retirement ---~------~--------- 06. 26 
Iwo -new Canadian denominations formed ~---s 22s SET OT BEEN oe 06. 44 
Canadian church leaders urge immigration reform -mrrr rrr rrr 06. 78 
Scanedianncouncil of Churches AssemDly ona ose TIT CO o- e 06. 82 
CRUSE AOD CODUIE , UNG CUCDOBULE ADE ALCS Rm i ee er npn ne ee nn neat 09. 34 
Canadian church leaders fault immigration plans --------~--------------- O98 23 
Plans for Canadian Interfaith Network cut drastically ----------------- 302 adh 
Tompariie Cannan and US Ghristianity | ereey- ans ca Ree ne ST Te bb27139 
Aid to church schools an issue in Canadian province ----------------~--- 11. 48 
CAPE VERDE 

Portuguese-speaking African church leaders in meeting ------------~----- 12001 h.0 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


Church reps opposing return to death penalty in Canada --------~-------- 02. 04 
Irish Presbyterian moderator for capital punishment -----~--~-~---------- 06. 51 
Ecumenical program appeals on torture and capital punishment --------~-- O90 [712 


CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


Reoncern forothenCani bbeansFutureé ti aeay soci OFe +65 
Is os Tat ogee ey ie pre LON g Wt a AR Re I BND adele ace Se aceasta pei rina renin ena DSz-51 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


CentraliAnericane ang i¢aus consider autonucny -—--- ee O2. “6% 
‘Evangelicals in? Centra: Aneticat@ oe ee 02..,.94 
US UCC leaders urged Central America policy Chatives: es ae 0 uae Be 
Brazil Lutherans. protest’ USrCentral*Americatpolicy--+—--—--- == 05. 68 
BCC speaks on Sri Lankan immigrants and US Nicaragua policy ----------- 06. 20 
Some Central American RCs said to seek safety as evangelicals --------- 06.41 
Central American Anglican bishops condemn US embargo ----33-3-33-3-=------= 06. 69 
Central ‘America fast urcedTati wc meeting —<--—-— ee 08... O07, 
World church? commit tee: speaks on’ publics sss = 08. 54 
“WwCCy Pastoral*=Letterto"Chorch a no Centrralmaientca: = ——- 03... 63 
Notwegian chtren’counetiron Central America -———_-_._- 10. 08 
Brazilian Lutheran leader voices Contadora Group support -------------- 104494 
Marchbers to ‘seek peace in. Central America set 3 se re Lisoo 
CHILE 
“Chr stians and? Huma men 1 eat ore GUL te nee eer ae OP is eae 
Chilean grassroots Christian groups said to get stronger -------------- O2 01 82 
SoGtologisterstudy Chi lemavanvel Loalet a OS... 108 
US (church atrention’to Chile SleGation Ot 0d Se 03.104 
Rights. activists’ deattis’ prompe WNuUlci! PYOC Sw om OS 
Chile church reps express sorrow, solidarity on assassinations -------- 04. 63 
Methodists” speak on sicuatiog GeMChi te Se ee 08. 58 
WCCl generalmsecretary sends*note’ on Chile —— ee ee ee 09. 42 
Live broadcast of Chilean Independence Day mass banned --~-----~-~-------- 10. 41 
Chitieaneworkers discuss. COMML CIRGIC Sn ee a ee 10.459 
WCC supporting Chilean asylum seekers in Switzerland ------------------ je RP 
Chilean bishops accuse government of state terrorism ----------------~-- Dt gfe: 
CHINA 
China: dioceseenistes CWO. DISROOS | smn ae Ol. 22 
China church leaders encourage some contributions from abroad -------~~ 02. O1 
“Imp PessvonS OL A Wise LO COLNE. mir a ee ee 02. 36 
ChineserCatholics otdain auxiliary DiShops 8 ee 02.490 
China asks: Norway Church to fun major Uli Vell 9 a ee 03. 69 
“Resurrection of the Chinese’ Church Ci)? “ae a eo Aiea 04. 07 
"ReSUrrection Tor the chipese:COUlCh (CLL) | enn eee 04. 08 
Careetigns tu Chita establish foumiat 1 OT eee coe ee OA; 12 
Background to, the Amity Foundation 0 —<-————— e e  eee 04. 34 
“Resurrection of the Chinese Churcnl Lear ea 04. 35 
“Five Challenges Facing Chinese Protestants )>—-—-————— 04. 73 
Resurrectioi or Che Chinese Cure Ly oan eer 04. 92 
“Chinese Church Délegation Visite @indianl 3 y  ene) 04. 93 
Japanese, Taiwanese denominations sign covenant ~q wrt rrr errr 03.43 
Chinese academic questions Marx's religion view ---------m errr OD. gee 
“Questions from Ciiitiese Semintariane eee 05. 41 
Amity Fotind ation" Lect 0g re ene eae 05. 67 
"Ohaamences Tor Taiwanesesr testy ter. nue ee 0S. 52 
US ecumenical group to provide teachers for China ~~~ >> >t 333-3 = O93. weld 
fvogerian church ‘reps visit. Chi tae ser ca ae 1 SD 
Norwegian Covenant Church reduces China university plans --~~-------~--- ni ey 
"Relawtow in Chita "lo 12. 43 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA (CCA) 


TEieao) pat Pano Gels tener ora nt Wome i nnn ener ne ere rT Tea 
PAR ADT Oe VONeR 66 Us tte eee eo ee Daa See EEGe 2 Ton Cae 
Miepttvetteatoh Peoples (tn tAst 2 igen e ees mnwer er eee ao IOS S0ST oe 
eateud puresrottDomi sation atnoAsia Uodayn o-rta ema meeeseerresos Intros 
“Realizing the Freedom and Unity of the Church in Asia” -~-------------- 
Asian ‘church assemblyselects newgleadershipicsey-ttsrin sit tari 
Indonesians suspend role in Asian church conference decision-making --- 
een CGC Sueee tne Sc oo Eten oe oe oes Te TTT SEO lon Slt Lele 


CHRISTIANITY 


China church leaders encourage some contributions from abroad --------- 
PGommanea tL UgeCaM Stianhty 0 vast en rr ee 
Resurrection of ithe rcChineseiChurch Gl) estes ee 
tReeurrecetoan ofthe pChimese (Church (11L)S tse era 
Fallwell apologises for endorsing 'Christian America’ ----------------- 
Theaieoaoc @psnd yOhristian Witnes 6 eee ee 
Mimaeee wear bia resseWhatetosAcc ént.. bier tS i 
“Christianity and 'Popular Religion'” 
wie escort stian inpthesContenporary (World | e-<—etrets scr eee 
Peeetar soll cvyeanacof iChtistianityutheret qs ser errs TT ee 


poomea st og Cuanadien ands Christianity sta aa ee 


CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 


see en Ee pce th 2 Catn pomiee ate eo senits oe ammrere aero rset ae Tia Seer eee ee 
Bee Appes bhroeChristians |Throughourtthe: Worldutssstcsst sere eters 
"CPC Appeal to the Heads of all Governments" -------rr errr rr rrr 
Serena ts 1etonus seUSSR SP restddnt 6 oir Seer er eens arose art Tot 


CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY INTERNATIONAL (CSI) 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE (CEROC) 
CHURCHES' COMMITTEE ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN EUROPE 
CHURCH & SOCIETY (see also CULTURE & SOCIETY) 


Tieegecnurcn studiesetheitechnoloricahsas eres See ee 
AR AC OC tern GAC Up oer nme ne me mn nn nome me nner nero encores 
US religious groups file shareholder resolutions --------~-~---~---~-----~- 
Etesbyeewens utrgerest ective tplurelisn---—-s 
ek eet Cee ee Ot AB a OC yh cere ee reer acter a ence nnn sem aren nae 
BWR peter pont Meee UA ECE Game ole Oley lst ORR cgi owt perenne a arta: We hate dma cer “a RRR Rie Gm a TROT TE 
Manhead at renomi nation considers tNatine: Up Lit remem 
Auetralian tAnge vicans mirvespovertystask force ee 
Meeting studies pastoral issues in African context -----3-3---3----------- 
United Church of Canada issues ‘economic crisis’ document ------------- 
[nae eeroundktoctee nimi ty sfhoundari on ies es srt 
Bas Go petLowmlive Mert i f ifort sa We ek Be rr nnn nl anit 2 
US Lutheran office asks apology to Japanese, Aleuts ---7------~---------- 
US Lutheran committee endorses ll-point policy on agriculture --------- 
Africans recommend holiness, usefulness in church buildings ----------- 
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CHURCH & SOCIETY (continued) 


“Fivyey Challenges” Paci fe? Chinese. ’rotestants:  ———— 
International church & society committee outlines 1980s plans --------- 
Vatican) WCCr reps tmééetr on’ social’ thougnt: andesction --<“-<>——=--—.-— 
Ecumenical meeting considers response to US farm crisis -----~---------- 
TAC Chucehs and Socretyevis lone snes Ste oreo oe se aes ee ee 
Noaviolent*strategies are Brazilochurch=1otourelinkyse ree s28- 6 =~ 
Chilfiese “academie ‘questfotis Marx *s “religion view )+-------——--———-~—---—-— 
Finnish religious holidays likely to be moved back ---33---3----------= 
Australian church agencies warn on increased poverty ~--rrrrrr rrr 


04. 73 
04. 80 
04. 81 
04. 84 
04. 89 
05,03 
US, 22 
05. 24 
062-15 


lei sh?Baptist someeet -Ss- meets ores ves eras rae ssc ee 
"Struttures*of? Dominationtin Asi atiocday\ ies 
"Realizing “therF réédow and’ Unity “of chet Church ins Astra: © ————-—————-=<-=— 
‘Concetm forrtiie Caribbean future See ters oo ee ee 
World churci reps reflect’ on aspects of God's justice —--—-——-——-—~-——~- 
Churchitin. Atgevringd: “diversity, chal lenses 
“WOG Statements apd WCC SL Le te cr ee a ae 
“WCO) ConeernsvandwAetions; in laternational-aAtfairs ——---——-.----—----- 
“Challengesrfor Taiwanese’ Préesbyteriansi ¢-~ge--3 
sthee ChurennminretSarvador = tence sek eS 
Latinwanericanrmestiig calls Torinawosociet yy ee 
New) Braziitantchurchtleéader artirms*activistepolicies --———-——-—— 
“Revisioa of Kyodan Mission otatenent.6 2425S --2 +S 
Bonho£fer*Organisation*> to’ benlaunchéd @-—<-6e esse ose aiares ee 
Norwegian Lutheran bodies supporting Sami rights --c rrr rrr rrr 
New Guinea church council launching awareness effort --------33--------- 
US Mbt shops Trevi se 7 Lecter: OnNeCORSRy Se ae 
Asian church leaders urge fresh patterns of sharing ------------------- 


Chilean workers” disttss scomal taent sl Stier re eee ena aa one 
Some disused English church buildings become homes ~--733333333-3-----~---— 
Hong Kong Christian Council plans mission consultation —-~~~--------~-- 
‘Dialogue and Mission in Indiay 6“ -==—*-—aameteme see 


CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS 


Argentine bishops deny complicity ---------9 entre 
“Namibian Church Statement on Occasion of Kennedy Visit" -------------- 
Chaurch-statenteastons iocreastagtin Ecuddst eee 
Haici?church*protests> government! rep tess ons 3 
Cubastestablistessteiierous parrarecscortine ee 
Chilean grassroots Christian groups said to get stronger ----~------—-——~ 
Ernesto Cardenal suspended from priesthood ---------------------------- 
Zimbabwe bishops appeal on election ----<<----<<--------------<-<---=--- 
Chinese Catholics ordain “auxiliary bishops ~<~--------3--= =< <8 =<=--== 
Poligeugentencedeiaerop. eis 2KO AU Lae Fe er re a ee 
GDR state and church heads agree on further meetings ---------~--~------- 
Chatges.aeainetyvSAr RC atcnbishoprdroppeaer ss a 
Anglican archbishop protests Nigerian church burnings --~-<----------—--- 
Polish’ bishops protest government” "propaganda" = ——=—~=< =< ann me 
Korean, Japanese church reps consult on fingerprinting ---------------- 
"The Yasukuni Shrine Issue in Japan" ---------------------------------- 
Gigana chaircl eounéis’ sfanhuay setting “disrupted --..-. . aah 
Canadian church leaders protest government broadcast cuts ---~-~--~-~-~-— 
Canterbury says church and government in ‘critical solidarity’ -------- 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


eR Uae ote Pe ae ee te ck aN a EL Se POO MERE Ce Sa ees ees 04. 
Liberian Council of Churches responds to Doe's allegations ------------ 04, 
Namibian church reps reject planned ‘interim government! -------------- 04. 
Nigerian Christian Association objects to pilgrimage policy ----------- 04, 
Guatemalan church seen ‘persecuted, suffering! socr-streatescrrnrT tt 04. 
Yugoslav official's comments prompt Orthodox reaction --~-~----~-~-~~-~---- 04. 
Latin American church reps write on Nicaragua, economic problems ------ 04. 
Church synod questions GDR state security methods ~----- -7 > 333 - H+ 05. 
Mes Can Roy DLanG Daa ek eel at Oe LeCOSDL C100 eT IEIa 2 05. 
Finnish, Swiss church reps support alternative service ~--~-----------~-- O53 
East German church synod supports alternative service --~--------------- 05. 
UCC conference ministers oppose US Central America military aid ------- 05. 
Pope tosuks. warns Czechoslovak priests. eroup we trscp- soe Sane eeT Lote 06. 
BCC speaks on Sri Lankan immigrants and US Nicaragua policy ----~------- 06. 
Danish church audit. prouct st bishops). reactlons -= eee 06. 
Religious reps reported opposed to Indonesian law ~--rrr errr rrr 06. 
in@upeeteeaporoves Wawony orvani zations STs 06. 
African church’ leader ‘suggests reaction to Marxism -------—------------- 06. 
Polish RC-state relations said at “lowest ebb in 15 years" ------------ 06. 
Namibia church reps reject ‘transitional government’ ------------------ 06. 
"Resolutions for Peace in Korea through Act and Prayer" ---—------------ 06. 
South African church group says disinvestment 'now called for" -------- 07. 
Brazilian church leaders ask ‘authentic democracy! --rrcrrtrrttt tro 07. 
Meee ane pattieereriticize church ‘interference’: eae 07. 
Sa cnucch ‘reps. react) tovstate- ofienergeney -— eo  e ee 08. 
Case against Greek evangelical preacher thrown out ---3 3 rrr r rrr 08. 
Serbian bishops cite problems with state authorities ------------------ 08. 
Garages ‘comped ac? Jamaica: Council of Churches: <<<" — << 08. 
SA church leader regrets restrictions on funerals ~-------3-7-33-33------=— 08. 
Japanese prime minister in controversial shrine visit ----------------- 08 
Church reps not optimistic after meeting SA president ---------~-------- 08. 
Burundi ambassador discounts persecution reports rrr rr rrr rr rrr rr 09. 
Mameraan church. group, protests detentions, -----9- 9-9 09. 
TSEC DPI CSS 87 PBF NP ee 8 mans err aaron cae ence la aad 09. 
Cnurel situation. in Burundi prompts® papal concern, << esses ae 09, 
Philippine RC leader faults government ‘deception!’ -----------~--------- 09. 
Semorenveovernment leaders urge, watn church. --—rsrartss hia Pin ae 09, 
Tanzanian president promises not to take over church schools, hospitals 09. 
Italian Waldensian/Methodist synod questions BEM, state aid ----------- 09. 
Upandan-cnurch leader Asked to nediat 43>--—-—-— = 09, 
Revival of religious leaders' council proposed in Uganda -------------- 10. 
Lesotho church leader warns on death threats ~-rrr rrr rrr rrr 10, 
Brazilian* bishop's Nicaragua®visit® prompts’ controversy <--—--—=—<-=-------- 10. 
Italian Baptists favor some kind of agreement with state -------------- 1,0, 
Live broadcast of Chilean Independence Day mass banned --~----~-~--------- 10. 
OVS Speed hed dob atey |e Lor as RIS STE SRS Oe lee 02) ol: line ere aoe pete eee ee Be es eT RT 1G. 
Norwertan “church! urged. to! prepare; for! wart +-——- eae 10, 
ne a eee ee ee ee Er eer eccepcomemesry: wpa.» >a or a aaa rw ce ae a ech eta area ae cians 10. 
Czechoslovak government minister warns on religion -------33--37- 7-7 --— 202 
US RC bishops criticize Nicaragua state of emergency ------------------ 20; 
“Statement of Korean Churches on Current Situation” ------------------- 10, 
Meera ne UEehopSs oanenn ati action... eee Li. 
Ecumenical committee formed to raise Hong Kong concerns ~--~--~-~-~-----~-~-- ‘mais 
SA government prohibits planned clergy visit to outlawed group -~------- + he by 
"Statement on the State of the Nation of South Korea” ------~----------- 1D bs 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


CONVERS LON 


Kenyan»orrictal  declaresswar' lon religious group nS i a a 
"Partial victory’ for Brazilian hunger strikers reported® --------~--—--- Tie oO 
“NCCK Statement’ on Proposed” Campus Stabilization Law” <--—-+—--—-——---——- DS tie OS 
"Mexico?s> Roman? Catholiesershopsr res ee oc - 242 a7. se i. OF, 
“PuertouRi¢otethoman’ Catholic Bisnops 93 oe ie i ec FS 
Church reps from Cuba in US visit ------------------------------------- 11. 43 
Anglican leaders send messages of concern over Liberia ----~------~----- 11. 64 
PanamaSchuren reported ready. tO. play Cristseto.e. ee iy ae Be 
Ghurch=state’ relations saidvinprovinssinivecugasy. -——— 2.418 
Twoskidnapped@Jasuits” Ki lear fn MOZk Ds Ge ee Te 29 
Nicaraguan archbishop denies anti-government links --------------~------ 12...20 
Chilean bishops accuse government of state terrorism --7-~------------- i a 
Government requirements for Swedish priests' education relaxed -------- 5 Rams § 
Church*leadets ‘utge”'free*vote" *on' Sunday trading -—<----—------------~-~- 22 bp 
Nicaraguan evangelical leader arrested, released ~------3--3~3---------— 1 oh 
Phitippinesishops’ pian pastoral “letter on’ situation -<—-—---———-———.—— a2 40 
Church ine CZechoslovekiat revi ewedl eres a 1k Rae © 1 
CHURCH UNION 

Dutch Reformed synods adopt express merger intentions ----~----~---~-----— OZ. 2.0 
Indians Methodistart oscunsidertuncons eee 02.7 2.6 
KyGd atin Norean Cove mane BE Uk CO cher eee 04. 26 
Canedianictiuren dinion tal kseunbetminalegt 1. ee ee te RR 
Two new) Canadian Tdenomi nat iéusi formed*--+-- 06. 44 
Church union talks underway between CNI and MCI in India -------------~- 10. 06 
COLOMBIA 

Methodists debate work of unofficial mission society ------------------ 09.427 
Church aid appeal follows Colombia volcano's eruption ~----7-~3-33-3-----~-— 11.+.66 
COMMUNICATION 

“Communic abitiee CHES SCs aiGly & 6 come eer errr re ee ee 03. 94 
East® and’West*" "Christian communicators in Budapest. -<---—--—-—----—-——— 05,90 
WACC-latnchés” tht ratworldttechiolorgyostudy, 3 oe S0i..p2 
"Alternative: Commtnicatitn® (ere -eSs4=>——-— PORN hr marina ewe eT Bree om £1. 113 
COMMUNITIES 

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES (CEC) 

CECiale@e Swits general Secretary st ie 
“Ecumenism in “the Netherland s*) 22ers cr nme 05 dn 
“Reflecttons On ‘thé Church: invthe Netherlands D5 ei 
Two \CEG*personalities dlert -9— = a= Se Se oe en ere 1 Ae Spa he 
CONGO 

Salvation Army general welcomed ecumenically to Congo ---333-3-33-------~-- 03.110 


a Bs 
COPTIC 


Coptic Orthodox patriarch resumes functi 
“Challenges to the Coptic Church Today” 


COSTA RICA 


Brazilian bishop's Nicaragua visit promp 


ORSetaaonny ae 0 ORs LOGS i  yequn 


ts. contraversyin 3 IE -Noweeis 7s 


COURSE FOR LEADERSHIP IN LAY TRAINING (CLLT) 


International lay leadership course convenes in Tanzania ---~---------~-- 


CUBA 


echuren sue,ooctety.iniCuba  .crsrrerar— 
Cuba establishes religious affairs offic 


Bishops say Castro ‘open to dialogue’ -- 


Cuban leader meets country's RC bishops 

More church-state dialogue in Cuba ----- 
Church reps from Cuba in US visit ------ 
Castro meets Cuban bishops ----~--~------- 


CULTURE & SOCIETY 


"Multiculturalism and the Church” ------ 
Christian novelist to head Japanese cult 


"Gospel & Culture - What do we Mean?” -—- 


"Gospel & Culture - What to Accept ----- 
"From Inculturation to Dialogue” ------- 
"Gospel & Culture - Relationships" ----- 
"Five Challenges Facing Chinese Protesta 
"The Ghanaian Concept of Disease" ------ 


CYPRUS 
“Reflections on the Middle East Church” 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Christian Peace Conference announces six 
US and East European church reps meet at 
Czechoslovaks mark 1100th death annivers 
Pope thanks, warns Czechoslovak priests' 
Czechoslovak government minister warns o 


DEFENCE & DISARMAMENT 


ee se ee ee ee ee es es ee 
6 a a a ee a a a a a a a le ira as ae ne 
ee a ee es ee ee 
me ne ee eae ee ee a ee 
ee ee en a a i eee 
ee ee ee ee es ae es ee 


ural, affairssagency-nesrtart ss 


nts” ee re i ee ee en ee ee ee ee ee a ee 


ew we ee we ew se se eee 


th assembly ------------------- 
‘Karlovy, Vary 6° 2722-7 ------= 
ary of Greek missionary ------~- 
group ------------------------ 
nu teligion.<s-crs3trtt 


British church reps act on famine, East-West relations, disarmament --~ 


DENMARK 


Danish Reformed celebrate 300 years ---- 
Ecumenical changes seen in Sweden and De 
Iranian refugees occupy Danish cathedral 
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DENMARK (continued) 


Danishi bishops; "rabbi express” concern: On irdnlans =H oe eerste ese 03,773 
Danish*churchrauditipréupts’ bishops:,reactione, “~ssyerrar eee ees 06, 22 
Danish-Burundi mission connection said threatened ~----3--3-~-3-3---------- 06. 325 
YMCAs.. holdy 9th. world, counedlqers steerer ee ret sree sere seer 0S; 38 
First World Council of Churches worship renewal workshop held --------- 09. .05 
Danish Inner Mission article on Aids draws repudiation ---------------— hae | 
DIAKONIA 

DIALOGUE 

Jerusalem: patriarch, pessimistic. on, dialogue: ecrrerras ert O35. 32 
Forum, reviews,.20, years, of; theological;rdialog =strxr-se-sese eee 03.70 
"What:.Good rare "Theological Dialogues! 4 -e-rrssrar eee 3 Ay, 
Study. of othersfaiths’ ‘significance; pro jected) —7—e3 Seer a 03.108 
Bishops“sayt:Castro “open td) dialoguel o rrmt aries ce ee 04. 16 
"From. lntulrurationsto) Dialogues (sess ear er er ae ee: 04. 41 
“Thinking and-Workitie’ in Dialogue, -<-------- Se 04. 74 
USwProrestant’and” Oriental Urthcdox discuss: new step —<—-=->—-——--——— 05. 44 
German and US church leaders continue 8-year-old dialogue ------------- 05. 64 
Lutherans and Anglicans and RCs in Japan dialogues ----------~-------~--- 06. 62 
Roman. Catholies-gndy Baptiste—inpdialogue.seers3s rer rss ee Uy apagae 43 
UK, Argentine church reps in Falklands/Malvinas dialogue -------------- 08. 37 
WCC sends letter to bishops on anniversary of Vatican II -------------- 08. 41 
InternationalrAngiican-KGy dialogueécontintes) eee Sts enn ares 09, 81 
Cuban: léader méeéts” Gountity! si kOe bishops spectre cae ee ee 10;,03 
Why are Reformed and Methodists still separate? ---------- ern 10. 32 
“Comuniduée ftom tte JGInt Working Group, -K<etoc- 2-2 10. 46 
“Addwesetof*Pope Jolin Paul Li7to JoLat Workine Group eos ena 10. 47 
“Address /to*Pope John Paul Il’ by Pastor’ Jacques. Maury“. ---7*--------==-- 10. 48 
“The “Bible: andyPeopléero£t Others Faiths esrer st eran ira eee eee 10. 49 
More church-state: dialosue’ in Cubase eer ee ee 10. 54 
Indiavchurchwcouncil looks at ‘communal harmony’ —<<°="-=--=—<--—--_--- VAS Prey ape, 
TInGELrE arth Dialowise (Tod ay mmc a rea we a ra ee 1 eR 
“Purposé.-of pinterfal th, Didlogue-in-india+ «te Seseseserae ee ser eH essen Di. 20 
“Dialogue-and Mission: ins, Indlasercrrrars cere een Lians6 
~Dialogue;:.an, Ecumenical] Concernse serrate tet ere eer een tes re 12. 42 
El Salvador bishops issue peace/reconciliation letter ----------------- 12488 
DIVESTMENT 

Swediehwrhurctrrpoatdpir ees Sard. VeetienC Sn tr rn 03.5 13 
DRUGS 

“Mari juana-Raids:on. Chihuahua” <ee~ee rss ssa sree eet as 02. 34 
ECONOMICS 


"Economics and the Ecumenical Fam ly tea ee ee 07. 14 
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ECUADOR 
Ecuadormees Evadgelicaler+erowineyrcontroversia loos ss4555-65—-s6s 44s OF. 05 
Churchastate tensions increastine “invlcusado tS —— SS ee akan Oo 


ECUMENICAL ASSOCIATION OF THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS 


ECUMENISM 

"Partnership', not merger, proposed for Disciples and UCC ------------- 01. 04 
NCCAA BRAC Cie a SS SS SSS ch perc ee 
Ecumenical delegation helps dedicate Finnish chapel in Rome ----------- 01. 49 
Lore uns Bernard, Luther,-and>Lounenien | ett a Gis 36 
Ecumenieai sivistveducationp~efiorelLaunched cess << s4=-- 4 --- =~ += G2.2°30 
Ecumentes. socitishvchirch study lannéd et  e Cae 39 
Kepe Goeerit 1a established} churches ince tee SSS Gia "IL 
brish church tleddersinecumenical prayer call +++ OZ A 
French, German Protestant reps pessimistic on RC relations ------------ Gila "RU 
Ecumenical changes seen in Sweden and Denmark ~--33r 3-33-33 rrr rrr Car 72. 
Neweceaumndlectineniat «S111 -thestediGs) —s st 02. 87 
eee suggest ons“irod-bloveritiart ee 03%" 30 
Common ground seen for USA evangelicals, 'ecumenicals' ---------------- UR Ais y!, 
Partnership rather than union urged for two US denominations ---------- 03. 40 
Vatican) article.suggeste.--linits:-to--ecunenism’-<—<———-> + OF, ad 
Ecumenical Institute concludes annual session ~--7rr3r rrr rrr Oa. We 
First RC preacher in four centuries in Lincoln cathedral -------------- ian OF 
Salvation Army general welcomed ecumenically to Congo ----------------- 03.110 
RC associate membership expected in Canadian church council ----------- se 
Ecumenical visitors regret French "Protestant introversion” ----------- 04.°29 
Catholic~Protestant commission reflects on Nantes revocation ---------- 04. 30 
Fourth European Ecumenical Encounter announced ---3-3933- rrr errr Ga aT 
School funding proposal creates ecumenical debate ----3--333 3-H === 04. 65 
Regional ecumenical advance proposed in England ------3---------------=-- 04. 68 
Vatican, WCC reps meet on social thought and action ----~----~---~-------- 04. 81 
WSC CAG (WARE ee te a a a aS SS BS 04. 90 
Geet Ume 1a LOO LAC LOT tL St Ti RI 6 Ber re tree rt ter ree 04. 91 
Penrrren er ocescante Merling: papal tinuvitetionti.-————————<<<— Ca. 09 
pean eas 4 TS i en cm ce rere remeron O35). 30 
Secementealsvisit.to..Prancds4-42-—-sers ste ee OSE ASG 
*Rerormation foruthe ‘Reformed 2 ee rn a et i GDS"ST. 
" Eeuméenism ‘in. the Netherlands -<--<--<9t2- 35-23 = GS. *55 
Four US Methodist denominations to consider co-operation ----~---------- OS P"F2 
TEcumented: in .lreland ene rr a ee Os). F2 
Tens of thousands of Germans attend national 'kirchentag' ------------- 06. 17 
PRetVec rons sons Ldisibutrgh S95 nt OG 750 
New New Zealand ecumenical agency not expected before 1987 ------------ 06. 40 
Orthodox symposium sees 'new ecumenical stage! ~--------------------- == OMe Oe 
RevmeniGe.: praverccycle slo -beureviidedi $e ee 07. 06 
“Economics "andthe Ecunenical:-Faniily<~-<- ne ee OF.14 
WorAe Visser tl pitoocfltpiecunieninalpeianiiidicst so 07. 16 
Wma, Viseete tanhoofea.ecunenicals fistetmantn es ——— O77. “TT 
Wethne Visse th’ Canooie Oe.citibitestanoitid worlds eee ee ee 07. 18 
Weeae Vigeer t *iddfit me Gany toners and books: =<——---------—----------—— O7: 19 
Visser 't Hooft remembered as one who brought people together --------- 07. 20 
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ECUMENISM (continued) 


Heads of religious communities hold ecumenical meeting ---------------- oy ee 
"Memorial. Sermonufor.WawAve Vi ssere!t-Hooltiezrcasereeestsse- eres O72 Dy 
Ecumenical problems in Papua New Guinea -~------------------------------ 07. 45 
"Ecumenical Learning ac reter ccc ene Paes ta Se Saker Skee a sR er eer ee O76 50 
Effects, of Boffucase, onvecumenism cited seresrritsrrsrie e 08. 02 
Eugene Carson Blake, dies, was WCC leader 1967-1972. s-rrrereent ee 4D) ahead 074 
German Reformed churches support ecumenical peace council ------------- 08. 42 
Tenth anniversary of Helsinki Accords marked ecumenically ------------- 08. 46 
“Ecumenism Now... 2casere sere re nn 893s ee 08. 49 
Faith-and-Order moderator outlines ecumenical shifts ------------------ 08. 65 
Church reps in Sri Lanka revive ecumenical meeting -----~-3--3---------— QF ay 
US Lutheran bishops making international ecumenical tour -------------- cage 9 
Unification Church reported stressing ecumenical ventures ------------- 09. 40 
“EDGS aty 1 Ofc eeerer ei eo err Se ee eer 09. 48 
Bapti smyfocus,.of.unity.at-ectmenica gathering. <asieee- tee OF. eae 
*Ecumenical Reflections. o-oo Tee eee eee 1 aie 8" 
Ecumenical program appeals on torture and capital punishment ---------- Oo ae 
Rebaptism controversies bubble in Australia, GDR ------3--3--3------------ 09°76 
FRG leader,visits.WCC..n--- seer ris ro BE eee Me J 
Serviceyfor)Soviet..Christians, durimenGorbachew wisi yee sere en) NS 
EDGS; names .new,general. managereanrr Sea ea eee ny Wo 
“Ecumenical: Stepe=itnsthe: ERGseetee rae ee LOL ye 
"Ecumenical, Preblems-d.n»Rural+Australlalsernsie ee ee 10.110 
Ecumenical committee formed to raise Hong Kong concerns --~--~-~---~------- ne. we 
World, communion secretaries» nmeetarant cr Serre ee ere ee eee 11. 04 
Old-Catholic~Eastern Orthodox commission agrees on sacraments ----~-~---- Ss beet 
Old Catholics reviewing agreement with Evangelical Church in Germany -- 11. 1/7 
Ecumenical agency formed in wake of Mexican quakes ----3-3333--3-------— is Ak 
"Ecumenism ina, NewsModes+ errr ernie recernnr ar Ret eer eae eae HES iis he bey 
West German church synod elects news council head ---r3-- rr rere a. 00 
"Dialogue: san«EcumenicalsConcern arttont etm heasse asses rae Sta 4 
Ecumenism marked at bishops’ meeting to review Vatican II] ------------- Uy Siege 
"Two, Texts fromithe-ExtraordinaryeSynod-ofeBiehopsi ceases Sa eesa Leow © 
EDUCATION 

Namibian Lutherans warn on kindergarten closures --------33 33 ennn Cee TLD 
Ecumenical, Irish,education.ef£ort-lLaunchede sere aa GZ "50 
Number of, World..Council-scholarships*tacreastiug ee —See et O27°45 
Proposal to enforce prayer, Bible reading resisted ------------------~-—- 03. 60 
China. asks Norway..churchto-runenajor-untversity ee — 03.'~69 
Kenya: plans,.compulsory..celigiousatud leaner See ee Re ie 2, 
Friends World..College.opens.-centre«inr-China———— ee Oe io 
“Democratisation..and..Schooks’ .-<sss-se ee ee 07. 48 
Ecumenical training programme in Botswana marks first decade ---------- 08. 43 
US, ecumenical..group-.to- provide-teachersrfors Chita 4— 09. "Ly 
Ecumenical Institute..programme-announted —---- 09. 30 
Norwegian Covenant Church reduces China university plans -------------- cng NE 
Aid to church..schools~an- desue-in- Canaddamiprovi nce) a — 11. 48 
US. Methodists: have. African higher-education plated eo =4ee+- = 1b lg #5 
EGYPT 

Coptic Orthodomspatedareh resumes funcblons 9s ee OL. 19 
“Challenges. tosthe Coptic Chutch Todays 0—=—-——-=s32e=n——— = ees 05. 86 
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EL SALVADOR 

Piost Chowehtine EimSae yvador | Sets pe ee = srt rr 08. 60 
El Salvador bishops issue peace/reconciliation letter ----------------- 12; 258 
ENVIRONMENT 

Austrian church workers protest Danube construction -----3--3~-----~-~-~----- O248:20 
Ba TAG WE INE UVa IR SUED WC)" te etedant tap atin eskeptepprrseenee ne rn aa ea ae Ed oa Coe a O04. 87 
Be A Oh OT ta en ea ae re os em es a Ie et 04. 88 
ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopia eMacenalieetan toupee stedpec ss s—tees +s ee 01. 30 
Benieoieeecnucchisorr iGiatekiliedtby colieage* s¢-e>-e+s--—--------- 02, 10 
Mekane Yesus assembly meets, elects president - err rr rrr errr rrr O20h78 
Chorchirepsomeet” onsdrougchtuinekthiopiacessacssctere cee ser ete sors 05. 61 
PROCIBULLONSR OEE CRT ODLas 8 ee ere SST TTT Is etc ae 06. 07 
American Lutheran council denounces Ethiopian resettlement ------------ 06. 43 
Ethiopian Lutherans conduct seminar for female staff ------------------ O65 D77 
Ethiopians add new element to US Oriental Orthodox picture ------------ 06. 80 
EUCHARIST 

Old Catholic-Evangelical eucharistic sharing proposed -------------~---- 02. 46 
Swedish Methodists, Lutherans recommend full communion -~---~------------ He, 133 
EVANGELISM 

eT ee Sate i A ey ee CT MME LL oad Pe eres 01. 34 
World Methodist evangelism effort set; criticized -----------------——- O2,0 22: 
Se RE a a ao tarmac heh D25.-93 
PooapeisovCullarelsoWhatsds wes Meant? yee=—Sese—s28— 6 << meee ne nn 04, 39 
SEE eee Daly oS ea atal pertain eta ic ome rate oem eee ee na aa 05. 38 
menoeiueans Good News.-1n the Poor on memm ene rer ie ere 08. 50 
Peemolon rora: ieaving Billy Graham Assoclation: -—---<---~-———~- << -- ~~ — OP 3.2 
Satellite-linked evangelism conferences planned ----3----------~-------— 09. 36 
Bueugeis6. oWaggart preaches in Soviet Union ---~-----~---------------- 10, 29 
US evangelist Graham preaches in Romania -wr rrr rrr rrr rr rrr rrr 10. 31 
PRP ODeR mR (ha 8000S. NGS non rnr e ge eT Spr bore sst 10. 40 
eeieuei Maral rl 1Orel 16ti¢ Aged l Seensh seer Eb e eoe cee torent Tinh fectee 11. 41 
EVANGELICAL 

Ecuadoreeecvancelitcalstseerowing; controversial’ >------——--—------------ 01. 03 
puurch—Steteytensionse7 tie reset nei nt Ecbad brine ee ee 02. 03 
Prison term for Greek evangelicals protested --mrrrrr rrr rrr rrr 03.4005 
BOCTOLOe1 stems cudy) Chi tes 6 Vantel 1) 516) joe meet te 03. 08 
Spanish evangelical programme said well received ----------------~------ 03.116 
Evangelical group opposes lotteries, pornography, homosexuality ------- 03.120 
Spanish tvangelicase national synod) tooneett eee O5,t £10 
Old Catholics reviewing agreement with Evangelical Church in Germany -- 11. 17 
SOIL AL ri Cance ri 64 samoves: evengs licales ——sp eee seer 12. 47 


Were adds: church renewal? comm! 6 6d On YS re 2. 156 
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FAITH 


Anedidan Evangelical wesembiy*afiitme virsin’ olren --s-—— 
Kite fresbytertes* reject’ proposal: on creeds 
English? Anglicans®*debate* bishops '“roletin’ teaching 
Finns’ distuse* heresy charees*=<=—3>--— SS 2 S455 s2 eS ee 
70 percent of Norwegians said to believe in God -----------=------------ 
Madagascar leader affirms’ Marxism and God -=------~--=--=-=-== ----~----- 
"Letter from London" ---------- 999 
Cofmi saion”dlecusses apostolic faith" today 


FALKLANDS (see MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS) 
FAMILY ISSUES 


Church council, Anglicans, Reformed, join Kenya's family-planning 
debate -9 orn ee 
Fantiyaplanninedebate still” raging in Kenya --— 
Engl shebishops*oftfer™p ropedale on divorce e8 =p eee 
Canadiea® denomitiation urging divorce’ retornraction ——— 
Irish PM hails vote on contraceptives -------------9 99 --- --- ---- 
Finnish bishops see problems with some artificial insemination -------- 
Survey shows pastors ill prepared for family problems -~---------------- 
Swiss voters reject ‘*right-to-life' clause’ in constitution —--—-----—--= 
Adventists issue statements on racism, peace, drugs, family ----------- 
Irish report on inter-church marriage -----~------------------=--=------ 
US* Lutheran” report® on: * cohabitation =============—+——=—ss——5sSe=5--=5= 
English Anglican bishops warn on clergy divorce ---------=----=------== 
Ugandan bishop: polygamy ‘accommodation’ possible -------------------- 
Kenyan, RC bishops condemn biren=control- activities =--—--—----————----- 
Anglicans’ studying family isstes*Slobally” =————=--=+==-=--=2=2"—-==———— 


FIJI 


Fijic marks 250+years*OfChristianity*thete =—>>-6>++SeeSs— = 
FILMS 


Ecumenical film jury honours controversial Godard film ---------------- 
Pope criticizes Godard film --<---<----=--=--=-------------=5==$===---=-- 
Cannes ecumenical jury honors Argentine film -------------------------- 
Church support reported for Nicaraguan films -------------------------- 


FINANCIAL MATTERS 


Canadian RCs drop out of interfaith network --------------------------- 
US "city teeking*four more-ehuten headquarters — 9 ee 
British Quakers ordered to pay tax ---<<--<=—--=--===--<-=-<--=====--=-== 
US Lutheran bishops oppose further budget cuts for poor --------------- 
Right of Finnish church to tax companies questioned ----------~--------- 
No’ celigious*paviltonr for’ Caradiad exposteLoue ese 
School funding proposal creates ecumenical debate --------------------- 
US church? groups~pomlervrore in tax -Cesisuace 
Danish church audit “prompre ui shops react lous 8 ee 
Quakers lose appeal on tax withholding -------------------------------- 
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FINANCIAL MATTERS (continued) 


WGGet inancis kiclinate nsaildiisunnyecand coool | l\-peat eee eee 03. safhS 
Werld church committee speaks (on ‘public yissues etrt (ort 08. 54 
(Mone Viesnant RG Uonwr SOO OS DEA es er nnn nae LO.scah5 
Usebudset iproposal siworey. sLuthernant bishops fina nnn nnn nnn EE oo 
Mexican RC bishops warn about foreign-debt problems -~-------------~---- 12 6 
FINLAND 

Pimnieh yLutneranserevisenceremonies.o4-— tse ter ees ar eee OL, #26 
Pins ouscugs. Gores yee Ral Ce S pr ne nnn O35... OL 
Finnish bishops see problems with some artificial insemination -------- OS 2S 
Righteofckinnish schurch to tax fcompanies equestioned y--~-~------ “= <+=-=-== 03. 47 
Sexual equality in Finnish Lutheran administration urged -------------- 03. 48 
Cegenn ee 667178. Or youth year announced | ---9- 9-0 03.126 
Finnish Lutheran research suggests church doing well in recent years -- 05. 06 
Finnish religious holidays likely to be moved back ~~ -rrr3rrrrr---------= 05. 24 
Finnish, Swiss church reps support alternative service --~---~-------~-- O56 a6 
Tenth anniversary of Helsinki Accords marked ecumenically ------------- 08. 46 
Nowactinnton, controversial !Fionishsatheolosilan tr ttre OS. n47 
Chugchaeeetes int ormation. for sreturning :Finna et trate eee ee 09. 78 
Finnish church group urges stop to South African trade ----------~------ 10. 70 
FOOD/HUNGER 

PeROGRee Nat GOa lL. Flan (SUR SARC Ed nn ne ea a 01.44)30 
Commission sends famine message to European Community -~------~---------- 03.109 
egieerr sie in- southern Africa ———-~---—- ~~" O69a3 2 
WCC moderator highlights hunger, resource sharing -------------------~-- 08. 04 
Would church committee speaks on public issues <-—-~-~--3------" "3 08. 54 
Pee EC NOUOS NOLA WOFLO. RUTR ET WOO CL em nn et ne LOW iS 
Scottish Congregationalists urge European food aid ---~--~----------~----- Jed oh ee 
FOREIGNERS 

French ecumenical aid agency rejects National Front ------------------- 03.114 
FRANCE 

Faith and Order discusses understanding of the church -------------~---- O01. 45 
French, German Protestant reps pessimistic on RC relations ------------ 02 weal O 
French church aid agency criticizes Paris-Dakar auto race ---------~---- OF. witel 
Prenchwenuiweu reps mee mebOsdtecuss, BEM pao ng nnn ne 03.102 
French ecumenical aid agency rejects National Front ------------------- 03.114 
Ecumenical visitors regret French "Protestant introversion” ----------- 04,.29 
Catholic-Protestant commission reflects on Nantes revocation -----~---- 04. 30 
French ecumenical statement on New Caledonia ----------3- rn O05. «Lk 
Secimenical Wiest” COG LaUCE neta Tee 05:,..26 
Canungse,.ecumentéali jury, honors Argentine. film rrr rr eee OS. aden 
Worid .TWCA.conmtr ted (focuses:.-on:-TeLugees rrr eee OF wid 
MoneeyWCsA .leadatsqCaristlans, some mr a ee nnn 07. 08 
DRE MEOGGBONET ON Lie RS VOGALION (OL) NANCE rr ere one 07. 54 
TAvwardasron” WARG*on’the Edict of Naités  ---------~--------- oY eae Fa 
Service 4for Soviet Christians during Gorbachev visit --—--—----—~------7 Ont Nae? oe) 
PB MIE ste may oh gs hy TATA Nl AS) NE ae rl a ge aa 10. 90 
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FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL 


Slimmer’ British Free Church Federal Council . .roposed |-—---—-;_--—-- O2-¢, rs 
FREEMASONRY 

Swedi'str Littierans debate ‘Masonic nembership ~“<<———-—--<-—- <= - ~~ 02. 74 
Freemasonry series brings church debate in Norway -------~-------------- 05:4 65 
British Methodists advised against Masonic membership ---------~------- 06. 36 
British Methodists warted“oneMasots sos ees Ole. } he 
Bratish Methodist Masons fight. back warn nnn 1:0 26 39 


GENETIC ENGINEERING 
GENOCIDE 


GERMANY (FRG & GDR) 


Former- WCC Seneral “secretary Weds) ss ee ee ere Ob cf Let 
Blacks"have it Worse’ than lurks” in Germany) sss sense Tr tas ae bs cn Lo Ol. 28 
ORIG AY AT WO ES eee ee ce ret ce ee ae ee ee eee ae Ola 954 
Berlin church torn down’ in“exchange”"for, bul lding. site s3se anes aon 02, £08 
Old" Catholic-Evangelical reucharistic sitaring spropesed. ---—-----—---=——— 02. 46 
GDR state and church heads agree on further meetings -----------~------- 03. 03 
German church extends controversial SA church contracts --------------- 03. 46 
Ecumenical film jury honours controversial Godard film ---------------- O3eq063 
Bombing's 40th anniversary marked by Dresden churches -~--------~-------- 03-2 (7a 
‘Grassroots synod' discusses implications of peace work --------------- G3.105 
New EK -appoLnt ment Sn nen ee eee ee ee ee 03.121 
EKD *reports clergy candidate ‘sutplus ~—<——-—— 3 eee ee D3... B24 
40th anniversary of Bonhoeffer martyrdom to be marked ----------------- Q3;. U25 
German church reps jointly mark end-of-war anniversary --7--3337-------- 04. 03 
Church synod questions GDR state security methods -----------3---------—- 05.5 02 
Liberation theologian Boff says he will continue -——---—-—-—--— 05. 19 
Germans ‘setup ‘Orttiodoxz “theological InStitluce ee ee W220) 
East German church synod supports alternative service ----------------~ 05 af 2. 
'Germadr Church Statement. on End of World War Li0 o —-----—--—--—----—=——— 05. 43 
Migrant; women ~"Cragic Case er ee ae 05. 49 
German and US church leaders continue 8-year-old dialogue ------------- 05. 64 
Emilio Castro visits FRG peace group, president, -s 99a nnn ee 05. 66 
Tens of thousands of Germans attend national, 'kirchentag' ------------- 06. 17 
FRG’ pypsies reflect on treatment in WW) 2a a ne ooo ee ae 06. 23 
German*€irchentag attracts: 125 (QUO mann ee ae 06. 33 
German Reformed churches support ecumenical peace council ------------- 08. 42 
Rebaptism controversies, bubble in Australia, CDR s——~-e9——enes mane e eer 09. 76 
PRG’ feater "visits WGC ———3 35 a oe ee eee eee 19; Pas 
“The Evangelical “Academy Movement at 407 (We — 3 a re aS 10. 50 
Church committee looks at’ asylum ‘seekers -—--—-~——--————"-—-—~9-45 ST TET 10. 64 
FRG*Baptist Stati changes 7-9 3=~ = ee ene 10. 67 
“Ecumenical” Steps in the FRG” -se— === 9 nn nT 10. 74 
FRG *church ‘agency responds ‘to criti¢isn ——————~——-—-- Sane 11. 06 
Pastor “cites ‘pressure on GDR pacifists ——+—-—~---~- a ant noe FLas4 
Old Catholics reviewing agreement with Evangelical Church in Germany -- 11. 17 
Stuttgart Confessions 40th anniversary, marked —-——~-7--——————== = V1 248 
Polish-German worship asks reconciliation ----------------------------- 11. 44 
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GERMANY (FRG & GDR) (continued) 


West German church synod elects news council head --rr terre 1d 68 
German church people hold annual '10 Days of Be ON rare wn mre mame marae mm oe 12. 40 
West German church synod on peace, democracy, SA -- rrr rrr rrr Int. 2, 
GDR church agency proposes human rights office -rrtrr rrr rrr rrr dD scsiaiad 
GHANA 

Ehret wie gp beatobo rhe ts SP Yay ICL SPIES Wey Wea gs Ye ay “Ys NU a aah aera et carne anda eran OT 
Ghanaian Methodist 'misunderstandings' resolved ‘amicably’ ------------ 04. 59 
Bias Ghanian manmCMCe DL SOr DL GCA Ge a) arm see rn me cere rere reer nnrnes me arn weow eee ane mnne 08. 61 
at CGO ee ASE) FLO O CO AT AIO ane ree cn ETC. 0950 20 
Methodists debate work of unofficial mission society ------------------ 09 27 
GREECE 

FO Eyre tah es YT Ry a ee oa RPT Ree Oa TOPS ere roe ee PON n Oe toa ae coe tm ae 02. 02 
Prison cers for.Greek. evangelicals, protested .--~s sss Teen 03:;406 
Case against Greek evangelical preacher thrown out ---7t3r3r3rr r= 08. 14 
eee eC ROOOk NOL OCLs NUNS AS MOOS 1 Oy mre rere momen ne ese ee ne oe ee 10. 78 
Greek government proposes to give monastic land to landless ----------- 10. 88 
GRENADA 

GUATEMALA 

GCoatemaran church seen ‘persecuted, suffering!’ --c-t-sccc Sct 04. 52 
GUINEA 

GUYANA 

favand, church council” s-annual. meeting. disrupted. see 03.106 
HAITI 

Hatt “enurch protests government repression ——--s----37 7 eee 02. 09 
RRO Ot SL er e a ae a  e Tit 05. 58 
HEALTH 

Consultation considers Christian understanding of health, healing ----- 01. 43 
BG a ee CGS OTe COMD DEL 1.0 Tic Ti LC BL he rn carro rr nm mara cre nem 06. 16 
PA TEED BEE OWN OTe Fa Yoh oh nk Ano e RND p ARS LYM: UN yo Sorta sre ec tra 08. 61 
HOMOSEXUALITY 

NZ Baptist leader protests proposed homosexuality reform -------------- 06. 50 
Homusexue lity Deauesin scharch:, ln Norway. posers ar ee wen 103433 
FS ER crete a oho eS Tee oan 8 x NTR ae Soap TN Se roo eet « pea tet en ote meee hing 11.3458 
Danish Inner Mission article on Aids draws repudiation ---------------- 12.428 


HONDURAS 
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HUNGER (see FOOD/HUNGER) 


ICELAND 


HONG KONG 

Lunar new year option given HK RCs on Ash Wednesday ---------~--~-------= 03 . 
Christians ft China establish Pounda ls 01, a ibe. cal 
BHSUDPSOCOL Live Wit POOly LOT: pa WC Kee ce a a 04. 58 
“BSmOGratisatlon -ANG OC OO LG, 1 ee 07. 48 
Women's global consultation on peace and reconciliation --------------- 10. 18 
Hong Kong Christian Council plans mission consultation ---------------- 10.104 
Ecumenical committee formed to raise Hong Kong concerns ~----~----~-----~-- pa 02 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Vietnamese bishop said to have been interrogated 120 days ------------- OO, 
Dutch Ghuréh Council urges support 10r anti -tOrcure. treaty ore =-2 == OZ nao 
UCuriettans and Human Rights: ins Chile’ a O2aawe 
AACC ‘protests Sudan: death: sent ence: mm rete se ee 02. 66 
Bossakt saspendedtwhile church looks into Charges: “-99 8 srs s 8 03.5, 02 
Phif@ippine bishop Kidnapped, released, -—--—---—--——-————— 3 03.,24 
Namibian church leader protests new regulations ~---3 rer errr 03. Bz 
USchurchvat tention tonChile: situationi ohy 01 8 e0 sr 03.104 
Right s¥activists' deaths prompt church protest 8 >a ee 04. 17 
LesSotho*bi shops appealtfor free, tfatrielectionse sete ree 04. 20 
Chile church reps express sorrow, solidarity on assassinations -------- 04. 63 
Church reps see few gains for native Canadians at meeting ------------- 05. 04 
African :churchehumansrightsssession planhnedes-cencrectct— re 05.1023 
Breakthrough: © passports for South Africa! chutchmen) sq--3e--e- ee -— 05. 46 
“Southi African CongregationsSplits ty reste cee ree 06. 05 
“Prayer for an End to Unjust RuszeidnrSourhsafrica, care- tees r reste 06, +41 
Prayéricallotriggers SAvchurchcontroversy+——A ese ree 49 sere ree 06 .eh2 
Uniting church in Australia gives Aborigines ministry responsibility -- 06. 13 
Six reported arrested, assaulted outside Namibia church office -------- 06. 59 
»Captivities: of Peopléestin Asia anéestmerrrrcatrerse ry ner 06. 87 
Argentine president to church: help on rights, debts, justice -------- 08 25 
Argentines titndn rights situationsonvwCC agend 6 fe -— ner nee ee 08. 26 
World church reps join march for Argentine 'disappeared'! -------------- 08. 40 
Lesothorchurch» councidewarnssont deathsthreats serticaa cre 03. See 
Tutwisasdn detalned tre raceme re oer ras aa 09... 48 
Ecumenical program appeals on torture and capital punishment ---------- 09 1.42 
Naudé,-‘Boesak," Winnie Mandela sharevawarderr- tte-ss2 arene 10, 52 
"Statement:on thei Statevofithe Nation ofsSoucht Korea “= ------------————— Lianlk? 
Australian RC bishops urge protection of Aboriginals ------------------ SC 
GDR church» agency. proposesshuman rights! offices e er sre terre 22. fie 
HUNGARY 

Hongarianc ninistryts. drifter sea eek emer e narnia annem 03. 12 
Hungarian Lutherans set up study centre -------~ mee ome en ees at nee a i 03, #2 
East and West: Christian communicators in Budapest --------~--~--------— 05.90 
Quakes: damagé! Hungarian) church" but2at iy oie ew eerie ema eee 10 aba 
Hungarians ciaréeh feps) viel (> Chil nace rt ae 11.19 
Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe condemns apartheid -----------~-----—- 12.28 
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INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (IFOR) 


INDIA 

CS. takes: over diocesan .adminiebration wrwrtuiei Tete ea ee OFF 
Tagren, Methodists to consider unlon.ceacer are tee U28*56 
"A Theology of Humanhood: Indian Women's Perspectives" --------------- Ee lee fo) 
~oninese Chara tie leeationavidl ta. ladda. ep Parr ane + 04. 93 
Amnesty International in India gets first Christian chairman ---------- OF. 29 


INDIA (continued) 


*GAGren eG eseneliiad Ms Let linea aaa rea ee SS Se Se Se REFS Se He see O50" 42 
*Christvane and ‘the sPaki staniskléctidus-is1e nner e790 S ssn So 58— es 05. 54 
OPE HOdos181 $8100 V1.0 lala! See tere ete <r etn so tr Se ee Sas 6eese G55"85 
Sihest ross in -therSt fedterof Madtads ons itecrs esr ee OFF+55 
Church union talks underway between CNI and MCI in India -------------- 10. 06 
Rdgteechuren council looks tat “*conmunal harmony’ -<<-<--—<4-<<<+—-s—e— 10, 65 
Christian editors' association being formed in India ------------------ 10. 85 
PAgTaPCelL le Siveene aisstocaries ta *)] dave 68-663 ee ee ene 10.103 
“Puseeae Of Toterfadi thtotaiogia-in-ladia” |pisetsee re ae eee LEPr to 
Se omie and “Mi 64 in Ui AO Tid a hee gr er ee i es PY¥S336 
Ragete sand * pope to-meet in: February “in*lndld*<e-“-4-=— << <5 << =— = 11. 54 
Indian court rejects privileges for Dalits who become Christians ------ V2, US 
SwowmacCacemenbeod SDhopslsAnni versary | Ser renee nee U2 tS 
INDOCHINA 

INDONESIA 

Portuguese Presbyterians ask freedom for Timor prisoners ------~-----~-- to aaa he 
Religious reps reported opposed to Indonesian law ---333-3333 9-H 06. 28 
ingonesia “approves: law on oreanizations.--e erst errr een Was ae 
Indonesians suspend role in Asian church conference decision-making --- 0/7. 28 
Peepewrreor and the Church sess hesor error -gee ert set ete ete ea 10.109 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


tre. LanGenrio Jeo. SLL Sten. Chen Speak. A nn OL ee 
pa AD vice iy png Mp mie vot EB | eb Ea) b MDN tpshentamtetarehe abate cael cabaret eee 03.°°96 
Study of other Catths* ssignificance.pro jected f-—-4— seo Se - 03.108 
Vatican, World Council reps meet on interfaith dialogue --------------- 04. 46 
Christian leaders affirm Lebanese unity, invite Muslims to meeting ---- 04, 53 
Nepalese evangelists reported artésted srs te ade 
Bextalityrin-religion*réseadrchers (cont luda 4+ een nase enn 06. O1 
Interfaith researchers study views of sexuality ---------3---3-3---------- 06. 02 
"Soviet Religious Leaders': End-of-War Anniversary Appeal” ------------- 06. 09 
Asia meeting looks at inter-faith dialogue and theological education -- 0/7, 11 
WCC and Jewish leaders meet in Argentina ---r rr rrr rrr rr rrr rrr rrr 09. 44 
Study of interfaith theological discoveries getting under way --------- U9 P74 
ptne Bible sand *Pesslé* of. OchertFait het cera t — e ee eee 10. 49 
india, telis five®RO missionariesits-leavevers-crtc rs os Seer eee 10.103 
PSearen loreincerfalch Undéerstdading eres eset rs re rn 10.107 
"Inter-Religious Position Paper on the 'Crisis of Work'" -------------- 10.111 
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INTER-FAITH RELATIONS (continued) 


vente nied thuDi aloguet Today! Vaqsha-<artess sane 
TPurposetiofielnterka iit sia Vor deninisindis Se 
Nordic church reps urge higher priority to interfaith relations ------- 
"Gantext: Liapaiate Ghat Chik eee eee 
Interfaith action, boycott ,escunmbiewon US chien tagenda ————— 
"Mission inua-BluralieticMigenGet yi eri temeeieee eer ee 


INTRA-CHURCH CONFLICT 


CSL ‘takes OVEL diocesan Sami ni Strath Oni er rrr ee 
Dutch deansiiprotest mew ndiecesanehi shor 
“Evangelical swineCéentcalndAmeriea® ser ote eee ee 
Schil te beec kms. ihomre Gilad ti i ree er en ee 
Ghanaian Methodist 'misunderstandings' resolved ‘amicably’ ------------ 
Swedish 'free synod' asks conversation with archbishop ---------------- 
Methodists debate work of unofficial mission society ----7-------------- 


IRAN 


lranian :refugeessoccupy Danish catiet tak er a 
Religion and peace board speaks on Sri Lanka, Iran-Iraq, arms talks --- 


IRAQ 
Religion and peace board speaks on Sri Lanka, Iran-Iraq, arms talks --- 
IRELAND 


Irish church studies) thewtechnologicaliager rte ea 
Ecumenical lrishyeduicationveiiortranns hed ee en ne 
Irish church.leaders-in<ecuneniCadap ray oneaw> Seo ee 
irish PM; hadlesVoteron contraceptive Sa nr ee 
"Ecuneniem: iovlge Landeancsesesis tee er eas ee ee 
[rishereporthonmiaterrchurehyasriiere TS. ee 
British churchiteps welcome -Lebetrracea td eee peererters new eeenernie ree mrreseane e 
British Council of Churches calls for careful sanctions against SA ---- 


ISLAM 
ISRAEL 


Jarusalem patriarch pessini sticwn dialogue ee 
Holy Sepulchre..church-natntaine status’ quo - 3 


ITALY 


Ecumenical delegation helps dedicate Finnish chapel in Rome ----~------ 
“The Italian Waldensian 'Feast of Liberation'” 
Italian ecumenism ----------------------------------------------------- 
Baptists, ecumenical federation in Italy denounce South Africa -------- 
Franciscans continue their leadership, despite papal advice ----------- 
Italian Waldensian/Methodist synod questions BEM, state aid ----------- 
Italian Baptists favor some kind of agreement with state -------------- 
European RC bishops meet ---------------------------------------------- 
Italian Evangelical federation meets ---------------------------------- 
Legislative body proposed for Roman Catholic church ------------~------- 
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JAMAICA 

Jamaican Moravian President Cuthbert shot dead --rrr rr reer ren oS al a 
GarbagendumpedpatiJamaicas»Council.of-Churchess spt nner 08. 45 
JAPAN 

Japanese «Baptists apologizestos.Koreanesee sr tat osss esr re ete Use Jt 
Korean, Japanese church reps consult on fingerprinting ------~---------- C5726 
Japanese-Korean church conferences blocked -rrrrrrr rrr rere rrr rrr 03. 45 
Japan church issues manual on ceremonies for the dead -----3-33-------- G35"56 
el penasukuni «Shrines ssucuinkdJsa ban aaSz URE se sO renee 03. 68 
Christian novelist to head Japanese cultural affairs agency ----------- 04. 24 
Kyodanskoreat covenantustudiedssaasee sapere tt re en a 04. 26 
US Lutheran office asks apology to Japanese, Aleuts ----73-7--3----------- 04. 60 
“Goroperative Mission vin Korea .and.Japan | yirsnstt st ote ee 04. 75 
Japanese, Taiwanese denominations sign covenant ~wrrtrrr rrr rrr rrr rr Ue Nad IB, 
Japanese ecumenical council gets new general secretary ~---3-3-3----- 05. 14 
Kagawa slovohiko' acprejudicessdebatadunnatc sete rn en nen ORF “32 
Lutherans and Anglicans and RCs in Japan dialogues ----~-----~--~------~--- 06. 62 
sananese .aebatl ieubloodetranatusl onsen enn eee Ge7"22 
Oe ge lly HE RB NSS IS EG ol ss Wil ee mt tan dere ioc aaa cuca neared 08. *30 
Sire vrences, for: laiwanese Presbyterians) --~-<---<-------—---- OS, aa 
Japanese prime minister in controversial shrine visit ---~-~------------- 08. 69 
pO REI MELAT IO Bere ds pap ce | MW. tor Mime p aetatne cao ore yr ge) nim iiay alan atpe'e ver ene ann nae oa ee aaa ee ml oamammes 09. 24 
mringe cori otine.ofsAlilongslins Japan omer ner cmc Meee ee cen ee 09. 47 
Sj nurculess: Chrigrians! in. Jannat coer rer Tee ee ee O57"S3 
feeveeion of ‘kyodan Miseion Statement... rete re rt ee L029 
pee ene) se 1n.4). New Mode Ja—-orro reser eS mere SST ee eee eee LIENS 
Tits nyitedutoJapanion, LactabaLseues cre rere te en 12°54 
JEWS 


JUSTICE (see PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES) 


KAMPUCHEA 
TChireh Aid to hampyuchea stat eee eee ae Grr <3 
KENYA 
Church council, Anglicans, Reformed, join Kenya's family-planning 

Ee er ramen 9 ae cece renters ne ie nee a a rear ree etree Ol. Ol 
Faniiy-planni oeudebate.etil la rasingrin Kenya eeetrtc ne 01. 46 
East African Presbyterian moderator warns on splinter groups ---------- SF a3" 
RACC “protests -oudar death cs@ntenc Gace nnn 02. 66 
Ethtapian. church .raisine funda: forudroughtavictime arrest eee ae aR 67, 
World Mission & Evangelism Commission meets on issues --~--~-----~-----~--- 02. 83 
African theo loolans weet coc ree ert err ee ee ini 02. 84 
Kenyan fOueker-headquarters.closeduyesec ers esr ee eet 2) 
Eenyan church founder: jailed. are sere er ree nn ree. 2037 22 
Meeting studies pastoral issues in African context --733-33-----~--------- 03... 36 
Kenya Bible: Society\ireacts)toxsmuggled: Biblesije-—=S+-S+-+------ 04. 66 
Africans recommend holiness, usefulness in church buildings ----------- 04. 67 
Porum. to mark send :of women’ s,idecadeu--camrt risa ne nn 04. 82 
Kenyauplans«compulsorureligdouswetudtes tse eee 99- <<< S--— U5... 25 


/continued... 
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KENYA (continued) 


Ecumenical .tourismcoaliition-comnit tee! meet 6:4 es Sere eee ees = 
Ecumenical tourism coalition meets ------ ne nm ei i et a a SER 
African church vLbeaderssuggests reaction to Marxismi+ts-72----------- 
Women. reflect »on decade 'S8 atesult 8 rrr re rte ere erecta ee 
Refugees (tellcwomenbsavforum ofytheiroplighturre-asensa eee 
New-Kenyan.Christiandnonthl yulaunctied ers Sahoo shee ane ae ee 
World YWCA.reps+meet~-on~-“visionsiof ithe liuture’/s42+>+—+2--——-——— 
"The \RotevdfthetChristian-beader”--~-—2S2s6er-36S<5-3 ee 
Church: teps.react-to-coup-inbllgandas-F87-S 345 ret ss ee 
Church*situationsin-Burundi prompts papal=concetn*<ese ess Seeeseere-se= 
Af rica-wide.church+assemblyspostpdded till+1987 8#+-3+—saee estas eroae 
Léesothoschurch<-leader«warnsconrdéeath thread t§ 04S 5r 4 38S ease nee eee 
African -church..leader-notres-dondrsptesstle <4 -— Stars ee Fea a see = 
Kenyan, YWCAs hears aboutewomensrfrust ratlon ler s rrr er a ean ans 
Row over remark on air hostesses aired at church meeting -------------- 
Kenyan sofficial»ideclares-war fon (religicuéigraup fer rn ee 
Dismissals .at..African-church conference’ disputed --——— = 
“NCCK Statement..on Proposed Campus’ ‘Stabilization Law” -=--------------—- 
Kenyan ;RC bishops--condenmn birth-control activities’ --————————<-—--==---= 


KOREA 

Japanese; Baptists-apologize—ty Koreans) ee 
Korean, Japanese church reps consult on fingerprinting ---------------- 
Korean Presbyterian assembly holds rally to support church ----~-------- 
JapaneserKoreanschurch»conferences” bioctkedi ss - o 
“ChurchyStatement-—ona- Vielencesdin Korea. 3+ — a a ee 
"“Co~opéerative.Mieston-in-Korea“and’ Japan oo rae F se ee 
“Refiectionson~a-Vieit+to-North: Koren (8 >- ee 
"Letter to Reagan from Korean Christian Farmers” ~-----33-3 rrr 
"Resolutions for Peace in Korea through Act and Prayer” --------------- 
Indonesians suspend role in Asian church conference decision-making --- 
Korean Christian Broadcasting System in new direction ~--3------------- 
"The World Church) and” the-Korean:Situation* 4-9-3 rc sr ers starrer erste ss 
“Fingerprinting of: Aliens;dn dapatie cert t rer tn rere se 
“Tasks forthe ChurchsincKoréal ge -sersr err ter rrr eer ee a ee Ee 
Third) WorldsChurch-Leadership;Centrer being? SULLE (eer re ee 
"The Politics of Compassion” per e er n e 
“Statement of Korean Churches on Current Situation” —--=<------=---—-=-—— 
“Statement on the State of the Nation of South Korea’ ---------—--~————— 
World Council of Churches reps in first visit to North Korea ---------- 
World Council of Churches reps report on visit to North Korea --------- 


LATIN AMERICA 


Latin American church reps write on Nicaragua, economic problems ----~-- 
“Freedom and-Responsibility”™ ~~—sse 3 ~=3 33 = 35 SS eee 
"Latin American: Letterto: USt-Churehi Sr re en 
Latin) American: meeting, calls: for’ newnsOCl ety Ser eames 
“Confessing. the -Faith-in- South Ameria ero ari een te ere 


LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CLAL) 


Latin American church reps write on Nicaragua, economic problems ----~-- 
"Latin American Letter to US Church" -------------------=--------------=- 
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Law 
Ladongeladapproreaataweqnecteacizcationskhos tier Sesser rset ere aren 06. 39 
Uganda RC archbishop urges end to detention laws ----3-3--------------- 06. 46 
LEBANON 

Christian leaders affirm Lebanese unity, invite Muslims to meeting ---- 04. 53 
NES2E2LSC Laspnschdenhons sere eet ere BES tie 057°25 
PiightrokeaLabsasogenecastrouureesereaponseotasae stent tt teeter 05. 45 
Lebanese church reps react to Christians' situation ------------------- 06. 04 
Dutchsactimenicaitcounciddspeaks sous lebanon eee en eer rrr eer rere rn 06. 79 
Boesakioutnonsbabiscikidnanperabiree!Welr sarrrra cscs 09. 67 
POR RANGE OM EEE Sr RS TRICE CORES SS te te entre rere enero 09. 86 
BebaneserBantist delaunthingeradioustatlons css rt rrr rr 10.101 
LESOTHO 

Lesotho bishops appeal for free, fair elections ---~----~-3--------------- 04. 20 
Lesothoochurchncounciliwartnspon death threat sien rn OF +29 
Lesotho church leader: warns-on death threats ~---9c3---3-3------- 9-7 L027 20 
LIBERIA 

Liberian Council of Churches responds to Doe's allegations ------------ 04. 44 
Anglican leaders send messages of concern over Liberia ------3---~-----~-- 11. 64 
LITURGY 

Fionish, Lutheransacevisescelenont ager mrs rt yet tr er eee ee ae O01. 26 
Vatican approvesslitureysforiuse» by, exrAnglicansyecec— sete ee Fes ere~ <= 03. 44 
LUTHERAN 

Denomination withdraws from SA Lutheran Federation --------3------------ OF, *L7 
Finnish suutherans.irevise.ceremonlesie—srs tet srr en a rn ei 26 
SA Lutherans desegregate theological education ~~ errr rrr OFre sz 
US, lait Garage cousiderlrural.crisias prtacr ret se tt en aes - = - 02. 14 
Stalsett to head staff of Lutheran World Federation ------------------- 62. 338 
Removal from clergy roster recommended for activist pastor ---~--------- 03.107 
US Lutheran office asks apology to Japanese, Aleuts ------------------- 04. 60 
US Lutheran committee endorses ll-point policy on agriculture --------- 04. 61 
Brazil Lutherans protest US Central America policy -------------------- 05. 68 
SA Lutherans appoint full-time resettlement pastors ~~-----3-3--3-------— 05. 74 
SYouth gadtitheaChnurt had eee et eae ee ee 05. 84 
pRatlectiongioniaaisitors) NorthsKoreasers “cir eee ee 06. 06 
US Lutheran policy on disabled pastors protested ----3-----3------------ OF; F1 
US Lutheran bishops making international ecumenical tour -------------- OFt* IZ 
Us vLutheran:renorton: “cohabitat long pet a ee ae ee Me Sade ge 
World Lutheran committee speaks on peace, S. Africa ------------------- OFF 42 
New Lutheran leader stresses unity, dignity, cooperation -------------- i, Loe 
plage Caristianiins.thecContenporary: Worlds  tharsreerr ton eee 09. 46 
Pope, US Lutheran Bishop Crumely in 'unprecedented' exchange of letters 09. 75 
USsluthetanss revise. criteria; forsordinationtesere rrr rte ts 1O7o47 
Norwegian Lutheran bishops criticize charismatic healing meeting ------ 10a 61 
Norwegian Lutherans get first deaconess convent ~-7 rrr rr rrr rrr 10, 62 
Lutheran pastors exchange grassroots experiences ~----7--33- 3 GRR seh! 


Norwegian Lutheran synod stresses human dignity ----------------------- Wien Ue 
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MADAGASCAR 

Madagascar..leader.-affirmse« Marxbentrand Goodie s=see=s95>+-—+>- === e— ow aie 
Madagascar.church-deaderswreact? coskung+farkihliigst+—--s—-— Uo 220 
MALAYSIA 

Methodist centennial in Malaysia and Singapore ------------- a ere 03-240 
> Youtksandsathe.«Chucaht--srrtscoere Scr eee ee 05. 84 
Asia meeting looks at inter-faith dialogue and theological education -- 07. 11 
MALAWI 

MALTA 


MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS 


Argentine/UKsechurehiceps meeting errcstoess ot 07. 29 
UK, Argentine church reps in Falklands/Malvinas dialogue -------------- 08°37 
British church delegation fo Falklands/Malvinas planned --------~------- ba ah 3 
MEDIA 

Canadian: RCs=drepaoutro£ sintertalthanet works OL. 317 
US news service votes ' religion and politics' top story -------------- Lp apap as pb 
Swedish: archbishop. urges»bet ten! medial works setecr ee eee alge 
Media. sex, (vidolence: discussednatschirchi tearing: -———-- 2 ei. 
Anglicansnewspapers fo 3econtroversies ~<a era eee 02. 80 
Polishveditionvofi (OsservatoreuRémdnotn blocked=-—---- 03.118 
Proposals: made-onfchurch+medtabinovgund se ee ee 06. 48 
US religious groups seeking shortwave licenses ~-- rr rrr rrr rrr 06. 63 
New, Kenyan) Christianemonthlyedasnchedi-sec-aee Ff ser Se 07. 34 
Korean Christian Boradcasting System in new direction -----3------------ OD ded, 
US church council makes recommendations on media violence ---~-------~--- 0.255 
Plans for Canadian«Interfaith:Networkeéet” deasti¢alig:*>-----+-----—---= bat baat ed 
Christian editors'..assoctationmbeing formed *in®*indta\=----+---—--—-4+==— 1.485 
Lebanese: BaptistsLaunchingeradtostat fonls+—<664S6e oe $-e 10.101 
Churchestarts.new-bliackraonthiyrinarSourhcAiel ta 14+44--4-<+--- ee ‘igh seated fe 


MEETINGS, CONFERENCES 


Tens of thousands of Germans attend national 'kirchentag' ------------- OO aL e 
German skirchentag .attracts+125; 0004-7 See se 06. 33 
Southern Baptists meet for possible 'big shootout! -------------------- ho re Fj 
Afro-Angiican.iesues-conferencespranned er tn 06. 70 
“Canadian Counod..of=Churches“Assenbliy -~--44e—- eS 06. 82 
Asian church assembly elects new leadership ---77---3---3 39 rre 07, 709 
6000; attend..l5th<Baptist+ congress) heart ee ee ee Ui, wis 
Methodist peace meeting hears about South Nae SLcuatLon 08. 10 
World \Methodiste-urge-war-alternativesseoth +> ee US. vil 
YMCAschold 9th-world-coutedlicéeyess ree ee ee ee 08. 38 
World church. meetings. set; WCC assembly to be in’ 1991°=---—---------~-=- Le gel i) 
EWropean}RC)-bi shops imeéty =2 35 ="he ot ee ee eee 10. 40 
Portuguese~speaking African church leaders in meeting ----------------- a aed a HB, 


MENNONITE 
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METHODIST 

1985 World Methodist Peace Award goes to Jimmy Carter ------~-------~---- UP. Oz 
Mathodiemomuséudeto-—betexpandedt—s434 4549-4855 oe So eee Sees 01. 08 
Bepeiah Methodists -appeat tontoverseas aid’ <---—- = = O01. 09 
Methodistepresidentemeetstminers theade t---- <== ---< 5-5 == +--+ -- OL, £0 
Ghanatan nethodistesecesslon reported ----3-=—---——— = Ole 2.9 
Hethodistabichone-meethoniMuze teva = =< = UE, 1G 
Pace Pa) Os OLeetae dee nOnO te et ss is a aia UP. 36 
British Methodists advised against Masonic membership ----------------- 06. 36 
UsaMethod isesaconsiders common hymnaiete e444 44 Shere 06. 45 
Heres sheiecnodiecesvariedsou asc t+ ee eee hy ice 
Methodist peace meeting hears about South African situation ----------- 08. 10 
World Methodselcetargetvare alternaci vess9000 <8 eee en OS ~-£h 
Wor ldahechodteteCothciltctirctlatesiaff irmation)—-—23-2-2<4"-----~-------——- 08. 44 
Manhodi stsispesakeonvsiCuationeintCnile: sHesee eee Seen eee 08. 58 
Methodists debate work of unofficial mission society ----~-------------- ae Bear 
Italian Waldensian/Methodist synod questions BEM, state aid ----------- 09. 70 
Re ee id PG eC Pe a re ee ner mn rn caine mesons VD Se 
(URC Oren 6 SMa nOCSeEPREL ACL Ons een Sena 55 Se a ee Se Saks bi Rate 
MEXICO 

eat imUeueeratdenoneCntnuanid Cees tesr reese fesse tyes erste eee 02. 34 
M@etcan eRCebishspsvaskestate recognitions" <-<-4+— =e See eee 05. 08 
Globan clergy and lay reps plan WCC.unit III agenda ------------------- 05. 47 
SepeceLacCtecoonvineoiorical Education ..-------7---- 06. 08 
Messean parties critictze church. ‘interference! )---—-—-----------------—— OF 30 
Quaker world meeting considers world issues --rr rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr og, Fe 
OGakerts lholdvtriennialtworld” meeting “in Mexico! <<< <<-<-3$----<45<=-= 08. 73 
Church groups respond after Mexican quakes ----rrr rrr rrr rrr 10. 04 
Ecumenical agency formed in wake of Mexican quakes ---333-3-333--3-------- Bh aS 
“Mesicols Boman Cathoitc Bishops Vy beste ee ee tL aE | 
"Message to Mexicans after the Earthquakes” --~--------~--~-------------- bg Meee 
Mexican RC bishops warn about foreign-debt problems -~-~-----~-----------~- V2. £o 
MIDDLE EAST 

MCC) Letter .touMiddlesEast-Menber Churches’ >---5++>--—++—— =< =~ 09. 87 


MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (MECC) 


Mid East church reps send message, decline Armenian statement --------- 02.100 
Middle East church council celebrates 10th anniversary ---------------- 02.101 
Middle East church leaders meet and issue joint pastoral message ------ A aa Bs 
Church council leaders reflect on its role, history, problems --------- 02.103 
Peeiieetions on. che Midd telEast s0hurc hb 6-te- 84 sess Gets 457s UF." 3) 
CAUChUrehpPResponse sto sTourisntintthe Middieskast**-----—---------------- 04, 72 
MIGRATION 

Catiadiantchurchflesders*fault timmnigrarions plans \<<----<-<-------------——~ 09, - 43 
Churchsiesuessinformaticasfor returning Finns ?<+=--—---~-----—------<------ 09. 78 


itebian«vangelical fedecationiimects: tt ee 10. 86 
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MINISTRY 

US Anglicans plan working class ministries meeting ------------------~-- 07 ,*32 
British-Methodists) congidersordination,eritertar—peoneyae er se reer ee OF7T15 
EKD reports clergy candidate. surplus---t-5-gnsetetS fesse ee O3FELz2 
Lutherans list ‘potentially disqualifying' conditions --~-------------- 04. 62 
Kirk asked to examine its.ministry..practice j.stheologyotet=-==--= ===> 05. O1 
Convention affirms removal of controversial pastor from roster -------- 06. 60 
"The Role of the Christian Leader" ----3 ee rete eens Se 08. 62 
Anglican Catholics, Evangelicals join to oppose female priests -------- OF S-T7 
British, Methodist lay ministry..approach-changingr<-< th3-S32---— 5 EO ae 
"Ministering in the Philippines ..ceesesse seat ee ee eee 10.105 
MORAVIANS 

Moravians ; Baptists «marking. anniversaries. inthe ere 10. 36 
MISS IONARY 

Kirk; reports. missionarysshortagesssar erecta ree ee ee ee ee of ae ie 
“On Mission, ands Development 3 “se- ee ee UG, 7 72 
MOZAMB IQUE 

Two kidnapped- Jesuits. killed» in Mozambique §-7-srssst— 354s te P-ts 
MUSIC 

USSR» Baptist. hymn bookess tse hesers wate Ser Bee ea 027 P35 
NAMIBIA 

“Namibian Church Statement on Occasion of Kennedy Visit" -------------- Or as 
Namibian Lutherans warn on kindergarten closures ~-r rt rrr rrr rrr ren 02. 18 
British Namibia reporteupsets. church»leadersesncrrr ee ee OS alate 
Namibian church leader protests new regulations ~-----3--3r rrr rrr i eige 
UK parliamentarians reject charges on Namibian church -- 3333-333 04. 14 
Namibian church reps reject planned ‘interim government! -------------- 04. 45 
“WCC. Message on. Swapo. Anniversary seer a 04. 96 
"Prayer torusticévand Peace 1a Nant his” sr 06. 10 
Six reported arrested, assaulted outside Namibia church office -------- ss hone 
Namibia church reps reject ‘transitional government! ---------3--------- G6. 72 
Namibian,church,groupsprotests. détentionsy crest -resetese atte OFS ba 
Nami bian.denomination:gets'.first-bishopestsse sects scses Sates sna ee 10, 43 
NEPAL 

Nepalese evangelists reported arrested. errtta stn en na O57 "27 
Nepal ambassador responds to charges of intolerance -------3---------~-- 10. 80 
NETHERLANDS 

Amsterdam 86 --- 99-99 rr eer OL. “Se 
Dutch Reformed synods adopt express merger intentions ----------------—- e220 
Dutch church council urges support for anti-torture treaty -----------~ 9 ee he] 
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NETHERLANDS (continued) 


iotersnhurcthialid Coumissionimeets. s-eessrs tet cer cree 02. 42 
Porccheneans protestunew, diocesany bi shoparnstss = croc 02. 68 
SCE eDeel RRCSINS oe CAG TL mr rn TS en ee 03.3509 
Feermenteni inp thea tether lands! peesre eset se 05°55 
CReftlectionusson ther Church) ineches Netherlands ~---—-----—-—--- 05°56 
Dutch: ecumenical’ councilyspeaks) on*Lebandn't ------------——---———-< 06. 79 
cee ee ene ool spate ncaa ere atresia cc rianaior a na 09, 48 
Dusenleharehtressepieceradsin-southeAr rica: ———---— 09.59 
Dutch Reformed concerned about Lord's Supper attendance --------------- 09. 60 
Church people acting on issues in Netherlands ---- 3-3-3 r er LO.*'05 
Boao? nawes Hew Peteralinanager ieee ena ee ere HO 53 
Joint Dutch Reformed synod meeting delayed -rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr 1032-98 
Old Catholic~Eastern Orthodox commission agrees on sacraments --------- MAR! '16 
Old Catholics reviewing agreement with Evangelical Church in Germany -- 11. 17 


NEW CALEDONIA 


hort etaedn New. Caledonia. 2a — nm n epe er esr io tacos Tere sero 02§ 255 
World Council of Churches sends New Caledonia letter ------------------ O2¢-77 
"WCC Letter to Evangelical Church.in.New., Caledonia” §-t------90e- ete ---- 02. 96 
Mame on amenew? Caledon a. om oo oso esse oer eas tatters tse 0302732 
New Caledonian church leaders call for peace prayer, dialog ----------- O3 7472 
French ecumenical statement on New Caledonia -rrrrrr rrr rrr rrr rrr O52 *L1 


NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS 


Unification Church sends mailings to 300,000 clergy ----~--------------- 03. 85 
Poem Re VO dous  Mivementig. 3 terre te tie ne eee 03.395 
NEW ZEALAND 

PReLEet 1. fom Wellington rr rrr reer 02/76 
haneaealand ecumealet: Bilic Seat dies sS-s-e-+> nr 02. BF 
NZ church council appeals for support of anti-nuclear stand -~--------- 03. 41 
Church consultation supports NZ government on nuclear ships ----------- 03.103 
New Zealand Anglican primate to become governor-general ----------~----- 04. 64 
New New Zealand ecumenical agency not expected before 1987 ------------ 06. 40 
NZ Baptist leader protests proposed homosexuality reform ----~---~------- 06. 50 
NICARAGUA 

Orterva*teets visiting Methodist. bishaps.ersset ra fi Teter eee eee 02. 59 
Eraesto. Cardenal suspended from.priesthoods rss 7 s—tarr Seer rte 02. 85 
Leader of US RC bishops who visited Nicaragua critical ---~------------- 03.119 
Canadian, US RC bishops criticize US aid to Nicaraguan rebels --------- O59°15 
bore h. Supperts reportedtfor sicaragnan. fils eee 09. 08 
URtchurchigroupeih posrerscampal gn on Nicaragua --——----------------——> 09°39 
Brazilian bishop's Nicaragua visit prompts controversy ---------------- 10, 28 
US RC bishops criticize Nicaragua state of emergency ----~---~---------- 10.100 
Nicaraguan archbishop denies anti-government links -------------------- P2220 


Nicaraguan evangelical leader arrested, released --------~---~---~-------- Lt Oe 


-. 5a c— 
NIGERIA 


Anglican archbishop protests Nigerian church burnings ----------------- 
Nigertan ‘doctors'+strike “prompts cturcen Lespoise.— 
Nigerian Christian Association objects to pilgrimage policy ----------- 


NORTH AMERICA 
NORWAY 


Norweginn dependants evacin teu re ee 
70 pexcent“of Norwegtans sald’ to be lave fn God —-- = 
China rasks--Norway~church“tovrun ua jor Ul versity - oe 
SUALSOt Ls SUCCESSO CUO SE Ir en ee ee ee ee 
Freemasonry series brings church debate in Norway --rrrrrrr ren 
Faith-and-Order moderator outlines ecumenical shifts ------------------ 
Faith-and-Order director sees need to slacken pace ---<-------~------=- 
BEM process encouraging, complex, commission hears -~--33-33r rrr 
Faith. and: Order ‘neets' in’ Norway eres ee 
Comnissitonsdisedsses* apostolic’ call LOday Sree ee ee 
Commission considers relationship of church unity to rest of world ---- 
Commission focuses on 1989 faith-and-order conference ----------------- 
’Faithtand -Order-and the Patna se ee ne 
Nordic presiding bishops issue joint statement on South Africa -------- 
Home sexia liayfasuer tre cna ein 2 NOL Way ee 
Norwegian Lutheran bodies supporting Sami rights --------<-----———~-—.— 
Norwegian Lutheran bishops criticize charismatic healing meeting ------ 
Norwegian Lutherans get first deaconess convent -wrr ttt rrr rrr nnn 
Norwerlan chureh-urged to prepace 9000 “Wat 
Norwegian Covenant Church reduces China university plans -----~--------- 
Marchers: to seek peace in Central america —-93-<- <<< 
Norwegian Lutheran synod stresses human dignity ~--r rrr tr rrr 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


Europeat Baptist™youth eps! use nee 
NZ church council appeals for support of anti-nuclear stand ----------- 
Proposed Anglican land sale for missile base questioned --------------- 
Peace groups call’ for arms” pause) ==—=====>—= —— = 
Church consultation supports NZ government on nuclear ships ----------- 
Kirk to study nuclear threat ----------- 3 - n-ne 
United Methodist bishops delay nuclear-weapons letter ----------------- 
Scottish ‘church Veaders appeal ‘oi nuctear freeze —<<---+--—<—-<—— 
Methodist ‘bishops-rétease*drafts on™ nucleaticrisis: 
Scottish church -leaders handover” freéze "petition ——----=----=--=-—-—-——— 
Welsh ministers speak out on arms race -—-~-~---9-<-<--- 9-9 = 
“Southern African Church Statement on South Africa” ---~---------------- 


OLD CATHOLIC 


Old Catholic~Eastern Orthodox commission agrees on sacraments ---~~-~--~— 
Old Catholics reviewing agreement with Evangelical Church in Germany -- 


es erie 
03.100 
04, 47 
2p Ss 
03. 10 
CS sacs 
ee ea Be 
DD ae 
08. 65 
08. 66 
08. 67 
08. 68 
09, 02 
OF, Ua 
09, 04 
se oe 
09, 68 
i 
10.60 
LO>-61 
TO. Oe 
Ves O 
Piece 
1h oe 
i 6 ed 
i's soe 
03. 41 
ts 
03. 90 
03.103 
06. 03 
2s aramies ) 
il 20 
12, 06 
np AE 3 
nr ge ys 
12. 74 
jg a 
be Hei 


- 23 


ORTHODOX (EASTERN AND ORIENTAL) 


Riiagian.Qfthodoxthondunsformen WCC ichief <-cee-seea etter rs eae ee O01. 20 
Russian Orthodox Church names new WCC representative ------------------ O1. 47 
Bunthodoxrchresdqcese.tntthe WCG" eet -—tenter ct tes tier ee re ter 04. 09 
New phase in preparation of Orthodox great synod announced -~--~-~--~----- 04. 55 
Captic ‘Orthodox awarnroniexcommunicated priest. cnc greset rir wee 05. 34 
Romautan .Orthodox matk-centuryool .zautocephbalyets srr te 05. 60 
JOrehodoxwitestoniin Lndia yes Re een ree 05. 85 
TGyal¥engesstoathesCoptic Church loday nme rn ee 05. 86 
Eastern Orthodox, Lutherans speak on 'divine revelation’ -------------- 06. 14 
ERTS ENT a a a re a nn re a nn a re IT TI ee 06. 30 
Ethiopians add new element to US Oriental Orthodox picture ------------ 06. 80 
Wt VCE SUMES Ol MAIO LT oe CD La ii ii ern rn me mre es te or 08. 16 
Serbian bishops cite problems with state authorities ------------------ 08). LF 
Patriarch favors Orthodox unity in USA, but doesn't see it soon ------- O08 272 
Old Catholic-Eastern Orthodox commission agrees on sacraments --------~- L116 
Grr notus. cor mect. inel9S/ on. mi S81 One ra— rem nr—rearrne err TOs eto 117542 
Perciarcnece Warns clergy on. civil court: litisationstexcsrst roe ict 120° 3i 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


PACIFIC (REGION) 


Eee aiaetivgwmilitarizationjin-Asia~-and—Pactiic pes tsar ae ene Ob 25 
Vanuatu reported ‘slowly recovering' from cyclones ~------3-3-33-3--------— O5 pans 
PAKISTAN 

Wee RPA UDOLUL S ROW BKC 1G 100 om rn ne rn ET 02. 81 
Poweugeiuns and the fakistani: Elections .-- rt ce 05. 54 
PANAMA 

Panama’ Church: reportad.ready.to-pley-crisis. role cer ere nr rer rrr rt eit 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Ecomenicaleproblens! itnaPapuacNewsGuineag ner ttt tr nn 07. 45 
Bishop urges Irian Jaya resettlement efforts ---- errr rrr rrr EO, F26 
New Guinea church council launching awareness effort ------------------ 10,326 
PARAGUAY 


PEACE/ JUSTICE ISSUES 


Peearating gilitarization iin Asia and (Pact £4 6 perme eye err Oar 5 
Christian Peace Conference announces sixth assembly ---~-~--~----~--------- 01. 50 
Eg OS he g Peg Pe OE RT ES oP Val Wipencertegnaietnesronnpayprese aoa aceeaiep ene tae a ae oe hee sere ele O2s02 
Scientists meet at Vatican on space WeapONS ~rrr rrr rrr tt tr rrr rrr O2 526 
US. and East European church reps meet at. 'Karlovy: Vary,.6,0 er--rantto 02. 44 
OStere Wests visitine Methodist bis pops www we RT D2ET 59 
New Caledonian church leaders call for peace prayer, dialog ----------- O3LV 72 
"Grassroots synod' discusses implications of peace work --------~------- 03.105 
Loe OM NL rr a ma rrr nn rn in en ne a ro amen mn mn te re 04. 06 


/continued... 


ae Ye 
PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES (continued) 


Ssvedish bhrehops™send peace Letter Saree re 
“Towards ‘a¥Ghrierian Understanding or -eace oe 
“PeacetlackoevofiRelbierousr Cire Yes ee re ee a 
"Prayet for~Justice“and*Peace“in Namibia’ 
*Theolegiical*Consensus” on Peace/ Justice | en rr ne 
"Resolutions for Peace “in Korea through Act and Prayer ——-<-7-----—-—-- 
Adventists issue statements on racism, peace, drugs, family ----------- 
“Spi rte Contrrpurrous "tC World POAC eG: tre terrier rae erates ao a 
*Youthi(Covenanton dusticey Peace, integrity of Urestion == 
“CPCt Mes saceecorCnuiities * a a eS ee 
“CPG: Appeal>roeehriertans)Throunnouc tree word.) oe 
“CPOdAnpeaierter che Heagerur' all Covel uments 
"CPCS Et er -LOPUST— USSR PLeSL AS t Ss Oe er ne ae a ar Ee ee eae 
World Met hodisets*urperwar Sttetiatives soon 2 
"ABPeCTS’ OFA I1ta Tris aes Gnee SoSH 8S ee 
German Reformed churches support ecumenical peace council ----------~--- 
~The? Wor ld-Ghurch*and’ tnerRoresn@oreuation ee ore 
World Lutheran committee speaks on peace, S. Africa -- rrr rere 
South Africa bans? Tutt? peace lecture SSS Se er ree 
Washington-to-Most ow? ‘peace 2n'Dbon ls =e er ee ae 
“Oeit-Lankan?Stat enent) on PWustt Peat ee ee 
Brazilian Lutheran leader voices Contadora Group support -------------- 
"WEG*Leattersvon*ReaperCorvachiey sugmlt ee ee 
Marcherse! towseekypeacein "Centra ener Se 
World's Christians prayed in connection with summit ~------3333-3------= 
US. USSR) church teadevs say tinetisvriunninie et eS 
“Joint? Simmit’ Statement’ by? US-USER ‘Church Leaters ooo 
“Chi siel s roureP ears ir ree oe 
[OumRespondigltityet or reece: le. eas ee 
German church people hold annual '10 Days of Peace’ ------------------- 
West German church synod on peace, democracy, 54 (°>---=-- 
El Salvador bishops issue peace/reconciliation letter ----------------- 


PENTECOSTAL & CHARISMATIC 
PERSONALITIES 


Former WCC general secretary weds ---~--7 nr 
Formér_ ecumentesiPwCe tigate de210°- > ee 
US church leader dead ---3 3-3 = 
SA church council investigating 'unsavoury smear' of Boesak ----------- 
New Zealand ecumenist Bill Best dies ---------------------------------- 
Jamaican Moravian President Cuthbert shot dead ------------------------ 
Polish Baptist president dies --------------9- 9-9 
Tass reports on prayers for Chernenko ----------39--39 7-99-99 = 
Canadian Anglican Primate Scott announces retirement ------------------ 
US ecumenist Stuber dies ------------------------ -- - - -- - - - - - - - = - = --- === 
"Letter from New York" -------------------------=------------+--------- 
W. Aw Visser tt Hooft sy ecunienical/ giant,’ dissts—— Se 
W. Ave Visser 't Hooft ts” ‘ettimentcal"fishernen’. --—--- 
W. AN Visser“t Bootts” £rtbutes* around wor. -- ee 
W. AGU Nigser-“"t Hoofte’" any fonors and DOOKS ee eee 
Visser 't Hooft remembered as one who brought people together --------~- 


/continued... 
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PERSONALITIES (continued) 


(ooerteusleCon tel bulionsuLo World RentesGe—————srese tose Ss Ssee bossa seee Oc, *35 
BeatanayvotoRe ll Slonsgieree selrse rs eee ete rer FST osteo ee ese} e+ Dee 36 
Eugene Carson Blake dies, was WCC leader 1967-1972 -------------------- OSt rz 
Sees enet TOnSeOnk sons a tose lhe ose Re eee ee SS ests eS ease OST" o2 
Latvias’ Luthéeran*archbishop dies; -9RC.bishop! honored )-<<<-<-=---------- O97 ro 
Jpeeordon. Coburn WUC consultant... diegen-nz sor tssn- S23 or— 7 S4s5S---—-——~ O97. 34 
I eg Co miata fc la mea amr el aga gs rr aaa deen bp ag BA 
OE NE ESP SS POEs DR RSD Fe ENT Soc omc sna rs at en aoa a ol ha ah entedishenbemnte ete Lae 
HEP DACLARODGELeT Le LerMii eshte neers eet ee Se ee Se ae V2. 59 
PERU 

Papal broadcast in Peruninterrupt edpee errr i ene is Fee Maya 
Recuacerl ation verge 11 beratd ontario heir er 02. 86 
Latin American meeting calls.tor. new society) qcam cts 09. 06 
PHILIPPINES 

Pupiispenesbishop kidnappads: released seer eens ese ee rr ee 03. 24 
Bienope, condemns yiolescetin Philipplaestese ret cel rer ae eee eee 08. 15 
Satellite-linked evangelism conferences planned -- rrr r rr rrr rrr 09. 36 
Philippine RC leader faults government ‘deception! ~----------3---------- Oop 34 
eae meeceringtin. the: Philippinessicqcsseserrc sere tees s ess Sees eeee ese 10.105 
PULSE posne pL ShHOOSCCOnAemnlarayLesctLon Set sec ethos aes rae eee See eee by a 
New technology consultation planned in the Philippines -----~----------- ris Oe 
US church opposition to Filipino government grows ~-rrrr rrr rrr rrr bah iat np 
Philippine bishops plan pastoral letter on situation ----~-------------- 1 ped git 
POLAND 

Fotice sentencéd tn Popisluscko murder eee U2 "92 
Polish bishops protest government ‘propaganda! ~-----3-33- errr 03. 18 
PUGIEG HADeL SCE Ore si OBnti tea, esa ee tie SS er eae UST LIT 
Polish edition®of *OsservatorelRomano’ “blocked! sae ee 03.118 
Polish RC-state relations said at “lowest ebb in 15 years" ------------ 06. 65 
Anniversary of Polish priest's murder marked -------3-- 33-9 LO, 7 
Pocish-cermanewortehio seksoteconctdistionye retro 11. 44 
PORNOGRAPHY 

PORTUGAL 

Portuguese Presbyterians ask freedom for Timor prisoners --------~---~--- Uae rs 
PercugiesetBaptisteemphasise: youth sete sss oe sn ane 10. 66 
PROSELYTISM 

World church reps discuss proselytism, spirituality ------------------- 08. 56 


PUERTO RICO 


[Poecto nico's Roman :Catholic. Bishops gore ss sa eee ee 2 ge Ls 


- ook 
QUAKERS 


Kenyan; Quaker.headquasters-closed err eae emrm mete ree me es eee mre 
Friends, World. Collegeopens~centre Tin iChind Sastre mae a in ene 
Quakers: lose «appeal onntaxHwht hbo Ldsn ge “Sea SSe or BeBe eerste rere 
"World: Ward yAnniversatieshe- mr St oa ee een enn namnr ee 
Quakersworld meeting» considersQwonl dens s Yes sets Fn me eae rersrnon 
Quakers hold triennial world meeting in Mexico ------------= Pease aneeree- anes 


RACISM/RACE RELATIONS 


Blacks. have: it. worse than Turks--in- Germanye--2rr eer rime me 
“Women unde re Rae@isay yma rere erat eneaenrnrme 
Dozens of US religious leaders arrested in apartheid protests --------- 
"The Church«<in SouthwA£ ricarToday me a ten tetera tno ine eee 
Mission) assncdationSaoTe sHapar Che ee errors rarer eset on elem ae et os re ere 
Boesak suspended while church looks into charge -er rr rrr rr errr rrr 
“RacismiNear,.and: Far herrea eer 
Boesak, decision delayed, till at. least..L8, Ma roh.cs eres nner nena 
UDF i\rally.expresses, solidarity, <--—srs rR errr ne 
Boesaky.cleared:.and> rei nasta tedr re rn ene eee en eee 
Church, councils»condemn-deaths in’ South Alri e at ee i me 
Boesak, Naude among 239 arrested in South African protest march ------- 
SA ending ban on interracial marriage; church people react ----------- 
“South, Af rican. lomoraktity er ee Re ee te ae ee ne ee 
Prayeryecallitrigzers«SAnchurch controversy) etter nee 
SA church leaders back prayer day, warn on violence in black community 

“The WCC .and.UN FighteAgainstRaciism® cage teh Age ta ae ee 
“Racism :in. Westera-Bure peer ate re i ee 
Adventists issue statements on racism, peace, drugs, family ----------- 
Argentine Indians stress rights at church-supported conference -------- 
SA. churchereps»react ‘to.statesof emerpency: — tet eee 
Church reps not optimistic after meeting SA president ----3---3--------- 
Boeeak wetentionsaprompie- protester rset er ear 
New church anti-racism grants: US$ 396,000 goes to 37 groups --------- 
Dutchychurchireps: pilacesads ti Sout Paice SO 
“World AMCA. Resolution onApertheidl 643 ee 
“Critetia for.the-WCC-Specialfund’to Combat Racisa* 
"L985 PCR: Grantse:-~Europe;“NiAmerits; Suppoce’ croups — 
Boesak ivowsietov continues truee ley scree escent enn rinnnerne 
British Methodist wp teports ‘racist attacker =e eee ee 
Tutu says South African situation—ie--desperate ee rrr. 66466 ee 
South Africa hangs black poet despite clemency pleas -~-~-r3 rrr rH 
SA government prohibits planned clergy visit to outlawed group -------- 
“Prison: Reflections “sere rrr tartar a i en a Be aerate 
World church leaders in ‘emergency meeting' on South African situation 

South African. Baptiste: ».end'evidlof-apartheid cnet eer serena 
South African hunger strike seeks release of prisoners ---333-3-3-~------ 
US Presbyterians, urge banks -to- fight-aepartheids cr ter et3 tren nnn ao 
World church leaders in ‘emergency meeting' on South African situation 

South African Methodists not racist, president says ~----3rr3-3-- 7 
Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe condemns apartheid ----------------- 
"Harare Declaration’ urges big changes in South Africa ---------------- 
South African..church: -Leaders ‘cakiforvsctions net words =——=-4------—— 
Western church leaders voice concern about South Africa --------------- 


/continued... 
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RACISM/RACE RELATIONS (continued) 


Gandles_drawiwrath.of) South African,police rn tyre tr re ee E22. 45 
British Council of Churches calls for careful sanctions against SA ---- 12. 49 
West German church synod on peace, democracy, SA ~--rr tr rrr rrr rrr Te. “32 
MHarare sDeclarat Lon cass tere a a eas eee te. "Ee 
Tutsi vs Led “tol.Janpanson racial issica:supsriy toss eee oe en L204 
RECONCILIATION 
More USSR Baptist reconciliation steps reported -- trent errr nr BE pr he | 
Berane. liationihopedsafter: suartse:-ddaths) arto een 06. 61 
Agvrntinetelikachurchs.eneamee ti neeeres meres ner nee Viegas 
Beitisyn eturcelrresgiveicomedirishcaccordasaccren tyne b2. 04 
REFORMED 
SA white denomination suspends RES membership wrrrrrr rrr rrr rrr 01, 52 
US Presbyterian assembly to get recommendation on ordination ---------- 03. 28 
Peete? GOS. TOS OTe B0eC1 aL. Gund Aye rr nn Davros 
Presbyterians get recommendations on congregational conflicts --------- 03.124 
Britian free.Church.Federal Council tosaelim srr ror tet tr ttt reer errr 04. 28 
"iin eoaro soopte civil dieabedience-policy--<-9——2qcre ts oss es - ge Aaoee J 
German Reformed churches wupport ecumenical peace council ----~--~------- 08. 42 
20 Presbyterian legislators fault denomination's stance --------------- 09. 41 
Dutch Reformed concerned about Lord's Supper attendance ---~-----~----~--- 09. 60 
Teennemen-Methodiar Relations. swe" netsiio Wee ee eee eee sind glee 
REFUGEES /DISPLACED PERSONS 
Transan refugees occupy.Danish cathedral «sorte eee ES lee ae, 
250 US religious figures condemn US refugee policy ------3-3------------ 03. 54 
PYGUGE BALUSOGR frre cane asasesrereser ere eng Ter re a i ee 03. 66 
Danish bishops, rabbi express concern on Iranians ---7r rrr rrr O3t+-F3 
Sicrwee gid« Palewh thefne sed) per rer er re 04. 36 
oWieeecnurcn reps warn on retusee. policy srrritr oc ee 06. 24 
Canadian church leaders urge immigration reform ---73 33-33 -- = 06. 78 
World YWCA Committee focuses on refugees qr r rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr 07. 07 
Most... \WOAsleaders..Christians ; :womeneter torr ret ri nen 07. 08 
Refugees tell women's forum of their plight ------ error O72 2? 
Bishop urges Irian Jaya resettlement efforts ---~-7---3- 3-3-3 o." 20 
Chuteh+counittee ,looks.at.asylumkseckersynn-act tr net enn 10. 64 
Swiss Protestant federation speaks on asylum for refugees ------------- ba alle ay 5 
WCC supporting Chilean asylum seekers in Switzerland ------------------ AS pl 
Swiss church aid agencies urge asylum policy changes ------------------ 11. 45 
Swedish church leaders criticize immigration policies ----------------- PeS729 
Vietnamese church leaders in US review decade ---r3rrr rrr rrr 12. 66 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 
Brother Roger and children to visit Perez de Cuellar ------------------ 02. 69 
TaLFe Holds -Wor Ld smeet ih nas mre a a a t2, 60 
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RELIGIOUS RIGHTS /FREEDOM 


"UN Religious..¥reedom eText esc ten 2S tt a 8 Se a ee 01. 
Zambian church leader unhappy with multiplication --------------------- 02. 
East African Presbyterian moderator warns on splinter groups ---------- 02. 
Nuns facing expulsion meet on ‘right to dissent' campaign -----~-------- 1 
Prison termiforseGreekvevangeticals! proves t cds 4 ee ean Stee 03. 
Vatican, WCC reps meet on social thought and action --r3rrrk rrr ------ 04, 
Japanese debating blood transfusions) ---—-----——-—----—- 38-8 <= — = ———- See 08, 
Nepal ambassador responds to charges of intolerance ---~-~~-----~--------- 10. 
France; marks..edict-.s—-revocatton Sst eget Se eee er ree Lv. 
Indian court rejects privileges for Dalits who become Christians ------ . 
Uganda government declares holiday to mark martyrs' centennial -------- 1 ap 
RENEWAL 


RESOURCE SHARING 
WCC moderator highlights hunger, resource sharing -------3r3e rrr 08. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 


China:.diocese..rames-—two~—bishopst press ee rs ee ee Ol. 
Papal: broadeastain+-Peru: Laterouptedses 2 sess ea er arr ee 02. 
Jaffna -priests..criticizesS rimbankan bi shdpe' 044+ $3 435 oe See eee oem 
Lunar new year option given HK RCs on Ash Wednesday ~-- rrr 3-3- rrr e-- ES 
'Political..overtones‘HnotedeintGlenmpr Britis Visit? --r ae 03. 
Japan church issues manual on ceremonies for the dead -----~------------ 02. 
Srio Lankan bishops call»for-peaceful solutiont—e tr —9- "Saas 03. 
"Canterbury's Visit and Anglican-Roman Rapprochement”™ -----------~------ 04, 
Theologian Boffsorderedstot-curtahl pubite ~deeivitte oer 06. 
FRG gypsies».reflect:-on-treatment: dni WWidR RH ee Se Se nein ee ame 06. 
Conference:.lookswatisdocal-chireh future arr oer 06. 
Franciscans continue their leadership, despite papal advice ----------- 06. 
Roman:Catholics=andé Baptists in dinlogueeS Sse se ee Oe. 
Mexicanipartiesscriticize:churchs interference e849 Ossett e eraser 07. 
Effect stiof’ Boffs casa: onvrecument sarcll eds eee he gery i le ea en ee 08. 
Bishops: condemneviolentesin: Phidippi ness re ee aera = 08. 
WCC sends letter to bishops on anniversary of Vatican II -------------- 08. 
Study shows US RCs rejecting some teachings, more loyal --------------- Oy. 
“Ecumenical: Reflections yest re RR in nin ee 09, 
International Anglican-RC--dialoguercontinuess-35s— 482888 5 Serene a= 09, 
Cuban leader .mecets-~countrytegRCabisho pais st Fara es rae LO, 
“Communiqué. from-the-Joints Working 26roupre 49-43 5a rr er a 20. 
“Address -of..Popa-John-Paul~-Ii- togmoint Working “Croup” 0-3 s4sess 4-4 a+— 10. 
“Address to Pope John Paul II by Pastor Jacques Maury” ------~---------~ 10. 
Mother Teresa being ‘used' by conservatives? ~Hrrt er rere r rrr r rrr nnn rr Ts 
Runcie\.and: popentos meetoin: Februarye towlndla soon eee hi. 
Legislative body proposed for Roman Catholic church wre ee rre<9-----=-=- 12; 
Roman Catholic bishops' synod assesses results of Vatican II ---------- tae 


“Two Texts from.the-Extraordinary} Synod) of Bishops * rsh ses ena ee 


04 
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ROMANIA 

KRomaniandQechodoxhmarkseeantury rofeautotcephaly -—-----------—-----+--—-- = 73. ov 
Romanian Orthodox begin rebuilding theological institute -------------- 06. #6 
Useevangelist Crahamsupreaches tintRotanta -4s400-—— TO, 32 
Chate bern USStrebomaaiaevesdcedent—en scorn see ee jt eye ts 


SALVATION ARMY 


SANCTUARY 

US government indicts leaders of refugee sanctuary movement ----------- Papua a 
SCCLAsStatement on SanctuaryeMovementiArrests*i4n US" ~“+--—----+---------+ Ay deg We fo 
Variety of US religious leaders appeal on sanctuary --~--~--------------- 03. 84 
US.chuneh council. urgesjsanceua ryseonsid eration +-+>>--+>++->+---—--—-—-—-<= Ee ae oc 
"WCC Appeal for, Support. of US Sanctuary) Movement * —-------------------- sea BS) 
Group questions US church sanctuary involvement ~--r rrr errr rrr 10. 68 
US church leader: sanctuary trials threaten religious freedom -------- ip Resa | 
SENEGAL 

Atrican church human-rights-sesstonaplanned [s4ee—-8*—-3444=5--<--------=- i SO 
SEYCHELLES 

SHARING 


SIERRA LEONE 


SINGAPORE 
Methodist centennial..inMalayesie~and-Singapore = —---——  - 1m Eel ie) 
saaue neand hel Ciitahh herr arse ie ire oe ee en 05. 84 


SOCIETY (see CULTURE AND SOCIETY) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Denomination withdraws from SA Lutheran Federation ----~-~-------~----~---- 5 ee by 
Report on South African police conduct available --------3------------=- or. ee 
SA church council investigating 'unsavoury smear' of Boesak ----------- O01. 48 
SA white denomination suspends RES membership -----333-3-3 rrr te bp Re > 
SA Lutherans desegregate theological education ------------------- === == AE heageate ¢3 
PThe; Churchhinesouthedéfricaslodayeecnersarcshes cert erro one wae Oo 
SA bishops approve prayer day on Soweto anniversary ~----~-------------— Us, oe 
Boesak suspendedtwhileichutchilooksninto charget—---<<-<---<------- Os. Ue 
CharsesseazninetcSA ROcarchbishopedropped32+4-- +2 - 03. 14 
German church extends controversial SA church contracts ~--~------------- 03. 46 
Boesakidecieiohudelayeditijlsateleastheliiwareh oe 03. 74 
UDFaraligsexpressess.solidatity ete 03. 78 
US religious leaders call for end to ‘constructive engagement! -------~ Os, "Do 
Boteak Giecradiantiretinstated Sseersertess te ee Os. ay 
Chute he ote Gwedenlassenbly neetesensr cer a ee nm 03.101 
Church councils condemn deaths in South Africa -- errr rrr rrr 04. O1 
Boesak, Naude among 239 arrested in South African protest march ------- 04. 02 


/continued... 


« Looe 
SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 


"WCC Message# on\South African Situationtesctr. ee 
World*ehurch counciad . seores SG Agmee ting tha es ee ee 
SA ending ban on interracial marriage; church people react ----------- 
“South African Inmoraldity .e-eee  eee 
"The Ecuménical Tsolactomof the NC 
Breakthrough > passports? for SouthvALritanvthurcme rt <———--———————-=-__ 
SA Lutherans appoint full-time resettlement pastors -~---~-~----~---------- 
“Sout hwaAfricaem Coferecatiom Spite’ 4——- eee 
“Prayertfior amind toMmMinyustenule ia south Africa 
Prayer, call: triggers. SA. chirchi controversy yrs ore eee 
US church’ ¢roups, urgelends.to’ SAvhusinesst actimiity oS 
"Food Crisis in Southern Africa - Church Recommendation" --~----~---~---- 
Baptists, ecumenical federation in Italy denounce South Africa -------- 
SA church leaders back prayer day, warn on violence in black community 

South African church group says disinvestment 'now called for' -------- 
WCC writes UN, church on emergency in South Africa ---------<9--------=- 
SA- church™reps react! to? staterof cnergent yee 
Methodist peace meeting hears about South African situation ----------- 
sAvGchurch* leader regrets restrictions on funerals -<---------——————————- 
World church. committee.speaks~on«-publiteissiesietetst—t4es<r—S5=+~--~=— 
“Church. Recommendations ont Sauthern Africa’ = — 
Church reps not optimistic after meeting SA president ----~-----~-------- 
boesak Metention prompts. protestere -— Hares er 
World Reformed leader hoping to see Boesak wrt r rrr rrr rr rrr rrr rrr 
World Lutheran committee speaks on peace, S. Africa ---- 93-33-39 
Boesak expresses hope oir release ee Se ee ae 
South"Afvica Hans Tutw peateM*Qecture soctees eee ee 


Tutus so deraitied e--eeeceeri See eter re rere 
Ditech ichirch reps "place ads south Attica a 
Boesak (out* onuball;,vikidnappers-frea Wek a 


Nordic presiding bishops issue joint statement on South Africa -------- 
South Africantheologians: now ds! nonent of truth’ —<--————— 
Boesak vows ‘to’ continue struge]e! ~--—=— = 
"The Kairos Document” --~------------------- - = -- - - -- = - -- - --- - --- = -- == == 
Tut ‘says South “African siumnmtion dodesperate 
African church leader notes donor pressure --<7-~-<-~---------~------------ 
Naudé, Boesak, Winnie Mandela share award -------~---------------------- 
Finnish church group urges stop to South African trade ---------------- 
South Africa hangs black poet despite clemency pleas ------------------ 
SA government prohibits planned clergy visit to outlawed group -------- 
"Prison Reflections"  --------- 9 = = === 
World church leaders in ‘emergency meeting’ on South African situation 

South African Baptists: end~"evil' of ‘apartheid “-=-—=-=-+=+-==-===---- 
South African hunger strike seeks release of prisoners —---------------- 
US Presbyterians urge banks to fight apartheid -<--<<-<--=-=--=------------- 
World church leaders in ‘emergency meeting' on South African situation 

South African Methodists.not-raciet ;airesidenttssys 
Swedish church, labor reps join in anti-apartheid appeal -------------- 
WCC president, former moderator on Commonwealth panel ----~-~------------ 
"Harare Declaration'..urges:-big- changes in “South Africa ——————————-=—- 
South, African..church.leaders--call--for -acttons; net von 
Western church leaders voice concern about South Africa --------------- 
South African crisis moves evangelicals ------------------------------- 
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SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 


Gandléestdrawi wrathboftSouthsaAtricanepoti ce sttes— steed —s2 st 4-4 === 12. 48 
British Council of Churches calls for careful sanctions against SA ---- 12. 49 
Cauren,starts newsbdlack. monthlycin- Souheséf ticanscert-s2- 4 - Pere or 
“Southern African Church. Statement-on-SoutkpAtinica  Aq-tesss—-s544+-5---- 22°74 
PreL Oren ec 1 20a On Boas eee ee ae re Saree Ee Le eed ee, 


SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


SPAIN 

Spanish evangelical programme said well received -mrrr errr rrr rrr 03.116 
Suanish Evangelical national. eynod.to meeti srt Se a Nh heey 1 
SPIRITUALITY 

Tone stian opitituality;) General. Characteristics” ---~---------------- 022735 
Bers ee OO O28 tad Os SR ee een rare 04, 04 
World church reps discuss proselytism, spirituality ------------------- 08. 56 
SRI LANKA 

GOL LDaLptieésatsicriticizessricLankanabishopssase setter tte tessa ss=- 037 29 
Breceenuranebishoosicariiforvneacefulicsolution’$-<tsss 93 sss s<sSs<-44e~< 03; 737 
Religion and peace board speaks on Sri Lanka, Iran-Iraq, arms talks --- 04, 49 
peoer el Auementgoul St Danke eo es ae ee a Oss 79 
BCC speaks on Sri Lankan immigrants and US Nicaragua policy ----------- 06. 20 
Church reps in Sri Lanka revive ecumenical meeting ~-----3---3- 33-3 OFF "07 
ene baabaclScvareneotaoaalustcPeace Yass sore ae ee 10. 20 
SUDAN 

Nogete tenede pendants: Sydctiatediaae— neat akan eee UF? 33 
SURINAME 


SURVEYS, POLLS, etc. 


North American denominational giving surveyed ------------------------- 02. 64 
70 percent of Norwegians said to believe in God -------33- ner rrr nnn 039+ 10 
Swiss Protestant federation considers its problems -~----~------~-~-----~--- 03.123 
English Anglican bishops surveyed again on beliefs ---------~---------- O47} SE 
Finnish Lutheran research suggests church doing well in recent years -- 05. 06 
US Lutheran study shows many factors affect worship attendance -------- O57 St 
“hetlections .on. thecWelshaChurch Census }s-rntat ears ere r= USP 39 
Chutcheattenddnce: <Scote soveriEng lish cspesp- sts eee OS 9*SI 
Clergy paid the same said happier with salary scales ---~--------------- 064-535 
A million Muslims said to become Christians in Bangladesh ------------- 06. 53 
USekne iicanssioblect to epoll onupresidings bishop e-- == 06. 68 
Most US Presbyterians not so concerned about male images for God ------ OS. “LS 
Korean Christian Broadcasting System in new direction ------------~----- OS: 40 21 
Study shows US RCs rejecting some teachings, more loyal --------------- 09. 3a 


Aneiicans «studying fanily-isaues: globally -----------------—---—----——- 12. 68 
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SWEDEN 

Swedish archbishop-urges~betternedia work? <-+=------=-+-<-=<-=— U2, AIS 
Swedish Lutherans debate Masonic membership ---- 333-7 3-33-3-3-------------- 02. 74 
Ecumenical changes seen in Sweden and Denmark ~--33- rrr rrr rrr O27, 79 
Swedish“church .board“urses“SA  divestnedets—a9-+4e=5-——~ i a RS 
Chifrcl: Of ibwedendaesenbSy “neat ar ee O3:. LOL 
Swedish ‘bishops send peace Letter! 32335 —43+33 $4 =- = Ledeen pg tag p= 04. 48 
Swedish 'free synod' asks conversation with archbishop -------~-----~-~--- 09. 14 
Nordic church reps urge higher priority to interfaith relations ------- cs Pee 48) 
Swedish church leaders criticize immigration policies ----------------- 42-29 
Swed tsh ‘church hoard -warns''on’ biderhicarlicsies —----— === =-- D2, AO 
Government requirements for Swedish priests' education relaxed -------- TZ. SOL 
Swedish church, labor reps join in anti-apartheid appeal --------~------ Pa. ae 
Swedish Methodists, Lutherans recommend full communion ~---------~------- WA. ek 
SWITZERLAND 

1985 World Methodist Peace Award goes to Jimmy Carter -------3---------- Od... U2 
CopticiOrthodox+patriarch“res umes! functions == eee U4. Lo 
Brother ‘Roger and "childrewto wrist Perez dée"Cuellar = <---—--———-- 02, 69 
Angli cai’ newspapers “ih Bont roversies = S-—- 02. 80 
Reconel Mero? wersus] Me ra Clon) a ee ee ee ear eee G2. 0 
YMCA committee appeals on justice, peace, Mid-East ~-------------------- GS 790 
Pédee' groups-calLlsiGg@arie paige =" sesso See Sees 035... 90 
Swiss Protestant federation considers its problems -----------~--------- 03,203 
Religion and peace board speaks on Sri Lanka, Iran-Iraq, arms talks --- 04. 49 
New phase in preparation of Orthodox great synod announced ~-------~--~--- 04. 55 
Finnish, Swiss church reps support alternative service ---------------- JD wy “AO 
Coptic ,Ort hodox-warn“on“excoumunicated” pricst -————————— <= === 05. 34 
“Pastor? Woman Potter Fe 44e ae te ie re 05. 40 
NeWWordd= INCA“ eaderndmitd ed a Sr ee ee >, 79 
Suspended Lutheran pastor arrested in Estonia ---------~---~------------- 05. 69 
ag I alae ecteedeniinreactomipnindir cic UD. eo 
Swiss churcl *répe wari on *retugee” polity ee SSS 06. 24 
Swiss-voters ‘reject ‘rigit“to-life’ clase in constitirion —————————— 06. 38 
German Reformed churches support ecumenical peace council ----------~--- 08. 42 
Ecumenical program appeals on torture and capital punishment ---------- Oe te 
Study of interfaith theological discoveries getting under way --------- 09. 74 
Estontany church, officialrepotted’ arrestee EU, 735 
Moravians | "Baptists darking*anniversatics ee ee 10. 36 
Chur¢elt ‘péedple-get awa tl 6+" ="=<ers ass 9 ee 10. 44 
Swiss Protestant federation speaks on asylum for refugees ------------- LO, Ages 
WCC supporting Chilean asylum seekers in Switzerland ----~-------------- 11. 09 
Swiss church aid agencies urge asylum policy changes -----------~--~----—- 11. 45 
World's Christians prayed in connection with summit ------------------- DL. Joe 
US 5 (USSRAchurch-leade rs“edy “Cine Sts’ Hemi cot Lb. 63 
“Joint Summit Statement -by”“US-USSR ‘Church’ Leaders” “==----=---—-=-=----—-- LE. ped 
"Christ Ais “our“Ped ce” See Se a ee ee re Fhe SEL 
“Our iResponsibility-fortPeace Se SS 5 cs ley 
“Joint "Statement of. iChurch esders sein se. Sait Lt. -41 
SYRIA 
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TABAGISM 
Questions raised about religion-tobacco industry links --~----~---------- 
TAIWAN 
TANZANIA 


International lay leadership course convenes in Tanzania -------~------- 
Tanzanian president promises not to take over church schools, hospitals 
Lutheran pastors exchange grassroots experiences wert rr rrr rr rrr 


THAILAND 


bagheps, Goeieve withenooraberlagwetktcrete srr rr rrr rrr 
Glabovarastourt nel ener cases ec SosescergerSl Ss ES TICOT eT esse sere rst Ts 
STpntiemteatah heolosicaluerobleniansset-mseeres stress sr eStore eT ere 


THEOLOGY 


Soe hen neu ln ky tear eee eer tre Serre ST ETHOR TIT PI aS ISL aw es eee 
Faith and Order discusses understanding of the church -------~--------~-- 
Ben eaveeerreret rach siseeecrerc cre yer corr TUEDONl. Cle PESO te eee 
US, Latin» American, Caribbean theologians meet --rr errr er rr rrr rr rrr 
Bae eanuthcolvs ahs tree the mror ere nr cer Sr ee ae ee ee ee 
Rec Lee ecuORRVETaNSn A PAratdontt ssWsrars et or eee ee 
Seureuc.ansgandlOtherivaitheltosores car te nnn eee 
Forum teyiewsezOoyears Sfotheologicalt dialog: --- eer rer rrr 
[wate Condes Teenhen logical Dialoguesiie ere rr eee oe ee 
Rom Coleg rityeotaC rest 16 06) peer rnn tr ae I TT eee ee ee 
Vatican warns on liberation theologian Boff's book ---37--------------— 
8 bal ge TPE TE aad MM cts res rnc d of onal os a on en gram maar Una Po Oe a ae al aa 


Faith and Order holds African consultation on God, creation ----------- 


-Towatdeeal Christian: Understanding. of! Peace’ acct 
Vatican, WCC reps meet on social thought and action ---rrrrr rrr 
brnenorveand Echlogyiar- sor rar tea nnn eee 
SrA mee OR COpEhs | eS er rr rrr tre 
Kirk asked to examine its ministry practice, theology -----333--3-------- 
Liberation theologian Boff says he will continue ~-rr3r3rr rrr 
Germans? setyup< Orthodoxrtheologicalpinstitutes terror ttt rrr rrr 
Hues ramntiatherank setrup study entre sr rer er ee 
Ques tionstt rom ChinesetGeninarians! an— rn rrr rrr rrr ern 
moaliedi toeSomething Sind) eric cor ccoasie rr rare er nT Ten eee 
US Protestant and Oriental Orthodox discuss: new step -- 77 ttt rr ror 
SOREL Sti emi tyaandey Popubart Religion! fee ce mse ear er era 
POveh? LetterapniTheologicaliedication: (acresseerr cris t ee Sree eee 
Asia meeting looks at inter-faith dialogue and theological education -- 
PRetl ect ilonstonethe: Revocation ofi Nantesanserspesere eter ree teen 
Not actidgn’: on’ ctontroversial~ Finnish. theologianeara rte 
South African theologians: now is the 'moment of truth' -------------- 
Phat hat rost Documents eres On eee Oe Te ee 
Mecived ands surresth dropoing Efiliocve Masse 
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THIRD WORLD TOURISM 


“Ay Church Response torTourtsainttier Middle tase eee U4, Jie 
“Happy? Contonting “tests e ee ear ee 04. 76 
Ecumenical ‘towr)sm coalition*connlttee acetsi 052-35 
Eeunenicaluton rien coalitions nee tei se a ad 
~Lourisn asv@iThesiogical ten en 10.108 
TURKEY 

Danish? bishops, rabbit express contern om Traniais Uo, ae 
Patriarchate: warnste lergys ont civiateburt idtieation—————————-—————_—— bs Saas 
UGANDA 

Ugandaad Angedtcan+dtoceses Teporcred: C10Ged Sens ee 03. 86 
Usandane Leno per VOLCO COUC GE U2 ao 
Uganda RC archbishop urges end to detention laws 2" 6~-—-~— === 06. 46 
Proposals! made*on! church mediatd nttgands --S ee 06. 48 
Church ‘repsoreac:s tolcoup ini pendaiee ee 09. 28 
UgasidanCchertheleaderhaskedrroriet Ate re ae ee O09 A 
Revival of religious leaders' council proposed in Uganda ----<---------—- Lia Cand 
Ugandan bishop: polygamy ‘accommodation' possible -------------------- LO... sod 
Bishopseapper is bout rand ate ee ee 1G. 83 
Uganda government declares holiday to mark martyrs' centennial -------- 1 be ia i 
UNEMPLOYMENT/STRIKES 

Methodist president’ neeterniners’. leader ee Ui lvop i) 
Bishop announces commission on economic difficulties -----------------—- ies, An 
BCG COW iapeakonv Britis mt ihe wer Ke ee aR 
British church leaders comment on end of miners' strike --------------- Uo. ge 
Nigerian doctors'stri ke? promptsr church response ee 03.100 
Kiet tomstudywrnuctesrercirengr ee 06. 03 


UNIFICATION CHURCH 


Unification Church sends mailings to 300,000 clergy =------------------ UB. 
Unification Church reported stressing ecumenical ventures ------------—- 09, 40 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Anglicah®: mark 50ryrarstes “sere ee ee ee eee Ol. wo 
Methodism museum tombe “expinked eh ee ee 01. 08 
BritishiMethodistsrappesl onl overseas aid 01. 09 
Methodist: presidentrmects milters wileade rd Se ee Dd. SLD 
Kirksreportemissionary shé riage ee ee Oi.. tLo 
AnghicancEvangelitcal-assenbiytatrimisivirgscrovcln O01. 24 
Repétt..ém Sour tAtrtcanporree*cotddereavaris1e ORR.) 
UK qhurtti-repedifttdrron bidedtiicalissues ee O01. 44 
Slimmer British Free Church Federal Council proposed ---------~-------~ 1 EVs 
Preshy taéuianeeurge -effecrive blutalian ooo ae heath 
BCCu& CCW speak: on British mining? strike ess eee Tete 
World Methodist evangelism effort set; “eriticized = --——---————-—---—-—- ty ia a | 
Ecumenical’ Pei si educatiounvertect launched 02. 30 


/continued... 


~ Bea 


UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


/continued... 


Pe nent calt Beit i eh ehurthisiiudy planned .esre-sripct Tse oye go ee 02. 39 
Boviashpishops of lereproposals ontdiyorcesrercse tts crs ttt steer 02. 40 
Kick® presbyteriesire ject. .proposal)on.creeds))---t50- eee 02. 49 
Reps! ors Oritishvestranl i ehedichurchestneebas gene ete ter ces 02. 51 
Berra uu Qoakerssoruered to pay. take carte Trio Oe en ee O2P 65 
British Methodists mark 150 years of ministerial training ------------- OZOUsS 
English Anglicans debate bishops' role in teaching -------~------------- 02.105 
MaGide solo Logistecorgechilemnletoaulrize tes sorte ee ee OS. “27 
British Namibia reportiipsets (church leaders en 03. 38 
‘Poli ticals overtones’ poteduin Glenp Britishevisiteeesest- i 03. 49 
Proposed Anglican land sale for missile base questioned ---------~------ 03°50 
Scottish Anglican bishops say majority lacking on female priests ------ OS),0 3 
English, diocese: civesiipymestings) for, Lenten eee 034." 53 
UK Reformed say higher taxes okay to support overseas aid ---~----~------ 03. 64 
British church leaders comment on end of miners' strike --------------- 032° FS 
First RC preacher in four centuries in Lincoln cathedral -------------- 03. 81 
Stnay. pre ocner. faithaigeienificante: projected: t- er tirrrr eee 03.108 
British Methodists consider ordination criteria ----3- rrr rrr = 03.115 
British church reps act on famine, East-West relations, disarmament --- 04. 13 
UK parliamentarians reject charges on Namibian church ----------------- 04. 14 
Bricieus reer CourchiredbralsCounci eto. sligessrrcesc roe sre ces eee 04. 28 
English Anglican bishops surveyed again on beliefs -------------------- 04. 31 
Canterbury says church and government in ‘critical solidarity’ -------- 04, 32 
Fourth) European Ecumenical: Encounterranpounced se-tecrerstrsccs ooo 04. 57 
-Regional ecumenical advance proposed in England -rrrrr rrr rrr rrr rrr 04. 68 
Panei* Uc2es union’ of. 6) Scotal denomi nationss rae nese seer 04. 79 
Re Cee roe om London. 6 Sa seen ee ee net eee 04. 94 
Kirk asked to examine its ministry practice, theology ----------------- 05. O1 
"Rariections on ‘thet: Welsh>Church.Cansus sect ne OS, 139 
Pucci screncances. 2 Scate Over ines shea ae 05. 51 
Engii eh Anglicans getitiretiblackubishopa sr eer OS fah7 
Kirk assembly welcomes BEM, church unity reports -----3-3- rrr OS %3 
Pate Sten UdCk ear Shela es re er etree emir arminennanes 06. 03 
BCC speaks on Sri Lankan immigrants and US Nicaragua policy ----------- 06. 20 
British Methodists advised against Masonic membership ------~------~----- 06. 36 
Sunday communion in both kinds for RCs in England and Wales -----~------ 06. 37 
Het Che ecian Atdidirector announced Serre rrr 06. 49 
Irish Presbyterian moderator for capital punishment --~--------~--------- 06.4551 
Sieh Spee Wg Bons creas alee ota gta grew ge og ors Borg wary OR we ek 4 | kat cae ra aa 06. 56 
UGlee ren ose) appeAleonnrax. wi thle di nee ee 06. 58 
Retpneiiaetg on nopeus a rer sports eather rarer an ree 06. 61- 
Toto Methodist vouthieather Unilondonia-s ees ete 06. 66 
Oni mike iene end. Devel Soment. (ee oe ee ee eerie sr eS O62? V2 
Female deacons approved by English Anglican synod ---737-3-3-3-3-3----~--~--~-~-- OT, 10 
Beitd shetechoui st se earnedi oni Masons ee OF 2). 
Heads of religious communities hold ecumenical meeting ------~---------- O7.. 32 
oe el Cea oi Cy eR ga ote re age ots cae eet ater teers aT ae at aimee pete) cok va cee ena ob cea! lms maaan O7 2031 
Methodist peace meeting hears about South African situation ----------- 08. 10 
World Methodists urge war alternatives S0ON -- rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr 08). L2 
UK, Argentine church reps in Falklands/Malvinas dialogue -------------- 08. 37 
English Anglican bishops warn on clergy divorce ------3--- errr O9/°L6 
Anglican Catholics, Evangelicals join to oppose female priests -------- OSS UL? 
UK church group in poster campaign on Nicaragua -r wrt rr ttr errr O95 939 
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BritishiMethodise-vp-Tfeports racist ar tac Retgert— t H es ae 
BeitishoMethedist-Lay-mintstry “approdc Reehang 1g eee 4 5 SSeS Sem 
WCC leader honored by Moscow Theological Academy ----33-333-3 3-3-9 
Tuguyéays-SouthvAfrbeantsitastronr te "desperate ee nae 
Why are Reformedand Methodists still separate? --------------------~--- 
Bonhoffer-Orzanisation ta ibd slaunchedss44-.- <n 
British Methodist’-Masons fight hace —4- = —  —  ee 
WACC  Faunches--ehtrd<workd*tectnclrory stud yer 
Nepal ambassador responds to charges of intolerance ~--- 3-33-39 ---------— 
Some disused English church buildings become homes ~~---~~-~-3---~--~------- 
World <pmmnunton—-secretari dmmadie ee 
Scottish church: headers; appeal) on) niicldar freeze. * = 
Scottish Congregationalists urge European food aid ~---3--33-3--- 3 -----= 
TReformed-MethoddstoRel dation nee Sa ee etrenene 
“Let ter bf romphondént > Serr a 8 er eee ne es 
UKrigroitp forceGhricsttiancpareicipaci catint po Bit Pe rr eer een 
Anglican leaders send messages of concern over Liberia ---3-3-r3-3------— 
tAirernativeeConamuntcationh Sete 
Runcie says 'more effective' Anglican links may be needed ~------------- 
British>churchereps~-weicome ‘Lrich= sctords<+-o -  S- 
South Af rieansMethodists-notcratisty { presidenttsays "ae 
Anglican council adds mission/social issties secretary ----------------—- 
British church delegation to Falklands/Malvinas planned --------------- 
WCC president, former moderator on Commonwealth panel ~------------~----- 
Scaktish churchtleaders“hand*over freeze" petition? 
British Council of Churches calls for careful sanctions against SA ---- 
Cogénanted+cherchessint Wa lost eC er ee a 
Weigh ministers-speakroutrontatacscite Seer l- sso ee 
Inner city British Methodist ministers warn after riots -----~---------- 
URGRandtScottisehsGongregationalist(st toisiderfuntour 
Church?léaderssurget'freervotre?onisitiday dtrading--—-——-— 
Anglicaisustudyiagefamtiyertssues’ globally 


UNITED NATIONS & UN AGENCIES 


“UN Relig i over Preedomt Tesh eg re an ener 
Dutch church council urges support for anti-torture treaty -----------— 
Unicef, dnd -WGG-lLeaders’see “joint co-operation eee 
WCOla Castrotacsks-for-co-operntion on Health “eee ere 
“Thee WG) and-t-Fiehtavetnse Ratt st 
"WCC Message to Mark End of UN Women's Decade” ------3-- rn ree 
Womesi raf lectuoentdecadal srr esl ee nn eae 
Worldnchurch+comnitteerspeakstonrpanlitiissycs* eee ae 


UNITED STATES 


"Partnership", not merger, proposed for Disciples and UCC ----~--------- 
Methodist? bishopstmeets cnteacstawsl-e22 53 
Chipar diocese*names~tworbi sheperee tracer: 7 epeeen 8 oe 
Chrietiaisandedewstfritetensbehes sicko 
Eace@latite: mitircarization dirtiest ar anatese lie ee 
USi eared: leadervdegd tester bapeae ree er er ee 
Ethiopian MarshaliePianinsustesttte sae ee 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


US news service votes ‘religion and politics' top story --------------- 
Former US president honoured (terete r rrr rer 
US «religious groups*filesshareholdersresolutions ----7+--=--++=-----+--~- 
Consultation considers Christian understanding of health, healing ----- 
Baptista temo le) es Mier tn ire are prereset ere inca 
Dozens of US religious leaders arrested in apartheid protests --------- 
Bishop announces commission on economic difficulties ------------------ 
US Lutherans consider "rural crisis" ---------------------------------- 
US ticity !seekingefour more churchgheadquartersy-—reer 
Nuns facing expulsion meet on ‘right to dissent' campaign ------------- 
US government indicts leaders of refugee sanctuary movement ------~----- 
New denominations, technology mark us 'march for life’ ---------------- 
US, Latin American, Caribbean theologians meet ------------------------ 
Religious: groups isaid/to)beyphilaathropicileaderst—-=-—~--+-==-*>--+------ 
North American denominational giving surveyed -----~--~-----------~------ 
Media sex, violence discussed at church hearing --------~-------------- 
USSR government representative first official WCC visit --------------- 
USSR (Baptistchyan— book (sent eee ee tre eee 
Russian Orthodox Church names new WCC representative ------------------ 
European Baptist youth reps meet --- ~e rene 
More USSR Baptist reconciliation steps reported ----------------------- 
US Lutheran bishops oppose further budget cuts for poor --------------- 
Geren schvbe lid ering yanelruralcorteis per tit te a 
US Presbyterian assembly to get recommendation on ordination ---~------ 
Common ground seen for USA evangelicals, 'ecumenicals! ----------~------ 
Partnership rather than union urged for two US denominations -----~---- 
250 US religious figures condemn US refugee policy ----------3---------- 
US UCC leaders urged Central America policy changes --------~---~----~---- 
US denomination debates abortion. policy. --7t ett rn 
US religious leaders call for end to ‘constructive engagement’ -------- 
Variety of US religious leaders appeal on sanctuary ------------------- 
Unification Church sends mailings to 300,000 clergy ------------------- 
Pidspyteritans (restore. snecial-Sundaysyercr srt ee er 
US Anglicans plan working class ministries meeting -------------------- 
Survey shows pastors ill prepared for family problems ----------------- 
US: church «attention to!) Chile situation: on! rise: rst er er 
Removal from clergy roster recommended for activist pastor ------------ 
Leader of US RC bishops who. visited Nicaragua criticaly-----------=---- 
Evangelical group opposes lotteries, pornography, homosexuality ------- 
Presbyterians get recommendations on congregational conflicts --------- 
“Letter from New York" ------------------------------ --- - = -- - = --- = -- === 
Bishops.say Castro ‘open.to. dialogue! onerr-s“nencr ne srt re 
Fallwell apologises for endorsing 'Christian America’ ----------------- 
Baptist ,Youth: World Dayuof« Prayer .set. nostro 
First inter-Anglican development conference held --------~-------------- 
US Lutheran office asks apology to Japanese, Aleuts ---7-~~-3-~---~-~--~-~---- 
US Lutheran committee endorses ll-point policy on agriculture --------- 
Lutherans list 'potentially disqualifying' conditions ----------------- 
US church groups ponder role in tax resistance -----~----~------------— 
Ecumenical meeting considers response to US farm crisis --------------- 
Church aid sent to Canadian Indian band ------------------------------- 
US Lutheran study shows many factors affect worship attendance -------- 
UCC conference ministers oppose US Central America military aid ------- 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


UCC. board.adopts-cividedilsobedience policy (ere e+ ee ee ree 
US Protestant and Oriental Orthodox discuss: new step --- 733 ---------- 
US. .church.councihl-urged—to,overcomenLts (Wwolinds hte Ae wei Ra ee 
US. church .councidwrges sanctuary consideragl on. -S-eSe~ Ses eee rere 
German and US church leaders continue 8-year-old dialogue ------------- 
Friends World College opens centre ia Grid, ie a att wren ee nent ae itech oe 
Delay in Adventist decision on women's ordination Fee dime deiainiaiad 
Four US Methodist denominations to consider co-operation --------~---~-~-- 
Eastern Orthodox, Lutherans speak on ‘divine revelation’ -------------- 
US. .chuxrch:.g¢roupsturge--end: towSA) bubiness? detivity, -- Sree ete 
Clergy paid the same said happier with salary scales --r rr rrr rrH---- 
Some Central American RCs said to seek safety as evangelicals --------- 
Baptists moviage serrate eter recs aS eee 
American Lutheran council denounces Ethiopian resettlement ------------ 
US, Methodists.consider-commonr hymna LOS Get 62-86 oH 5 See ees eee 
Southern Baptists,meet~for-possibles/ big) shootout? -4e-4—-=—6 == 
Convention affirms removal of controversial pastor from roster -~------ 
US religious groups seeking shortwave licenses ~-rtrrr rrr errr nnn 
USvecumenist.6tubersdiestrr mise eare ser see any nee ee 
US«Anglicans-object~to+pobl~-bdnrpresidi ne” Dishs po eee rine 
Central American Anglican bishops condemn US embargo -7-3-33 3333-3 
Ethiopians and new element to US Oriental Orthodox picture ------------ 
“Letter pto.Reagan:from-KoreanrChristian! Farmers yer eee 
Orthodox symposium sees 'new ecumenical stage! ------------------------ 
Adventists:.remeLect.-theirirwo nlidybsadaryte pre tl OF enor are 
“Letter rf rom. NewYork pres re a ne eee 
“Latin «Americen--Letter -to US Church cp ee i ie comet ratieieinceinnenae tte 
8000: atrends Loch Bap that comer Samer ee ee an etn tiie ran ier ane ae 
Ronan Catholics:andmBeptists dnrdialosuer rete rane 
Adventists issue statements on racism, peace, drugs, family ----------- 
World Methodist. Council, circulates: affirmation =--———~-+---+-~+---——=- 
Patriarch favors Orthodox unity in USA, but doesn't see it soon ------- 
US Lutheran.policy-on-disabledpastorse’ protester ee 
US Lutheran bishops making international ecumenical tour ~----~---------- 
US Lutheran.report-oa--cohabi tatien! t-te se5- oS ee 
Most US Presbyterians not so concerned about male images for God -----~- 
US ecumenical group to provide teachers for China -~--3----3-33----- === 
Methodists debate work of unofficial mission society ------------------ 
LeightonsFord.leaving jBillysGraham As sO6LGELGn + 4344S SHS — $854 S54 See 
Unification Church reported stressing ecumenical ventures ------------- 
20 Presbyterian legislators fault denomination's stance --------------- 
Seventh-day Adventists react on women's issues 77-39 rr rere 
Baptismafocus.-of-unity-atrecumeni¢aited the tingle seer eee te sea 
Study shows US RCs rejecting some teachings, more loyal --------------- 
Boesak out on bail; kidnappers free Weir -~---------------- rai ch ard spel 
Pope, US Lutheran Bishop Crumley in 'unprecedented' exchange of letters 
US. Anglicans-.choose, newsleadentert Fe ee rn ene 
International Anglican-RC dialogue continues ~-rr3 rrr rn ren ren n-- 
US. Anglicans.act..on--severak sda re ei eile itt ct ite rete etapa tien as oe en te Sen 
Washington-to-Moscow— peace vrtibbon Wl SR Ser esti ete Sem 
US. Lutherans; .revisercritertia~ foryvordrudt lon ern se ee tee wane ae 
“Letter, rom New-York. qari ep erin ns a mn ee nn a re om 
US..churches»councilraliocateshifacm Ales 22 R86 5 eee See ea emioare 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


US church council makes recommendations on media violence ------------- 
United Methodist bishops delay nuclear-weapons letter ----------------- 
Questions. raised,about..religionttobacco jindustry ‘links))--=------------- 
United Methodists set inclusive language guidelines for hymns --------- 
Vaudé aa Boesaki p.WinnitesMandelat-share-avardé-s-*-- = 
GroupsquestionssUSichurchssanctuary finvolvenéntc A= 


USebighopgureviseulettereon..cconcay>>-tneasietr wee ee 


Study of US RC seminaries focusing on women's role ---~-7-----~-----~-~----- 
Mother) teresasheing. used’. by. conservatives?) +-- i - 
US. RC. bishops: criticize Nicaragua: state of emergency ------~------------- 
Congregation gives 1.85 million US$ -----~~----------------------------- 
“Inter-Religious Position Paper on the ‘Crisis of Work'" -------------- 
"WCC Letters on Reagan-Gorbachev Summit" -------~-----~----------------- 
US church leader: sanctuary trials threaten religious freedom -------- 
US Lutheran bishop writes Reagan and Gorbachev rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr 
“Comparing Canadian and US Christianity" ------------------------------ 
Church reps from Cuba in US visit ~------ rrr rrr nr 
Interfaith action; boycott,~—summit)on-US~church: agenda’<—-------------—- 
USePresbyteriansiurgesbanks«tosfighteapartheid: seos- e240 F+----o- = 
Vatican editorial stresses urgency of demilitarisation ---------------- 
US, budget proposals,.worry.Luthetan~- bishopsd-nt—-feses ste Fee ees Sesser 
"Letter from New York" ------------------ -- -- - - --- - - - - - - - -- - ----- ---- == 
World's Christians prayed in connection with summit ------------------- 
USexeUSSRechurcholeadetsisatatinenia sruaning,: outset csc ts tsetse nr - 
“Joint Summit Statement by US-USSR Church Leaders” -------------------- 
"Christ is our Peace" -------------- = - - = - = - = = 
“Our Responsibility for Peace" ---------------------------------------- 
Frontier Internship in Mission programme marks quarter century -------- 
Methodist» bishops.releasei drafts on» 'nuclear crisis’  ------------~----- 
Theologians suggest dropping 'filioque’ --ert ett ttre 
US church opposition to Filipino government grows --------------------- 
James E. Wagner dies --orretr rrr rrr rrr 
Michael Robert’ Zigler cdies. ---s9e rrr ent srr 
"Joint Statement of Church Leaders at End of Summit” ----~------------- 
WEF adds church renewal commission -------~----------------------------- 
Holiday for Martin Luther King ---7-3rre wenn rr 
Vietnamese church leaders in US review decade ------------------------- 
Church in Czechoslovakia reviewed ------------------------------------- 
US Methodists have African higher education plans ~---33-3-333-3-3 3333 


UNITY 


(ChristianiUnityarc/Localsand.Woridgue cto tone tere rere eee ae 
Christian leaders affirm Lebanese unity, invite Muslims to meeting ---- 
peotoperaCiveaMission in. KoreatandsJapan (hess es-se-——- 
PaCS) OLECE SER OOL0L eUNOCOUS LOSN0U LGC LON 8 nt rn ne 
USSchuréhtcouncil urged to overcome its wounds ----~—---~------~-------- 
Kirk assembly welcomes BEM, church unity reports ---------------------~ 
RWCGGeStatement ionuSPCUsi25theAnniversa ry een nnn a= 
Will is lacking to implement church unity says WCC leader ------------- 
"What does the YMCA expect from the RC Church?" ----------------------- 
“General Secretary's Report" ------------------------------------------ 
Patriarch favors Orthodox unity in USA, but doesn't see it soon -----~-- 


/continued... 
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UNITY (continued) 


Commission considers relationship of church unity to rest of world ---- 09. 03 
Church reps in Sri Lanka revive ecumenical meeting --------~---~-------- O09: 0/7 
New Lutheran leader stresses unity, dignity, cooperation -------------- 09. We 
Baptism focus,.of,-unitmatuecunentcaljgatheriiigr-—se+ see 8-H e ae 09. 54 
"What is:.a United:.Church tesco rrr ye a 09. 61 
“Church Unity. .and..Renewal--of-Humanr Community Asses e tee a oe 09." G2 
Joint Dutch: Reformedssynodrneeting delayet( Sere sare ee ig, 2S 
Covenanted:‘churchesins Wakes; media a eae Sr a V2." oo 
URC: and ‘Scottish..Congregationalists: consider UnioMm “Sq rae 1, Ott 
URUGUAY 

Church-state...celations~said~ improving” in Uruguay -H<<$—$$6$+2 5 <4) See ah, ao 
USSR 

Tass, reportson» prayersmfor-Chernenkor a eee O35, lao 
“Letter: from. News ork err rere re rece eee nee eer erm 04. 06 
USSR. Baptists: hold-centennial—congresséterte Shee a S  e 04. 51 
“Peace, Tasks..of Religious: Cige lesiverseetshrthr ener se Hes ht ese eee 04. 97 
Suspended Lutheran pastor arrested in Estonia --r rrr reer rrr rrr 05. 69 
"Soviet Religious Leaders' End-of-War Anniversary Appeal" ------------- 06, 09 
“ArMose ow-Lening rade Di aryrerir 2 tae tht PRR eka Pee Fa OR een 06. 29 
Young Soviet Baptist ministers meet; Bible students graduate --------- 06, 54 
Latvia; Lutheran archbishop dies; RC bishop honored ---33---33-"-<------ 09. 10 
Soviet Baptists meet delegates to youth festival ------- errr nnn 09, 38 
"Notes yom the»Church--ti- Ee to nia te a ar ie ee ee 09. 45 
Washington—to=Moscow,(peacensibhon! eos Sa tS a tte say & 4 
Service for .Soviet)-Christians ‘during: Gorbachev “vidit (-S3<- eae a= i, geo 
Evangelist .Swaggart»preaches:in- Soviet UnLlow ers er ne Lo. ae 
Estonian ‘church.offictal--repertedvarrestedi ye te er eee J. a 
Church:din USSR5.Romaniawiebbed-t aa eee 1. pd 
"WCC, Letters,..on.Reagan-GorbachevirSummd tore Serene i. 
US Lutheran bishop writes Reagan and Gorbachev ~-~--rr rrr rrr rrr Poa ea 
Vatican editorial stresses urgency of demilitarisation ----~--------~---- Ia. 3 
The, (i2th- Nosld, Youth-Festival eee eS oe ae ey mn tei aden aml 14% oO 
World's Christians prayed in connection with summit ------------------- Jas, Oe 
US, USSR; chureh,,Leadera,peyntime iar running! Cie ee 7o. 
“Joint Summit..Statemeuti-by- US-USSRo Church! Leaders” 8+ 365+ ee 11. 70 
‘Christ: is. din Péacetoesaar sro ee are 9... gi. 
“OuprwResponsibility for-Peacely n-ne ee ra 14... We 
Suspended: Estonian: :pastoriisenhenceds tr na nr eerie rar ae 12. 27 
“Joint, Statement~of).ChurchsLeadersratnEnd ofS umni C08 4 B52, 


URBAN RURAL MISSION 
URUGUAY 


“Freedomand .Responed bility sept torn BS ER Al eR A erent 05. 80 


— Sp oe 
VATICAN 


pd PRS BP OI ae ag ta ad ds YS) Sahay wines mn ee TT allo a 
Scientists; meetraty Vatican .onxspacesweapons1 te 83 
Pope announces surprise synod to mark Vatican II anniversary ---------- 
Vaticansapproves) liturey: for uses by.ex-Anelicans yr 
Vaticansarticles suggestentlimits!) tosecameniism cranes 
Vaticanwwarnseontliberation theologians Boffisxbookites-sre 
Vatican, World Council reps meet on interfaith dialogue --------------- 
Poserannounee saanni ad. yout nie yee re ne oe 
Tireetingsut rom: Popes tos WCC, GeneralsSecretary*err-———rce rs 
Vatican, WCC reps meet on social thought and action ~---------~---------- 
open oa tieiees Codarie ase Sess reeer terrence eee sr eer sree 
Poped thanks, i warns) Czechoslovak priests\igroup acerr- tortor 
Teepdesiaogport orderedetoicurtait public activitiess-certrcc (cote tsre~ 
Sunday communion in both kinds for RCs in England and Wales ----------- 
“Whatidoesithe YMCAi expect..from-theweRCuChurch® srttrts— torre 
Pope, US Lutheran Bishop Crumley in ‘unprecedented’ exchange of letters 
Vatican editorial stresses urgency of demilitarisation ----------~------ 
Church-state relations said improving in Uruguay --rrr33- rrr 
Roman Catholic bishops' synod assesses results of Vatican II ---------- 


Ecumenism marked at bishops' meeting to review Vatican II -------------- 


VIETNAM 
Vietnamese bishop said to have been interrogated 120 days ------------- 
VIOLENCE /NON-VIOLENCE 


Pete 3 teen OAbewe Ca len bntanterrre Serr ar rae anne 
Korean Presbyterian assembly holds rally to support church -----~------- 
"ChurchrStatesent dngViolefiicerin: Korea. 
Nonviolent strategies are Brazil church-labour link ----------------~--- 
Emilio Castro visits FRG peace group, president ---r3rrr renner nn 
Lebanese church reps react to Christians’ situation ----------3--3------- 
Reconesiiati onshopediattercspotteudesaths -oocrsrrr rn nen 
SA church leaders back prayer day, warn on violence in black community 

Bishopsscondemn violence, in» Philippines | sserprrrsrr srr re 
Madagascar church leaders react to kung-fu killings ------------------- 
Inner city British Methodist ministers warn after riots --------------- 


WALDENS LAN 


“Thesltalian Waldensian Féeasteofsbiberation)” weetonncet sito tt 
Italian Waldensian/Methodist synod questions BEM, state aid ----------- 


WEST AFRICAN ASSOCIATION OF THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS 
WEST INDIES 
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i ign Tt 
WOMEN 


Pep Tah aiken csr ee ee ee ee 
“How ‘Doi IP Hand le-Powe a+ seeaee teins limit cinders eae 
“The Situation of“AcstamMiprant Wondr as 
"A Theology of Humanhood: Indian Women's Perspectives" --------------- 
Sexual equality in Finnish Lutheran administration urged -------------- 


Forni: fro mank-<idor Womens "US Cad er 
*Past on) Wondii, Mother ht ree ee ee a 
Runcie\in Austraita:-“woner s*ordi tation —-—- ee 
Migranny Women s*-traer crc ase ee 


Delay in Adventist decision on women's ordination recommended --------- 
Sexoclity iacrelig ion Tesearcners CONC LUG Gy tr ee ne 
Interfaith researchers study” views Of° sexuality’ =-—-—-—-<——---—-----———— 
Ethiopian Lutherans conduct seminar for female staff ------------------ 
Most YWCA leaders«Ghristians>cwonet! 24-—---— ee = 
Female deacons approved by English Anglican synod ---3-3-3-3393-3-----== 
"WCC Message to Mark End of UN Women's Decade" -~---------------------— 
Woten’ Tafleetonwdecade “ert asulU esses 425 ee ee 
Refugees: tell“wonen”s-forun’ vr "thelrepiisic ee 
Women's) youth*s“role len tworlé*charén*azgend a ——— 
Anglican Catholics, Evangelicals join to oppose female priests -------- 
Most US Presbyterians not so concerned about male images for God ------ 
Seventh-day Adventists react”on’ women's issues: —-<—<<---------------==- 
Australian Anglicans move towards women's ordination ---~-~--~---~-------- 
Women's global consultation on peace and reconciliation --------------- 
Kenyan’ YWCA) hears About? Wonen’ s*frustrationr = -- = a 
Study of US RC seminaries focusing on women's role ----r rer nH 
Row over remark on air hostesses aired at church meeting -------------- 
Mother. Teresa’ being ™weed" by’ eoiserviti ves? = 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES 


"WU CO i aa rach) WAR a rn i ennai I eee apres mnpernge em ae eae rn ae es RT 
“Refortation~for-the’ Rerormee = Sees ee Se ee 
“Refilectitons“on'the* Revocation or nauces: ee neers 
“A Wordafrom+wARCaonvthetldiCl® Git Nan teary — ea a SS Seen 
World: Reformedleader-tioping "to" sé6 "Boegsak =SSeoe"se Ss Se 
Boegak’ expresses*hope* On’ release ae oe ee 6 SS nar aa ae enero 
Boesak oOgt ’on~bait>*"kRidteppers! (reeves ener 


WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION 


WACGHlatinches“thitrd-world*tecincligy steady ese 
“Al cairygti ve=Conmeniedt itn coe er ee 


WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE INTERNATIONAL (WCRPL) 


WCRPI appoints new executives ------- cobra argh nec oom eettortvcm stent ace peck amyl pawn 
south Africa bans Tutu tpeseet Lectin ei ee eee 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


USSR government representative first official WCC visit --------------- 
Russian: Orthodox honour (former WCCochiet ——2-- = SS 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 
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Former ecumenical WCC figure dead ~----~-- nr ee 
WCC attracts many ViSitoOLls -r- tr tnt rrr errr 
"Doing Theology” ------------------------ +--+ === 
“Women under Racism" —---~—— 9 ee = 
“Armenian Claims and Ecumenical Responsibility" ----------------------- 
Faith and Order discusses understanding of the church ----------------- 
"Loccum, Bernard, Luther, and Ecumenism" -----~------------------------- 
Castro installed as WCC secretary srrrrr rte 
igtetscourch@atd icomissionamcetawe Ses a a ee 
Wanvex, -stuWor ld pCoundt licscholarshipe.-ineteasingi--- si 
"CCIA Statement on Sanctuary Movement Arrests in US" ------------------ 
World Council of Churches sends New Caledonia letter --------~---------- 
Two new members recommended to World Council of Churches ---------~----- 
World Mission & Evangelism Commission meets on issues ~---7----~-~--~---~-- 
“Relationships in Mission" -------------------------------------------- 
WhristiansSpirituality: sGeneraleCharacteristicsstost—----? 
“WGC dLetter to»Evangelical.Church\in-New Caledonia’: -—~—-->------=----—— 
Werld Council staff changes. ---~-rr ttre 
Unicef and WCC leaders see joint co-operation ~--------7--- 9-9 - = 
East European church help for Ethiopia drought victims ---------------- 
1986 Christian unity prayer material. distributed ---~--~-~--------------- | 
Pommenical sinstitute .conciudes cannualusesslone trot sere en 
Forum reviews 20 years of theological dialog -------------------------- 
"New Religious Movements" —-------------- +9 enn 
"Jewish-Christian Relations" ------7------------ -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - = 
"Christian Unity - Local and World -------------3 999 
“Easter Thoughts" ----------------- -- nnn 
"WCC Presidents' 1985 Pentecost Message" --------~---------------------- 
Tat etecran ep bet toa ety Bt tre rrr ee ere ee 
"The Integrity of Creation" ------------- 9-2 
"Resurrection of the Chinese Church (1)" ------------------------------ 
“Resurrection of the Chinese Church (I1)" ----------------------------- 
"Orthodox Presence in the WCC" ---------------------------------------- 
IMG Mesaace ron (South rAtricansSitustion eres pe ne ne 
World church council scores SA meeting ban --r--- 9-9 t rn 
"Resurrection of the Chinese Church (III)" ---------------------------- 
"Vie sand OU Ralsa\cRafuceed Winker ern nee 
"Resistance and Christian Witness" ------------------------------------ 
"Reformed Resources” ------- 9 er 
“Gospel. & Culture ;— What.do. we (Mean? "e-----7-~- 7-7-7 > 
Wards pede Seb ltu ren Wha tebe. Acc entoiritree reer areno noe ee 
"From Inculturation to Dialogue" -------------------------------------- 
"Mission & Missionaries in China” -------9------------------------------ 
“Gospel..& Culture- ‘Relationshi psi. --s—s sn 
Vatican, World Council reps meet on interfaith dialogue --------------- 
Faith and Order holds African consultation on God, creation --------~-- 
"Thinking and Working in Dialogue" ------------------------------------ 
“Graeting. fromtPope ttowWCC CeneraliSecrétaweaer ceo eee 
International church & society committee outlines 1980s plans --------- 
Vatican, WCC reps meet on social thought and action -----------~---~----- 
"Theology and Ecology" ------~----~---------------------------------- === 
"Limits to Growth” ---------------------------------------------------- 
"A Church and Society Vision" ----------------------------------------- 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 


"WEG: ands WAR Ghat tn Se a ee eee ee ee 
"Resurrection-of therChinese~Church "(IV)" °======-===------=<-<--====--== 
"WEC3 LettereoneAnni-versatiesr ths aa ee ee a re nee emehcrrre 
~EéumenicaleVisiontosleancentrsascaia Ss creccc li Se ee 
SOur | Just »God+- er -ser teeta Sr her ar Sata re R ae See ee ee aenreres = 
"Questions s£rom?Ghineser Sémi darian 96-26 — Ba iS oe ee a ae a oo me 
“Gaileds toeSomethtnerSmaik he ri See ear err enim temo t 
Phightiof shebacone>+Cashro*urgesfnespouse. 
Globakvclergy-andelay~-repsrpran’WeCrunte’ 11 il-aeenda’-—— 
“Ecunenitsminethe Netherlands “vera se Stare 
“Ref lections~on:-the-Churchrinathe Netherlands S+—=-—- +--+ i ee 
“Christianity and ‘Popular Religion'” 
“Haitian FolkeRelicétontocrméseee ear re ee anna enna 
Emil forCaserouevisiterERGrpeacesQroupy “predi dene a re 
“WECo StatementeonrSridhankitte torres tee ne ea 
"Oth: AnniversarycofitherwArieniansMartyreM(2e May) 
*OrthodéxeMi seioietntindiatysttcesttet he — 
“Challengesitoethe*CopticxChirchr Today i eee 
SexualityrcdnsteiigionsresearchéersiT¢ont.idenr ee 
Interfaith researchers study views of sexuality -------3-3--3------------ 
“Ref léctions-onrEthtopta*yercracseeeeeseeae nels te ee de oe 
“Open Let tefsonrtheo logical Education! leete re 3s a ee 
WCC! s | Cast rosasksxEoreco-operationvongheal tht-4s80 ses oe 4S 4 == 
Argentineopresident?toraddress(pWCCemeatligt sso tse ee ere ee 
‘ApMos¢ov=LeningradeDiaryie 2 So te ean 
"Orthodox. 264-BEMfacrtrerlotns rt er a sees nee 
"WCC. Appealsfor+SupportcofeUSeSanctuary Movement) —-—-2------— 
“WCC.Statement«on:SPCU!6*25thvAnni versaty 5 Pee 
"Theological Consensus~on*Peace/ Justice” ===-=====—- == === — 4 55 $s 
Canadian 4Cotnehleafochirchiesrasesatly ee 
“They WOO and—-UN--Fight-Agairst Racist ee ee ee 
nRacd aut naWee tern Bur oper tr ate eee eee ene eee 
Ecounenicaleptayerkeyetertrovbe revistat ee ee 
Asia meeting looks at inter-faith dialogue and theological education -- 
SChurd hihi d-coeKempuched Retr eae ernie ctr ot ae emer ene eee eee 
“Economics and the Ecumenical Family” ------------- sb ania hacheeame sar eerie a 
Wiehe Vissered/e-Hooftsrecumenteal’etant, des. oe a oe 
Wasks Vissex--tiHoofttdrecumentewie i aie fig ee re 
W..,  Viilgser-e-Hoeft1--- tributes around worl — 
Wim, AVipeereLestootc hemsiyshonersvand pak. ee eee 
Visser 't Hooft remembered as one who brought people together --------- 
“WCC; Message--to:MarkoEnd~ ofc UN» Women's" Decade" ———-= = +++ + — 
“Spixiteel CéntctibutioasstosWortyyPeates te = 
"Harpongoof—-Rels stones a ee ee 
“Memorial Sermonsforew7 Cae nviase PT ACRHOOT Cea Sees HK - sce Se 
"Free to0Se tves snr r=——-ees Sets — shee en ee ee 
"Youth Covenant on Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation" ------------- 
“Ecumenical —Learntagt<sesr reer ee a a en anne an een eer 
“Edtaburgh 1985*<-<-—¢p94— 5S SS ie Be ee ee ee ean ee es 
OTheaWOCnlaL Aged tha Ghe——--——~ ho7 268+ a ae 
“The nCregs in-the-Streetresul “Madr ae ee ee 
Will is lacking to implement church unity says WCC leader ------------- 
Effects Jof :Bofi-caaerontecument st Cited ee ee 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 


WOGmeauancia tied tmetegaat daksunnyeand cool +e ————<—-————~ ee se 08. 
WCC moderator highlights hunger, resource sharing ----~----------~------- 08. 
WCC committee begins its work with worship ----~---~ oe RS yn a ne on aaa 08, 
WCC writes UN, church on emergency in South Africa ------------------—- 08. 
Sentral; Amervicaiflastuurged  atawCComeeting pmasceceartrocte ee 08, 
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SHOPTALK (52/01) 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, deadlines for the 
next issues (noon GMT unless otherwise noted) are: 


Friday 11 January (0800 GMT) 
Friday 18 January (0800 GMT) 
Tuesday 25 January 

Tuesday 05 February 

Friday 08 February (0800 GMT) 
Wednesday 20 February (noon GMT) 
Tuesday 26 February 


New Caledonia: In light of the current situation in the French Pacific 
territory, you may wish to refer to EPS items 84.03.67, 04.47, and 07.64. 


1984 EPS index: Since the annual EPS index is no longer mailed automatically, 
those who wish a copy and have not already requested one, should do so by 15 
January. It should reach you sometime in February. 


EPS readership survey; A compilation of the raw data of the recent EPS 
readership survey iS available on request. A narrative report and reflections 
on highlights of the results, together with an outline of changes and 
directions they suggest for EPS should be available by next March. 


Guest editor: Monique McClellan, producer of the international, ecumenical 
audio news and feature service Intervox, is guest editor for the next EPS. 


Features on Argentina: In connection with the Photo Oikoumene included in 
this EPS, several feature items are available on request. Their titles and 
sub-titles are: 


Saving Indian Culture Before It Is Too Late: An ecumenical mission in 
northern Argentina shows that it is possible to help the Indians without 


interfering with their traditions. 


A Mission Among the Indians of Argentina: For 70 years the Anglican church 
has protected and helped the Mataco Indians in the province of Salta in 


northern Argentina. Now the Indians are working for independence. 


A New Religious Study for Latin America: Protestant churches engaged in 
ecumenical theological education Linked to the realities of a poor and 


underdeveloped continent. 


Helping Victims of Violence in Argentina: Families struck by the tragedy 
of disappearances are helped to overcome the shock and continue their lives. 


A New Start: In Argentina, thousands of former political prisoners, people 
returning from exile, and relatives of the victims of political violence and 
persecution are helped to rejoin society. 


The items were prepared for the WCC inter-church aid commission by Danish 
freelance journalist Dorrit Saietz. 


CHURCH COUNCIL, ANGLICANS, REFORMED Ecumenical Press 
JOIN KENYA'S FAMILY-PLANNING DEBATE Service 85.01.01 


NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - The 30-plus member denominations of the 
National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) have stated that family planning 
and family health should be taught to secondary and college youths so as to 
develop freedom to discuss their parenthood. 


The statement, which appeared as a newspaper ad seeks to make the NCCK stand 
clear on an ongoing controversy regarding family planning (EPS 84.12.62). 


The ad said NCCK is concerned about large-size families and high fertility 
among Kenyan women. It added that “The member churches of the Council see no 
contradiction on Biblical and theological teaching or Christian faith on use 
of any of the current certified medical methods for spacing children so long 
as the method chosen is agreeable to the couple concerned in consultation with 
a competent doctor.” 


The statement said NCCK Members disapproved, however, of the use of 
contraceptives for immoral pre-marital and extra-marital relations, the use of 
abortion as a family-~planning method and the unrestricted sale of 
contraceptives. 


In addition to the NCCK statement, leaders of the country's Anglican and 
Reformed (PCEA) commented on the issue. The Anglicans said sterilization, is 
"“un-African, repugnant to our Christian conscience, and an insult to human 
dignity”. (Centres where sterilization operations are performed are 
sponsored by two Asian civic organizations, the Giants and the Lions.) 


Both the Anglicans and leaders of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa said, 
however, that each couple ought to be able to make the final decision about 
what family-planning method to use, and that they support family planning in 
principle. - 


EPS 


1985 WORLD METHODIST PEACE Ecumenical Press 
AWARD GOES TO JIMMY CARTER Service 85.01.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - Jimmy Carter, US president from 1977-81, is the winner of the 
1985 Peace Award of the World Methodist Council. In an announcement (2 
January) from WMC headquarters in Lake Junaluska (North Carolina/US), WMC 
General Secretary Joe Hale said the award ceremony would be conducted 13 March 
at Emory University in Atlanta, with a presentation by United Methodist Bishop 
William Cannon, WMC chairman, and an address by Carter. 


It is the first award to a US citizen. Among the six previous winners was the 
late Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. Hale said the award was given to 
recognize, among other things, Carter's commitment to world peace, concern for 
increased understanding among all people, vision for global reconciliation and 
the reduction of world conflict, work with Habitat for Humanity (which 
sponsors projects to provide low-cost housing for the poor), and his personal 
life as one committed to “the things that make for peace.” 


EPS 


ECUADOR'S EVANGELICALS: Ecumenical Press 
GROWING, CONTROVERSIAL Service 85.01.03 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima—based Latinamerica Press. ] 


QUITO (EPS/Tomas Bamat) - The number of evangelicals has risen significantly 
in Ecuador in recent years, following a trend in other countries in Latin 
America. In 1945, there were only about 1,000 Protestants; today the number 
has risen to 200,000, about 2-3 percent of the country's eight million people. 


The most dynamic such groups here tend to be fundamentalist and evangelical. 
The newest and most controversial are development organizations incorporating 
social and economic programmes into their evangelism efforts. The largest in 
this field is World Vision, which first came to Ecuador in 1978. Another is 
MAP, established to send medical teams. The National Emergency Committee to 
Assist the Injured was formed after the devastating floods of 1982 and 1983. 
The Foundation for Literacy and Development and the Plan Padrino are other 
such organizations that have begun to work in Ecuador in recent years. These 
programmes receive most of their funding from the US. 


Since the decree of ex-President Jaime Roldos in 1981 ending a contract with 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics, World Vision has been the evangelical 
association most frequently criticized by the press and local church and 
human-rights organizations. Described as a “charitable transnational” by a 
Quito magazine - WV works in 17 countries throughout the Americas. It 
reports income of 94 million US dollars in 1982 and 108 million in 1983, most 
from private donations in the US. According to one report, World Vision's 
1983 budget for Ecuador was 164 million sucres, twice that of the Ecuadoran 
ministry of social welfare. 


WV describes itself as a "Christian and humanitarian” organization with 


spiritual, moral, and educational aims. . It works in areas with large 
indigenous populations. Its projects include poultry farms, communal shops, 
and leadership training programmes. During Christmas and Easter, it also 


sponsors gift drives for children. 


Critics call it an “outpost of neo-imperialism", with a divisive effect on 
local communities. In reply, WV representatives describe it as an “Ecuadoran 
corporation established by Ecuadorans to help Ecuadorans”,. They say their 
work respects human rights and the laws of the country, and that it is not WV 
workers but Marxists who are dividing local communities. 


The vast majority of Ecuadoran evangelicals are poor. The Iglesia Union 


Misionera Evangelica, one of the largest groups, is active mostly among the 
Quechua-speaking population in the central province of Chimborazo. Other 


large evangelical denominations include the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel, United Pentecostal Church, and Assemblies of God. They 
work in general among marginalized groups in Guayaquil and other major cities. 


Evangelical groups in Ecuador are often accused of promoting individualism and 
values that favour capitalist development; fomenting anti-communism; and 
avoiding political and labour issues. On the other hand, in contrast to the 
Roman Catholic Church (with the exception of its Christian base communities), 
they tend to create more egalitarian and participatory church structures. 
They allow even the poorest to assume leadership roles, and they encourage 
emotional expression during worship. Through Bible translations, they affirm 
indigenous languages, and help promote a sense of identity and new social and 
economic ties among urban migrants. 


EPS 


‘Partnership,’ not merger, proposed for Disciples and UCC EPS 85.01.04 
NEW YORK (EPS) - In a draft report, a committee considering relationships 


between the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the [Reformed] United 
Church of Christ, calls for “new ecumenical partnership" between the two 
US-based denominations, but acknowledges no commitment to structural unity. 
The group's final report, expected this month, goes to the next general synod 
or assembly of each denomination. 


Anglicans mark 450 years EPS*SS57OL 05 
LONDON (EPS) - Anglicans late last year marked the formal separation of the 


Church of England from Roman Catholicism; 17 November was the 450th anniver- 
sary of the act of royal supremacy which made the country's monarch, then 
Henry VIII, “the only Supreme Head on earth of the ... Anglicana Ecclesia." 


Argentine bishops deny complicity EPS 85,01.06 
BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The conference of Argentine Roman Catholic bishops 


categorically denied reports toward the end of last year that 15 church 
officials, including five bishops and a former papal nuncio, were involved in 
acts of repression under the country's former military government. The 85 
bishops condemned the “wave of slanders” that “have damaged the good name of 
many before their guilt has been duly proven.” 


Vietnamese bishop said to have been interrogated 120 days EPS§ 435, 01707 
HUE (Vietnam) (EPS) - Vatican radio said last month the Roman Catholic 
archbishop here, Philippe Nguyen Kim Dien, was interrogated for 120 days last 
year and hindered from exercising his office because of his opposition to the 
government-supported "Committee of Solidarity of Vietnamese Patriotic 
Catholics." The radio called the Vietnamese church situation “worrying.” 
About seven percent of the 55 million Vietnamese are counted as Christians. 


Methodism museum to be expanded EPS 85.01.08 
LONDON (EPS) - The Museum of Methodism, in the crypt of Wesley's Chapel here, 


is to be expanded. It opended last September. Among other things, space or 
more space is to be given to opposition to John Wesley (the 18th-century 
Anglican priest whose teaching gave rise to Methodism), and to 20th-century 
Methodism. 


British Methodists appeal on overseas aid EPS 85.01.09 
LONDON (EPS) - In a letter to UK Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe, a committee 
of the British Methodist Division of Social Responsibility urges that UK 
overseas aid funds not be cut. 


Methodist president meets miners' leader EPSooo eo La. O 
LONDON (EPS) - President Gordon Barritt of the British Methodist Conference 


had “good and helpful” talks with President Arthur Scargill of the National 
Union of Mineworkers about the 10-month-old strike. Barritt met earlier with 
Ian MacGregor, who chairs the National Coal Board. At that time, it was 
announced that Scargill could not schedule a meeting with Barritt (EPS 
84.12.04). The Methodist leader said these and other talks in connection with 
the dispute were aimed at “building bridges." He said church leaders should 
be willing to do whatever they can to help end the dispute, even if it means 
acting as “office boys” between the various parties to it. 


Canadian RCs drop out of interfaith network EPSeoo. OFT11 
MONTREAL (EPS) - The Roman Catholic Church in Canada has announced it is 
dropping out of a proposed national interfaith cable television network. The 
decision was attributed to the denomination's financial problems, not 
opposition to the idea. 


EPS 


Former WCC general secretary weds EPS .8520h212 
LUDWIGSWINKEL (Rheinland-Pfalz/FRG) - Former World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Philip Potter, 63, and Director Bdrbel von Wartenberg, 41, of the 
WCC Sub-Unit on Women were married here (22 December). 


Ghanaian Methodist secession reported EPS 85. 01.13 
ACCRA (EPS) - The Christian Messenger, "Ghana's oldest Christian paper,” says 


the Accra district of the country's Methodist Church has decided to secede. A 
founding conference for the new body-was projected for 6 January. According 
to the paper, the dispute is related to personalities and procedures. 


Irish church studies the technological age EPS 85.01.14 
BELFAST (EPS) - The eight-denomination Irish Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ireland have announced the establishment of a joint working 
party on "The Church and the Technological Age.” ICC General Secretary David 
Bleakley said the group would explore in particular “new patterns of work 
which will be necessary if we are to respond adequately to the mass 
unemployment which threatens the future of young people and the stability of 
society in general.” The ICC includes Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Moravian, Reformed (Presbyterian, 2), Quaker, and Salvation Army members. 


Kirk reports missionary shortage EPS, 85.01.15 
EDINBURGH .(EPS) - The [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland faces a 


serious missionary shortage, according to a report towards the end of last 
year from its world mission and unity board. Board General Secretary David 
Lyon says “many people are confused about the continuing importance of the 
missionary" because in many cases, there has been a “replacement of the 
missionary station managed from the West by the indigenous church in 
mission." Needing at least 14 missionaries, the Kirk recruited only half that 
many last year. 


Methodist bishops meet on Muzorewa EPS 85.01.16 
ORLANDO (Florida/US) (EPS) - During their regular meeting, here towards the 
end of last year, the bishops of the US-based United Methodist Church held a 
closed session to discuss whether bishops should ever hold political office. 
Focus of their discussion was one of their number, Abel Muzorewa, leader of an 
opposition party in Zimbabwe and a member of parliament. It was Muzorewa's 
first United Methodist bishops' meeting since he was released from prison last 
September. (There are eight UM bishops in Africa.) There was no report of 
the substance of the discussions. Press officer Tom McAnally said the. bishops 
came out of the 90-minute discussion "visibly under strain” and “tight lipped." 


Denomination withdraws from SA Lutheran Federation «4 EPS .85,;01.d7 
SOWETO (South Africa) (EPS) - At its Fourth General Assembly (here, 10-14 
December), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa decided to 
withdraw from the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Southern 
Africa, of which it is the largest member, and which includes the church 
bodies of 98 percent of the approximately 1.3 million Lutherans in the 
region. Among federation aims are to "manifest spiritual unity of Lutheran 
churches ... to strive towards closer organizational unity, and to promote 
Lutheran participation in ecumenical encounter.” The assembly judged that the 
federation was unable to achieve its aims, and resolved instead to work for 
unity directly with two small white South African Lutheran denominations, and 
to take up direct relationships with the three Lutheran denominations in 
Namibia and the Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe. In other action, the assembly 
urged demilitarization of the South African military chaplaincy. 
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Argentine 


Semences et engrais, poteries et scieries, 
crédits tournants, conscientisation, ateliers 
de couture et de menuiserie, aide juridique 
et psychothérapie : voici quelques-uns des 
moyens utilisés par les Eglises argentines 
pour remédier a certains maux— malnutrition, 
maladie, injustice sociale — qui affectent la 
population de ce pays. 


Argentinien 


Saatgut und Dungemittel, Tépfereien und 
Sagewerke, Revolving-Kredite und Bewusst- 
seinsbildung, Nahereien und Zimmereibetriebe 
Rechtshilfe und Psychotherapie — das sind 
nur einige der Mittel, mit denen die argentinischen 
Kirchen versuchen, die Probleme Zu lindern, 
denen die Bevélkerung ihres Landes aus 
gesetzt ist, namlich Mangelernahrung, Krank- 
heit und soziale Ungerechtigkeit. 


In Argentina, 

ecumenical organizations 
which enable people to 
re-enter society... 


Thousands of former political prisoners, 
people returning from exile and relatives of 
the victims of political violence and persecution 
are helped to rejoin society by MEDH, the 
Ecumenical Movement for Human RigNts. 
Since 1976, MEDH, based in Buenos Aires, 
has specialized in helping the victims of 
political violence. 


Cover (1) Enjoying the early Spring sun- 
shine, a young girl feeds the pigeons in front 
of the Congress building, Buenos Aires. 
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(2, 9, 11, 12, 13} Through dialogue and 
group therapy, former political prisoners and 
their families are helped to overcome the 
effects of their traumatic experience. While 
parents attend this workshop in a Buenos 
Aires suburb, their children are busy in special 
art classes. 

(3, 5,6) Former political prisoners encounter 
great difficulty in finding work. Many employers 
are reluctant to employ them: “We don’t 
want political activists among our workers”. 
Economic support has enabled this group of 
former political prisoners to start a small 
sewing workshop on the outskirts of Buenos 
Aires. 

(4, 7, 8, 10) When their husbands dis- 
appeared during the military dictatorship, 
these two Buenos Aires sisters were left 
alone to raise their own five children as well 
as three belonging to a third sister and her 
husband who also disappeared. 
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En Argentine, 

des organisations 
cecumeéniques qui 
permettent la réinsertio 
dans la sociéte... 


Le MEDH, Mouvement cecuménique p¢ 
les droits de l'homme, aide des milli 
d’anciens prisonniers politiques, des exil 
de retour au pays et les familles des victim 
de la violence politique et de la persécuti 
a se réinsérer dans la société. Depuis 19: 
le MEDH, dont le siége est a Buenos Air 
apporte son assistance aux victimes d 
violence politique. 


rture (1) Profitant des premiers rayons 
sil printanier, cette petite fille donnea 
2r aux pigeons en face du Palais des 
6s,a Buenos Aires. 

11, 12, 13) Par le dialogue et la 
ie de groupe, on aide d’anciens prison- 
olitiques et leurs familles a surmonter 
sts de leur expérience traumatisante. 
jue les parents participenta cet atelier 
n faubourg de Buenos Aires, l’expression 
jue est la thérapie utilisée avec les 
‘ 

5) Les anciens prisonniers politiques 
aucoup de peine a trouver du travail. 
jorité des employeurs hésitent a les 
yer: “nous ne voulons pas d’activistes 
ues parmi notre personnel”. Un soutien 
mique a permis ace groupe d’anciens 
niers politiques d’ouvrir un petit atelier 
uture dans la banlieue de Buenos 


8, 10) Aprés la disparition de leurs 
durant la dictature militaire, ces deux 
de Buenos Aires ont dd élever seules 
ing enfants ainsi que les trois enfants 
troisieme soeur et de son mari égale- 
Jisparus. 
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Oekumenische 
Einrichtungen 
in Argentinien, 
die den Menschen 

bei ihrer sozialen 
Reintegration helfen... 


Die Oekumenische Bewegung fiir Menschen- 
rechte (MEDH) hilft tausenden ehemaliger 
politischer Gefangener, Menschen, die aus 
dem Exil zuruckkehren sowie den Angehdorigen 
von Opfern politischer Gewaltakte und Ver- 
folgung bei ihrer Reintegration in die Gesell- 
schaft. Seit 1976 untersttzt die MEDH, die 
inren Sitz in Buenos Aires hat, schwerpunkt- 
massig die Opfer politischer Gewalt. 


Umschlagbild (1) Ein kleines Madchen 
futtert Tauben vor dem Kongressgebaude in 
Buenos Aires. 

(2, 9, 11, 12, 13) Durch Gesprache und 
Gruppentherapie hilft man ehemaligen 
politischen Haftlingen und ihren Familien, 
inre traumatischen Erfahrungen zu bewaltigen. 
In einem Vorort von Buenos Aires finden 
wahrend der Therapie der Eltern Mal- und 
Zeichenkurse fur die Kinder statt. 

(3, 5, 6) Enemalige politische Gefangene 
haben grosse Schwierigkeiten bei der Arbeits- 
suche, da viele Arbeitgeber keine politisierten 
Arbeiter oder Angestellten beschaftigen 
wollen. Dank finanzieller Unterstitzung 
konnten diese ehemaligen politischen 
Gefangenen eine kleine Naherei ausserhalb 
von Buenos Aires eréffnen. 


(4, 7, 8, 10) Nachdem ihre Ehemanner 
wahrend der Militardiktatur ‘“verschwunden” 
sind, mUssen diese beiden Schwestern aus 
Buenos Aires nicht nur ihre eigenen finf 
Kinder, sondern auch die drei Kinder einer 
dritten Schwester und ihres Mannes, die 
ebenfalls “verschwunden” sind, allein auf- 
ziehen. 
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promote self-reliance... 


The Toba Indians live in a hot region of the 
pampa in the northern Argentinian province 
of Chaco. The United Council of Missions, an 
ecumenical organization of churches, has 
been involved since the sixties in health and 
social work in and around the town of J.J. 
Castelli. In recent years, the Council helped 
create agricultural production systems which, 
without interfering with the traditional culture, 
provide a steady source of income. 


<< 


So 
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(14, 19) Toba Indian community outside 
J.J. Castelli. 

(15, 16) Toba Indians at work in a self-help 
sawmill project begun with the Council's 
backing. 

(17) Home for these Toba children is a ram- 
shackle shelter on the outskirts of town. 
(18) Cotton picker. 

(20) Domingo Maidona is an active Toba 
Indian community leader. 


(17) 2703-33 


promouvoir l’autonomie 


Les Indiens Toba vivent dans une ré 
chaude de la Pampa dans la province 
Chaco au nord de |’Argentine. Le Conseil 
des missions, organisation cecuméni 
d’Eglises, est engagé depuis les anr 
soixante dans des activités touchar 
domaine social et sanitaire dans la vill 
J.J. Castelli et ses environs. Durantles ant 
passées, le Conseil a aidé a créer 
systemes de production agricole qui, s 
porter atteinte a la culture traditionn 
fournissent une source sdre de reve 
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9) Communauté d’lndiens Toba aux 
ns de J.J. Castelli. 

6) Ces Indiens Toba travaillent dans 
ierie, qui est un projet réalisé avec le 
nN du Conseil. 

es enfants vivent dans un abri délabré 
es faubourgs de la ville. 

a récolte du coton. 

Jomingo Maidona est un responsable 
e la communauté des Indiens Toba. 


Eigenstaendigkeit 
foerdern... 


Die Toba-Indios leben in einer heissen 
Region der Pampa in der Provinz Chaco im 
Norden Argentiniens. Der Vereinigte Mission- 
rat, eine 6kumenische Einrichtung mehrerer 
Kirchen, ist seit den sechziger Jahren in der 
Stadt J.J. Castelli und Umgebung im Bereich 
der Gesundheits- und Sozialarbeit tatig. In 
den letzten Jahren férderte er vor allem land- 
wirtschaftliche Produktionsstrukturen, die — 
ohne negative Auswirkungen auf die kulturellen 
Traditionen der Indios — regelmassige Ein- 
nahmen gewahrleisten. 


Ss 
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(14,19) Ansiedlung der Toba-Indios ausser- 
halb von Castelli. 

(15, 16) Toba-Indios bei der Arbeit in einer 
Sagemtuhle, die mit Unterstutzung des 
Missionsrates als Selbsthilfeprojekt in Betrieb 
genommen wurde. 

(17) Elendsviertel in einem Vorort von Castelli. 
(18) Baumwollpflicker. 

(20) Domingo Maitona ist einer der fuhrenden 
Képfe der Indiogemeinschaft von Castelli. 
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seek alternatives... 


The Mataco Indians of the northern Argentinian 
rain forest originally lived as nomads until 
European settlers forced them to abandon 
their hunting and gathering means of survival. 
Christiana Iniciativa, the Anglican mission, 
bought land for the Mataco in Salta Province 
and now supports their struggle to achieve 
independence through education, agri- 
culture and handicrafts. 


(21) Mataco Indian farmer. 

(22) Schoolchildren. 

(23, 24) Paulino, a Mataco Indian farmer, in 
his field and with his family. 

(25, 26) The Chaco mission pottery. 


trouver d’autres 
solutions... 


Les Indiens Mataco qui vivent dans les foréts 
humides du nord de |’Argentine étaient a 
lorigine des nomades; l’arrivée des colons 
européens les a obligés a abandonner la 
chasse et a trouver d’autres moyens de sur- 
vivre. Christiana Iniciativa, mission anglicane, 
a acheté des terres pour les Mataco dans la 
province de Salta et soutient aujourd’hui leur 
lutte pour obtenir l’indépendance par |’édu- 
cation, |’agriculture et l’artisanat. 


(21) Paysan Mataco. 

(22) Ecoliers. 

(23, 24) Paulino, paysan Mataco, dans son 
champ et avec sa famille. 

(25, 26) La poterie de la mission Chaco. 


(21) 269 
suchen nach 
Alternativen... 


Die Mataco-Indios im Regenwald von N 
argentinien waren ursprunglich Noma 
bis sie von den europaischen Siec 
gezwungen wurden, das Jagen und Sami 
aufzugeben. Die anglikanische Missi 
gesellschaft Christiana Iniciativa kauf 
der Provinz Salta Land fur die Mataco-In 
und unterstutzt sie bei ihren Bemthun 
durch Bildung, Landwirtschaft und H 
werk eigenstandig zu werden. 


(21) Mataco-Bauer. 

(22) Schulkinder. 

(23, 24) Der Mataco-!ndio Paulino mit s 
Familie und auf seinem Feld. 

(25, 26) Topferei der Chaco-Mission. 
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ind study theology 
1 a Latin American 
spective 


T, the Higher Institute for Theological 
; in Buenos Aires, is an ecumenical 
mme carried by eight Argentinian 
ant churches in collaboration with 
others in various parts of Latin America. 
Npant poverty, hunger and social in- 
of Latin America are part of each 
t's experience and provide acommon 
yr study at the Institute. 


>e Brummel, Disciples of Christ rector, 
r. 

group of students outside the Institute. 
laudia, a theology student from the 
1sian Church of Santa Fe province, 
ina. 

lataco Indian family. 


... @tudier la theologie 
dans une perspective 
latino-américaine 


ISEDET, Institut supérieur pour les études 
théologiques de Buenos Aires, est un pro- 
gramme cecuménique entrepris par huit 
Eglises protestantes argentines en collabo- 
ration avec onze autres dans différentes 
régions de l’Amérique latine. Les problemes 
de la pauvreté, de la faim et de l’injustice 
sociale qui regnent en Amérique latine font 
partie de l’expérience qui sert de base aux 
études théologiques des étudiants de cet 
Institut. 


(27) Lee Brummel, Disciples du Christ, 
recteur de |’Institut. 

(28) Groupe d’étudiants devant I’Institut. 
(29) Claudia, étudiante en théologie de 
l’Eglise vaudoise de la province de Santa Fe. 
(30) Famille d’Indiens Mataco. 
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siti 


...und entwickeln eine 
auf den Latein- 
amerikanischen Kontext 
bezogene Theologie 


Das Institut flr Theologische Studien 
(ISEDET) in Buenos Aires ist ein 6kume- 
nisches Programm, das von sieben evange- 
lischen Kirchen in Argentinien in Zusammen- 
arbeit mit elf anderen Kirchen aus verschiedenen 
lateinamerikanischen Landern getragen wird. 
Die in Lateinamerika herrschende Armut, der 
Hunger und die soziale Ungerechtigkeit 
gehoren zu den pragenden Erfahrungen aller 
Studenten des Instituts und beeinflussen 
daher in nicht unerheblichem Masse auch 
die Studieninhalte. 


(27) Lee Brummel, JUnger Christi aus den 
USA und Rektor des ISEDET. 

(28) Studenten vor dem Institut. 

(29) Claudia, eine Theologiestudentin aus 
der Waldenserkirche der Provinz Santa Fe. 
(30) Mataco-Familie. 
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These photos were taken by 
Peter Williams on a trip 

jointly sponsored by the WCC 
Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) and the Department 
of Communication. Along with 
five full feature stories written 
by Dorrit Saietz, they are 
available from: 


ARGENTINE 


Ces photos ont été prises par 


Peter Williams lors d’un voyage 


financé conjointement par 

la Commission d’entraide et 
de service des Eglises et 
d’assistance aux réfugiés 
(CESEAR) et le Département 
de communication du 


Conseil oecuménique des Eglises. 
On peut se procurer ces photos, 


ainsi que cinq articles écrits 
par Dorrit Saietz, auprés du: 
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ARGENTINIEN 


Die Photos wurden aufgenommen 
von Peter Williams wahrend 
einer Argentinienreise, die 
gemeinsam von der ORK- 
Kommission flr Zwischenkirch- 
liche Hilfe, Fluchtlings- und 
Weltdienst (CICARWS) und der 
Kommunikationsabteilung 
finanziert wurde. Die Photos 
sowie die dazugehorigen funf 
Features, die Dorrit Saietz 
verfasste, sind auf Anfrage 
erhaltlich bei: 


Price: SFr. 10.— per print plus 
SFr. 15.— handling charge per order 
(including air mail postage). 


Prix: FS 10.— par €preuve plus 
FS 15— par commande pour les 
frais d’administration et d’envoi 
(y compris le port par avion). 


Preis: SFr.10.— pro Abzug zuzuglich 
SFr. 15.— Bearbeiturgsgebuhren 
pro Auftrag (inkl. Luftpostporto). 


These; and photos illustrating many other 
subjects, are available from: 


On peutse procurerces photos (etd’autres 
illustrant un grand nombre de sujets) 
aupreés du: 


Diese sowie weitere Fotos zu vielen 
anderen Themen sind zu beziehen Uber: 


World Council of Churches 
Communication Department 
Visual Arts Section 


P.O. Box No. 66 
150 route de Ferney 
CH-1211 Geneva 20 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, deadlines for the 
next issues (noon GMT unless otherwise noted) are: 


Friday 18 January (0800 GMT) 
Tuesday 25 January 

Tuesday O05 February 

Friday 08 February (0800 GMT) 
Wednesday 20 February (noon GMT) 
Tuesday 26 February 


Guest editor: Monique McClellan, producer of the international, ecumenical 
audio news and feature service, Intervox, is guest editor for this EPS. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 Years Ago: 


WASHINGTON (EPS-4 March 1960) - R.S. Todd, former prime minister of Rhodesia 
[now Zimbabwe], said the church would play a key role in the development of 
better race relations in Africa because it teaches whites that all people are 
created equal before God. 


KHARTOUM (EPS-4 March 1960) - The Sudanese government barred US evangelist 
Billy Graham from holding a meeting here, scheduled for late in the month. No 
reason was given, but the continuing state of martial law and the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan were noted by observers as possible factors. 


SEOUL (EPS-4 March 1960) - It was proposed that Korea's largest Presbyterian 
denomination withdraw from the World Council of Churches in order to satisfy a 
minority “anti-ecumenical” group in the denomination. 


NEW YORK (EPS-4 March 1960) - Four Lutheran denominations planning merger in 
North America decided to call their new entity Lutheran Church in America. 


KUWAIT (EPS-4 March 1960) - The Coptic [Egyptian Oriental Orthodox] Church was 
given permission to establish a congregation here, thought to be the first 
Christian worship centre in the mostly Muslim country. 


NEW YORK (EPS-11 March 1960) - Union Theological Seminary Dean John Bennett 
said a Roman Catholic US president "might have a better perspective on the 
issue of social justice than many Protestants." {Later that year, John F. 
Kennedy became the first Roman Catholic elected US president. ] 


YAOUNDE (EPS-11 March 1960) - The synod of the Evangelical Church of Kamerun 
[sic] appealed to both rebels and the government of the newly independent 
nation to settle conflicts by peaceful means, rather than through rebellion or 
repression. 


USSR GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE Ecumenical Press 
FIRST OFFICIAL WCC VISIT Service 85.01.18 


The first official visit to the WCC from a USSR government representative 
since the Russian churches joined the WCC in 1961 took place late last year (/ 
December). Vice-Chairman of the Council for Religious Affairs H. E. Peter V. 
Makartsev, at the USSR Council of Ministers, met with WCC executives and 
addressed the general staff. The Council for Religious Affairs has recently 
appointed a new chairman, Konstantin Charchew, an engineer whose previous 
appointment was as USSR Ambassador to Guyana. The WCC visit is an indication 
of their interest to be well informed on the work of the Council. Welcoming 
Makartsev, the then WCC general secretary Philip Potter called attention to 
the 1000th anniversary of the Russian Orthodox Church in 1988 [EPS 
84.12.84]. He said that 996 years ago, when Prince Vladimir became a 
Christian and persuaded his people to become Christian, he abolished capital 
punishment and became the patron of acts of social work among the poor and the 
needy. ... "One thousand years of Christianity in your country are not just 
about the celestial faith, but have immediate terrestrial consequences on the 
sacredness of life ... religion then was not opium for the people, but it was 
ferment for the people.” 


Makartsev thanked Potter for the historic information but said he came to 
answer questions about the church in the USSR today. Numerous religious 
communities and groupings represent a wide variety of orientations, led by the 
Russian Orthodox Church, he said. They are followed by Muslims, various 
Protestant denominations such as Baptists, Adventists, Pentecostalists - then 
Georgian and Armenian Orthodox - Catholics, Buddhists, and Jews. “All 
churches are equal before the law. All have places of worship, mostly on 
state property rented to the churches. Forty-three Russian Orthodox churches 
have been opened in the past few years, as well as mosques and others.” 

Under his country's system of separation between state and church, the Council 


for Religious Affairs is an intermediary between them. It ensures that the 
laws regarding religious communities and non-interference in each other's 
affairs between church and state are respected by both. The council has 


representatives throughout the country. Makartsev said that although there 
was atheistic propaganda in the Soviet Union, there are strict regulations to 
avoid offending the feelings of believers and to protect them from any kind of 
administrative pressure from the authorities. 


He pointed out that religious organizations in his country are in regular 
contact with the corresponding bodies abroad, and that Christian churches are 
members of international organizations. He also said that the Christian 
churches play an important role in peace-making activities in the USSR. They 
have strong participation in the societies of friendship with foreign peoples, 
in other public organizations and in the protection of monuments and 
historical buildings, including churches. Makartsev said: "Believers speak 
out on various issues of our life. It is quite clear that we do not allow 
confrontation between church and state. But Christians are invited to 
express their views as full equals in our society. We do not distinguish 
between believers and non-believers as far as their duties to society are 
concerned. We think that the existence of various convictions and religions 
next to one another is a historical reality. Ideological convictions are 
only one part of our life. We must try as responsible citizens to make our 
life happy and convenient for all. ... Ideology must not separate the 
people. Solving the problems of our existence on earth must unite us.” 


(over) 


USSR/2 


In his closing comments Potter acknowledged the full participation of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in the international ecumenical movement over the past 
23 years. He said that no matter what the differences of relationships 
between Christians and Marxists are in different places it is important "for 
all people to exercise what we here call ‘critical solidarity’ ... to address 
in total loyalty the authorities of their own country on matters that deeply 
concern then. That is what we stand for in the WCC.” 


Makartsev also visited staff of other ecumenical organizations in the 
Ecumenical Centre, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Conference 
of European Churches. 


After his official visits, Makartsev also paid a friendly visit to Dr W. 
Visser t'Hooft (84) at his home in Geneva. He was the first general 
secretary of the WCC (1948-1966). 


EPS 


COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCH Ecumenical Press 
RESUMES FUNCTIONS Service 85.01.19 


GENEVA (EPS) - Pope Shenouda III was released from internal exile in Egypt (3 
January). He returned to Cairo after 40 months of confinement in the Wadi 
Natrun desert monastery. Just before he was assassinated, President Sadat 
accused the pope of religious extremism and presenting threats to national 
unity. He also withdrew the 1971 government decree endorsing the election of 
Pope Shenouda III as Coptic Church head. There are an estimated five-to-six 
million Coptic Christians in Egypt, a country predominantly Muslim. 


The WCC general secretary Emilio Castro cabled Shenouda immediately following 
his release, offering his prayers and best wishes. He expressed joy at this 
being his first message after taking charge as chief executive of the WCC in 
early January. In another message, addressed to President Hosni Mubarak, he 
said that “together with the Coptic Orthodox Church the WCC rejoices in the 
resumption of the full functions of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III. We pray 
for God's blessings upon your efforts for the welfare of all the people of 


Egypt. 
EPS"* 


Russian Orthodox honour former WCC chief EPS 85.01.20 
GENEVA (EPS) — When former WCC general secretary Dr Philip Potter retired at 
the end of last year, the Russian Orthodox, Church conferred their highest 
award on him, the order of Saint Prince Vladimir. From Moscow, Patriarch 
Pimen instructed the Geneva representative of the Patriarchate to make the 
presentation “in recognition of your great services for the cause of 
pan-Christian unity and peace and justice in international relations”. He 
also thanked Philip Potter for all co-operation extended to the Russian 
Orthodox Church, contributing to the activities of the World Council of 
Churches, as one of its members. 


EPS 


FORMER ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
WCC FIGURE DEAD Service 85.01.21 


GENEVA (EPS) - Well-known in international church circles as an ecumenical 
leader, Dr Norman Goodall (88) died on 1 January in Oxford, England. The 
impressive list of positions he held in the course of his career include that 
of Foreign Secretary of the London Missionary Society (1936-1944) and 
Secretary of the Joint Committee of International Missionary Council and World 
Council of Churches (1955-1961). 


From 1961 Goodall was assistant general secretary of the WCC for two years. 
In 1968 he retired from his post as secretary of the International 
Congregational Council. 


Goodall played an important part in the ecumenical movement. His main 
achievement was to unite the International Missionary Council, the missionary 
agencies and the developing WCC. He soon realized that these branches of 
church activity had to come together. It is felt that his reconciling 


tactics were uniquely valuable to the unity of the churches in the mid- and 
late fifties. The two councils united at the New Delhi Assembly in 1961. 


Goodall also played a leading part both in the transformation of the London 
Missionary Society into the Council for World Mission’ and in the eventual 
merger in 1972 of the Congregational and Presbyterian churches into the United 
Reformed Church. 


The author of several books on the ecumenical movement, he also edited the 
Uppsala Report 1968. A widower, Goodall died a few days before he was due to 
be married. 

EPS 


CHINA DIOCESE Ecumenical Press 
NAMES TWO BISHOPS Service 85.01.22 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. } 


NEW YORK (EPS) - The break-away Catholic Church in China's Shanghai diocese 
has elected two new auxiliary bishops, The New China news agency reported from 
Peking. 


It said the prelates are the first auxiliaries named by the 
officially-sponsored “patriotic church" since it began to consecrate bishops 
in defiance of Rome in 1958. The two were nominated by the 92-year-old 
Bishop of Shanghai, the Most Rev. Zhang Jiasu, who said they would enhance the 
leadership of the diocese. 


The Roman Catholic Bishop of Shanghai, the Most Rev. Ignatius Gong Pinmei, was 
sentenced to life imprisonment in 1960, after being jailed in 1955. 


Cardinal Jaime Sin, of the Philippines, recently announced a breakthrough 
towards healing the 27-year split between the Vatican and the Chinese 
patriotic church. The cardinal said after a visit to China, in October, that 
he had information that Peking would allow the 3 million-member schismatic 
church to realign itself with the papacy if it wished. Despite periodic 
attempts to heal the breach since the death of Mao Tse Tung in 1976, the 
officially-sanctioned Chinese church has continued to function as an 
independent body, the three self-movement, with diplomatic observers citing 
China's resistance to acknowledging papal supremacy over the affairs of the 
patriotic church. 
EPS 


CHRISTIANS AND JEWS: Ecumenical Press 
LISTEN, THEN SPEAK Service 85.01.23 


CAMBRIDGE (Massachusetts/US)(EPS) - In a world of many faiths we must listen 
to others as well as_ speak. That was one of the conclusions of a joint 
meeting of the World Council of Churches and _ the International Jewish 
Committee on MInterreligious Consultations. It brought together 40 
participants from 12 countries at Harvard University late last year (25-28 
November). 


The conference was called to reflect together on religious pluralism and its 
meaning and limits in the world today. Participants acknowledged that 
religious and political fanaticism are increasing threats to human welfare, 
and that absolutist mind-sets are new idolatries which must be opposed. 


They agreed that “the task of religious communities is to recognize the 
reality of religious variety, to cherish the manifold differences in human 
life, to emphasize what unites us and to respect and accept what divides us.” 


The group said that the UN declaration on the elimination of all forms of 
intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief “represents a great 


promise”. But it still remains to be fully implemented and they asked for 
commitment from the UN, all governments and all religious communities to 
achieve this. As a group, they themselves are “committed to continue the 


process of communication among faiths, which has been greater in the last 30 
or 40 years than throughout history”. 


EPS 


ANGLICAN EVANGELICAL ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
AFFIRMS VIRGIN BIRTH Service 85.01.24 


LONDON (Robert Nowell/EPS) - In response to the controversy centred on Bishop 
David Jenkins of Durham [EPS 84.07.08], the Anglican Evangelical Assembly, 
representing the Evangelical wing of the Church of England, has_ strongly 
affirmed its commitment to belief in the virgin birth and the empty tomb. 
The controversy Jenkins has aroused by his views on the virgin birth and the 
resurrection is to be the subject of a debate by the Church of England's 
general synod this year. 


At its 1985 meeting, held at Southall, Middlesex, (3-5 January), the assembly 
endorsed with only one vote against, a long resolution drafted during the 
meeting to replace a milder composite resolution originally proposed. 


After acknowledging the church's’ responsibility in every generation to 
re-examine the historic Christian faith in the light of contemporary 
questioning, the assembly went on to reaffirm “the biblical and credal 
doctrines (a) that the incarnation of Jesus Christ was accomplished through an 
actual virgin conception; and (b) that the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead was an event which included a bodily rising and resulted in an empty tomb 
on the third day". 


It also deeply regretted that the historical truth of these doctrines had been 
doubted or declared optional “by some within the leadership of our church, 
thus causing world-wide dismay", and urged those concerned in selecting 
Anglican bishops “to ensure that commitment to biblical and credal orthodoxy 
is considered an essential criterion for candidates for episcopal office”. 


EPS 


ESCALATING MILITARIZATION Ecumenical Press 
IN ASIA AND PACIFIC Service 85.01.25 


[This item is abridged and adapted from a news release of the US National 
Council of Churches, ] 


STONY POINT (New York/US) - "Stepped-up militarization, characterized by 
alarming nuclearization, questionable notions of national security and the 
replacement of civil institutions by the military are common threats tying 
movements for peace and justice together in Asia and the Pacific.” 


With these words, Gary Gamer, co-ordinator of a National Council of Churches 
Conference on Militarization in Asia and the Pacific (13-14 December 1984), 
explained the special link between many of the diverse cultures in the 
region. Sponsored by the NCCC Task Force on Militarization in Asia and the 
Pacific, the conference brought together 80 people, most of whom work on peace 
and justice issues in church-related agencies throughout the country. 


Gamer, who also staffs the task force for the NCCC, commented "There is a 
general recognition within the US government that the centre of gravity of US 
foreign policy is shifting from the Atlantic to the Pacific region. Laits 
our responsibility to understand the ramifications of that’ shift; 
particularly since the strong US military presence there is being questioned 
by many people of the region, and voiced to us by some of our Christian 
colleagues there.” 


Yoshiaki Tizaka, a visiting fellow for research at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, and professor of political science at 
Gakushuin and Waseda universities in Japan, gave the first keynote address, on 
militarization in East Asia. He focused primarily on the erosion of the 
Japanese constitution, which rejects both war as a means of foreign policy and 
the creation of regular armed forces, and other Japanese legal provisions 
which prohibit the production, storage or transportation of nuclear weapons. 
He also discussed what he called the “dangerous” situation in Korea, and the 
importance of the People's Republic of China in the politics of the region. 


The second keynote was given by Helen Clark, a member of Parliament in New 
Zealand and chairwoman of the foreign affairs and disarmament and arms control 
select committees. She discussed her country's recent landmark decision to 
be a nuclear free zone and prohibit ships carrying nuclear arms from entering 
New Zealand harbours. 


"I think that it's very significant that New Zealand, a small country, 
traditionally a very firm ally of the US, has come to the point where it said 
"Enough!'", she said. "We're not going to follow these doctrines of nuclear 
war any further. We can't find any exact precedent for our action; in a 
way, it would be comforting to say others have done it before us. 
Unfortunately, they haven't.” 


The Task Force on Militarization in Asia and the Pacific, an ongoing body 
mandated by the NCCC's Committee for East Asia and the Pacific and the 
Southern Asia Committee, provides related churches and organizations with 
data, analysis, and programmes to help them understand the impact of foreign 
military presence and local militarization programmes on people living in Asia 
and the Pacific. 


EPS 


FINNISH LUTHERANS Ecumenical Press 


REVISE CEREMONIES Service 85.01.26 
HELSINKI (EPS) - A revised book of procedures for church ceremonies has been 
approved at the Synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland. In 


addition to baptism, confirmation, marriage, and funeral ceremonies, they 
cover a variety of blessings, visits to the sick and private confessions. 
The reform is considered important because the ceremonies enable more people 
to be reached each year than any other religious functions. 


Ninety-one percent of children are baptized into the Lutheran Church of 
Finland, about the same percentage attend pre-confirmation school and are 
confirmed, 85 percent of weddings take place in church,, and only one percent 
are buried without Christian funeral rites. 


EPS 


US church leader dead EPO ooaewls 27 
DAYTON, Ohio/US (EPS) - The first president of the United Church of Christ 
(1961-1969), Ben Mohr Herbster, 80, died in Dayton, Ohio, at the end of 
December. He was considered an outspoken voice for Christian unity and 
racial justice, with a strong stand on civil rights. He had served on the 
WCC central committee and the general board of the National Council of 
Churches, USA. 


Blacks have it worse than Turks in Germany EPS 85.01.28 
SELB (Federal Republic of Germany) (EPS) - Black Africans have it worse in the 
Federal Republic of Germany than the Turks. With this observation Jiirgen 


Micksch, deputy director of the Evangelical Academy Tutzing and former 
secretary for foreigners of the Evangelical Church of Germany (EKD), objected 
to the general opinion that the foreigner problem in the country has for the 
most part to do with the Turks. During a programme sponsored by the 
Evangelical (Protestant) Education Agency here, Micksch said he knows from 
reliable reports that Africans and black Americans are frequently treated as 
asylum seekers. Discrimination due to skin colour continues in Germany, 
Micksch said. 


Report on South African police conduct available EPo uD wile a2 
LONDON (EPS) - The London-based Catholic Institute for International Relations 
(CIIR) has co-published the Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference 
"Report on police conduct during township protests, August-November 1984". 
The report is an independent, authoritative account of the conduct of the 
South African police during the major unrest which erupted in black townships 
in South Africa during the latter half of 1984. The 38-page report was made 
public in the hope that it will contribute to halting the police activities 
the report describes. (Copies of the report can be ordered from HA tg Soopenye 44 
Coleman Fields, London Nl 7AF, UK.) 


Ethiopia 'Marshall Plan' suggested EPS 85.01.30 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Nothing short of "a massive Marshall Plan” will effectively 
attack the problem of hunger in Ethiopia. Reverend Isaac Bivens, head of the 


Board of Global Ministries Africa Office in New York made that statement when 
he returned in mid-December from a visit to five Ethiopian refugee camps. 
"Tf we are really concerned about this holocaust in Africa we must raise the 
more serious question of a long-range plan, including political action.” He 
said that it was dangerous for Christians to think that the relief now pouring 
into Ethiopia could deal with the refugee problem effectively. 


EPS 


US news service votes ‘religion and politics' top story EPS 85.01.31 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The daily interfaith news agency Religious News Service voted 
the interplay between religion and politics during the presidential campaign 
in the US the top religion story of 1984. The major aspects, among others, 
were the Reverend Jesse Jackson's presidential campaign, its support by black 
churchmen, and the charges of anti-Semitism that surrounded it; the 
continuing influence of the “new Christian right" in campaigns; the public 
debate over the abortion issue as a “test” for candidates; the disagreements 
between Catholic church leaders and politicians; the discussion of President 
Reagan's use of “Armageddon” talk. Second in the RNS list was the awarding 
of the Nobel Prize to South African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu and 
world-wide protests against apartheid that followed the announcement of the 
award. 


WCC attracts many, visitors EPS 85.01.32 

GENEVA (EPS) — In 1984 the Ecumenical Centre pkonined Stay eat 150 groups on 
guided tours of the WCC. Germany heads the list with 44 groups, followed by 
Switzerland with 35 and the US with 28, but some came from places as far away 
as Japan, Canada, Korea, Australia, and Malaysia. 


Norwegian dependants evacuated EPS 84.01.33 
OSLO (EPS) - Sudan-Norwegian Church Aid started an airlift of children and 
their mothers in South Sudan in early January. They are family members of 
Norwegian personnel involved in development programmes there. The evacuees 
are primarily moved to Nairobi, Kenya. This is a result of the increased 
fighting between government troops and guerillas. The NCA South Sudan 


programme has been running for over a decade. 


Amsterdam 86 EPS 85.01.34 
URBANA, Illinois/US (EPS) - Evangelist Billy Graham announced plans to hold a 
second international conference for itinerant evangelists in The Netherlands 
in 1986 (12-21 July). Called Amsterdam 86, it is expected to bring together 
some 8,000 itinerant evangelists from nearly 150 countries, which would make 


it the largest gathering of its kind, according to Graham. The 1983 
conference attracted more than 4,000 evangelists, the majority from third 
world countries. An "itinerant" evangelist is one who, like Graham, travels 


from place to place to procalim the gospel. 


USSR Baptist hymn-book EPS 85.01.35 
MOSCOW (EPS) - The Union of Evangelical Chclsatdaayic of the USSR (AUCECB) 


printed and distributed 15,000 hymnals in December 1984. This collection of 
music represents an entirely new hymn-book, prepared by the AUCECB music 
commission. Tunes of ‘forgotten’ hymns have been inserted. They also 
received 10,000 Bibles from the United Bible Societies before Christmas, which 
have since been distributed among Baptist churches. 


Former US president honoured EPS 85.01.36 
LAKE JUNALUSKA (North Carolina/US) - Former US president Jimmy Carter has been 
chosen to receive the World Methodist Peace Award for 1985. Carter, a 
Baptist layman, is the first American to receive the recognition. The 
general secretary of the WMC, Joe Hale, said that Carter was chosen in 
recognition of his long commitment to the goal of world peace and increased 
understanding among peoples of the earth. The award will be presented to him 
in Atlanta in March. Previous recipients have included the late President 
Anwar Sadat of Egypt, Saidie Patterson of Northern Ireland, and Abel Hendricks 
of South Africa. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: “Doing Theology” RPS: 85.01.37 


[This item is excerpted from a sermon (30 September) by former WCC General 
Secretary Philip Potter marking the bicentennial of the formation of New 
Brunswick [Reformed] Theological Seminary in the US state of New Jersey. ] 


. We cannot do theology in a vacuum. It has to address itself to the harsh 
realities of our world and engage us in a costly commitment of love to be 
bearers of life to people. That is what I understand to be the debate going 
on about liberation theology. It is not so much the doctrinal formulations 
which are questioned, but the determination to let the Gospel expose oe 
forces of death in society which provokes the hatred of the world. 


Many have suffered imprisonment, torture and death for doing theology. 
America desperately needs people who will do theology in this way, because 
both the integrity of the gospel and the very fate of humanity is. at stake. 
That is what the mission of the church is about. That is what it means to 
know the one true God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent into the worse he 
loves and to which he offers life in all its fulness through us. ... 


Doing theotogy is a challenge to unity. Theology, in its traditional 
rationalist, dogmatic form, has been a major element in the disunity of 
Christians, and in maintaining that disunity. This has been the experience 


of the Reformed Church of America, as of other churches. We have learned in 
the ecumenical movement that it is only as we take seriously Jesus' prayer in 
its integrity that we will begin to become unitable. It has been customary 
to use the phrase: "that they all may be one so that the world may believe". :: 

But this is certainly not what Jesus prayed. What the prayer says is: "... 
that they all may be one; even as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, that 
they may also be in us, so that the world may believe that thou has sent me”. 
... The missing words ... are crucial for understanding what true unity is. 2... 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Barbel von Wartenberg: “Women under Racism” EPS. 85.01.38 


[This item is excerpted from a “guest editorial" which in “Women © under 
Racism”, the latest (1984/No. 19) in the series of reports and background 
papers in the "PCR Information" series of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. (Copies are available to journalists on request to WCC/PCR, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20.) Von Wartenberg is director of the WCC Sub-Unit on Women. ] 


-. Sexism and racism have many things in common: biblical quotations are 
still used to justify sexist and racist attitudes; they both affect large 
parts of the human family; the values of one group are denigrated and the 
values of another imposed; sexist and racist attitudes influence the writing 
of history and thus tend to perpetuate themselves. Many of-us are uncon- 
sciously guilty of such attitudes. ... The cultural alienation and racial 
discrimination of migrant women, the sexual exploitation of racially-different 
women, the discrimination of mixed families are all part of an over-all 
problem which needs to be tackled. ... 


As Christian women we have interpreted quite differently the biblical 
quotation ... "In Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." 
--. For Christian women this means that there is no place in the Christian 
community for racism, classism, sexism, because all our cultural, racial, or 
gender divisions are overcome by Christ ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Armenian Claims and Ecumenical Responsibility" EPS.©85'..0L./39 


[This item is excerpted from the concluding sections of the WCC booklet, 
“Armenia: The Continuing Tragedy” (EPS 84.09.43). ] 


...It may be time that the ecumenical community of churches pay greater 
attention to the claims of Armenians, with a view to helping the Armenian 
sister churches in their struggle to obtain justice for their people. The 
World Council of Churches took a step in this direction when it issued a 
declaration on the Armenian Genocide during the WCC Sixth Assembly in 
Vancouver in the summer of 1983 [EPS 83.10.21]. 


Can the claims of the Armenian people be specified? Armenians of all places 
and of all adherence cry for justice, they expect and demand that some kind of 
reparation be made in order to compensate, albeit partly, the monstrous crimes 
of which they have been victims. They are convinced that the responsibility 
for making justice rests primarily on the Turkish government of today, 
although the powers that influence international affairs have a role to play 
as well. On this there is unanimity, and this unanimity is the strength of 
the Armenian cause, 


However, when it comes to expressing the nature of the justice claimed, one 
faces a different situation. Armenians do not have one common body that can 
act aS a representative voice of the entire people. Neither one of the 
various political parties in the diaspora, nor the churches, nor the 
authorities in Soviet Armenia can claim to be alone representative of the 
Armenians at large. This lack of a common Armenian platform is another one 
of the tragic consequences of the disruption of Armenian life caused by the 
genocide. 


There are therefore differing - if not contradictory - articulations of the 
justice claim in the Armenian diaspora. Whereas in Soviet Armenia, concerns 
on this matter - assuming that these concerns do play some political role 


there - follow geopolitical considerations of another nature. 


Many Armenians still dream of the reconstitution of the great Armenian Empire 
of Tigran II, during the first century B.C., the borders of which stretched 
from the Caspian Sea to the Black and Mediterranean Seas. This glorious past 
is the idealized archetype of the nation sung by poets and romantic writers. 
Although this dream has no contemporary political weight, it stands in the 
distant horizon as a symbol of Armenian achievement. 


But claims for justice must come down to more tangible realities. Most 
Armenians refer to the Treaty of Sévres of 10 August 1920...as a ground for 
territorial claims which is both concrete, historically valid and invested of 
certain international juridicial credit. The signatories of this treaty 
(Turkey and Allied Powers) not only recognize Armenia as a free and 
independent state (Article 88), but also agree that the frontiers of the new 
state should include the provinces of Erzerum, Trebizon, Van and Bitlis 
(Article 89), as well as provide an outlet to the Black Sea as indicated in 
the geographical boundaries determined by US President Woodrow Wilson, at the 
request of the signatories. These “Wilsonian" borders did not include 
Cilicia however, nor important Armenian provinces like Kharpout, Sivas and 
Diarbekir. All in all it covered an area of about 72,000 km, The treaty 
of Sévres...was never implemented. Kemalist Turkey soon repudiated it. The 
Allied nations lacked the will to have it respected.... 


(over) 


ECUVIEW/Armenia/2 


Next to the claims based on the Treaty of Sévres, one must mention another 
territorial claim, vivid in the minds and hearts of many Armenians, 
particularly those closer to the Armenian Revolutionary Federation. When the 
heroic but short-lived Republic of Armenia was proclaimed on 28 May 1918, the 
Dashnak leaders of the republic sought to negotiate (alas from a position of 
weakness) both with Turkish and Russian authorities in view of fixing the 
boundaires of the new state. The new boundaries should include the provinces 
of Kars, Ardahan, Nakhichevan and the Armenian territories today annexed to 
Georgia. ... Although just a fragment of "historical Armenia", would have 
represented the inner heart of an Armenian homeland. 


A third manifestation of the Armenian's claim for justice has to do with 
Soviet Armenia itself. Quite apart from the question of the freedom of the 
Socialist Republic of Armenia to stay or not to stay within the Soviet Union, 
there is the question of the return to Soviet Armenia of the Armenian 
provinces of Akhalkalak and Lori (today under Azerbaijan administration) and 
the so-called Autonomous Republic of Nakhichevan (clearly a geopolitical 
aberration). Most of these territories have either been in the past, or are 
today, densely populated by Armenians, and are unquestionably essential for 
Armenia's development and economic stability. The present state of affairs 
which separates these territories from Soviet Armenia were to a large extent 
decided at two Turkish-Russian agreements, namely the Treaty of Moscow (March 
1921) and the Kars Conference (October 1921). 


These three territorial claims are not contradictory to each other. They are 
all manifestations of the survival desire of a wounded people, of the 
legitimate aspiration of a nation whose land has been taken away by brutal 
force. They indicate that territorial claims do constitute a major concern 
of the justice claims of the Armenian people as a whole. 


But Armenians have another, more immediate and perhaps simpler claim to 
make. Turkey should acknowledge what the former régime did to the 
Armenians. The Turkish government and Turkish universities and all their 
supporters should cease the rather pathological non-recognition of historical 
fact and face the reality which has made millions of present-day Armenians 
essentially homeless. 


... The Armenian churches are an integral part of the ecumenical community of 
churches. They seek, like other churches, to live and celebrate the unity of 
the One Church of Jesus Christ. The Armenian Apostolic Church is one of the 
oldest churches in Christendom. It is a church which has a national 
character and a cultural expression which makes it distinct from other 
churches, but it shares its own experience with all other churches in the 
ecumenical community, thus enriching abundantly the life of the whole. 


What Armenians have to share is what Christ himself shared with his church: 
his suffering and death on the cross. The story of the Armenian people, as 
we have seen, is a story of continuing tragedy. The hardships suffered by 
this people over the centuries culminated in atrocities of unspeakable 
proportions. Genocide leaves its mark on both the perpetrators and the 
victims. Neither the guilt nor the pain can be eradicated. It will be 
visited upon the children and the children's children. ... Violence was the 
cause, but violence breeds violence and can therefore never be the solution. 
Whatever the claims of Armenians and whatever the denials of Turkey, any 
solution can only be found through dialogue. It is here that the ecumenical 
community may make its most profound contribution. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Enrique Lépez Oliva: "Church and Society in Cuba" EPS 85.01.40 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. Lopez 
is professor of the history of religion at the University of Havana. ] 


Pain is one more door that opens dialogue between atheists and Christians”, 
said Manuel Colliga, a Spaniard from Valencia and the major superior of the 
Brothers of the Hospitaller Order of St John of God. Like Colliga, there are 
many priests and religious in Cuba who have served its people over the 
years. Their long commitment to charitable works has created the possibility 
of fruitful dialogue between believers and non-believers here. 


The social assistance programmes of the Cuban Roman Catholic Church include 
staffing homes for the elderly and mental hospitals, caring for the sick both 
in hospitals and at home, working as nurses and medical assistants in state 
hospitals, and caring for children with physical defects. The state finances 
part of the institutional costs and provides many resources as well. 


Fara Gonzalez, a nun who is superior of the Paula home for the elderly, said 
such "work for our neighbours allows us to demonstrate that the faith is not 
something that is alienating, but rather something that brings us to commit 
ourselves to our fellow human beings and their situation. We are a small - 


perhaps insignificant - sign of Christian charity.” Zenon Janariz, director 
of the St John of God psychiatric hospital, says “the government has shown it 
wants the order to remain here. Before the revolution we had economic 


difficulties, but today these problems have been resolved with support from 
the state." 


In Cuba, senior citizens contribute between 50 to 70 percent of their pensions 
in order to stay in Roman Catholic homes for the elderly. If they have no 
retirement fund or personal resources, care is free. Economic costs not met 
by the church or individuals are covered by the state. All of these centres 
are directly run by the church with no interference from the state. In the 
latest National Assembly of People's Power, President Fidel Castro said the 
work of religious orders in homes for the elderly is a model of administrative 
efficiency. He also noted that religious congregations provide good service 
with a relatively small staff at a cost representing little more than half the 
amount of money invested in state institutions. 


In 1961, there was a mass exodus from Cuba of priests and other church 
workers, provoked largely by a fear of communism. However, then, as now, 
most of them were foreigners. And two-thirds were teachers in church schools, 
for the most part private and expensive. In 1955, there were 212 Catholic 
schools on the island. They included institutions owned by religious orders 
and by local parishes. They had a total enrolment of 61,960 students. 
There were also another 50 schools belonging to evangelical churches. 


Today all schools are state-owned and administered, but religious orders have 
maintained and even strengthened their efforts in Christian formation at all 
levels, from catechetical classes for children and young people to the 
advanced theological studies taught in several seminaries. Christian schools 
are run on weekends and during school vacations. There is also a wide 
variety of religious publications. Currently, the Roman Catholic Church is 
offering a new course on catechetics, as well as a pastoral plan oriented 
towards young people. Several Cuban ecumenical organizations are developing 
workshops on Christian formation. They include the Christian [secondary and 
university] Student Movement of Cuba, and the Cuban branch of the Latin 
American Union of Young Evangelicals. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "UN Religious Freedom Text” EPS 85.01.41 


[The following is excerpted from a report on the United Nations seminar on the 
encouragement of understanding, tolerance and respect in matters relating to 
freedom of religion or belief (Geneva, 3-14 December 1984). (See also EPS 
85.01. in this issue.) The author, Judith Baker, is from the Quaker United 
Nations Office in Geneva. The report (document HR/Geneva/1984/CRP.1-7) is 
available from the UN in Geneva and contains a summary of views expressed in 
the meeting, together with the recommendations and conclusions. [Please also 
see EPS 85.01.23. ] 


Religious differences represent the main reason for strife and war in various 
parts of the world, and yet virtually all religions and beliefs profess love 
and understanding towards those of other faiths. The difference between 
practising religion and faith and the misunderstandings which lead to 
intolerance were amongst the topics discussed at this seminar at which most 
major religions of the world were represented. It was attended by 26 
government representatives, and many non-governmental organizations [including 
the WCC] among them representatives of minority and indigenous religions. 


Despite the promising topic, the spirit of tolerance was not always apparent 
in the discussions. The issue of religious tolerance has been alive in the 
UN for some years, and in 1981 the General Assembly issued a declaration on 
the elimination of all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on 
religion or belief. Since then the UN commission on human rights has been 
considering its implementation, against many odds. This seminar is a result 
of that effort. As is often the case at such meetings, a lot of time was 
wasted by countries giving factual information about the constitutional 
guarantees for religious freedom in their countries. 


The object of the seminar was to go further and encourage and develop 
understanding, tolerance and _ respect. Education programmes to foster 
tolerance of other religions and beliefs may be a result of the report. 


Should the declaration go a stage further and become a convention? It was 
felt that it would be premature to press for state obligation, but the 
recommendations adopted by the seminar call for constitutional review and 
reform by member states. Religious bodies and groups are called on to play a 
role in the promotion and protection of religious freedoms or beliefs. A 
concrete recommendation is to have a common day of prayer or of dedication to 
the aims of the declaration and to initiate proposals on tolerance and other 
issues of religion and belief. References to the worlds’ religions during 
the seminar always included those of humanistic belief and the right not to 
have a religion or belief. The expression given to their faith by members of 
a particular religious group may be the cause for intolerance rather than the 
right to believe. The religious conviction that it is wrong to kill or be 
trained to kill, in other words conscientious objection to military service on 
religious grounds, was mentioned by only some of the government experts. 
Problems arise when expression by one religious group infringes on the ethical 
standards of another. For example, many Christians are intolerant of the 
Islamic punishment practices because they offend Christian morals and 
values. The seminar did not solve this kind of dilemma and there were bitter 
clashes over religious freedom in particular areas, notably concerning 
occupied territories in the Middle East. 


The report of the seminar is to be considered by the UN human rights 
commission in February. 
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SHOPTALK (52/03) 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request; 


Sitrep 5 on the Sahel Solidarity Programme (17 December). It estimates 


a shortage of 1.5 million tons of cereals in the eight Sahel countries, with 


8.6 million people (about the same numbers as in Ethiopia) affected. The 
sitrep includes a provisional appeal for 2.6 million US dollars. 


An appeal on the Zaire - Kivu Drought 1985. It asks for 50,000 US 


dollars. 


A series of updates in connection with the Churches Drought Action in 


ee ee ee enon ee eee cee 
Africa programme. These include sheets on Sahel General, Bukina Faso, Cape 


Verde, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegambia,. 
—$—$—$——— ee BEF, ani senegambdla 


The newest (no. 23) in the WCC Risk book series is Sent Free: Mission and 
Unity in the Perspective of the Kingdom, by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. It costs 9.50 Swiss frances, 4.75 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


Swedish church communicator Sten Hoeglund this month took up a new post as 
executive secretary for a [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) study of new 
electronic media, to be presented in two years to the SK general assembly. In 
1970, Hoeglund set up Kyrkans Informationscentral (Church Information Center, 
KI). By decision of the latest SK general assembly, KI is no longer an 
independent body, but one of nine SK commissions. Hoeglund's successor is 
Pehr Rosengren, who has begun work as executive director of the SK Commission 
for Communication and Media Work. 


In EPS 85.01.01, in the second line of the fifth paragraph, insert the dropped 
word “denominations” after (PCEA). 


The WCC executive committee meets in Geneva 3-9 February. EPS coverage is 
scheduled as part of the issue to be mailed 11 February. Let us know if you 
have particular coverage interests or deadline requirements. 


The WCC central committee meets in Buenos Aires this July/August. Information 
for journalists who wish to attend will be available in EPS. 


EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, February deadlines 
depart somewhat from that pattern: Tuesday the 5th, Friday the 8th, Wednesday 
the 20th, and Tuesday the 26th (all times noon GMT). The normal schedule 
resumes in March. 


US RELIGIOUS GROUPS FILE Ecumenical Press 
SHAREHOLDER RESOLUTIONS Service 85.01.42 


NEW YORK (EPS/Carol Fouke) - US church-related agencies have filed a record 
number of shareholder resolutions this year with leading weapons producers and 
are being joined for the first time by a City of New York pension plan in 
co-sponsoring shareholder resolutions on South Africa. Other firsts this 
year include resolutions from church groups on transportation of nuclear 
weapons and on acid rain. 


Pharmaceutical’ companies, banks, utilities, food producers and department 
store chains are among the 69 companies which have received 75 shareholder 
resolutions on these and other issues from about 100 religious groups. The 
resolutions are proposed for debate and vote at: those corporations’ annual 
meetings, most in April and May. ; 


The religious organizations are members of the Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility, a related movement of the [US] National Council of Churches, 
here. ° ICCR. co-ordinates the corporate responsibility work of 210 Roman 
Catholic orders and dioceses and 19 Protestant agencies, with combined 
investments of approximately 10 billion US dollars. 


"As investors in corporations, churches have a particular obligation to press 
companies to act in a socially responsible manner”, said ICCR Executive 
Director Timothy Smith. "Increasingly", he observed, “church: advocacy- in 
America's corporate boardrooms is having an effect. Scores of banks and 
brokerage houses have stopped loans to the South African government and 
Krugerrand sales. Infant formula companies have changed dramatically their 
practices in Third World countries. Numerous companies have begun regularly 
reporting on their progress on hiring and promoting women and minorities, in 
response to requests for such reports by church investors. And: church 
shareholder initiatives are studied and voted on by a wider range. of investors 
than ever before,: including state and local pension funds, universities, 
foundations, insurance companies and trade unions.” 


Each year, more than one-fourth of the resolutions are withdrawn when 
agreements are reached between management and church. resolution. sponsors, 
Smith said. Such agreements are “signs of the seriousness with which many 
companies treat these church resolutions. I believe top management is much 
more open now than it was a decade ago to discuss and deal with corporate 
social responsibility issues with church groups”, Smith said. 


‘Among groups filing shareholder. resolutions this year are American Baptist 
Churches, Maryknoll, Episcopal Church, two divisions of the United Methodist 
Church Board of Global Ministries, various boards of the United Church of 
Christ, several provinces of the Society of Jesus, Marianists, Lutheran Church 
in America, Church Women United, Reformed Church in America, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Christian Brothers, Holy Cross Fathers, School Sisters 
of St Francis, and Sisters of Mercy. 


Among corporations affected are Eastman Kodak, Ford Motor Company, United 
Technologies, ‘Texaco, Chevron, Coca Cola, IBM, American Telephone | and 
Telegraph, Johnson & Johnson, General Dynamics, General Electric, GTE, 
Honeywell, Rockwell International, Motorola, and Manufacturers Hanover Trust. 


ICCR has grouped the shareholder resolutions in the such categories as weapons 
producers, South Africa, other international justice issues, infant formula 


and pharmaceuticals, US economic equality issues, environment, and energy. 


EPS 


CONSULTATION CONSIDERS CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
UNDERSTANDING OF HEALTH, HEALING Service 85.01.43 


CHEVY CHASE (Maryland/US) (EPS/Andrea Cano) - Theological imperatives for the 
church as a healing community, and recommendations about health and healing 
ministries on denominational and congregational levels surfaced during a 
four-day ecumenical consultation, here last month. 


"Exploring the Christian Understanding of Health and Healing” attracted about 
a 100 theologians and health-care professionals. It was sponsored jointly by 
the Christian Medical Commission (part of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches) and the Canadian and [US] National Councils of Churches. 


On the first morning, CMC Director Eric Ram suffered a heart attack while on 
the speaker's platform. Rushed to a local hospital, he was discharged in 
mid-December and is recuperating. Gwen Grawley, health ministries associate 
with the Presbyterian Church (USA) in New York, said the attack “reminded us 
of our human frailty and our individual needs to be part of a caring community 
- to both restore and retain health and to be healed, This event and its 
impact on those present may have been one of the reasons that many 
recommendations coming from the consultation focused on strengthening the 
caring role of the church as exemplified by the healing ministry of Christ”. 


Rooted in theological statements, the recommendations were consolidated in a 
12-page report. Reflections and calls for action included: 


- Creating new definitions for health, healing and wholeness; 

- Making visible those characteristics of healing which address the needs of 
the Christian community, that is, healing which is “sacrificial, covenantal, 
wholistic, communal and spiritual”. 

- Clarifying the role of the church in acknowledging, articulating and 
developing healing ministries; 

- Co-operating with rather than being critical of medical and other health 
care professionals; 

- Integrating liturgical and devotional materials related to health and 
healing into the life of the congregation; 

- Viewing the congregation as the redemptive community for healing ministries; 
— Suggesting areas of advocacy for the church as a healing community such as 
initiating a dialogue in the US on the basis of which a comprehensive national 
policy for health and health services can be constructed; 

- Guiding legislative policy for more responsive health institutions; 

= Continuing to raise such ethical issues created by North American 
technology such as the lengths to which one goes to sustain life, the contrast 
between health care and treating disease, and the impact of cost containment 
on the quality of care. 


The consultation was the eighth in a series co-ordinated by the CMC in the 
Caribbean, Central America, South America, Africa, the Indian sub-continent, 
South-east Asia, and the Pacific to determine how Christians around the world 
with different cultures understand health, healing and wholeness. 


Traditions with representatives at the consultation included Lutheran, 
Methodist, Baptist, Moravian, Reformed, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Brethren, 
Disciples, and Seventh-day Adventist. 
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UK CHURCH REPS DIFFER Ecumenical Press 


ON BIO-ETHICAL ISSUES Service 85.01.44 
LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - Representatives of Britain's three largest 
Christian groupings - Anglican (Church of England, CE), Reformed (Church of 
Scotland, CS), and Roman Catholic - differ in responses to the recent Warnock 


committee's report on human fertilization and embryology. 


The report deals with moral and practical issues raised by in vitro 
fertilization and similar techniques, and among other things recommends 
allowing experimentation on human embryos up to 14 days from conception, 
making artificial insemination by donor (AID) available on a controlled basis, 
and allowing egg donation on a similar basis to AID. 


The committee also recommended outlawing surrogate motherhood - a very topical 
issue with the recent birth of Britain's first commercial surrogate baby. In 
that it has backing from all the church responders. , 


Support for the committee's more controversial recommendations came from the 
CE Board for Social Responsibility. A board majority agreed with the 
committee that "those engaging in AID are, in their own view, involved in a 
positive affirmation of the family”. It thus concluded that “AID may be 
regarded as an acceptable practice”. Similarly, a majority backed committee 
proposals regarding egg donation, and also supported the recommendation that 
research be allowed on embryos up to 14 days from conception. But the board 
wanted the creation of embryos specifically for research to be prevented. 


The board's views are being challenged within the Church of England. A 
questionnaire circulated among members of the CE general synod and answered by 
237 of them - 43 percent of the synod's membership - found 85 percent who 


thought AID should be made a criminal offence and 81 percent who thought 
testing and freezing of embryos and their eventual destruction should be 
forbidden. The questionnaire was organized by a group of leading synod 
members pressing for a debate when the synod next meets, next month. 


In contrast to the Anglican response, the CS Board of Social Responsibility 
called for a halt to all experimentation with human embryos and said it could 
not support AID because it is “an unwarranted intrusion of a third party into 
the marriage relationship”. The board accused the committee of failing to 
address itself to the status of the embryo and thus being led to describe a 
form of scientific endeavour which scientists themselves would not support. 


"Human life is intrinsically meaningful", the CS board said. “ait “18 ,to* be 
understood in terms of the will and purpose of God involving mutual obligation 
within society. Thus the practice of scientific inquiry which assumes 


ve 


neutrality in its treatment of human life is a delusion. 


The most hostile response to the Warnock report came from the joint bio-ethics 
committee of the Roman Catholic bishops' conferences of Scotland, England and 
Wales, and Ireland. It called for urgent legislation to prohibit any form of 
experimentation on, or observation of, a human embryo likely to damage or 
endanger it; any form of freezing or other storage without genuine and 
definite prospect of transfer unimpaired to the proper mother; and any form 
of selection among human embryos with a view to transferring only the fittest 
or most. desirable. A majority of the committee thought that even 
fertilization of a human embryo outside the mother and its implantation in the 
mother without any question of “spare” embryos, is not morally acceptable, but 
the committee did not wish to have that judgement imposed by civil law. 
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FAITH AND ORDER DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHURCH Service 85.01.45 


PARIS (EPS) - Two international, theological consultations took place here 
simultaneously (3-10 January) under the auspices of the Commission on Faith 
and Order (CFO) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The 60-plus 
theologians came from all major Christian traditions. 


Some of the group were involved in a discussion of "We Believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Church, and the Life of the World to Come", part of a series of 
three meetings on aspects of the fourth-century Nicene Creed in connection 
with the multi-year CFO project, “Towards the Common Expression of the 
Apostolic Faith Today”. The project is an effort to present the church's 
historic faith in 20th-century terms. 


The other group discussed “The Church as Mystery and Prophetic Sign", part of 
another CFO multi-year project, “The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of 
Human Community”. 


CFO Director Giinther Gassmann said the two consultations “made it possible to 
prepare reports which express an ecumenical convergence in view of the 
understanding of the church in the perspective of the Holy Spirit and as an 
instrument in God's plan of salvation for all humankind”. The two projects 
form a major part of the agenda for the next plenary CFO meeting, in Stavanger 
(Norway) in August. The previous plenary was in Lima (Peru) in January 1982. 


Those presenting major papers at the consultations included Jan Lochman 
(Reformed, Switzerland), Nikos Nissiotis (Eastern Orthodox, Greece), Edouard 
Boné (Roman Catholic, Belgium), Manas Buthelezi (Lutheran, South Africa), 
Jiirgen Moltmann (Reformed, FRG), Jean Tillard (Roman Catholic, Canada), and 
Ann Loades (Anglican, England). 


EPS 
FAMILY-PLANNING DEBATE Ecumenical Press 
STILL RAGING IN KENYA Service 85.01.46 
NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - A Roman Catholic bishop, John Nijenga of 


Eldoret, says he and his colleagues will continue to oppose sterilization of 
women, and what they consider artificial methods of family planning even if 
they are all arrested. Njenga rejected the “butchering of our women and 
fighting the innocent baby in a war which has not been declared", and 
expressed "deep concern at the murder of babies in the name of development”. 


At the same time, he said the church shares the government's concern about 
Kenya's rate of population increase (one of the highest in the world). He 
also disclosed that his diocese is preparing people to instruct couples in 
what is considered natural family planning. 


The public controversy on family planning here (EPS 84.11.71, 12.62) was 
sparked by the RC bishops' newspaper advertisement condemning sterilization of 
women and describing it as “an insult to the women and men of Kenya and a 
violation of human dignity”. On the other hand, the 30-plus denomination 
National Council of Churches of Kenya said it supports "any of the current 
certified medical methods for spacing children so long as the method chosen is 
agreeable to the couple concerned in consultation with a competent doctor”. 
The NCCK has, however, rejected the use of contraceptives for immoral 
pre-marital and extra-marital relations, most use of abortion as a way of not 
having children, and the sale of contraceptives on the open market. 
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Russian Orthodox Church names new WCC representative 1 hoger = Satan OD 
MOSCOW (EPS) - The holy synod of the Russian Orthodox Church has named Bishop 
Sergei of Solnetchnogorsk, 35, its representative to the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. He succeeds Vitaly Borovoy, who has been the RO 
representative since it joined the WCC in 1961. Sergei has been an auxiliary 
bishop here for the past two years. Borovoy has been named vice-chairman of 
the ROC external affairs department; he is also a priest attached to the 
patriarchal cathedral of the Epiphany here. 


SA church council investigating ‘unsavoury smear' of Boesak EPS 85,01.48 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - General Secretary Desmond Tutu of the South African 


Council of Churches, said (15 January) the SACC has “taken note of reports 
appearing in the press concerning an alleged affair" between theologian Allan 
Boesak and a member of the SACC staff. Boesak is SACC senior vice-president, 
and also president of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 
Tutu said the council “has no reason to disbelieve” reports that the 
information came from the police, and “is appalled that the state should be 
involved in this kind of unsavoury smear." The SACC, he said, "will, in due 
course, through its proper channels, determine the action it will take in 
regard to the allegations." 


Ecumenical delegation helps dedicate Finnish chapel in Rome EFS, 62.,UL.49 
ROME (EPS) - Three Finnish church leaders - Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstrén, 


Eastern Orthodox Archbishop Paul, and Roman Catholic Bishop Paul Verschuren - 
officiated jointly in the ecumenical dedication of a chapel in the church of 
Santa Maria Sopra Minerva here to the memory of Henry, the 12th-century martyr 
bishop of Uppsala revered as Finland's patron saint. They also had a 
40-minute audience with Pope John Paul, who noted that “never before have 
leaders of several Christian churches in the same country visited the Vatican 
together.” Most Finns are counted as Lutherans. 


Christian Peace Conference announces sixth assembly EPS .85.01.50 
PRAGUE (EPS) - The Christian Peace Conference, based here, has announced its 
Sixth All-Christian Peace Assembly, 2-9 July, here. Theme of the meeting is 
“God Calls: Choose Life - The Hour is Late - Christians in Resistance to the 
Powers of Death - On the Path to Peace and Justice for All.” CPC says it 
expects about 700 church, peace group, and ecumenical representatives to 
attend. 


SA white denomination suspends RES membership EPS 85.01. 51 
PRETORIA (EPS) - The white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) announced (2 January) 


that it had suspended its membership in the Grand Rapids (Michigan/US)-based 
Reformed Ecumenical Synod, a worldwide grouping of Reformed denominations. 
The NGK called an RES statement of opposition last year to the South African 
System of race separation with white supremacy (apartheid) insulting. A final 
NGK decision on its membership was projected for next year. It noted that it 
contributes a fifth of the RES budget. Other sizable RES members are the 
Christian Reformed Church of North America and the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands (GKN). 


SA Lutherans desegregate theological education 1 CHO Se WON tO 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - This year, for the first time, black and white Lutheran 


theological students are studying together at Natal University. The 
integration is expected to aid efforts to unite black and white Lutheran 
denominations in South Africa. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT; “Namibian Church Statement on Occasion of Kennedy visit" EPS 85.01.53 


[This statement of the executive committee of the Council of Churches of 
Namibia was presented on the occasion of the visit of US Senator Edward 
Kennedy, 12 January. It was signed on behalf of church jurisdictions in 
Namibia which account for almost all the country's Christians - African 
Methodist Episcopal Church [in Namibia]; Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
South-West Africa (Rhenish Mission); - German Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
South-West Africa; Roman Catholic Apostolic Vicariate of Windhoek; Anglican 
Diocese of Namibia; Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church; Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa [in Namibia]; United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa [in Namibia]. ] : 


--. We mentioned earlier that you are a champion of civil rights and that is 
true. Therefore, there is little more that needs to be said about the plight 
of Namibia today because you are well informed. Nevertheless, the blocking 
of the implementation of UN Resolution 435 by the South African government, 
with direct connivance of the present administration in Washington, is one 
factor worth mentioning. We would also affirm our own rejection of the 
linkage of Cuban troops in Angola to a just settlement and independence for 
Namibia. 


Now, instead of positive moves towards that settlement, you will know that the 
South African government is calling for compulsory military registration and 
we fear that the ground is being cultivated for civil war in the country. 
Hence, we are witnessing a repetition of the 1980 experience when the South 
African military authorities went to the extent of using school registers to 
recruit young African children to prepare them for a war that they knew was 
not in their best interest, a war that has claimed and continues to claim 
human lives, especially in the northern part of our country. Civilians 
continue to be caught in crossfire on a daily basis. The fact of the war has 
caused displacement of people and destruction of property and the economy is 
in a state of disruption through mismanagement, corruption, and_ the 
bewilderment of those who long for positive moves towards peace and justice. 
Much of this is heightened by the creation and maintenance of unnecessary 
ethnic governments. 


Namibia is a developing country with diverse resources and a potential 
wealth. It has rich mineral reserves, a depleted fishing industry and some 
agriculture production. Reports maintain that, for example, in 1978 alone 
minerals made up for 60% of the country's exports. Yet the majority of our 
people suffer from the unequal distribution of wealth and there is mass 
unemployment. 


Our major frustration lies in the field of education. Planning for the 
future of this country should involve massive concern to equip Namibians for 
ultimate responsibility. We cannot see this happening. Our black people 
suffer the effects of an inferior education. For instance, the budget for 
education for the academic year 1982-1983 provided for 1,762 rand for every 
white child in school and 320 rand for every black child in school. At 
present it is a well-known fact that only 12% of black children reach 


secondary school, as compared to at least 42% of white children. At least 
one third of the black teachers are under-qualified, while another third are 
not qualified at all. These are but a few characteristics of the colonial 


experience Namibians endure under South African rule. ... 
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ECUTEXT: "Sunday and Worship" EPS 85.01.54 


[This item is excerpted from a joint statement by the Roman Catholic bishops 
of Federal [West] Germany, and the council of the Evangelical Church in [West] 
Germany, which groups the Reformed, United, and Lutheran Landeskirchen 
(regional denominations). It appeared in the December EKD Bulletin. ] 


Sundays are a joy for many, a burden for others and a problem for some. The 
“Lord's Day” which used to be observed by everyone has now lost much of its 
significance. And yet it would be an awful thing for all of us to lose our 


Sundays; they are like a gift to us and still have a hidden value even in 
their degenerate form. 


Many of us do not experience Sunday as a special day, but merely as a part of 


the weekend which begins on Friday afternoon. The fact that we have much 
more leisure time than people have ever known before means we have to find 
ways of using it. A whole industry offers us its services. Activities 


which once filled people's free time have now taken on the nature of work. A 
hectic and restless atmosphere has thus taken the place of rest and 
relaxation. Sunday is swallowed up by the weekend and remains nothing but 
its end, its last day. Whole professions in the service industries have to 
work particularly hard at weekends. 


There is often hardly any difference between weekdays and Sundays. The 
rhythm of tension and relaxation, activity and rest has _ been lost. The 
restlessness of work corresponds with the restlessness of consumption. When 


everything is geared to achievement alone, the soul remains empty. 


The connection between Sundays and the family has also changed. The idea 
that Sundays belong to the family in particular has disappeared from many 
people's minds. Everyone feels that Sundays belong first of all to 
themselves. The family is faced by competition from television or from 
various leisure activities which interest some people and not others. This 
means that many families do not feel they belong together so much that they 
naturally want to spend at least part of their Sunday together. 


The Christian faith, however, does not allow us to stop at merely analysing 
the situation and mourning over what has been lost. It encourages us to 
“keep the Lord's Day”. Remembering the origins of this day can show us new 
possibilities for the present day. ... 


Right from the beginning, Christians expressed their thanks for the creation 
and praise for the resurrection of Christ in services of worship. They came 
together on Sundays to remember what their Lord had done and to be united in 
celebrating the Lord's Supper. 


Thanksgiving and worship belong together. Sunday worship is the response of 
Christians to what God has done. Many people find it hard to worship because 
they do not know what they should give thanks for. It is important to take 
time on this one day of the week to rest and reflect, so that we can discover 
what we have to be thankful for. Many people do the opposite these days. 
They do not think of themselves as people who owe their existence to others, 
who have received their life and its significance as a gift from God. The 
burden of everyday life weighs heavy on them. It is very hard to worship God 
with such a view of life. 


(over) 


Sunday/2 


Playing games and practising sports, conversation and relaxation, experiencing 
and admiring nature, taking care of others, all this opens our eyes for 


thanksgiving and worship. It can point to the fact that there is more to 
life than just doing something with a specific purpose. It also shows us 
that our life is more than what we achieve. Work should not be looked down 
on, but it is not everything. This “something extra" is the content of 
worship. At church we are not worshipping ourselves, but him from whom we 
come and to whom we are going. At the centre of worship is “his story” for 


us: Jesus’ death and resurrection, his ascension, his life among us and his 
coming again in glory. ... 


Corporate worship is the focal point of the Christian fellowship. ... Those 
who only go to church when they suddenly feel they need to usually decide too 
late. Those who only go out of habit help to create boredom. No one should 
think badly of a good habit, however; it helps to make worship independent of 


our changing moods and imagined needs. Congregational worship must _ be 
protected from the whims of the moment. Constant change is incompatible with 
it; continuity and repetition are vital. Worship needs [stable] structure 


.»». aS much as elements to make it more interesting and lively participation. 


Protestants and Catholics are united in their observance of the Lord's Day and 
their love’ of worship. It is all the more regrettable that they are not yet 
able to celebrate all their holy days with joint services of worship. This 
is particularly true of Sundays. 


According to the apostolic tradition, the Lord's Day and the Lord's Supper 
belong together. Throughout the centuries the Catholic Church has held to 
the belief that observing the day of resurrection involves Christians meeting 


to celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ in the Eucharist. The 
Protestant Church has now rediscovered the long-forgotten importance of 
celebrating the Lord's Supper on Sundays. However, it has just as high an 


opinion of worship centred on preaching the Word and considers such services 
an appropriate way of observing the Lord's Day. 


This difference of opinion has a direct effect on church practice. In the 
Catholic view a service centred on a sermon cannot replace the celebration of 
the Eucharist on Sundays. This means that Saturday evenings and Sunday 
mornings must be reserved for the eucharist. Ecumenical services may be held 
for important reasons on Sunday afternoons and evenings if the participants 
have had ‘the ‘opportunity to attend the eucharist beforehand, and if the 
eucharist does not have to be moved from its normal time in the area in 


question. This does not mean that Catholics have a low opinion of worship 
centred on preaching the word, because the mass is a service with both a 
sermon and sacrament. In combination with the mass, prayers said at set 


hours of the day, devotions, and services centred on sermons are indispensable 
for the church and the world, and must be promoted as much as possible. 


The Protestant Church supports all efforts to give Sundays a special status by 
celebrating holy communion regularly. But it also feels that celebrating the 
eucharist less often can be a sign of great respect for this sacrament. ... 


Both Catholics and Protestants deeply regret that as yet we have neither inter- 
communion nor full fellowship between our churches, Church fellowship finds 
its fulfilment in inter-communion, and inter-communion is only possible where 
church fellowship exists. The Protestant and Catholic churches both agree on 
this, but draw different conclusions. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/B. David Williams: "Crisis in New Caledonia" EPS 85.01.55 


[Williams is on the staff of the East Asia and Pacific office of the 31- 
denominational National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. He is 
former co-ordinator of the church and society programme of the Pacific 
Conference of Churches. (See also EPS 84.03.67, 04.47, and 07.64.)] 


New Caledonia, the island colony of France just north-east of Australia has 
been much in the news lately because of outbreaks of violence as_ the 
indigenous Melanesian people, who call themselves the "“Kanaks", intensify 
their struggle for independence. Sixteen recent deaths through violence are 
reported [as of 10 January]. 


Now Edgard Pisani, French government negotiator in New Caledonia, has proposed 
a “treaty of association", under which New Caledonia would be given internal 
autonomy, but France would handle external relations and would _ take 


responsibility for all matters pertaining to "security". French citizens 
would remain such, and the French government would be responsible for matters 
like aviation and broadcasting. It is assumed that under the treaty a 


substantial level of financial assistance would be guaranteed. 


We have been reading about the boycott of elections, the Kanak provisional 
government, the barricades, about the tragic deaths on _ both _ sides. 
Unfortunately, however, reporting is seriously inadequate. 


New Caledonia should be of special interest for the church because of historic 
mission ties there and the fact that the Evangelical Church of New Caledonia 
and the Loyalty Islands, the largest Protestant denomination, has officially 
taken a position in favour of Kanak independence. 


Unfortunately, current reporting tends to make the Kanaks appear naive, 
selfish, unprepared for independence, with lines like, "The Kanaks insist upon 
being the only ones to vote on the question of independence”, or, 
“Approximately 37% of the population (based on the estimate that approximately 
85%Z of the Melanesians favour the Kanak independence plan) demands that they 
be the only ones to vote on the question of independence”. A recent article 
in the New York Times made a bit much of a statement of Jacques Housard, a 
Frenchman born in New Caledonia (a hotel owner): "I can't see independence 
with the natives. They are terrorists, they have no policy." 


The Kanaks have in the past demonstrated great patience and have repeatedly 
shown a desire to settle the question of their self-determination by peaceful 
means. Kanak delegations were sent to France as early as 20 years ago to 
plead their case, at a time when they were still a majority in their own 
land. Sitting for long hours without response in the ante-rooms of 
uninterested politicians was a humiliating experience for them. But still 
they were patient. 


Sadly, their patience has worked against them. A deliberate French policy to 
encourage inflow of European French citizens, Pacific-islander workers from 
other French colonies, and Asians has reduced them to a minority in their own 
land, about 42% of the total population of 140,000. 


The position of the FLNKS independence movement is not that only Melanesians 
shall vote. For good reason, the FLNKS position has been that only those 
citizens having at least one parent born in New Caledonia shall vote on the 
question of independence. This clearly allows some non-Melanesians to vote, 
but it mainly restricts it to those who came prior to the “boom years" of the 
1960s, many of them victims of history, just as the Melanesians have been 
victims of colonialism. The Kanaks call them “those with empty suitcases”. 


(over) 


Caledonia/2 


It should readily be recognized that the liberal French voting policies make 
for gross distortions on independence-related questions. Military personnel 
and civil servants may vote any time after arrival. Other French citizens, 
from anywhere, may vote after six months. 


The French constitution has been used repeatedly to block electoral reform. 
Yann Celene Uregei, minister of foreign affairs of the new Kanak provisional 
government, expresses his’ frustration: “Everything having to do with 
colonization is legal, constitutional. Everything having to do. with 
de-colonization is unconstitutional." 


Beyond the voting question, the stated Kanak independence plan does not 
exclude non-Melanesians. It assures fair treatment for people of other 
origins in a united, multi-racial national community. It assures fundamental 
rights for citizens and workers, with individual and collective liberties. 


The Kanaks are simply insisting that the starting point of the new nation is a 
Melanesian identity, and not a European one. The non-Melanesians present in 
that situation are invited to stay, to commit themselves to the new nation and 
participate in shaping its life. 


The majority of the Kanaks simply will not accept that New Caledonia might 
become a French version of New Zealand (or numerous. other _ places 
all-too-familiar to us) where the indigenous people, their culture and their 
land have been violated and overwhelmed. The Kanaks are sober realists. 
They know their history well enough to understand that an extremely careful 
plan will be required to provide them the protection they need to develop an 
authentic Melanesian participation in the new nation. 


The socialist nature of the FLNKS plan is often highlighted in the press, and 
its leaders made to appear as radical leftists. It must be remembered that 
the traditional culture of the Kanaks is highly communal in nature. It 
should not be surprising to find a socialist orientation in the new plan. 


Those looking into this situation carefully will learn that the Kanak 
independence leadership consists generally of responsible persons and groups, 
including prominent ex-seminarians and other Christian leadership. The 
Evangelical Church plays an important, constructive role. 


The recent violent turn of events in New Caledonia, long predicted, has 
obviously alarmed the French government, and has precipitated the sending of 
the negotiation team from Paris. But the French government now appears to be 
in a state of confusion about its policy, particularly concerning elections. 


Quite appropriately, fresh initiatives are being made by the Kanaks at the UN, 
with the support of their independent Pacific island neighbour nations, to 
place the New Caledonia case for self-determination under UN oversight. 
While some may question the role and success of the UN in other spheres, the 
record of the UN in the matter of decolonization is a striking example of 
achievement, The French government and all concerned would do well to 
consider the current Kanak initiatives to involve third parties as 
constructive, responsible action. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: “Loccum, Bernard, Luther, and Ecumenism" EPS 85.01.56 


[The Lutheran bishop of Hannover is also abbot of Loccum, a 12th century 
Cistercian monastery, and as such welcomes from time to time new 
Ehrenstiftherrn (“honorary canons”). This item is excerpted from the address 
by Philip Potter (9 December), when he became the first foreigner so honoured. 
Potter retired at the end of 1984 after 12 years as general secretary of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


Loccum represents for the church its call to be ecclesia reformanda, the 
church always being reformed by the Word of God incarnate in Christ. People 
often speak of Loccum as though it was a strange phenomenon after the 
Reformation. They forget that Loccum was a Cistercian monastery from 1163, 
and belonged to a great reform movement in the church. They also forget the 
influence which the sermons of Bernard of Clairvaux had on Martin Luther at a 
critical point of his spiritual wrestling. In his table talk, Luther said 
that God has always preserved his church by a single person. Luther named 
several in the Old Testament. Then he goes on to say "Christ, the Council of 
Nices, Augustin and Ambrose, Bernard and now myself". ... 


For Luther and for us, the Reformation continues. We are now coming to the 
end of the year of the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Barmen 
Declaration. It is good to recall the first article of that declaration: 


Jesus Christ, as he is testified to us in Holy Scripture, is 
the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have 
to trust and obey in life and death. 


We reject as false doctrine that the Church can and must acknowledge 
as a source of its proclamation, beside and in addition to this 

one Word of God, other events, powers, forms and truths as the 
revelation of God. 


It is precisely here that we have the leitmotiv of the ecumenical movement and 
of the World Council of Churches. ... The ecumenical movement is by its very 
nature a renewal movement through the Word of God which remains for ever in 
Christ incarnate, crucified and risen. It is on this basis that the World 
Council of Churches and its member churches must be judged and on which their 
covenant relationship depends. 


Secondly, a church which is ecclesia reformanda, always in process of being 
renewed, is a church which is seeking to become, under the guidance and the 
economy of the Holy Spirit, the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. No 
one understood this as clearly as that pioneer of the ecumenical movement, 
Gerhard Wolter Molanus, abbot in 1677-1722, in a period when the scars of the 
Thirty Years War were still very visible. Molanus was not alone in Germany 
in seeking for the reunion of the Roman Catholic church and the churches of 
the Reformation. This was very much in the air at the time. But it was he 
who was most persistent and most perspicacious about it. 


Like the others who sought unity in those days, Molanus perceived that it 
demanded piety, mutual trust and love in those who engaged in conversations. 
But he demanded, too, more than the others, that there be unity in doctrine 
grounded in the Scriptures, and especially on the Reformation conviction of 
justification by grace and faith alone. Molanus, like Leibniz, his friend 
and collaborator, held that the universal church must include within itself 
all the expressions of the Christian faith and life. 


(over) 


ECUVIEW/Potter:2 


The modern ecumenical movement is in direct succession to the endeavours of 
people like Molanus. Indeed, it is interesting to recall that one of the 
"Ehrestiftherren” of Loccum was Bishop [Otto] Dibelieus who played an active 
role in the first conference on Faith and Order at Lausanne in 1927, and later 
became a president of the World Council of Churches. I well remember that it 
was Bishop Lilje who at the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
1948 moderated the section on "The Universal Church in God's Design", which 
dealt with the issues of unity and outlined what at that time united and what 
divided the churches. 


Molanus, Dibelius and Lilje would have rejoiced that we have now reached the 
stage of sharing with the churches, in a reception process, converging 
Statements on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry", prepared by Roman Catholics, 
Orthodox and Protestants. Even more they would feel at home in the present 
atmosphere in which, through prayer and mutual trust, we open our hearts and 
minds to one another through our common allegiance to the Word of God in 
Christ. 


But Molanus went further than devoting himself to the healing of the broken 
Body of Christ, the Church. Indeed, he came to this concern for churchly 
unity from his earlier academic involvement in bringing together the natural 
sciences and theology. It was his conviction that modern natural science was 
in accord with the Reformation theology of creation. Apart from being 
professor of mathematics and astronomy, he was also professor of theology, 
three times rector of the University of Rinteln, and also very sensitive to 
the arts, in the best Baroque tradition. 


Molanus was groping after God's design to unite all peoples and all things in 
Christ. He would have found it congenial to participate in the present 
ecumenical debate on the unity of the Church as a sign and sacrament of God's 
purpose to unite all things and all peoples in Christ as was perceived by 
those who planned the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches under 
the theme, “Man's Disorder and God's Design", based on the first chapter of 
the letter to the Ephesians. 


Thirdly, even before he became Abbot of Loccum, Molanus struggled with the 
Principal Elector and the state authorities to maintain the identity and 
selfhood of the church as dependent on its Lord and on his word alone. This 
was certainly in the tradition of the Cistercian reform movement, and 
especially of the role which Bernard of Clarvaux played. Bernard, out of the 
depth and richness of his faith and piety and of his love for humanity, 
carried out an extensive public office. But he did so in independence from 
the powers and as a monk whose whole life was coram Deo [in God's presence]. 


Molanus, like Bernard, wanted the Church to be free to carry out its prophetic 
and pastoral office. It is not often remembered how Martin Luther himself 
was motivated by this view of the church. In one of his letters he says: 
"Never remain silent and assent to injustice, whatever the cost", because 
whoever remained silent would make himself/herself an accomplice. The 
freedom of the Christian also calls for the freedom of the church to declare 
the crown rights of the Redeemer over every realm of life. 


Here again, this is what we have been learning from the ecumenical movement 
and in the fellowship of the World Council of Churches. I count it a great 
joy to have been involved over these many years in this endeavour to be the 
church with a word of judgement, mercy and promise for the life of the world 
with daring, courage and love. I covet this attitude for the church in 
Germany and in all parts of the world. ... 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


A 14 January maiiing on Ethiopia: It includes reports from the 
ecumenical team which visited the country before Christmas (EPS 84.12.59), and 
from a follow-up meeting in Geneva 7 January to the 13 December CICARWS 
emergency appeal for 7 million US dollars to aid Ethiopia. CICARWS Acting 
Director Georges Tsetsis says the documents give a "fair picture of the 
dramatic situation in Ethiopia, as well as an indication of the determination 
of the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church to serve those in need at this 
particularly tragic moment of their history.” 


Social Education and Ethical Values: Introducing Ethics and Religion into the 


Science Classroom and Laborary is new from WCC Publications and Georgetown 
University Press. Edited by David Gosling, director of the WCC church and 
society subunit, and by Bert Musschenga, head of the Interdisciplinary Centre 
for the Study of Science, Society, and Religion at the Free University in 
Amsterdam, it sells for 13.90 Swiss francs, 6.25 US dollars, or 4.75 UK 
pounds. The book includes papers prepared in connection with a 20-24 June 
1983 workshop at the Free University. 


The WCC executive committee meets in Geneva 3-9 February. EPS coverage is 


scheduled as part of the issue to be mailed 11 February. Let us know if you 
have special coverage interests or deadline requirements. 


The WCC central committee meets in Buenos Aires this July/August. Information 
for journalists expecting to attend will be available in EPS. 


EPS schedule: The regular weekly deadline for EPS copy is Tuesday at noon, 
GMT. Because of holidays, travel, and/or special events, February deadlines 
depart somewhat from that pattern: Tuesday the 5th, Friday the 8th, Wednesday 
the 20th, and Tuesday the 26th (all times noon GMT). The normal. schedule 
resumes in March. 


Several WCC commissions and similar groups met last month. Reports on some of 
them are projected for the next EPS. 


Ecupast ~- News from EPS 25 years ago: WELLINGTON (EPS, 18 March 1960) - The 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand protested that national rugby 


football union's decision to exclude Maori players from a national team 
touring South Africa. The prime minister said decisions about the composition 
of the team were for the union, not the government to make. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: NAIROBI (EPS, 25 March 1960) - East 


African church leaders supported recommendations from the Kenya constitutional 
conference in London, called to consider steps toward independence for what 
was then a UK colony. 


CHINA CHURCH LEADERS ENCOURAGE Ecumenical Press 
SOME CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ABROAD Service 85.02.01 


BEIJING (EPS) - Two leaders of China's Christian community are encouraging 
some “contributions to China from overseas churches and Christians.” 


The [4 December] statement from President K.H. Ting and Associate General 
Secretary Han Wenzao of the China Christian Council (CCC) says “Chinese 
Christians welcome ... contributions in the form of funds, material, and 
personnel from overseas" to “non-Christian programs and enterprises in China 
--. providing ... they are given with due regard to Chinese national 
sovereignty" to support "modernization of the country." 


The council groups about half the country's Christians, estimated to number 
about one percent of the Chinese population of one billion (1000 million). 


Ting and Han speak “as Chinese citizens and Chinese Christians. We believe 
that Christians have a duty to work for the social betterment of all people. 
We appreciate the contributions already being made in China by those religious 
groups and individuals overseas and in Hong Kong expressing the sharing of 
resources among people the world over.” They ask that the CCC be told of 
contributions to the non-religious projects, and that overseas Christians who 
make them “be open and forthright about their Christian commitment, neither 
concealing their identity nor maintaining hidden proselytizing purposes." 


Ting and Han say that such contributions “should not be presented as a return 
to the past missionary era," but rather as “expressions of Christian love and 
care, and ... ways to help promote mutual understanding and cultural 
exchange.” They ask that publicity about the contributions “not impair the 
spirit of friendly relations and Christian goodwill,” and add that the CCC may 
“when forced by necessity ... raise before parties ... in China the question 
of the advisability of working with certain overseas groups or individuals.” 


The leaders project “more and different kinds of opportunities for making 
contributions to social-service projects in China," not only "non-Christian 
enterprises," but possibly also "projects or welfare foundations in which 
Christians either take part or play a leading role." They note that the 
council is “considering projects of the latter kind because, aside from making 
contributions to socialist modernization, they make way for more Christian 
presence and involvement in the people's common tasks, and thereby change the 
image of Christianity among the Chinese people.” 


Ting and Han say “contributions to social service bodies in China are 
something quite apart from the principle of self-support,” and that they will 
do nothing to “make us dependent on overseas support for the work of 
church-building and evangelism.” Noting that "friendly individuals and 
organizations overseas have given financial gifts to Chinese churches in 
recent years,” they say “these gifts do not involve any control of the work, 
or make us dependent on further foreign aid. They are accepted as expressions 
of Christian love and the universality of the Christian faith. As to larger 
contributions to church work, they should follow consultation with the China 
Christian Council or a provincial Christian council." 


Late last year, Chinese Muslim and Taoist organizations said they are 
encouraging overseas contributions for non-religious development projects. 
Since 1980, official Chinese policy has been to welcome foreign capital 
support for China's modernization efforts. 


EPS 


WORLD FIGURES Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON PEACE Service 85.02.02 


ATHENS (EPS) - About 40 world figures, including World Council of Churches 
General Secretary Emilio Castro, attended (31 January) a meeting here to 
follow up a global peace initiative launched earlier in the month in New Delhi 
by government heads from India, Sweden, Argentina, Mexico, Tanzania, and 
Greece. 


The government leaders called for a freeze on nuclear weapons development, a 


halt to the militarization of space, and an end to all forms. of 
nuclear-weapons testing. 


Olafur Grimsson, president of Parliamentarians for World Order, said those 
invited to the meeting here are “leading international personalities who share 
a commitment to halting and reversing the nuclear arms race". Purpose of the 
meeting was to further “cooperation between national leaders and governments 
working for peace, and ... individuals, professional groups, political 
figures, legislators, and grassroots movements ... working for the same goals”. 


Besides Castro, personalities attending included Bruce Kent, the Roman 
Catholic priest who is general secretary of the London-based Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament; US civil rights leader Coretta Scott King; regional South 
African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu; US scientist Carl Sagan; Swedish 
economist Alva Myrdal; and Willy Brandt, Bruno Kreisky, and Pierre Trudeau, 
respectively former government leaders in Federal Germany, Austria, and Canada. 


EPS 


CHURCH-STATE TENSIONS Ecumenical Press 
INCREASING IN ECUADOR Service 85.02.03 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


QUITO (EPS/Mercedes Roman) - When Pope John Paul II arrived in Ecuador at the 
end of last month, he found a country in which conflict between church and 
state has become increasingly tense in recent weeks. The most’ recent 
incident involves a governor's threat to exile two Italian missionary priests 
working with poor peasants. 


For the past eight years, Giuliano Vallotto and Graziano Mason have been 
working on the island of Muisne in the province of Esmeraldas in northern 
Ecuador. This rural area, which has a predominantly black population, is one 


of the country's poorest. The provincial governor accused the priests of 
subversion, and warned that if church authorities did not remove them, the 
government would have them expelled from the country. The two were also 


accused of involvement in training guerrillas, responsibility for numerous 
common crimes, instigating land takeovers, and leading a march on the Muisne 
municipal building in which several windows were broken. The Roman Catholic 
bishop of Esmeraldas publicly defended them, and called the governor's 
accusations "a calumny that deserved the most emphatic rejection by all who 
love truth and defend justice.” 


After investigating the charges against the missionaries, Ecuador's Roman 
Catholic bishops issued a statement. They concluded the priests' work is in 
keeping with the principles of the Second Vatican Council, and is the kind of 
pastoral commitment endorsed by Latin American bishops at their last two 
regional meetings. 


EPS 


CHURCH REPS OPPOSING RETURN Ecumenical Press 
TO DEATH PENALTY IN CANADA Service 85.02.04 


[This item is abridged and adapted from the United Church Observer magazine. } 


TORONTO (EPS/Patricia Clarke) - It is 23 years since the last convicted 
murderers were hanged in Canada, nine since Parliament abolished capital 
punishment. Today there is a campaign to bring it back, fuelled by outrage 
over the killing of seven police officers last year and fear that violence in 
this country is so out of control that only the death penalty can contain it. 


Prime Minister Brian Mulroney is committed to a free vote in the House of 
Commons on the issue. A recent Ottawa Citizen newspaper poll of MPs 
indicated that were the vote taken today, hanging would be back tomorrow. 


Canada's major denominations all oppose the death penalty and are trying to 
change MPs' minds. However, from 50 to 70 percent of Canadians, according to 
public opinion polls, want the death penalty for at least some murderers. 
Frank Lewis, secretary of a Canadian Council of Churches' task force, believes 
church members would vote about the same as their neighbours. 


The United Church of Canada agreed in 1956 that capital punishment “is 
contrary to the spirit and teaching of Christ". It has reaffirmed that stand 
over the years. Late last year, a letter to congregations from Moderator 
Robert Smith repeated it. The Anglican Church of Canada, reaffirming a 1958 
policy, recently sent a pastoral letter opposing the death penalty and seeking 
alternatives “that recognize the infinite worth of the individual before 
God." The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has opposed capital 
punishment for two decades. 


EPS 
Schillebeeckx retracts EPS: 85..02:.05 
ROME (EPS) - The Vatican made public (10 January) an exchange of 


correspondence which indicates that Dutch theologian Edward Schillebeeckx has 
retracted a theological defence of others than priests or bishops presiding at 
the eucharist in “extraordinary circumstances.” 


Baptists seek books EPS 85.02.06 
LOS ANGELES (EPS) - Delegates to the 15th Baptist World Congress, here in 


July, are being encouraged to bring good quality theological books to share 
with people from countires where Christian literature is not readily available. 


Dozens of US religious leaders arrested in apartheid protests EPS 85.02.07 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - Dozens of US religious leaders, including several Methodist 


bishops and General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the National Council of 
Churches, were arrested [21,24,28,29 January] during demonstrations outside 
the South African embassy against that country's system of race separation 
with white supremacy (apartheid). Charges against those arrested in earlier 
such demonstrations have been dismissed. 


Berlin church torn down in exchange for building site EPS 85.02.08 
BERLIN (EPS) - The church building which has stood unused since 1961 between 


two sections of the wall dividing the east and west parts of this city has 
been torn down. Title to the Church of the Atonement was turned over to the 
East Berlin government in exchange for a piece of land in a section of East 


Berlin where thousands of new apartments are being built. A new congregation 
has been organized there. 
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HAITI CHURCH PROTESTS Ecumenical Press 
GOVERNMENT REPRESSION Service 85.02.09 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. The 
author is a Haitian journalist in exile in Venezuela. ] 


CARACAS (EPS/Arnold Antonin) - Several Roman Catholic priests and at least one 
bishop have been targets of the latest wave of repression unleashed by Haitian 
President-for-Life Jean-Claude Duvalier. 


The clampdown shows no sign of abating. In late 1984, agricultural workers 
and students were arrested, and the harassment and torture of church workers 
occurred with increasing frequency. On 26 July, three masked Tonton Macoutes 
(members of Haiti's secret police) broke into Radio Soleil, a church radio 
station, and destroyed its transmission tower. The government said its 
broadcasts were “inciting the people to rebel”. 


Last 13 November, Haiti's Roman Catholic bishops released a curt declaration 


objecting to the government violence. "We judge it opportune to intervene 
before the authorities to assure that people's essential rights are 
respected", the bishops declared. "These rights are: citizens' individual 


freedom, their physical and moral integrity, and their right to live in peace 
and tranquillity in their homes.” 


The following day the Conference of Religious (CLAR) released a document 
offering “total support to the recent words and actions of the Haitian 
bishops' conference in its effort to secure and protect the rights and dignity 
of all victims of the recent wave of arrests.” Eighty Christian base 
communities in the capital city, Port-au-Prince, also issued a joint letter 
demanding a government explanation for the violence. 


Relations between church and state deteriorated further (25 November) when a 
military officer interrupted a mass to criticize the bishops. The priest had 
just finished reading the bishops’ statement from the pulpit when Military 
Prefect Auguste Robinson seized the microphone, and accused the bishops of 
meddling in affairs outside their jurisdiction. 


Two days after the incident, the government published a communiqué saying it 
had uncovered a plot to assassinate Duvalier, his wife, and his father-in-law, 
business magnate Ernst Bennet. The plot was alleged to have been conceived 
in the United States by a group of Haitian exiles. Most observers dismissed 
the government's allegations as a smoke screen created in order to justify the 
arrests and disappearances. 


On becoming president-for-life 13 years ago, Duvalier promised Haitians 
political liberation and a democratic opening. He has recently said he is 
gradually creating popular consensus and support. And in an effort to 
improve his international image, he urged the Haitian congress to move swiftly 
to establish the norms by which political exiles might return to the country. 


Nevertheless, Duvalier continues to maintain himself in power through state 
terrorism, and his government continues to receive economic aid from the US 
and international lending organizations. Intellectuals, church people, and 
some other citizens have made many attempts to create a political space in 
which the voice of the opposition can be heard, and citizens" most fundamental 
rights defended. All these efforts have been crushed before they could get 
off the ground. 
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Ethiopian church official killed by colleague EPS. 85.02.10 
ADDIS ABABA (EPS) - Bulti Aleku, acting general secretary of the Ethiopian 
Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus was shot dead [22 January] in the 
EECMY offices here, apparently following an argument with a colleague accused 
of embezzling a reported 70,000 Ethiopian birr in church funds. His colleague 
subsequently shot himself, and was reported in serious condition in hospital 
here. 


Zambian church leader unhappy with multiplication EPS».8).02,da 
LUSAKA (EPS) - Secretary General Philip Chinsakama of the Christian Council of 


Zambia says he plans to complain to the government registrar of societies 
about the “vexing matter" of "so-called religious movements [that] register 
... without any consultation with the main church organs.” Registrar Ephraim 
Mpelo said his office registers any organisation which fulfils constitutional 
requirements. Earlier, Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda referred to _ the 
“discordant diversity among the servants of the Lord”, and questioned the need 
for so many new religious groups to establish themselves in the country. 


Bishop announces commission on economic difficulties EPS, 85602,.42 
PITTSBURGH (EPS) - Regional Lutheran Bishop Kenneth May told a special meeting 
of clergy in his synod (18 January) that he had set up a special nine-person 
commission to study the needs of the region's estimated 100,000 unemployed. 
He also announced that a strike at a synod-related hospital had been settled. 
A controversy centring on one of May's pastors, Douglas Roth, attracted 
world-wide attention (EPS 84.12.83). Roth and others have accused the synod 
and other regional church representatives of acquiescing in “corporate evil,” 
and not confronting basic causes of the areas economic problems. Last year, 
the synod dissolved Roth's congregation, following complaints by many of its 
members about his pastoral leadership. He was jailed for disobeying a civil 
court order to leave the church. Roth supporters were arrested (4 January) 
for occupying the building, which is now guarded by police. 


CSI takes over diocesan administration EPS, 85.02.13 
MADRAS (EPS) - The National Christian Council Review reported last month that 
administration of the Kanyakumari diocese of the [United] Church of South 
India has been taken over by the CSI synod because of an administrative 
breakdown in the diocese, with infighting involving two major factions and 
other splinter groups. The synod has appointed a peace commission. 


US Lutherans consider "rural crisis" EPS 85.02.14 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - A three-day consulation sponsored by the American Lutheran 
Church says “a sickness in the economy of our nation” has “reached crisis 
proportions ... in our rural communities." Most of the 50 participants were 
farmers. Multinational grain companies were both attacked and defended during 
the meeting. The church was urged to be “present to all who are hurting, 
listening in non-judgmental ways, seeking understanding and empathy, and 
organizing support groups.” 


Slimmer British Free Church Federal Council proposed EPS 85.02.15 
LONDON (EPS) - Leaders of the British Free Church Federal Council are 
proposing that it be reduced in size by one half and that its annual congress 
become instead an every-three-year residential conference on a particular 
theme. Some council leaders are also concerned that the media give most 
attention to Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism, even though, says FCFC 
Secretary Richard Hamper, a Baptist minister, on any given Sunday, almost as 
many worship in free churches as in congregations of the other’ two 
traditions. The FCFC congress next month. If approved, the changes could 
take effect in two years. 
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Bulgarian Orthodox honour Potter EPS 85.02.16 
SOFIA (EPS) - The bishops of the Bulgarian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have 
given former World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter the 
Order of Saints Cyril and Methodius, First Class, to honour his contributions 
in the areas of ecumenism and peace. 


Presbyterians urge effective pluralism EPS 85.02.17 
BELFAST (EPS) - A committee of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland is calling 


for an "effectively pluralistic society" in both Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic. The former, part of the United Kingdom, has a Protestant 
majority. The latter, independent, has a Roman Catholic majority, as does the 
island as a_ewhole. The UK province has experienced many years of 
intercommunal violence. The Presbyterian statement said “the aim must be 
societies, north and south, in which all will loyally participate." 


Namibian Lutherans warn on kindergarten closures EPS 85.02.18 
WINDHOEK (EPS) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia reports it needs 
100,000 South African rand to keep 24 kindergartens open in 1985. Church 
leaders say that without the money, the schools will have to be closed or 
turned over to the government, which would mean a “segregated and unequal 
system of education.” 


BCC & CCW speak on British mining strike EPS 85.02.19 
LONDON (EPS) - In a letter on the British miners' strike signed by United 
Reformed General Secretary Bernard Thorogood, the executive committee of the 
British Council of Churches says “no society should tolerate industrial and 
social dislocation on such a scale, or allow either side to demand total 
victory ... . Ina separate statement (17 January), the Council of Churches 
for Wales suggested there be no pit closures (except on grounds of exhaustion 
and safety) until an independent review body examines the "future of the coal 
industry within the wider context of an energy policy for the United 
Kingdom.” The suggestion is part of the council's proposed “basis for 
negotiation" in the strike, which, if continued, will be a year old next month. 


Austrian church workers protest Danube construction EPS 85:02.20 
VIENNA (EPS) - Thirty-five Austrian Lutheran and Reformed pastors and other 
church workers called for an immediate stop, on ecological grounds, to 
construction of a hydro-electric plant in the Danube river delta. They also 
condemned police action against protesters at the plant site. 


World Methodist evangelism effort set; criticized EPSY55t0prel 
CALVER (England) (EPS) - The World Methodist Council's four-month Simultaneous 


Evangelical Missions effort begins this month (20 February, Ash Wednesday). 
Methodist congregations around the world are being asked to share Christ in 
their communities. However, the evangelism director of the British 
Methodist's Cliff College, here, says the effort shows “how not to do mission 
and evangelism.” Howard Mellor said “countries and conditions are ... vastly 
different,” and stressed the need for systematic preparation for evangelism. 


East African Presbyterian moderator warns on splinter groups EPS 85.02.22 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Retiring Moderator John Gatu of the Presbyterian Church in 


East Africa, has thanked the Kenyan government for acting to stop registration 
of splinter church groups (EPS 84.11.15; 10.44). Inaugurating a new PCEA 
presbytery, Gatu said such groups have become a lucrative business. Gatu also 
warned against what he described as confusing doctrines being propagated in 
Kenya, mentioned requirements by some that Christians shave their heads, let 
their fingernails grow long, not work on Saturdays, or be baptized only by 
immersion. From April, Gatu's successor is George Wanjau. 
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US city seeking four more church headquarters EPS 85.02.23 
INDIANAPOLIS (EPS) - This, the 13th-largest city in the US, is putting 
together a 50 million US dollar proposal in an effort to attract four other 
denominations to join the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in making 
their national headquarters here. Being wooed with offers of construction 
assistance and other benefits are the [Anglican] Episcopal Church and the 
United Church of Christ (both now headquartered in New York), the reunited 
Presbyterian Church (USA) (now with major offices in New York and Atlanta), 
and a projected new Lutheran body, which would unite denominations which 
currently have major offices in New York, Minneapolis, and Philadelphia. 
Indianapolis is about 250 kilometres southeast of Chicago. 


Nuns facing expulsion meet on 'right to dissent' campaign EPS 85.02.24 
CHICAGO (EPS) - Twenty of the 24 Roman Catholic nuns who signed a newspaper ad 


referring to a plurality of positions on abortion within Roman Catholicism, 
attended a two-day closed meeting here organized by Catholics for a Free 
Choice. Afterwards, CUF leader Frances Kissling said CUF would “mount a major 
national petition campaign in support of the right to dissent within the 
church.” Superiors of the nuns have been asked by the Vatican to tell them to 
retract their statements or leave their orders. 


Scientists meet at Vatican on space weapons EPS 85.02.25 
ROME (EPS) - The Vatican's Pontifical Academy of Sciences convened 29 
scientists from 11 countries, including the US and USSR, to discuss (21-24 
January) issues related to weapons in space. During the meeting, it released 
a document urging the two superpowers to reach an agreement on space weapons. 


Danish Reformed celebrate 300 years EPS 85.02.26 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - Danish Reformed marked the 300th anniversary of royal 


permission to open a church here. Queen Margrethe attended the thanksgiving 
service, as did Reformed representatives from several countries. A stamp was 
issued (24 January) for the occasion. Most Danes are counted as Lutherans. 


Papal broadcast in Peru interrupted EPS 85.02.27 
LIMA (EPS) - An unidentified male voice replaced the pope's for several 


minutes during television transmission here of a papal sermon (27 January) 
from Caracas. The voice praised Protestantism and criticized the Roman 
Catholic Church. Peruvian Information Minister Arturo Arrate said the source 
of the interruption was being investigated. On a 12-day visit to several 
Latin American countries, the pope urged priests to be actively concerned 
about the poor, but not to do so by becoming political figures or supporting 
“doctrines or ideologies contrary to Catholic dogma.” The comments were taken 
as criticism of at least some aspects of "liberation theology”, which has many 
prominent church supporters on the continent. 


Dutch Reformed synods adopt express merger intentions EPS.85.02.28 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - The synods of the Netherlands Reformed Church and the 
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands (NHK and GKN) have adopted a common 
statement starting “a process of reunion and renewal" to form “one church". 
The two denominations separated in the 19th century. Earlier announcements 
indicated possible union as early as 1986, but the first 1985 issue of the NHK 
Bulletin says “definite fusion” may not be reached before 2020. 


Dutch church council urges support for anti-torture treaty EPS 85.02.29 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - In letters to the Dutch government and councils of churches 


for Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, the Pacific, Latin America, and the 
Caribbean, the Council of Churches in the Netherlands urges support for a 
proposed UN treaty against torture. 
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Ecumenical Irish education effort launched EPS 852.02 330 
DUBLIN/BELFAST (EPS) - The Irish Council of Churches (which groups most of the 
minority denominations on this mostly Roman Catholic island), and the Irish 
[Roman Catholic] Commission for Justice and Peace launched (12 January) an 
ecumenical education series, “Looking at Churches and Worship in Ireland”. 
Purpose is to "encourage greater inter-church and inter-community 
understanding." Among other things, teachers and pupils are encouraged to 
make study-visits to local churches. It is designed for pupils 11 and 12 
years old, and was three years in development and field testing. 


Japanese Baptists apologize to Koreans EPS) 857 02'331 
SEOUL (EPS) - The Japanese Baptist Convention has sent a formal apology to the 


Korean Baptist Convention for the “unbearable sufferings” inflicted on Koreans 
during Japan's 36-year rule of Korea from 1910 till the end of World War 2. 
Japanese Baptist Executive Secretary Sumio Kaneko said the Koreans accepted 
the apology “graciously”, interpreting it as the “beginning of genuine 
fellowship and co-operation between the two.” 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/André Jacques: "Christians and Human Rights in Chile” EBPS§85.02.32 


[Jacques is migration secretary for the World Council of Churches in Geneva. 
He visited Chile last 7-14 December. What follows is the conclusion of his 
report, available in full to journalists on request. It was translated from 
the original French by the WCC language service. ] 


--. The Christian church in Chile is the one institution which the state 
cannot in practice ban, and it thus bears a quite particular historical 
responsibility. 


Some parts of the church made a quick and timely stand against the military 
regime, while other parts had become over the years’ progressively more 
committed to the cause of human rights, but either way the church is today a 
place where a lively and legitimate resistance is being organized. It is not 
the only place where this is happening, but is by far the most important. 


The church, of course, makes no claim to take over the conduct of political 
affairs, which is the role of the political parties and trade unions, nor is 
it called to do so. Political parties and unions are reorganizing themselves 
in the light of the changed situation. All evidence confirms that acts of 
solidarity with victims or between the victims themselves are becoming a daily 
reality in the life of the Gospel. 


The Christian Fellowship of Churches has issued a public appeal. It ended 
with a declaration of solidarity with the appeal for national consensus made 
by the [Roman Catholic] Archbishop of Santiago, Mgr Juan Francisco Fresno. 
It became clear to me on my visit that a very propitious movement is bringing 
the evangelical churches, in their relationships between themselves and with 
the Roman Catholic Church, into a dynamic process which is firmly ecumenical. 


In this connection, it is no exaggeration to say that the joint presence of 
Marta Palma, a WCC Central Committee member, on the one hand, and of Mgr 
Santiago Tapia, who has recently been appointed head of the [Roman Catholic] 
Vicaria de la Solidaridad [Vicariate of Solidarity], on the other, is a very 
significant favourable and positive factor in the advance of ecumenism. Our 
ecumenical work from abroad must support and reflect this tendency, which 
gives a high place to common witness in that divided country ... . 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Susanne Kahl-Passoth: "How Do I Handle Power” EPS G5". Uz.o3 


[The author is a pastor. The article appears in the September 1984 issue of 
"Women in a Changing World", a publication of the women's sub-unit of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. A copy of the issue, which contains 


several “reflections on the concept of power", is available to journalists on 
request to the sub-unit, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva. ] 


When I think of my own experience in the church as a woman and an ordained 
minister, or when I ask other women about their experience of power and 
powerlessness, the first thing that occurs to all of us is our powerlessness - 
that all too familiar feeling of frustration and helplessness which causes 
anger in some, conformity in others, which makes some of us leave the church 
and others turn to militancy and yet others to lapse into ... resignation. 


Sometimes the things that make life difficult are really quite trivial: we 
all still have male colleagues or church elders who persist in addressing us 
as brothers, even when at least one sister is present, and who refuse to 
understand that prayers which speak only of God as Lord and Father make me 
feel that I don't exist. Or else, as happens every so often, a family will 
refuse to have me conduct the funeral of a relative, or a couple don't want me 
to marry them, or a sick person prefers to celebrate communion with a male 
colleague - and all because I am a woman. More difficult to accept are the 
attacks of the so-called evangelical groups who are demanding that our church 
should reverse its decision to ordain women. ... 


I have been most acutely conscious of powerlessness on occasions when I have 
undertaken supposedly “male” jobs, such as running a large parish, or when I 
applied for the post of deputy superintendent and was determined to try to 
tackle the duties involved in a “different” way and change them. I have met 
with great distrust - from men, but also from women. ... 


Many people cannot imagine this as anything but a man's job. Some of them 
keep a constant check on what I do, under a veil of sympathetic concern. 
Sometimes when I am acting for the superintendent someone will say, "I think 
I'll wait until the superintendent is there himself”. 


Then again, my own expectations of myself contribute in no small way to a 
sense of failure when I don't manage, for example, to find more time for 
members of our staff than for the mountains of paperwork, or when I let myself 
be upset by implied criticism or my own critical evaluation. 


How, then, do I handle the power I have, for instance, when there are 
complaints about colleagues - male or female - or problems in working 
relations? What do I do when some of them persist in addressing me in a 
slightly ironic tone as "Frau Superintendent"? 


Sometimes I am furious with myself at my own lack of self-assurance in such 
cases. But this and similar experiences have brought home to me how inhuman 
these individual ministries in the church really are. When I assume power, 
leadership, responsibility, I want to be able to do so along with others 
because, in my experience, we can only do the right things and take the right 
decisions for people and their hopes and problems if we discuss’ things 
together and support one another so that no one - man or woman - is left to 
cope on their own. And if we are to do anything about the daily increasing 
bureaucracy in our church, then we can only do it together. ... That is why 
.-. it is so important that sisters stay in the church, that they do not leave 
it in anger and disappointment but ... live their sisterhood [together in it]. 
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ECUVIEW: 


"Marijuana Raids on Chihuahua" 


EPS 85.02.34 


[This item appeared in the 17 January issue of Lima-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


ED. NOTE: Last November Mexican drug agents, with the assis- 
tance of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, confiscated and de- 
stroyed 9,000 tons of marijuana on five plantations located in 
the northern state of Chihuahua in Mexico. 

As reported by Time magazine, some 7,000 campesinos 
had been forced to do slave labor on the plantations to harvest 
the marijuana—estimated to be worth $4 billion. The campesi- 


nos had originally been promised daily wages of 3,000 pesos 

($14.70), but once on the plantations they were forced at gunpoint to work shifts 

lasting up to 18 hours. Harvesters cut the marijuana and removed the seeds while 

children and the elderly were forced to package the crop and load it onto trucks. 
The peasants were told they would be executed if they tried to escape. 

The following is LP’s translation of a document prepared by the Christian 

Base Communities of Chihuahua in which they reflect upon the drug raid and its 


implications. 


General information 

6 Marijuana plantations were recent- 
ly discovered in 11 districts in the state 
of Chihuahua. 

© The factories that processed ma- 
rijuana were fully equipped and covered 
a 12 square-kilometer area. 

® At least 12,000 campesinos were 
compelled to work on the plantations 
after being promised they would be paid 
well. They were transported to the 
plantations in trailer trucks and pas- 
senger cars. Upon arrival, they were mis- 
treated and poorly fed. They were con- 
stantly watched over by armed guards, 
and forced to work 16 to 19 hours a day 
without pay. Those who tried to leave or 
to protest suffered harsh reprisals. 

@ When the police finally raided the 
plantations, none of the ringleaders 
could be found. 

The only persons arrested were: 
7,500 campesinos, 20 guards and nine 
mid-level bosses. 

The last two groups are being 
protected and defended by ‘“presti- 
gious’’ lawyers. When they appeared 
in public, they covered their faces in 
order not to be identified. 
® After the raid, several thousand 
terrified peasants fled into the surround- 
ing desert without food or water. They 
wandered about in the harsh winter 
rains. Fourteen of them have been 
found dead. 

The residents of the area, fearing 
reprisals, have refused to give out in- 
formation about the operations at the 
plantations. They will only say that 
they have frequently heard gunshots 
and that they believe there must be 
clandestine cemeteries in the area. 

The information given by those 
who escaped indicates that those who 
have fallen ill have disappeared; no one 
has heard of them again. 


As people of Chihuahua, we ask: 

® Why were the hundreds of armed 
guards who watched over the workers 
able to escape in spite of the fact that 
the police carried out a surprise raid? 
a Where were the local authorities 
and the police for the past several 
months? Didn't they notice the greatly 
increased number of vehicles filled 
with peasants and harvested marijuana? 
e -. Why wasn’t even one helicopter 
from the Office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the Republic able to discover 
the huge plantations and the enormous 
marijuana processing plants? 

8 Why weren’t the marijuana ranches 
affected by the agrarian reform? 


Faith Reflection 

All of this is generated by the 
type of society in which we live. Cor- 
ruption is above all the fruit of a sys- 
tem in which the only thing that mat- 
ters is the accumulation of money at 
the expense of any other activity. 

In this system, it is legitimate to 
accumulate dollars at the expense of 
the country’s international image. It 
is also legitimate to accumulate them 
at the expense of our people, especial- 
ly our poorest peasants. 

This drive to accumulate capital 
is so engrained in the system that it is 
hard to discover who is responsible: Is 
it the military? Public officials? Inter- 
national drug dealers? 

What is clear, however, is that there 
is a silent complicity that goes against 
the plan of God. 

We believe that no political party 
is currently prepared to respond to the 
serious national problems (of which 
marijuana is one) that affect us, least 
of all those who cynically attempt to 
appropriate the Christian message. Ap- 
plying the message of the Vatican 
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Council to our situation, it is impos- 
sible to speak of Christianity in the 
state of Chihuahua while some are en- 
gaged in activities that are at odds with 
human dignity. It is impossible to speak 
of a more human world when the poorest 
campesinos do not own their land and 
must devote themselves to illegal work 
in order to feed themselves. . . . 

It goes against God’s command 
to build a more just society that such an 
uproar be made over a drug trade net- 
work when, after all is said and done, 
a just outcome is impossible because 
of the silence of the authorities and 
the complicity of the press. 

As Mexican Christians, we ask our- 
selves how much longer we can endure 
seeing our most able sons and daught- 
ers entrapped in darkness when we know 
they are called to be children of the light... 


We ask ourselves what can we do: 

e To end our country’s political cor- 
ruption, which is a thousand times 
worse than the existence of clandestine 
marijuana plantations? _ 

e To effectively protect.and support 
the many campesinos who are so un- 
justly cheated and impoverished? 

We must remember that those 
who exploit oir most needy sons and 
daughters will do nothing to change 
the status quo. Moreover, we must not 
concentrate our efforts on attacking 
one of the branches of corruption such 
as the drug trade: Rather, we must go 
to the root of the evil itself. 

Our bishops at Puebla have told us: 
“Turned into an absolute, wealth 
is an obstacle to authentic freedom. 
The cruel contrast between luxurious 
wealth and extreme poverty, which is so 
visible throughout our continent and 
which is further aggravated by the cor- 
ruption that often invades public 
and professional life, shows the great 
extent to which our nations are domi- 
nated by the idol of wealth.” (No. 494) 


We demand: 

® That the marijuana case in Chr 
huahua not be closed until a thorough 

investigation can be carried out. 
& That drug dealers no longer be 
openly safeguarded by the authorities. 
® That both the state and the private 
sector stimulate jobs in rural areas to al- 

leviate the misery of the peasants. 
—Christian Communities of Chihuahua. 
November 1984 


ECUVIEW/Beyers Naudé: “The Church in South Africa Today” EP§759.02.35 


[This month, Beyers Naudé began a two-year period as interim general secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches, succeeding Desmond Tutu, now the 
Anglican bishop of Johannesburg. This item is excerpted from an interview 
with Naudé by John Mantagu of Christian Aid, part of the British Council of 
Churches. For several years, until the latter part of 1984, Naudé was banned 
by the South African government, which meant major restrictions on his freedom 
to associate, travel, and communicate. ] 


..-- The first role of the churches [in South Africa today] is to state clearly 
to all their members that the whole policy of apartheid or _ separate 
development is immoral; it is un-Christian; it is totally unacceptable. 


Secondly, the churches must look much more carefully and critically to their 
own life, to their own witness, to their own structures, to their own 
attitudes, and must remove from the life of every denomination any vestige, 
any proof of racism and of apartheid, of which there are still many signs in 
their whole structure and in their relationships. 


Thirdly, it is important that the churches must give much more clear and 
concrete support to all ... victims of the whole policy. ... It is also of 
vital importance that the churches should undertake a massive programme of 
re-education of the thinking of their white membership, from congregation to 
congregation and parish to parish. Because without that, any resolutions 
adopted at synodical or conference level simply do not penetrate to the 
grassroots of the church. That is why the majority of whites in South Africa 
continue to support the government, continue to support the present policies, 
despite the fact that they all claim to be Christians. ... 


I don't think that South Africa is more special in that respect than any other 
country where you have a system of injustice, or oppression, and of the denial 
of human dignity. It seems to me that the churches first of all should put 
their own house in order. They should be very clear and consistent in their 
Christian witness for justice, for love, for understanding and for the 
building of meaningful relationships across the lines of colour and race and 
class. That implies that the church should be a community, therefore, of 
Christians who live and enact their conviction. 


Secondly, it is of vital importance that the church should pronounce very 
clearly its stand on any situation of injustice, whether towards blacks or 
Indians or coloureds or whites, and spell out clearly what justice in the 
biblical sense requires. 


Thirdly, I think it is important that the church should support morally, 
through its pronouncements, all efforts of secular institutions which are 
trying to attain and to strive after these goals. But I do not think that it 
is the churches' task to become involved in political organization as such. 


I believe that the church, if it is clear in its statement of its own 
convictions, if it spells out clearly the considerations which there are, the 


criteria which should apply, the attitudes which should prevail, and starts 
practising them in its own life, that to my mind is the most important 
contribution that it can make. Certainly the task of the church is also to 
indicate the guidelines along which our future political situation in South 
Africa should move. But I do not think it is the task of the church to 
become actively involved in political parties or political policies. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: “Impressions of a Visit to China” EPS 85.02.36 


[Last October, Koshy, director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, and 
Philip Potter, then WCC general secretary, visited China (EPS 84.11.12 ). 
This item is excerpted from Koshy's report of the visit. Its full text is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


... There is propaganda in some circles especially abroad that the real church 
in China is an “underground” church which meets in houses and is not 
represented by the China Christian Council. While it may be true that there 
are groups unrelated to the China Christian Council, this kind of description 
is most unfair. The vast majority of Protestant Christians are represented 
by the China Christian Council. The council is even accused by some of not 
defending the practice of worshipping in houses. In recent months there have 
been reports of difficulties created in some places by local officials 
regarding worship in houses. The fact ts that in” addition to “the 1,800 
Protestant churches open there are thousands of “meeting points” where 
Christians continue to hold worship. Because China is a vast country and 
communication is not so good and the educational level of party cadres not 
necessarily high, in certain localities cadres have their own ways of 
interpreting religious freedom and this creates problems. ... 


We met Mr Ren Wuji, acting director of the Bureau of Religious Affairs of the 
State Council. ... We raised with him the difficulties in some places as a 
result of interpretation by local officials on “normal religious activities” 
which some of them believe should be only in public places of worship. He 
assured us that it is not correct according to the official policy. ... We had 
further discussions on the matter with Mr Huang Hua, Deputy Chairman of the 
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress. ... He made a rather 
long discourse on Christian missionary collaboration with colonialists in 
China and the negative role they played. He affirmed the policy of religious 
freedom of the government and said that the Cultural Revolution was a denial 
of the freedom given by the constitution. ... 


Dr Potter expressed appreciation for the policy of religious freedom and in 
general the way in which it is implemented, [but noted difficulties some house 
churches experience]. ... Mr Huang Hua affirmed that the government would 
protect normal activities of religious groups and places where they can carry 
them out, [including some house churches]: ... "The government is trying to 
increase the number of public places of worship by reopening and re-building 
of churches.” It appears however that a 1982 Communist Party ... document on 
religious freedom which interprets the new policy and makes some positive 
references to the role of religious circles has not been widely disseminated. 
... The propagation of atheism does not appear to be a high priority. ... 


In the two Beijing [Protestant] churches there are nine full-time pastors ... 
[and] some retired pastors assisting them. Holy communion is administered 
according to five different traditions (Presbyterian, Methodist, Anglican, 
Little Flock, and Seventh-day Adventist) and all are open to everyone. All 
church services are very well attended. At the reception ... in Beijing 
there were more than 50 representatives of the church, and we met quite an 
impressive mix of people in various professions in addition to church workers 


and lay leaders. We had meetings also with a women's group and a youth 
group. The youth group particularly impressed us with the openness in their 
discussions as well as the variety of backgrounds from which they came. The 


style of functioning of these groups perhaps was good evidence of the 
religious liberty the churches have today in China. ... 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


A 30 January situation report on the drought and displaced persons in 
Ethiopia. 


Seek, the southern African Anglican monthly, has a new editor from 1 March. 
Michael Phalatse succeeds Ivor Shapiro, who expects to move to Newfoundland 
(Canada) later in the year. 


The West German church news agency Evangelische Pressedienst (EPD) marks its 
75th anniversary this month. 


In the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, Norman Hjelm arrived last month to take up 
his post as communication director of the Lutheran World Federation. Most 
recently he was director and senior editor of Fortress Press, in 
Philadelphia. Fortress is related to the Lutheran Church in America. 


Another colleague from the building, Metropolitan Emilianos, the recently 
retired representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the WCC, was honoured 
with the High Decoration of St Clement (First Degree) from the bishops of the 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church. In connection with the award, Emilianos delivered 
two lectures at St Clement Academy of Theology on the contemporary relevance 
of the three Cappadocean Fathers (Basil of Caesarea, Gregory Nazianzus, and 
John Chrysostom, commemorated on 30 January). He noted their views on such 
issues as euthanasia, birth control, environment, migration, social justice, 
and dialogue with people of other faiths. 


Photo Oikoumene: The next edition is scheduled as part of the EPS issue to be 
mailed 22 February. It includes material from Africa. 


MECC Assembly: The assembly of the Middle East Council of Churches is in 
Cyprus 13-19 February. EPS coverage is projected for the issue to be mailed 
22 February. 


WCC Central Committee: This year's meeting is in Buenos Aires, 28 July-7 
August. Information for journalists who wish to attend will be included in 
EPS. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: SHANGHAI (EPS, 25 March 1960) - Roman 
Catholic Bishop Ignatius Kung Pin-mei was sentenced to life imprisonment on 
charges of treason. Twelve other Roman Catholic defendants received sentences 
of between five and 20 years. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: NEW YORK (EPS, 25 March 1960) - US 


church support for black protests against segregation in eating places and 
other facilities in parts of the US continued to grow. 


CASTRO INSTALLED Ecumenical Press 
AS WCC SECRETARY Service 85.02.37 


GENEVA (EPS) - During worship which opened the semi-annual meeting of the 
executive committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 4-8 February), 
Emilio Castro was formally installed as the WCC's fourth general secretary. 


During the 45-minute service, WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held asked Castro to 
affirm his “dependence on God's grace to fulfil this new trust and 
responsibility", and to “witness to your conviction that God has called the 
World Council of Churches to enable the churches in their search for unity, 
witness and service, and to further the cause of justice and peace in the 
world." 


During the installation, Held gave Castro a plaque from the WCC's founding 
assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. On behalf of the National Protestant Church 
of Geneva, Jean-Marc Droin, president of its executive committee, gave Castro, 
a Uruguyan Methodist minister, an attaché case with a Geneva preaching gown 
inside. From the WCC staff, Deputy General Secretary Marie Assaad gave Castro 
a Bible. 


Held noted that Castro asked for the brief installation rite, in the context 
of the WCC community at prayer, and that the new general secretary also chose 
the two Bible readings, from Isaiah 6 (the prophet's vision and sense of 
unworthiness, followed by his positive response to God's question, “Who will 
go for us?") and Acts 22 (an account of Paul's conversion). 


Castro officially took up his new post 1 January, succeeding the retiring 
Philip Potter. 


EPS 


STALSETT TO HEAD STAFF OF Ecumenical Press 
LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION Service 85.02.38 


GENEVA (EPS) - Norwegian theologian Gunnar Johan Stalsett, 50, is the new 
general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, based here. Chosen (1 
February) by the LWF executive committee, meeting here, he succeeds the 
retiring Carl Mau, 62, an American. Stalsett is the sixth chief executive of 
the LWF, founded in 1947, He assumeshis new post 1 September. 


When Mau was chosen in 1974, StAalsett was the other candidate. Having flown 
in from Oslo to talk to the committee, Stalsett expressed a hope that "we will 
find new and creative ways of keeping the LWF in the service of the ecumenical 
movement", and also to bring it “closer to the life of the congregations”. 


Since 1982, he has been general secretary of the Norwegian Bible Society, and 
he returned to Norway to preach in Trondheim cathedral in connection with 
Bible Sunday. He is a member of the central and executive committees of the 
World Council of Churches, and of the general and executive committees of the 
United Bible Societies. He will resign those posts when he takes up his LWF 
job, but plans to continue as a member of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee 
until his term ends in 1990. 


In 1977-79, Stalsett chaired Norway's Centre Party. He was general secretary 
of the Church of Norway Council of Foreign Relations in 1970-77. He has also 


been a teacher of systematic theology, and a regional dean and parish pastor 
in the Church of Norway Diocese of Hamar. 
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ECUMENICAL BRITISH Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH STUDY PLANNED Service 85.02.39 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - Plans for all the main denominations in Britain 
to explore together their different understandings of what the church is and 
what it is for were announced [4 February] following a meeting at Lambeth 
palace, here, of 40 church representatives. 


Envisaged is a three-phase process of discussion and dialogue. In the first, 
each denomination would work out its view of the nature and purpose of the 
church, taking into account international texts such as the 1982 World Council 
of Churches’ report on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM), and the final 
report of the first Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission. These 
views would then be analysed to see what the real issues are. In the third 
phase an attempt would be made to identify practical steps to deepen and 
articulate relationships among the denominations. 


This final phase would begin in 1987 with three separate conferences, in 
England, Scotland, and Wales. At each, about 200 representatives from the 
country concerned would come together with a group of 40 to 50 representatives 
from the whole of Britain who would attend all the conferences. The whole 
process would conclude in September 1987 with a conference attended by between 
500 and 1000 British church representatives. 


The outcome could well be a radical reshaping of the British Council of 
Churches or even its replacement by some new body. Currently, the Roman 
Catholics are observers, not members of the BCC, 


EPS 


ENGLISH BISHOPS OFFER Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSALS ON DIVORCE Service 85.02.40 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - Services of prayer and dedication after a civil 
wedding are emerging as the solution preferred by the bishops of the 
[Anglican] Church of England to the dilemma they find themselves in over the 
marriage of divorced persons. 


Under current CE regulations, marriage in church of divorced persons is 
forbidden, though civil law allows English Anglican priests to conduct a 
church marriage service for a divorced person, and a small but increasing 
number do so. 


In July 1981 the CE general synod agreed "there are circumstances in which a 
divorced person may be married in church during the lifetime of a former 
partner", but efforts to put this principle into practice have failed A 
procedure approved by the synod was withdrawn by the bishops in January 1984 
following strong opposition in the dioceses; another, simpler procedure has 
now also been withdrawn after being rejected by 31 of 43 diocesan synods. 


In a report to this month's synod meeting, the bishops commended revised 
services of prayer and dedication being prepared by the CE liturgical 


commission. They also recommended that the synod repeal the part of the 
marriage regulations which forbids in some but not all CE dioceses any public 
service for those who have contracted a civil marriage after divorce. The 


bishops also asked clergy who do marry divorced persons to seek the advice of 
their bishops in order to achieve “as much pastoral consistency and fairness 
as is possible in the present circumstances”. 
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US GOVERNMENT INDICTS LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
OF REFUGEE SANCTUARY MOVEMENT Service 85.02.41 


PHOENIX (EPS) - The growing and increasingly bitter church-state confrontation 
over US policy on Central America came to a head here last month when 16 
Sanctuary movement organizers were arraigned in federal court. Movement 
members say they are not surprised the indictments (which also named five 
dozen refugees as co-conspirators) were not announced until after US President 
Ronald Reagan was reelected late last year. However, the US Immigration and 
Naturalization Service insists the government is enforcing the law without 
regard to political considerations. 


It seems clear that the government is unlikely to back down. About the time 
the indictments were announced, it was reported that the Reagan administration 
would ask Congress to increase military aid to El Salvador to 328 million US 
dollars - aid movement members want to stop. 


It is also clear that the sanctuary movement is alive and growing, and that 
those involved have considered the repercussions of breaking the law, and 
decided their interpretation of the Bible demands it. The movement's aim is 
not only to shelter refugees, but also to challenge US immigration and foreign 
policy towards El Salvador and Guatemala. 


There had been only four previous indictments of movement workers before those 
last month. One of those previously arrested - Jack Elder, director of Casa 
Oscar Romero in San Benito (Texas) - was acquitted (24 January) after a 
two-day trial in Corpus Christi (Texas). However, a colleage at the Casa, run 
on behalf of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brownsville (Texas), Methodist 
Stancy Lynn Merkt, was convicted last May of transporting Central Americans 
said to be in the US illegally. He received a six-month suspended sentence. 
Both Elder and Merkt faced second court appearances (5 February, Brownsville), 
that time on other charges involving transporting undocumented Salvadorans. 


The US sacntuary movement officially began 24 March 1982 (the anniversary of 
the assassination of Oscar Romero, the Roman Catholic archbishop of San 
Salvador), when Southside Presbyterian Church in Tucson, opened its building 
to refugees from El Salvador and Guatemala. Southside's pastor, John Fife, 
is one of the 16 indicted, who also include three nuns and two priests. 


There are now 166 publicly-declared sanctuaries sheltering 400 refugees in 
several of the 50 US states, according to Renny Golden of the Chicago 
religious task force that co-ordinates the sanctuaries. Golden estimates 
that 70,000 people are involved in providing active support to the underground 
railroad, as it is called. (The terminology is deliberately drawn from the 
American anti-slavery movement of more than a century ago.) She says her 
statistics do not count those involved in providing clandestine refuges. 


Golden says 50,000 people have been murdered in El Salvador in the last three 
years, and 10,000 in Guatemala. Only two percent of those who apply for 
political asylum in the US receive it, she adds. Her task force says all 
Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees are political refugees and should thus be 
allowed to remain in the US until the violence ends in their homelands. 


The Phoenix indictments have drawn negative church reaction, including from 
the [US] National Council of Churches and a commission of the World Council of 
Churches (EPS 85.02.75). 
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INTER-CHURCH AID Ecumenical Press 
COMMISSION MEETS Service 85.02.42 


VELDHOVEN (Netherlands) (EPS) - The situation of migrants and refugees, the 
drought in Africa, new concepts of global resource sharing, and the diaconal 
(service) framework of its work were on the agenda of the meeting here (14-21 
January) of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. It was the commission's first 
meeting since 1981. Its 29 members come from two dozen countries. 


Among topics discussed were problems of migrants within a country, for example 
those moving from northeastern to southern Brazil, or those moving from the 
mountains to Taipei, in Taiwan. 


On the question of resource sharing, Commission Moderator Pamela Gruber 
(Scotland, Congregational Union), said the issue was "mechanistic, but ... 
important, the question of the quality of sharing, giving, and receiving among 
the [303] member churches and the World Council.” A WCC consultation on 
"ecumenical sharing of resources" is projected for 1986. 


The commission okayed a personnel sharing advisory group, part of an effort to 
encourage an exchange of church personnel through the CICARWS personnel- 
sharing secretariat. CICARWS Acting Director Georges Tsetsis noted a donation 
of 10,000 US dollars from church sources in Tonga for Ethiopian famine relief, 
the equivalent per capita of billions of dollars from the US. Tsetsis cited 
this as one promising sign of "South-South" resource sharing. 


In connection with the African drought, it was announced that Tad Mitsui would 
be lent to the CICARWS staff for a year by the United Church of Canada to work 
on drought issues. In a resolution on the situation, the commission urged a 
"comprehensive approach to the immediate and longer-term needs presented by 
the African drought.” It also urged a "round table approach inside Africa ... 
which encompasses the support, resources, and instrumentality of the churches 
of Africa as well as potential external support services”, and co-operation 
with "existing and ongoing ecumenical, governmental, and intergovernmental 
agency responses which incorporate assistance on technical, economic, land and 
water use, nutrition, public health, community organization, and public policy 
initiatives.” 


Discussions of the work of the 40-year-old agency emphasized its diaconal 
(service) role. Referring to decisions of the WCC Sixth Assembly, in 1983, 
the commission said it was called to "challenge churches to initiate new 
models of diaconia"; it agreed to "plan the holding of a world conference on 
inter-church aid in order to set out the conceptual and programmatic framework 
for the commission's diaconal work.” 


The CICARWS Ecumenical Church Loan Fund was noted in particular as an 
instrument of diaconia and resource sharing, and the commission endorsed a 
five-year appeal, launched in 1981, to raise money for it. 


Besides Gruber, CICARWS officers are Samir Kafity ([Anglican] Episcopal Church 
in Jerusalem and the Middle East), Joyce Kaddu ([Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Uganda), Robert Marshall (Luthern Church in America), Marta Palma 
(Pentecostal Mission Church, Chile), and John Samuel ({[United] Church of 


Pakistan). They will search this year for a new commission director (EPS 
84.12.82). 
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INTERNATIONAL LAY LEADERSHIP Ecumenical Press 
COURSE CONVENES IN TANZANIA Service 85.02.43 


DODOMA (Tanzania) (EPS) - A month-long (31 January-l March) Course for 
Leadership in Lay Training (CLLT) brought together directors and future 
directors of evangelical academies; conference, retreat, and training centres; 
and ecumenical institutes from nine African countries, the Pacific, both 
Germanys, UK, North America, Finland, Argentina, Nicaragua, the Caribbean, 
Japan, Hong Kong, and the Philippines. 


Base for the course was the conference and training centre of the Christian 
Council of Tanzania. Before assembling here, participants visited six parts 
of the country. 


Then came three weeks of Bible studies, case studies on regional problems, and 
studies of issues related to such areas as church, education, economy and 
politics, and family life. Tosh Arai, secretary at the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches for lay and study centres, said a goal of the studies was 
to "link local concerns with global perspectives." At the same time, the 
course offered practical seminars on aspects of running a centre, organizing 
courses, and developing programmes. On Sundays, participants visited local 
congregations. 


Arai said a purpose of CLLT is to “create a solidarity of colleagues in lay 
training, and to build a network of collaboration among the centres of social 
concerns.” Staffed by the WCC, it was sponsored by the World Collaboration 
Committee for Christian Lay Centres, Academies, and Movements of Social 
Concern, founded in 1972. The next committee meeting was scheduled here (28 
February-4 March) after the course. 
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US AND EAST EUROPEAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
REPS MEET AT 'KARLOVY VARY 6' Service 85.02.44 


KARLOVY VARY (Czechoslovakia) (EPS) - The sixth in a series of meetings of 
representatives of denominations in the US and in Eastern Europe took place 
here at the end of last year. The series of "Karlovy Vary Consultations” 
began in 1962. The previous one was in Princeton (New Jersey/US) in 1981. 


Approximately 60 church leaders took part. With the theme “the commitment of 
the churches to peace and justice in East and West,” the meeting was planned 
and led by [US] United Church of Christ President Avery Post and Hungarian 
Reformed Bishop Karoly Téth. T6th and former US Presbyterian Stated Clerk 
William P. Thompson made major presentations. 


A statement from the group, printed last month in Hungarian Church Press, said 
participants left “with fresh commitment to the creation of a world without 
wars. We were reminded,” they added, “that the church is most powerful at 
prayer; we will pray for each other that we may be most fully the messengers 
and makers of peace in our communities of influence.” 


The group also made eight recommendations to help “the world ... come to a 
full realization of peace and justice for all", including development of 
“sister congregations, East and West", continued calls for a "world-wide 
nuclear freeze, as a first step towards nuclear disarmament", and a "visible 
celebration of Christians" at the place on the Elbe River where Soviet and US 
forces met in 1945 at the end of World War II in Europe. 


EPS 


NUMBER OF WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
SCHOLARSHIPS INCREASING Service 85.02.45 


GENEVA (EPS) - A report on scholarships awarded last year through the World 
Council of Churches shows an increase from 165 to 200. That continues an 
upward trend from 1980 when there were 11/7. (The largest number of WCC awards 
was in 1971. Then there were 223.) 


Of the 200, 150 went to new recipients, 139 to men, and 118 to married people 
(including 12 couples). There were 105 scholarships for theological studies. 
Residents of developing countries received 171 of the awards; /2 of them were 
for study in other developing countries. Two of the 29 residents of 
industrial countries who received awards are studying in developing countries. 


David Philpot, WCC scholarships secretary, said a very rough estimate of the 
value of the awards is 1.5 million US dollars. The figure is not precise, he 
explained because much of the value of many of the grants is not part of the 
WCC budget, but rather in budgets of those cooperating in the WCC programme. 


All together, scholarship winners come from 68 countries. They are studying 
in 33. Of the 200, 96 come from 25 African countries, two from the Middle 
East (both from Egypt), seven from six East furopean countries, 13 from six 
West European countries, nine from North America (all from the US), six from 
four countries in the Caribbean, 15 from seven countries in Latin America, 14 
from six countries in the Pacific, and 38 from 12 countries in Asia. 


As for their places of study, 29 are in six countries in Africa (17 of them in 
Zambia), five in the Middle East (all in Israel), two in East Europe (both in 
the [East] German Democratic Republic), 91 in nine West European countries 
(including 44 in the UK and 25 in the Federal Republic of [West] Germany), 32 
in North America (including 22 in the US), two in the Caribbean (both in 
Jamaica), 12 in six countries of Latin America (including five in Argentina 
and three in Costa Rica), eight in the Pacific (all in Fiji), one in 
Australia, and 18 in Asia (including eight in the Philippines, five in Japan, 
and three in India). 


Among Christian traditions represented among the 200, there are 32 Anglicans, 
12 Baptists, 50 Reformed (Presbyterian and Congregational), 10 Roman 
Catholics, 39 Methodists, 15 Lutherans, and 10 United. Other traditions 
represented include Brethren, Covenant, Evangelical, Quaker, Independent, 
Moravian, Orthodox, and Pentecostal. There are also two Hindus and one Muslin. 


WCC scholarships go to candidates recommended by churches and church-related 
organizations, which select according to their own needs and priorities. 
Preference is given to younger candidates, and to those who have not 
previously studied abroad. Three categories of applicant are given particular 
consideration - those directly engaged in church service, those engaged in 
community service, and those with previous theological education. 


Old Catholic-Evangelical eucharistic sharing proposed EPS 85.02.46 
HANNOVER (EPS) - Mutual invitations to receive the Lord's Supper are to be 
proposed this year to the authorities of the Old Catholic Church and the 
Evangelical Landeskirchen (United, Lutheran, and Reformed regional 
denominations) in Federal (West) Germany. That announcement came after a 
meeting of church representatives here co-chaired by FRG Old Catholic Bishop 
Josef Brinkhues and Hannover Lutheran Bishop Eduard Lohse, who also chairs the 
council of the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany. 


EPS 


Canadian denomination considers Native unit EPS 85.02.47 
TORONTO (EPS) - Native leaders within the United Church of Canada are 
beginning to discuss a proposal for a separate conference (grouping) for the 
55 UCC Indian congregations. The [February] United Church Observer magazine 
quotes Stanley McKay, coordinator of the UCC Native ministries council, as 
citing a need to “take some risks" to respond to a “dying church community”. 
McKay says a Native conference would be “the most quickly liberating in terms 
of empowering the Native church to be responsible for its future." 


Canadian denomination urging divorce reform action EPS 85.02.48 
TORONTO (EPS) - With divorce reform expected to be before Canada's parliament 
before long, the United Church of Canada is making several suggestions, 
including a presumption in favour of joint parenting, and consideration of 
“no-fault divorce” with a shorter waiting period. In 1982, the last year for 
which there are statistics, there was a divorce in Canada for every 2./7 
weddings. 


Kirk presbyteries reject proposal on creeds EPSV'8d2 0249 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - Twenty-seven of the 48 presbyteries (regional units) of the 
[Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland have rejected, and thus killed, a 
proposal to add the Apostles and Nicene Creeds and the 1560 Scots Confession 
to the 1647 Westminster Confession as “principal subordinate [to the Bible] 
standards" of doctrine for the denomination. 


Cuba establishes religious affairs office EPS 85.02.50 
HAVANA (EPS) - The Cuban government has established an office for religious 
affairs, to be headed by Jose Felipe Carneado. Relations between the 
government and the Roman Catholic Church, the Caribbean island nation's 
principal denomination, have improved in recent years. 


Reps of British established churches meet EPS165)021553 
CROYDON (EPS) - Representatives of Britain's two established churches - the 


[Anglican] Church of England and the [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of 
Scotland met here last month for "an informal consultation”. The meeting was 
the first in a projected occasional series to allow the two to reflect 
together on common problems. 


European Baptist youth reps meet EPS) «85.02.52 
KIEV (EPS) - European Baptist youth secretaries from 16 countries met here 


(16-23 January) for their annual session. In a statement at the end of the 
meeting, the group urged youth in all countries to press for an immediate 
freeze on nuclear weapons, a stop to development and deployment of nuclear and 
other mass-destruction weapons, a halt to militarization of outer space, and 
rejection of the principle of first-use of such weapons. In another part of 
its statement, the group affirmed the "God-given right for individuals to 
develop spiritually and intellectually without limitation." 


Swedish archbishop urges better media work EPS 85.02.53 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém has urged 


better media coverage about the church in Sweden, and improvements in 
broadcast media programing in general. In an article in a Stockholm daily, 
Werkstrom also said there must be no reduction in the amount of time available 
for religious broadcasting in Sweden. Because Christianity is part of the 
country's cultural heritage, and important in the lives of many Swedes, he 
said, its role and views must be reflected in the media. 


EPS 


SA bishops approve prayer day on Soweto anniversary EPS 85.02.54 
CAPETOWN (EPS) - Bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa have endorsed a dozen optional dates and themes for prayer during the 
year, including 16 June, anniversary of the outbreak in 1976 of unrest in the 
black township of Soweto, as a day of prayer for justice and peace, and for 
those who died then. In another action, the bishops called it a “distressing 
feature” of the election of Desmond Tutu as bishop of Johannesburg “that 
confidential information has been given to the press, which can only have come 
from a member of the elective assembly. ... This retailing of gossip and the 
use of the press in order to manipulate the mind of the church is evil and is 
a betrayal of the church and of Christ himself." In the course of Tutu's 
election, some media reports discussed the officially secret voting in terms 
of race. ’ 


New denominations, technology mark US ‘march for life' EPS 85.02.55 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service reports from here 
that the annual "March for Life" (22 January) to protest abortion in the US 
attracted more than 70,000 people, according to police estimates, and was the 
most denominationally diverse in its 12-year history. This included support 
identified as Presbyterian, Lutheran, Mennonite, Anglican, and United 
Methodist, in addition to traditional Roman Catholic support. Orthodox Jews 
also had prominent roles, and the marchers were addressed by US President 
Ronald Reagan. The same day as the march, the Religious Coalition for 
Abortion Rights urged religious leaders and others to "temper the rhetoric” in 
the abortion debate to help discourage further bombings of abortion clinics. 


Indian Methodists to consider union EPS 85.02.56 
JABALPUR (India) (EPS) - The general conference of the Methodist Church of 
India decided last month to join the Joint Council of the Church of North 
India, Church of South India, and the Mar Thoma Church, and to begin union 
negotiations with the CNI. The Joint Council denominations are themselves 
considering closer relationships. When the CNI was formed, the MCI (then part 
of the US-based United Methodist Church) declined to be part of it, though 
Methodists with their roots in British Methodism did join. The conference was 
also marked by an inconclusive 58 ballots in an attempt to elect a successor 
for retiring Bombay area bishop Eric Mitchell, by protests about the conduct 
of another bishop, and by an unsuccessful attempt to have a civil court delay 
the conference on grounds its delegates did not represent the whole 
denomination. The conference is to resume its meeting next October. 


Irish church leaders in ecumenical prayer call EPS 85.02.5/ 
DUBLIN (EPS) - Leaders of Ireland's four main denominations have issued a 
joint call for “special intercession for this island and its people, North and 
South, confessing our shortcomings and re-dedicating ourselves to more 
Christian treatment of our fellow men and women of whatever creed ofr 
politics.” The prayer day was set for 1/ March, on which Patrick, the 
island's fifth century patron saint, is commemorated. The four say they will 
pray together at Downpatrick, Patrick's traditional burial site. Signing the 
call were Anglican Archbishop John Armstrong, Presbyterian Moderator Howard 
Cromie, Roman Catholic Archbishop Tomas Cardinal 6 Fiatch, and Methodist 
President Paul Kingston. 


US, Latin American, Caribbean theologians meet EPS 85.02.58 
AUSTIN (Texas) (EPS) - Two dozen church representatives from the US, 
Caribbean, and Latin America met at the Anglican seminary here [19-23 January ] 
under the auspices of the [US] National Council of Churches to discuss 
"confessing Jesus Christ in critical contexts.” Consultation agenda included 
"liberation theology”, "liberation movements", and US policies in the region. 


EPS 


Ortega meets visiting Methodist bishops EPS9857'021 39 
MANAGUA (EPS) - President Daniel Ortega met three visiting United Methodist 
bishops here (1/7 January). He urged them to take an appeal for peace and 
negotiations back to other Christians in the US, and to the US government. 


Australian Anglicans urge poverty task force EPS 85.02.60 


MELBOURNE (EPS) - Australian Anglican Primate John Grindrod, the Anglican 
prelate of all Australia's capital cities, and the social responsibilities 
commission of the Anglican general synod have urged the Australian government 
to set up a task force to attack poverty. Grindrod spoke of signs of a 
“developing discontent which can strike at the roots of ordered society” in 
connection with the one in six (2.7 million) Australians classed as poor. 


Central American Anglicans consider autonomy EPS 85.02.61 
BOGOTA (EPS) - Latin American and Caribbean dioceses of the US-based 


[Anglican] Episcopal Church decided at their provincial meeting here to delay 
an earlier decision to become autonomous this year. Diocesan Press Service 
reported (24 January), however, that the six Central American dioceses would 
ask this year's Episcopal general convention for permission to form a new 
province on a trial basis for the next three years. The other dioceses in the 
province are in Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela. 


Religious groups said to be philanthropic leaders EPS 85.02.62 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - New York-based Religious News Service reported (25 January) 
from here that a study by the Council on Foundations suggests that “religious 
groups, traditionally viewed more as receivers than as givers of money", in 
fact form the “largest philanthropic system" in the US, exceeding corporations 
and foundations. In addition, the study suggests the groups' giving is 
"innovative" and increasingly targeted towards "social change”. The value of 
US religious philanthrophy was put at 15 to 16 billion (thousand million) US 
dollars annually. 


Mission association scores apartheid EPS 85.02.63 
HARARE (EPS) - Meeting at the University of Zimbabwe here (8-14 January), the 
sixth conference of the Netherlands-based International Association for 
Mission Studies issued a statement rejecting the South African system of race 
separation with white supremacy (apartheid), and said there is "no place in 
the IAMS for organizations or individuals as long as they support apartheid." 
Theme of the conference was "Christian mission and human transformation". 


North American denominational giving surveyed EPS 85.02.64 
NEW YORK (EPS) - A [US] National Council of Churches survey of giving among 


North American Christians shows 1983 per capita giving of 278.67 US dollars 
from “full or confirmed" members of 40 US denominations, and 347.77 Canadian 
dollars from such members of 30 Canadian denominations. This compares with a 
US figure of 261.95 the previous year. Expressed in constant dollars (so as 
to account for the effects of inflation), that is an increase of 2.79 US 
dollars. The NCC report of its survey did not include comparable comparative 
Canadian figures, 


British Quakers ordered to pay tax EPS 85.02.65 
LONDON (EPS) - A London court ordered the standing executive committee of the 


Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), based here, to pay 2745.30 UK pounds 
not sent in the previous six months to UK inland revenue. The money was not 
sent at the request of 33 Quaker employees, to protest government military 
expenditures, It represents 12 percent of income taxes they owe and which 
employers are required to forward to the government. The Quakers decided (2 
February) to appeal the decision. 


EPS 


AACC protests Sudan death sentence EPS 85.02.66 
NAIROBL (EPS) - The All Africa Conference of Churches last month deplored 
imposition of death sentences on five people opposed to introduction of 
Islamic law (Sharia) by the Sudanese government. The AACC urged reversal of 
the sentences "for ... the harmonious co-existence of [majority] Muslims and 
[minority] Christians” in Sudan. 


Ethiopian church raising funds for drought victims EPS 85.02.67 
NAIROBI (EPS) — Africa Church Information Service reported (21 January) from 
here that leaders and other members of the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox 
Church have resolved to raise 500,000 US dollars to help victims of drought in 
their country. 


Dutch deans protest new diocesan bishop EPS 85.02.68 
DEN BOSCH (Netherlands) (EPS) - Deans (priests with regional responsibilities) 
in the Dutch Roman Catholic diocese based here voted unanimously at a meeting 
(3 February) to protest the selection by the pope of Johannes ter Schure as 
the new diocesan bishop. One of the deans, Hein Tops, said the new bishop has 
a "vision of the church which runs from the top to the bottom.” Recent papal 
appointments of Dutch bishops have favoured those considered theological 
conservatives. The pope visits the Netherlands 11-15 May. 


Brother Roger and children to visit Perez de Cuellar EPS 85.02.69 
GENEVA (EPS) - Brother Roger, founder and prior of the Taizé community in 
southeastern France, and some children are to visit UN Secretary General Perez 
de Cuellar in Geneva 2 July. Purpose of the meeting is to present an appeal 
for world-wide disarmament, and for the establishment of a “world authority”, 
along lines suggested by Pope John XXIII not long before his death. 


French, German Protestant reps pessimistic on RC relations EPS 85.02.70 
STRASBOURG (EPS) -— At their annual meeting, here, representatives of the 
Protestant Federation of France and the Evangelical Church of [West] Germany 
expressed pessimism about the future of relations with the Roman Catholic 
Church. According to a report (23 January) on the meeting from the 
Paris-based Protestant Information Bureau, the role of women, notably their 
ordination, was said to have become a major issue blocking further 
rapprochement. The church representatives also expressed unease about the 
increase of outside (especially American and Japanese) programming on European 
television. Also discussed was church reaction to the growth of “new 
religious movements” in Europe, and plans to mark later this year the 40th 
anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe and the 300th anniversary of 
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes (which ended religious tolerance for 
French Protestants; EPS 84.10.60). 


French church aid agency criticizes Paris—Dakar auto race EPS 85.02.71 
PARIS (EPS) - Cimade, the French ecumenical inter-church aid agency, 
criticized (14 January) the international auto race between Paris and Dakar 
(Senegal, West Africa). Cimade called it a “luxury toy for the Parisian jet 
set and an additional calamity for the Sahel", the region south of the Sahara 
“ravaged by drought and famine.” Cimade noted in particular damage to roads 
in the region done by the 500 vehicles which travel at high speed as part of 
the race, and compared the 30 doctors available for the racers with one for 
160,000 inhabitants of part of Mali. It also suggested that half the 
registration fee for each racer (24,500 French francs) be used for famine 
relief in the Sahel, and said one fee would cover the cost of drilling a well 
which would assure the survival of hundreds of people. 
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Media sex, violence discussed at church hearing BPonowe02./2 
LOS ANGELES (EPS) - Fourteen writers, producers, actors, media researchers, 
and others testified at a [US] National Council of Churches hearing here 
(22-23 January) on sex and violence in film and on television. They agreed 
there is too much, but strongly rejected outside regulation or intervention to 
solve the problem. This was the second of three NCC hearings on the subject. 


Mekane Yesus assembly meets, elects president EPS®85+02. 73 
ADDIS ABABA (EPS) - For the first time in four years, the annual assembly of 


the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus was allowed by the 
government to meet (21-26 January). It chose Francis Stephanos to succeed 
retiring EECMY President Emmanuel Abraham. 


Swedish Lutherans debate Masonic membership EPS 85.02.74 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - About an eighth of the priests and six of the 13 bishops 
(including Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém) of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden are 
among the 23,000 Freemasons in Sweden. That statistic has prompted criticism 
by those who think Masonic membership is incompatible with church office. In 
Sweden, Masonic membership is a matter of public record, and the bishops 
involved reject the notion that Freemasonry is contrary to Christianity. 
That idea “does not deserve to be commented upon. It's absurd," says Vaxj6 
Bishop Sven Lindegard. Nonetheless, a church committee, including former 
Archbishop Olaf Sundby, a non-Mason, is looking into the issue. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: “CCIA Statement on Sanctuary Movement Arrests in US" EPS 85.02.75 


[This item was approved by the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs during its meeting in Veldhoven, Netherlands, 14-18 January. CCIA is 
part of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


[The CCIA] ... received distressing news of the arrest of a sizable number of 
"illegal aliens" from Central America who had sought safe haven in the United 
States. Also arrested were several leaders of the church-based ... sanctuary 
movement who have been instrumental in protecting persons fleeing from 
violence, repression, and war ... and have challenged the refusal of the [US] 
government to accord official refugee status to such persons. The CCIA; 


a3 Expresses its deep concern about this action which could have serious 
implications for the well-being and personal safety of hundreds of Salvadorans 
and Guatemalans residing in the United States and many thousands more whose 
lives are in jeopardy in their home countries. 


at Gives thanks to God for the courageous witness of individual Christians 
and congregations in the United States who participate in the "sanctuary 
movement", following ancient traditions of the church and responding to the 
biblical mandate to receive the alien as a member of the family. 


33 Expresses its appreciation to the US churches who have supported and 
encouraged the sanctuary movement. 


4, Joins the [US] National Council of Churches ... [in urging the US 
government] ... "(1) to grant ... recognized refugee status to Guatemalans and 
Salvadorans currently in the United States, who otherwise face the danger of 
deportation back to the violent and chaotic situation in their native lands; 
and (2) to cease its harassment of, and prosecution of workers and 
participants in the sanctuary movement." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Peter Glensor: “Letter from Wellington" EPS 85.02.76 


New Zealand, ; isiwas,.,.smablecountry (fwitheee long history of centralized 
government. This means that the national government impinges closely on most 
people's lives. So, it was a major event when the National Party government 
of Sir Robert Muldoon called a snap election in July. That election saw the 
Labour Party win a convincing majority in what was widely seen to be a desire 
to kick out Sir Robert and his particular style of economic management and 
confrontational politics. ti 


The new government of David Lange — a Methodist lay preacher - was thrust 
immediately into major crises involving the economy and New Zealand's 
international policies. The US continues to put heavy pressure on the new 
government to modify its widely-publicized policy of refusing access to 
nuclear-armed or powered vessels or planes. The South African government 
withdrew its consulate in New Zealand, forestalling their certain eviction by 
the new government. And the government took a series of difficult economic 
decisions - a 20 percent currency devaluation, a tax on retirement pensions, 
and limits to wage increases. Those decisions threaten to undermine the 
image the new government promoted, that of one open and encouraging consensus. 


Following the Australian model, the government called an economic summit 
conference in September. In three days of set speeches from representatives 
of government, the trade unions, businesses, and community groups, broad areas 
of agreement were reached. While economic growth is important, so too is the 
urgent need to redistribute wealth in favour of low income people. 


In the few months since that conference, the shine has worn off consensus and 
we look set for an acrimonious round of wage bargaining as unions seek to make 
up for more than two years of frozen wage levels. Even proposals to increase 
low incomes, via a “family care” package, have been attacked because they 
exclude those who do not work fulltime. 


Conservative Christians are among leading government critics, in a series of 
well-orchestrated and visible protest actions. Their main focus is women. 


During the election campaign, the government said it would ratify the UN 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 
Now, thousands of letters, telegramsg® petitions and resolutions are being 
produced to stop ratification. Church women's organizations are increasingly 
divided on the issue, aS women receive a flood of charges that the convention 
attacks the family, encourages abortion, and threatens religious freedom. 


Also, the government has established a ministry of women's affairs, which is 
sponsoring a series of women's forums around the country. At them, women can 
help establish priorities for government policy relating to women. Several 
forums have been disrupted, with some men demanding to participate, and with 
some women attacking the UN document. 


A similar backlash seems inevitable as New Zealand prepares for yet another 
rugby football encounter between New Zealand and South Africa — this time a 
tour of South Africa by New Zealand. Though determined to try to stop Le, 
the government will not refuse passports to any New Zealander. The churches, 
as in the last tour of 1981, are speaking out. The National Council of 
Churches and Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, and Anglican 
representatives have all voiced opposition, though, in a surprising move, the 
national Baptist assembly voted not to take a vote on the issue. 
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se OTA LRT (I2POR) 


In EPS 85.02.02, delete the references to Tutu, King, Myrdal, and Brandt. 
Though expected to attend, they did not. 


In EPS 85.02.37, change the reference to the president in line 3 of paragraph 
3 to Marcel Fallet. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


CICARWS material; The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


A 31 January situation report on drought relief in Kenya 


Photo Oikoumene: The next edition is scheduled as part of the next EPS. It 
includes material from Africa. 


MECC Assembly: The assembly of the Middle East Council of Churches is in 
Cyprus 13-19 February. EPS coverage is projected for the issue to be mailed 
22 February. 


WCC Central Committee: This year's meeting is in Buenos Aires, 28 July-7 
August. -Information for journalists who wish to attend will be included in 
EPS. 


The latest in the PCR Information series (1985/no. 20) is Southern Africa: The 
Continuing Crisis. Its first three sections include articles and reports, 
messages, and selected statements related to its theme. It also includes 
announcements of new books, news items, and a list of 1984 grants from the WCC 
Special Fund to Combat Racism. A copy is avaialable to journalists on request 
to WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A copy of the communique from the 31 January meeting in Athens of world 
personalities on peace issues (EPS 85.02.02), and of the “Delhi Declaration” 
which preceded it as part of the "Five Continent Peace Initiative” is 
available to journalists on request to EPS. 


Ecupast ~- News from EPS 25 years ago: NEW YORK (EPS, 1 April 1960) - Leaders 


of the [US] National Council of Churches reaffirmed NCC concern to “combat 
communism,” but warned about “efforts, public or private, to subject the 
churches of America and their representatives to any ordeal of suspicion, 
innuendo, and hysteria." 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: GENEVA (EPS, 1 April 1960) - Church 
representatives around the world protested South African police shooting of 
demonstrators in Sharpville and Langa against that country's pass laws for 
blacks. 


Ecupast — News from EPS 25 years ago: NEW YORK (EPS, 1 April 1960) - Director 
Frederick Nolde of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 


urged US President Dwight Eisenhower to declare immediate US readiness to 
negotiate a final treaty to end nuclear testing. 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
SENDS NEW CALEDONIA LETTER Service 35,02.7/ 


GENEVA (EPS) - The’ executive committee of the World Council sent (9 February) 
a letter of encouragement to the Evangelical Church in New Caledonia, a member 
of the WCC. The South Pacific territory has experienced tension and violence 
in recent months over the issue of independence from France. 


The letter (EPS 85.02.96) offers prayer for those “wounded or imprisoned" and 
“those who cannot or will not see the justice in the aspiration of your 
people." It declares that "colonialism will not prevail.” It commends both 
the denomination's “ministry in nurturing the dignity and inner strength of 
the Kanak people throughout their history of suffering" and its “untiring 
efforts in dialogue with those who have made the Kanak people a minority ia 
their own lands and those who strenuously oppose their ... independence.” 


The letter was approved during the committee's semi-annual meeting, here. 
Among other items on its agenda were plans for the meeting later this year of 
the WCC central committee in Buenos Aires, and Roman Catholic relations. 


The Buenos Aires meeting, beginning 28 July, is to include presentations on 
International Youth Year and the end of the International Women's Decade, both 
this year, and on communication. WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held said during 
a news conference (8 February) that North-South relations and the situation in 
Argentina and the region also would be on the Buenos Aires agenda. The 10th 
anniversary of the signing of the Helsinki Final Act on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (1 August) and the 40th anniversaries of the dropping of 
the atomic bomb on Hiroshima (6 August) and the end of World War 2 would also 
figure in its work, he added. 


Most of the conference questions dealt with WCC-Roman Catholic relations. WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro said the committee here “began an analysis" 
which would continue in Buenos Aires "in a substantial way" because Argentina 
is a mostly Roman Catholic country. He said an issue of the WCC's theological 
quarterly at the end of the year would assess the ecumenical situation 20 
years after the close of the Second Vatican Ccuncil, and “complement” Roman 
Catholic discussion of the anniversary (EPS 85.02.91). 


Asked about the pope's and his views on liberation theology, Castro noted the 
WCC has no “official theology,” but that liberation theology has a "right to 
be fully present” in the WCC forum. He said various Christian theological 
emphases are needed for mutual “inspiration and correction." He suggested 
that while the pope has warned about potential dangers in liberation theology, 
he has been “very, very clear" that there are unjust situations requiring 
major changes in Latin America and elsewhere. Thus, Castro observed, the pope 
could be said to be in accord with fundamental aims of liberation theology. 


In terms of improving relations, Castro noted current examples of WCC-Roman 
Catholic cooperation, and said the WCC would encourage "all kinds of 
grassroots involvements of Christians of all persuasions" in local, national, 
and regional ecumenical efforts. He also said the WCC would routinely invite 
Roman Catholic representatives to its meetings, even if some of them might be 
out of favor with some people in the Vatican. He said dialogue with “our 
friends in Rome” would “sometimes [be] full of tension, always full of love.” 


Adding that “no structure can replace personal relationships," Castro said in 


answer to a question about a possible visit with the pope that “the door is 
open ... and in due time that will take place.” 
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TWO NEW MEMBERS RECOMMENDED Ecumenical Press 
TO WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 85.02.78 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa (CCCAS) 
and the Methodist Church in Zimbabwe (MCZ) have been recommended for 
membership in the World Council of Churches. Their addition would bring WCC 
membership to 305 in more than 100 countries. 


The two were recommended by the WCC executive committee, at its semi-annual 
meeting, here (4-8 February). The WCC central committee is to consider the 
applications at its annual meeting, in Buenos Aires later this year. If they 
are okayed then, the two would officially become members of the WCC six months 
later, at the beginning of 1986 (assuming no significant objections from 
current WCC members). 


CCCAS is a result of mission work in the Samoan Islands begun in 1830 by the 
London Missionary Society. Until 1980, the. CCCAS was part. of » the 
Congregational Christian Church in Samoa, a member of the WCC since 1961. The 
American Samoan denomination includes about 100 congregations and 34,000 
members, in American Samoa, Hawaii, New Zealand, and on the west coast of the 
US mainland. It is also involved in efforts to create a national council of 
churches in American Samoa, together with Roman Catholics and Methodists. 


MCZ is a result of 19th century British Methodist mission work. Membership is 
about 40,000, with more than 100 ministers and evangelists. It becomes the 
first WCC member headquartered in Zimbabwe, though WCC members headquartered 
elsewhere (United Methodist Church, [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Central Africa, United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Eastern Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and 
All Africa) have Zimbabwean congregations. 
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ECUMENICAL CHANGES SEEN Ecumenical Press 
IN SWEDEN AND DENMARK Service 85.02.79 


STOCKHOLM/COPENHAGEN (EPS) - Proposals have been made in Sweden and Denmark 
for structural changes which could affect the ecumenical situation in each. 


In Sweden, a report before the Ecumenical Council suggests forming a Christian 
Council of Sweden to integrate the Ecumenical Council with other ecumenical 
bodies, such as the Missionary Council, the Council of Free Churches, and the 
Swedish Christian Youth Council. The Swedish government recently reduced 
subsidies to the Ecumenical Council. The intention is that the work of the 
new Christian Council would not be influenced at all by the state. 


In Denmark, a new structure for international contacts of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Denmark is expected to be worked out by May for submission 
to the government ministry of religious affairs. The aim is a body more 
official and decentralized. The current Lutheran Council on Inter-Church 
Relations lacks official status, and depends on voluntary contributions for 
its budget. In the new arrangement, each diocese would have a foreign 
relations committee. They would elect the central foreign relations body, 
which would be financed from church taxes. 


Also being debated in the denomination is its membership in the Ecumenical 
Council of Denmark, which some bishops and others have criticized as too 


strongly engaged in what some consider political issues. 
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ANGLICAN NEWSPAPERS Ecumenical Press 


IN 3 CONTROVERSIES Service 85.02.80 
GENEVA (EPS) - Anglican newspapers in three countries - Canada, South Africa, 


and Uganda - are involved in controversies over what they have printed. 


In Canada, some bishops have responded with concern or anger to an editorial 
in the December Canadian Churchman. It urged reform of Canadian laws which 

would make abortions easier to obtain. Huron Bishop Derwyn Jones said he was 
“horrified” at the editorial's "misguided and unrepresentative statement". 
Yukon Bishop Ronald Ferris said he was “outraged.” Churchman Editor Jerry 
Hames said the editorial dealt only with reform of current civil law, not with 
the morality of abortions. He said most of the 100 or so letters to the 
editor on the editorial opposed it. 


In South Africa, two pages of satire and parody (called “Sick") in the January 
issue of Seek drew both positive and negative letters and an “unambiguous 
apology" in the February issue. Editor Ivor Shapiro said the intention was 
“never to mock God, nor to wound people. Rather, it was Seek itself ... which 
was the prime target of the wit.” 


In Uganda, the directors and editor-in-chief of the New Century resigned in a 
dispute with Ugandan Anglican Archbishop Y. Okoth. In a front-page statement 
of the “whole truth" in the November-December issue, they outlined a series of 
disagreements between them and the church leadership, notably over publication 
of a letter critical of some arrangements in connection with Okoth's 
installation. The board and editor said they did not necessarily agree with 
the opinions in the letter, but that the letter writer, as a member of the 
church, was “entitled to say what he felt about it" in the church newspaper. 
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WCRPI APPOINTS Ecumenical Press 
NEW EXECUTIVES Service 85.02.81 


KARACHI (EPS) - The executive committee of the Geneva-based World Conference 
on Religion and Peace International has appointed three staff members —- 
William P. Thompson as associate secretary general and WCRPI representative at 
UN headquarters in New York, and Nobuo Katsuyama and Giinther Gebhardt as 
assistant secretaries general, based in Geneva, where they join WCRPI 
Secretary General John Taylor. 


Thompson was most recently co-stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
and has long been active in international affairs aspects of World Council of 
Churches, Katsuyama is on the staff of Rissho Kosei-Kai, a Japanese Buddhist 
organization, and was secretary general of the first Asian Conference on 
Religion and Peace. Gebhardt, a Roman Catholic from Federal (West) Germany, 
also will continue to work, parttime, for WCRP Europe. 


In other action at its meeting here (5-6 February), the committee approved a 
series of multireligious youth camps during 1985 (International Youth Year), 
to take place in South India, Thailand, England, Australia, and the Middle 
East. Camps in Africa may also be arranged. It also decided to divide the 
first 100,000 US dollars of a 400,000-dollar multi-religious appeal for 
drought victims and refugees in Africa between famine relief in Ethiopia and 
work with refugees in Sudan. 
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CHILEAN GRASSROOTS CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
GROUPS SAID TO GET STRONGER Service 85.02.82 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


SANTIAGO (EPS/Susana Kincar) - Since the imposition of the state of siege last 
November, the Chilean government has stepped up attacks against the Roman 
Catholic Church. The actions now appear to be directed not only against 
individual church members but against the institution as a whole. 


The expulsion of US missionary priest Dennis O'Mara in late December and an 
attempt by Santiago's military governor to prohibit the archdiocese's 
Vicariate of Workers' Affairs from holding its annual summer school in early 
January have caused further deterioration in the already tense relations 
between the church and the Pinochet government. 


The growing tensions reflect the active social and human rights role assumed 
by the Roman Catholic Church in recent years. A key element in this new 
presence is the grassroots Christian communities (CEBs), which during the ll 
years of military rule have grown in commitment to the struggles of the poor. 


According to Fernando Castillo, theologian and adviser to the CEB movement, 
two factors contributed to this growth. "There was a sector of the church 
searching for a way to enter more fully into the life and experience of the 
people; in addition, political repression after the 1973 military coup made 
Christian communities the only vehicle for mass participation”, he says. 


In effect, the church came to be a refuge for the persecuted from that time 
onwards. In order to confront systematic human rights abuses, committed 
Christians formed the ecumenical Committee for Peace in 1973. When the 
committee was outlawed in 1975, then Santiago Roman Catholic Archbishop Raul 
Cardinal Silva Henriquez created an archdiocesan Vicariate of Solidarity to 
continue its human-rights efforts. 


As most Chileans also began to experience severe economic hardship, the 
Christian communities created a variety of grassroots organizations. Soup 
kitchens, groups of unemployed workers, and handicraft collectives flourished. 


With the CEBs, the Chilean Roman Catholic Church took a qualitative leap from 
a predominantly assistance-oriented approach to one that assumed an active 
social role - a position that today is supported by the church's leadership. 
Not all CEBs have the same perspective, however. Some are _ socially 
committed; others are oriented to more traditional forms of church practice. 


Despite the differences, there is no split within this grassroots church, says 
Roberto Bolton, a priest in Santiago's western zone. "The most committed 
communities adhere to the pastoral orientation of the diocese, which 
fortunately is becoming more identified with the historical struggle of the 
poor", Bolton stresses. "Those whose commitment is not as developed are 
going to mature.” 


- Relations between the CEBs and the bishops are not without conflict, 
however. Some believe the hierarchy has not taken a strong enough option for 


the poor. Garfias recognizes there is tension. "The problem is that there 
are different points of view. The CEBs understandably respond to the 
concrete situations in which they find themselves. The hierarchy views 
situations with a desire to maintain over-all church unity. These different 


perspectives help us all to mature and are resolved in ongoing pastoral 
dialogue.” 
EPS 


WORLD MISSION & EVANGELISM Ecumenical Press 
COMMISSION MEETS ON ISSUES Service 85.02.83 


LIMURU (Kenya) (EPS) - The 26-member Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches met here (13-20 
January). Relations with evangelicals, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics; a 
proposal to identify and support “mission partners across the world"; and a 
world mission conference later this decade were among items on its agenda. 


The conference, projected for 1987 or 1988, would be the fourth since the 
International Missionary Council became part of the WCC in 1961. Its place 
and theme are to be fixed by mid-year. Cooperation on it with the Lausanne 
Committee for World Evangelization was urged during discussion here. 


The commission okayed a staff proposal to “strengthen world mission by 
entrusting persons in mission in different lands" with "an unsolicited small 
lump sum to expand their ministry" and a way to share their stories. The 
proposal “has the immediate effect of wholistic sharing with direct benefit to 
the grassroots, and the potential of a new mission structure which is both 
international and local." The commission also approved production of an 
“evangelism training manual suitable for use by local congregations based on 
the experience of mission among the poor.” 


In terms of relationships with various groups of Christians, the commission 
approved, among other things: 

- particular attention to “enabling the missionary outreach of the 
Orthodox churches", including approval in principle for an Orthodox missionary 
conference; 

- consideration of a CWME presence at some meetings of the four Roman 
Catholic orders which have a consultancy relationship with the commission, 
consideration of a consultation on "structures and the role of personnel in 
mission” involving Roman Catholic and WCC-related mission agencies, and 
encouragement for RC-WCC cooperation in local mission projects; 

- staff attention to “means of having evangelical Christians participate 
more fully" in CWME work, and encouragement to “local ecumenical councils to 
seek participation of evangelical Christians.” 


Most Eastern and Oriental Orthodox churches are WCC members. Evangelicals are 
part of the membership of most WCC member churches. The Roman Catholic Church 
and the WCC cooperate through their Joint Working Group and other bodies. 
Maryknoll Sister Joan Delaney is a Vatican-appointed Roman Catholic consultant 
on mission with the CWME staff in Geneva. 


The commission also discussed various aspects of CWME and/or wider WCC study 
in the coming years, including "gospel and culture”, “resistance as a form of 
Christian witness", "good news to the poor", and “religious groups that 
support oppressive forces”. It accepted three recommendations in connection 
with “evangelism in socialist countries", including that it “help enable the 
churches in socialist countries to accept their ... context, to contextualize 
their witness, and to share their understandings with other churches.” 


The commission chose two vice moderators - South Korean Reformed theologian 
Lee Oo Chung, and Kenyan Anglican Bishop David Gitari, who is also chairman of 
the National Council of Churches of Kenya and chairman of the theological 
commission of the World Evangelical Fellowship. Commission moderator is 
Anastasios Yannoulatos, a theologian at the University of Athens, and an 
Eastern Orthodox missionary bishop in East Africa. 


EPS 


African theologians meet EPS 85.02.84 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Racism, tribalism, ideological and economic blocs, and one- 
party states were among the items on the agenda of the Second Assembly of the 
Ecumenical Association of African Theologians at its meeting here late last 
year. AOTA president is General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches. Jesuit Professor E. Mveng is AOTA general secretary. 


Ernesto Cardenal suspended from priesthood EPS 85.02.85 
MANAGUA (EPS) - Nicaragua's culture minister, Ernesto Cardenal, has been 


suspended from the priesthood by the Vatican because he refused to resign his 
government post. Late last year, his brother, Fernando Cardenal, also a 
priest, was expelled from the Jesuit order because he refused to resign as 
education minister in the Sandinista government (EPS 84.12.40). Edgar 
Parrales, Nicaraguan ambassador to the Organization of American States, in 
Washington, is awaiting word on his 1983 request to be laicized. The fourth 
priest in the government is Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto, a member of the 
Maryknoll missionary order. 


Reconciliation versus liberation? EPS 85.02.86 
ZURICH (EPS) - The Swiss church news agency EPD, based here, reports that 600 
people took part in Arequipa, Peru, in the first gathering of supporters of 
the “theology of reconciliation," presented as a response to liberation 
theology, and with the support of at least two Peruvian Roman Catholic bishops. 


New Zealand ecumenist Bill Best dies EPS 85.02.87 
WELLINGTON (EPS) - Bill Best, assembly executive secretary of the Presbyterian 


Church of New Zealand since 1974 died suddenly 30 January. He was 58. Deeply 
committeed to the ecumenical movement and church union, for seven years he 
chaired a commission which tried unsuccessfully to bring together five 
denominations, including Anglicans, Presbyterians, and Methodists. 


British Methodists mark 150 years of ministerial training EPS 85.02.88 
LONDON (EPS) - British Methodist Conference President Gordon Barritt conducted 


a service (25 January) marking the 150th anniversary of the start of 
theological training for the ministry in British Methodism. 


Zimbabwe bishops appeal on election EPS 85.02.89 
HARARE (EPS) - Zimbabwe's Roman Catholic bishops have appealed for calm in 


connection with upcoming national elections here. They urged the ballot 
rather than violence as the way for Zimbabweans to express political views. 


Chinese Catholics ordain auxiliary bishops EPS 85.02.90 
SHANGHAI (EPS) - Two auxiliary bishops, Li Side, 76, and Jin Luxian, 67, were 
ordained for the Shanghai diocese in a ceremony almost entirely in Latin. 
They were the first auxiliary bishops ordained since the Chinese Catholic 
Church broke with the Vatican three decades ago. They will assist Shanghai 
Bishop Zhang Jiashu, 92, president of the conference of Chinese Catholic 
bishops. Among government officials attending was Cao Jingru, vice director 
of the national office of the religious affairs bureau. The Vatican-appointed 
bishop of Shanghai, Gong Pinmei, was arrested in September 1955 and convicted 
in March 1960 on charges of counter-revolutionary activity. He was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. 


Pope announces surprise synod to mark Vatican II anniversary EPS; 854 02.91 
ROME (EPS) - An extraordinary meeting of the global synod of Roman Catholic 


bishops has been called by the pope to begin next November, to review "in the 
light of new needs", the work of the Second Vatican Council, whose sessions 
ran from 11 October 1962 to 8 December 1965. 


EPS 


Police sentenced in Popieluszko murder EPS »85,02.92 
WARSAW (EPS) —- Security police captain Grzegorz Piotrowski was sentenced to 25 
years in prison for his leading role in the kidnap and muerder of Roman 
Catholic priest Jerzy Popieluszko, a strong supporter of the Solidarity labour 
movement in Poland. The prosecution had asked for the death penalty. An 
interior ministry colonel also was sentenced to 25 years. Two lieutenants 
received 15 and 14 years. 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: “Relationships in Mission" EPS$985902393 


[This item is excerpted from a report to the meeting last month of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 
Stockwell is CWME director. ] 


--- 1. Our relation to God in worship, prayer, liturgy and eucharistic 
service. One of the ways in which in CWME we give some expression to this 
aspect of our life is the sharing of stories, individual and corporate. Our 
human stories, when we relate them to the story of God in Jesus Christ, tie 
our personal and group contexts to the biblical context and, whether stories 
of failure, victory, hope or quest, become vehicles of communicative 
relationship and of revelation which encourage all in renewed faith and 
faithfulness, They tend to forge ties of important relationships that make 
real, and enliven, our Christian community. 


2. Our relations to churches in oral, written and artistic communication. Ve 
We meet —- in meetings, in planned or unexpected conversations, in writings, in 
publications, in newsletters, in responses to the ecstasy of sheer joy or the 
agony of deep suffering, in moments of frustration or accomplishment. In all 
this, relationships are created that, if sensitive and creative, we treasure; 
if insensitive and misused, we bruise. 


3. Qur relations to persons and communities around the world in terms of sheer 
sensitive listening, trying to offer one place among many in the ecumenical 
movement where a pastoral ear is offered. Too often Christian churches and 
ecumenical organizations are accused of speaking out too quickly, too rashly, 
too self-assuredly - and we all know there is at times truth to these charges. 
-.. We bear a heavy responsibility to listen carefully to what [others] are 
saying, and to listen as well (as best we can) to the deeper aspirations, 
needs and hurts that underlie what is communicated to us. 


4, Our relations of solidarity with persons and communities in places of 
immense stress, Frequently we become aware of those who pass through deep 
valleys of distress, e.g. Park Hyung Kyu is beaten in his church last 
September, or Mortimer Arias' wife nears physical death, or the Christian 
community of Nicaragua pleads for help in the face of threatened invasion, or 
a worker's association urges us to do something to try to right a painful 
injustice inflicted by an employer, or a Christian voice from Suriname utters 
a deliberately anonymous cry for aid. There are times when CWME, along with 
other branches of the WCC, can provide some limited material assistance, but 
often about all we can do is stand in solidarity with such friends, make that 
solidarity known publicly, and little more - we just stand heart to heart with 
them. It seems little enough, but how often those with whom we stand receive 
such solidarity as a pearl of great price - an indestructible Christian 
relationship. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Dennis Smith: “Evangelicals in Central America” EPS 85.02.94 


[This item is abridged and adapted from a report in New York-based Religious 
News Service. Smith is co-ordinator of communciation ministries for the 
Latin American Evangelical Centre for Pastoral Studies. ] 


Religion in Central America is quickly becoming as volatile and polarized as 
Central American politics. Divisions in Roman Catholicism, exemplified in 
regular confrontations between the Nicaraguan Roman Catholic hierarchy and 
some of priests and other church members, have received considerable public 
attention. But Protestants in the region also suffer deep and troubling 
divisions. 


In Central America, Protestant means evangelical, even fundamentalist. 
Central America has no liberal Protestant tradition. Even the regional 
mission efforts of mainline US churches have produced theologically and 
politically conservative national churches. 


The current conflict grows out of the classic division among evangelicals on 


social issues. Conservative evangelicals say Christians have no business 
becoming distracted from their primary task, evangelism, to reform social 
structures. Progressive evangelicals say sin expresses itself not only in 


individual acts of evil, but also in violent, corrupt and oppressive social 
structures, which saved individuals are to work against. 


This division is no longer just an academic issue among Central American 
evangelicals, In recent years, a deep and bitter schism has developed 
between conservatives and progressives. The Association of Costa Rican Bible 
Churches, for example, is one of the oldest and most respected evangelical 
denominations in the country. This denomination, which was organized in 
1945, now consists of about 100 congregations. In the last few years, 
conservatives in the denomination have been energetically rooting out and 
expelling progressives. The main targets have been people connected with the 
local Seminario Biblico Latinoamericana (SBL). 


The conservatives accuse the progressives in general, and SBL in particular, 


of propagating liberation theology. In a recent speech, conservative Bible 
Church theologian Alberto Barrientos described liberation theology as "a 
beachhead for integrating Christians into ... Marxist/Leninist doctrine". He 


went on to describe SBL as having “strayed from the biblical and evangelical 
path (by accepting) a so-called ‘option for the poor', one of the concepts of 
liberation theology”. 


SBL professor of church history Arturo Piedra, himself thrown out of the 
denomination, says about two dozen key church leaders and pastors have been 


forced to leave. Seven congregations have also left. Piedra says current 
divisions in both Roman Catholic and Protestant circles express the same 
underlying ideological conflict: "Doctrine ... is used as a pretext for an 


underlying economic and political struggle. ... In this new Inquisition, the 
church is defending a US-dominated international economic and political order." 


The Costa Rican conflict is exacerbated by the dominant influence of imported 


theology on Central American evangelicals. Until quite recently, Central 
American evangelical theology simply didn't exist. The vast majority of 
texts used in area seminaries and of books sold in local evangelical 
bookstores are by US authors. Only in the last decade have regional 


theologians such as Orlando Costas, Antonio Nunez, Plutarco Bonilla and 
Alberto Barrientos begun to develop indigenous evangelical theology. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Christian Spirituality: General Characteristics” sip gh gD © sf 9 yo 


[This item is abridged and excerpted from the report of a consultation on 
spirituality last December under the auspices of the Sub-Unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life of the World Council of Churches (EPS 84.12.42). The 
whole text is available to journalists on request to WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. ] 


The gospel calls us to a renewed, holistic spirituality in the face of 
today's life-threatening forces. On our third day together at Annecy we began to 
concentrate, both in plenary and in smaller groups, on the marks of such a 
spirituality. We had used inadvertently, as well as consciously, several 
statements of the meaning of spirituality. It is obedience to the work of the 
Spirit in a particular time and place. It is the ability to transcend one's self 
and one's situation. It involves commitment and community. It is our lived 
discipleship. But it was more important to flesh out our understanding than to 
define terms. 


We noted certain assumptions in our description of an authentic 
Spirituality. Its source and guiding force is the action of the Holy Spirit. 

God takes the initiative. This is true in our individual lives; hence the need 
for constant discernment and ongoing conversion. God is acting also in our world 
at large. We must see reality in a different light, detect where God is acting, 
enlarge our vision and bring the gospel to bear on specific situations. We are 
to make our lives totally available to the exigencies of the gospel. This 
entails self-emptying and guarding against superficial triumphalism. The 
resurgence of interest in the life of the Spirit must be protected from 
political manipulation. We wish to be faithful to the gospel rather than pay 
allegiance to any particular ideology. 


A second assumption is that spirituality is lived and sought in community. 
Human living is essentially communitarian. Even a contemplative vocation is 


granted for the sake of the kingdom and is lived for others. Authentic 
Spirituality expresses itself in solidarity and participation with others in 
common efforts for the kingdom. Our communal relationships serve as discipline, 
mutual correction, and help us in discerning God's will. The community of faith, 
especially at the celebration of the eucharist, becomes the critical community 
in our spiritual search. A vital role of the church in our day is the rebuilding 
of community. 


In a unique way in our times, communities in Latin America are pointing the 
way. Base communities there and in other parts of the world, as well as Bible 
study groups, renewal movements, ecumenical groups with a common vision and 
ministry, lead us towards an authentic response to the cries and needs of our 
times. Within these cells of life, members experience support and encouragement 
in witnessing to their faith. 


A third essential element is an ongoing process of formation and 
discipleship. Spirituality is the search of a lifetime, and is shaped by the 
dynamic of action and reflection in which we are engaged. So many of us 
Christians are rootless and confused, seduced by the values that surround us. We 
are selective in the gospel we choose to obey. Our churches, our leaders, and 
each of us personally are called to a "metanoia", a process of discipling, of 
listening to the Spirit, and to the simple and poor in our midst. All of our 
experience can contribute to this formation. We are resources to one another in 
this process of transformation. We learn by serving. We learn by the daily 
circumstances of our lives, which may include sickness and suffering. It is a 
painful process and will lead us, as it led Jesus, ints the desert, along the 
way of the cross, and through many small deaths to a newness of life. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Letter to Evangelical Church in New Caledonia" EPS 85.02.96. 


[This letter was sent by World Council of Churches Moderator Heinz Joachim 
Held and WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro on behalf of the WCC executive 
committee (EPS 85.02.77). ] 


--. It is not the first time the WCC is concerned with your struggle. In 
1979, the WCC central committee ... and in 1983, the [WCC] Sixth Assembly ... 
called the attention of member churches to the aspirations of the Melanesian 
people of New Caledonia for self-determination and independence. These 
actions have resulted from a close relationship with your church, as well as 
the Pacific Conference of Churches and the French Protestant Federation. 


We share your pain in mourning those who have given their lives for a brighter 
future. We pray for those who have been wounded or imprisoned. We pray also 
for those who cannot or will not see the justice in the aspiration of your 
people. Many World Council member churches have in recent times experienced 
struggles similar to yours, even suffering violent opposition. They convey to 
you their solidarity and their assurance that colonialism will not prevail. 
Christ is the source of our common hope. 


We have become aware of your special ministry in nurturing the dignity and 
inner strength of the Kanak people throughout their history of suffering. We 
are aware also of your untiring efforts in dialogue with those who have made 
the Kanak people a minority in their own lands. We pledge to you our respect, 
our solidarity and our commitment to stand by you as you seek to be faithful 
to the role God has assigned to you. ... 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: “The Situation of Asian Migrant Women” EPS *85)02% 97 


[This item is excerpted from a consultation report, “Strangers within our 
Gates", distributed last November by the Singapore-based Christian Conference 
of Asia. The full report is available from Mizuho Matsuda, Secretary for 
Women's Concerns, CCA, 480 Lorong 2, Toa Payoh, Singapore 1231. ] 


--. Factory workers, those in FTZs (Free Trade Zones), unorganized workers, 
are in constant danger of losing their jobs, being unskilled and so 
dispensable. They have to accept lower pay, sexual threat, and isolation 
from fellow workers. 


A domestic worker is in a peculiar position. Living with her employer makes 
her be on call all 24 hours. She is asked to do all sorts of work and has no 
defined job description. Often, female employers consider her a slave and 
male employers feel they are hiring another sex-mate! They are exploited by 
the ‘employment agency' and middle men. They have no medical benefits, 
political rights, or social benefits. ... 


Entertainers, various service industry workers, mail-order brides are the 
reverse phenomena of "sex tourism". The international campaign against sex 
tourism seems to have created new kinds of job opportunities for migrant 
women! Now, the women are offered chances to go to richer countries to serve 
men. Once ... there, they face inhumane treatment. 


-.. Problems faéing migrant women are fundamental issues to women and their 


development. ... [We must] assess the special characteristics of Asia and 
Asian women which encourage migration and ... account for its worst features. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "A Theology of Humanhood: Indian Women's Perspectives” EPS 85.02.98 


[This item is excerpted from a report from a consultation on the same subject 
last 21-24 November in Whitefield, Bangalore, India. The meeting was 
organized by the All Indian Council of Christian Women (part of the National 
Council of Churches in India), Roman Catholic women, and the Association of 
Theologically Trained Women in India. ] 


... We are alarmed at the deteriorating condition of women and the growing 
incidents of violence against women in our society. We affirm as a symbol of 
hope the women's movement which has brought to light ... discrimination women 
face in all facets of life. We see the need to support and join these 
movements, as recent history has shown that they have been the most efficient 
in helping women in coming into their own. 


The deepening economic crisis, together with growing de-stabilization and 
increasing presence of police and paramilitary forces has led to a general 
loss of civilized values of which one of the most blatant expressions is the 


brutality and injustice meted out to women. Low legal status, economic and 
political marginalization, and cultural and religious pressures have eroded 
the self-esteem oof women. The assertiveness of fundamentalist and 


communalist forces constitutes an additional threat to women's independence 
and full participation in church and society. 


We shared experiences of the humiliation and physical violence women undergo 
in the public and domestic spheres. Such violence is designed to break a 
woman's personality and stifles her growth into full humanhood. In this 
context we feel that the institution of the family needs to be reviewed, with 
the aim to overcome patriarchal structures and to create relationships in 
which [everyone] can experience acceptance and dignity. We condemn the 
pernicious system of dowry which treats women as nonentities and liabilities. 


We are primarily and deeply concerned about the deteriorating lot of the 
majority of the women in the exploited working classes of our society, who 
face economic and sexual harassment both in their work places and in the 
home. We are aware that any theology of humanhood has to be rooted in that 
section of society from whom human dignity is most effectively withheld. ... 


We affirm our faith in God's creation which has been given into the hands of 
women and men created in God's image. ..- Patriarchy is the outcome of 
the3fall of God's good creation. The Incarnation ... has opened up the 
perspective of working towards God's new creation in which the distortions of 
sexual exploitation will be overcome and God's image as male and female will 
be restored. We pledge ourselves to work for a new humanhood in which women 
and men will be free from the trauma of inferiority and superiority ... . 


We are aware that we have to develop a new methodology to rediscover women's 
contribution to the life and theologies of the early Christian communities, 
transcending the particular patriarchal socio-cultural context in which they 
were placed. By making women's history visible, we acknowledge the suffering 
of our foremothers and restore to them the dimension of the resurrection. ... 


We feel called to develop a new ecclesiology which expresses itself in church 
structures that safeguard women's participation and frees them from the stigma 
of impurity. We are aware that feminist theology is a part of liberation 
theology and as such essential for the renewal of the church and for the 
cultural liberation of the society at large. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Multiculturalism and the Church” EPS 85.02.99 | 


[This item is excerpted from a draft statement prepared for the Fourth 
Assembly, next May, of the Uniting Church in Australia. Also expected to 
come before the meeting are issues related to ministry (including bishops and 
deacons), baptism (both doctrine and pastoral practice), and social questions 
such as racism and the economic situation. ] 


... The Uniting Church is also a uniting church because God through Jesus 
Christ has made peace between people of every race, culture and class. This 
unity is a gift of God the Reconciler, and a preliminary taste of the final 
reconciliation of all things on the road from the Resurrection to _ the 
fulfilment of Christ's rule. It is also a goal to be ‘achieved as we commit 
ourselves in one fellowship to achieve justice, affirm one another's cultures, 
and care for our neighbours in the present Australian context of racial 
discrimination, fear and economic exploitation. 


.-. The fact that our own membership is made up of people of many races is a 
reminder to us that the church is both product and agent of mission. In the 
Church the Kingdom which is to come is experienced in the ambiguity of the 
tension between the old age which has not yet passed away and the new age 
which has not yet fully come. ... The Uniting Church as a multi-cultural 
church seeks to be a sign of hope to the Australian society and particularly 
to those who are marginalized within it on racial or economic grounds. 


The Assembly therefore recognizes that it is encumbent on the church to 
provide for full participation of Aboriginal and migrant ethnic groups in 
decision-making in the councils of the church; to ensure that these groups 
have equity in Uniting Church properties; and to make sure that the agendas 
of the migrant ethnic and Aboriginal members of the church both men and women 
also become part of the agendas of the councils of the Church. ... 


The fact that we worship separately in many languages is not a denial of the 
Gospel of reconciliation. The purpose is to affirm our cultures, to provide 
adequate pastoral care for all our members, to provide opportunities for them 
to worship in a familiar language, and to enable people of diverse cultural 
backgrounds to receive the Gospel witness in ways that are relevant. There 
is a risk however that the establishment of ethnic congregations will become a 
means whereby the rest of the Church is protected from hearing and feeling the 
hurts and struggles of Aboriginal and migrant ethnic members working at 
building meaningful lives in the Australian society. Oppportunities should 
therefore be made for bilingual worship, for fellowship across racial and 
cultural bounds and for all groups to have a share in decision-making ... . 


Where there is preparedness to reach out to people of other cultures, the 
Assembly encourages the establishment of multi-cultural parishes in which 
ministers of different ethnic backgrounds plan and share the ministry in 
congregations, some of which are culturally mixed and some of which meet 
separately for reasons of language. ... 


The Uniting Church welcomes those Christians of other ecclesial traditions who 
find in the Basis of Union and the life of the Uniting Church a faith 
community of which they want to be part, but rejects any form of proselytism 
as inappropriate in the ecumenical fellowship of the church. The Assembly 
encourages presbyteries therefore to assist migrant congregations of other 
Christian traditions to provide adequate pastoral care for their people, and 
to obtain access to buildings suitable for their needs. ... 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request; 


January 1985 situation reports on several countries in Africa affected by 


drought - Angola, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Sudan, and 


Uganda. 


Photo Oikoumene feature material for use with the pictures in EPS on Africa is 
available from Katie Keller, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Freedom in Mission: An Ecumenical Inquiry: The Perspective of the Kingdom of 
God, is the title of the thesis submitted by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro to the theology faculty of the University of Lausanne for his Doctor of 
Theology Degree degree. Castro successfully defended his thesis. last 


November. It is available from WCC Publications, Geneva, for 29.50 Swiss 
francs, 9.95 UK pounds, or 12.95 US dollars. 


WCC Central Committee: This year's meeting is in Buenos Aires, 28 July-7 
August. Information for journalists who wish to attend will be included in 
EPS. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: NEW DELHI (EPS, 1 April 1960) - The 
Indian parliament rejected a proposal to regulate conversion from Hinduism to 
other religions on grounds it would be “discriminatory” and “unconstitutional.” 


Ecupast_ - News from EPS 25 years ago: BUDAPEST (EPS, 1 April 1960) = Four 
Hungarian theological students were expelled from the Lutheran theological 
academy here by Hungarian Lutheran Presiding Bishop Zoltan Kaldy. The 
expulsion was reportedly at the request of the state, which said the students' 
parents were implicated in attempts in 1956 to change Hungary's government. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: LOUISVILLE (Kentucky/US) (EPS, 8 April 
1960) ~ Southern Baptists here took the initiative in suggesting an annual 
conference in this US state involving Christians and Jews to face "matters 


which vitally affect church-state relationships, particularly in the field of 
education and health." 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: MADRID (EPS, 8 April 1960) - A Baptist 
congregation here was reopened with police permission. It was closed by state 
authorities in September 1958. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: ROME (EPS, 8 April 1960) - Italian 
Pentecostal groups, with a constituency estimated at 100,000, were officially 
recognized by the government as the Assemblies of God in Italy. Their new 
legal status gave them the right to own land and _ buildings. 


MID EAST CHURCH REPS SEND MESSAGE, Ecumenical Press 
DECLINE, PROPOSED ARMENIAN STATEMENT Service 85.02.100 


NICOSIA (Cyprus) (EPS) - In a message from the Fourth Assembly of the 
Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches, representatives of its three 
church families (Oriental Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox, and Evangelical 
[Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran]), called for dignity, freedom, justice, and 
Christian unity in their region. 


But assembly delegates did not approve a proposed statement on the Armenian 
genocide of 1915. Instead, they accepted a compromise suggestion that heads 
of MECC member churches send a letter of sympathy and Christian solidarity to 
Armenian Christians. 


The message was finally approved near the end of an overtime session which ran 
until nearly midnight on the assembly's last day (19 February). TNenkt 
delegates commit themselves to Christian unity and efforts to achieve "full 
communion among our churches.” They say it “would be absurd for us to seek 
unity without striving together in Christ with the Catholic Church", whose 
admission before long as the fourth MECC fourth church family is expected. 


The message supports “unity and stability in Cyprus, national unity and peace 
in Lebanon, liberation of Jerusalem, the rights of the Palestinian people, and 
an end to war between Iraq and Iran. The wounds of the suffering”, it adds, 
"are our wounds.” It looks forward to “the day when God will free our people 
from war, oppression, and occupation.” 


It calls for the "eradication of violence, extremism, fanaticism, and 
intellectual terrorism" as part of efforts toward justice, and “understanding, 
respect, and mutual trust among all communities. We all live in the same 
land, and we share the same destiny", it observes. The message also thanks 
“sisters and brothers from the churches of the world for their spiritual and 
mutual support", and asks them to “know us as we are.” 


The proposed Armenian genocide statement speaks of a “well organized and 
systematically executed attempt at the total extermination of a nation ... by 
the Turkish government of the time.” It condemns "the Armenian genocide and 
all such attempts of any form or extent in any part of the world.” 


During debate, however, delegates offered various reasons to oppose the 
proposal, including that it is unfair to blame modern Turkey for the acts of 
the Ottoman Empire, that it would put Armenians who remain in Turkey at risk, 
and that the MECC should not be involved in such a political issue. Retiring 
MECC President Hovhannes Aharonian and MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib 
spoke in support, but did not turn the tide. The compromise was proposed by 
Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch, another MECC president. 


Also in the final session, delegates took up a financial report which 
recommended that annual membership fees be raised to 500 US dollars from 1000 
Lebanese pounds (about 333 US dollars), per assembly delegate (which would 
mean a fee of 4000 US dollars for denominations with the maximum of eight 
delegates). The proposal drew opposition, and in the end it was referred, 
with other reports from various assembly committees and sections, to the MECC 
executive committee. The referred reports include recommendations about MECC 
work in areas such as women and youth, family education, Christian education, 
church-related schools, communication, and dialogue with and/or study of Islam 
and Judaisn. 
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MIDDLE EAST CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 


CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY Service 85.02.1011 
NICOSIA, Cyprus (EPS) - "The Living Hope” was the theme as 66 delegates from 


three “church families,” plus several representatives of two others, marked 
the 10th anniversary of the Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches 
during the MECC's Fourth Assembly. All together, upwards of 150 participated 
in the weeklong gathering here (13-19 February). 


The assembly issued a message (EPS 85.02.105). Also on its formal and 
informal agenda were restructuring of the council (plans for which it referred 
to its executive committee), relations between the majority Muslims and 
minority Christians in the region (including the possibility of and reasons 
for interreligious dialogue), regional ecumenical relations, concern about the 
financial and theological role of overseas mission agencies, and "“proselytism" 
(one form of which might be described as interdenominational "sheep stealing”). 


Following a closed session, it was announced that Eastern Orthodox Patriarch 
Ignatios IV of Antioch, a president since the MECC began in 1974, would 
continue in his post. Armenian [Oriental] Orthodox Catholicos Karekin II, 
succeeds Coptic [Egyptian Oriental] Orthodox Bishop Athanasios, who succeeded 
another founding president, Coptic Bishop Samuel, after he was killed in 
1982. The third founding president, Hovhannes Aharonian, an Armenian 
Evangelical and former president of the Near East School of Theology in 
Beirut, retired at this assembly. He was succeeded by Samir Kafity, bishop of 
the Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem. MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib was 
voted another tern. 


The presidents and five others from each of the three MECC church families - 
Oriental Orthodox (Coptic [Egyptian], Syrian, Armenian), Eastern Orthodox, 
(Antioch, Alexandria, Cyprus, Jerusalem), and Evangelical (Anglican, Reformed, 
Lutheran) - make up the MECC executive committee. Of the estimated 12 million 
Christians in the region, about 70 percent belong to jurisdictions in the 
MECC. Besides in Cyprus and countries which border the eastern Mediterranean, 
Middle Eastern membership of MECC jurisdictions is found in North Africa; 
Sudan; and Iran, Iraq, and other Persian Gulf states. 


Representatives of the Latin- and several Eastern- rite Catholic jurisdictions 
in the Middle East were given special recognition at the assembly. There was 
considerable talk here about their projected membership as the fourth MECC 
church family. 


Also present were two representatives of the Assyrian Church of the East, 
which has applied for MECC membership. Though ACE affirms the doctrinal basis 
of the MECC, representatives of some council members expressed reservations 
about aspects of its teaching, particularly its sympathy for Nestorius, a 
fifth-century patriarch of Constantinople who was excommunicated by the 
Council of Ephesus in 431. 


The assembly received a variety of ecumenical greetings, including messages 
from World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro and Pope John 
Paul II. Present or sending messages were the general secretaries of the All 
Africa and Caribbean Conferences of Churches, Conference of European Churches, 
and Latin American Council of Churches. Several heads of MECC member churches 
sent written greetings, and Coptic [Egyptian Oriental] Orthodox Pope Shenouda 
Til, released last month after more than three years confined by government 
action in a desert monastery, spoke via videotape. 
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MIDDLE EAST CHURCH LEADERS MEET Ecumenical Press 
AND ISSUE JOINT PASTORAL MESSAGE Service 85.02.102 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (EPS) - For the first time in centuries, church heads or their 
representatives from the five major Christian traditions in the Middle East 
met for two days of discussion and consultation (here, 12-13 February). 
Afterwards, they issued a joint pastoral message, stressing, among other 
things, Christian unity and continued Christian presence in the region. 


The gathering came on the eve of the Fourth Assembly of the Middle East 
Council of Churches (EPS 85.02.103,105,106). Issuing the message were two 
Eastern Orthodox (Antioch, Alexandria), three Oriental Orthodox (Coptic 
[Egyptian], Armenian, Syrian), six Catholic (Melkite, Armenian, Coptic, Latin, 
Maronite, Syrian), six Evangelical (Anglican (3), Reformed (2), Lutheran), and 
one Assyrian Church of the East representatives. Also present for the 
discussions, at the headquarters of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Cyprus 
were Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity; MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib; and other 
Vatican and MECC representatives. 


In their message to “dearly beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,” the 
leaders confess they “all bear responsiblity for not responding to the prayers 
of Christ for unity,” but say they all intend to “search together in order to 
achieve fellowship between our churches.” 


Noting worldwide theological dialogues which seek to “overcome” the "disparity 
between the theological positions of our churches," the leaders say the church 
in the Middle East is “called to a greater advance in our communion of love. 
--. We and you together bear the responsibility for creating an atmosphere of 
humility and trust which will enact ... the love between our churches.” 


Calling for a “constant state of spiritual renewal," the leaders say that 
requires that. each church has deep roots in the "variety of our liturgies, of 
our theological perceptions, of our spiritualities, and of our ecclesiastical 
patterns,” but also “openness to others." 

Referring to “moral problems which our society has come to know,” the leaders 
urge steadfastness for truth in the face of “many and various trials and 
temptations,” which they do not detail. "Let us advocate respect and dignity 
for man, and let us repudiate violence,” they continue. 


The leaders “invite the churches throughout the world to come to know us as we 
are, in the difficulties which test our witness," so that ecumenical 
cooperation is "pure, unblemished by condescension, and uncorrupted by vested 
interest.” 


"God desires," they continue, "that we be firmly rooted in our region, 
witnessing through sacrificial love, and ministering to all without 
prejudice. With our Muslim brothers and sisters [a majority in the region], 
we face a common destiny in which we are bound together by common ties of 
heritage and national identity.” The leaders urge that "values ... common to 
us both, such as friendship, forbearance, and equality ... be manifest not 
merely in tolerance and neighbourliness, but in authentic human encounter.” 


Habib described the church leaders' meeting as a "sign of hope for our 
people.” The assembly said their message "matched the profound feelings, 
concerns, and aspirations” of the MECC. This meeting was presented as the 
first of an occasional series, to take place perhaps as often as annually. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL LEADERS REFLECT Ecumenical Press 
ON ITS ROLE, HISTORY, PROBLEMS Service 85.02.103 


NICOSIA (Cyprus) (EPS) - In addresses to the Fourth Assembly of the Beirut- 
based Middle East Council of Churches (here, 13-19 February), its general 
secretary and one of its founding presidents reflected on the role, history, 
and problems of the decade-old regional ecumenical organization. 


Hovhannes Aharonian, a veteran Armenian Evangelical ecumenist, and former 
president of the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, reviewed the history 
of the council and its predecessor bodies. He noted the decline of a “foreign 
missions” mentality in the Middle East, where "Christians and Muslims have 
coexisted ... on a different basis than what mission boards thought.” But, he 
asked, "Were the local churches aware of their missionary calling, and ready 
to face this change from a ‘missionary church' to a ‘church with a mission' 
and assume their responsibilities accordingly?" 


He also called for more attention to Muslim-Christian issues. Such relations, 
he said, ought to be more than either “evangelization through the 
establishment of dialogue" or “simply ... peaceful co-existence.” Referring 
to a history of “confrontation with violence and massacres, of domination and 
subjugation, of defensive or offensive struggle and of survival", and singling 
out the situations in Lebanon and Egypt as "remnants of [difficult] 
Muslim-Christian relations in the Middle East", he said the MECC must "come to 
grips with this ongoing relationship within a programme of common and united 
effort.” 


Noting the importance of the particular history and traditions of the various 
groups of Middle Eastern Christians, the retiring president said the “unity of 
the church ... may also demand liberation from the slavery of history and 
traditions, rites and rituals, biblical Jliteralism or bibiolatry or 
puritanism. It may demand sacrifice to go beyond our attachment and loyalty 
to orthodoxy, ... political priorities, ... national and cultural privileges.” 

As for financial support, Aharonian said he hoped the next decade would lead 
to the discovery of a "new basis for co-operative action towards a 
self-supporting and independent existence." He suggested that in the years to 
come, the question, “How the council can assist, help, and serve the member 
churches?" ought to become “How we can together manifest the unity of the 
church, witness together, and serve together?” Such a change of orientation, 
he said, “demands basic structural changes far more than what" the assembly 
approved in principle during its meeting here. 


In his report, MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib asked whether “the 
churches who were able to overcome the historical and psychological barriers 
dividing them for centuries, and found the MECC", were able to move forward 
together “in spite of all the new problems which confront them in their 
relationships." He said Christian-Muslim relations "must be founded upon a 
concept of citizenship based on mutual respect and equality on the level of 
rights and obligations." 


Habib also criticized "the claim, founded upon the Old Testament, of a divine 
right to a particular land" because it “deliberately ignores the religious 
freedom of others and human rights in general", and "sees a particular 
religion sovereign over a pluralistic community." He said Christians' 
responsibility was to both be “concerned about their future as a community and 
as individuals” and "witness and work for the welfare of all, but build strong 
foundations for unity and equality between people, and to fashion something 
that all can value from religious pluralism." 
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9 OFFICIAL BEM RESPONSES Ecumenical Press 
SAID 'GENERALLY POSITIVE' Service 85.02.104 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches 
says initial official responses to its 1982 theological convergence text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) are "generally positive”. 


In a report this month, FOC Director Giinther Gassmann and Taizé Brother Max 
Thurian (who is working with the commission in connection with BEM response) 
add that “large sections of the document are affirmed, and criticism of 
certain perspectives is mostly formulated in a constructive, helpful way." 


Deadline for official responses is the end of 1985. So far they have come 
from the Presbyterian Church of Rwanda, Lutheran Church in America, All Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists [USSR], [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Melanesia, Baptist Union of Scotland, Covenanted Baptist Churches 
in Wales, Presbyterian Church in Cameroon, [United] Evangelical Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg, and [Anglican] Church of Ireland. 


The commission has asked representatives of all Christian traditions around 
the world to indicate whether they find in BEM "the faith of the church 
through the centuries”, and in what ways it will affect theological dialogue, 
liturgy, teaching, and other aspects of their church life. 


In lignt of criticism of BEM, tue FOC report says, there is need for "further 
clarification” in various areas, including "a still clearer presentation of 
the relationship between the unity of word and sacrament; a reaffirmation that 
it is the triune God who is active in and through the sacraments of the 
church; a clarification that the [BEM] section on the ministry is not a 
comprehensive treatise ... but is primarily concerned with controversial 
issues in the ... understanding and structure of the ordained ministry.” 


The BEM text. exists in 23 languages (English, French, German, Russian, 
Italian, Spanish, Dutch, Norwegian, Swedish, Finnish, Danish, Greek, Romanian, 
Portuguese, Arabic, Czech, Chinese, Polish, Korean, Malayalam, Hindi, 
Malagasy, Icelandic), with four others underway (Japanese, Indonesian, Thai, 
Swahili). An estimated 300,000 copies have been printed. 


Noting that many unofficial responses and comments have arrived and are 
welcome, Gassmann and Thurian observe that BEM is “now studied in thousands of 
congregations, ecumenical groups, seminaries and theological faculties, in 
women's, youth, and students' groups, and in commissions and decision-making 
bodies of the churches.” 


In recent action on BEM, the [Anglican] Church of England general synod this 
month referred it to the 44 CE dioceses for consideration, with its opinion 
that BEM reflects "the faith of the church through the ages". The synod said 
that in the light of BEM, the denomination should re-examine its teaching on 
ministry, and recommit itself to “the goal of visible unity in one faith and 
one eucharistic fellowship.” 


The synod also considered and referred to CE dioceses the final report of the 
first Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC). It said its 
sections on eucharist, and ministry/ordination were "consonant in substance 
with the faith of the Church of England.” Its judgment on ARCIC's third 
section, on church authority, was more reserved. The synod said the text 
recorded "sufficient convergence”. to allow further Anglican-Roman Catholic 
reflection on its ecumenical implications. 
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ENGLISH ANGLICANS DEBATE Ecumenical Press 
BISHOPS' ROLE IN TEACHING Service 85.02.105 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The [Anglican] Church of England's tradition of 
tolerance and comprehensiveness was reaffirmed when its synod debated during 
its meeting here (12-15 February) the controversy aroused by the denial of the 
virgin birth as a historical fact by Durham Bishop David Jenkins, and by his 
interpretation of the resurrection. 


The debate, in which Jenkins himself did not take part, though he took copious 
notes on what others were saying, showed how deep the divisions go. The 
questions about the nature of Christian belief, and the related question of 
the bishop's role in expounding and interpreting the faith, may be nothing 
new, as several speakers pointed out, but they will not go away. They will 
in fact be coming back to the synod, which asked the bishops to reflect on the 
debate and to report back. 


Opening the debate, Winchester Bishop John Taylor stressed that when we speak 
of Christ's resurrection “we are talking about a mode of being for which the 
word 'bodily' in its normal use is inappropriate and certainly ought not to be 
brandished as a test of orthodoxy”. 


But David Holloway, vicar of Jesmond, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and one of a group 
who want the Church of England to insist on belief in the virgin birth as a 
historical fact and on a fairly literal interpretation of the resurrection, 
thought there was a crisis of confidence in church leadership. “What is now 
needed is a clear statement from the archbishops and bishops reaffirming that 
they and the Church of England do believe that Jesus Christ was born of a 
virgin mother and that on the third day, when Jesus Christ rose from the dead, 
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea was empty as a result", he said. 


Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie, took an irenic line in a speech which 
could be construed as a gentle rebuke to Jenkins - but also to his vociferous 
critics. Outlining the bishop's role as the guardian of tradition, he said 
that consecration imposed a certain conservative responsibility: the bishop 
was a guarantor of historic continuity and a steward of the apostolic faith. 
But the bishop was also the interpreter of the tradition who embodied “not 
only the church's apostolic authority but also the faith, doubts, perplexities 
and aspirations of every Christian”. 


He said a vigorous church needed leadership which was a mixture of 
conservative and radical - shepherds not only to repel wolves but also to lead 
the flock to new and fertile pastures. He said a bishop must be "a bridge- 
builder who in his own thinking and teaching attempts to bestride the narrow 
worlds of mindless dogmatism ... and rootless individualism”. 


Runcie quoted advice from the late Bishop John A. T. Robinson: "The church 
must give positive witness to the fact that integrity is a more fundamental 
theological virtue than orthodoxy. ... A man of unimpeachable orthodoxy but 
uncertain integrity is a far greater threat to Christian truth than the man of 
questionable orthodoxy but undeniable integrity.” 


In other business, the synod decided to investigate whether Freemasonry was 


compatible with Christianity. It declined (159-152) a debate on _ nuclear 
weapons issues, and defeated (151-128) a motion endorsing the CE Board for 
Social Responsibility's view, in its response to a recent government study 
(EPS 85.01.44), that research be permitted on embryos up to 14 days old 
(though opposing the creation of embryos specifically for research purposes). 
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Mozambique 


(2) Sermon in Maputo Baptist church. 

(3) Soldier on patrol in Gaza Province. 

(4) Gaza Province maize crop destroyed by 
drought. 

(6) Maputo “green zone” agricultural co- 
operative member proudly displays some of 
her coop’s produce. 
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Tanzania 


(1) With village food stores depleted or 
completely exhausted, this woman relies on 
handouts from relatives to feed her family of 
Six. 

(5) Private video at Kolondoto hospital 
fascinates young patients. (Deemed a mixed 
blessing by the government, television has 
not yet made its entry on the Tanzanian 
scene.) 

(7) In this drought-ravaged area near the 


Kenyan border, a Masai boy has the serious: 


responsibility of tending the cattle. 


Mozambique 


(2) Prédication a l’église baptiste de Maputo. 
(3) Soldat en patrouille dans la province de 
Gaza. 

(4) Récolte de mais détruite parla sécheresse 
dans la province de Gaza. 

(6) Les fruits du travail d’une coopérative 
agricole dans la «zone verte» de Maputo. 


Tanzanie 


(1) Les réserves de vivres du village étant 
épuisées, cette femme doit compter sur la 
charité de quelques parents pour nourrir sa 
famille de six personnes. 

(5) A I’hdépital de Kolondoto, les jeunes 
malades sont fascinés par un magnétoscope. 
(Le gouvernement n’étant pas persuadé des 
bienfaits de la télévision, celle-ci n’a pas 
encore fait son entrée surla scéne tanzanienne)) 
(7) Dans cette région ravagée par la séche- 
resse pres de la frontiére kényenne, un jeune 
Masai porte la lourde responsabilité de la 
garde du troupeau. 


(9) 2849-17 


Mosambik 


(2) Predigt in der Baptistenkirche von Ma 
(3) Ein Soldat auf Patrouille in der Pre 
Gaza. | 
(4) Die Maisfelder in der Provinz Gaza| 
durch die Duirre zerstért worden. 
(6) Ein Mitglied der landwirtschaftlic 
Genossenschaft “Griine Zone” in Mal 
zeigt voller Stolz einige der Erzeugn 
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sania 


1n die Regale im Dorfladen leer und 
orrate erschopft sind, dann bleiben 
Frau nur noch Lebensmittelgaben 
erwandten, um die sechskopfige 
zu ernahren. 

jungen Patienten im Krankenhaus 
ondoto sind fasziniert von der privaten 
\nlage. (Da die Regierung das Fern- 
flr einen zweifelhaften Segen halt, 
in Tansania noch kein Fernsehen.) 
isem von der Trockenheit heimgesuchten 
unweit der kenianischen Grenze hat 
Nasai-Junge die schwere Verantwortung, 
Ah zu huten. 
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Like rural children all over Africa, 
} water is only one of the many essential 
performed by these Chibuto youngsters. 
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(10, 11) But, in contrast to many children in 
other parts of Africa, Mozambican children 
also go to school, even if, as in this village in 
Gaza Province, the school has not yet been 
built and classes are held out-of-doors. 


Inthe town of Chibuto : (12) Safety-helmeted 
worker, (13) empty store shelves (acommon 
sight in Mozambique) and (15) children 
ploughing. 


(14) Small boy with his oxen in Inhambane 
Province. 


Hunger 


(16,17, 18,19, 20, 21,22) Several years of 
severe drought compounded by civil war 
have forced many to abandon their homes 
and flock to food relief distribution centres 
where, living under trees or in rudimentary 
shelters, they wait for supplies to arrive. 


Town and country 


(23) Anglican church, Maputo. 

(24) Baptist pastor, Chibuto. 

(25) Inhambane. 

(26) In Mabote, a small boy shows fruit- 
kernels which, ground to a powder and cooked 
to make a gruel, constitute his family’s only 
food. 

(27) In a country where public transport is 
scarce and the road system rudimentary, 
those who depend on public transport can 
expecta wait of many hours as these Chibuto 
bus passengers know. 

(28) By far the majority of the members of 
this agricultural cooperative in Maputo’s 
“green zone” are women. 

(29) Unique in a small country town like 
Inhambane and an unusual sight anywhere 
in Mozambique’s “backblocks” — a shop 
selling records. 
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Life in the capital city 


(30) Some of Maputo’s (in this case, some- 
what solemn) children. 

(31) Residential highrise. 

(32) FRELIMO mural forms backdrop to 
children’s gymnastics. 

(33) By 9 a.m., stalls in Maputo’s official 
market are almost bare. | 
(34) Queuing for cabbages. 
(35) Forthose who can pay in foreign currency, 

this supermarket carries a wide range of 
imported consumer goods. 

(36) Government anti-smoking campaign 
poster. 

(37) Cheerful crowd of cleaners on their way 
home from work. 

(38) Two of the small number of Portuguese 
colonials who stayed on in Mozambique 
after the revolution. 
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(16) 2850-25 (17) 2851-31 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Enfants 


(8, 9) Pour ces jeunes Chibutos comme 
pour tous les enfants de la campagne africaine, 
la corvée d’eau fait partie des travaux quoti- 
diens indispensables 4 la vie. 

(10,11) Ala différence de nombreux enfants 
d'autres régions d’Afrique, les enfants 
mozambicains vont aussi a |’école méme si 
la classe se tient en plein air faute de local, 


comme dans ce village de la province de 
Gaza. 
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Dans laville de Chibuto : (12) Ouvrier coiffé 
de son casque de protection. (13) Dans les 
magasins les rayons sont souvent vides. 
(15) Enfants au labour. 


(14) Un jeune garcon de la province 
d'Inhambane garde son boeuf. 


La faim: 


(16,17,18,19,20, 21,22) Plusieurs années 
de grande sécheresse et la guerre civile ont 
contraint beaucoup de gens a abandonner 
leurs maisons et leurs troupeaux pour aller 
se réfugier dans des centres de distribution 
alimentaire. A l'’ombre des arbres ou dans 
des abris de fortune, ils attendent l’arrivée 
des secours. 


(18) 2850 - 22 
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| 
Villes et campagnes : 


(23) Eglise anglicane a Maputo. 

(24) Pasteur baptiste, Chibuto. 

(25) Inhambane. 

(26) Mabote : cette poignée de noyau 
fruits €crasée en poudre permettra de fe 
de la bouillie. Elle constitue la seule nourrit 
de la famille. 

(27) Dans un pays ou les transports publ 
sont rares et le réseau routier rudimenta 
ces passagers devront attendre l’autobus 
Chibuto pendant des heures. 

(28) Les membres de cette coopéra 
agricole de la «zone verte» de Maputo $i 
pour la plupart des femmes. 

(29) Dans les campagnes reculées 
Mozambique, il est rare de tomber sur 
commerce de disques : en voici un a Inhamba 


(23) 2845-7 
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La vie dans la capitale 


(30) Le regard sérieux des enfants de Maputo. 
(31) Tours d’habitation. 

(32) Peinture murale du FRELIMO alarriére- 
plan d’une salle de gymnastique. 


(29) 2861 - 24 


(33) A 9h du matin, les étalages du marché 
officiel de Maputo sont presque vides. 

(34) Des citadins fontla queue pour acheter 
des choux. 

(35) Pour ceux qui peuvent payer en devises 
étrangéres, ce supermarché offre un vaste 
éventail de biens de consommation. 

(36) Affiche pour la campagne publicitaire 
anti-tabac du gouvernement. 

(37) Apres le travail, des nettoyeurs rentrent | 
chez eux en chantant. 

(38) Seule une minorité d’anciens colons 
portugais est restée au Mozambique apres 
la révolution. 


Pe, 


(30) 2847 -6 


Biseaeoeesiee” 


MOSAMBIK 


Kinder 


(8,9) Wie Uberall in Afrika haben auchdiese 
Kinder und Jugendlichen in Chibuto neben 
vielen anderen wichtigen Aufgaben die des 
Wasserholens. 


(10, 11) Im Unterschied jedoch zu 
in vielen anderen Teilen Afrikas ge 
Kinder in Mosambik zur Schule — 
wenn diese noch nicht gebaut ist 
diesem Dorf in der Provinz Gaza) | 
Unterricht im Freien stattfindet. 


Bilder aus Chibuto : (12) Arbeiter mit 
helm, (13) leere Ladenregale (wie fa 
all in Mosambik) und (15) Kinder beim 


(14) Ein kleiner Junge mit seinem | 
in der Provinz Inhambane. 


Hunger 


(16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22) Jah 
strenge Trockenheit hat zusammen r 
Burgerkrieg viele Menschen gezw 
Haus und Herde zu verlassen, um in Na 
mittel-Verteilungszentren im Schatt 
Baume oder in primitivsten Unterkun 
das Eintreffen von Lebensmitteln zu 


(32) 2866 


(35) Wer in Devisen zahlen kann, findet in 
diesem Supermarkt eine grosse Auswahl 
von importierten Konsumgutern. 

(36) Plakat, mitdem die Regierung thre Anti- 
Zigaretten-Kampagne durchfuhrt. 

(37) Ein frohliches “Besenballet’ auf dem 
Heimweg. 

(38) Zwei der wenigen Portugiesinnen und 
Portugiesen, die nach der Revolution in 
Mosambik geblieben sind. 


Se 
(35) 2866 - 37 
und Land 


likanische Kirche in Maputo. 
Baptistenpfarrer in Chibuto. 
mbane. 

<leiner Junge in Mabote zeigt eine 
> Fruchtkerne, die gemahlen und 
Brei gekocht die einzige Nahrung 
milie darstellen. 

nem Land, wo es nur wenige Offent- 
kehrsmittel und ein rudimentares 
etz gibt, kann es (wie hier in Chibuto) 
yern, bis ein Bus kommt. 

taus die meisten Mitglieder der 
ischaft “Grune Zone” in Maputo 
en. 

nalig in einer kleinen Provinzstadt 
bane und allgemein recht ungewohn- 
osambikanischen “Hinterland” — 
Iplattengeschaft. 


(36) 2867 - 11 


baro ¢ acce 
= cust Sap 


8 800054; 
Fe Spine 4 ——— 

Bigs an 
Apeae + 2 cag 

codices 


eee OBOOMT@ doce y 


eben in der Haupstadt 


Jer in Maputo (hier etwas feierlich...). 
Wohnblocke werden immer hoher. 
ler turnen vor einer Wand mit FRELIMO- 
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Jen 9 Uhr morgens sind die Stande 
Markt von Maputo schon wieder leer. 
langestehen fur Weisskonl. 
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TANZANIA 


Food, water and fuel 


(39, 40, 42, 45) Women and children in 
Imalio, Mwanza district, must beg for food to 
Survive. 


Mwaweja village, Shinyanga district: (41) 
This woman, reduced to foraging for food, 
shows the grassshoppers she has caught to 
feed her family of five. 

(43) Woman collects water from hole dug in 
the sandy soil after the reservoir dried up. 
(44) Small boy sells the firewood he has 
spent all day collecting. 


Health care 


(49,51,52) Mukula hospital, Mwanza district, 
was built by the African Inland Church. Atthe 
MCH clinic, children are weighed and 
vaccinated. 

(48) Construction continues at the hospital. 


(47) Twice a week, health extension workers 
from the hospital visit a small clinic in a 
neighbouring village. 


Asmall clinic has been opened in the grounds 
of the Majahida Bible schoo! near Mwanza: 
(46) Clinic patient awaits his turn. 

(50) While in labour, this young woman 
walked for two days to be delivered at the 
Clinic. 


Rural life 


(53) Lacking any useful employment, these 
men while away their time in this cotton ware- 
house at Imalio, near Mwanza. 

(54) Village near Shinyanga. 

(55, 56) Those who can do so take their 
grain to be ground at this mill near Mwanza. 
(58) Although vehicle maintenance in 
Tanzania is complicated by the shortage of 
parts, petrol and tyres, transportis in desperate- 
ly short supply and Owning a truck is thus a 
Sure way of making a fortune. 

(57) Masai woman. 


(40) 2830-8 


(43) 2835-5 


Arusha 


(59, 62) Daily dust storms are a feature of 
the dry season. 

(60) Studying the coming attraction at the 
Arusha cinema. 

(61) Masai herd boy. 

(63) With food at official prices in short 
Supply, unofficial “black” markets like this 
one near Arusha do a flourishing trade. 
(64) Farm children. 

(65) Bicycles outnumber cars in Arusha. 


People 


(66) Young inhabitant of Ukenyenge village, 
Shinyanga district. 

(67) Woman of Mwaweja village, Shinyanga. 
(68, 69, 70) Children enjoy their regular 
visits to a village MCH clinic in the Mwanza 
district, run by extension workers from a 
nearby church-related hospital. 

(71) Oldtimer from Majahida, near Mwanza, 
remembers when trees abounded in what is 
now barren terrain and youngsters waited 
until they had reached their thirties before 
marrying. 


(41) 2834-24 


(44) 2832-18 


% 


(39) 282 


TANZANIE 


Vivres, eau et combustit 


(39, 40, 42, 45) A Imalio dans le distr 
Mwanza, des femmes et des enfants dc 
mendier pour survivre. 


Village de Mwaweja, district de Shinya 
(41) Cette femme en est réduite a att 
des sauterelles pour nourrir sa famill 
Cinq personnes. 

(43) Pour trouver de l’eau, il faut puiser 
un trou creusé dans le sol sableux. 
(44) Un jeune garcon vend le bois qi 
passé la journée a ramasser. 


(42) 2830. 


La vie rurale 


(53) Ces hommes au chomage passent tout 
leur temps dans un entrepdt de coton a 
Imalio, pres de Mwanza. 

(54) Un village, pres de Shinyanga. 

(55, 56) Tous ceux qui en ont les moyens 
viennent faire moudre leur grain ace moulin, 
pres de Mwanza. 

(58) En Tanzanie ou les moyens de trans- 
port sonttrés précaires, le plus sUr moyen de 
faire fortune est de posséder un camion, 
méme s'il est difficile de trouver des pieces 


Arusna 


(59, 62) Pendant la saison séche, les 
tempétes de poussiere sont fréquentes. 
(60) Le cinéma d’Arusha annonce le pro- 
gramme de la semaine. 

(61) Jeune berger Masai. 

(63) Lorsqu’il y a pénurie de vivres au prix 
officiel, les marchés noirs prospérent. Celui- 
ci se trouve pres d’Arusha. 

(64) Enfants de paysans. 

(65) A Arusha il y a plus de bicyclettes que 
de voitures. 


de rechange, des pneus et de l’essence. 
(57) Femme Masai. 


(47) 2825-7 


(46) 2827 - 20 


s de sante 


. 52) L’hdpital de Mukula, dans le 
e Mwanza, a été construit par |’Eglise 
de l’intérieur (African Inland Church). 
ce des soins maternels et infantiles, 
et on vaccine les enfants. 
continue la construction de |’hépital. 


Les gens 


(66) Jeune habitant du village d’Ukenyenge, 
district de Shinyanga. 
(67) Femme du village de Mwaweja, Shinyanga. 
(68, 69, 70) Les enfants se réjouissent de 
leur visite au dispensaire de soins maternels 
- : | et infantiles ou ils se rendent réguliérement. 

; mee) i“ Situé dans un village du district de Mwanza, 
uvert un petit dispensaire sur les le dispensaire est dirigé par les agents 
de l’école biblique de Majahida, sanitaires d’un hdpital de la région qui 
Mwanza: appartient a |’Eglise. 

patient du dispensaire attend son (71) Un vieillard se souvient du temps ou le 
paysage stérile était couvert d’arbres et ou 
les jeunes gens devaient attendre d’avoir 
trente ans pour se marier. 


ux fois par semaine, des agents 
1s de I’hdpital se rendent a un petit 
aire situé dans l'un des villages du 


tte jeune femme a fait deux jours de 
pour venir accoucher au dispensaire. 


823-2 


TANSANIA 


Nahrungsmittel, Wasser 
und Brennmaterial 


(39, 40, 42, 45) Um zu tiberleben, miissen 
die Frauen und Kinder in Imalio, Bezirk 
Mwanza, betteln. 


Das Dorf Mwaweja im Bezirk Shinyanga: 
(41) Diese Frau, die auf der Suche nach 
Nahrungsmitteln war, zeigt die Grasshipfer, 
die sie fur ihre funfk6pfige Familie gefangen 
hat. 


(43) Eine Frau schdépft Wasser aus dem 
Loch, das man in den sandigen Boden 
gegraben hat, nachdem das Wasserreservoir 
ausgetrocknet ist. 

(44) Dieser kleine Junge verkauft das 
Brennholz, das er den ganzen Tag lang 
gesammelt hat. 


Gesundheitsversorgung 


(49, 51, 52) Das Krankenhaus von Mukula 
im Bezirk Mwanza ist von der Afrikanischen 
Inland-Kirche gebaut worden. In der MCH- 
Ambulanz (Gesundheitsversorgung von Mutter 
und Kind) werden Kinder gewogen und geimpft. 
(48) Am Krankenhaus wird noch weitergebaut. 


(47) Zweimal in der Woche kommt das 
Gesundhspersonal des Krankenhauses in 
die Ambulanzstation eines Nachbardorfes. 


(55) 2831-15 


(56) 2831-18 


(53) 2829 


Auf dem Grundstlck der Bibelschule 
Majahida bei Mwanza ist eine kleine Ambule 
station erdffnet worden: 
(46) Ein Patient wartet geduldig, bis ef 
der Reihe ist. 
(50) Schon in den Wehen, ist diese F 
noch zwei Tage gewandert, um ihr Kine 
der Ambulanzstation zur Welt zu bring 


(57) 2839 - 


(58) 2835 - 


illeben 


i sie keine sinnvolle Beschaftigung 
vertrodeln diese Manner die Zeit in 
_agerhaus fur Baumwolle in Imalio 
anza. 

1 Dorf bei Shinyanga. 

) Wer kann, bringt sein Korn zu dieser 
n der Nahe von Mwanza. 

jar ist die Wartung von Autos in 
ia recht schwierig, da Ersatzteile, 
ind Reifen Knapp sind, doch sind die 
tmdglichkeiten dermassen beschrankt, 
rjenige, der einen Lastwagen besitzt, 
rt ein Vermdgen verdient. 

ve Masai-Frau. 


ha 


In der Trockenzeit kommtes taglich 
ystUrmen. 
S neue Kino-Programm in Arusha. 
1 Masai-Hutejunge. 

die Lebensmittel zu offiziellen 
knapp sind, bluht das Geschaft auf 
len Schwarzmarkten wie diesem bei 


\der auf einer Farm. 
Arusha fahren mehr Fahrrader als 


(63) 2840-8 


(59) 2840 - 21 


(62) 2841-12A 


(60) 2837-10 


(61) 2841-21A 


Menschen 


(66) Ein junger Dorfoewohner aus Ukenyenge 
im Bezirk Shinyanga. 

(67) Eine Frau aus dem Dorf Mwaweja, 
Shinyanga. 

(68, 69, 70) Die Kinder kommen gern regel- 
massig in die MCH-Ambulanzstation, die in 
einem Dorf im Bezirk Mwanza von einer 
Aussendienstmitarbeiterin des in der Nahe 
gelegenen kirchlichen Krankenhauses geleitet 
wird. 

(71) Einalter Mann aus Majahida bei Mwanza 
erinnert sich noch daran als auf dem oden 
Land, das man heute sieht, Baume standen 
und die jungen Leute warteten, bis sie dreissig 
waren, ehe sie heirateten. 


(65) 2837-4 


(67) 2836 - 20 


MOZAMBIQUE/TANZANIA 


These pictures were taken during a visit to 
Mozambique and Tanzania by WCC photo- 
grapher Peter Williams in October 1984. 
Stories from the trip (by WCC/CICARWS 
communications coordinator Katie Keller on 
Tanzania and John Montagu of Christian Aid 
on Mozambique) are available from the WCC 
Communication Department, 


(68) 2825-31 


(66) 2833-16A 


MOZAMBIQUE/TANZANIE 


Ces photos ont été prises par Peter Williams, 
photographe du COE, lors d'un voyage effectué 
au Mozambique et en Tanzanie en octobre 
1984. On peut se procurer des articles surce 
voyage aupres du Département de com- 
munication du COE (rédigés par Katie Keller, 
coordinatrice de la communication de la 
CESEAR, COE, sur la Tanzanie, et par John 
Montagu de |’Organisation «Christian Aid», 
sur le Mozambique). 


(69) 2825-17 
- 4 


Price: SFr. 10.— per print plus 
SFr. 15.— handling charge per order 
(including air mail postage). 


Prix: FS 10.— par épreuve plus 
FS 15.— par commande pour les 
frais d’'administration et d’envoi 
(y compris le port par avion). 


Preis: SFr.10.—pro Abzug zuziglich 
SFr. 15.— Bearbeiturgsgebuhren 
pro Auftrag (inkl. Luftpostporto). 


(70) 2824-22 


MOSAMBIK/TANSANI 


Die Aufnahmen wurden vom ORK-P 
graphen Peter Williams im Oktober 198 
einer Reise durch Mosambik und Tan: 
gemacht. Artikel Uber diese Reise (vo 
ORK/CICARWS-Informationsreferentin 
Keller zu Tansania und von John Mor 
von Christian Aid zu Mosambik) kénne 
der ORK-Kommunikationsabteilung be 
werden. 


(71) 2828 - 200 


These, and photos illustrating many other 
subjects, are available from: 


On peut se procurerces photos (et d’autres 
illustrant un grand nombre de sujets) 
aupres du: 


Diese sowie weitere Fotos zu vielen 
anderen Themen sind zu beziehen iiber: 


World Council of Churches 
Communication Department 
Visual Arts Section 


P.O. Box No. 66 
150 route de Ferney 
CH-1211 Geneva 20 


Telephone: (022) 91 61 46 
Telex: 23423 OIK CH 
Cable: OIKOUMENE GENEVA 
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SHOPTALK (52/08) 


The first 1985 issue (no. 102) of the WCC magazine One World is a “portrait in 
words and pictures of a year in the life of the World Council of Churches,” 

including the period from August 1983 till the end of last year. At 64 pages, 
it is nearly three times the usual One World length. The issue includes a 
part-by-part description of the WCC and its work, a list of WCC central 
committee and staff members, and a two-page "1984 in review.” Copies cost 5 
Swiss francs, 2.25 US dollars, or 1.65 UK pounds, with discounts available for 
quantities of 10 or more. Contact WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: 


A situation report (no. 13) on Ghana - drought/famine. 


A situation report (no. 20) on Ethiopia - drought and displaced 
persons. 


A situation report (no. 1) on Sudan ~ refugees influex 1985. 


Photo Oikoumene is included with this issue. Apologies to those who were 
expecting it with the previous issue (which, accordingly, was reduced in 
size), but we did not learn it would not be ready until the last EPS was being 
printed. Feature material for use with this Photo Oikoumene is available from 
Katie Keller, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


All Africa Press Service, news and features service of Nairobi-based Africa 
Church Information Service, celebrates its sixth anniversary this month. It 
is an important source for EPS. We wish it and its staff, led by Editor-in- 
Chief Richard Lazarus Sakala, many years of service as religion journalists. 


WCC Central Committee: This year's meeting is in Buenos Aires, 28 July-8 
August. Information for journalists who wish to attend will be included in 
EPS. 


Julio de Santa Ana, former director of the WCC Commission on the Churches’ 
Participation in Development, has been appointed rector of Isedet, the 
ecumenical theological school in Buenos Aires. He takes up his new post at 
the beginning of next year. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: KARACHI (EPS, 8 April 1960) - The 
Baptist Union of Pakistan withdrew from church union negotiations [which led 
in 1971 to formation of the (United) Church of Pakistan]. 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: STOCKHOLM (EPS, 8 April 1960) - Three 
women became the first female priests of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden. The 
denomination was divided over the issue. sf 


FINNS DISCUSS Ecumenical Press 
HERESY CHARGES Service 85.03.01 


HELSINKI (EPS) - Some pastors in the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland 
(SELK) have asked that Heikki Rdisdnen, a pastor and New Testament professor 
at the University of Helsinki, be disciplined for alleged heresy. According 
to a report from the SELK Information Centre, the pastors say Rdisdnen “denies 
divine incarnation, Jesus Christ's reconciliation and historical resurrection, 
the fact that the apostolic church was founded by Jesus, and that Jesus 
instituted baptism and gave us a command to make disciples of all nations.” 


The centre reports [22 February] the letter “stimulated lively public debate 
on the subject of critical interpretations of the Bible in relation to the 
doctrine and confession of the church." Addressing the Lutheran bishops' 
conference [12 February], Turku Archbishop John Vikstr6m emphasized that 
"nobody can determine in advance what kinds of results research should lead 
to. It is also quite obvious that no research result can be corrected on the 
basis of [the church's] confession.” But the centre also reported the primate 
“reminded his colleagues of the limitations that must be observed in relation 
to methods, especially where the faith of the church is concerned.” 


The professor's bishop, Samuel Lehtonen of Helsinki, says he is having 
discussions with Rdisdnen. “Everything possible must be done to avoid trials 
relating to the doctrine and confession of the church", Lehtonen said, adding 
that the professor “enjoys the freedom that is the inalienable right of all 
scientific researchers. It is equally obvious”, the bishop continued, “that a 
pastor performing his ministry in the church must adhere to the confession of 
the church, to which he has committed himself at his ordination." 


EPS 


BOESAK SUSPENDED WHILE Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH LOOKS INTO CHARGE Service 85.03.02 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - South African theologian Allan Boesak has been suspended 
as a minister in the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) in the wake of 
allegations about a relationship between him and a woman, Di Scott. The 
interim suspension is pending a decision (expected 12 March) from a regional 
unit (Ring) of the NGSK on the substance of the charges. 


Rumours about the relationship have circulated for some time. The South 
African Council of Churches, of which Boesak is senior vice-president, 
announced at the beginning of the year that it was looking into the stories, 
while denouncing South African authorities for spreading them (EPS 84.01.48). 
Boesak, married and father of four, is a leading opponent of the South African 
system of race separation with white supremacy (apartheid). He is also a 
university chaplain and president of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches. Scott has worked for the SACC. 


At a rally last month, Boesak said he had “notified my church a relationship 
exists". He said he and Scott “have been working very closely together over 
the past year. She has been of invaluable support for my work.” He did not 
elaborate on the nature of the relationship. 


In Geneva, World Council of Churches communication director Coenraad Boerma 
said the WCC hoped for a "Christian and human solution for all involved. ... 
We denounce all those who use these personal matters, which we regret as well, 
to confuse the fight of the churches against apartheid.” 


EPS 


GDR STATE AND CHURCH HEADS Ecumenical Press 
AGREE ON FURTHER MEETINGS Service 85.03.03 


BERLIN (EPS) - Following a meeting (11 February) between Erich Honecker, who 
chairs the state council of the [East] German Democratic Republic, and 
Johannes Hempel, the Lutheran bishop who chairs the GDR Evangelical (United 
and Lutheran) church leaders' conference (CECL), it was announced there would 
be further high-level meetings between church and state represenatives, 


The CECL sought the meeting, reportedly to give renewed visibility to a policy 
of church-state conversation inaguarated in March 1978, accompanied by 
assurances about equal rights, respect, and Opportunities for all GDR 
citizens, regardless of religious beliefs. (About half the population is 
counted as Christian.) The future meetings are to take up various unresolved 
problems, which were not specified in reports about this meeting. 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
STAFF CHANGES Service 85.03.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - Seven staff changes are taking place at the World Council of 
Churches, the ecumenical organization which groups 303 denominations in more 
than 100 countries from all major Christian traditions except Roman Catholic. 


From 1 March, Franklin Canelos C. is director of the WCC's Ecumenical Church 
Loan Fund. He has been its associate director since 1982. From 1978 until 
then he was its Ecuador project director. A Lutheran, he succeeds Reginald 
Stober, who returned to banking work in Sierra Leone early this year. 


Later this year, Carlos Alberto Sintado becomes programme secretary for 
development, succeeding Coenraad Boerma, now WCC communication director. 
Sintado, a presbyter of the Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina, has 
been WCC youth director since 1982. Succeeding him is Heikki Huttunen, former 
secretary general of the Finnish Orthodox Student Association. Huttunen is a 
deacon of the Orthodox Church in Finland. 


From 1 June, Elizabeth Ferris is refugee study and interpretation secretary. 

A Quaker, she is now assistant professor of political science at Lafayette 
College (Easton, Pennsylvania, US). She succeeds Carl Nielsen, now secretary 
for world service programme implementation at the Lutheran World Federation. 


From 1 April, Nicole Fischer is secretary for relationships in mission, 
succeeding Gwen Cashmore, now WCC director for renewal and congregational 
life. A former missionary of the Paris Evangelical Mission Society in Zambia 
(1956-64), Fischer is president of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian 
Women and former president of the exeutive committee of the National 
[Reformed] Protestant Church of Geneva. 


Later this year, Cyris Hee-Suk Moon (Presbyterian Church of Korea) becomes a 
lecturer at the WCC Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, succeeding Hans Goedeking, 
now a parish pastor in Federal [West] Germany. Since 1972, Moon has been on 
the staff of Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Seoul, most recently: (since 
1980) as professor and chair in the Old Testament department. 


From 1 March, Daniel Dufour Mirassou is the WCC's second Spanish translator (a 
new post). A Uruguyan Roman Catholic, he has more than a decade of 
international translation experience. 


EPS 


PRISON TERM FOR GREEK Ecumenical Press 
EVANGELICALS PROTESTED Service 85.03.05 


ATHENS (EPS) - Officers of the Pan-Hellenic Evangelical Alliance have 
protested prison terms of 42 months and fines equivalent to 900 US dollars 
given to each of three men in Greece on charges they tried to force a teenager 
to become a Protestant. 


The three are free pending appeal. The suit against them for proselytism was 
filed by the mother of Kostas Kotopoulos, who, when her son began attending a 
Pentecostal church, accused the three of brainwashing and bribing him to make 
him leave Eastern Orthodoxy. (Most Greek Christians are Orthodox.) 

In its statement, the alliance said the verdict indicates that Greece, “the 
land where democracy was born", is returning to the "dark ages". It says laws 
under which the three were charged were “enacted to protect the Orthodox state 
church and suppress the freedom of religious minorities during the dark age of 
the Metaxas dictatorship. These laws have remained unchanged by the current 
"democratic government'.” 


President of the alliance is Stelios Kaloterakis, a pastor in and former 
moderator of the Greek Evangelical Church. The three who were convicted are 
Costas Macris, director of the Hellenic Missionary Union, here, Don Stevens, 
director of maritime ministries for Youth with a Mission (YWAM), and Allan 
Williams, chaplain of the YWAM ship Anastasis. 


EPS 


UNICEF AND WCC LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
SEE JOINT COOPERATION Service 85.03.06 


GENEVA (EPS) - Following an official visit from Unicef Executive Director 
James Grant to the headquarters of the World Council of Churches (19 
February), he and WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said they looked forward 
to future collaboration between the two organizations. The WCC groups 303 
member denominations from all major Christian traditions except Roman Catholic 
in more than 100 countries. Unicef is a UN specialized agency principally 
concerned with child survival and development. 


During the visit, according to a communiqué issued later, Grant outlined three 
areas of Unicef work which he thought would benefit from the WCC's “vast 
network of relationships with churches around the world” - “the campaign 
against diarrhoea through the very effective use of low-cost oral rehydration 
therapy; the campaign to immunize all the children of the world by the year 
1990, and the use which could be made of modern communications technologies 
for health education.” 


For his part, Castro expressed support for the universal child immunization 
effort, and said he would seek to ensure that the WCC constituency is 
“mobilized towards bringing about a child survival and development revolution.” 


EPS 
East European church help for Ethiopia drought victims EPS 85.03.07 
GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission 


(CICARWS) has received a contribution of 10,500 US dollars from churches in 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary for aid to drought victims in Ethiopia. Collected 
in parishes in the two countries, the money was sent via the Prague-based 
Christian Peace Conference. 


EPS 


SOCIOLOGISTS STUDY Ecumenical Press 
CHILE EVANGELICALS Service 85.03.08 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Rome-based Inter Press Service. ] 


SANTIAGO (EPS/Luis Mella Ramos) - More than 500 evangelical organizations and 
over 1000 evangelical churches or groups exist in Chile according to a study 


by sociologists Arturo Chacon and Humberto Lagos. The Chilean evangelical 
population comes from all parts of the country and from all walks of life, and 
accounts for more than one Chilean in eight, the study says. The 


sociologists say the number of evangelicals in the armed forces has shown a 
notable rise, particularly among lower ranks, to 14 percent of the total. 


The authors describe the study as a “preliminary estimate of the social 
universe of Chilean Protestant Evangelicalism”. Census statistics on the 
number of evangelicals in the country and their geographic distribution exist 
only for 1970. The 1980 census did not include questions on religion to 
“respect the decision of every Chilean to belong to the creed he chooses". 


EPS 
Schillebeeckx: no retraction EPS 35.03.09 
AMSTERDAM (EPS) - Dutch Roman Catholic theologian Edward Schillebeeckx has 


disputed reports he has retracted his teaching that persons other than priests 
or bishops may preside at the eucharist under some circumstances (EPS 
85.02.05). The reports were based on Vatican publication of a letter from him 
after its investigation of certain portions of Schillebeeckx' 1980 book on 
church office. The Belgian-born Dominican, whose second book on church office 
was published in January, said last month in De Tijd magazine that he agreed 
only “to take account of criticisms" of his teaching on this point. He also 
characterized as unfair "Rome's accusation” that he teaches that any layperson 
at any time may preside at the eucharist. Said Schillebeeckx: "I have only 
publicly enquired whether in extreme situations - for example, because of an 
acute shortage of priests - the church might make an exception for particular 
groups", such as catechists or pastoral workers, who would then need an 
appropriate authorization to preside at the sacrament. 


70 percent of Norwegians said to believe in God EPS 85.03.10 
OSLO (EPS) - More than percent of Norwegians are on the rolls of the 


[Lutheran] Church of Norway, but surveys of Norwegians over 18 reported [15 
February] by Church of Norway News suggest (CNN) that 70 percent of Norwegians 
believe in God, and 19 percent say God is important in their lives. CNN also 
reports a survey which suggests that Christian faith and life are “far more 
important among working class people" than the church leadership has believed. 


More USSR Baptist reconciliation steps reported EPS 85.03.11 
KIEV (EPS) - European Baptist Press Service reports [5 February] from here 


that “leaders of different Baptist groups in the Soviet Union have taken 
another major step in their reconciliation efforts" during a special worship 
service at Puchov Street Baptist Church here involving representatives of 
administratively-separate congregations, and international Baptist 
representatives. The congregation used to be that of evangelist Georgi Vins, 
one-time prisoner in the Soviet Union, now living in the US. 


Hungarian ministry to drifters EPS 85.03.12 
BUDAPEST (EPS) — Hungarian Church Press reports [15 February] growing interest 


in a programme of the Ecumnical Council of Churches in Hungary to minister to 
young people adrift and without orientation in society”. 


EPS 


Swedish church board urges SA divestment EPS 85.03.13 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - The central board of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) 
urged (14 February) the SK general assembly to withdraw all SK investments and 
liquidate all shares in companies doing business in South Africa or Namibia. 
SK bodies hold shares worth an estimated 77 million Swedish kronor in 
companies doing business in South Africa. 


Charges against SA RC archbishop dropped EPS. Go. Oks be 
PRETORIA (EPS) - The prosecution dropped (18 February) charges against Denis 


Hurley, Roman Catholic archbishop of Durban and president of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops' Conference. He was charged with slandering the 
South African police by reading a statement at a news conference in February 
1983 about atrocities committed against Namibian civilians by a police 
counter-insurgency unit. The prosecution withdrew the charges at the opening 
of his trial, on grounds that a tape recording of Hurley's statement convinced 
the prosecution that “he did not contravene section 27b of the police act”. 
At a news conference afterwards, Hurley voiced mixed feelings about the 
cancellation, saying the trial would have made it possible for the defence to 
present a “devastating collection of findings concerning murders, assaults, 
rapes, and robberies by the security forces and Koevoet [the police unit].” 


Anglican archbishop protests Nigerian church burnings EPS 85.03.15 
LAGOS (EPS) - Nigerian Anglican Archbishop Timothy Olufosoye says that after 


21 church buildings were destroyed by arson in a mostly Muslim northern 
Nigeria, authorities are denying construction and planning permits to rebuild 
many of them because they are said to be too near mosques. ‘We have tried to 
convince the authorities to let us rebuild on the same premises", Olufosoye 
said, "but their argument is that tension would rise if the churches are too 
close. But our argument is that we have had churches standing in these places 
for years.” Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service says “the arson 
is believed to be part of the ongoing Islamization process launched by a 
number of Arab countries in black Africa.” 


1986 Christian unity prayer material distributed EPS 85.03.16 
GENEVA (EPS) — Theme of the 1986 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) is 
“you shall be my witnesses”, based on the biblical book, Acts of the Apostles, 
chapter 1, verses 6-8. Prepared initially by a local ecumenical group in 
Ljubljana (Slovenia/Yugoslavia), material for the week distributed by the 
World Council of Churches includes an ecumenical service of the word of God, 
suggested ecumenical activities, and thematic suggestions for the eight days. 
It was revised by an international ecumenical preparatory group under the 
auspices of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order and the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. WPCU is generally celebrated 18-25 January or 
during the days around Pentecost, a Christian feast 50 days after Easter. 


US Lutheran bishops oppose further budget cuts for poor EPSi 85% O3¢ dl 
WESWINCTON-(EPS) — The 33 yegional and three national bishops of the American 
Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church in America, and Association of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches issed (14 February) a statement on “our poor and the 
national budget". In it, they oppose further cuts in the US budget for 
programmes to help the poor and unemployed and stress the importance of 
helping poor and hungry people in developing countries.” The Reagan 
administration has proposed a 1986 budget which includes a range of cutbacks 
or eliminations in non-military programmes. The bishops' statement makes no 
specific reference to the budget proposal. 


EPS 


Polish bishops protest government 'propaganda' EPS 85.03.18 
WARSAW (EPS) - Poland's Roman Catholic bishops protested (15 February) 
"intentionally organized [anti-church] propaganda” from the Polish government 
during the recent trial of the killers of Roman Catholic priest Jerzy 
Popieluszko (EPS 85.02.92). The Polish news agency PAP denied that the 
government was orchestrating a “campaign of denigration" against the church in 
connection with reporting of the trial. 


Irish PM hails vote on contraceptives EPS 85.03.19 
DUBLIN (EPS) - Irish Prime Minister Garret FitzGerald hailed the 83-80 


preliminary passage of a bill making contraceptives more readily available as 
an affirmation that the state is independent of the. Roman Catholic Church, 
which counts about 95 percent of the population of the Irish Republic among 
its membership. Ireland's Roman Catholic bishops strongly opposed the 
legislation, and legislators were heavily lobbied by the bill's opponents. 
FitzGerald said the vote "“establish[ed] the authority of parliament against 
any form of pressure” and so is important for better relations with Northern 
Ireland, which is part of the UK and where Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
Anglicans form a majority, and often express concern about the degree of Roman 
Catholic influence in republic affairs. 


Korean, Japanese church reps consult on fingerprinting EPS 85.03.20 
TOKYO (EPS) - A consultation on the “fingerprinting issue" in Japan took place 
here last month. It was jointly sponsored by the National Christian Council 
of Japan and the National Council of Churches of Korea. The issue relates to 
the fingerprinting requirement of Japan's Alien Registration Law. As the NCCJ 
reports that the law especially “touches a nerve of many of the 700,000 
Koreans resident in Japan", 570,000 of them permanently. The NCCJ says that 
notwithstanding Japanese constitutional protection to the contrary, 
“discrimination against Korean residents in Japan continues”. By the end of 
last year 73 people had formally refused figerprinting, most of them Koreans. 
The council says the outcome of court cases involving those who refuse “will 
be of vital importance ... for the human rights of foreigners in Japan”. 


Kenyan Quaker headquarters closed EPS /85'.03'.'21 
KAIMOSI (Kenya) (EPS) - The headquarters of the East African Yearly Meeting of 


Friends, here, were closed following what was described as the forced 
retirement of the meeting's general secretary, Thomas Lung'aho. 


Kenyan church founder jailed EPS 85.03.22 
KISUMU (Kenya) (EPS) - Pope Father John Pesa, founder of the Holy Ghost Coptic 
Church of Africa, was sentenced here to three years in jail after being 
convicted of charges of sodomy and assault. The magistrates rejected Pesa's 
claim that his former followers who brought charges against him were in league 
with the Coptic [Oriental] Orthodox Church to frame him. His denomination 
says it has half-a-million adherents. 


Finnish bishops see problems with some artificial insemination EPS 85.03.23 
HELSINKI (EPS) - In a report to the government education ministry, Finland's 
Lutheran bishops see no particular moral problems with “homological” 
artificial insemination (artificial insemination with semen from the husband), 
but suggest that church teaching on marriage and family makes it impossible to 
condone insemination using semen from someone other than the husband. 
According to a report from the Finnish Lutheran Information Centre, the 
bishops said “major psychological, ethical, and juridical problems arise when 
semen other than the husband's is used". Noting, however, that there are 
about 50 such children in Finland, the bishops urge an overhaul of legislation 
to clarify the legal status of such children. 


EPS 


Philippine bishop kidnapped, released EPS 85.03.24 
ZAMBOANGA (Philippines) (EPS) - Roman Catholic Bishop Federico Escaler and 
eight others were kidnapped (22 February) by people thought to be members of a 
Muslim secessionist group. They were reported freed three days later. The 
bishop has been a campaigner for human rights and against alleged military 
abuses. No motive for the kidnapping was immediately established. 


Iranian refugees occupy Danish cathedral EPS 85.03.25 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - About 100 Iranian refugees occupied the Lutheran cathedral 
here for a weekend (23-25 February) to protest Danish authorities’ refusal to 
grant two Iranians political asylum. The case of the two was seen as a test 
case for more than 2300 Iranians in Denmark seeking asylum. The group 
subsequently marched to the Folketing (Danish parliament) for discussions with 
politicians. Denmark's Refugee Tribunal gave no reason for its decision, whom 
supporters said face imprisonment and possible execution if they go back to 
Iran. 


US church bells ring on ‘rural crisis' EPS 85.03.26 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - At the suggestion of the National Council of Churches and 
the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, congregations were asked to ring 
bells on Ash Wednesday (20 February) to acknowledge “our own complicity” in 
increasing rural poverty, a decline of land ownership by blacks, and a loss of 
family farms. 


Marine biologist to get Templeton Prize EPS 85.03.2/ 
LONDON (EPS) -— Marine Biologist Alister Hardy, 89, founder in 1969 of the 
Religious Experience Research Unit, is to receive the 1985 Templeton Prize for 
Progress in Religion, at a private ceremony (14 May) in Buckingham Palace. 
Sir Alister's unit studies the extent to which people are aware of influence 
by a presence or power different from their everyday lives. His view is that 
the highly developed human sense of the religious is of some advantage in 
evolutionary terms for survival of the species. Mother Teresa of Calcutta won 
the first Templeton Prize in 1973. Later winners have included US evangelist 
Billy Graham, exiled Soviet author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, and Brother Roger 
of Taizé. The prize, described as the world's largest, is now worth 170,000 
UK pounds. 


US Presbyterian assembly to get recommendation on ordination EPS 85.03.28 
PHILADELPHIA (EPS) - Three boards of the Presbyterian Church (USA) have 
recommended that this year's PCUSA general assembly amend the denomination's 
Book of Order to create the office of ordained Christian educator. Lf 
approved also by enough presbyteries (regional units), it would take effect 

1 January 1988. It would give the denomination a fourth ordained office, 
besides those of elder, deacon and “minister of the word" (presbyter). 


Jaffna priests criticize Sri Lankan bishops EPS 85.03.29 
JAFFNA (Sri Lanka) (EPS) - The New Delhi-based SAR church news agency reported 


(14 February) that priests of the Roman Catholic diocese of Jaffna have 
criticized the Roman Catholic bishops of Sri Lanka because they consider too 
weak the bishops' statement on the murder of Roman Catholic priest Mary 
Bastian. They charged that the statement was non-committal, and that it 
failed to condemn or deplore the murder. They contrasted it with what they 
described as a stronger telegram about the murder of a Japanese Buddhist monk, 
and also regretted the failure of the bishops to condemn the murder of 
Methodist minister G.N. Jeyarjasingham. Jaffna is located in the north of Sri 
Lanka, a centre for minority Tamils. The country has experienced much 
violence involving the majority (Sinhalese) and minority communities. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Ecumenical Suggestions from Slovenia” EPS 85.03.30 


[This item is the last section of material prepared for the 1986 Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity (EPS 85.03.16).] 


th The focus and point of departure for ecumenical activity is fervent and 
persevering prayer. The ecclesiastical community should meet every day, in 
the manner which is most convenient, and pray for the unity given by Jesus and 
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, to the glory of God the Father. 


2s Christian families should also meet together during this week, in their 
homes and according to their own custom, and pray and read the word of God. 


BY This is an opportune time for people of different social strata to get to 
know each other in their different interest groups: children, youth, women's 
church groups, the family circle, at work. If possible, this should include 
members of different Christian communities. ... 


4, Such friendly gatherings should take place in a relaxed atmosphere. ... 


D The prayer of the sick, and other Christians undergoing trials, is the 
most important because these persons can link their prayer to their personal 
cross of suffering. Religious workers must make sure that those who are 
bed-ridden or aged, and cannot attend the meetings, receive at home the 
necessary materials for the Week of Prayer. 


6. If there are many members of different churches, then there should be, at 
least once during the Week of Prayer, a common meeting in each church. ... 


PB A candle can serve as a good symbol of co-operation and love. This is 
supplied by the church(es) invited to the meeting, and then lit during the 
service as a sign of common faith and of love in prayer with Jesus. 


8. Where a close relationship already exists between towns or local areas, 
this can be the basis - with the approval of the appropriate ecclesiastical 
authorities - for developing contacts among religious groups as well. But 


the relations should be significant and meaningful. 


DY This is an opportune time for religious workers and colleagues to arrange 
for regular meetings which should combine a friendly atmosphere with religious 
content (such as prayer). Once each year the group can visit the holy 
places, e.g. pilgrimage sites of the co-operating churches. 


10. Where a church has a regular programme of visitation of the sick and 
aged, it can mark the Week of Prayer by inviting a representative of a 
co-operating church to participate in the visits. ... 


11. An offering may be collected at the ecumenical meetings, and given to 
those currently in greatest need. 


12. If old prejudices, mutual rancour, or reproaches should surface, one 
Should use the opportunity of this Week of Prayer for sincere penitence, and 


for mutual pardon and forgetting of old wrongs. 


13. It is a good idea to have, in addition to meetings for prayer, also 
meetings in which each church ... can present its own ideas. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Gabriel Habib: “Reflections on the Middle East Church” EPS 85.03.31 


[This item is excerpted from the report of the general secretary to last 
month's Fourth Assembly of the Beirut-based Middle East Council of Churches 
(EPS 85.02.100,101,102,103).] 


... It is natural and expected for one to seek survival. But more important 
for the church is to deepen the quality of the spiritual life of its people in 
order to face the challenges to Christian presence and witness with deeper 
faith and courage. Therefore, the need - more than any previous time - is 
for a personal and communal spiritual renewal so as to acquire the mind of 
Christ, and act with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit rather than the 
inspiration of ideologies or inspiration drawn from our social and cultural 
identity alone. 


... The Middle East has always held great significance for the international 


community and particularly for the Christian world. It is the cradle of 
revelation for the three monotheistic religions and the place of the 
incarnation and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. This made the Middle 


East a Holy Land to which pilgrims flock from all countries in the world to 
return to the source of their faith. 


However, the Middle East was also a target for the ambitious. This has led 
to occupation, conflict, and war. During the past decade it captured the 
attention of the world community and became a source of concern for world 
peace. Economic, political, and military reasons have transformed the Middle 
East into an area of global strategic importance and a centre for an 
escalating arms race. 


In addition, religious revivalism in the area, particularly fanatic extremism, 
has reached all religions. This presents new challenges to the international 
community and to Christian presence and witness. 


Moreover, the approaches of some western Christians are insensitive to the 
suffering and aspirations of the people. Such Christians are either ignorant 
of our presence, or give no credence to the local church and its witness on 
behalf of the world Christian community. Among these we number some 
missionary movements who act as if the local churches do not exist or have no 
value in spreading the good news of the gospel of Christ. 


This placed a major responsibility on the Middle East Council of Churches, 
requiring it to render assistance in explaining the needs and inevitability of 
the ecumenical movement in the region. The Council also undertakes the task 
of strengthening international Christian solidarity with our churches in the 
interest of truth, justice, and peace. 


The meeting of the churches of the Middle East and of outside churches under 
the sponsorship of the MECC in co-operation with the World Council of Churches 
contributed to the discovery of common basic assumptions and beliefs. It 
produced a deeper understanding of the Christian presence and our common 
responsibility for the area. 


In addition, we have been bolstered by visits and moral and financial support 
from the international Christian community. Particularly during emergency 
situations, there was greater collaboration between the churches of the area 
and the churches outside. 
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ECUVIEW/Roland Revet: "Tension in New Caledonia” EPS 85.03.32 


[This item is abridged from one in the February issue of Geneva-based Reformed 
Press Service. Revet is moderator of the co-operation and witness department 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. ] 


During these last few weeks the situation has seriously deteriorated in New 
Caledonia. This territory, made up of several islands about 1700 kilometres 
to the east of Australia, was occupied by the French in 1853. After the 
Second World War, it became a French "overseas territory”. All the 
inhabitants have French nationality, whether native Melanesians (Kanaks) or 
Europeans. Many convicts and political deportees were sent to New Caledonia 
in the 19th century, after which it became a settlement colony whose principal 
resources were stockfarming, agriculture and the mining of nickel. A 
consequence of this - especially on the main island - was that the Melanesian 
population was pushed out of its original territory into less fertile areas. 
Now it happens that Melanesian culture is based on a special relationship with 
ancestral grounds, which are not the property of individuals but of the 
community, and which can never be sold or given away. A great part of the 
current problem derives from this fact. 


Since 1979, the synod of the Evangelical Church in New Caledonia and the 
Loyalty Islands has tried to call the attention of the authorities to the 


growing aspirations to independence of the Melanesians. French Protestants 
have transmitted this message and have tried to alert public opinion and 
successive French governments without success. Only after the November 1984 


elections, and the boycott organized by partisans of independence did France 
finally wake up to the urgency of the problem. 


The government then charged Edgar Pisani, a former minister, to go there in 
order to find a solution to the problem as quickly as possible, bearing in 
mind the special situation of that territory. As a matter of fact, if the 
normal democratic process of voting were used (one person, one vote), the vote 
for independence would inevitably be rejected, since the Melanesians (who in 
any case are not all in favour of independence), represent only 45 percent of 
the population. 


The Evangelical Church of New Caledonia, though having a Melanesian majority, 
does not belong to the Kanak Socialist National Liberation Front (FLNKS), but 
is trying to be a place for dialogue, prayer and theological reflection on 
what it could mean for that country to have multi-ethnic independence. 
Together with the Roman Catholic Church and the Free Church, it has recently 
taken the initiative of inaugurating a Week of Prayer for Peace and Dialogue. 


In France, the problem is causing turmoil on the political scene, and the 
conservative opposition party is using the issue to try to destabilize the 
government, without having a real interest in finding a just solution to the 
New Caledonian problem. This tension is even being felt within the 
Protestant churches, whose members react diversely on the issue. 


Pisani's proposal for "independence-association" seemed at first glance to 
allow for the continuation of dialogue, at least among the moderate factions 
of the community. But the death of Eloi Machero, one of the leaders of 
FLNKS, killed by the police under still unexplained conditions, has once more 
led to a hardening of positions. 
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ECUVIEW/Christopher Duraisingh: "Christians and Other Faiths” EPS 85.03.33 


[This item is excerpted from an article from the report of the seminar on 
“renewed vision of the YMCA in comtemporary Asia.” Duraisingh is professor 
of theology at United Theological College, Bangalore, India. ] 


... When we come to share in the common memory of Asian people's suffering, 
their liberational praxis and their hope, we will also be led to reorient our 
theological understanding. When theology arises out of our shared lives with 
the people of Asia who live by different symbols of salvation, a radical 
re-visioning of God, God's liberating activity in the world and the nature of 
the church and her mission will be possible. ... Let me very briefly identify 
a few consequences for our theological understanding of our seeking community 
with persons of other faiths. ... 


Forms of distorted and exclusive emphasis on redemption that lead to a spirit 
of separation of Christians from all else must be questioned. All over Asia, 
an exclusiveness was encouraged by early missionaries and it is even now 
perpetuated by forms of evangelistic enterprises often financed from outside 
the continent. Any emphasis upon the doctrine of redemption to the exclusion 
of the doctrine of creation must be questioned. When we understand the 
doctrine of creation rightly, we know that we belong together along with our 
non-Christian brothers and sisters to God. We cannot artificially separate 
ourselves from the rest of the human community in the name of experience of 
redemption. 


As we seek co-operation with persons of other faiths in Asia - we will be led 
to understand the nature of the church anew as well. We shall refuse to 
understand the church and the world in antithetical terms. We shall be 
enabled to recognize that the church and the world are not two separate 
spheres of action of God. God is not first related to the church in a 
special way and then secondarily to the world. The Bible constantly bears 
witness to the universal movement of the Spirit in all of creation. 


God's liberative action embraces the whole world. The church is only a 
segment, a part, of the world that God loves and in whose history God 
continually acts; but church is that part which is called upon to consciously 
acknowledge God's liberative presence in the world and to witness to dit. 
Therefore openness to persons of other faiths is an essential mark of the 
church. A church which is not inside turned out is not the church of 
Christ. It is only through a dialogical existence freely participating in 
the social and spiritual movements of contemporary Asia that the church can be 
truly what it is called to be, namely the sign of God's liberating presence in 
the world. ... 


A radical reorientation in our understanding of the goals of our institutions 
is also called for. If God's kingdom is the primary focus and God's 
liberating mission is prior to our response, then the goal of all that we do 
is not a world-embracing church but rather a world-embracing experience of 
shalom, just peace, or a human community in justice, peace with fellowship. 

Here, we should be able to identify the distinction between mission and 


missionizing. To what extent and in what manner, the YMCAs as a lay 
Christian movement can manifest such an understanding of the nature of the 
church and mission. I do believe that only such an understanding is 


conducive to the task of our seeking partnership with people of other faiths. 
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ECUVIEW: “Is the YMCA a Church?” EPS 85.03.34 


[This item is excerpted from a report of a seminar on "renewed vision of the 
YMCA in contemporary Asia” last 21-26 October in Kyoto, Japan. It was 


published in December by the Hong Kong-based Asia Alliance of YMCAs.] 


One of the presenters, in speaking on the "Perspectives on YMCA-Church 
Relations” viewed the YMCA as a form of church. Many discussions were held 
around this point. Is the YMCA a church? What is the church? What is the 
authentic church and YMCA in mission? These were some of the major questions 
discussed. 


Many participants viewed the YMCA as a part of the church universal, and not 
as a church. The main reasons they gave was that the YMCA does not 
administer the sacraments; neither does it have priests. Some explained that 
the YMCA is a bridge between the church and society. Some viewed the YMCA as 
an arm of the church. Some others viewed the YMCA as a frontier of the 
church. 


It was pointed out that the church is "where the word of God is proclaimed and 
where the sacraments are administered". The Roman Catholic tradition adds to 
this “the apostolic continuity”. In the Nicene Creed, the marks of the 
church are: “one, holy, catholic and apostolic”. Based on this ... 
participants did not view the YMCA as a church. 


Discussions then centred on the new trends in the understanding of the church. 
--.- Upon this background [of the Second Vatican Council], it is obvious that 
the church is where the people join together in God's work in the world. It 
does not take place in one fixed place and is neither limited to some 
narrowly-defined tasks. God is the Lord and Saviour of the whole world and 


history. The whole of history is under his sovereignty and direction. 
Therefore, the mission of God's people is to join Him in this work in the 
world. Wherever God's people respond to his call and join Him in his 


liberating work in the world, there is the true church in mission. 


It was observed that the Paris Basis [of the YMCA] centres on two main ideas - 
the gathering of people in unity, for the participation in God's work for His 
Kingdon. It was clear that the YMCA is and should be an agent of God's 
mission in the world. 


A participant referred to a theologian of our time, Dr Hans Ruedi Weber, as 
saying that with the measure of the ancient Creed: "I believe in one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic church", the YMCA clearly does not have all 
characteristics of the church and it cannot be seen as a church. But 
according to the new understanding of the church, as an agent of 

God's mission in the world, Dr Weber finds no theological difficulties in 
speaking of the YMCA as a church. "All churches are incomplete, he says, “in 
the same way, the YMCA is also an incomplete church." 


A few participants observed that while the emerging (new) understanding of the 
church is gradually growing, the traditional understanding, however, is still 
predominant. Under this situation the new understanding of the YMCA in its 
relation to the church may confuse the people. In response to this, it was 
clarified that the central issue here is not whether the YMCA is a church, 
The theological discussions held on the mission of the YMCA in relation to 
that of the church were to arrive at a profound and clear undeerstanding of 
the YMCA as an agent of God's mission in the world. 
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YMCA committee appeals on justice, peace, Mid-East 

Meeting studies pastoral issues in African context 

Korean Presbyterian assembly holds rally to support church 
British Namibia report upsets church leaders 

Common ground seen for USA evangelicals, 'ecumenicals' 
Partnership rather than union urged for two US denominations 


NZ church council appeals for support of anti-nuclear stand 
Church difficulties on Australian bicentennial said possible 
Lunar new year option given HK RCs on Ash Wednesday 

Vatican approves liturgy for use by ex-Anglicans 
Japanese-Korean church conferences blocked 

German church extends controversial SA church contracts 


Right of Finnish church to tax companies questioned 

Sexual equality in Finnish Lutheran administration urged 
"Political overtones’ noted in Glemp British visit 

Proposed Anglican land sale for missile base questioned 

Scottish Anglican bishops say majority lacking on female priests 
Jerusalem patriarch pessimistic on dialogue 


English diocese gives up meetings for Lent 

250 US religious figures condemn US refugee policy 
Vatican article suggests ‘limits to ecumenism' 

Japan church issues manual on ceremonies for the dead 
Sri Lankan bishops call for peaceful solution 
Angolan United Methodists mark 100 years 


No religious pavilion for Canadian exposition 

Proposal to enforce prayer, Bible reading resisted 

Canadian United Church inaugurates French-speaking presbytery 
Ecumenical Institute concludes annual session 

Ecumenical film jury honours controversial Godard film 

UK Reformed say higher taxes okay to support overseas aid 


ECUTEXT: "Church Statement on Violence in Korea" 


ECUVIEWS: "Young Refugees" 
"Racism Near and Far" 
"The Yasukuni Shrine Issue in Japan" 
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The first 1985 issue (no. 102) of the WCC magazine One World is a “portrait in 
words and pictures of a year in the life of the World Council of Churches,” 
including the period from August 1983 till the end of last year. At 64 pages, 
it is nearly three times the usual One World length. The issue includes a 
art-by-part description of the WCC and its work, a list of WCC central 
committee and staff members, and a two-page "1984 in review." Copies cost 5 
Swiss francs, 2.25 US dollars, or 1:65 UK pounds, with discounts available for 
quantities of 10 or more. Contact WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The March issue of Common Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37, Quai 
Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) includes, among other things, articles. on 
International Youth Year in Uganda, South Africa, Scotland, Botswana, Korea, 
Zimbabwe, and Malaysia; peace education in Sri Lanka, Canada, and New Zealand; 
women and development; refugees and migrants; human rights; and energy and 
environment. 


The ecumenical Joint Task Force on Development Issues (23 Avenue d'Auderghen, 
B-1040 Brussels) has available its "Declaration of Ambiorix" on the 
development policy of the European Community. It was published in connection 
with the task force's reflection on last September's Lomé III Conference. The 
declaration includes sections on women in development, agricultural policy, 


mutuality and reciprocity, and the "tasks facing churches and ecumenical 
groups.” 


The Transnational Institute (Paulus Potterstraat 20, NL-1071-DA Amsterdam) has 
available a 32-page booklet on “Western European Response to the Crisis in 
Central America,” including sections on five Central American countries. 


WCC Central Committee: This year's meeting is in Buenos Aires, 28 July-8 
August. Information for journalists who wish to attend will be included in 
EPS. 


The WCC inter~church aid commission (CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
has available a review of 26 current emergency cases as of the end of 
February. They include 15 in Africa (Ethiopia, Angola, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Ghana, Sahel, Zimbabwe, Africa drought, Kenya, Namibia, Rwanda, 
Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Zaire, Sudan), four in Latin America (two in 
Nicaragua, plus Brazil and Chile), one in the Pacific (Papua New Guinea), one 
in the Middle East (Turkey), and five in Asia (Asia floods, Kampuchea, 
Bangladesh, India, Irian Jaya). The report includes information about amounts 
asked for, pledged, received, spent, and committed, plus a reference to the 
latest situation report and additional short remarks, 


In cooperation with the World Council of Churches, recent detailed reports on 
"Human Rights in Guatemala" (November 1983-September 1984) and “Human Rights 
in El Salvador" (January—December 1984) are available in English (HRROLA/WCC, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first was prepared by the ecumenical 
Committee for Justice and Peace of Guatemala, the second by the Archbishop 
Oscar Romero Christian Legal Aid Service. Both include references to many 
specific cases of human-rights violations of several types. 
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YMCA COMMITTEE APPEALS ON Ecumenical Press 
JUSTICE, PEACE, MID-EAST Service 85.03.35 


GENEVA (EPS) - Meeting at the headquarters of the World Alliance of YMCAs 
(WAYM, here, 25-28 February), the alliance's president's committee approved a 
report on justice and peace held earlier this year, and endorsed the appeal 
for an international peace conference in the Middle East launched last year by 
a coalition of international non-governmental organizations (EPS 84.11.68). 


The symposium outlined proposals for world YMCA responsibilities for justice 
and peace in several areas, among them to _ develop “action-oriented 
participatory research and education for justice and peace”, and ensure that 
“future world-wide leadership development programmes, international meetings, 
and YMCA training colleges, include participatory research and education 
related to justice and peace in their programmes”. 


The alliance itself is to “exercise moral leadership in the area of justice 
and peace”, by, among other things, encouraging all levels of the YMCA to 
“carry out critical case studies of their experiences in working for justice 
and peace” and “providing leadership for carrying out special studies in 
crisis areas such as Central America, the Middle East, and Central Africa.” 


The document also suggests that the WAYM “initiate efforts towards a summit 
world meeting of leaders of ecumenical movements, churches, and concerned 
non-governmental organizations which should seek solutions for a new world 
with justice as its base and peace as its goal". It now goes to the WAYM 
Ninth World Council, beginning next July in Nyborg Strand, Denmark. 


In endorsing the appeal for an international Mid-East peace conference, the 
committee said it hoped the “peace petition ... would ... make it possible for 
people throughout the world to vote, in a sense, for an alternative to 
successive wars and growing suffering in the Middle East.” 


The meeting also heard from UN High Commissioner for Refugees Poul Hartling 
(EPS 85.03.35), and World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. Castro and WAYM Secretary General Hector Caselli discussed 
suggestions that a world-wide Christian youth conference be held under WCC, 
WYAM, and other ecumenical auspices. 
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MEETING STUDIES PASTORAL Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES IN AFRICAN CONTEXT Service 85.03.36 


LIMURU (Kenya) (EPS) - Three dozen participants from 14 countries met here 
(18-24 February) to consider the issues in African pastoral theology and 
counselling. Papers presented discussed such issues as_ the relevance of 
Christian marriage to contemporary African society, and what constitutes 
Christian counselling in an African context. 


In an appeal to African church leaders, the group urged them to join in 
"continued deliberation" on such issues as the use of African symbols in 
Christian liturgies, the role of pastoral theology in the political and 
socio-economic consciousness of the church, the role of traditional healers in 
pastoral counselling, the theology of death and _ bereavement, and 
contextualization “without endangering the essentials of the Christian faith”. 


The group met under the auspices of the World Council of Churches! family life 
education office. 
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KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 


HOLDS RALLY TO SUPPORT CHURCH Service 85.03.37 


SEOUL (EPS) - The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic 
of [South] Korea (PROK) sponsored a “nationwide rally of church leaders for 
the eradication of violence" to Support the leadership of one of its 
congregations, Cheil church, here. People opposed to Cheil's minister, Park 
Hyung-Kyu, have been occupying the building. Park himself, a noted 
human-rights activist and government critic, has been subject to various forms 
of attacks and physical harassment in recent months (EPS 84.10.45). 


According to a report from the assembly, PROK leaders gathered in “falling 
snow and chilling cold." They were met at the church entrance by “brandished 
fists of several persons who had no formal connection whatever with Cheil 
church,” and “unimaginably abusive language" was used against the leaders, 
The report adds that by the time those who came for the rally numbered about 
450, police intervened to keep them from the gate, but “when the perpetrators 
of violence attacked the church leaders, the police stood by as spectators". 


The PROK moderator, vice moderator, and general secretary subsequently 
protested police conduct, and asked the police to "do something about" those 
holding the church. The police, they say, “while not denying that the church 
was being unlawfully possessed, ... refused to do anything about it." 


The leaders report that the next day, those holding the church sprayed cold 
water on the leaders, and insulted and beat with lead pipes some who climbed 
over the fence. “The hoodlums then turned the hose on the three lying 
unconscious on the ground in the freezing cold until it seemed they must 
freeze to death.” Later, the group issued a statement (EPS 85.03.65). 


EPS 
BRITISH NAMIBIA REPORT Ecumenical Press 
UPSETS CHURCH LEADERS Service 85.03.38 
WINDHOEK (Namibia) 7 March (EPS) - A report on the visit here of four 


Conservative Party members of the UK parliament has prompted charges and 
counter-charges. The report, signed by three of the four visitors, charges 
that Anglican church leaders here encourage violence and are biased towards 
Swapo, the principal armed opposition to South African rule in Namibia. 


The parliamentarians visited Namibia in January. While there they saw Bishop 
James Kauluma, Dean David Bruno, and Secretary Matt Esau of the Anglican 
diocese. The group also visited Heinz Henning, Roman Catholic vicar general 
for Namibia. The parliamentarians said the Anglicans are “curiously biased in 
their viewpoint, particularly when compared with the Roman Catholic Church". 


In a telephone interview with the Namibia Communications Centre in London, 
Henning rejected the report's comparison. "I protest against their efforts to 
Separate the churches of Namibia", he said. Noting the call of church 
leaders for an end to the war situation in Namibia, Henning said his point of 
view is “exactly the same as the Anglican church". 


The Anglican leaders said (27 February) group leader Nicholas Winterton 
dominated the discussions “with an extremely aggressive manner which seriously 
lessened the value of what might otherwise have been a useful exchange of 
views", They added "it was quickly apparent to us that, at least in the 
attitude of Mr Winterton, his mind was already made up.” 
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COMMON GROUND SEEN FOR USA Ecumenical Press 
EVANGELICALS, 'ECUMENICALS' Service 85.03.39 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


NEW YORK (EPS/Jean Caffey Lyles) - There are signals that the two sides in 
what historian Martin Marty calls "the two-party system of American 
Protestantism" - evangelicals and those who are ecumenically minded - are 
beginning to talk together and try to find common ground. For example: 


- Three member denominations of the National Council of Churches are quietly 
discussing the possibility of seeking membership in the National Association 
of Evangelicals (NAE) while maintaining NCC ties - though the NAE's present 
constitution bars NCC-affiliated bodies from its ranks. 


- At a recent meeting of the American Academy of Religion - one of the 
largest and most prestigious associations of religion scholars - a lively 
seminar featured presidents of three evangelical theological societies talking 
about the ecumenical ferment taking place in evangelical sub-cultures. 


- The magazine Christianity Today, a respected voice of mainstream 
evangelicalism, although a severe critic of the NCC and the World Council of 
Churches, has recently expressed editorially a new openness to dialogue 
between the magazine's constituents and supporters of the NCC and WCC. 


- In early January, a “renewal congress" in Dallas, sponsored by evangelical 
groups in the Presbyterian Church (USA), drew 5,000 participants and appeared 
to signal an evangelical “ratification” of and participation in the recent 
reunion of the two main parts of US Presbyterianism. 


Those looking for signs of rapprochement between ecumenical and evangelical 
worlds are watching closely what happens in the World and National councils. 
In 1983, when the WCC Sixth Assembly met in Vancouver, some evangelical 
observers were so impressed by the spirit of the gathering that they issued a 
statement vowing to be “more actively involved in all efforts seeking the 
unity and renewal of the church". Several months later, a Christianity Today 
editorial took note of the “winds of change" in the WCC. 


Still, the editors found enough wrong with the WCC to “continue to oppose hem t 
adding that though “other evangelicals may disagree, we shall refuse to 
support it or identify with it." But scholars who study the nuances of 
evangelical documents the way Vatican-watchers study the subtleties of papal 
pronouncements said the editorial signalled a conciliatory spirit towards 
ecumenists not previously seen in the journal's pages. 


On a more tangible level, both the WCC and NCC have new leaders (Emilio Castro 
and Arie Brouwer respectively) with recognized evangelical and evangelism 
credentials. And some overtures to the evangelical world are the work of NCC 
member denominations. For instance, leaders of NCC members the Reformed 
Church in America, American Baptist Churches, and Church of the Brethren have 
made informal inquiries about the possibility of also joining the NAE. 


Richard Pierard, professor at Indiana State University and president of the 
Evangelical Theological Society, said evangelist Billy Graham is the “chief 
force in promoting ecumenism among evangelicals”. Graham has been able to 
relate to various streams of Christianity, he said, by showing “a remarkable 
flexibility and growth" over the years. 
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PARTNERSHIP RATHER THAN UNION Ecumenical Press 
URGED FOR TWO US DENOMINATIONS Service 85.03.40 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


NEW YORK (EPS/Jean Caffey Lyles) - After almost six years of preliminary 
talks, ecumenists in two mainline denominations have concluded that their 
church members aren't ready for "a binding commitment to become one church”. 


A joint committee of the 1.1 million-member Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the 1.7 million-member United Church of Christ, citing a 
widespread lack of enthusiasm for uniting the denominations, has dropped the 
idea of union negotiations for the foreseeable future dnd called for a less 
rigorous “ecumenical partnership" that will aim for "full communion" and 
opportunities for joint worship, mission and theological study. 


Both the Disciples and the UCC have been strong advocates of Christian unity 
and active participants in a variety of ecumenical endeavours. The 20-member 
joint panel's final report and recommendations, issued earlier this year 
following five-and-a-half years of conversations and church-wide studies, go 
to the Disciples and UCC governing bodies for action later this year. 


Despite the decision not to pursue union talks now, the report asserts that 
“for our two churches the visible oneness of the whole body of Christ is the 
ultimate goal and over-arching context in which this ecumenical partnership 
will evolve”. The committee writes that some of the "obstacles to union” 
discovered along the way were "related to structural, bureaucratic and 
personal issues as well as polity and power concerns internal” to each. 


When the committee distributed a paper proposing a gradual uniting process, 
the reactions from some church people indicated their distrust of the 


denominations' “elected and administrative leadership", and expressed fears 
that "a hidden plan of union was already in existence". “We also found a 
widespread apathy towards union", the committee writes. Some believed “the 


cost of corporateunion and organizational change would be too high - in money, 
and in energy diverted from mission". The committee said it also encountered 
“false stereotypes" about each denomination. Another barrier to union was 
the “trauma left over from previous unions” in the UCC and "from previous 
separations” of the Disciples. Differing eucharistic and baptismal practices 
were a barrier for some, the committee noted. 


But in sharp contrast to those members who were unenthusiastic about union 
efforts, the committee also found persons impatient to get on with it, 
“suggesting it would be a simple matter and a painless step to enact corporate 
union between the two denominations beginning in 1985". That segment of the 
churches felt that the committee's working paper did not go far enough, and 
called for stronger leadership from church officials to move more rapidly. 


Those eager for union suggested that anxieties in both denominations over 
"loss of identity" could be relieved by understanding that both bodies find 
much of their identity "in our open, ecumenical spirit as uniting churches”. 
They also argued that the Disciples and UCC, whose populations are 
concentrated in different areas of the country, “would complement each other 
geographically and would thus be strengthened for witness". 


Robert Welsh, deputy ecumenical officer for the Disciples of Christ, said he 
believed the new proposal "struck a good middle ground” between discontinuing 


conversations between the two churches and entering formal union negotiations. 
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NZ CHURCH COUNCIL APPEALS FOR Ecumenical Press 
SUPPORT OF ANTI-NUCLEAR STAND Service 85.03.41 


CHRISTCHURCH (EPS) - In an 1l-point declaration, the National Council of 
Churches in New Zealand has called for "clear expressions of support from 
significant groups in the international community, particularly political 
figures", to support the New Zealand government's refusal to allow nuclear 
ships to stop in its ports. 


The NCCNZ says the policy “won the clear support of the NZ people” in 
elections last July, and has been "strongly supported by the NCCNZ ... for 
some time.” 


The New Zealand position has brought negative reaction from the US 
government. The US, New Zealand, and Australia are linked in a 1951 security 
treaty. Noting that the New Zealand government has “clearly expressed its 
continued commitment to the ‘Western alliance' and to ANZUS [the security 
treaty] in particular”, the council says that while it “may not agree with 
this stance, we affirm that the present government is able without any 
inconsistency to make such a commitment.” 


The council describes the US attitude toward New Zealand on this matter as 
“punitive” and “part of a clear pattern" of a “general tightening of control 
by the USA in response to an even more significant refusal on the part of the 
Pacific to bow to the "nuclear imperialism' from any quarter.” 


The NCCNZ appeal was made in particular to the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the USA (NCC), British Council of Churches, Australian Council of 
Churches, and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Early last month, NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer sent a message to US 
Secretary of State George Schulz calling the US position “surprising, 
shocking, and a source of deep dismay to those who respect democracy and the 
sovereign will of the nations' peoples. 


EPS 
Church difficulties on Australian bicentennial said possible EPS 85.03.42 


MELBOURNE (EPS) - Uniting Church in Australian Secretary David Gill warned 
here last month that the church could have “acute difficulties” about being 
part of Australian's bicentennial celebrations in 1988 if the government backs 
away from commitments to Aboriginals (descendants of the country's first 
inhabitants). “Nobody wants to boycott the festivities", Gill observed in a 
sermon in the Anglican cathedral here, but he said the church must have the 
same priority for history's victims and society's rejects as God does. 


Lunar new year option given HK RCs on Ash Wednesday EPS 85.03.43 
HONG KONG (EPS) - The lunar new year (for the new Year of the Ox) fell this 


year on the same day as Ash Wednesday. Because of that, Hong Kong Roman 
Catholic Bishop John Wu authorized as an option a liturgy to mark the day in 
place of the normal liturgy for the first day of Lent. 


Vatican approves liturgy for use by ex-Anglicans EPS 85.03.44 
ROME (EPS) - The Vatican has approved liturgical texts for congregations of 


former Anglicans now part of the Roman Catholic Church, of which there are 


reportedly five in the US and one in England. Most of the texts are adapted 
from the US Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. 


EPS 


Japanese-Korean church conferences blocked EPS 85.03.45 
TOKYO (EPS) - Two conferences arranged by the national Christian councils in 
Korea and Japan were cancelled when the Japanese government refused entry 
permission to some Koreans who were to attend. The meetings, scheduled for 
late January and early February, were to have been on contemporary mission 
(the fifth such meeting since 1973) and the Japanese system which requires the 
fingerprinting of aliens (the fourth such meeting since 1977). [This 
information from the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), 20 February, 
supersedes information on which EPS 85.03.20 was based. ] 


German church extends controversial SA church contracts EPS 85.03.46 
FRANKFURT (EPS) - An official of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD, a 
grouping of regional United, Reformed, and Lutheran denominations in Federal 
[West] Germany and West Berlin) said last month that the EKD would extend 
controversial contracts with three small white Lutheran denominations in South 
Africa and Namibia through the end of 1987. Goal of the extension is to “win 
time for unity negotiations between black and white churches", according to a 
report (28 February) in Geneva-based Lutheran World Information. The EKD 
supplies some pastors for the denominations, which are German speaking. 


Right of Finnish church to tax companies questioned EPS 85.03.47 
HELSINKI (EPS) - Parishes of the Evangelical-Lutheran and Orthodox Churches of 
Finland have the right to tax not only their own members, but industrial and 
commercial enterprises within their boundaries. These corporate taxes account 
for between 0.8 and 40.6 percent of parish revenues (the average being about 
10 percent). However, a government committee has proposed to abolish the 
corporate church tax. The Lutheran Information Centre reported (22 February) 
that the Lutheran Ecclesiastical Board had objected to the prposal, noting 
that corporate taxes help cover costs of parish services which benefit society 
as a whole, such as maintenance of cemeteries and population registers. 


Sexual equality in Finnish Lutheran administration urged EPS 85.03.48 
HELSINKI (EPS) 


- A working party appointed by the Finnish Lutheran 
Ecclesiastical Board has recommended changes that would give  lectors 
(theologically-trained female church workers) a measure of equality with 
pastors in church administration, including election as members of the 
national synod and to various diocesan posts. Currently, notes the Finnish 
Lutheran Information Centre (22 February), pastors are guaranteed 32 seats in 
the 108-member synod. The Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland is the 
largest Lutheran denomination in the world which has male pastors only. 


‘Political overtones' noted in Glemp British visit EPS 85.03.49 
LONDON (EPS) - The EPS London correspondent notes that the li-day visit to 
Britain of the Polish Roman Catholic primate, Jozef Cardinal Glemp, had a 
triple purpose - fostering closer relations between Roman Catholic bishops in 
Poland and Britain, expressing thanks for aid from Britain to Poland in recent 
years, and visiting the 140,000-strong Polish community in Britain, the core 
of which are related to what continues as a Polish government-in-exile, here. 
Because of the last purpose, “the visit had strong political overtones", 


Proposed Anglican land sale for missile base questioned EPS 85.03.50 
MOLESWORTH (England) (EPS) — A proposal to sell 1.6 acres of land owned by the 
Anglican diocese of Peterborough to the UK defence ministry to be part of a 
base for 56 cruise missiles here has prompted an estimated 100 letters to the 
bishop, mostly of protest and mostly from outside the diocese. Diocesan 
leaders note that if the diocese declines to sell, the ministry could issue a 
compulsory purchase order, and that local opinion favours the sale. 


EPS 


Scottish Anglican bishops say majority lacking on female priests EPS 85.03.51 
EDINBURGH (EPS) - Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal Church [SEC] Primus Alastair 
Haggart says the denomination's bishops have "no wish to frustrate open 
debate", but it “would be wrong to conceal ... the fact that the necessary 
majority ... cannot be looked for in the house of bishops” at this year's SEC 
general synod to approve either the ordination of female priests, or 
permission for female Anglican priests from other parts of the world to 
“exercise, for short periods, a sacramental ministry” while visiting Scotland. 


Jerusalem patriarch pessimistic on dialogue EPS 85.03.52 
JERUSALEM (EPS) - Paris-based Orthodox Press Service reports in its March 


issue that Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Diodoros of Jerusalem told a 
Greek theological review he sees “not the least hope of success in dialogue” 
with either Anglicans or Roman Catholics. The patriarch also says his earlier 
complaint about what he considers efforts by Roman Catholics to entice people 
away from Orthodoxy has not changed the situation, and that before Christmas, 
Roman Catholics “systematically visited Orthodox households” to encourage them 
to take part in Roman Catholic liturgical celebrations. 


English diocese gives up meetings for Lent EPS 85.03.53 
PORTSMOUTH (England) (EPS) - The Anglican diocese based here has decided to 


give up all administrative meetings this lent, from diocesan boards and synods 
to parish councils. Portsmouth Bishop Timothy Bavin said the abstinence would 
create a "pool of stillness in our life together”. 


250 US religious figures condemn US refugee policy EPS 85.03.54 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - More than 250 US Christian and Jewish clergy called (28 


February) for an investigation of US government crackdowns on those offering 
Sanctuary to refugees (EPS 85.02.41, 75). 


Vatican article suggests ‘limits to ecumenism’ EPS 85.03.55 
ROME (EPS) - An front-page article in the Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano 


(26 February) sets out "the limits of ecumenism", according to a report by the 
French news agency AFP. The article says that though church unity is 
important, it is not to be sought "no matter what price”, notably not at the 
expense of Roman Catholic teaching on such things as the infallibility of the 
pope. Nor, it says, would it be acceptable for a united church including 
Roman Catholics not to require such beliefs of members. 


Japan church issues manual on ceremonies for the dead EPS 85.03.56 
TOKYO (EPS) - The Japanese Roman Catholic bishops’ commission on other 


religions has issued a manual for Roman Catholics which discusses reverence 
for the memory of the dead and ways in which Christians might participate in 
traditional ceremonies for ancestors. An earlier draft aroused controversy 
and was withdrawn in 1983 (EPS 83.04.79; 06.78,79). The new manual says 
Christians are not to worship the dead, but may show legitimate love and 
respect for ancestors, and pray for them. The manual concentrates on the 
Buddhist tradition regarding the dead, including such things as the family 
death register, posthumous names, cemetery markers, and sutras (chants from 
Buddhist scriptures). 


Sri Lankan bishops call for peaceful solution EPS 85.03.57 
KANDY (Sri Lanka) (EPS) - Sri Lanka's Roman Catholic bishops issued a 


statement following a three-day meeting here condemning “every form of 
violence and terrorism" and calling for a “united and undivided Sri Lanka”. 
They also appealed to militants to “lay down arms and negotiate a peaceful 
solution". This island off the south coast of India has been troubled by 
violence involving the majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils (EPS 84.02.59, 
Nos29, 09.49). 
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Angolan United Methodists mark 100 years EPS 85.03.58 
LUANDA (EPS) - The United Methodist Church in Angola marks its 100th 
anniversary 17-18 March. 


No religious pavilion for Canadian exposition EPS 85.03.59 


VANCOUVER (EPS) - After four of the six major projected participants withdrew, 
plans have been cancelled for an Interfaith Pavilion at Expo '86 here next 
year. Only the United Church of Canada and an interfaith group including 
Sikhs and Muslims were willing to-go ahead. Roman Catholics, Anglicans, 
evangelicals, and Jews said the financial obligation of 75,000-100, 000 
Canadian dollars per group was too high. 


Proposal to enforce prayer, Bible reading resisted EPS 85.03.60 


VANCOUVER (EPS) - Section 164 of the Public Schools Act of British Columbia 
says every school day should begin with recitation of the Lord's Prayer and a 
reading from the Bible. However, a proposal that the provincial government 
and local school boards make sure that happens has drawn opposition from 
several sources, including the Council of Christians and Jews, and the UCC 
British Columbia Conference President Dal McCrindle, who called such 
compulsory readings meaningless and "not in line with Christianity". Another 
church-government dispute in the province involves three Pentecostal children 
who were suspended from school for refusing to attend athletics classes made 
up of boys and girls on grounds that their religion forbids it. 


Canadian United Church inaugurates French-speaking presbyter EPS 85.03.61 
MONTREAL (EPS) - The mostly English-speaking United Church of Canada has 
inaugurated Consistoire Laurentien, a French-language presbytery (regional 
unit) here. It is an outgrowth of a "French pastoral zone" formed within 
Montreal presbytery in 1971. 


Ecumenical Institute concludes annual session EPS 85.03.62 
GENEVA (EPS) - The Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches 
concluded its five-month course on “faith and Christian obedience" in 
ceremonies at Chateau Bossey, near WCC headquarters here. The 59 participants 
came from 30 countries. WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro urged them to 
return home with an ecumenical vision, to be its ambassadors even if that 
meant suffering and pain. Besides the WCC, the institute is also affiliated 
with the University of Geneva. The 34th session of the graduate school starts 
next October. The theme will be “gospel and culture”. 


Ecumenical film jury honours controversial Godard film EPS 85.03.63 


BERLIN (EPS) - The ecumenical Interfilm jury at the film festival here last 
month gave one of its three awards to "Je vous salue Marie" ("Hail Mary"), a 
film by Jean-Luc Godard which sets the story of Jesus' parents in a modern 
Swiss setting in which Mary is a service station attendant, Joseph a taxi 
driver, and the angel Gabriel a seedy drifter. A Roman Catholic jury at the 
festival did not give the film an award, but commented that it should be 
“looked at without prejudice". Protests from church people in some European 
cities have greeted the film, which includes some nudity. 


UK Reformed say higher taxes okay to support overseas aid EPS 85.03.64 
LONDON (EPS) - The executive committee of the United Reformed Church in the UK 
said in a letter last month to UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher that higher 
taxes to increase UK aid to Africa would be acceptable. The committee said 
that “as citizens and church members we would willingly accept" such a tax 
increase “rather than deny our common humanity in one world". 


EPS 


‘ECUTEXT: "Church Stutement on Violence in Korea" i | EPS 85.03.65 


[This item is excerpted from a statement from the general assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of [South] Korea (PROK) in the name of 
participants in a “Nationwide Church Leader's Rally for the Eradication of 
Violence” in connection with continuing disputes at Cheil congregation of the 
PROK in Seoul (EPS 84.10.45, 85.03.37).] 


... We do not recognize as members of our church persons who defy the 
authority of presbytery and general assembly, and who treat with violence the 
moderator and officers of the general assembly and the leaders of the church. 
We made it very clear, moreover, that if the police were fulfilling their 
proper responsibilities, they would arrest these perpetrators of violence, who 
have taken over Cheil Church as if it were their own possession, and who are 
guarding it by violence. 


Nevertheless, the church leaders were treated abusively and with violence by a 
group of people who refuse to recognize the authority of the highest body of 
the church, the general assembly, while the police were protecting those 
perpetrators of violence. We saw this terrible reality with our own eyes. 


Large numbers of persons sustained moderate to serious injuries - eight 
persons needed medical treatment, several had to be sutured, while many others 
were less seriously injured - through violence, while the police authorities, 
who were on the spot, far from arresting those committing the violence, made 
no move to help the church leaders who were knocked unconscious by lead pipes, 
wooden clubs or water from a fire hose, but on the contrary, unbelievably 
pushed back [those] ... who tried to help those who had fallen to the ground. 


The police have admitted that those who have taken possession of the church 
have done so illegally, and issued an ultimatum for them to vacate it. 
However, we saw that they had no intention of arresting the culprits, since 
they extended the deadline again and again. We heard those who are illegally 
in possession of the church invite police to take all of them, and heard the 
police decline, suggesting that a few ... come out, making it clear that the 
authorities have no intention of ending the illegal possession. [It is thus 
clear] ... that the root cause of the whole Seoul Cheil church incident, 
including the illegalities and violence, rests in the police force itself. 


If this is not a total challenge by the authorities to our denomination, what 
else can it be? It is unchangingly a matter of oppression by government 
authorities of human rights, and an invasion of the church's authority and of 
the freedom of mission. 


We are well aware that the present government has already brandished violence 
over the whole society. We have been vividly shown that from beginning to 
end this regime has been one of violence. Recently there have been incidents 
of violence to labourers, violence to displaced slum dwellers, shaming of 
women students. The recent attempted kidnapping of the younger brother of 
Elder Kim Young Chin at Kangjin Eup church shows that this government will use 
any method at all for the purpose of extending its rulelLs . fis 


All of these things have strengthened our resolve as a church to stand firmly 
to protect the honour of the leaders of The Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of Korea against the evil powers which have tried to destroy and 
bring to an end the true authority of the Church. We pledge with all our 
strength to finally sweep away from this land all kinds of violence and bring 
in God's kingdom of peace. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Poul Hartling: “Young Refugees” EPS 85.03.66 


[Hartling, a Danish Lutheran pastor, is UN high commissioner for refugees. 
This item is excerpted from his address to the president's committee of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs (Geneva, 25-28 February: EPS 85.03.35).] 


--- The loss of family and friends, the separation from school and studies, 
the change of habits of work and play, the end of familiar patterns of culture 
and communication, can often be deeply traumatic [for young refugees]. It is 
difficult to explain to these young persons who have lost everything, who are 
often the victims of violations of their human rights, that the world has not 
come to an end and that their suffering can be healed by human solidarity. 


The problems confronting the young refugee are enormous. The international 
assistance ... responds to immediate tangible needs, such as food, drinking 
water, clothing and shelter. But it is much more difficult to provide the 


intangibles - a feeling of belonging and of being cared for. ... The search 
for identity that any teenager goes through may often take place in the 
restrictive, unsettled atmosphere of a refugee camp. The situation is not 


much better for the young urban refugees who live alone or in groups in 
unfamiliar cities. Their lack of education or training may make it difficult 
for them to find employment. Their uprooted state ... may result in 
aggressiveness or even delinquency. ... 


It is, of course, far from easy to put back the pieces of a young life 
shattered by events beyond the young refugee's control. And it is made all 
the more difficult by the problems of integrating young refugees in a world 
increasingly tending to become less altruistic and more xenophobic. ... 


Xenophobia is a chronic illness which, if left untreated, may wreak 
far-reaching damage upon the family of nations. It is likely to have a 
particularly destructive effect on one of the most outstanding humanitarian 
achievements of the twentieth century - the widely- accepted practice of 
admitting asylum-seekers to a country of asylum, of considering their claim to 
refugee status with sympathy and understanding, and of giving them the chance 
to start life afresh. This practice is in danger today of being seriously 
undermined, as the refugee issue is caught up in the wave of resentment 
against foreigners which appears to be so widespread. ... 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/J. Oscar McCloud: “Racism Near and Far" EPS 85.03.67 


[McCloud, director of the programme agency of the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
is also a member of the executive committee of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. This item is excerpted from remarks he made in connection with 
a gift of 750 US dollars to the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism by two 
organizations in Newark, New Jersey (US) - Black United Fund and People's 
Organization for Progress. ] 


The importance of this [gift] ... will far exceed the actual dollar amount. 
--- It says that [such] organizations ... recognize ... that the issue of 
justice and freedom and liberation is not going to be one at home unless we 
See the connection between the struggle we are involved in here as black and 
racial/ethnic people in this country, and the struggle for oppressed people 
throughout the world. The importance of it also is the fact that the 
situation in South Africa ... is the symbol of the worst of oppression that 
exists today anywhere to be found in the world. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Tomura Masahiro: “The Yasukuni Shrine Issue in Japan" EPS 85.03.68 


[The issue of government support for "National Foundation Day" and related 
ceremonies at the Yasukuni Shrine in Japan has been prominent on the agenda of 
some members of Japan's Christian minority for years. This update on the 
situation is abridged and adapted from the 20 February issue of the newsletter 
of the Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan). Tomura 
chairs the Kyodan's Special Committee on Yasukuni Shrine Issue. Previous 
coverage of the question includes EPS 84.01.50, 10.62.] 


The observance of "National Foundation Day” was first proposed to the postwar 
Japanese Diet in 1957 as a revision of the Public Holiday Law, but was not 
enacted until 1966. There was so much controversy over setting the date on 
11 February (the prewar Empire Day known as Kigensetsu, which propagated the 
nationalistic ideology of Japan's mythical founding), that a National 
Foundation Day review board was set up to determine the date. 


Contrary to the expressed intention of the government’ to make the 
newly-established Foundation Day a “day for all the people to join in 
celebrating the founding of the country”, from its first observation in 1967, 
there have been both opposition and support rallies held throughout Japan on 
11 February every year. 


The government became worried about this situation and began to take steps to 
unify public opinion in the direction of government-held ceremonies by first 
taking action in the form of giving the “backing of the prime minister's 
office" in 1978 for the 1ith celebration. Since then, the government's 
involvement in these civil ceremonies has increased each year with the added 
backing of the education ministry in 1981, the home affairs ministry in 1983, 
and the foreign ministry this year. 


These moves are clearly strategic manoeuvres directed towards making the 
Foundation Day ceremonies a fully government-sponsored event. In other 
words, the government is clearly thinking of reviving the prewar Kigensetsu. 


In contrast to_these government moves, the church in Japan decided to make 11 
February a "Day to Protect the Freedom of Belief", irrespective of whether or 
not the government officially recognized and/or supported the Foundation Day 
celebration. 


The church has carried out many forms of opposition, including not observing 
the day as a holiday, and holding opposition rallies on 11 February, which 
have increased in number each year, with upwards of 100 such gatherings 
planned throughout Japan this year. 


With the addition of the support of the education ministry in 1981, it became 
evident that the government intended to inject the ideology of Kigensetsu back 
into the Japanese education system. This ideology is based on the concept of 
Hakko-ichiu ("all corners of the world under one roof"), a phrase attributed 
to the mythical founder of the Japanese Empire, Emperor Jimmu, which was the 
slogan of Japan's imperialistic efforts to “make of all the world one family 
with Japan at the centre”. 


The participation of its ministry of home affairs from 1983 is further 
evidence of the government's determination to extend this way of thinking 
through all levels of local and regional government. The partial success of 


this effort can be seen in the participation in ceremonies this year by six 
national associations of local and regional office-holders. 


(over) 


Yasukuni Shrine/2 


This year, the additional support of the foreign ministry reveals the 
government's attempts to gain international recognition for 11 February as 
National Foundation Day. These recent developments are all part of the 
rapidly increasing movement towards “government sponsorship”. Ps ae Taree 
corroborate this intention, the attendance this year by the prime minister is 
the first such appearance by a postwar Japanese premier at Foundation Day 
ceremonies. 


One reason given for his attendance is the removal of any religious colouring 
of the cermonies such as the yohai bowing to Emperor Jimmu and banzai cheers 
to the present emperor. However, it is clear that negotiations had already 
taken place to the effect that removal of the religious tone would provide 
justification for the official attendance of the prime minister. 


For the members of the Kyodan's Special Committee on the Yasukuni Shrine Issue 
and other concerned Christians who have been following these developments, the 
problematic issue in the ceremonies on 11 February is not the "religious 
colouring” but the attendance of the prime minister himself. 


The essential religious nature of 11 February, with its basis on the mythical 
founding of Japan, is on a completely different level from the religious 
colouring of the yohai bowing or banzai cheers. 


Furthermore, the attendance of the prime minister provides the penetration 
point for opening up the path towards government sponsorship of the ceremony. 
This move is also linked to the projected conclusion expected to be reached by 
the government sometime this summer to the effect that “official visits (by 
government officials) to Yasukuni Shrine are constitutional”. 


In March of 1984, it was revealed that the Maebashi City government used city 
funds to provide subsidies for the Gumma Prefectural Gokoku Shrine. This is 
one example of the local struggles being waged against the reversion towards 
government support of State Shinto. (The Gokoku Shrines are regional Shinto 
shrines dedicated to the defence of the country which provided the local link 
in the former State Shinto system, with Yasukuni Shrine being at the apex.) 


The fact that municipal funds were used for this purpose came to light when a 
group of Christians in Maebashi joined other citizens in requesting a city 
audit which was followed by their filing a court action in a citizen's 
law-suit. However, the chair of the city council proposed an out-of-court 
settlement which recognized the illegality of the city's actions. 


Since the city indicated it would not make any such questionable payments in 
the future, those bringing the suit agreed to the compromise. Although the 
subsidy had not been given directly to the shrine, it had been contributed 
through the service support association of the Gumma Prefectural Gokoku Shrine. 


This incident serves as one more indication of the close-knit relationship 
between religion and politics in Japan which still persists at all levels of 
government. It is also the reason why those who brought the suit against the 
city in Maebashi will continue to keep a close watch on their local situation 
as they continue their struggle in solidarity with others throughout Japan. 
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WCC 1985, the special 64-page January-February issue of the WCC monthly 
magazine One World, an overview of WCC work from the Vancouver Assembly 
through the end of 1984, is being sent without charge to all EPS subscribers 
not already on the One World mailing list. Of particular reference value for 
journalists are the extensive descriptions of activities and plans of the 
three WCC program units with their fourteen subunits. Additional copies of the 
issue are available for 5 Swiss francs, 2.25 US dollars or 1.65 UK pounds. 
Discounts are available for orders of more than 10 copies. French, German and 
Spanish translations are expected by May. 


The March issue of One World includes articles on a broad range of activities 
being undertaken by the US church to study documents on baptism, eucharist, 
and ministry; homelessness in Britain; the church in China; hunger in 
Mozambique; and the emphasis on “theology by the people” by the WCC Program on 
Theological Education. Sample copies are available for journalists from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The February and March issues of the WCC Monthly Letter on Evan elism are now 
available from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. 


The Centre for Christian Response to Asian Issues, the Asian Documentation 
Program of the National Christian Council of Japan (Room 57, 2-3-18 
Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160) includes in its March issue material on 
peace in Asia, and militarisation and human rights. 


The new issue (1/1985) of Media Development, quarterly of the London-based 
World Association for Christian Communication (122 King's Road, London SswW3 
4TR) focuses on “the video revolution." Among articles are "tv grabs masses 
in China," "India's video boom," "how video has helped a group of Aborigines 
in Australia," and "community video fights for Latin American culture," 


The International Commission of Jurists (Box 120, CH-1224 Chéne-Bougeries/ 
Geneva) has released a 124-page report on “The Philippines: Human Rights After 
Martial Law." It costs 5 US dollars or 12.50 Swiss francs, plus postage, 


The next WCC central committee meeting is in Buenos Aires, 28 July-8 August. 
Information for journalists who wish to attend will be included in EPS, 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 


is available to journalists on request an emergency relief aid situation 


report on the Philippines (1 March). It has details about an appeal from the 
National Council of Churches of the Philippines for victims of typhoons, which 
have affected 250,000 families. 
Ee amtiies 


Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: MONTPELLIER (EPS, 29 April 1960) - The 
annual meeting of the French Student Christian Movement called the Algerian 
war a "scandal." ... Ecupast - News from EPS 25 years ago: TOKYO (EPS, rx] 
April 1960) - Japanese Christian leader Toyohiko Kagawa died of a heart attack 
(23 April) at the age of 71. ...Ecupast - News from EPS 25 ears ago: TOKYO 
(EPS, 29 April 1960) - Capacity audiences turned out for the Japanese premiere 
of a motion picture on the life of Martin Luther, 


CHINA ASKS NORWAY CHURCH Ecumenical Press 


TO RUN MAJOR UNIVERSITY Service 85.03.69 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Church of Norway News. ] 


OSLO (EPS/Qivind @stang) - Chinese authorities have invited the small 
[Reformed] Mission Covenant Church of Norway to build and run a major 
university for 12,000 students in the coastal city of Zhan Jiang, in China's 
southern Guangdong province. As China cannot formally deal with a mission 
agency, the denomination will set up a Hong Kong foundation (MiCoNo) for the 
purpose. Financial support is to be sought from the Norwegian government. 


The invitation has been cleared by central Chinese authorities. It is one of 
the first of its kind since China started opening up to foreign influence in 
the early 1980s. 


Intended to cover all major fields of university education, the university may 


be ready in 10-15 years. Mission Covenant board discussion of the invitation 
was scheduled here this month (22-23 March). 


Although Christian activities will not be accepted as part of the education 
program, the denomination will be able to appoint Christian teachers and build 
a church on campus. 


The invitation reached the church in mid-1984, from a Hong Kong businessman, 
David Chan, formerly a Mission Covenant minister there. Chinese church 
bodies have not been involved. 


The Mission Covenant Church of Norway, with fewer than 10,000 members, is in 
no position to cover the expected investment of 800 million Norwegian crowns. 
Thus, if it decides to accept the invitation, the denomination is expected to 
turn to the Norwegian authorities for financial help. 


The plans have reportedly already caused interest in the Norwegian government. 
Zhan Jiang is a centre for China's young oil industry, where Norwegian state 
and private firms are already engaged. The university is to offer courses in 
oil technology. 


Under the agreement, MiCoNo is to run the university for its first 30 years, 
15 additional years possible. It is understood that the university will be 
financed by foreign money during this period, and that the bulk of the 
university's equipment will be provided by Norwegian firms. Chinese 
authorities have offered a 2./-square-kilometre site in central Zhan Jiang, 
and a recreational island off the coast. 


Negotiating with education authorities in Zhan Jiang late last year, a Mission 
Covenant delegation made it clear that evangelization is their major 
concern. Chinese authorities reportedly said their reason to enter into an 
agreement with a Christian organization is positive experiences with 
universities run by Christians before 1948. 


There are currently 46 Norwegian Mission Covenant missionaries in Hong Kong, 
Congo and Colombia, and the denomination supports work in Japan, Indonesia and 


France. 


Late last year, Chinese church leaders said overseas church investment was 
welcome in Chinese secular development projects (EPS 85.02.01). 
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FORUM REVIEWS 20 YEARS Ecumenical Press 


OF THEOLOGICAL DIALOG Service 85.03.70 
GENEVA (EPS) - Theologians of several Christian traditions and the World 


Council of Churches spent most of a week (5-9 March) reviewing results of 
nearly two decades of theological dialogues. In their four-part report, the 
26 participants look at recent developments, the relationship between 
two-party dialogues (bilaterals) and the 1982 WCC text on baptism, eucharist, 
and ministry (BEM), the "response/reception process" for BEM and_ the 
bilaterals, and the relationship of international dialogues to local Christian 
unity efforts. 


In the course of an appreciative overview of BEM and the bilaterals, the forum 
report observes, among other things, that: 


- difficulties with mutual recognition of baptism persist because of the 
uncertain relationship among the three main patterns of Christian initiation, 
and because some Christians in some traditions (Orthodox and Baptist, for 
example) “regard baptisms performed outside the visible communion of the [ir] 
church ... as at best uncertain or, more rigorously, simply null." 


- though BEM and the bilaterals “affirm, more or less strongly, the 
‘centrality’ of the eucharist, its place as ‘source and climax' of the 
church's worship and life", still “questions remain concerning the frequency 
of its celebration and its relation to the Word.” (The report suggests that 
“may rest on a false opposition, since the proclamation of the Word is 
integral to the eucharist itself.") 


- the dialogues “appear to be converging in the area of ministry in a 
remarkable way, but greater clarity is needed on the interrelation of lay and 
ordained ministry, the expression and practice of diaconal and episcopal 
ministry, and not least the question of ordination of women to the priesthood, 
upon which ... positions are polarised.” 


The report urges more attention to different understandings of the nature of 
the church (ecclesiology), but cautions against “asking for more than what is 
both sufficient and required for full visible unity”. It says chances for 
church response to and reception into its life of BEM and the bilaterals are 
“opportunities for renewal". It urges responses more broadly than from a 
“small number ... with a specialist interest in ecumenical questions." 


Looking at relationships between bilaterals and efforts to bring together 
Christians of different traditions in united churches, the report says some 
results are “readily welcomed by all concerned", but that the two approaches 
may also interact to “produce painful tensions even for those who believe the 
outcome to be right". This might be the case, for example, if a denomination 
seemed to be forced to choose between unity with its tradition in other places 
and with other traditions in its own place. The report does note that 
“churches impeded in their efforts for unity by a variety of factors other 
than the doctrinal can be encouraged by the wider church to renew their quest.” 


Meeting near WCC headquarters here, the Fourth Forum on _ Bilateral 
Conversations was administered by the WCC Faith and Order Commission (FOC) at 
the request of the Conference of Secretaries of Christian World Communions. 
Previous forums met in 1978, 1979, and 1980. Present here were Roman 
Catholic, Old Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, Disciples, Anglican, 
Eastern Orthodox, Methodist, and (for the first time) United representatives 
(from the Uniting Church in Australia and the United Reformed Church in the 
UK) as well as FOC consultants. 
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BOMBING'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY Ecumenical Press 


MARKED BY DRESDEN CHURCHES Service 85.03./1 


[This item is abridged and adapted from the Berlin-based church news agency 
ENA. It was translated by the WCC language service. ] 


DRESDEN (EPS) - Far into the night of 13-14 February thousands of candles 
glowed among the ruins of the Frauenkirche here. Almost all the 5000 or more 
people who attended an ecumenical memorial service in the Kreuzkirche to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the bombing of Dresden had gone with lighted candles 
and flowers to the ruins. They wove garlands of flowers into the railings 
around the ruins of the Frauenkirche. 


During the service in the Kreuzkirche, eye-witness reports of the inferno were 
read out, illustrating the horror of the firestorm that raged here on 13 
February 1945 with personal examples, experiences, and_ stories. These 
personal testimonies are part of an exhibition of photos and documents put 
together by local church peace groups. 


Lutheran regional bishop Johannes Hempel referred to them in his sermon. It 
was natural, he said, that 13 February 1945 should be remembered with pain and 
sorrow. "But we also have to look to the future. We have 40 years of peace 
behind us. But today there would be no need for 750 four-engined bombers; 
one anonymous missile armed with nuclear warhead would be enough.” 


Hempel compared the journey of the past 40 years with the 40 years the people 
of Israel wandered in the desert after coming out of Egypt. Like Israel, he 
said, they had seen many good things in that time but there were still things 
unresolved. The fact that World War Two led to two German states and so many 
frontiers was a lasting cause for sorrow. "And the heaviest burden of all”, 
he said, “is the weapons”. 


As the bells began to peal to mark the start of the bombing raid forty years 
ago, the bishop said, "Today there are no bombs. The bells are ringing only 
so that we may remember. But, please, for our children's sake, do not harden 


"7 


your hearts? 


At the start of the service, which was attended by many ecumenical guests, 
including some from Dresden's partner town, Coventry, a candle of peace was 
Tit. It had already burned at the memorial service to mark the anniversary 
of the destruction of Magdeburg on 16 January and is travelling through many 
parts of the country during these weeks on a “path of reconciliation and 
light’. 


The exhibition of photos, documents and material about the destruction of 
Dresden was set out in the Kreuzkirche by members of Roman Catholic and 
Lutheran congregations here. The exhibition moves from '‘'before' through 
‘destruction’ to 'after' and then on to the rebirth of ‘hope’. One is struck 
by the beauty of the city before the air raids. About 3000 tons of fire 
bombs and explosives wiped out the city 40 years ago, in three air raids which 
killed at least 35,000 people and left only 20 percent of the houses in the 
suburbs standing. The number of inhabitants fell from 600,000 to 369,000 at 
the end of February 1945. 


The photos also record first hesitant efforts to make a new start at the end 
of the war. Once the ruins were removed, reflection on the whole context 
began. The first church services are also recorded - first 30 worshippers, 
then 71 for example, in the ruined parish house of the destroyed Zionskirche. 
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NEW CALEDONIAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 


CALL FOR PEACE PRAYER, DIALOG Service 85.03.72 
NOUMEA (EPS) - Leaders of the three main denominations in the French South 


Pacific territory of New Caledonia have appealed for a period of intense 
dialogue and prayer for peace, especially during the last week of March, 
because the situation here has "seriously deteriorated" since their previous 
appeal (25 October, EPS 84.12.74). © 


The new call is co-signed by Roman Catholic Archbishop Michel Calvet, 
Evangelical Church President Jacques Ajapuhnia, and Evangelical Free Church 
Vice President Watre Hanye. They speak of “a climate of fear, mistrust, 
lying, and hatred” in the territory which has “made all dialogue difficult, 
perhaps even impossible.” 


Leaders of the Kanaks, descendants of its original inhabitants and now a 
minority in the territory, have been calling for independence, a course 
resisted by many of the descendants of French settlers here (EPS 84.03.67, 
O4uatn® Ol.64 8 85 01455. 0ge52). The territory has been the _ scene of 
demonstrations and violence on the issue in recent months. 


The church leaders urge the territory's political leaders to work together, 
bearing in mind “legitimate rights and aspirations of the different parts of 
the population”. They also call for efforts to “understand others, respecting 
differences and rejecting ... all forms of racism." 


EPS 


Danish bishops, rabbi express concern on Iranians EPS 85.03.73 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - Lutheran Bishop Ole Bertelsen, Roman Catholic Bishop Hans 
Martensen, and Rabbi Bent Melchior issued a joint statement of concern about 
the possible fate of Iranians in Denmark if they are sent back to Turkey, and 
possibly from there to Iran. The trio was responding to the case of two 
Iranians which a Danish refugee tribunal declared must leave the country. One 
of the two subsequently tried to commit suicide.) Late last month, about 100 
Iranian refugees met for a weekend in the Lutheran cathedral here to express 
their concern (EPS 85.03.27). The bishops and the rabbi say the refugees' 
action was not a demonstration or occupation, but a sign of helplessness. The 
refugees (Muslims) were present for worship on the Sunday morning and helped 
cathedral personnel clear away snow. During the weekend, the cathedral 
received several bomb threats, and two persons said they were withdrawing 
their church membership because of the hospitality shown the refugees. A 
final government decision on the expulsion is pending. 


Boesak decision delayed till at least 18 March EPS 85.03.74 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - A substantive church decision about the status of Allan 
Boesak in connection with a “relationship” he has had with a woman has been 
postponed until at least 18 March. Boesak, married and the father of four, is 
a leading-opponent of the South African system of race separation with white 
Supremacy (apartheid), president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
and a minister of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK). An NGSK Ring 
(regional unit) was to meet 11 March to rule on the substance of the charges, 
but the meeting did not take place after challenges were made to _ the 
credentials of some attending, and questions were raised about the legal 
Status of the earlier decision of the Boesak's consistory (congregational 
council) to take no action on the allegations. If the permanent law 
commission of the NGSK synod was able to rule on these two matters by that 
time, a ring meeting to consider the issue was to take place on 18 March. 


EPS 


British church leaders comment on end of miners' strike EPS 85.03.75 
LONDON (EPS) - The end earlier this month of the British coal miners’ strike, 
which lasted almost a year, brought responses from British church leaders. 
Among them, the Anglican primate of all England, Canterbury Archbishop Robert 
Runcie, said there "must be reconciliation in mining communities.” General 
Secretary Noel Davies of the Council of Churches for Wales said the end of the 
strike still leaves unresolved questions, for example, about government energy 
policy, about which “the churches have a very crucial role to play still." 


Methodist centennial in Malaysia and Singapore EPS 85.03.76 
SINGPAORE (EPS) - Celebrations of 100 years of Methodism in Singapore and in 


neighbouring Malaysia were held last month here and last December in 
Malaysia. A century ago, the area was under British control. 


Jamaican Moravian President Cuthbert shot dead EPS 85.03.77 
KINGSTON (EPS) - President Robert W.M. Cuthbert, 50, of the Moravian Church in 
Jamaica was found shot dead, slumped over in his car (24 February). Murder 
and motive are unknown, though US Moravian church leaders were reported by New 
York-based Religious News Service as saying they have no reason to think the 
crime was politically motivated. Cuthbert was founder and first director 
(1969-80) of the agency Christian Action for Development in the Caribbean. He 
was also a former associate general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches, and had been a pastor in the US, Canada, Trindad, Tobago, and 
Barbados. He was also general secretary of the Moravian service agency Unitas. 


UDF rally expresses solidarity EPS 85.03.78 
DURBAN (EPS) - The United Democratic Front, a coalition of organizations 


opposed to the South African system of race separation with white supremacy 
(apartheid), held a mass rally here (27 February) to express solidarity with 
UDF leaders facing treason charges. Among those addressing the rally were 
Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley, and 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak. 


US UCC leaders urged Central America policy changes EPS 85.03.79 
NEW YORK (EPS) - United Church of Christ President Avery Post and 14 other UCC 


national staff and regional conference leaders have urged the US government to 
make fundamental changes in its policy in Honduras, El Salvador, and 
Nicaragua. The UCC letter to US legislators and administration officials came 
after the group spent 12 days in Central America in January. 


US denomination debates abortion policy EPS 85.03.80 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The March newsletter of the United Church of Christ, based 
here, reports that abortion “continues to spark controversy within the UCC", 
despite four general synod resolutions since 1971 defending a woman's right to 
choose to have an abortion. In January, the “women's interstaff team" of 
various UCC agencies issued a statement lamenting “violence” (a reference to 
the bombing of abortion clinics) which is “increasingly ... part of ... 
anti-abortion activism.” Connie Carmany, director of the UCC Friends for Life 
group, said it would “not allow the issue of bombings to draw attention away 
from the violence that is done to God's innocent pre-born children, as 4000 of 
them are killed in this country every day by the abortion industry.” 


First RC preacher in four centuries in Lincoln cathedral *cEP$ 485,034.81 
LINCOLN (EPS) - Basil Cardinal Hume, head of the Roman Catholic Church in 
England and Wales, was the first Roman Catholic leader in 400 years to preach 
in what is now the Anglican cathedral here. Also participating in the 
ecumenical service, “Together on the Way" (24 February) were area Methodist, 
Baptist, and United Reformed leaders. 


EPS 


Namibian church leader protests new regulations EPS 651 03782 
WINDHOEK (EPS) - General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches 
in Namibia protested new South African regulations which "isolate the ... 
north from the rest of Namibia and from the world.” Shejavali said it would 
“hamper the work of the churches” in an area where “the war imposed upon us by 
the colonial power is occurring.” South Africa designated (11 March) northern 
Namibia a “security zone", which means access is prohibited without a police 
permit. About half of Namibia's 1.2 million people live in the affected area. 


US religious leaders call for end to ‘constructive engagement’ EPS 85.03.83 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - In an open letter to Congress, more than 300 religious 


leaders urge an end to the US policy of “constructive engagement" with South 
Africa. Signers include officials of the National Council of Churches, United 
Church of Christ, Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church in America, 
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), and Unitarian Universalist Association. 


Variety of US religious leaders appeal on sanctuary EPS 85.03.84 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - Among the more than 250 US Christian and Jewish leaders 


signing a call for an investigation of the recent arrests of church workers 
offering sanctuary for Central American refugees (EPS 85.02.41,75) were 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the National Council of Churches, Greek 
[Eastern] Orthodox Archbishop lIakovos, Presbyterian Stated Clerk James 
Andrews, United Church of Christ President Avery Post, and Disciples General 
Minister Kenneth Teegarden. Other signers included Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
and Methodist bishops, heads of Presbyterian presbyteries and United Methodist 
annual conferences, and of Roman Catholic religious orders. 


Unification Church sends mailings to 300,000 clergy EPS 85.03.85 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The Unification Church of Sun Myung Moon has sent "a gift ... 
from some folks who care" to an estimated 300,000 clergy - two books, two 


letters, two brochures, and three videotapes. Unification President Mose 
Durst said his group wanted to “share in a direct and candid way who we are 
and what we believe.” Moon is now serving an 18-month prison term for failure 
to pay 150,000 US dollars in income tax. Several Christian groups, including 
the National Council of Churches and the National Association of Evangelicals, 
have urged review of the conviction on grounds it might reflect impermissible 
government interference in the affairs of a religious group. Moon says the 
money in question was church contributions, not personal income. 


Ugandan Anglican dioceses reported closed EPS 85.03.86 


KAMPALA (EPS) - Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports (4 
March) that offices of three of the 20 Anglican dioceses in Uganda have been 
closed because of fighting between government and anti-government troops. 


Presbyterians restore special Sundays EPS 85.03.87 
PHILADELPHIA (EPS) - The worship committee of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 


Vocation Agency suggested that the agency eliminate several special Sundays in 
its 1986 Presbyterian Planning Calendar. Among others, the committee wanted 
to ax World Communion Sunday (it says it is a myth that it is observed around 
the globe) and Laity Sunday (on grounds it fosters tokenism in lay 
participation and is not a theologically acceptable reflection of the 
priesthood of all believers). The agency council, however, kept those two and 
all the rest of the special Sundays (Joy Gift, Christmas Offering, One Great 
Hour of Sharing, Witness Season, Christian Student, Criminal Justice, and Race 
Relations) and asked the committee to restudy its rationale for removing 
them. It also delayed a proposal to add a Holy Innocents Sunday, which would 
commemorate innocent victims of persecution, violence, or tragedy. 


EPS 


Ugandan bishops voice concern EPS 85.03.88 
KAMPALA (EPS) - Uganda's Roman Catholic bishops have voiced concern about the 
widespread detention without trial, displacement of people, destruction of 
homes and crops by government and anti-government forces, family break-ups, 
and social exclusion on grounds of religion and/or politics. Their letter 
comes in preparation for seven months of celebrations (to begin 15 November 
and continue through 30 June 1986) to mark the 100th anniversary of the death 
of 33 Ugandan Christian martyrs who were burned alive. 


Madagascar leader affirms Marxism and God EPS 85.03.89 
ANTANANARIVO (EPS) - Speaking at worship marking the 150th anniversary of the 
translation of the Bible into Malagasy, Didier Ratsiraka, president of the 
island nation of Madagascar, off the coast of south-east Africa, said that as 
a “deeply and firmly-convinced socialist", he accepts Marxism "because Marx 
was one of the men who fought for freedom [in economic matters]. But I also 
firmly believe in God, were it even to cost my own life", he said during a 
40-minute address in the largest sports arena here in the national capital. 
Ratsiraka, who often quotes extensively from the Bible in his state-of-the- 
nation addresses, said he promotes "all efforts to propagate the Bible because 
the Bible is of great assistance to me in my endeavor to improve national 
morality and behavior". He also rejected “joro", a traditional form of 
religion which used to be a prominent part of all major state ceremonies. 

About half the country's 10 million people are counted as Christian, the rest 
as adherents to various traditional religions. 


Peace groups call for arms pause EPS 85.03.90 
GENEVA (EPS) - As Soviet-US arms control negotiations resumed here (12 March), 
six European and US peace groups, including the Dutch Inter-Church Peace 
Council (IKV) called on the superpowers “as a minimum sign of good faith, to 
initiate a pause at the start of negotiations in the three areas of 
intermediate, strategic, and space weapons.” The groups' statement also 
called for a series of “independent initiatives by other countries, in 
particular European countries in East and West". Besides the IKV, the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (UK), Die Griinen (The Greens, FRG), Nuclear 
Freeze Campaign (US), Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy (US), and Swiss 
Peace Council endorsed the statement. 


US Anglicans plan working class ministries meeting EPS 85.03.91 
BLACKSBURG (Virginia/US) (EPS) - A conference on “working class ministries in 
the [US Anglican] Episcopal Church" is scheduled here (19-21 April). It is to 
feature “presentations by parishes with practical experience in working class 
ministry in such areas as Christian education, leadership development, lay 
leadership training, community outreach, stewardship and parish renewal." 


Stalsett successor chosen EPS 85.03.92 
OSLO (EPS) - The foreign relations council of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway 
has chosen Oslo publisher Per Voksoe to succeed Gunnar Stalsett as a member of 
the central and executive committees of the World Council of Churches. 
Stalsett leaves those posts after having been chosen general secretary of the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation (EPS 85.02.38). Voksoe currently 
chairs the board of Norwegian Church Aid, a development and emergency aid 
agency here. 


Survey shows pastors ill prepared for family problems EPS 85.03.93 
LOS ANGELES (EPS) — A study released here during the annual convention of the 
National Association of Evangelicals suggests few evangelical clergy are 
“specifically prepared” to cope with family crises of church members. It also 
says they “distrust” non-church counsellors. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kevin Cecil: “Communicating Christianity" EPS 85.03.94 


[Cecil, an Anglican priest, received a Sir David James Memorial Award to 
“encourage the advancement of different concepts of ministry in the church”. 
This item is excerpted from the March issue of the Welsh Churchman, monthly of 


the [Anglican] Church in Wales. ] 


The church of the Middle Ages became a great patron of the visual arts by 
projecting Christian beliefs to an illiterate nation. In an age where people 
increasingly do not want to read, how can God's message break through? 
Television, videos and computers are providing more and more distraction. We 
are faced with a choice. If we smashed all the television sets we would be 
in danger of trying to bury our heads in the sand. The fact. is. that 
television is a part of our lives. 


A vignette of the history of communication provides another illustration. In 
the beginning man communicated with man visually through gestures and 
pictures. The refinement of language and hand-written literature came much 
later. The 15th century brought the printing press and five centuries later 
came the broadcast word. But in this late 20th century the wheel has come 
full circle with the development of large-scale technology, visual aids and 
television. It is as if we have hardly begun to know how to communicate 
visually, we whose founder ‘opened the eyes of the blind' to a God who was 
always present in the midst of the ordinary world. 


Teaching of Christianity in the past has often become clichéd, unimaginative 
and lacking in true insight. Christian symbolism has become limited and 
often stereotyped. Traditionally the Holy Spirit has been symbolized by a 
dove; the disadvantage is that this image, if it connects at all in modern 
days, does not show the dynamic powerful movement of the Spirit that drove 
Christ into the wilderness. But there are other images of the Spirit as a 
mighty wind, candle, oil, fire, etc. The problem is of relating this imagery 
to our own lives. Symbols only conjure images that are already within man's 
mind. 


Without a vision of God man is lost; without man having an inner perception 
of himself he not only loses his way but also shrinks within himself. The 
church should enable people to attain their own personal perception of God, 
and encourage them to nurture that vision until it bears fruit in their lives. 


Art has always been used to externalize people's feelings in some pictorial 


way. For many years now drawing has been a device used for the very young 
Sunday school; it seems a shame that this teaching method is abandoned later 
on. All of us have mental pictures of God. Our concepts could add to or 


diminish our spiritual growth. ... Many adults are reluctant to draw because 


they are no good at it, but the drawings do not need to be good to show one's 
vision of God. ... 


Similar techniques could be used with slides to assist people's visual 


concepts of God in contemplative prayer. Drawing, in any case, can 
eventually externalize this inner vision. Symbols, too, can be a useful 
means of identifying a particular group of people. Attractive logos, if 


designed by the group members, can be a useful focal point to define the aims 
of the group. Drama and mime can be recorded on video, as a documentary or 
story is imaginatively worked out in a Study group. ... The Christian message 
must always present itself in new, more relevant ways; by spiritualizing the 


visual media the Church could go a long way to evangelizing the people of the 
twentieth century. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan R. Brockway: "New Religious Movements” EPS 85.03.95 


[Brockway is programme secretary for Jewish-Christian relations at the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from his report to the 
meeting (11-15 March, Swanwick, Derbyshire, England) of the working group of 
the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. ] 


The "new religious movements” are of at least three different types: those 
that claim to derive from Christianity (Unification Church), those that derive 
from Eastern religions (Hare Krishna), and those that may be thought to have a 
secular base (Church of Scientology). They are not new, therefore, in the 
sense that they have no historical antecedents. Their newness derives from 
the fact that, e.g. Hare Krishna, a type of Hinduisn, has made inroads into 
Western (read Christian) culture, where they have been perceived as a threat 
to Christianity and Judaism. The problem they present lies not in their 
"newness" but in their deviation from the accepted norms of Western culture. 


Some of the "new religious movements” have engaged in recruitment practices 
that violate present understandings of human rights, e.g. “brain washing” or 
sexual enticement. Moreover, some of them have demanded relinquishment of 
all material as well as psychological resources from their followers, and have 
been found to be in violation of civil law. 


In their approach to the established churches and councils of churches ... 
they have presented themselves as "legitimate" religions and, as such, have 
urged the establishment of formal dialogue. These efforts have generally 
been rebuffed ... for fear that by acceding to them the churches would provide 
“legitimation" they otherwise would not have, and which they do not deserve. 
The fear is that the churches and church organizations will be “used”. 


The approach of churches and church people has not been uniform, however. 
Some, particularly in the Nordic countries, are mounting vigorous campaigns 
against the new movements, citing the devious ways in which they "lure" youth 
away from the churches and into their fold. Others, specifically in the 
United States, have sided with the Unification Church in civil suits that are 
understood. to be threatening to all religious bodies, thus’ tacitly 
acknowledging the Unification Church to be a legitimate religion. There is 
no consensus among churches on how to “deal” with the phenomenon. ... 


Most persistent of these callers [at the WCC] are those from the Unification 
Church. Several times each year we are invited to attend a Unification- 
sponsored conference (ali expenses paid) that has the endorsement and 
announced participation of academicians and church people who are related to 
the ecumenical movement. These invitations have, until now, routinely been 
rejected, on the basis that acceptance would entail support and recognition. 


The existence of the new religions and their bid to be accepted within the 
larger religious spectrum poses the serious question of the limits of 
religious. pluralism. Are they to be excluded from our commitment to 
religious pluralism? On what basis? Does the WCC have the right - or the 
power — either to confer or to deny legitimation to any religious group? ... 


Are we going to consider the new religions to be threats to the churches and 
to genuine pluralism and thus actively oppose them, or are we going to 
consider them as falling within our understanding of pluralism and enter into 
dialogue with them, even though they may still be threatening? An 
alternative, which is not really an alternative, is to ignore them and hope 
they will go away. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan R. Brockway: "“Jewish-Christian Relations" EPS 85.03.96 


[Brockway is programme secretary for Jewish-Christian relations at the Geneva- 

based World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from his report to the 
meeting (11-15 March, Swanwick, Derbyshire, England) of the working group of 
the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialgoue with People of Living Faiths. The reference to 
“Ecumenical Considerations” is to a 1982 document, "Ecumenical Considerations 
on Jewish-Christian Dialogue” which was "received and commended to. the 
churches for study and action” by the WCC executive committee (16 July 1982).] 


... Dialogue between Jews and Christians has become sophisticated religiously, 
and is having significant effect on Christian teaching ‘about Jews as well as 
revision or elimination of anti-Judaic liturgies and preaching. At the same 
time the relation between the churches and the Jewish people has deteriorated 
and tension between them continues to mount because of different 
interpretations of the state of Israel and the war between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. 


This tension appears not to be susceptible to amelioration by the usual 
dialogical techniques. But because of the dialogue's success, those on both 
sides who engage in it tend to become frustrated and angry when their 
co-religionists who have not been directly involved in the dialogue appear to 
ignore what years of dialogue experience has taught. 


When “dialogical"” Christians sit down with “international” or “political” 
Christians, the first group turns up an "Israel is vulnerable” card, those in 
the second group turn up an “Israel oppresses the Palestinians" card, and the 
latter usually seems to be trump. It is a situation that seriously threatens 
to damage the interreligious dialogue itself. 


These observations lead directly back to the “Ecumenical Considerations" and 
the extent to which they can assist in what is a new demand on interreligious 
dialogue: to be a vehicle for understanding, reconciliation, and change on 
the part of the organized Jewish and Christian communities, leading to the 
elimination of tension in the relationships between them. Can dialogue 
assist the churches and the ecumenical movement actively to understand that 
concern for, and identity with, the Palestinian people is not necessarily 


incompatible with concern for, and identity with, the Jewish people - who 
today are inseparable from the state of Israel, its well-being and continued 
existence? Can dialogue help the churches and the ecumenical movement to 


express their identity with Israel when they act in support of the 
Palestinians and vice versa? 


It is unlikely that the "Ecumenical Considerations” or similar statements on 
Jewish-Christian dialogue by the member churches of the World Council of 
Churches can in themselves provide positive answers to these questions. 
Statements on interreligious dialogue do not address today's situation, which 
requires dialogue between Jews and Jews and, particularly, between Christians 
and Christians. The “Ecumenical Considerations" are an excellent statement 
of where Christians have generally arrived in their understanding of Judaism. 
The next step is an equally arduous effort to understand Jews ... . 


I confess to mixed feelings about the prospects for the relation between the 
churches and the Jewish people. On the one hand, I see the opportunity for a 
breakthrough of historic proportions and am excited and encouraged. But on 
the other hand, I see huge obstacles, the necessity for delicate negotiations, 
and the prospect of failure that could require years, if not decades, to 
reverse. The next five or six years are indeed critical. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Giinther Gassmann: "What Good are Theological Dialogues?" EPS 85.03.97 


[Gassmann is director of the Faith and Order Commission of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from his presentation to 
the Fourth Forum on Bilateral Dialogues (EPS 85.03.70). ] 


The dialogues are first of all a reminder of and response to the fact that the 
ecumenical movement is rooted in history - in past and present history and 
oriented towards shaping future history. They contradict all those who want 
to make us believe that the sole appropriate dimension of ecumenical thinking 
and action is the present actuality with its challenges and opportunities. 


The dialogues take seriously the fact that all Christians and Christian 
traditions are shaped by a long history, a history in which the human and 
churchly response to God's revelation in Jesus Christ has taken different and 
often divisive forms and has thereby influenced and moulded us much more 
deeply, often subconsciously, than many of our people are consciously aware. 


We who are involved in theological dialogues are often told that our concerns 
are no longer the concerns of the people in the churches. But when recently, 
and there are similar examples, the Roman Catholic authorities in Switzerland 
proposed to re-establish a bishop's see in Geneva, there was an outcry among 
the Reformed population of that city. It revealed all the old prejudices, 
but also serious theological objections against the office of a Roman Catholic 
bishop from a Reformed perspective. The memories of past history, which were 
obviously not touched by present ecumenical activities, became an effective 
reality in the present. 


Together the bilateral and multilateral dialogues take past history seriously. 
They are struggling to overcome that history insofar as it is marked by 
dividing concepts of Christian truth, the emergence of mutually exclusive 
structures of church order and authority and the conditioning of people's 
minds in such ways that prevent mutual trust and community. 


These dialogues take present history seriously in that they base their 
considerations and goals on the movements and changes in current biblical and 
historical research and theological reflection. They relate consciously to 
the life of Christian communities today as it finds expression in worship, 
spirituality and the tasks of mission and service in the world. 


These dialogues are oriented towards future history in that they have as their 
purpose to prepare the way for changed relationships between the churches, 
relationships which correspond better than at present to Christ's gift and 
will, to God's reconciling and life-preserving purpose in history and to the 
Holy Spirit's leading the People of God towards renewal and koinonia. A 
renewed koinonia which can become a universal sign and instrument of God's 
purpose for the world and a foretaste of the new heaven and earth which will 
supersede all our efforts and dreams. 


Seen in this perspective the dialogues are at the heart of the ecumenical 
movement. They fulfil a task which is indispensable, if we are really 
serious about the ecumenical call to be agents of God's will and purpose for 
the church and the world. But nobody will dispute the necessity that the 


dialogues have to be complemented by other ecumenical efforts. They are as 
indispensable as that concentration on the heart of the ecumenical matter 
which is at present realized - in common —- in the form of bilateral and 


multilateral dialogues. 
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ECUVIEW/Emmanuel Lanne: “Christian Unity - Local and World” EPS 85.03.98 


{[Lanne, a Roman Catholic Benedictine monk and a member of the Faith and Order 
Commission of the World Council of Churches, participated in the Fourth Forum 
on Bilateral Conversations (EPS 85.03.70). This item is excerpted from his 
presentation to the group.] 


..-. No Christian witness can be given on either the supra-local or world level 


unless it is first incarnated on the local level. This was pointed out 
earlier: it is the particular community which first manifests the Church of 
God. Ecumenism on the local level (whether parish, diocesan, national, or 


regional) is the soil necessary for any and all authentic search for Christian 
unity, and local visibility must be the result of the re-discovered full 
“koinonia” (Christian community). It is therefore of capital importance to 
pursue with wholesome sincerity the search for unity on the local level. 


However, for the local communities very much aware of belonging to a world 
communion this search for unity on the local level cannot take place to the 
detriment of the koinonia already existent on the world level without running 
the risk of compromising its very ecclesial being. 


Certainly, this facet of the problem is felt to a greater extent by the 
churches of “catholic” tradition than those connected with a more strictly 
“reformed” tradition. It would nevertheless seem that the very logic of the 
bilateral conversations between the Christian communions will necessarily lead 
them all to perceive this to an ever-increasing extent. 


At this point I would venture an attempt at a very brief diagnosis of another 
cause of uneasiness which some people feel with regard to the unity we seek 
both in the work done by the bilateral conversations of the Christian 
communions as well as in the multilateral ecumenical effort as embodied in the 
World Council of Churches. ... 


People often conclude that unity is not an end unto itself but is to be sought 
in view of the mission. ... Let us say immediately and quite clearly that 
there is no doubt whatsoever that the division is a scandal for the mission 
and that it formally contradicts the Lord's will. We all agree on that. 
Also true is the fact that unity is not to be sought in an introverted manner 
in order for Christians to huddle together and feel really protected against 
the world's problems. This type of introversion can exist. 


However, there is a real danger of making the search for unity a means: the 
means of renewal for the mission. ... If it were like this then we would 
risk losing sight of the fact that unity is the ultimate end of God's plan for 
all of humanity: “gather together in unity the scattered children of God". 


In my opinion, there lies the reason why the unity of the disciples is so 
important: it is a sacramental anticipation (through baptism and _ the 
eucharist) of the unity of all God's children who are to be gathered together 
by the mission, by the proclamation of the gospel on the part of disciples who 
are united and of the same mind. Ecclesial unity anticipates eschatological 
unity: it manifests the kingdom already present in reality and in this sense 
is it an end in itself. 


Here again, certain Christian communions are more perceptive than others with 
respect of this aspect of the search for unity. However, I do feel that all 


of us must realize that there may be a misunderstanding to be dispelled. ... 
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WCC 1985, the special 64-page January-February issue of the WCC monthly 
magazine One World, an overview of WCC work from the Vancouver Assembly 
through the end of 1984, is being sent without charge to all EPS subscribers 
not already on the One World mailing list. Of particular reference value for 
journalists are the extensive descriptions of activities and plans of the 
three WCC program units with their fourteen subunits. Additional copies of the 
issue are available for 5 Swiss francs, 2.25 US dollars or 1.65 UK pounds. 
Discounts are available for orders of more than 10 copies. French, German and 
Spanish translations are expected by May. 


The March issue of One World includes articles on a broad range of activities 
being undertaken by the US church to study documents on baptisn, eucharist, 
and ministry; homelessness in Britain; the church in China; hunger in 
Mozambique; and the emphasis on “theology by the people” by the WCC Program on 
Theological Education. Sample copies are available for journalists from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 
August at Centro Cultural San Martin in central Buenos Aires. Some hotel 
rooms for media representatives will be available at the Hotel Bauen, at a 
cost of 36 US dollars per night (including breakfast). Bargain roundtrip 
fares negotiated with Aerolineas Argentinas will also be available to media 
representatives, Documents and other material for journalists will be 
available in French, Spanish, English, German, and (to a limited extent) in 
Portuguese. Some telephones will be reserved for journalists. They are asked 
to bring their own typewriters. A WCC-staffed recording studio will be 
available in the conference centre. Broadcasters are asked to bring their own 
portable equipment. There will be audio feeds from the conference hall, and 
brief audio excerpts of plenaries will be available to broadcasters. Black- 
and-white photos will be available. Accreditation applications and more 
information about arrangements are available from Claudie Perez, WCC/ 
Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The deadline for accreditation 


requests is 15 May. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
has available to journalists on request information on an appeal for 25,000 US 
dollars in connection with the recent earthquake in Chile. Immediate needs 
are for food, temporary shelter, clothing and blankets. 


Further information, EPS 85.03.92: The filling of vacancies on the WCC 
central and executive committee requires a vote by the central committee. In 
the case of central committee replacements, the WCC constitution provides that 
the vacancy be filled “after consultation with the church of which the person 
previously occupying the position was a member.” 


Further information, EPS 85.03.82: In an action after the statement of its 
general secretary, the executive committee of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia voted (14 March) its “dismay and deep concern” about new South African 
security restrictions on the northern half of Namibia. 


Change, EPS 85.02.101: The date in line 6, paragraph 3 should be 1981. 


BOESAK CLEARED Ecumenical Press 


AND REINSTATED Service 85.03.99 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Allan Boesak, president of the Geneva-based World 


Alliance of Reformed Churches and a leading opponent of the South African 
system of race separation with white supremacy (apartheid), has been cleared 
by a regional unit (ring) of his denomination (the Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church, NGSK) following allegations of an extra-marital affair between him and 
Di Scott, a former employee of the South African Council of Churches. 


Pending a ring decision, Boesak was suspended as an NGSK minister (EPS 
85.03.02,74). The decision (19 March) followed two evenings of what the South 
African church news agency ENS described as “long and_ penetrating 
deliberations." Ring chairman J.C. Adonis declined comment on the outcome, 
and Boesak could not be reached for comment the next morning, ENS reported. 


Text of the decision was to be released 20 March. It was reportedly approved 
by an overwhelming majority. Its effect is to lift the suspension and 
reinstate Boesak as an NGSK minister. It reportedly rejects as groundless and 
without foundation press allegations about the Scott-Boesak relationship. 


Earlier this year, Boesak, married and father of four, said Scott was a great 
help to him in his work. He spoke publicly of a “relationship” between then, 
but did not elaborate. 


EPS 


NIGERIAN DOCTORS' STRIKE Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS CHURCH RESPONSE Service 85.03.100 


LAGOS (EPS) - Leaders of the Christian Association of Nigeria, a grouping of 
denominations accounting for most of Nigeria's Christians, deplored (28 
February) the nationwide doctors' strike. At the same time, they urged the 
government to remove its ban on two professional associations, the Nigerian 
Medical Association and the Nigerian Association of Resident Doctors. 


The CAN statement adds, however, that the two associations “should be made to 
realize the momentous, invaluable, and sacred roles they can play, as highly 
enlightened and professional groups, in the promotion of the health care of 
the nation. They should never again make the nation have the impression that 
they are mere trade unions, whose primary interest lies in the material 
benefits they could win for members of their profession.” 


In addition, the church leaders “earnestly plead with the federal government 
to extend its clemency and magnanimity to those medical doctors who, we 
understand, have been arrested and locked up, as well as to those who were, 
and still stand, dismissed from their various services." The leaders also 
call for a “national policy on health," so Nigeria can have a “competent and 
enviable health-care scheme which befits us as the elephant of Africa.” 


In conclusion, the CAN statement refers to suggestions that “the real motive 
behind the doctors' strike action is the desire to help the internal and 
external enemies of this nation realize their nefarious ambition to throw our 
country into confusion and discredit the present military regime." The 
leaders say that “as far as we can ascertain, after thorough investigations 
into the causes of the strike, the doctors never had, and do not have, such an 
impure motive.” The strike was reported to be ending on 20 March. 


EPS 


CHURCH OF SWEDEN Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLY MEETS Service 85.03.101 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - At its meeting here (5-16 March), the general assembly of 
the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) decided to ask all congregations as well 
as SK organizations to get rid of all shares in companies doing business in 
South Africa and Namibia. Six of the 251 assembly members did not agree. 


In response to an assembly question, the SK church doctrine commission said 
there are no doctrinal reasons why the phrase “and from the Son" ("filioque") 
cannot be omitted from the reference in the Nicene Creed to the source of the 
Holy Spirit. All Christians who use the creed affirm that the Spirit comes 
from God the Father, but Orthodox do not add the reference to the Son, while 
most other Christians who use the creed do include it. The assembly decided 
to consult further on this question with other Nordic churches. 


Discussing the 1982 international, ecumenical, theological convergence text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), the assembly observed that the 
expressions of ministry change over time, noting, for instance, the 
development of a group of Swedish church workers with mainly educational 
responsibilities. Whether these people are to be ordained is now under 
discussion. 


In other action, the assembly approved a statement against torture, and 
decided to ask the government to change assembly rules to give all SK bishops 
the right to vote. Currently, the 13 SK bishops must attend and may speak at 
the assembly, but only those elected to it can vote. 


EPS 
FRENCH CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
MEET TO DISCUSS BEM Service 85.03.102 
LYON (France) (EPS) - Seventy-two representatives of the four main Lutheran 


and Reformed denominations in France met here (9-10 March) to discuss the 1982 
international, ecumenical theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, 
and ministry (BEM). The Paris-based church news agency BIP reports the text 
prompted diverse reactions, "more negative or critical than positive." 


The gathering here suggested it would be helpful to add to BEM reflections on 
the relationships between scripture and tradition, word and sacrament, and on 
the role of the church. Its statement also says BEM's "“ecclesiological, 
Sacramental, and patristic language is not our usual language, nor the 
expression of our thought structure," but adds that “we do not reject it” 
because “we are convinced that we need not come to a uniform language,” 
provided the varying languages of different Christian traditions are 
expressing the same faith. 


Participants in a WCC-sponsored ecumenical team visit to France (8-21 March) 
also attended the meeting here. 


EPS 


Church consultation supports NZ government on nuclear ships EPS 85.03.103 


SYDNEY (EPS) - A consultation here of Australian, New Zealand, and Pacific 
church representatives sent a message of support to the New Zealand government 
for its ban on nuclear ships in its ports (EPS 85.03.41), the March issue of 
Geneva-based Reformed Press Service reports. 


EPS 


US CHURCH ATTENTION TO Ecumenical Press 
CHILE SITUATION ON RISE Service 85.03.1004 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - The human rights situation in Chile is beginning 
to draw renewed attention from churches in the United States. 


Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Central America as a whole stand so much in the 
centre of US concern that Chile remains comparatively a marginal interest. 
But efforts are underway in some quarters to alert church members and the 
nation to events in Chile, and to express support for Chileans in conflict 
with the government of President Augusto Pinochet. 


To some minds, oppression and human rights abuse in Chile have again grown as 
serious and deserving of attention as in the months after 11 September 1973, 
when Pinochet led a military coup against a Marxist president, Salvador 
Allende, elected by a plurality in a 1970 three-way contest. T tip ds 
acknowledged that killing does not now occur on the scale it did then, but 
torture and other repressive actions have allegedly become frequent again 
after a period when some relaxation was felt, with adoption of a constitution 
in 1980 and an election in 1981 giving Pinochet an eight-year terms 


The National Council of Churches, based here, has made some effort to arouse 
interest in recent Chilean events, especially since Pinochet declared a state 
of siege 6 November 1984 (renewed 4 February 1985). Oscar Bolioli and 
Antonio Ramos, NCC Latin America secretaries, say a primary goal is to 
maintain relationships with the Chilean churches so they will not feel 
isolated in their struggle against government oppression. 


They sponsored a pastoral visit last 27-31 December to Chile by Wilson Boots, 
a former missionary to Bolivia who is now a district superintendent in the New 
York annual conference of the United Methodist Church. Since his return, he 
has sought to convey a sense of urgency about the severe poverty and human 
rights abuses suffered by the Chilean people. 


Ramos and Bolioli say they also work in close association with the Latin 
America Council of Churches as it attempts to support the Chilean churches 
through pastoral delegations and other means. 


In February, Dwain Epps, NCC international affairs secretary, attended a joint 
meeting of the Latin America and Caribbean councils to plan a 1986 
consultation on church-state and church-power relations. The nature of these 
relations, he says, shifted to some degree after the 1964 coup in Brazil but 
more fundamentally in response to Pinochet's seizure of power in Chile. At 
the consultation, the churches are to assess the more vocal role many of them 
are now taking in opposing repressive governments, along with the temptation 
felt by some Protestant churches to give rulers moral endorsement in return 
for a long-sought status of equality with Roman Catholics, Epps says. 


Some US support to Chilean churches is conveyed through denominational 


channels. Nora Boots, a Bolivian married to Wilson Boots, is Latin America 
secretary for the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries and went with 
her husband on the NCC-sponsored visit to Chile. Then she stayed on and, 


with another executive of her department, Joseph Perez, attended the annual 
meeting of the Chilean Methodist Church. While there, they expressed their 
backing of the Chilean church in its witness for human rights, and since their 
return to the US, they have been interpreting Chilean developments to their 
constituency. 


(over ) 


US church attention to Chile/2 


A group of Chilean exiles in the New York area have formed a Secretariat in 


Solidarity with Chile, and some church people participate in its efforts to 
educate the US public about conditions in their homeland and to arouse concern. 


Sarah Saavedra, an assistant in the NCC Latin America department, coordinates 
the secretariat's human rights commission. On the weekend of 14-16 December, 
commission members sponsored a 48-hour fast at New York's Riverside Church, 
with a press conference at the beginning of the period and worship at the end. 


On 22 February, the commission joined with a peace group, Clergy and Laity 
Concerned, to hold a press conference presenting people who had visited 
Chile. These included Wilson Boots and a US Roman Catholic priest, Dennis 
O'Mara, who was a missionary in Chile until expelled 27 December. O'Mara had 
been supporting protest actions led by the Movement Against Torture "Sebastian 
Acevedo", named, he said, for a man who poured gasoline over himself and set 
himself afire after the police took his son and daughter and refused to 
acknowledge their arrest. 


O'Mara was expelled after his fifth arrest, which was for distributing cards 
wishing Chileans “a Christmas without Herods and a New Year without torturers”. 
He said his involvement as a foreigner in protest activity was justified both 
because the issues are important beyond nationality, and because of US 
involvement in bringing the Pinochet dictatorship to power and sustaining it. 


The leading role of the Roman Catholic Church in Chile, particularly the 
Santiago archdiocese, in supporting human rights has helped strengthen the 
interest of US Roman Catholics in Chile. They have grown increasingly 
disturbed as they heard of such incidents as the Chilean government refusing 
to readmit Ignacio Gutierrez, a Spanish Jesuit heading the archdiocesan 
Vicariate of Solidarity, after he criticized Chile's human rights record 
during a Rome visit; the Chilean government refusing to let Santiago 
Archbishop Juan Francisco Fresno, who condemned the state of siege in a 
pastoral letter 14 November, use the public media to voice his concern; the 
forced cancellation of a planned bishops' forum on "The Path to Democracy”; 
O'Mara's expulsion; and the imprisonment, exiling, and other measures taken 
against government opponents. 


Thomas Quigley, Latin America secretary of the US Catholic Conference, says 
Central America has been such a major preoccupation of the US bishops recently 
that they have given relatively little attention to Chile. But he says they 
continue their basic posture of backing the Chilean bishops and voicing 
concern over particular incidents. 


In a recent meeting with diocesan social action directors, Quigley found "a 
growing awareness that Chile is back on the agenda”. But this awareness, he 
adds, remains "“ill-focused", with people unsure how. to express’ their 
concern. A scheduled visit to the US by the president of the Chilean Roman 
Catholic bishops' conference late this month was expected to provide an 
opportunity for further coordination. 


A Chile Week is to be observed in the US 18-24 May. Its primary sponsors are 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the War Resisters League, but 
participants are to include church executives such as Quigley and _ the 
Washington Office on Latin America (an ecumenical, church-sponsored agency). 
Activities scheduled for the week include religious services as well as 
vigils, picket lines, educational events and civil disobedience. 


EPS 


"GRASSROOTS SYNOD' DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 
IMPLICATIONS OF PEACE WORK Service 85.03.105 


SCHWERIN (GDR) (EPS) - About 200 church representatives met here (1-3 March) 
for a third annual "grassroots synod" to discuss the implications of church 
peace work in the [East] German Democratic Republic (DDR). Mecklenburg 
Lutheran Bishop Christoph Stier told the group that concern for peace between 
individuals, between peoples, and within nature are inseparable. He said the 
church's affirmation of the peace God's peace should lead to credible witness 
and effective service for peace. 


The gathering included four sections ~- on responsibilities of the government 
and the governed in a socialist country, various understandings of security 
reflected by church and state, the “ecological crisis and individual living 
space,” and the international economic order. 


The meeting made several recommendations, among them creation of a fulltime 
DDR church executive secretary for peace issues, and a proposal that all eight 
Evangelical Landeskirchen (regional United and Lutheran denominations) 
dedicate one week a year to focus on responsibility for the environment. The 
group also urged them to take up a World Council of Churches suggestion that 
denominations set aside two percent of their budgets for development work. 


EPS 


GUYANA CHURCH COUNCIL'S Ecumenical Press 
ANNUAL MEETING DISRUPTED Service 85.03.106 


SUBRYANVILLE (Guyana) (EPS) - The annual general meeting (AGM) of the Guyana 
Council of Churches (12 March) was disrupted by a group of men and male 
‘teenagers who identified themselves as acting on behalf of the ruling party. 
For a time, those in the Anglican youth centre here where the meeting was to 
take place were prevented from leaving, and those arriving kept from entering. 


A statement from the GCC said that “despite numerous phone calls, the police 
refused to act for several hours,” and that though they did eventually clear 
the grounds, they were reoccupied and the meeting further disrupted once they 
left. On the previous day, the council reports, “a high-powered delegation of 
the ruling party” came to a preparatory gathering for the AGM and presented a 
resolution, apparently in response to a council working paper. 


The council said it "can only deplore this resort to the use of force by the 
governing authorities to prevent the meeting taking place because they feared 
adverse comments may be made.” 


EPS 
Removal from clergy roster recommended for activist pastor EPS 85.03.107 


PITTSBURGH (EPS) - A 15-person disciplinary panel announced (12 March) its 
unanimous recommendation that D. Douglas Roth be removed from the clergy 
roster of the Lutheran Church in America. The panel found that Roth, 
suspended as pastor of a parish near here last October, "repeatedly and 
willfully” violated the constitutions of the LCA and of the regional LCA 
synod. The pastor became a symbol of confrontational tactics on behalf of the 
unemployed in region, and his case attracted international attention (EPS 
84.12.83). The panel recommendation now goes to the synod convention 6-8 June 
for action. "Mellon Bank [one of the principal targets of Roth and his 
supporters] has defrocked their first pastor,” Roth said. 


EPS 


STUDY OF OTHER FAITHS' Ecumenical Press 
SIGNIFICANCE PROJECTED Service 85.03.108 


SWANWICK (Derbyshire/England) (EPS/T.K. Thomas) - Meeting here (11-15 March), 
the 25-member Dialogue Working Group of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches outlined a multi-year programme of study, workshops, and meetings for 
the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. A focus of the 
sub-unit's work in the next years is to be the theological significance of 
people of other faiths. 


For centuries the church has viewed people of other faiths chiefly as raw 
material for conversion to Christianity. The proposed study is meant to help 
the church understand people of other faiths theologically. Designed to 
raise awareness of dialogue issues at local levels, the study is to conclude 
with a major conference in 1989. 


Among meetings recommended by the working group are workshops in India to 
share concepts of and guidelines for dialogue, and prepare participants for 
dialogue in local situations; Jewish-Christian dialogues in Africa and 
Australia; Muslim-Christian dialogues in Africa and Asia; conversations with 
followers of traditional religions in Africa, North America and the Pacific; 
a multi-faith dialogue in India, and a dialogue specifically for women; and a 
Buddhist-Christian meeting in Asia. 


A June consultation in Kuala Lumpur on the implications of interfaith dialogue 
for theological education today (to be convened jointly with the WCC Programme 
on Theological Education) is to take up such questions as: How are theology 
and religions taught in seminaries which prepare ministers to serve in 
religiously-plural societies, and, what is the concept of mission these 
pastors receive as a result of their training? Among other areas proposed 
for intra-WCC cooperation are studies of gospel and culture, ideologies, unity 
of the church and renewal of humanity, and women in church and society. 


A plan to develop resources on “ecumenical considerations for Christian-Muslim 
dialogue" was approved, as was exchange of personnel involved in dialogue in 
Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. 


The group also approved the new name of the sub-unit. (It used to be called 
“Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies”. ) While the question 
of ideologies has now become a concern of the entire WCC, Marxist-Christian 
dialogue is to continue on the sub-unit agenda. 


Before settling down to their work, the group visited the nearby city of 
Birmingham, more as pilgrims than tourists. Like Frankfurt, London, New York 
or Toronto, Birmingham has large Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and Jewish populations. 
The visit confirmed what the group already knew, that religious pluralism is 
no longer confined to Africa and Asia. It is a global reality and Christian 
opportunity. That conviction set the tone and defined the context of the 
discussions that followed. The group found a report by British colleagues on 
British church involvement in interfaith dialogue among the highlights of the 
meeting. In Britain, at least, WCC "Guidelines for Dialogue” seem to be 
taken seriously and put to good use. 


Members of the working group “covenanted together” to share their experiences 
with the Geneva office and “to help the staff to do its work and not to rely 
on the Geneva office to do what we ought to be doing", an indication of the 
seriousness and commitment they brought to their work here. 


EPS 


Commission sends famine message to European Community LE OmOd es edo 
BRUSSELS (EPS) - The Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society in the 
European Community sent a letter last month to the ministers council, 
commission, and parliament of the European Community about possibilities for 
their action in connection with the famine in Africa. The commission is an 
agency of the British Council of Churches, [Anglican] Church of England, 
United Protestant Church of Belgium, Evangelical Church in [West] Germany, 
Protestant Federation of France, Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, Irish Council of Churches, and Council 
of Churches in the Netherlands. 


Salvation Army general welcomed ecumenically to Congo EPS 85.03.110 
BRAZZAVILLE (EPS) - The visit of Salvation Army General Jarl Wahlstrom, world 
leader of the London-based movement, was the occasion for nearly two hours of 
ecumenical worship which attracted several thousand Roman Catholic, 
Evangelical, Kimbanguist, and Salvationist Christians to the Roman Catholic 
basilica of Saint Anne here (25 February). 


Polish Baptist president dies EPS 85.03.111 
WARSAW (EPS) - President Michal Stankiewicz of the Baptist Union of Poland 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage in a hospital here (21 February). He was 61 and 
had for the past two decades alternated as general secretary and president of 
the denomination. He was also active in affairs of the European Baptist 
Federation and the Baptist World Alliance. 


RC associate membership expected in Canadian church council EPS 85.03.112 
TORONTO (EPS) - The next assembly of the Canadian Council of Churches 


(Halifax, Nova Scotia, 11-16 May) is expected to approve a constitutional 
amendment which will provide for a relationship of associate membership. This 
will allow, the CCC reports “a structured relationship ... with a view to 
deepening and furthering the ecumenical movement in Canada." The assembly is 
also expected to accept the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops as an 
associate member. About 90 percent of Canadians are counted as Christians, 
about half of them Roman Catholics. Almost all the rest of Canadian 
Christians are counted in the membership of denominations which are now part 
of the CCC, the two largest being the Anglican and United Churches. 


Tass reports on prayers for Chernenko EPS 85.03.113 
MOSCOW (EPS) - The Soviet news agency Tass reported that Russian Orthodox 


Patriarch Pimen presided at a special liturgy (12 March) in memory of the late 
Soviet President Constantine Chernenko. 


French ecumenical aid agency rejects National Front EPS 85.03.114 
PARIS (EPS) - In a statement with two other organizations (Non-Violent 


Alternative Movement and Mission of France), the French ecumenical aid and 
development agency Cimade has rejected views of the right-wing National Front, 
notably in connection with its opposition to immigrants. Front candidates 
received about 10 percent of the vote in this month's local elections. 


British Methodists consider ordination criteria EPS 85.03.115 
LONDON (EPS) - The meeting (15 March) of the ministries division of the 
British Methodist Conference included discussion of a draft report on criteria 
for ministry, in an attempt to reduce the number of situations in which 
candidates thought quite suitable by circuits and districts fail ‘to be 
recommended by the Methodist Candidates’ Examination Committee. The Methodist 
Recorder newspaper notes that in some such cases, “bitterness and acrimony 
follow.” 


EPS 


Spanish evangelical programme said well received EPS 85.03.116 


MADRID (EPS) - Swiss-based European Baptist Press Service reports "general 
public opinion has been favourable" to the first-ever evangelical programme on 
Spanish television. Co-ordinating committee for the programme included 


representatives of various denominations. 


United Church of Canada issues ‘economic crisis' document EPS 85.03.117 
TORONTO (EPS) - The United Church of Canada has released a policy statement on 
“the church and the economic crisis". It says "the organization of our 
national economic household is in question. The question is moral and 
spiritual as well as material.” The statement is a follow-up to action by the 
30th UCC General Council last August (EPS 84.09.27). Anticipating the 
government's budget proposal within the next few weeks, the denomination is 
also circulating a set of "justice questions" which seek to measure the degree 
to which it reflects the official UCC view that "needs of the poorest must be 
put ahead of the priorities of a market dominated by the power of the rich”. 


Polish edition of 'Osservatore Romano' blocked EPS 85.03.118 
WARSAW (EPS) - Polish officials prevented distribution last month of 


approximately 100,000 copies of the monthly Polish edition of the Vatican 
newspaper "Osservatore Romano”. Under terms of a 1980 agreement, the 
publication is to be distributed without being subject to censorship. This is 
reportedly the third time distribution of an edition has been blocked. 


Leader of US RC bishops who visited Nicaragua critical EPS 85.03.119 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - John J. O'Connor, Roman Catholic archbishop of New York who 
led a five-bishop delegation on a “pastoral visit" to Nicaragua and El 
Salvador (24 February-2 March) said in an interview reported from here by New 
York-based Religious News Service that the government of Nicaragua is 
“Marxist-Leninist oriented" and “anti-Catholic”, but “it would be a great 
mistake if we just gave up all hope and said that it is completely beyond 
redemption.” The administrative committee of the US Roman Catholic bishops 
was to receive a report from the group at its meeting 19 March. O'Connor said 
he did not know whether the bishops would “maintain a policy of urging that 
there be no support to the contras [forces opposed to the Nicaraguan 
government] and limited [US] military support to El Salvador." Most 
Nicaraguans and El Salvadorans are counted as Roman Catholics. 


Evangelical group opposes lotteries, pornography, homosexuality EPS 85.03.120 


LOS ANGELES (EPS) - The 43rd annual convention of the National Association of 
Evangelicals (here, 5-7 March) passed resolutions opposing lotteries and 
gambling, pornography and obscenity, homosexuality and adultery. The NAE, 
sometimes described as a conservative counterpart to the [US] National Council 
of Churches, includes 44 member denominations and congregations that belong to 
31 others. Some NCC members are reportedly considering dual membership, 
something the NAE currently does not permit (85.03.39). 


New EKD appointments EPS $5.03 0121 
FRANKFURT (EPS) - Three new appointments have been announced in the 


Evangelical Church in [West] Germany, a grouping of regional Lutheran, 
Reformed, and United denominations. The new Evangelical bishop for the armed 
forces and EKD council representative to the West German government is Heinz 
Georg Binder. The new president (Prises) of the Evangelical Church of 
Westphalia is Hans-Martin Linnemann. The new president of the Evangelical 
Church in Hessen and Nassau is Helmut Spengler. In another German church 
appointment, Christian Krause is the new general secretary of the Kirchentag 


(German Evangelical Convention), the 2lst of which is scheduled for 5-9 June 
in Diisseldorf. 


EPS 


EKD reports clergy candidate surplus EPS) oo,00.122 
FRANKFURT (EPS) ~ The March bulletin of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD, a grouping of 17 regional Lutheran, Reformed, and United denominations 
in Federal Germany and West Berlin) reports that the EKD is now “faced with 
the difficult problem of how to cope with an excess of candidates for the 
parish ministry. A decade ago, there were 4,000 theology students. Now there 
are 12,700, with the number expected to rise to 15,000 by 1988. EKD response 
to the surplus includes wage cuts, lowering the retirement age to 62, and 
part-time positions. 


Swiss Protestant federation considers its problems EPS 85.03 .123 
BERNE (EPS) - The theology commission of the Swiss Protesant Federation (a 
grouping of regional Reformed and Methodist denominations) reports that lack 
of a confession of faith, absence of a common ethic, and inadequate biblical 
knowledge are among weaknesses of its member bodies. The commission was 
responding to a survey underway at the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 


Churches. 


Presbyterians get recommendations on congregational conflicts EPS 85.03.124 
NEW YORK (EPS) - This year's general assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
is to consider recommendations from the PCUSA advisory council of discipleship 
and worship on how to deal with what is perceived as a growing problen, 
clashes between congregations and their pastors. Recommendations include 
encouraging presbyteries (regional jurisdictions) to designate a person ofr 
persons to act as “pastor to pastors", and authorizing PCUSA agencies to 
provide staff to conduct training events in conflict resolution. 
Congregations recovering from a pastor—-congregation conflict. would be 
encouraged to hire an interim pastor trained in conflict management. 


40th anniversary of Bonhoeffer martyrdom to be marked EPS 85.03.125 
BERLIN (EPS) - The Federation of Evangelical (Lutheran and United regional) 


Churches in the [East] German Democratic Republic (DDR) plans to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the martyrdom of German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer in the 
Nazi concentration camp at Flossenbiirg, 9 April 1945. In co-operation with 
the Bonhoeffer Committee in the DDR, the federation is sponsoring a memorial 
gathering in a cemetery here at which Saxony Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hempel, 
head of the conference of DDR Evangelical church leaders, is to speak. 


Orthodox festival for youth year announced EPS 85.03.126 
KUOPIO (Finland) (EPS) - Syndesmos, the world fellowship of Orthodox youth 


organizations, based here, has announced that the central event of the 
Orthodox celebration of the International Youth Year, this year, is an 
international Orthodox youth festival, 26 August-1 September, in ILonian 
Village, Greece. About 200 young people from the 46 Syndesmos member bodies 
are expected. Festival theme is “the church: a eucharistic community”. The 
organization also announced a third international consultation of 
representatives of Orthodox theological schools, to take place at Leningrad 
Theological Academy, next 4-9 February. Previous such meetings were in 197/ 
near Geneva and in 1982 in New York. 


Canadian church leaders protest government broadcast cuts EPS 85.03.127 


TORONTO (EPS) - Several Canadian church leaders have signed an open letter to 
Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney opposing government financial cuts in 
CBC staff and programming. The letter, signed by more than 1,000 figures in 
arts, law, medicine, religion, education, politics, business, and labour, was 
published last month in the Globe and Mail newspaper here. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: “Easter Thoughts" EPS 85.03.128 


[An audio tape of this talk is available, with seasonal music, from Intervox/ 
WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It lasts 18'14". Castro is general secretary 
of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


We are celebrating Easter. It's a very special holiday in the Christian 
year. It is perhaps the centre of our faith. Jesus Christ who came to live 
among the poor, the downtrodden, who made his own the destiny of humankind, 
who was put to death on the cross, has broken through the stone of the grave, 
and has come into life again. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the corner 
stone of our Christian faith. Jesus could have been a good teacher, could 
have been a good moral example, but for our faith it is much more than that. 
He is the one who has conquered life and death on our behalf, and through this 
event of Easter we realize that all human life has been transformed under the 
new dimension, the dimension of eternity has been added to our life. In 
general, modern society tries to avoid the topic of dying and death. We 
tried to postpone the moment of truth, even doctors are trained to cheat us to 
avoid the realization of the coming end. But, unhappily, suddenly tragedy 
comes to our door or to the door of our neighbour and we know, that sooner or 
later we are going to face, to confront, our last enemy — death itself. From 
the depth of our faith we affirm: Jesus is risen! That means the door of a 
new quality of life has been opened, and following Him, invited by Him, 
Supported by Him, we trust that there is a new day, a tomorrow, the new power 
on earth could take away from us. This I will say is a fantastic, foolish, 
intelligent, irrational, logical affirmation of the Christian faith, That if 
Jesus has conquered death, then we trust in His power to be able to take us to 
our own death into a new kind of life, eternal life. 


I am thinking of the millions of starving people in the world today. I am 
thinking of those who will die of cold and hunger in many cities in the 
world. I am thinking of those unknown people who will be only one number 
perhaps in one hospital, or one body collected on the streets of so many 
cities of the world today. What is the meaning of all the nonsense? Could 
it be that those forgotten by history, could be forgotten by God himself? 
No! says our faith. The one who put His own beloved son to suffer death 
between two robbers, who took upon Himself all the mystery and tragedy of 
humankind, has taken our life with him and we confess today hope for 
everybody, hope for every creature, to you we say in the fellowship of faith - 
trust! Now we stand in the abandoning that you are suffering, now we stand 
in the loneliness in which you can find yourself. God is with you and his 
power open for you and for me, potentials of a new life. We can look to our 
death knowing, trusting, that even death has been defeated in Jesus! 
resurrection. 


Myself, I come from Latin America, a continent where so many people, so many 
generations, have been looking forward with hope, of creating and building a 
new society, a different world in which justice will prevail, and generation 
after generation, and hundreds after hundreds have experienced historical 
defeat, have seen that their dreams have not become reality, and are obliged 
to face the question: Is all this in vain? Is all this futile? Even if 
historical defeat is on the horizon, even if those who seems to be the power 
for the world will make unjustice a reality upon the life of Many, we still 
believe that God is alive and that He will open even through our failures, new 
chances in history, new opportunities for challenging the prevailing 
situation. In fact, we should have learned by now what you may call 
"accidents' in history happen, moments at which some things that seem to be 
impossible, happen and open the chances for new potentials of life. 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Presidents' 1985 Pentecost Message” EPS 85.03.129 


[The WCC presidents are R. Nita Barrow (Methodist, Barbados), Marga Biihrig 
(Reformed, Switzerland), Paulos Mar Gregorios (Oriental Orthodox, India), 
Johannes Hempel (Lutheran, German Democratic Republic), Ignatios IV of Antioch 
(Eastern Orthodox, Syria), W.P. Khotso Makhulu (Anglican, Botswana), and Lois 
Wilson (United, Canada). W.A. Visser 't Hooft (Reformed, Switzerland) is 
honorary president. Pentecost is observed on 26 May or 2 June this year. ] 


Dear sisters and brothers in Christ: We the Presidents of the World Council 
of Churches greet you in the name of Christ at this time of Pentecost. On 
this day when we celebrate the descent of the Spirit, we wish to say a word to 
you in the love of Christ. May the Spirit of the Lord be poured out upon you 
as you come together “in one place", even as that early band of disciples had 
gathered together on the day of Pentecost. 


The Spirit of God is always a spirit of unity, breaking walls of separation 
and binding people together. Even among the twelve apostles there had been 
contentions, as when they argued who among them was the greatest. But when 
they waited and prayed, the Spirit of the Lord came upon them and welded them 
together to form the Holy Church. The Spirit of God indwells the Church and 
works through it to this day. 


The Spirit alone truly unites. The Spirit also fills the consecrated with 
power from on high. And the Spirit gives wisdom. Unity in love, unity in 
power and unity in wisdom - these divine qualities are thus imparted by the 
Spirit to the community of faith. 


The early Christian community waited “all together, in one place" (Acts 
22a): That is a paradox. There has to be some unity as we wait for the 
power of the Spirit. Then the Spirit comes upon us and raises us together to 
a higher level of unity. Unity is both the precondition and the consequence 
of the pouring forth of the Spirit. We offer God a unity in waiting. God 
takes our offering and fills it with God's own presence and power. 


This is the unity of the Church for which we should work. The local church, 
united and waiting in prayer, will be endued with power from on high, and sent 
out to prophesy and serve. As the One Holy Spirit of God unites the local 
community, all local communities inspired by the Spirit are joined together in 
one body, in union with that small group which formed the early church and 
with the Church of all ages and places. May the Spirit of God bring together 
all Christians in your locality in the unity of prayer, and lead you to ever 
deeper unity. For it is where we live that the ecumenical movement of the 
Spirit becomes real, moving us forward to the unity which Christ wills for his 
Church. 


This is what we desire and pray for all of us at this Pentecost. Only from 
the Spirit-filled unity of the local church in every place can surge forth the 
mighty force which will dispel the darkness of injustice, war, exploitation 
and oppression. For God has chosen us, “low and despised in the world" (I 
Cor. 1:28) to bring God's love, wisdom and power (1 Cor. 2:4-7) to all men and 
women, in every place. 


The Spirit is at work within us. The same Spirit is at work in all things 
(Romans 8:28). The world groans, waiting in agony for redemption (Romans 
8:19-22). We too wait in travail for the new to be fully born. But we have 
the assurance that the Spirit “intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words" (Romans 8:26) and will, from the womb of the old, bring the new to 
Hirth. 


As you and we and all of us in the Church wait together in prayer, God will 
surely act. And as we respond to the movement of the Spirit, the new will be 
born - a new world of peace with justice, where the integrity of creation is 
respected, where poverty is abolished, where all can live together without war 
and oppression. There death will be overcome and life will triumph. 


Yours in the love of Christ, 
EPS 


Easter thoughts/2 


I am thinking of my own country, Uruguay, well, we have experienced during 12 
years the powerful, tyrannical, military dictatorship. In a given moment we 
have the privilege of having the greatest number of political prisoners per 
capita in the whole world, I mean in proportion to our population. And ... 
this week [mid-March], democracy has come back, elections have been held, a 
new civilian government is in power, and all political prisoners have been 
released. Of course, we could not bring back to life those who were tortured 
to death. They will trust to the grace of God that will be able to raise 
people from death into eternal life. Of course, we cannot help people to 
forget the torture they have experienced, the solitude of themselves, the 
absence of their dear ones, but we can assure them that all that pain and 
suffering could be material with which God goins them to contribute to the 
creation of the society where torture and prison will not be powerful 
realities. 


So, Easter assures us of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but that assurance 
gives us confidence that notwithstanding moments of defeat, there are 
historical openings. We need to trust that God is at work and be ready to 
manifest fully the affirmation of life and the faith of a new quality of human 
existence. In fact, those - not only in Latin America but also in other 
parts of the world - are surrendering their life for the sake of others, are 
teaching us that they trust that God is more important than our historical 
victories, and that our trust in God allowed us to offer even our own physical 
death for the achievement of his purposes, for us or for the generations to 
come. Because we have received the message of Easter, there IS eternal life 
and resurrection. We are invited to risk our life for those causes that are 
worth preserving as our offering of our life to God, the lord of history. 


But the assurance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ brings us not only hope 
of eternal life for all of us, and brings us not only the power to endure, to 
resist, to confront, impossible human situations, it brings us also a sense of 
joyful meaning in existence, a new quality of life. I am thinking of the 
thousands and thousands of young people, especially in more or less 
economically well-off countries, where drug addiction is becoming such a 


terrible disease. I am thinking of the thousands and thousands of young 
people who are tempted to commit suicide because they do not see any meaning 
to what they have in front of them. I am thinking of so many who get 


consolation in accepting a non-protagonistic role in life, being spectators of 
what others are doing because they do not see any value in risking, in acting, 
in applying their life to the service of one idea. And I read in the Bible 
that there is a quality of life, a power of the resurrection that is possible 
also for them. The apostle Paul said that whatever gain he had he counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. To gain Jesus Christ and come to know him and 
the power of His resurrection and may share His suffering, becoming like him 
in His death, that if possible I may attain also resurrection from death. 


Because we know that Jesus is risen, because we celebrate history, we know 
that the quality of our life cannot be the life of people who surrendered - 
defeated people, people without purposes, without enthusiasms, because we know 
that we are called to eternal life we must act today expressing the freedom of 
a risen life, the freedom of a new life the enthusiasm of a newly-found 
freedom on vocation. So we want to know Jesus Christ, the power of His 
resurrection, to see the power manifested in our daily existence, and hope 
that the sharing with Christ in the struggles and anxieties and pains of the 
downtrodden of the world, we will be able to share with him also in the glory 
of the resurrection. ... 


EPS 
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Further information, EPS 85.03.99: The following is excerpted from the 
four-sentence official statement of the NGSK ring which investigated the 
allegations about Allan Boesak: "... After thorough deliberation of the 
relevant documentation, and the oral testimony of Dr. Boesak in which he | 
refused to acknowledge an extra-marital affair as published by the media on 
the basis of anonymous pamphlets, and described the relationship as special, 
the ring decided that the allegations were unfounded. From Dr. Boesak's 
testimony, it is clear that what was published was a distorted image of the 
relationship which gave rise to unfortunate misunderstandings. ..." 


The printing mixup in EPS 52/11 resulted in the WCC presidents’ Pentecost 
message appearing in between the two pages of the WCC general secretary's 
Easter thoughts. This may have something to commend it theologically, but it 
was unintentional. We trust most subscribers were able to figure out the 
proper order without too much difficulty. 


The WCC Program to Combat Racism has a new booklet explaining itself. It is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 3/th meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 
August at Centro Cultural San Martin in central Buenos Aires. Some hotel 
rooms for media representatives will be available at the Hotel Bauen, at a 
cost of 36 US dollars per night (including breakfast). Bargain roundtrip 
fares negotiated with Aerolineas Argentinas will also be available to media 
representatives. Documents and other material for journalists will be 
available in French, Spanish, English, German, and (to a limited extent) in 
Portuguese. Some telephones will be reserved for journalists. They are asked 
to bring their own typewriters. A WCC-staffed recording studio will be 
available in the conference centre. Broadcasters are asked to bring their own 
portable equipment. There will be audio feeds from the conference hall, and 
brief audio excerpts of plenaries will be available to broadcasters. Black- 
and-white photos will be available. Accreditation applications and more 
information about arrangements are available from Claudie Perez, WCC/ 
Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The deadline for accreditation 


requests is 15 May. 
A_ Spirituality For Our Times is the title of a booklet reporting a 


consultation last December sponsored by the WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life (EPS 84.12.42; 85.02.95; 04.04). It is available to 


journalists on request to WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Ecupast ~ News from EPS 25 years ago: MADRID (EPS, 8 April 1960) - A Baptist 


congregation here was reopened with police permission. It was closed by state 
authorities in September 1958. 


Ecupast_ ~- News from EPS 25 years ago: ROME (EPS, 8 April 1960) - Italian 


Pentecostal groups, with a constituency estimated at 100,000, were officially 
recognized by the government as the Assemblies of God in Italy. Their new 
legal status gave them the right to own land and buildings. 


CHURCH COUNCILS CONDEMN Ecumenical Press 
DEATHS IN SOUTH AFRICA Service 85.04.01 


JOHANNESBURG/GENEVA (EPS) - The general secretaries of the South African and 
World Councils of Churches have condemned the killings (21 March) of blacks by 
police during a funeral procession near Uitenhage. 


SACC General Secretary Beyers Naude said “the horror of this tragic occurrence 
must be seen by all in South Africa, as well as the world at large, as yet 
another unfortunate mirror image of the reality of our sick society.” 


In a message to the SACC (EPS 85.04.11), WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
asked, “When will those in power open their eyes to see that the practice and 
theory of the apartheid ideology ... is completely contrary to ... Christian 
teaching ...? When will those in power in South Africa learn that suppressing 
peaceful efforts and resistance against apartheid with violence, will only 
strengthen the spiral of violence, bloodshed, sorrow, and pain ...." 


Also in Geneva, Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Carl Mau echoed an 
appeal from South African Lutherans for prayer "that violence and oppression 
might come to an end, and peace with justice might become a reality.” 


The killings came on the 25th anniversary of the killing of 69 people in 
Sharpville. They were protesting aspects of the South African system of race 
separation with white supremacy (apartheid). Naude said its “tragedy ... lies 
not only in the killing of 69 peaceful protesters. The tragedy, and horror, 
continues in the ongoing application of these same laws, and in other even 
harsher actions which the authorities have imposed since.” The SACC, he said, 
again asks the government to “negotiate for peace, before it is too late.” 


After the Uitinhage deaths - the government said 19 were killed, a preacher at 
a memorial service 45 - Naude issued an appeal for “prayer for the liberation 
of our country, for support to all victims of injustice", and for immediate 
contributions to an “emergency crisis fund" of one million South African rand 
(which, he said, could eventually go up to five million). "The level of anger 
of the people is continually rising", he said, “as well as their determination 
to achieve their freedom, not tomorrow, but here and now.” 


In another response, the Methodist Church in Southern Africa called special 
district synods this month to “examine the ongoing crisis and to see what role 
the church can play in reducing such violence.” MCSA President Peter Storey 
said “it is wrong that many of our people continue to worship in serene 
innocence while people are being killed on the doorstep of our ... churches.” 


An official judicial inquiry into the events opened 27 March. Naude reported 
that more than 30 affidavits were gathered in advance of it which contradict 
official police statements about the situation. 


Naude and World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak were 
turned back (25 March) by security police as they attempted night visits to 
affected black townships. Boesak said eyewitnesses told him police killed 
wounded people, and put rocks in the hands of those they shot. He described 
the reported police actions as “summary execution and cold-blooded murder”. 


A regional Methodist official, George Irvine, said some clergy were prevented 
from ministering to injured in hospital, and that a Methodist delegation was 
not allowed to visit a township to minister there. However, Irvine and Naude 
were also part of an SACC group that was allowed to vist townships. 


EPS 


BOESAK, NAUDE AMONG 239 ARRESTED Ecumenical Press 
IN SOUTH AFRICAN PROTEST MARCH Service 85.04.02 


CAPE TOWN (EPS) - Beyers Naude, general secretary of the South African Council 
of Churches, and Allan Boesak, SACC senior vice president and president of the 
Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches, were among 239 people 
arrested here (26 March) following worship which commemorated blacks killed by 
police near Uitenhage earlier last month (EPS 85.04.01). Those arrested were 
released the same day after they promised to appear in court the next day. 


An estimated 500 people marched toward the parliament buildings with a list of 
demands, including withdrawal of police from black areas, and full rights to 
participate politically for the country's 73 percent black majority. News 
agency reports said the group was told to stop by about 50 riot police, 
whereupon it knelt for prayer, and sang "Onward Christian Soldiers.” 


Some scuffles were reported as police herded the group into vans. Police said 
the marchers violated internal security laws which forbid most outdoor 
demonstrations. Most of those arrested reportedly planned to plead not 
guilty, rather than admit guilt and pay fines of 50 South African rand. 


Preaching at the ecumenical service, Mxolisi Daba, an Anglican priest in 
Uitenhage, said, “God says to South Africa here and now, stop killing people, 
stop killing our children." Hundreds sang protest songs and raised clenched 
fists in black power salutes during worship. Boesak, one of several who lit 
candles in memory of South African protesters killed in the past, told Daba: 
"Your cry has been heard, your suffering has been seen.” An estimated 300 
blacks have died in such incidents since the beginning of last year. 


EPS 
GERMAN CHURCH REPS JOINTLY Ecumenical Press 
MARK END-OF-WAR ANNIVERSARY Service 85.04.03 


HANNOVER (EPS) - Representatives of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in 
the [East] German Democratic Republic and the Evangelical Church in [West] 
Germany have issued a joint appeal for peace and nuclear disarmament to mark 
the 40th anniversary (8 May) of the end of World War II in Europe. “As 
churches in both German states we urge jointly that war must never again start 
from German soil", their appeal says. “Together we demand an end to the arms 
race. Together we are convinced that the system of nuclear deterrence is not 
a lasting way to assure peace, but rather it absolutely must be changed." 


The appeal is signed by Bishops Eduard Lohse of Hannover and Johannes Hempel 
of Dresden, heads of the two groupings of Lutheran, Reformed, and United 


Landeskirchen (regional denominations). It urges the four wartime allies 
(UK, France, US, USSR) to take steps leading to the renunciation of all 
nuclear weapons. It says they should encourage instead cultural, economic, 


and scientific cooperation, and cross-border meetings of people. 


"Security today can only lie in common security", says the appeal, which also 
urges both Germanys to avoid arousing “unattainable hopes” in talks on their 
relations. "It has been hard for us to accept the reality of two German 
States. But we have recognized that the maintenance of peace takes priority 
above all else", the church leaders Say. "From our confession of guilt", they 
add, “God has allowed a new fellowship to grow between Christians and between 
churches.” They say they have come to understand the war's end as "liberation 
to the new witness of God's grace and to new service to God's world". 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/ "Christian Spirituality" EPS 85.04.04 


[This item is abridged and excerpted from the report of a consultation on 
spirituality last December under the auspices of the Sub-Unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life of the World Council of Churches (EPS 84.12.42, 85.02.95).] 


This spirituality we seek is incarnational. It is as here and now as the 
words we hear and speak, the people with whom we live, the life situations in 
which we find ourselves. Spirituality is expressed in human activity and the 
daily unfolding of life. It is available to all -- each person is made in God's 
image and is essentially spiritual. Each person is able to encounter the Spirit 
of God. We are empowered to participate in the ongoing creation. We are 
commissioned to share responsibility for our world, to engage as well as 
proclaim. 


Incarnational spirituality is informed by a sensitivity to culture and 
language, by the specific history and symbols of a people. It requires, 
therefore, that we be fully involved in their life and struggles, that we know 
their hungers and identify with their search. Our approach all too often is 
excessively rational and cerebral. We fail to hear the simple voices, and we 
fail to communicate the good news so desperately yearned for. Our liturgies are 
so often aloof from the life-experiences of those in attendance. Our churches 
lack an atmosphere of welcome, a language that is colourful and common, a style 
of celebration that embodies the stories and dreams of ordinary people. We who 
claim to be ministers so often fail to serve, to listen, to allow ourselves to 
be changed. The Christ who is central to our life and ministry often remains 
hidden behind our own agendas and our own solemn faces. We lose the connection 
between daily bread and the bread of the eucharist, between the faces of the 
poor and the face of Christ. 


This spirituality is life-giving. It is first of all in touch with the 
source of life, the life of the Trinity made available to us in the in¢armation. 
It is in touch with the deep roots of our faith, with "the cloud of witnesses" 

that surround us, with the longings of human beings for freedom and unity and 
peace. It is nourished and nurtured by the living word of the scriptures and by 
the ongoing celebration of the mystery of death and resurrection. It is a 
spirituality that pierces the darkness of demonic situations and discerns the 
weapons and resources that will counter death. It finds in God's word the 
meaning of today's events. 


We need times of silence and communion with God. And we need to recognize 
the Spirit in the midst of our activities. So many people would separate and 
isolate these two movements. Both attempts lead to false spiritualities. We seek 
a spirituality for mission, but a spirituality formed by a habit of prayer and 
reflection. The pain and loss experienced by those in front-line ministries of 
peace and justice drive them to the strength and guidance of prayer. 


This spirituality is communitarian and celebrating, centred around the 


eucharist. In the eucharist, the banquet of the kingdom, we taste the fullness 
of life in unity. We worship as members of a people baptized into Christ's death 
and resurrection. The eucharist reminds us that we are to live with the same 
care and love for people that Christ had for us. The broken body of Christ is a 
reminder of our commitment to heal the brokenness of society and of 
relationships. 


The eucharist also represents our most grievous failure in creating unity 
and witnessing community. Our inability as Christians to partake at a common 
table remains a sign of our disobedience to the gospel. An ecumenical 
spirituality must continue to grapple with this obstacle and this denial of our 
common life in Christ. 

All too often our liturgies do not reflect the celebrating spirit of an 
Easter-people. Liturgical renewal is desperately needed to reawaken the reasons 
for our hope and to reaffirm our many and diverse gifts of music, song, story, 
and sacred dance. 


(more) 


Spirituality/2 


Our own celebrations of the eucharist at Annecy reiterated the dilemma and 
disgrace of our separation. Perhaps we glimpsed this communitarian dimension 
best in our simple sharing of the bread and the cup during our Agape, and in our 
evening in the town of Annecy, reverberating with fellowship, and culminating in 
a Chinese meal. 


It is a spirituality that is expressed in service and witness. We are to be 
a servant church, willing to divest ourselves of the allurements of power, fully 
involved in the daily struggles of the people, recognizing the wholeness of 
God's kingdom. We are to be a witnessing church, committed to the non-violent 
struggle for peace and reconciliation, with creation and with one another. The 
God of history and Jesus of Nazareth direct us to throw in our lot with the poor 
and oppressed. To learn the gospel from them and to live in solidarity with 
them. To confront the sinful structures that oppress them. This will require 
repentatice, conversion and suffering. We are all one body. If some members 
suffer, we all suffer. And we rejoice when the body is built up in integrity and 
freedom. Our faithfulness is judged by the inclusiveness of our communities and 
by the compassion we show to the least among us, the hungry, the naked, the sick 
and imprisoned. 


This spirituality is trusting and confident, but not naive. It is based on 


the wisdom of the cross, which is foolishness to those who do not believe. It is 
born of a faith that acts, not as an opium, but as the power of the weak and the 
strength of the powerless. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Tribulation, or distress, or persecution or famine... (Rom. 8:35)? For this 
reason it is a spirituality available to and represented in the simplest of 
God's people. The peasant farmer, the faithful minister in a totalitarian 
environment, the unsophisticated elderly, mourning mothers, and determined 
workers. 


This spirituality will inevitably lead to suffering. We are called to be a 
confessing church, to take the risky stands that are prompted by the Spirit. 
Martyrdom, we were reminded, is a daily affair for Christians. However faithless 
the church has been in other ages and in our own, in risking all and following 
the way of the cross, it has also borne the marks of the passion in countless of 
its members. For North Americans and Western Furopeans the witness may be that 
of a downward mobility or a willingness to withstand criticism. For some it 
means prison and torture, for others courage to stand with the homeless and the 
hungry and to struggle for basic human rights. Those under the heavy hand of 
dictatorships will be put to the test for their religious beliefs. Others will 
march in solidarity with persons of diverse ideologies in a common effort for 
justice. The Christian is profoundly discontented with the agony of the universe 
and cries out "Abba" as he/she protects life and defends truth. 


This spirituality is open _to the wider oikoumene. The struggle for 


liberation and justice is a human struggle, and we join efforts with all those 
who share that goal. As members of the church universal, we benefit from mutual 
gifts of accountability, and we gain support in our common search. Our 
ecumenical contacts help ensure that our faith does not become captive to our 
culture and that it is challenged to new awarenesses and risks. We experience 
and practise ecumenism in our local settings, but our vision is inclusive, a 
world in which all its inhabitants live in peace and friendship. 


Finally, this spirituality is joyful and hopeful. Because it is patterned 
on the way of incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection. Because we believe that 
the kingdom is already here, even while we await the fulfilment of what is 
not-yet. We are free with the liberty of God's children. We know that suffering 
produces hope and that our hope is founded in the love of God poured out in 
Christ Jesus. We know that the blood of martyrs is the seed of new life. With 
Mary, we rejoice and give thanks, for God's mercy is on those who revere him. We 
possess a peace that cannot be taken away. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/David Gosling: "The Integrity of Creation" EPS 85.04.05 


[Gosling is director of the Sub-Unit on Church and Society of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. This item is the beginning of a paper he prepared 
for the meeting (14-20 April near Geneva) of the sub-unit's working committee. ] 


The theological perceptions which should inform Christian participation in 
society have been the central theme of ecumenical social ethics for many 
years. The roots of this emphasis go back to the Life and Work Conference in 
Oxford in 1937, and have been consistently sustained subsequently. But in a 
world of rapid change, throwing up new problems, there have naturally been new 
emphases as the churches have tried to respond creatively to different 
demands. Moreover, it is clearly necessary at any one time to concentrate 
attention and limited resources on a precise focus in relation to ... needs. 


The call was first for the search for the "just society”. To this have been 
added other dimensions such as the demand for international economic 
responsibility and the right for people to participate in their political and 
economic future. More recently there has emerged a recognition of the need 
for responsibility in the wise use of limited resources and the desirability 
of using renewable resources. 


Cumulatively this laid the foundation for the quest for the "just, 
participatory and sustainable society” (JPSS) which was expressed with great 
clarity by the WCC in the late 1970s. The [WCC's] Vancouver Assembly in 1983 
has further sharpened this perception by stressing "justice and peace for the 
whole world and respect for the integrity of all creation". ... 


The question now is, given the circumstances and limitations of the present, 
how do we move forward from that basis to address contemporary needs which, as 
Vancouver forcefully pointed out, are increasingly determined by accelerating 
scientific and technological changes - often to the detriment of already- 
disadvantaged individuals, groups and nations. 


There are, of course, many possible agendas according to where different 
churches and groups of people stand (a point often stressed by representatives 
of Eastern European churches). The problem is to find a focus which will 
allow these to come together creatively ... . 


It is not accidental that many of the great issues of our day - the threat of 
nuclear confrontation and its aftermath, increasing military and technological 
power, structural unemployment and the maldistribution of wealth, third world 
urbanization and industrial pollution (e.g. the Bhopal disaster), massive de- 
forestation and drought (e.g. East Africa/Sahel) - all ask questions not only 
about justice between nations, classes, races, etc., but also about the nature 
of the world on which life depends and of our relation to it. 


Thus a theology which takes into account the entire created order is 
absolutely fundamental, asking crucial questions about the character and 
quality of human life (which finds its fullest expression in Jesus Christ), 
and human responsibility in and for creation ... . And although a deeper and 
clearer understanding of human dependency on the rest of creation and 
vice-versa is primarily a theological task, it will need to be based on data 
drawn from a realistic and honest appraisal of the full spectrum of factors 
involved in the struggles for justice and peace. Thus the theological 
elucidation of the “integrity of creation” should ideally go hand-in-hand with 
selected studies of the social and environmental implications of rapid 
scientific and technological change ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: “Letter from New York" EPS 85.04.06 


Thousands of brightly-colored paper cranes made as gifts for the children of 
Moscow were dedicated here last month at St Peter's Lutheran Church. Marilyn 
Lange, a member of the congregation, took the idea, originating with a girl 
who died from effects of the Hiroshima blast, and enlisted hundreds of church 
groups throughout the United States and Canada in folding cranes to send as a 
peace gesture to Soviet children. 


Russian Orthodox Bishop Clement, who is based in New York and looks after 
several US and Canadian parishes under the jurisdiction of its Moscow-based 
patriarch, participated in the dedication service, exchanged the kiss of peace 
with Lutheran regional Bishop James Graefe and symbolically accepted the 
cranes from American children who brought them forward. He said he would 
send some of them to Moscow priests for children of their parishes. An 
official of the Soviet UN mission also attended, and the cranes were to 
receive wider distribution through government channels. 


Though efforts to develop friendly ties with the Soviet people arouse 
widespread enthusiasm in some parts of the US church, some Americans remain 
sharply critical of the form these efforts often take. For example, the 
National Council of Churches (NCC) came in for another round of attacks at an 
all-day conference on religion in the Soviet Union held here earlier this year 
at the Interchurch Center, where the NCC and other church agencies are housed. 
The conference was sponsored jointly by a national Jewish organization, the 
Anti-Defamation League, and the Research Center for Religion and Human Rights 
in Closed Societies, a small agency oriented to Eastern Europe and headed by 
Blahoslav Hruby, a Presbyterian minister from Czechoslovakia. 


Along with presentations on Soviet treatment of Jews, Christians, and Muslims, 
participants heard renewed charges that members of the NCC-sponsored tour 
group visiting the Soviet Union last year were insufficiently critical of 
Soviet restrictions on religious liberty. Similar criticism came in a 
luncheon address by the exiled Russian Baptist Georgi Vins, who also accused 
his fellow Baptist, Billy Graham, of glossing over the realities of religious 
oppression when he visited the Soviet Union in 1982 and 1984. 


Vins further asserted that the Soviet intelligence agency, KGB, controlled the 
exchanges of Western and Soviet church delegations through agents placed in 
Soviet church offices. He mentioned some of these officials by name, saying 
it was his first time to identify particular Soviet church leaders he knew to 
be KGB agents. 


Such allegations seem unlikely to divert the NCC from encouraging closer ties 
with the Soviet people and their churches, but many other aspects of its 


program and way of operating are now under review. The report of its panel 
on future mission and resources, adopted last fall, is now being 
implemented. And last January, Claire Randall was succeeded as_ general 


secretary by Arie Brouwer, a Reformed Church in America minister who served 
before that as a deputy general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. 


Among the tougher issues to be decided at the NCC is the future of Church 


World Service, its relief, development, and refugee agency. While 
negotiating a proposed new administrative and financial relationship to the 
NCC, it is seeking a successor to director Paul McCleary. By all accounts, 


Brouwer is moving energetically to deal with these and other matters, and 
participants in a recent staff retreat spoke admiringly of his leadership. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham: "Resurrection of the Chinese Church (I)" EPS 85.04.07 


[Amirtham directs the Programme on Theological Education of the World Council 
of Churches. He was in China towards the end of last year as part of a visit 
coordinated by the Association of Theological Education in Southeast Asia, and 
sponsored by PTE, the Commission for Theological Concerns of the Christian 
Conference of Asia, and the Fund for Theological Education in Southeast Asia. 
The document from which this item is excerpted, "A Resurrection Experience: 
Life of the Church in China", is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


--. It needs a lot of imagination to realize that a small room in the Nanjing 
Seminary co-ordinates a 40,000 member-strong education by extension 
programme, Once a month 'syllabi' is prepared and is sent quarterly to 
leaders of house meeting points. It contains Bible study and other material, 
primarily resources to those lay persons who nurture the majority of three 
million Christians across the country in worship, Scripture and pastoral care. 


This, we felt was a very important aspect of the seminary's ministry to the 
church. The 185 students who study there, among whom are 71 women, would 
form only a very small part of this large leadership. This is a 
transformation that has come through the experience of the last 35 years. 
When the seminaries ceased to function, a new type of pastoral leadership 
arose and with it new forms of training to equip them. 


Bishop [K.H.] Ting told us of a ... service a year ago where 18 people were 
ordained, 12 men and 6 women. The average age of those ordained is 63.7. 

More interesting than their age is their qualifications. In the bishop's 
words, “Well, we decided to ordain them, because they were sure of God's will, 
because they were gifted, and because they have done very good pastoral work, 
especially during the years of the cultural revolution.” 


Being tested with fire in trial situations, and living in faithful 
discipleship are some of the new criteria for leadership there. "In order to 
be a holy people, a holy priesthood, to do God's holy work, we had to go 
through certain trials" the bishop said. 


But at the same place where the above ordination happened, in Foochow, they 
have started a theological education centre which has 59 students in a 
two-year program with the average age of 25. Other theological education 
centres are: Shangyan Mokta (northeast Manchuria) with 50 students in a 
four-year course; Beijing with 9 students (formerly Yenjing Theological 
Seminary on the grounds of Peking University); and Shanghai and Hangzhou, 
both two-year courses with about 20 students each, 


There is also talk of starting one in Guangzhou (Canton) and in Yuhan in the 
southwest for the Mao ethnic minorities. The Roman Catholic Church has seven 
seminaries. Its National Seminary in Beijing has 20 students, out of whom 
six are in the theological program. 


The numbers who apply for admission for theological training is impressive. 
For admission to the Nanjing Seminary, 500 applied last year out of whom only 
60 were selected. The proportion in other places is not dissimilar. We 
were told that most regional church bodies run one-to-three-month courses for 
lay persons. Factory workers and commune farmers also come to these training 
programmes, sometimes with official leave and salary support. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham: “Resurrection of the Chinese Church (I1I)" EPS 85.04.08 


[Amirtham directs the Programme on Theological Education of the World Council 
of Churches. He was in China towards the end of last year as part of a visit 
co-ordinated by the Association of Theological Education in South-east Asia, 
and sponsored by PTE, the Commission for Theological Concerns of the Christian 
Conference of Asia, and the Fund for Theological Education in South-east Asia. 
The document from which this item is excerpted, "A Resurrection Experience: 
Life of the Church in China", is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


That the churches are overflowing for worship ... is well known. In Hangzhou 
in the Si Deng church, where in the pre-revolution days the normal attendance 
would have been 300-500, the morning service ... we attended had about 1500. 
For the afternoon service, attendance we were told would be about 1000 and for 
the evening service for young people who go to work in the daytime, about 
600-700. As of September 1984, 1800 churches have been reopened. Every two 
or three days a new church is being opened somewhere in China. 


The pastors are supported by the congregations. A good part of theological 
education expenses are also borne by the congregations. The new seminary 
building fund with a budget of 20,000 yuan in Hangzhou was soon oversubscribed 
up to 50,000 yuan. An enviable situation in Asia. Some of the pastors are 
parttime teachers. Some theological teachers are parttime teachers in other 
secular institutions. The buildings are simple. In Beijing and in 
Hangzhou, they use church offices, pastors' houses or any other building 
available. The stipends are modest. In Nanjing the undergraduate students 
receive 3/7 yuan per month and the post-graduate 45 yuan. Usually the sending 
congregations support them. 


Nanjing has beautiful multi-storied buildings, built by the contributions of 
churches, and rent money, paid by bodies that used these buildings for their 
purposes during the Cultural Revolution. Though the land does not belong to 
the churches, they are allowed to use it. So Nanjing Seminary is putting up 
flats and commercial buildings in collaboration with building firms, 
increasing their facilities and income. Beijing hopes that the former 
seminary buildings will be restored to them soon. Theological education has 
become fully the responsibility of the Chinese church [which] imaginatively 
[uses] existing facilities available, as they continue to improve on them. 


Self-reliance in theological education already achieved will surely pave the 
way for self-determination in priorities and perspectives of theology in the 
church, This achievement is of special significance when one remembers that 
theological education in the rest of Asia is still to some extent dependent on 
support from the churches in the West. 


One of the emphases in the life of the church is Christian witness in the 
normal context of everyday life and work. The fact that the church has 
become truly Chinese, identifying itself with the Chinese nation, and Chinese 
people provide new opportunities for evangelism. “People's Daily” 
[newspaper] recently reported about the 400 Christians who were recognized 
progressive and exemplary factory workers. Professor Gao Wangzhi, the 
director in charge of Christian studies at the Beijing Institute for the Study 
of World Religions, trying to analyse the reasons for the phenomenal growth of 
the Protestant church from 700,000 in 1949 to the present estimated three 

million, identified three factors: influence of parents on children, the 
exemplary lives of Christians praised even by party cadres, and the growing 
interest and need of young people in spirituality. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Georges Tsetsis: "Orthodox Presence in the WCC" EPS 85.04.09 


[Tsetsis, the grand protopresbyter of the Istanbul-based [Eastern Orthodox] 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, is its representative to the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. He is also acting director of the WCC inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS). Among other Eastern and Oriental Orthodox on the WCC 
staff are Deputy General Secretaries Todor Sabev and Marie Assad; Ion Bria, 
deputy director of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism; Nicolas-— 
Gennadios Limouris, an executive secretary of the Commission on Faith and 
Order; Dan-Ilie Ciobotea, a lecturer at the Ecumenical Institute; Ghassan 
Rubeiz, CICARWS Middle East secretary; and Melaku Kifle, CICARWS Africa 
refugee secretary. This item comes from "Enimerosis" (“Update”), monthly 
newsletter of the patriarchate's WCC representation. ] 


During the conversations with Eastern Orthodox leaders the new WCC general 
secretary had recently in Constantinople [Istanbul] and Athens, but also on 
other occasions, he particularly underlined the importance of a fuller 
Orthodox presence in all governing and executive instruments of the council. 
As he emphatically remarked, the staffing of the WCC with Orthodox members is 
not only a question of doing justice to the Orthodox Church, but a question 
which primarily concerns the mental health of the ecumenical movement. 


Indeed, without the Orthodox presence, the WCC would be a _ Protestant 
federation, certainly useful for intra-Protestant dialogue and cooperation, 
but of limited scope as far as the theological search towards finding the 
means leading to Christian unity is concerned. 


A first effort to augment the Orthodox presence in the WCC was made recently 
by the WCC executive committee in naming an Orthodox [EPS 85.03.04] to the 
important position of director of the WCC Sub-Unit on Youth, and by increasing 
the number of Orthodox on various commissions and working groups. Thus the 
Orthodox presence in governing bodies of the WCC has gone up from 16.8 to 19%. 


If the executive committee was not able to reach the desired 23 percent agreed 
upon at the Inter-Orthodox consultation of Sofia in 1982, this is due mainly 
to the fact that in spite of the request of central committee last July, only 
a few Orthodox representatives proposed names to help the executive committee 
which was asked to reconsider the membership of the commissions and working 
groups, precisely in order to satisfy the Orthodox claim for a more 
substantial presence in the WCC? 


This lost occasion confirms the fact that we Orthodox, in spite of our wish 
for fuller participation, do not always take advantage of the possibilities 
offered to us by the council. This may be because we consider our relation 
with the WCC with a certain one-sidedness; or it may be because in the final 
analysis we do not have the appropriate persons with the necessary training 
who would be ready to undertake a service with the WCC. 


Many Orthodox churches participate in the WCC mainly with persons who have 
been on the front lines for many years and who feel the need to hand over the 
reins after the next WCC assembly, in 1990 or 1991. For the time being, 
however, only a few persons are concerned with the ecumenical agenda and seem 
ready to take over. What are we to do? Participation of younger elements 
as secretaries in Orthodox delegations attending ecumenical meetings, granting 
ecumenical scholarships to clergy and lay theologians, and participation of 
Orthodox students at the Ecumenical Institute (which was minimal in the last 
decade) might well contribute to the preparation of a younger generation able 
to give new breath and dimension to Orthodox witness in the WCC. 
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ECUTEXT: “WCC Message on South African Situation" EPS 85.04.10 


[This was sent (22 March) to the South African Council of Churches by World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro. SACC statements on the 
situation (EPS 85.04.01) are available to journalists on request to EPS. ] 


At this time of crises in South Africa, we share the pain and suffering of 
your people. With great shock we heard about yesterday's killing of 43 
people by the South African police. This news has reached us at a moment in 
which we recall the massacre in Sharpville precisely 25 years ago of 69 people 
who were peacefully demonstrating against apartheid. We are also reminded 
that since 1960, large numbers of blacks have been killed and detained because 
of their opposition against apartheid. 


The suffering of your people is immense. When will those in power open their 
eyes to see that the practice and theory of the apartheid ideology which 
builds walls of separation is completely contrary to the Christian teaching 
that “in Christ all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him 
to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of His cross (Col. 1:19f). When will those in power in 
South Africa learn that suppressing peaceful efforts and resistance against 
apartheid with violence, will only strengthen the spiral of violence, 
bloodshed, sorrow and pain in your country? 


We share and reaffirm your conviction that the evil system of apartheid must 
be dismantled and we support your repeated calls for the release of all 
political prisoners, the abolition of all apartheid laws, the legalization of 
political activities and negotiations with the genuine leadership of the 
blacks in South Africa. The recent developments have only underscored the 
necessity of mandatory and comprehensive sanctions against South Africa. 
There can be no peace in your country as long as the majority of the 
population is deprived of their birth-right to freedom and justice. 


The WCC has consistently drawn the attention of the churches to the evil of 
apartheid. We reiterate and affirm our solidarity with the SACC and other 
groups and movements which are struggling for justice and peace in South 
Africa. 


Your courageous and prophetic witness shows very clearly that confessing 
Christian faith in your country today, makes it imperative to work for 
fundamental change in the political, social and economic structures. We 
affirm with you that “such a confession is a cry from the heart, something we 
are obliged to do for the sake of the Gospel”. 


Please assure the families of the victims of the recent violence of our 
Sympathy and condolence and of our prayers for comfort and strength that God 
alone can give. 


Our common opposition against apartheid is based on the love for all people, 
whether they are white or black. In this spirit the WCC will continue to 
urge the member churches to express their fellowship with the SACC through 
prayers and actions of support. 


We send you greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, who 
has called us to His service. 
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ECUTEXT: "Asian Prayer Requests” EPS 85.04.11 


[The annual celebration of Asia Sunday, encouraged by the Singapore-based 
Christian Conference of Asia, is 19 May this year. The CCA includes 110 
denominations and national Christian councils from 16 countries, including 
Australia and New Zealand. Theme of Asia Sunday this year is "Jesus Christ 
Sets Free to Serve", which is also the theme of the CCA Eighth Assembly, in 
Seoul 26 June-2 July. What follows are CCA “suggested prayers for countries 
in the CCA region". More information on Asia Sunday and/or the assembly is 
available from G. R. Karat, Communications Secretary, CCA, 480 Lorong 2, Toa 
Payoh, Singapore 1231. ] 


AUSTRALIA - Pray that as they grapple with problems of the economy, those 
concerning land rights to aborigines, immigration and the receiving of people 
of Asian lands and cultures, Australians may make justice, reconciliation, 
peace and respect for all people the basis of their national life. Through 
positive and sensitive response to the needs of mission, relief and 
development at home and abroad, may the churches commend the Gospel to all 
people in unity. 


BANGLADESH - Pray for the struggle of this, one of the “least developed 
countries", for democracy, political stability, interreligious harmony and a 
better life for its poor masses. May the churches overcome their own 
divisions by committing themselves to the Gospel and the service of the people. 


BURMA - Pray that the Burmese way to Socialism might bring unity and 
development to the nation; and that, by their own life and practice, the 
churches might pioneer towards a national community in which peace and justice 
and development are available to all citizens. 


CHINA - Let us pray that through modernization development might be achieved 
without disparity; that there may be greater recognition of the place for 
religious faith in the life of the nation. Pray that China will contribute 
to peace in Asia. Thank God for the growth of the churches and pray that 
their witness and service to their people may make them more deeply united. 


HONG KONG - May the churches be a source of hope to the larger community and 
be strengthened in their resolve to be at the service of freedom and justice 
as they move towards 1997 and beyond. 


INDIA - Pray that the peoples of India might be set free from all social, 
political, economic and religious systems that make and keep people poor and 
powerless. Pray that the churches might use their freedom to preach and 
practice the Gospel in such a way as to hasten this transformation of national 
life. Pray that the government of Rajiv Gandhi might be given a new vision 
and commitment to lead the nation in this direction. 


INDONESIA - Pray that Pancasila may provide the government and the people an 
agreed basis for development which fosters unity, justice and human rights for 
all people. Pray that the new Communion of Churches (PGI) might foster 
renewal and greater unity among the churches and enable them to make a 
prophetic witness in national life. 


JAPAN - Pray that ana might be responsible, especially towards its Asian 
neighbours in using its industrial strength; that it might be a power for 
peace and resist the temptation towards greater militarization. Remember the 
discriminated minorities in Japanese society and the work of churches to 


secure justice for then. 
(over) 


“Asian Prayer Requests"/2 


KOREA - Pray with Korean Christians for peace, unification, human rights and 
democracy in their national life. May the growth of the church help in 
upholding these concerns. Pray that the hopes raised by the recent elections 
might indeed lead to an improvement in the situation. Pray that the CCA 
Assembly at Seoul, 26 June-2 July, may be a blessing to the churches in Asia. 


LAOS, KAMPUCHEA, VIETNAM - Pray that all sources of violence may be removed 
from these countries so that they may be free to mend their shattered 
societies in peace, and with goodwill from all. Pray for the refugees and 
other victims of war, and for all peace efforts. 


MALAYSIA — Pray that freedom, equality, justice and dignity might be ensured 
for all in the plans for the nation, and that the churches might be strong and 
united in furthering these values of the Gospel in national life. Remember 
the work of the churches in Sarawak and Sabah. 


NEW ZEALAND - Pray that NZ's bold stand against the entry of nuclear weapons 
into the country might be strengthened and that it might contribute towards 
peace by preventing the nuclearization of the Asia-Pacific region. Remember 
the work of the churches in this matter as well as in the struggle for justice 
to the Maoris. 


PAKISTAN — Pray for the restoration of democracy and civil liberties, and that 
the churches might be bold in upholding these values. Remember political 
prisoners and Afghan refugees. 


PHILIPPINES - Remember the struggles of the people for democracy, justice, 
economic well-being and human rights. Pray that all working in this cause, 
especially in the new parliament, may forsake all self-seeking and unitedly 
seek the good of the people at large. Praise God for individuals, groups and 
churches who have stood by the poor and oppressed. Pray for a just solution 
to the war-like situation in Mindanao. 


SRI LANKA - Pray for vigorous efforts to stop the loss of fellow feeling 
between the Sinhalese and Tamils, and for a just arrangement that will 
establish peace, trust and justice for all sections. May the churches be 
shown a way out of their dilemma and enabled to serve the situation in 
humility and with courage, and to demonstrate that in Christ all barriers are 
transcended. 


SINGAPORE - Thank God for the work of the Methodist Church during the past 100 
years and that God may guide it in its plans for the future. Thank God for 
the trends towards greater participation of the people in the affairs of the 
nation, Pray that the growing church might foster the building-up of a just 
and humane society. Pray that the new governments and oposition MPs may 
constructively work together towards these objectives. 


TAIWAN - Pray that the people's desire for their integrity and for democracy 
in their state may be recognized and conceded; that the churches might make 
these their concern. Praise God especially for the release of Dr C. M. Kao, 
and for the witness of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in the struggle for 
freedom and justice for the people, 


THAILAND - Pray for a society where resources and opportunities are more 
equitably shared so that areas of poverty and human debasement might be 
removed. Praise God for the work of CCT in the past 50 years. May the 
churches be channels of the love and concern of Jesus for their people. 
Remember the refugees in Thailand. 
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Every Bush is Burning is number 24 in the WCC Risk book series. Authored by 
Joan Puls, it describes an “ordinary and everyday" Spirituality under seven 
headings - life, search, formation, conflict, obedience, freedom, and 
exchange. Available from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20), it 


costs 9.50 Swiss francs, 4.75 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


The April issue of International Review of Mission, includes a series of 
_ articles marking the T100th anniversary of the work of Cyril and Methodius in 

Slavic parts of Europe, and other articles on the general theme of gospel and 
culture (EPS 85.04.39,40,41,42,43). Copies are available to journalists on 
request to WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Rapidas, information service of the Latin American Council of Churches, has a 
new editor. Joao Batista Nunes succeeds Fernando Oshige, who is leaving to 
pursue postgraduate studies in social communication, in Brazil. 


The regular EPS co deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the 
following is the ac tadule for the next several issues (all times 0700 GMT): 


Friday 12 April 
Tuesday 23 April 
Friday 26 April 
Friday 3 May 
Tuesday 21 May, etc. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 
August at Centro Cultural San Martin in central Buenos Aires. Some hotel 
rooms for media representatives will be available at the Hotel Bauen, at a 
cost of 36 US dollars per night (including breakfast). Bargain roundtrip 
fares negotiated with Aerolineas Argentinas will also be available to media 
representatives. Documents and other material for journalists will be 
available in French, Spanish, English, German, and (to a limited extent) in 
Portuguese. Some telephones will be reserved for journalists. They are asked 
to bring their own typewriters. A WCC-staffed recording studio will be 
available in the conference centre. Broadcasters are asked to bring their own 
portable equipment. There will be audio feeds from the conference hall, and 
brief audio excerpts of plenaries will be available to broadcasters. Black- 


and-white photos will be available. Accreditation applications and more 
information about arrangements are available from Claudte Perez, WCC/ 
Communication, Box 66, CHT Geneva 20. The deadline for accreditation 
requests is 15 May. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-121T1 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


Three situation reports on the African drought (Zimbabwe, no. 3, 25 
March; Angola, no. 9, 25 March; Mozambique, no. 3, 25 March) 
A final report (27 March) on Asia Floods Fund - 1983/4 


A first report (26 March) on Bangladesh - Floods 1984 


CHRISTIANS IN CHINA Ecumenical Press 
ESTABLISH FOUNDATION Service 85.04.12 


HONG KONG (EPS) - Two Chinese Christian leaders have announced formation of a 
foundation to promote health, education, and social service projects in China. 


Known as the Amity Foundation, its president is to be K.H. Ting, president of 
the China Christian Council and of the Chinese Christian Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement. Han Wenzao, the council's associate general secretary, is director 
of the foundation's preparatory staff, at its temporary headquarters in 
Nanjing. (Ting is president of the seminary there.) 


Four days later (25 March), the United Bible Societies announced it and the 
foundation expected to establish a modern printing facility in China under 
foundation direction and ownership or control. The plant would give priority 
to production of Bibles, Bible portions, and other Christian publications in 
China. It would also print other materials as determined by the foundation. 


With Ting and Han for the news conference here was Philip Wickeri. Paid by 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), he is the foundation's overseas coordinator, 
temporarily based here. 


The Chinese said the foundation “represents no departure from the Three-Self 
principle of the Chinese church as we have understood it over the last three 
decades. We do not seek help from overseas in matters of church finance”, 
they noted, describing the foundation as an "independent organization”. 


Late last year, Han and Ting issued a statement endorsing overseas church aid 
to “strengthen our people's efforts at the modernization of the country” (EPS 
85.02.01). Formal constitution of the foundation is to take place in late 
April, with the first meeting of its directors. 


The announcement here said the majority of the directors would be Chinese 
Christians, but “we also want to welcome and encourage the participation of 
people outside the church.” One board member is to be Kuang Yaming, former 
president of Nanjing University. Also reportedly under consideration is an 
international board of advisers, "drawn from church leaders and others ... 
active in health, education, and welfare work in different parts of the world.” 


Foundation proposals include recruitment of teachers from overseas churches to 
work in institutions of higher learning which do not normally have foreign 
teachers, with teachers of English, German, and Japanese expected to begin 
work later this year. It is also to support the Nanjing Children's Mental 
Health Research Centre, said to be the only institution of its kind in China. 


In a "personal report” (EPS 85.04.34), Wickeri said the foundation was 
"“church-related ... although ... not under the direct authority" of the 
council or the movement. He described the Amity approach as “a _ unique 
development among Christian social service agencies.” 


He said the foundation's work would "focus on the support of existing 
institutions, and not on institution-building. Although Chinese Christians 
are identifying the priorities which they deem important for their society, 
they also are willing to respond to well-intentioned initiatives from churches 
overseas. As such, the foundation will be able to serve as a validating 
agency for social service ministries in China," he noted. 


EPS 


BRITISH CHURCH REPS ACT ON FAMINE, Ecumenical Press 
EAST-WEST RELATIONS, DISARMAMENT Service 85.04.13 


LIVERPOOL (EPS/Robert Nowell) - At its semi-annual assembly, here late last 
month, the British Council of Churches referred back for further revision a 
draft policy statement on East-West relations. It did this by omitting from 
a resolution on the subject a clause commending the statement to BCC members 
for study and action. 


The statement discussed tensions involved in maintaining good relations with 
the institutional church in East Europe, while also speaking publicly about 
violations of human rights, or other forms of persecution. The proposed 
statement was criticized in particular by Roman Catholics for failing to give 
sufficient weight to such elements as the experience of the church in Poland. 


On another subject, the assembly voted (38-30) to refer back a long resolution 
calling on the UK government to support the international campaign for a 
nuclear freeze as a first step towards phasing out UK nuclear weapons. 
Referral back was moved by Baptist Union General Secretary Bernard Green. He 
said that although he and his denomination support a nuclear freeze, the 
wording of the resolution was ambiguous and that amendments to it would have 
caused confusion, while an inconclusive vote would have damaged the cause. 


On the question of famine in Africa, the assembly welcomed the public's 
generous response, regretted the planned decline in UK overseas aid over the 
next three years, called on the UK and Irish governments to press the European 
Community to adopt more constructive policies to meet the crisis in Africa, 
and urged them to increase their aid budgets to sustain longterm food 
production programs in Africa. 


In an emergency resolution on South Africa, the assembly asked BCC members to 
support the emergency crisis fund (EPS 84.04.01) set up by the South African 
Council of Churches. 


EPS 
UK PARLIAMENTARIANS REJECT Ecumenical Press 
CHARGES ON NAMIBIAN CHURCH Service 85.04.14 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - More decisive action by the UK government to 
encourage South Africa's withdrawal from Namibia and implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435 has been called for by a three-person 
all-party parliamentary delegation which visited the country at the invitation 
of the council of churches in Namibia. 


The delegation (Robert Rhodes James Conservative; Donald Anderson Labour; 
Lord Kennet, SDP) “emphatically rejected" the accusation that Namibian church 
representatives were terrorists or supporters of terrorists. Recently a 
party of Conservative parliamentarians who visited Namibia suggested that the 
artes church in that country “appeared to encourage violence" (EPS 
85.03.38). 


The all-party delegation said it was surprised by the massive and permanent 
nature of South Africa's military presence in Namibia. It found no evidence 
that South Africa was preparing to withdraw from the operational area or from 
Namibia as a whole, and it also found no evidence that South Africa was 
preparing for Namibian independence. Apartheid, it noted, was applied 
differently in Namibia than in South Africa - "but it is very much in force”. 


EPS 


CHURCH GROUPS ASK PREVENTION Ecumenical Press 
AS WELL AS RELIEF FOR FAMINE Service 85.04.15 


BRUSSELS (EPS) - An ecumenical coalition of church relief and development 
agencies has stressed the importance of linking famine prevention with relief 
measures. The coalition, Churches Drought Action in Africa, met to assess 


results of their joint relief actions in the last year in response to the 
African famine. 


CDAA said its efforts in 40 countries were worth 200 million US dollars, twice 
the goal the coalition set for itself when it was formed (EPS 84.03.48). CDAA 
includes three Roman Catholic agencies (Caritas Internationalis, Catholic 
Relief Services, CIDSE), Lutheran World Federation, and World Council of 
Churches, plus relief and development agencies related to them. 


CDAA said continuing immediate aid is needed for Ethiopia, Sudan, Chad, 
Mozambique, and Angola. 


CDAA Chair Ludwig Geissel called for "“medium- and long-term programs for 
structural change" to respond to the situation. In a post-meeting 
announcement, the group said “seeds, tools, fertilizer, water and soil 
conservation measures, better prices for farms and training schemes are among 
the elements needed if food production is to revive sufficiently to provide 
the affected countries with the basic means of existence.” 


It added that a “solution to the burden of debt-servicing” and "a major change 
in terms of trade to improve the access of primary products to the world's 
markets is also required.” 


EPS 


BISHOPS SAY CASTRO Ecumenical Press 
"OPEN TO DIALOGUE' Service 85.04.16 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


YOUNGSTOWN (Ohio) (EPS) - During a visit early this year to Cuba, three US 
Roman Catholic bishops received a surprise invitation to meet Cuban President 
Fidel Castro. In the wake of their five hours with him, James Malone, bishop 
here and president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, said Castro 
"seemed open" to “an intensive and continuing dialogue” with Cuban bishops on 
issues of church-state disagreement. 


Malone said he and his colleagues protested “discrimination which exists 
against practising Catholics” in Cuba, and that the Cuban leader said it was 
"not part of government policy. He noted historical circumstances which he 
suggested might explain individual pressure against Catholics.” 


During their meeting with Castro, the bishops appealed to Castro to allow 
political prisoners in his country to come to the US, Malone said, adding they 
also asked Castro to allow divided families to reunite, and to ease costs of 
travel between Cuba and the US. 


"We intend to explore further the possibility that the US bishops’ conference 
may be able to provide financial assistance to the church in Cuba", Malone 
said. A spokesperson for the conference said the bishops recognized that 


such aid may violate the US prohibition on trade with Cuba. 


EPS 


RIGHTS ACTIVISTS' DEATHS Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT CHURCH PROTESTS Service 85.04.17 


SANTIAGO (EPS) - The deaths late last month of persons connected with the 
Vicariate of Solidarity, a Roman Catholic human rights agency here, has 
prompted messages of protest and concern from church leaders. 


Jose-Manuel Parada Maluendo, a principal staff member of the agency since its 
founding in 1975, was kidnapped (29 March) with Manuel Guerrero Ceballos, 
president of the Metropolitan Teachers' Union of Chile. Both were found 
tortured and dead the next day on a remote road near the international 
airport. Found with them was the body of anotheman,: Santiago Natino Allende. 


Shot dead the same day, in what witnesses said was an unprovoked attack by 
police, were Eduardo and Rafael Vergara Toledo, teenage sons of two Vicariate 
staff members. 


In a message to World Council of Churches members in Chile (Evangelical 
Lutheran, Pentecostal, Pentecostal Mission, and Methodist Churches), WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro said the killings demonstrate, "along with 
other events, the will of continuing a policy of violence. ... We have prayed 
constantly", Castro continued, “so that you may enjoy peace with justice in 
your country. We ask you to continue your witness of faith as well as your 
fraternal support to the Vicariate ....” 


In a message to the Roman Catholic archbishop here, Francisco Fresno, Castro 
offered prayers for “peace, justice, and freedom for the Chilean people". In 
a message to the general vicar for the agency, Santiago Tapia Carvajal, Castro 
offered “brotherhood and sympathy. ... We repudiate ... the policy of violence 
and repression which has been set up against the Chilean people", he added. 
Among other messages of sympathy and support was one from General Secretary 
Arie Brower of the [US] National Council of Churches. 


"It isn't just, it isn't human, it isn't Christian, this spiral of violence", 
Vicariate officials said of the killings. Their declaration calls for 
“justice for so much spilt blood.” 


EPS 
WORLD CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
SCORES SA MEETING BAN Service 85.04.18 
GENEVA (EPS) - Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World Council of 


Churches, based here, has protested the three-month ban on meetings of the 
United Democratic Front and 27 other organizations in part of South Africa. 


In a message (1 April) to P.W. Botha, state president of South Africa, Castro 
urged him “not to close the very few channels available for non violent change 
in South Africa, to withdraw the recent measures against the UDF and other 
organisations, and to start meaningful discussions with the real leaders of 
the people in your country. As we make this plea to you," he concluded, “we 
uphold all the people in South Africa in our intercessions, and we pray for 


reconciliation, and the establishment of a just and caring society." 

Recent protests against South Africa's system of race separation and white 
Supremacy (apartheid) have seen scores killed and hundreds arrested (EPS 
85.04.01,02). Trials for those arrested last month are set for 3 June. 


EPS 


CZECHOSLOVAKS MARK 1100TH DEATH Ecumenical Press 
ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK MISSIONARY Service 85.04.19 


PRAGUE (EPS) - A three-day celebration (22-24 March) organized by the 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church of Czechoslovakia marked the 1100th anniversary of 
the death of the Greek missionary Methodius who was sent to organize the 
church among the Moravian Slavs. Orthodox in this country consider themselves 
the contemporary continuation of his work. 


The celebrations included a visit to Mikulcice, where Methodius and his 
brother Cyril worked, and aée gathering of Orthodox and _ ecumenical 
representatives, as well as representatives of the government and Czechoslovak 
cultural institutions. Among the speakers, Paul Ales from the faculty of 
Preshov, said Methodius' three-year mission in Moravia represented a cultural 
and spiritual revolution that led to the formation of an autonomous local 
church and culture. Vladimir LIanku, director of the religious affairs 
department of the government culture ministry, said Methodius' legacy is part 
of the nation's spiritual tradition, and is of great significance for the 
country's sovereignty and cultural development. 


Besides Metropolitan Dorotheos, head of the Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia, 
the group heard from representatives of several other Orthodox jurisdictions, 
including the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Church of Greece, and the Russian, 
Serbian, and Bulgarian Orthodox Churches. 


Representing the World Council of Churches, Ion Bria, deputy director of the 
WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, presented a new WCC collection 
of essays on Methodius. He said Methodius' legacy was “essential for the 
vitality of your church and for the renewal of its witness, together with the 
witness of other churches in your country, to the Czechoslovakian people.” 


EPS 
Lesotho bishops appeal for free, fair elections EPS 85.04.20 
MASERU (Lesotho) (EPS) - In a pastoral message, Lesotho's Roman Catholic 


bishops appealed to the authorities for free and fair elections, scheduled to 
take place later this year. “There is much more bitterness and violence”, the 
bishops say. "There are instances of intimidation and threats. People have 
been beaten up and killed for political motives”, they add. They urge 
“reconciliation between all people, factions, and parties, ... an attitude of 
dialogue, which will lead to mutual trust, and hopefully to genuine peace and 
real prosperity for ail", they say. In another statement, the bishops’ 
justice and peace commission said it was unhappy with the government decision 
to establish diplomatic ties with communist countries. 


Fallwell apologises for endorsing 'Christian America’ EPS 85.04.21 
MIAML BEACH (EPS) - Evangelist Jerry Falwell, also known as a major religious 
supporter of politically conservative causes in the US, told the 85th annual 
meeting of Conservative rabbis, here, that it was “wrong” to suggest the US 
was a Christian nation. He also said his support for Israel was not based on 
a view which suggests that Jews must be gathered together there “before we 
experience the second advent of our Messiah." New York-based Religious News 
Service reported Falwell said in a follow-up interview that he did not believe 
there was any unfulfilled prophecy which must occur before Christ comes again. 


Baptist Youth World Day of Prayer set EPS 85.04.22 
WASHINGTON (EPS) — The Baptist World Alliance, based here, set 9 June as its 


annual Baptist Youth World Day of Prayer. 


EPS 


Anglican Church of Canada looks at its human rights violations EPS, 85.04.23 
TORONTO (EPS) - The Canadian Churchman newspaper reports in its April issue 
that the Anglican Church of Canada is developing a “policy for 
self-examination in the area of human rights". The newspaper said the 
denomination's human rights unit was producing a draft human rights policy for 
Canadian Anglicans. It said issues such as discrimination by parish selection 
committees against candidates over 50, black or female, the rights of clergy 
Spouses who divorce, and the denomination's "conscience clause” on the 
ordination of female priests might be on the unit's agenda. 


Christian novelist to head Japanese cultural affairs agency EPS 85.04.24 


TOKYO (EPS) - Christian novelist Shumon Miura became (1 April) director 
general of the Cultural Affairs Agency of Japan. Christians are reckoned to 
account for less than one percent of Japan's more than 100 million people, 
though they are represented disproportionately in the Japanese literary 
world. In Osaka last month (19 March), a nearly one-month long book fair 
sponsored by 11 Christian publishing houses ended. The ecumenical effort 
exhibited about 2000 books on the Bible, theology, church history, and 
children's literature. 


First inter-Anglican development conference held EPS 85.04.25 
LOS ANGELES (EPS) - Twenty-five representatives from several Anglican 
denominations met here for the first Inter-Anglican Consultation on 
Development. It was sponsored by the London-based Anglican Consultative 
Council. New York-based Diocesan Press Service reported (21 March) that while 
the group “easily agreed" that a “spiritual dimension" was necessary for 
church development work, “defining that dimension sparked considerable 
debate." DPS said “third world participants placed development squarely 
within the area of evangelism, while several Western participants considered 
evangelism a loaded and easily misunderstood word." The group said the ACC 
should “plug Anglican resources into the larger ecumenical framework", and 
called for a large ACC role in an upcoming World Council of Churches 
conference on resource sharing. The group included participants from Kenya, 
US, UK, Australia, Japan, the Pacific, and Canada. 


Kyodan-Korean covenant studied EPS 85.04.26 


TOKYO (EPS) - The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and three Korean 
denominations (Presbyterian Church of Korea, Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of Korea, Korean Methodist Church) are considering a covenant 
relationship. Representatives of three of the four met here (5-6 March) to 
consider a draft of the agreement, which is now to be circulated among members 
of the four before it is submitted for ratification. 


Vatican warns on liberation theologian Boff's book EPS 85.04.27 


ROME (EPS) - The Vatican last month formally rejected the theological adequacy 
of a 1981 book, “Church, Charisma, and Power", by Brazilian liberation 
theologian Leonardo Boff. The rejection appeared in a document carried on the 
front-page of the Vatican newspaper. It was issued by the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) and approved by the pope. 
Boff was called to Rome last September for an interview on his doctrinal 
views. The Vatican document takes note of Boff's “good intentions and his 
repeated attestation of loyalty to the church and the magisterium [teaching]”, 
but says CDF “reservations ... in substance have not been overcome". It 
concludes that the Boff opinions detailed in the document “are such that they 
endanger the sound doctrine of the faith". Boff reportedly said he was 
pleased the document did not condemn liberation theology as such, but only 
some conclusions about institutional structures which can be derived from it. 


EPS 


British Free Church Federal Council to slim EPS 85.04.28 
LEEDS (EPS) - Delegates to last month's annual congress of the Free Church 
Federal Council, which groups most of Britain's smaller denominations, 
overwhelmingly approved proposals to slim the council down. Among changes 
okayed were replacement of the annual congress with an every-three-years 
residential conference, reduction of the number of people on the council and 
its executive committee, abolition of the local councils committee, and 
extension of the term of the council moderator from one to three years. 


Ecumenical visitors regret French "Protestant introversion" EPS 85.04.29 
PARIS (EPS) - BSS church news service, based here, reports a nine-person 


ecumenical delegation which visited France for a week-and-a-half concluded 
that “French Protestants still live in the past". BSS reported the group 
(Methodist, Lutheran, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox, from Uruguay, Bolivia, 
Bulgaria, Polynesia, Madagascar, Greece, Switzerland, and the UK) told a press 
conference here (19 March) they were “surprised by the tense way in which 
Protestants they met situate themselves with regard to the past, often in 
opposition to the Catholic church." (Earlier item: EPS 85.03.102.) 


Catholic-Protestant commission reflects on Nantes revocation EPS 85.04.30 
PARIS (EPS) - The 12-member Catholic-Protestant Joint Committee in France says 
the 300th anniversary of the revocation of the 1598 Edict of Nantes, which 
tolerated Protestantism in mostly Roman Catholic France, is a time to "reflect 
together on a history which at the same time is common to us and separates 
us." The theologians describe the 1685 revocation as an "act of intolerance 
and the occasion for persecutions ... a failure, as much on the religious as 
the social and economic plane.” In light of that past, it urges particular 
modern French ecumenical attention to questions of religious liberty and the 
obligation of majorities to respect religious and cultural minorities. 


English Anglican bishops surveyed again on beliefs EPS 85.04.31 
LONDON (EPS) - The group “Action for Biblical Witness to Our Nation" says 57 


of 106 [Anglican] Church of England bishops it surveyed replied to questions 
which show 60 percent of them believe Jesus' birth to the Virgin Mary is a 
historical event, 63 percent believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ from 
the tomb on the third day, and 37 percent think Christians must believe that 
Jesus Christ is "God made flesh". Several bishops criticized the group's 
procedures, and neither English Anglican primate - York Archbishop John 
Habgood nor Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie - answered their questions. 
Runcie told bishops last November that they could decline to answer survey 
questions “which, in the end, may well mislead the general public”. 


Canterbury says church and government in ‘critical solidarity' EPS 85.04.32 
LONDON (EPS) - [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said in a 


newspaper interview last month the church was in “critical solidarity” with 
the government. He also described his relationship with UK Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher as "good and easy". He suggested that when bishops speak 
about politics, they should do so with sufficient background knowledge, lest 
they "make themselves ridiculous", but the archbishop rejected the view that 
the church should provide a “sacred coping to overarch the social policies of 
the government”. The weekend before the interview appeared, Thatcher told a 
Conservative Party meeting, "You may have noticed recently the voices of some 
reverend and right reverend prelates have been heard in the land. I make no 
complaint about that. After all, it wouldn't be spring, would it, without the 
voice of the occasional cuckoo." Recent church comments on the UK situation 
have prompted criticism from some Conservative representatives. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Matias Preiswerk: "Bolivia's Bishops” EPS 85.04.33 
[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


Bolivia's Roman Catholic bishops are playing a key role in easing political 
and economic tensions here, but many observers believe that their sympathies 
lie more with the country's conservative business and political leaders than 
with the labour and peasant movements defending the rights of the poor. 


Several times during recent decades, the bishops have brought their moral 
authority to bear in moments of political turmoil. During the dictatorships 
of Hugo Banzer (1971-78) and Luis Garcia Mesa (1980-81), the bishops 
courageously condemned human rights abuses, defended the rights of peasants 
and workers and issued vigorous calls for a return to democratic rule. 


In the first months after democracy was re-established in October 1982, the 
hierarchy was content to take a "wait and see” attitude towards the UDP 
coalition government of Hernan Siles Zuazo. Although many poor and working 
class Bolivians had hoped the bishops would assume more leadership in offering 
solutions for the country's devastating economic situation and give some 
direction to the internally-divided UDP government, the hierarchy limited 
itself to ambiguous statements that frequently reflected anti-communist and 
anti-union sentiments. 


As the political and economic crisis became even more acute by late 1983, the 
bishops broke their silence and offered to serve as mediators. In their 26 
November 1983 message to the Bolivian people, they called upon the government, 
the political parties, the trade unions and the business sector to agree to "a 
political pact and a social and economic truce ... to save the democracy we 
have achieved at such great cost", and pledged to work towards a _ broad 
“national accord". The government, business leaders and the armed forces all 
seized upon the bishops' call as a means of staving off growing social unrest. 


Although they also applauded the call, labour and peasant leaders criticized 
the bishops' analysis of the crisis. They pointed out that the document 
ignored the basic conflict between those who have caused the crisis and those 
who have been victimized by it. They were especially disturbed by the 
bishops' mention of “foreign extremist ideologies that are incompatible with 
true democracy", interpreting it as an allusion to the Bolivian Communist 
Party, which is a member of the governing UDP coalition. 


Few concrete agreements resulted from the bishops' 1983 call. Throughout 
1984, the Siles government grew more vacillating and frantic in its efforts to 
save the country from economic collapse. Segments of the military and some 
right-wing members of the Congress openly plotted to topple the government. 
Alleging that Siles was protecting the country's powerful drug mafia, the 
Congress' conservative majority began proceedings to force Siles to step down. 


Once again, the bishops attempted to mediate. On 20 October 1984, they 
released a pastoral letter analysing the Bolivian situation. Many pastoral 
agents and grassroots church leaders were dismayed at the letter's assumptions 
about the causes of the crisis. For the first time the bishops mention the 
hardship suffered by Bolivians as a result of the foreign debt. But in 
analysing the over-all political situation, the bishops seemed to lay blame on 
the government, insisting that “power groups exist that exclusively confer 
upon themselves the democratic process, wanting to impose their own political 
platforms and interests above those of the common good.” 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Wickeri: “Background to the Amity Foundation" EPS 85.04.34 


[Wickeri is overseas coordinator for the recently-formed, church-related, 
Amity Foundation in China (EPS 85.04.12).] 


--. The point of departure for understanding so many of the changes taking 
place in China today is marked by the Third Plenum of the 11th Communist Party 
of China Central Committee (December, 1978). The struggle against “ultra- 
leftism", the encouraging of local initiative in the economic realm, efforts 
for political reform and restructure, new opportunities for cultural and 
intellectual expression, and the policy of openness to the outside world all 
date from the 11th Plenum. The emphasis throughout is on the flexible 
application of Marxism and on “seeking truth from facts" so that "a socialism 
with Chinese characteristics” may be allowed to emerge. 


Most recently, this spirit has been embodied in a bold decision on urban 
economic reform passed in the last session of the 12th Party Congress (20 
October 1984). In the area of government religious policy, it is reflected 
in the comprehensive document entitled "The Basic Viewpoint and Policy on the 
Religious Question During Our Country's Socialist Period” (March 1982). More 
than any other statement in the history of Chinese Marxism, this document, 
which has been widely circulated in China and overseas, highlights the 
possibilities for co-operation between religious believers and non-believers 
in the struggle for socialist modernization. 


Reports from China since 1979 have emphasized the positive changes which 
policy decisions taken since the Third Plenum have brought to Chinese 
society. These changes have generally been welcomed by the Chinese people, 
and they have in turn made possible new initiatives in many different areas, 
from the agricultural responsibility system to industrial management, from 
explorations into new cultural and literary themes to the re-emergence of 
organized religious life. For Chinese Christians, the period since 1979 has 
been characterized by efforts for church renewal, theological education and 
leadership training, the printing of the Bible and other religious literature, 
the reconstitution of national and local Protestant organizations, and the 
re-establishment of international ecumenical contacts. 


Recent developments in Chinese Protestantism also need to be seen in the 
context of the history of the Three-Self Movement in the 1950s. Over the 
last five years, there has been a concern to rethink the programme for 
self-government, self-support and self-propagation in light of the new 
historical situation. ... [Chinese Protestants'] understanding of Christian 
faith is cast in the context of their support for China's’ socialist 
modernization. Thus, although Chinese Protestants have no desire to depart 
from the Three-Self principle in the life of their churches, they are 
interested in responding creatively to the new situation in Chinese society. 
One aspect of this response is the concern to play a more active role in 
social development and at the same time give greater attention to 
international relationships and ecumenical sharing. ... 


Although Chinese Protestants do not seek overseas help in matters of church 
finance (they do not seek to differentiate themselves from the rest of the 
Chinese people in terms of economic well-being), they are interested in 
encouraging those initiatives from abroad which would serve to promote the 
health, education and welfare of all the Chinese people. The problem has 
been to find a proper channel for such initiatives, one which would allow 
Chinese Christians to determine their own priorities for social service, with 
the prospects for more meaningful Christian relationships. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham:"Resurrection of the Chinese Church (III)" EPS 85.04.35 


[Amirtham directs the Programme on Theological Education of the World Council 
of Churches. He was in China towards the end of last year as part of a visit 
co-ordinated by the Association of Theological Education in South-east Asia, 
and sponsored by PTE, the Commission for Theological Concerns of the Christian 
Conference of Asia, and the Fund for Theological Education in South-east Asia. 
The document from which this item is excerpted, "A Resurrection Experience: 
Life of the Church in China", is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


--- A special phenomenon of the Chinese church is the meeting of Christians in 
homes and other places. It is estimated that there are at least 10,000 such 
groups. When during the cultural revolution the churches were closed, 
Christians continued to meet in homes and this practice continues. ibe 
provides an opportunity for close Christian fellowship, prayer, Bible study 
and sharing. Where churches are too far to get to, or no churches exist, 
they serve as normal context for Christian worship. 


In a few cases they are also opposed to the Three Self Movement, because these 
Christians do not share the latter's official position that Christians should 
participate in the nation building, co-operating with a Communist and 
atheistic government. That Christians should love Christ and their country 
is the Three Self Movement position; that these are mutually incompatible is 
the view of some small groups. It was explained to us that this difference 
in theological position and existence of sectarian house meetings is often 
exaggerated and exploited by Christian groups abroad. Most Christians attend 
worship in churches on Sundays’ and participate in the home meetings 
weekdays. Bishop [K.H.] Ting's mother [leader of The Three Self Movement ], 
now 98, has a group meeting in her own home. 


At the discussion with the pastors and elders at the Chong Wen Meng Christian 
church we raised the question of the relationship of the church to the party 
and the state. Our friends said, "People often ask how can we work together 
with the Communist Party when we believe in God and they are atheist. The 
Communist Party is doing something good for the nation. Everybody has enough 
food and clothing. As a result, we have warm feelings built towards then. 
Many Christians are in influential places in society and people recognize both 
their witness for Jesus Christ and the way they are building up the nation. 
Once one is committed to being a Christian there are fewer temptations than 
before since there is now for example no gambling and no prostitution. The 
Three Self Movement has helped bridge the gap in helping Christians know the 
nature of their responsibility to the nation.” 


The two sermons we listened to laid great stress on the everyday life of 
Christians. In Beijing, Pastor Kao preached for 50 minutes that Christians 
are called to be light and salt in the world (Mt. 5:13-14): ... “Ordinary men 
understood who Jesus was. First James, then Andrew. Jesus asks come and 
see, Others want to know how Christians live, then they will know who 
Christians are ... No matter how simple or ordinary you are, still you can be 
salt. Women are not excluded. Esther witnessed as a shining light in a 
foreign land ... In Christian history, it is not the church of the 
ecclesiastical authorities such as the pope, but the witness of the laymen 
that is important.” In Hangzhou, Pastor Mee preached a short sermon - 
probably in consideration to the visitors! - on "Living Stones’ (1 Peter 
234-5): ... “As stones we have the grace. Christians are the handiwork of 
the Lord, built by his grace. Let us put ourselves in his hand. The hand 
of the Lord never leaves us .... We are living stones and not stumbling 
Biocker .6. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW/André Jacques: "'True' and 'False' Refugees” EPS 85.04.36 


[Jacques is migration secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


In the prevailing climate of increasing and irrational xenophobia and racism, 
there is also, happily, growing concern about the progressive erosion of the 


right of asylum in Europe. All the countries of Europe are ... reviewing 
their position and re-examining the regulations for the implementation of 
conventions they have signed and rights they have recognized. In many cases 


they are, unfortunately, doing so under pressure of public opinion hostile to 
the admission of more foreigners. ... 


Is there any such thing as 'real' refugees and 'false' refugees? One section 
of public opinion is convinced that there is and that the difference is 
between political refugees and economic refugees. But, one suspects, this 
argument tends to be used when new categories of politically less acceptable 
refugees arrive. Why are the majority of refugees from eastern Europe or the 
Indochinese peninsula clearly political refugees, while those coming from 
Africa or Sri Lanka can undoubtedly be suspected of being ‘economic’ refugees? 


The structural injustice of relations between North and South, between 
developed and ‘developing' countries, has led some people to think hordes of 
migrants are simply intent on escaping from conditions in their own countries, 
ignoring the fact that it was the industrialized countries themselves which 
needed, and still need, cheap labour and which encouraged them to come in the 
first place. In answer to such specious arguments, the Convention on the 
Right of Asylum was drawn up in 1951 with a quite specific category of 
refugees in mind. Today, to respond honestly to the needs of the situation 
in 1985, that definition has to be interpreted very liberally. 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Kenith David: “Resistance and Christian Witness” EPS 85.04.37 


[This item is excerpted from a report to the meeting in January of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches 
(EPS 85.02.83). David is CWME secretary for Urban Rural Mission. ]} 


... Are there limits to resistance? Are we always bound by a commitment to 
non-violence? Is non-violence really an integral part of the Christian teach- 
ing? ... Resistance, whether as a form of Christian witness or not, is and 
can too often be seen as re-active action. That is, individuals, groups, 
nations, etc., resist a particular action or actions taken by someone or some 
other group. Is there not a positive and “offensive” aspect to resistance? 
How can the victims of unjust structures, oppression and violence be offensive 
in their resistance? How can such terms as "blessed" in the Beatitudes or 
"favoured ones", e.g., Mary in Luke 1, provide an offensive connotation for 
Christian resistance? Is the shedding of blood and the giving of life the only 
offensive element in resistance? 


Caution should however be exercised to guard against sentimentalization and 
trivialization of resistance, or to reducing resistance to a _ simple 
common denominator; the expression of resistance in North America or Western 
Europe will necessarily differ from the resistance in Chile or South Africa or 
the Philippines. Neither should one isolated act of resistance be regarded - 
particularly in the North - as the “passport” to so-called authority and fame; 
that would be a debasement of resistance. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Alan P. F. Sell: “Reformed Resources” EPS 85.04.38 


[Sell is theological secretary at the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. This item is excerpted from the current in his occasional series, 
"From the Theological Desk". ] 


... What a tremendous resource we have in those who have been called by God 
into the ministry. Men and women of all kinds are being equipped for 
service, and more and more member churches are offering in-service training to 
their pastors. A sadder aspect is the phenomenon of ministerial 'burn-out', 
the physical and mental exhaustion, and sometimes the collapse, of ministers. 


It would be foolish and presumptuous to attempt a diagnosis and to prescribe 
remedies in a few words. -But I wonder: could it be in some cases that in 
some consumer societies, where success is measured by numerical growth, 
increased profits and the like, ministers have found themselves’ under pressure 
to 'succeed' in those terms? 


If so, when the pews do not fill up under their preaching - and even more if 
they begin to empty - ministers will feel that they have failed. They may 
then compensate by loading their diaries with social outreach activities, fit 
their pulpit preparation into the small hours, and in the end - burn out. 


A reconsideration of our heritage may help. God is sovereign in creation and 
redemption. He alone can take the scales from people's eyes. The English 
Puritan Thomas Watson wisely said, "The ministers of God are only the pipes 
and organs; it is the Spirit blowing in them that effectually changes the 
heart.” We are privileged to scatter the seed; we must be content to let 
God be the Lord of the harvest. 


With what a rich variety of music Reformed people around the world praise 
God. It will be a long time before I forget the songs of the children and 
adults at a colourful open-air service on the occasion of the constituting of 
a new presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. Then there were 
the polished performances of choirs in North America - not forgetting the 
handbells in St Louis; the deep harmonies of the choirs in the Reformed 
Church, Lusaka, Zambia; the utter sincerity and vigour of the congregational 
singing at Olesnice, Czechoslovakia; and the familiar American evangelical 
tunes with most unfamiliar Bulgarian words in Sofia. We owe much to our 
music makers and those who lead them. ... 


But our greatest resource is the free and overflowing grace of God. Yet so 
often we think and behave as if we had to prop up our religion! ...0Our God's 
grace is sufficient, and he carries us. 


An illustration used by Dr I. J. Robertson at the Thirteenth General Council 
of the Reformed Alliance (1929) will underline the point. He spoke of ‘the 
cathedral with the exquisite chapter-house ... with so daringly-wide a span of 
roof, that timid antiquity hastened to secure it by a central supporting 
pillar. Recent examination, however, showed that now, and apparently for 
centuries, the pillar had sunk down into the foundations; so that, unseen 
from beneath, there was a clear gap of several inches between the top of the 
pillar and the great roof it was supposed to support. Which thing is an 
allegory.' 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "Gospel & Culture - What do we Mean?" EPS 85.04.39 


[Stockwell directs the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from the 
April issue of the WCC quarterly "International Review of Mission."] 


... Do we really know what we refer to when we use the word “gospel”? Is 
there anything such as a pure gospel, totally disentangled from any cultural 
reference? One may well imagine that if Jesus Christ himself is the good 
news, the gospel, universally valid in all time and place, there is such a 
pure gospel. 


But is such a pure gospel available to us? The biblical record, which is the 
prime mediation vehicle to us of the life and ministry of Jesus, is culturally 
bound from beginning to end, tied up with Israel's history and ways, the 
languages and thought patterns of ancient Palestine, and the symbols peculiar 
to the peoples whose stories are there related. We may well ask if it is 
possible to get behind those “cultures” to some de-culturized kernel of truth 
and reality. Even more, is not the very nature of God's incarnation in Jesus 
Christ, in a particular time and place and people, an indication that God 
intends to be known in and through culture, not apart from it? 


The search for a “pure gospel" may well lead us to a more intensive study of 
scripture so that we may plumb the depths of God's will and purposes ever more 
fully, but in fact the search may be doomed to failure for there may not be 
any “pure gospel”, and even if such exists we are bound to understand it in 
the human cultural categories of our own minds, language and perceptions which 
themselves are culturally defined. 


Or if we think of the word “culture”, it is not easy to be precise about what 
culture per se is. Cultural anthropologists have come up with many 
descriptions and definitions. The [1983 WCC] Vancouver Assembly tried its 
hand at a definition of sorts: “Culture is what holds a community together, 
giving a common framework of meaning. It is preserved in language, thought 
patterns, ways of life, attitudes, symbols and presuppositions, and is 
celebrated in art, music, drama, literature and the like. It constitutes the 
collective memory of the people and the collective heritage which will be 
handed down to generations still to come.” 


Such a description is admirable in its breadth, so inclusive indeed that one 
asks what is left out. But, are patterns of crime in a community part of 
that community's culture? Are factors that build walls within communities, 
and tear at the fabric of human life, part of culture? Perphas so; _ but 
surely we then hesitate at wanting to affirm everything a culture presents. 
What if literature celebrates apartheid, or cultural attitudes condone the 
exploitation of the poor and the powerless? 


We do well to remind ourselves that the word “culture” is not necessarily 
positive in every way. The Vancouver Assembly spoke at one point about "the 
contextual proclamation of the gospel in all cultures and the transforming 
power of the gospel in any culture”. The suggestion clearly is that any 
culture may well have elements in it that in fact need transformation, change, 
renewal. ... The concept so often articulated today is that the gospel, and 
the Christian community which proclaims the gospel, must affirm cultures. 
Just what does that mean? Surely it does not mean a suspension of our 
critical faculties as we look at our own, or at other cultures. Does 
affirmation of a culture mean only the affirmation of that which we deem, by 
some criterion or other, to be “good" while rejecting what is “bad”? ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/John Meyendorff: “Gospel & Culture - What to Accept" EPS 85.04.40 


[Meyendorff is dean of St Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, near New 
York, This item is excerpted from the April issue of the World Council of 
Churches quarterly “International Review of Mission."] 


--. Christians never commit a greater spiritual crime than when they accept 
the dualism of grace and nature, the sacred and the secular, when they concede 
that there is an autonomous natural sphere that can possess its own beauty 
(different from the “religious” one), its own harmony (created by God, but 
somehow independent of Christ). It is time that we start affirming and 
proclaiming that God is the creator of beauty, and that nothing created can be 
legitimately “secularized". ... 


We all know, for example, how throughout the centuries the church made use of 
matter, of music, and of images in manifesting the presence of the kingdom of 
God in the liturgy. --. [With] rites of sanctification and blessing, it has 
asserted its claim to universality, encompassing the entire cosmic reality. 
Indeed, nothing of the “old creation" can be left outside of the "new"! 


This does not mean, however, that any cultural form contributes to a 
manifestation of “new creation", or that any style of art is as able as the 
Romanesque, the Gothic, or the Byzantine, to reflect the mystery of the 
incarnation. The drama of a secularized culture, which excludes the logos of 
creation and builds its forms upon the reaction and intuitions of “autonomous” 
humankind, has gone very deep in our world today. A process of selection, of 
purification and redemption, similar to the one that confronted the fathers of 
the church when they faced the gigantic task of converting the Greco-Roman 
world to Christ, faces us again today. 


Of course, our task is much more difficult, because the world we face is a 
post-Christian world: it pretends to know the Christian norms and to reject 
them deliberately. Christianity has tragically lost its novelty: it smells 
a reactionary past. A simple return to ancient liturgy, to ancient art, to 
ancient music is therefore both insufficient in itself and may lead to further 
compromising the ever-new, creative nature of the Christian faith. 


--. I think that antiquarian conservatism, a "return" to the past, is often 
better than bad improvisations. But, clearly, if Maximus the Confessor was 
right in defining the “logos of being" as a movement, one should recognize 
that Christian mission requires new forms, new ways of including the whole of 
today's humanity, of today's world into its realm. 


But these new forms cannot simply be imported as such from the fallen world, 
uncritically; they must be adapted to the unchanging content of the Christian 
gospel and manifest this content in a way that would be consistent with the 
holy tradition of the one catholic tradition. So, authentic Christian 
creativity requires this effort of selection, of discernment, as well as 
boldness in accepting new things. 


In their own day, Saints Cyril and Methodius [both helped bring Christianity 
to parts of what is now Eastern Europe] were eminent witnesses of such 
creativity, not only because - as so many missionaries before and after them - 
they were able, culturally and linguistically, to identify with a social group 
that needed to hear the gospel, but because they were able to be both 
traditional and innovative, both faithful and critical. ... To emulate that 


model is the best way of commemorating the 1100th anniversary of ... 
Methodius' death. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Michael Amaladoss: "From Inculturation to Dialogue” EPS 85.04.41 


[Amaladoss is one of the assistants to the superior general of the Society of 
Jesus in Rome. This item is excerpted from the April issue of the World 
Council of Churches quarterly "International Review of Mission!'] 


..- Twenty-five years ago I was busy studying Tamil language and culture in 
order to translate and adapt the gospel and Christian theology into linguistic 
and cultural categories that would be familiar to those to whom I was going to 
proclaim Christian truth. But the study of Indian, largely Hindu, religion 
and culture and contact with practising Hindus led me to discover many good 
and inspiring things in their tradition that I wished to integrate into my own 
Christian tradition. In the course of that effort, I realized that what I 
was really looking for was an Indian Christian spirituality, theology, 
liturgy, etc., so that the gospel would incarnate itself into Indian culture, 
acquiring in this way a new cultural expression, becoming more catholic 
(universal) and at the same time purifying and fulfilling another culture. 


Such an incarnation, however, proved impossible without a living dialogue with 
Hindus, reading their scriptures, following their philosophico-theological 
reflection, interpreting their symbols and sharing their way of life and 
sadhana (spiritual pursuit). This tended to be an elite activity. Contact 
with the people, the poor and a certain impact of the theology of liberation 
made me see inculturation as an integral process of building up a new humanity 
(the kingdom), in which proclamation, dialogue and liberation had their place 
and in which I was called to collaborate with all men and women of good will. 


This experience has helped me to understand more deeply the meaning of 
inculturation. In the beginning I was theorizing in the abstract about the 
encounter between gospel and culture. But, in practice, the gospel comes to 
us in its European cultural expression, so that inculturation appears as a 
process of interculturation. Furthermore, the culture that the gospel is 
encountering is itself the expression of a particular religious tradition, so 
that interculturation includes within itself an interreligious encounter. 


Failure to understand the implications of this last dimension leads one to 
look for secular elements in culture as the only proper object of 
inculturation, and to misunderstand other people, who take the whole of the 
living culture seriously, as being guilty of syncretism. Finally, in a world 
dominated by science and technology and by secular ideologies of the right and 
the left, dialogue can become a call and an opportunity to collaborate to 
uphold common human and religious values as the basis and inspiration of a 
given culture. 


Inculturation understood in this manner is made a difficult project in the 
contemporary world owing to many factors. I shall mention just three, 
interrelated ones: (1) All religions are under the pressure of the forces of 
modernization. Their response, however, is varied and, unsure of themselves, 
they become defensive. (2) When traditional cultural structures seem to be 
disintegrating in a fast changing economic and political climate, religious 
loyalty seems to be a source of a mass cultural identity, and this leads to 
fanatic, fundamentalist currents. (3) Christianity, at least in my country, 
still wears a colonial face and, when it is not actively opposed or looked at 
with suspicion, is marginalized as one more sub-caste. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Zhao Fusan: "Mission & Missionaries in China” EPS 85.04.42 


[Zhao directs the Institute for the Study of World Religions of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences. This item is excerpted from the April issue of 
the World Council of Churches quarterly "International Review of Mission.” ] 


I think a point of clarification is necessary in order to differentiate the 
missionary enterprise and the missionaries. When speaking of the missionary 
enterprise as a whole, one finds that the first introduction of Christianity 
into China, namely Nestorianism in the seventh century, and the second 
introduction, Roman Catholicism in the thirteenth century, soon faded out 
simply because it was too much a court religion, counting on the support of 
the powers that were there. 


I feel that the same kind of mistake was made in the missionary enterprise in 
the nineteenth century up until 1949. This may explain why it had so little 
effect among the Chinese people. I trust a majority of the missionaries came 
with true missionary zeal. They wanted to sacrifice their whole lives to 
bring the gospel to the Chinese people. Many of them came to China, however, 
under the protection of their unequal treaties. That was something that was 
built-in without their being conscious of it; it was built into the 
situation. Life in the mission compounds was so conspicuously different from 
the life of the ordinary Chinese people. 


In those years there were many civil wars between the warlords. Whenever 
there was such a civil war, the Christians would flock into the mission 
compound with an American flag hoisted to protect them. As a result of that, 
the wall of the compound became the wall separating Christians from the broad 
masses of the people. So Christianity has never really taken root among the 
ordinary people; it has not entered into their hearts as Buddhism or Islam 
has. There was no foreign political power supporting Buddhism or Islam; 
each had to stand on its own merits. I think this is something we have to 
account for when we try to draw lessons from the missionary ... past. 


[Do you find in the theology of the cross a way of inculturation that speaks 
to the Chinese experience, that it is in suffering that Christianity becomes 
inculturated? } 


Very much. I would not, however, think that inculturation begins with 
that. I think it is more important for the Christian to think in terms of 
his/her faith, to consider how to live out that faith in that particular 
setting in the deepest spiritual experience that is possible. People may say 
that this is a kind of inculturation, but that is not my departure point. 


--. During a presentation in West Germany I made a point of saying that to be 
Christian is to be human, having in mind Karl Barth's 'The Humanity of God’. 
Of course, that thesis is for me very Chinese. But I said this 
unconsciously, without thinking that here I am trying to inculturate; that's 
not my way of reasoning. I think the Chinese cultural heritage is within me 
and what I have to struggle with myself is how to live as a Christian in my 
own setting when I recall the experience of past generations. ... 


Suffering was the experience of the decade of the Cultural Revolution. ... 
also for the entire ... church. --. The Cultural Revolution helped one to 
really understand what the Christian faith means in its challenge to one's 
life. Without the Cultural Revolution I think the truth is still there, 
though it might take a much longer time for one to realize. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Julius Lipner: "Gospel & Culture - Relationships" EPS 85.04.43 


[Lipner is senior lecturer in comparative religion and Sanskrit at the 
Cambridge University divinity school. This item is excerpted from the April 
issue of the WCC quarterly “International Review of Mission.” ] 


--. We must resist the widespread tendency among Christian theologians to 
predicate the concept of salvation-history of only one race culminating in a 
single event. This has all sorts of undesirable and unacceptable 
consequences: it makes of the whole religious history of non-Christian 
peoples in general, and of the continuing, post-Christian religious history of 
the Jews in particular, a theological triviality; it abuses and exploits the 
very concept of history, which by definition comprehends the whole of humanity 
within the same axes of space and time; it denies that God's salvific will is 
an incarnational will, respecting the human way of being, in the freedom and 
individuality of its collective religio-cultural diversity. It also gives to 
divine providence a magical quality, requiring it to conjure salvation for 
non-Christians outside the ordinary human situation through extraordinarily 
contrived decisions (e.g. ... private revelations at the moment of death). 


In principle, then, Christians cannot dismiss a priori the possibility of 
non-Christian world religions as being from their origins, through the helping 
hand of God, successful collective efforts for the salvation of their 
members. Whether or not Christians can say that in fact a particular 
non-Christian religion (and indeed a particular Christian tradition) is here 
and now a viable structure of salvation for its adherents, is a separate and 
very large question, one in my view not to be easily resolved by some arrogant 
and simple comparison of particular (non-Christian) phenomena with one's own 
selected religious beliefs. This question in fact calls for comparative 
religion, in the best sense of the expression, with the prerequisites of 
self-critical openness and attentiveness demanded by the most’ serious 
activities. It makes comparative religion as the concern of the scholarly 
few, and as a sounding-board for the inexpert many, a sacred and urgent duty. 


But the main point I have been making here is that the conclusion that God's 
saving activity in Jesus is an incarnational one in the way described has not 
been reached by the exegesis of some arbitrarily-selected text, but by an 
analysis of what the gospels as such reveal, in the person and life of Jesus, 
about the structure of the divine outreach. And this means that we must view 
the relationship between the gospel and culture firmly along the lines of the 
strong dialogic tendency with its active news-report/communication-medium 
model ... . It is only the strong dialogic approach that begins to do 
justice to the human and theological issues involved in the basic question 
confronting us. Thus we cannot allow the dialectic or even the weak dialogic 
tendency to dominate our understanding of the relationship between the gospel 
and culture as to the former's reception, appropriation and propagation. 


Shortly I shall point out what I find to be valuable insights of the dialectic 
tendency: it is not all unhelpful ~- far from it. But by stressing the 
absoluteness and otherness of the biblical kerygma to the point of allowing 
for no significant saving dialogue between it and the great and little streams 
of culture that carry the hopes, fears, dreams, joys and, aspirations of the 
whole human family from the past into the future. It makes of this kerygma, 
and indeed of Jesus in whom that kerygma comes to life and fruition, from the 
historical point of view, a rootless wonder. It weakens drastically the 
incarnational impetus of God's saving outreach and in the process dehumanizes 
the Christ and trivializes the human situation, from which and in which we can 
only be saved. 


(over) 


gospel & culture: relationships/2 


--- Is the gospel to be purely culture-relative? Is there nothing in it and 
in its focus, Jesus the Christ, that is to be recognized as absolute and 
transcendent? What are we to say of the missionary role of the church? 
Finally, to revert to our earlier example: must we abandon, in accordance 
with the winds of change and possibly of fashion, the hallowed distinctive and 
pregnant Christian resonances of the thought and imagery underlying such 
gospel expressions as son, father, love, lord and kingdom? 


There are some theologians who regard the gospel in the. main as a function of 
cultural evolution. Whereas the dialectic theologians view the gospel in its 
character as revelation as minimally culture-dependent in contrast to the 
gospels of non-Christian faiths as maximally culture-dependent, these 
theologians consider all scriptures, the Bible no less, to be more or less 
equally a product of culture. There is little or no place here for a 
Christian revelation of a qualitatively different nature qua revelation from 
other, non-Christian, revelations. The theological status of Jesus is 
understood accordingly. For these Christian thinkers, Jesus is in no way 
theologically irreducible or salvifically decisive: at most he is an 
interesting and important good man, a model for human goodness perhaps, but 
certainly not divine in more than a metaphorical sense. Jesus is to 
Christians what Krishna and the Buddha are to Hindus and Buddhists 
respectively: a distinctive, but not theologically unique, religio-cultural 
focus of human perfection. 


--- Now the relativist position certainly has a salutary reminder for us. In 
its own extreme way it reacts against the extremism of the dialectic tendency 
by stressing the importance of cultural input in the formation and 
transmission of the gospel. No doubt the Bible and Jesus himself are not the 
products of a cultural vacuum. But I submit that as Christians we must 
equally affirm, if we wish to be faithful to the voice of Christian faith, 
experience, and tradition, that they are not primarily the function of culture 
and social development. --.- We must recognize God's ... initiative into our 
situation as phenomenal. This initiative is traditionally focused for us in 
the Word (both in its personal and literary form). --- The divine initiative 
is pure grace: we have not earned it in any way. But to be effective it 
must be phenomenalized - expressed in the plurality of the human situation. 
Only then can it be recognized and responded to; only then can God's outreach 
to us in the word be grasped. And so that this can happen we must be 
constantly alert to its ... transcendent quality. 


It is here that the dialectic theologians perform a service. They keep us in 
mind of the transcendent origin and nature of God's saving action in Jesus and 
the revealed word. By setting these apart from interaction with the cultural 
matrixes of the world, ... the dialectic approach yet reminds us potently of 
God's universal, unique and definitive action in Christ. For, whatever room 
we may and must leave for salvation outside the visible boundaries of the 
church, I submit that as Christians we cannot gainsay the truth that it is in 
the living Jesus rooted in the revealed word, in contrast to all the other 
salvific focuses of the world, that we must recognize God's saving action as 
the most simple, the most effective and the most exemplary. ... Certainly, 
then, there is a genuine and important place for mission in the church today; 
but we must work with a concept of mission now radically different in a number 
of ways from the old, traditional one. ... 
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The Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation has published a dossier 


(no. 1, February 1985), Nicaragua: Which Eye in Whose Needle? It includes 


four texts - “Pastoral Letter on Reconciliation from the Nicaraguan Bishops,” 
“An Open Letter to Christians Abroad on the Pastoral Letter of the Nicaraguan 
Bishops on Reconciliation," “A Word of Freedom and Chrstian Love Regarding the 
Recent Pastoral Letter by the Nicaraguan Bishops' Conference,” and "Report of 
the World Council of Churches' Pastoral Delegation to Nicaragua, November 3-7, 
1984.” 


The 29th WSCF General Assembly is 16 September-5 October in Nicosia, Cyprus. 
Theme is “that they may have life in all its fullness." 


Here are the addresses of the seven WSCF offices: 


WSCF/Inter-Regional, 27, chemin des Créts-de-Pregny 
CH-1218 Grand Saconnex, Geneva, Switzerland 


WSCF/Africa, Box 14782, Nairobi, Kenya 


WSCF/Asia-Pacific, Kiu Kin Mansion 12F 
568 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong 


WSCF/Europe, Gétgatan 3, S-752 22 Uppsala, Sweden 

WSCF/Latin America, Apartado 20-256, Mexico 20 DF, Mexico 
WSCF/Middle East, Box 1375, Beirut, Lebanon 

WSCF/North America, 135 West 4 Street, New York NY 10012 USA 


The regular EPS copy deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the 
following is the schedule for the next several issues (all times 0700 GMT): 


Tuesday 23 April 
Friday 26 April 
Friday 3 May 
Tuesday 21 May 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


A situation report (no. 40, 2 April) on Lebanon. 

with 
Announcement of an appeal extension (1 April) in connection/a revolving 
fund to respond to damage caused by fires in India. The appeal is for 
200,000 US dollars. | . 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life has a new leaflet 


explaining what it offers and who works in it. It is available to journalists 
on request to WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


LIBERIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
RESPONDS TO DOE'S ALLEGATIONS Service 85.04.44 


MONROVIA (EPS) - Leaders of the Liberian Council of Churches have responded to 
“allegations against the church" made early this year in a dinner speech to 
the diplomatic corps by Liberian Head of State Samuel K. Doe. 


Following Doe's speech, Michael Kpakala Francis, Roman Catholic. archbishop 
here and LCC first vice-president, asked Doe for an “audience ... to clarify 
certain points.” Francis assured Doe of “our continuous prayers for God's 
guidance for the government and the people of our nation.” Four days later, 
Doe declined the request and expressed surprise the church leaders sought an 
“audience only after a public reaction by me to your actions and attitudes” 
because until that time, “rather than seeking appointment for discussion and 
dialogue, you choose instead to use the press, leaflets, and pulpits to air 
your difference with government, which we feel is not a healthy approach.” 


Doe told Francis that "we have allowed freedom of religion throughout the 
nation. We have supported religious institutions because we feel their 
contribution to society is indispensable. But we have not received the 
desired sympathy, understanding and cooperation from most of the religious 
establishments, and sometimes I am made to feel that we are at war because of 
their pronouncements and other activities. ... Accordingly, while I believe in 
dialogue, I ... am not disposed ... to host such a meeting.” 


In his address, Doe said “the press, the bishops, and certain politicians have 
apparently failed to understand the intent" of Decree 88A of last 21 July, 
which, Doe said, was meant to halt “lies, rumors, misinformation, and 


disinformation.” He called for “a dividing line between religion and 
politics” and “the principle of separation of church and state ... as we seek 
to return this country to democratic rule." Doe stressed that "my government 


will never deny any individual, bishop, priest, or pastor, the right to join a 
political party of his choice," but “emphasized in no uncertain terms that we 
will not allow them to use the pulpit to issue antigovernment statements or to 
engage in acts that would create conflict and confusion in society.” 


In their memo of “clarification” (dated 10 Februrary, but not available to EPS 
until after Easter), the church leaders call the purpose of Decree 88A 
“laudatory,” but label its “method and techniques ... unacceptable” because it 
grants “extensive and arbitrary powers to all security agents.” They reject 
Doe's “assumption ... that ... addressing ourselves to issues of social 
injustices is an unwarrauted intrusion into the domain of politics, that there 
is no application in the Word of God to ... politics, and that an arbitrary 
line of demarcation between church and state can be laid down by the state.” 
Separation of church and state, they say, “does not entail that the two 
domains do not touch at many points, and even overlap in some.” 


They also reject the “implication that the church as a corporate body has 
absolutely no rights of comment or exercise of influence whatsoever, even as 
regards morality in politics ... The church reserves the right, because she 
has the obligation before God, to speak up against any institution or 
sub-culture that impinges upon the rights of the people." 


The memo's signers, besides Francis, include Anglican Archbishop George Browne 
(LCC president), United Methodist Bishop Arthur Kulah (LCC second vice 
president), Lutheran Bishop Ronald Diggs, Presbyterian Moderator Magnus 
Amegashie, Baptist President Jeremiah Walker, and Cape Palmas Roman Catholic 
Bishop Boniface Nyema Dalieh. 
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NAMIBIAN CHURCH REPS REJECT Ecumenical Press 
PLANNED ‘INTERIM GOVERNMENT! Service 85.04.45 


WINDHOEK (EPS) - The executive committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia 
expressed (2 April) "great shock and dismay" after the Namibian Multi-Party 
Conference asked South African President P.W. Botha to set up an "interim 
government” here. South Africa controls Namibia, though its League of Nations 
mandate to do so was invalidated by the World Court in 1966. 


According to the church leaders, the MPC “has no ... Support from the Namibian 
people,” and its “request ... that the South African army should continue 
occupying Namibia is an undisputable acknowledgement” of that. The leaders 
Say the request has deepened MPC “cooperation and collaboration with the South 
African regime to delay the political settlement and independence of our 
country." The committee says such an interim government would "prolong 
suffering and bloodshed ... and economic destruction of this country.” 


The committee reiterates the CCN view that “implementation of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 435 of 1978 remains the only basis for a peaceful 
solution ... which will receive the support of the international community.” 


Members of the CCN include about 70 percent of the Namibian population of 
about 1.4 million, including Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, 
and Reformed jurisdictions. The MPC includes six political parties - Labour, 
National, Rehoboth Liberated Democratic, part of the South West Africa 
National Union, Swapo Democrats, and Democratic Turnhalle Alliance. London- 
based Namibia Communications Centre estimates the parties' combined following 
at around 75,000, about 15 percent of the voting roles in the 1980 elections. 


EPS 
VATICAN, WORLD COUNCIL REPS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON INTERFAITH DIALOGUE Service 85.04.46 


GENEVA (EPS) - Staffs of the Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths 
and the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians held their annual meeting, at 
the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, near WCC headquarters here (18-19 March). 


As part of a general discussion of common concerns of the two agencies, the 
group reviewed last year's Vatican statement on the attitude of the church 
towards followers of other religions. A WCC participant, Allan Brockway, its 
program secretary for Christian-Jewish relations, described the Vatican 
statement as "very good, responsible, and useful,” though "not definitive." 


He noted that some concepts in it are not dealt with precisely. Thus, for 
example, while it commends what is good and true in other religions, it does 
not detail what does and what does not fall into such a category. Brockway 
predicted the WCC would face similar difficulties as it works on its study of 
the theological significance of people of other faiths (EPS 85.03.108). 


Besides Brockway, WCC participants included Wesley Ariarajah, dialogue 
director and program secretary for Christian-Hindu/Buddhist relations; Stuart 
Brown, program secretary for Christian-Muslim relations; Diana Eck, moderator 
of the Dialogue Working Group; and Eugene Stockwell, world mission and 
evangelism director. The secretariat sent its pro-president, secretary, and 
under-secretary (Francis Arinze, Marcello Zago, and John Shirieda), plus 
specialists for Africa, Asia, and New Religious Movements (Médard Kayitakibga, 
Tom Michel, and Jude Okolo). 
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NIGERIAN CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION Ecumenical Press 
OBJECTS TO PILGRIMAGE POLICY Service 85.04.47 


LAGOS (EPS) - The Christian Association of Nigeria, which groups the country's 
principal denominations, has criticized government policy on pilgrimages by 
Muslims and Christians. Each religion accounts for about half the country's 
population, though recent figures show 20,000 Muslims and 1400 Christians 
approved for pilgrimages. 


CAN said (20 March) that while “strictly speaking, no government has any right 
whatsoever to organize holy pilgrimages, ... when ... government began to 
intervene and participate in such an affair, it is legitimate to expect a just 
and equitable intervention." However, CAN says, the government is “unyielding 
to our persistent requests” to increase the “paltry and unfair" number of 
pilgrimages approved for Christians. 


As CAN describes government policy, a large number of Muslims is approved for 
pilgrimages because there are “authentic and reliable statistics of Muslim 
pilgrims in past years" and “going on pilgrimage is one of the cardinal 
pillars of Islam.“ The number approved for pilgrimages has been cut back "to 
reduce the normally fat foreign exchange required ... and also to protect 
Nigeria's image, which was being disgraced ... by some misbehaving pilgrims." 


CAN agrees Christians are not required to go on pilgrimages, but says it has 
"reasons to believe that such people have become better Christians and better 
Nigerians after such experiences.” It charges that operations of the National 
Pilgrims' Welfare Board are “entirely biased against Christians," and that 
statistics it uses in connection with Christian pilgrimages are “imaginary, 
false, and totally unreliable." The association urges the government to set 
up a Christian Pilgrims' Welfare Board “which will understand the legitimate 
needs, problems, and aspirations of Christian pilgrims." 


As for pilgrims’ behavior, CAN says it is a “well known and incontrovertible 
fact that Christian pilgrims have always comported themselves with exemplary 
discipline.” 


CAN concludes with an appeal that the government increase the number of 
Christians approved for pilgrimage to at least 5000, and that "Nigerian 
Christians, in the interest of their faith, ... shelve their legitimate desire 
to go on holy pilgrimage until the federal military government has accorded us 
a fair deal in this issue.” 


EPS 
SWEDISH BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
SEND PEACE LETTER Service 85.04.48 


UPPSALA (EPS) - The 13 diocesan bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden 
have issued a peace letter, part of their follow-up to the 1983 Life and Peace 
Conference convened here in April 1983 by then Archbishop Olof Sundby (EPS 
83.05.02). 


Stockholm-based Church Information Centre describes the letter as a “radical 
document,” which rejects peace without "an international order of justice” 
which "can ... be informed and draw strength from the worldwide ecumenical 
fellowship.” The letter accepts that “the neutrality policies of Sweden today 
presuppose an armed neutrality defense force,” but adds‘ that "a reliance only 
on military foce would mean a betrayal of Christian ideals." 


EPS 


RELIGION AND PEACE BOARD SPEAKS ON Ecumenical Press 
SRI LANKA, IRAN-IRAQ, ARMS TALKS Service 85.04.49 


GLION (Switzerland) (EPS) - The governing board of the Geneva-based World 
Conference on Religion and Peace met here (28 March-2 April) and approved 
statements on the Geneva arms control talks, Sri Lanka, South Africa, and the 
Iran-Iraq war. 


In terms of arms control, the board urged the US and USSR to make “substantial 
reductions in their nuclear arsenals" and said “a new search for peace has 
begun that reflects the aspirations of religious people of all faiths acting 
both separately and together, and enjoys strong support ... by ... millions 
throughout the world.” 

The board expressed “profound concern at the escalating violence in Sri Lanka 
on both sides of the ethnic conflict” and assured WCRP participants from Sri 
Lanka of "prayers and support as they seek to lower the tensions and reduce 
the violence.” 


The board said “some adherents of the Christian, Hindu, Jewish, and Islamic 
faiths silently condone or actively cooperate” with the white-minority 
government in South Africa, but noted that “other adherents of the same faiths 
suffer banning, imprisonment, and other indignities on account of their 
support of justice for blacks in South Africa.” 


It urged “brotherly dialogue between the parties to the [Iran-Iraq] conflict” 
and deplored "reported failures to honor international conventions forbidding 
the use of chemical weapons or protecting the rights of prisoners of war." 


The board also presented checks totaling 100,000 US dollars to groups aiding 
victims of drought, refugees, and/or displaced persons in Sudan and Ethiopia, 
and discussed WCRP plans to mark 1985 as International Youth Year. Meeting 
participants came from Japan, Singapore, India, Pakistan, Kenya, Senegal, 
France, FRG, UK, US, USSR, and Switzerland. Religions represented included 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, Shintoism, and Sikhisn. 
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FAITH AND ORDER HOLDS AFRICAN Ecumenical Press 
CONSULTATION ON GOD, CREATION Service 85.04.50 


KINSHASA (EPS) - The Commission on Faith and Order of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches held a weeklong (14-22 March) consultation on issues 
related to God as creator. Nearly two dozen theologians attended from nine 
countries (Zaire, Kenya, Nigeria, Denmark, FRG, UK, US, Switzerland, Sweden) 
and eight traditions (Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Methodist, Baptist, Disciples). 


Results of this consultation, plus earlier meetings on Jesus Christ and on the 
Holy Spirit (EPS 85.01.45), are major input for a multi-year CFO study, 
“towards a common expression of the apostolic faith today,” one of the main 
agenda items for the commission's meeting next August in Norway. 


Also part of the consultation program were meetings with representatives of 
Zaire's three main Christian groupings - Kimbanguist, Church of Christ in 
Zaire (ECZ, a grouping of 62 Christian communities of several traditions), and 
Roman Catholic. 
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USSR BAPTISTS HOLD Ecumenical Press 
CENTENNIAL. CONGRESS Service 85.04.51 


[This item is adapted from European Baptist Press Service. ] 


MOSCOW (EPS) - Reports of new members baptized, advance in leadership 
training, reconciliation efforts, and literature distribution among church 
congregations were major concerns for Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the 
USSR at their 43rd All-Union Congress, here last month. Nearly 1000 people, 
including 546 delegates and numerous guests, attended the sessions at Central 
Baptist church. It was the Centennial Congress for the Union, whose 
organizational structures date from 1884, 


The five years since the last congress saw the conversion to God of “about 
40,000 souls" and distribution of “more than 120,000 copies” of Bibles, New 
Testaments and hymn-books. During that time 268 new congregations were 
registered and “more than 5,600 brothers who had previously belonged to 
congregations ... outside the unity joined our union", according to the report 
of Alexei Bichkov, general secretary of the All-Union Council (AUCECB). 


Bichkov asked that two of the half dozen foreign guests, Baptist World 
Alliance General Secretary Gerhard Claas and European Baptist Federation 
General Secretary Knud Wiimpelmann, “convey our heartfelt gratitude” to the 
United Bible Societies for some "100,000 pieces" of religious literature and 
the first-ever Bible in Russian braille which AUCECB recently received. 


However, along with news of evangelistic outreach and appreciation for 
literature, almost every regional report pleaded for still more literature, 
especially for the new converts. 


Bichkov said about 370 students were trained at correspondence Bible courses 
for pastors, deacons, and music leaders in addition to special seminars held 
regionally. But he stressed “the lack of ministers” in a number of regions 
and Soviet republics and suggested full-time pastors might serve more 
congregations. “We should be bolder in promoting young brothers for the 
ministry ... We should support gifted sisters in their ministry of the word as 
well as electing them to executive bodies and promoting them to other forms of 
ministry", he said. 


Both All-Union and regional representatives spoke of reconciliation efforts, 
and one of the representatives of the Council of Evangelical Christian-Baptist 
churches attending addressed the congress. Delegates were chosen at 60 
regional and republican conferences held prior to the congress. More than 
8000 church delegates and guests attended these meetings. 


Other international guests were Paul Creybill, general secretary of the 
Mennonite World Conference; John Sergey, president of the World Fellowship of 
Slavic Evangelical Christians; Manfred Sult, president of the Baptist Union 
(BEFG) in the German Democratic Republic; and Walter Zeschky, former 
president of the Baptist Union in the Federal Republic of Germany. Delegates 
chose Vasily Logvinenko, senior pastor of the host congregation, AUCECB 
president. All other major officers, including Bichkov, were re-elected. 


In an “appeal to all the Christians of the world,” delegates asked "all 
Christians to be more deeply committed to proclaiming the gospel to the 
Sinners, to the ministry of charity, and to those far from us". They also 
said it was “painful and horrible to hear that the United States is working 
out plans of deploying nuclear weapons in outer space.” 
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GUATEMALAN CHURCH SEEN Ecumenical Press 
"PERSECUTED, SUFFERING' Service 85.04.52 


[This item is abridged from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


GUATEMALA CITY (EPS/Mike De Mott) - The Roman Catholic Church here continues 
to suffer persecution from the country's government. Although the murder of 
priests and nuns has stopped, abduction and killing of church workers 
continues; a 1/-year-old catechist was kidnapped 14 February. 


Church members involved in pastoral work amng the poor report they are under 
constant surveillance by the armed forces, searching for evidence of links to 
guerrilla groups. These church workers are required to obtain government 
permission to carry out routine pastoral activities. 


According to a recent report by the Toronto-based Inter-Church Committee on 
Human Rights in Latin America, attacks on Roman Catholic religious activities 
have been common. Hundreds of churches have been desecrated by the military 
and turned into army warehouses, jails, even torture centres. "A persecuted 
church, suffering and in danger", was the description offered by two British 
bishops, Maurice Taylor and James O'Brien, after a visit last November. 


Even humanitarian aid programs are conducted with secrecy to avoid military 
interference. The government is suspicious even of Caritas, the charity 
organization directed by the Roman Catholic bishops' conference, according to 
a church source with long experience in Guatemala. 


As a result of the repression, church work in Guatemala is almost exclusively 
confined to traditional pastoral activities. A vibrant grassroots church 
like those in El Salvador and Nicaragua is simply unable to function. In the 
mid-1970s, church programs in Guatemala were aimed at consciousness-— raising, 
the formation of cooperatives, social analysis, human rights work, and the 
training of lay leaders and health promoters. By 1981 these efforts had come 
to a virtual halt. The population was thoroughly terrorized. 


One person who is acutely aware of the ongoing church-state tension and the 
human rights problems is the archbishop here, Préspero Pernados del Barrio, 
who was installed in January 1984. "In view of the current situation, it is 
extremely difficult to speak of human rights. The entire country has become 
militarized. The fear of 'Marxism' has become a horrible phantom for the 
military. It has led to the search for "subversives' - campesinos, students 
and professionals. The military has taken extremely drastic measures and as 
a result many innocent people have died", Penados said in a recent interview. 


Direct repression against the Roman Catholic church was most severe during 
rule by General Romeo Lucas Garcia (1978-82). Among thousands killed during 
his administration were 12 priests, a religious sister and numerous active lay 
Christians. More than 100 priests and religious were expelled from the 
country, or forced to leave because their lives were threatened. Today, 
there are about 700 priests in Guatemala which, with 7.2 million inhabitants, 
is the most populous country in Central America. 


Before becoming archbishop, Penados spent 17 years in the western department 
of San Marcos. He is far more open and accessible to the average Guatemalan 
than his predecessor, Mario Cardinal Casariego. Like Casariego, however, he 
tends to view the church as a force for social stability working in 
cooperation with the government, and he meets regularly with Oscar Mejia 
Victores, head of the military government. 
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CHRISTIAN LEADERS AFFIRM LEBANESE Ecumenical Press 
UNITY, INVITE MUSLIMS TO MEETING Service 85.04.53 


B'KERKE (Lebanon) (EPS) - About four dozen Christian church and political 
leaders representing the 11 major Christian groupings in Lebanon meet here ‘ey 
April) and called for an end to war in the country, in particular in the area 
around Sidon. They also invited Muslim leaders to a national conference on 
the Lebanese situation. 


Following their two-and-a-half-hour meeting at the headquarters of the 
Maronite [Catholic] Patriarchate here, 24 kilometres northeast of Beirut, the 
leaders issued a nine~point communiqué. According to a report in the Beirut 
"Daily Star" circulated by the Middle East Council of Churches, one purpose of 
the meeting, which was not attended by rebel militia chiefs, was to "formulate 
a unified Christian stance on national issues, and heal the spilit in the 
Christian community that emerged 12 March when Lebanese Forces 'militia' 
commander Samir Geages unleashed his rebellion against the Phalange party 
leadership." 


The conferees' communiqué Says the meeting was held “after 10 years of war on 
Lebanese land which jeopardized the existence and destiny of Lebanon, drained 
the state's potentials and immunity, and hit hard at the life, property, 
security, and stability of citizens; as a consequence of the explosive 
regional situation and the Israeli occupation of dear parts of the homeland; 
and because of the creation of illegal mini-states at the expense of the 
State." 


Among the group's points are that Lebanon can be rescued only by “unity of the 
peoples based on firm and honest foundations to prevent the continuation of 
the present state of partition." It also rejects “all fanatic calls aimed at 
the establishment of a fundamentalist religious state in Lebanon” and affirms 
"Lebanon's Arab affiliation as a free and unimposed affiliation and 
confirmation of links with the Arab countries, with special emphasis on the 
links between Lebanon and Syria which necessitate fruitful cooperation in the 
framework of sovereignty, freedom, and independence.” 


EPS 
Yugoslav official's comments prompt Orthodox reaction EPS 85.04.54 
BELGRADE (EPS) - The holy synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church Says it 


considers Radovan Samardzic, secretary of the Yugoslav government commission 
for relations with religious communities, “persona non grata” because of 
Samardzic's comments in recent magazine interviews. In them, he announced a 
“new phase of the ideological war" by the “organized socialist forces" against 
religious communities. Samardzic also described the church as a prisoner of 
the past, unable to learn the lessons of history. 


New phase in preparation of Orthodox great synod announced EPS 85.04.55 
GENEVA (EPS) - The general secretary for preparation of an international great 
synod of Eastern Orthodoxy, Metropolitan Damiskinos, announced last month that 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate has decided to begin a new phase in preparations 
for the first authoritative gathering for world Eastern Orthodoxy since the 
ecumenical council of 787. The proposal for a new great synod dates to 1961. 
Two pre-synodal preparatory conferences have been held, in 1976 and 1982 (EPS 
pe. OSG). 


EPS 


Pope announces annual youth day EPS 85.04.56 
ROME (EPS) Pope John Paul announced (7/7 April) an international youth day, to 
be held here yearly on Palm Sunday. This year, an estimated 300,000 youth 
came here to pray with the pope on that day. 


Fourth European Ecumenical Encounter announced EPS 85.04.57 
ST ALBANS (England) (EPS) - The fourth European Ecumenical Encounter, 


cosponsored by the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches and Europe's 
Roman Catholic bishops, is to take place possibly in the first part of 1988. 
This was announced following a meeting (13-15 March, here) of CEC and RC 
bishops' representatives. Also on their agenda were Ireland, Islam, and peace. 


Bishops to live with poor for a week EPS 85.04.58 
HONG KONG (EPS) - The church news agency UCAN, based here, reports eight of 
Thailand's 10 Roman Catholic bishops, and all four Roman Catholic bishops of 
Bangladesh will spend a week with the poor in villages and slums of their 
countries in May and June to prepare for the seventh social action institute 
for bishops in January in Thailand. The report adds that in Bangladesh, 
"Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists will help the bishops appreciate the role 
these religions play in people's lives". 


Ghanaian Methodist 'misunderstandings' resolved ‘amicably' EPS 85.04.59 
ACCRA (EPS) - Secretary Joseph K. Tekyi-Ansah of the Methodist Church-Ghana, 


said (26 March) "“misunderstandings" which earlier seemed likely to prompt 
Accra district to attempt to leave the denomination (EPS 85.01.13) have been 
“amicably resolved" since the end of last year, and that the question of 
secession has been “dropped”. 


US Lutheran office asks apology to Japanese, Aleuts EPS 85.04.60 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - The church in society office of the American Lutheran 


Church, based here, is asking the executive committee of the ALC church 
council to encourage a public apology and other compensation for the forced 
resettlement in World War II of more than 110,000 Americans of Japanese 
ancestry and about 900 Aleuts. The council was to consider the proposal at 
its meeting here (11-12 April). 


US Lutheran committee endorses 1l-point policy on agriculture EPS 85.04.61 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - The church in society committee of the American Lutheran 


Church has approved an ll-point recommendation on public policy related to 
agriculture. The statement, to be considered by the ALC church council (3-7 
June), is based on ALC commitment to “survival of healthy rural communities, 
to the preservation of a structure of agriculture in the United States which 
allows for continuation of moderate-size farms, and to a just economic return 
to families engaged in farming". The committee also adopted supplements to a 
1974 ALC convention statement on pornography, and to a 1981 document on 
apartheid (the South African system of race separation with white supremacy). 


Lutherans list ‘potentially disqualifying’ conditions EPS 85.04.62 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - The theological education and ministry board of the 


American Lutheran Church listed {27-28 March] several "potentially 
disqualifying” physical conditions which could preclude a person from becoming 
an ALC pastor. These include progressive degenerative diseases, such as 
multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, cystic fibrosis, and some 
kidney ailments. Other categories include extensive incapacitation, such as 
quadriplegia, severe psychotic disorders, and significant substance abuse 
problems. The board said parish pastors must be “sufficiently able bodies, 
ambulatory, and mobile to carry out these tasks in ... diverse settings, and 
to respond rapidly in the event of emergencies." 


EPS 


Chile church reps express sorrow, solidarity on assassinations EPS 85.04.63 
SANTIAGO (EPS) - Representatives of several denominations and other church 
groups in Chile issued (1 April) a public statement of "deep solidarity, 
sorrow, and indignation” in the wake of the “cowardly assassinations” last 
month of several people connected with the Roman Catholic Vicariate of 
Solidarity (EPS 85.04.17). The statement was signed on behalf of the 
Methodist, Brethren, Evangelical-Presbyterian, Evangelical-Lutheran, and 
Pentecostal Mission Churches, Fellowship of Christian Churches, Union of Latin 
American Ecumenical Youth, and the Andes area secretariat of the Quito-based 
Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI). 


New Zealand Anglican primate to become governor-general EPS 85.04.64 
WELLINGTON (EPS) - Paul Reeves, 52, Anglican archbishop of New Zealand, is to 
leave his church post to become (10 November) the country's governor-general, 
personal representative of Queen Elizabeth, the country's head of state. 


School funding proposal creates ecumenical debate EPS 85.04.65 


TORONTO (EPS) - “United Church Observer”, monthly of the United Church of 
Canada, reports in its April issue that a decision by the government of 
Ontario to increase funding for Roman Catholic schools in that Canadian 
province has “opened some old sectarian wounds that ecumenical leaders fear 
could seriously affect the close Protestant-Roman Catholic relations of recent 
years". Former UCC Moderator Clarke MacDonald says "the tragedy ... is that 
anyone who questions” increased funding “on the basis of the lack of 
democratic process or the lack of certainty that displaced teachers will be 
able to transfer ... or on any reasonable basis, is branded as ‘'‘anti- 
Catholic'.” Lois Wilson, another former UCC moderator, says the debate “could 
mean a new stage of maturity, if we can deal with it charitably and 
responsibly, and not just hurl bricks". 


Kenya Bible Society reacts to smuggled Bibles EPS 85.04.66 


NAIROBI (EPS) - At its annual general meeting, the Bible Society of Kenya 
(BSK) voiced concern that copies of the Bible in Kiswahili and Luo are being 
smuggled into the country from neighboring Uganda and Tanzania and sold at 
cheaper prices than BSK copies. "Our intention is to have the Scriptures 
reach the people", the meeting said, “and the only issue of concern here is 
that smuggling is illegal”, not that BSK copies remain unsold. Smugglers use 
the strong Kenyan currency to buy the Bibles in the neighboring countries 
after exchanging it on the black market. 


Africans recommend holiness, usefulness in church buildings EPS 85.04.67 


NAIROBI (EPS) - A seminar on church construction, here, recommended African 
church buildings strike a balance between holiness and practical usefulness. 
It also urged that in new churches, African traditions, worship forms, 
climate, and culture be considered. The meeting, under Lutheran auspices, 
drew representatives from Kenya, Tanzania, Madagascar, Ethiopia, and Nigeria. 


Regional ecumenical advance proposed in England EPS 85.04.68 


LIVERPOOL (EPS) - Units of denominations in the Merseyside area are planning a 
semi-annual ecumenical assembly to ensure they do as much together as they 
can. Already approved by Anglican, United Reformed, and Baptist units, it 
goes before the Methodist district synod and the Roman Catholic archdiocesan 
pastoral council early next month. Assuming their approval, representatives 
of the five traditions would covenant together on Pentecost (26 May). Under 
the plan, a Methodist, United Reformed, or Baptist leader would be chosen 
every three years to join with the Anglican bishop and the Roman Catholic 
archbishop in a kind of ecumenical triumvirate. The assembly would include 
three groups of 54 representatives each - Roman Catholic, Anglican, and other. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Italian Waldensian ‘Feast of Liberation" EPS 85.04.69 


[This item is adapted from the April issue of the Information Service of the 
Waldensian Church of Italy. ] 


As with Luther year, we celebrated 17 February as the "Feast of Liberation”, 
commemorating the 1848 edict of emancipation. Synod 1984 decided to dedicate 
the day to third world immigrants and the churches' responsibility. The 
theme was "The stranger within the gate” (Ex 20:10) and was taken up by 
services and demonstrations all over Italy. 


In the cities we put up posters designed by our church federation. The tv 
programme "Protestantism" also dealt with the theme. Moderator Bouchard said 
that immigration was a social, cultural and spiritual problem. Ltizois OB 


social problem because more than 800,000 immigrants live in Italy where they 
are badly paid, badly protected and always on the point of being thrown out. 
It is a cultural problem because half of them are Christians (many are 
Protestants) and half are Muslim. It is therefore a spiritual problem 
because so many are Protestant. 


The theme of 17 February was immigration because liberty and freedom are such 
dramatic questions owing to the situation in many of their home countries. 


(This year, as usual, the offerings collected on the 17th have been sent to 
our South American [Waldensian] brothers and sisters. Pastor Sergio Ribet 
has just come back after spending a few months there in the River Plate area, 
helping with a lay-training course.) 


In 1984 the Rome city council (most immigrants come to Rome) set up an inquiry 
into the phenomenon. Our own immigration department is represented alongside 


many other organizations. 


Scores of festive bonfires were lit in the Waldensian Valleys to commemorate 
the granting of civil rights in 1848. There was deep snow! 


Liberty week also saw plenty of different kinds of meetings organized by our 


churches. In one at Angrogna, an African, Agostino Ntumba spoke about the 
Italian immigration scene. In Perero, Lucilla Tron told of her work in 
Cameroon. The moderator preached at Pomaretto and Professor Paolo Ricca at 


Bobbio. At Torre Pellice there was a performance of Bonhoeffer's “Tegel”. 
The executive committee of the Valleys' District held a public meeting at 
Pinerolo on immigration - with contributions from the moderator, the youth 
federation secretary, an Eritrean student and the director of the Turin unit 
for foreigners and nomads. The theme was "justice without limits”. 


The festive bonfires lit on the night of 16-17 February are not mere 
folklore. The feast was launched by the 1848 synod. Article 30 says, "The 
assembly unanimously decided that 17 February will always be a celebration 
amongst Waldensians”. The fires, however, recall the burning of many 
believers who witnessed to God's Word throughout Italy over four centuries - 
and those abroad as well. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Towards a Christian Understanding of Peace" EPS 85.04.70 


[This is excerpted from a joint statement by Australian Anglican, Uniting, and 
Roman Catholic theologians, plus a representative from the Australian Council 


of Churches. It was printed in the April issue of the Australian ecumenical 
monthly “Outlook”. ] 


The capacity to wage war on an unprecedented scale must be matched with a new 


scale of peace-making. The threat of global self-destruction must be met 
with a new global energy for peace. This must issue from new depths of 
wisdom, a broader range of compasssion. It cannot be the policy of the few 


somehow imposed on the many. 


It must be something like a great movement of hope and human solidarity 
involving each and every person, be they government leaders or soldiers, 
industrialists or artists, workers or scientists, social activists or mystics, 
in the creation of something the world has never seen before, but which it 
must glimpse if anyone of us is to have the patience and hope to work for the 
future, 


This is the basis on which Christians involve themselves in the peace 
movement, associating with others who are perhaps of different beliefs and 
ways of life, but who wish, with us, to be part of the emerging global energy 
for peace. It is our conviction that the Holy Spirit is indefatigably at 
work to guide us all in the way of peace. It is our conviction that the 
Spirit is inspiring a great movement of peace, suggesting, as we discern the 
Signs of God's will, an ever more intense convergence of all our best hopes, 
plans, policies, values, despite the variety of our viewpoints and approaches. 


That there needs to be a new scale of peace-making is apparent from another 
basic insight of Christian theology. An adequate theology recognizes the 
radical extent of the freedom given to humankind both individually and 
corporately. Because of the freedom given by God, we must at least allow the 
possibility that it will be used to reject toally God's way of life and to 
make this world a wasteland of death. 


Therefore, Christians cannot be complacent about the possibility of nuclear 
war by thinking that because God, as the creator and sustainer of life, is 
sovereign, God will not allow the creation to be destroyed. This view 
ignores the Christian understanding of God's character and of human freedom. 
Jesus is the revelation that God wants us to respond in love to God's love; 
the Holy Spirit is God seeking to open us to the way of love. We may even 
understand the peace movement and the fear of nuclear war as God's activity in 
raising up witnesses to life in the midst of death. Yet God will not coerce 
us if we submit to the reign of evil and reject God. However, we must add 
this. Such rejection will not close off God's future possibilities - God is 
indeed sovereign; but it will close off ours. 


In terms of the Christian response in our age, on the one hand because of the 
human invention of unprecedented destructive power, and on the other because 
of the gift of God's love for us in Jesus Christ, nothing less than a vast and 
creative effort of peace-making is our calling. Never before has it been so 
urgent to receive that blessing of Christ, Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shall be called the children of God (Matthew 5:9). 


Christians are called to be people of peace. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Canterbury's Visit and Anglican-Roman Rapprochement” EPS 85.04.71 


[This is excerpted from an editorial in the April issue of the Australian 
ecumenical monthly “Outlook”. ] 


In April and early May this year, the archbishop of Canterbury will be in 
Australia at the invitation of the Anglican primate. Dr Runcie comes to 
Australia as visitor to a member church of the Anglican family of churches. 
He will be accompanied by his chaplain, Rev. John Witheridge, and a layman, Mr 
Terry Waite, his assistant for Anglican Communion affairs. Although he is 
scheduled to meet heads of churches in a number of cities, the only ecumenical 
liturgical functions on his itinerary are an ecumenical service at which he 
will preach in the Roman Catholic cathedral in Canberra on Anzac Day, and his 
expected participation in evening prayers for Christian unity at St Patrick's 
cathedral, Melbourne, four days later before attending a state dinner. 


If the visit had been by Pope John Paul II, one could not help but notice a 
large number of differences. Frequent exposure on the world media has made 
us all familiar with the style of papal tours. The contrast to the 
archbishop of Canterbury would be marked in the size of the entourage, the 
reaction of the public and the international and local media, the response of 
governments and most particularly the attitude to the local church. The 
present successor of St Peter has a very different idea from the successor of 
St Augustine about the role of a leader in the church. 


John Paul would not come to Australia as a visitor to a member church of the 
Catholic family of churches. He would come as head of the church and would 
(as we have seen in so many countries of the world) use every element of 
authority to correct, to cajole, to coerce even every section of the 
Australian church to conform to his ideals of right behaviour. 


This question of differing styles is a crucial one if there is to be any 
serious coming together of the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches. In 
February, ‘Outlook’ reported the launching in major Australian cities of a 
national study programme aimed at bringing Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
together to discuss their common beliefs. Planned to be run in most dioceses 
between Easter and Pentecost, ... the six meetings for discussion, study and 
prayer will use an Australian study guide ‘Travelling Together'. This is 
based on the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission's (ARCIC) final 
report expressing beliefs common to both churches in the areas of eucharist, 
ministry and authority. Most participants will probably be surprised to find 
how little theological difference there is between them on these subjects. 
The real difference, however, is likely to be how, in practice, authority is 
seen to be exercised. 


No one who saw it in the flesh or on our television screens is likey to forget 
the image in May 1982 of Pope John Paul and Archbishop Runcie walking together 
up the aisle of Canterbury cathedral, praying together before the altar and 
embracing. There indeed was a potent image of sister churches equal before a 
common God. At the same time it is reliably reported that one of the senior 
Roman Catholic bishops in Australia was ‘reported to Rome’ by a Catholic lay 
journalist for exchanging pulpits with his Anglican counterpart. 
Subsequently, on his next regular visit to Rome the bishop was berated by the 
same Pope John Paul for daring to do such a thing. 


Readers ... will be familiar with many examples of a heavy-handed exercise of 
authority by the Vatican. ... Unless the Roman Church can learn new styles of 


governance, there seems little practical prospect of reunion with Canterbury. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: “A Church Response to Tourism in the Middle East” EPS 85.04.72 


[This description of the Ecumenical Travel Office of the Middle East Council 
of Churches (Box 53/76, Beirut) appeared in the first 1985 issue of "Contours", 
quarterly of the Bangkok-based Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism. ] 


The Ecumenical Travel Office (ETO) reflects two major concerns: 


- That Christians visiting the Holy Land and the Middle East often return to 
the West: without becoming acquainted with the life and witness of local 
churches; without adequate knowledge of Judaism or Islam; without insights 
into the peace and justice issues facing the region. 


- That Middle Eastern Christians, when travelling within their own region, 
have few opportunities to share in each other's spiritual and cultural 
heritage. 


The ETO responds by providing opportunities to: 


- Rediscover the life of the Middle Eastern Churches; 
- Learn more of Islam, Judaism and other regional interfaith relations; 
- Become familiar with the peace and justice issues facing the region. 


The ETO implements this by means of: 


- Visits to places of worship, biblical and historical sites, development and 
service to refugee projects; 

- Encounters with leaders and laity of different faiths and ideologies; 

- Lectures, films and discussions on traditions, liturgies, beliefs, and 
political histories and outlooks. 


The ETO includes in all its programmes: 


- Group preparation - providing, on request, study materials, background 
information and exercises to participants before the start of the trip; 

- Time for reflection and prayer - allowing adequate space within a programme 
to reflect upon the meaning of new experiences; 

- Follow-up - encouraging post-trip reflection, study and expression of 
concern through action and communication. 


In addition, the ETO designs: 


- Fact-finding tours; 

- Study tours for church leaders, leading laity and professionals; 

- Programmes focusing on ecumenical exchange; 

- Local hotel and transportation arrangements can be made for all groups upon 
request. 


The ETO programmes are designed for: 


- Westerners visiting the Middle East; 
- Middle-Easterners visiting other parts of the world. 


Further information is available from and enquiries welcomed at: Ecumenical 
Travel Office, Middle East Council of Churches, P.O. Box 5376, Beirut, Lebanon. 
Telephone: 344894-344896; Telex: 22662 LE OIK. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/David Vikner: "Five Challenges Facing Chinese Protestants” EPS 85.04.73 


[This item appeared in the 29 March issue of the Hong Kong-based weekly “Asia 
Focus", published by the Union of Catholic Asian News. Vikner is a China 
consultant for the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, and has been 
working in China (including Hong Kong and Taiwan) for 14 years. ] 


First, there is the need to train a new generation of young pastors. Today 
the average age of pastors in the Protestant Church is well over 60 years 
old. Therefore, the national seminary in Nanjing and the six provincial 


seminaries ... are concentrating a good deal of their effort on providing 
educational formation for as many theological students as possible. 


Second, there is the challenge of finding ways in which the many Christian 
traditions represented in the church in China can be consolidated. 
Presently, some congregations offer the choice of infant baptism, adult 
baptism by sprinkling and adult baptism by immersion. Some congregations 
offer a choice of four different communion formats each month, varying from 
the evangelical “breaking of bread" to the more liturgical “common cup”. 


Such examples not only illustrate the variety found in forms of worship, but 
also the variety found in theological points of view. The church in China is 
striving to find unity in the midst of this kind of diversity. 


Third, the challenge of how to maintain the balance between being an 
indigenous Chinese Church and an international church is becoming more 
obvious. There is no doubt but that the Protestant Church in China is now a 
distinctively Chinese church. Leadership and control are entirely in the 
hands of Chinese people. Chinese art and music are being stressed at many 
levels. Chinese contributions to the theological world are also becoming 
more apparent. 


However, one simply cannot ignore the reality that Christ died for all people 
and that the international church is called to be united in proclaiming the 
Good News. The Chinese church will be attempting to strike the proper 
balance as it ... re-establishes ... ties with the ... world. 


Fourth, the challenge of how to evangelize in a Marxist state like the 
People's Republic of China will undoubtedly continue for some time. Large 
rallies, local radio and television ministries, broad distribution of printed 
materials and social service institutions are simply impossible means of 
organized outreach. 


However, now that approximately 2000 congregations have opened to complement 
tens of thousands of meeting places, Chinese Christians have been 
concentrating not only on personal witness, but also on some of the more basic 
congregational forms of evangelism ... perhaps too long taken for granted. 


Fifth, the Chinese church faces’ the challenge of the relation between 
religious institutions and government in a Marxist state. It is clear that 
the principle of the separation of church and state cannot even be considered 
in the People's Republic of China. The fact that there is not a single 
organization in China today which is free of government supervision is a fact 
of life. But this does not in and of itself deny the possibility of the 
congregations being places where the Word can be preached and the sacraments 
administered. I can assure you that in spite of this challenge, both are 
being done conscientiously. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Diana Eck: “Thinking and Working in Dialogue” EPS 85.04.74 


[Eck, professor of comparative religion at Harvard University, is moderator of 
the Dialogue Working Group of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


This item is excerpted from her report to the group's meeting last month (EPS 
85.03.108).] 


As we move into the period of work ahead, we need to think creatively about 
the further role of dialogue in the work of the WCC. We have begun the 
process of Christian reflection about dialogue, and this we must continue. 
We have begun to engage in dialogue, and this we must continue. 


However, looking at the matter from the standpoint of Geneva and the work of 
the WCC, dialogue is not only a “subject" we discuss, and dialogue is not only 
a “process” we facilitate. Dialogue is also a "way of thinking” and a "way 
of working” that should enter widely into the concerns and programmes of the 
WCC. Dialogue is a way of thinking about our concerns as Christians that is 
continually in conversation with those with whom we share the world, the one 
world. Dialogue is a way of working on those concerns that is in active 
engagement with our neighbours. Dialgoue is a way of thinking and working, 
in Geneva and in the programmes of the WCC, that is relentlessly relational, 
inquiring after the concerns and responses of our neighbours. It is a way of 
thinking and working that is ecumenical in the widest sense of the term: 
acknowledging the fact that this is one world. 


As Wilfred Cantwell Smith has put it, our growth in dialogue moves through 


several stages, as we expand what it is we mean when we say "we". At first, 
it might be "we" Christians talking about "they", the Buddhists, for 
example. The Edinburgh [International Missionary] Conference in 1910 was a 
“we" and “they” conference. A next step is where "we" talk to "you", and 


much of the language of proclamation and witness is still shaped by this mode 
of thought. If there is real listening and mutuality, “we” talk with "you", 
and this is dialogue. A final step might be when "we all” talk to “one 
another" about “us”. At this point, dialogue is not an event or a project 
which enhances our mutual understanding. It becomes the foundation for a new 


kind of community. 


Gandhi also had this vision of the expansion of the "we": gradually enlarging 
the group of people we call “family” or “household” to include a wider and 
wider circle, until there is at least some sense in which we can think of the 
human family as one, or at least as a community of families. At the 
Vancouver Assembly, we heard Philip Potter speak of the oikos, the “household” 
of faith. Our challenge is to find ways to think and work our way into the 
creation of a household that includes the entire oikoumene, the “whole 
inhabited earth". 


The oikoumene, to Alexander the Great, meant the “whole inhabited earth”. 
And ecumenical means world-wide, global. The WCC fosters, among Christians, 
the capacity and indeed the responsibility, to think of ourselves not only as 
members of a particular church and denomination, but as members~one-of~another 
in a Christian family that extends throughout the world. Ecumenical 
thinking, as Christians, means that we will frame our concerns and make our 
commitments as part of a world-wide family. We will listen to the voices of 
Christians in East Berlin, on the West Bank, in South Africa, and in the South 
Bronx. For our household, though far-flung, is one. 


(over) 


Thinking and Working in Dialogue/2 


But the one world is not only the Christian world. That is an obvious 
fact. We Christians are not the only family in the oikoumene. The “whole 


inhabited earth" is one of many households of faith. This has always been 
the case, of course, but our awareness of this fact of religious diversity, 
and our responsibility for response, has changed radically in the past two 
generations. 


My grandmother, for instance, when she came to the United States from Sweden 
in 1911, had only one book: the Bible in Swedish. She had never met a Hindu 
or Muslin. She had never read the Bhagavad Gita or heard the Koran 
recited. Until the day she died, she thought of me and introduced me to her 
friends as "my grand-daughter, who is a missionary in India”. What else, in 
her world-view, could I possibly be doing there? 


Without diminishing in the least the integrity of her faith, I have to say 
that to be a Christian is, for me, radically different than it was for her. 

I have lived for years in India, in the sacred city of Banaras. I have seen 
the faith of Hindus, as they embrace the joys of life and the struggle with 
the sorrows of death. I have prayed in a Hindu temple. I have stood in the 
stillness of a mosque. I have sat in a Buddhist meditation hall. And I 
cannot bracket these things, and put them aside, when I consider what it is to 
be a Christian today, living in relationship with my friends and colleagues of 
other faiths. 


For most of Christian history, when we considered our relation to those of 
other faiths, we used the language my grandmother knew well: mission, 
witness, and evangelism. In rethinking what these terms mean today, with 
over half of our member churches in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and with 
a growing knowledge of and respect for our neighbours, the word “dialogue” 
will come to have a major and central role. 


In one world, we can no longer afford an attitude in wich “we" speak about 
"them", or even to “them”. Without in the least losing our cherished and 
particular roots as Christians, we Christians must seek ways to speak of a 
"we" alongside, for instance, our Muslim and Jewish neighbours, in addressing 
the concerns of our common world. ... 


Our first task is beginning to understand one another, How important Islam 
is in our one world today, and how relatively few of us as Christians know 
anything about Islam. How important the Hindu and Buddhist traditions have 
been in framing the culture and shaping the thought of all Asia, and how 
relatively few of us have more than a passing acquaintance with these 
traditions. As Krister Stendahl has often pointed out, we pledge ourselves 
in the Ten Commandments not to bear false witness against our neighbours. 
But we do not know our neighbours, and how often do we bear false witness, not 
out of malice or out of intent to distort the face of our neighbour, but out 
of sheer ignorance. 


Understanding the “other” is important, but that is not all we learn from 
dialogue. As one Jewish participant in the [1983] Mauritius consultation 
[EPS 83.02.52] put it, "We need to understand the other, but we also need the 
other in order to understand ourselves”. Dialogue is a reflexive process. 
In coming to see the world, its meaning and coherence and hope, through the 
eyes of another, we see ourselves more clearly as well. 
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ECUVIEW: “Co-operative Mission in Korea and Japan" EPS 85.04.75 


[This is a summary from the 25 March newsletter of the National Christian 
Council of Japan of “mutual understandings and agreements" reached during the 
fifth joint consultation between representatives of the NCCJ and the National 
Council of Churches in Korea, in Tokyo (6-8 March). (The previous 
consultation was in 1978.) The NCCJ report noted that the consultation 
“marked 40 years since the ending of Japanese domination in Korea, and 20 
years since the signing of the Korea-Japan Treaty. It was an opportunity for 
Christians from Korea and Japan to deepen the growing fellowship between their 
two countries”, ] 


I. Peace and the Unification of Korea 


(1) Churches in Korea and Japan will co-operate in exchanging 
information regarding issues relating to the unification of north and south 
Korea. 

(2) Churches will exchange information relating to and will support 
movements which oppose the nuclear arms race and nuclear energy plants. 


(3) Support for atomic bomb victims in Korea will be continued. 


Tk Japan's Emperor System and the Anti-Yasukuni Shrine Movement (EPS 84.01. 
50, 10.62) 


(1) Based on the perspective of the oppressed, the churches in both 
societies have a responsibility to build a new inclusive community. 


(2) Christians must strive to be free from manipulation by the state, 
and for this purpose, it is vital to exchange information and to be united. 


(3) Churches must continue to observe the development of Japan's 
history textbooks. 


(4) Churches should promote people-oriented, mutual cultural exchange 
as states and economic concerns continue to place profit first. 


ie The Human Rights of Koreans in Japan (EPS 84.07.14, 10.62,) 


(1) Churches should support the movement opposing finger-printing for 
Japan's Alien Registration system; and should encourage Japanese municipal 
governments and both state governments to change the law. 


(2) Churches in both countries should be informed of the history and 
living conditions of Koreans in Japan; this information should be included in 
curriculum materials of churches. 


(3) Churches should protest Japanese government policy of not hiring 
foreign teachers in public schools. 


(4) The situation of the division of Korea has affected the lives of 
Koreans in Japan. Churches in Japan then must struggle for the unification 
of Korea and fight against forces which divide people in Korea. 


(5) Given the historical and social situation of Koreans in Japan, 
they should be given the right to vote, without having naturalized legal 


status. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Happy Contouring" EPS 85.04.76 


[This editorial appeared in the first 1985 issue of "Contours", quarterly of 
the Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism (whose new address is Box 9 - 


25 Bangkok 10900. ]} 


--- Every one of my editorials has ended with the words, “Happy Contouring" 
and now I'm asking myself what I mean by these words. Up till now, these 
words slipped off the tip of my pen as though I had put the trusty pen into 
“automatic” mode. Now that we've turned the corner, my idle moments have 
been filled with questions about the meaning of these seemingly flippant words. 


What I do NOT mean is clear: These words do not mean “Bon Voyage"; they are 
not an invitation for you to enjoy touring, even “concerned” touring) .... 
Equally clear, they don't mean “Happy reading of Contours" - Contours is not 
always pleasant reading .... How can we be “happy” in reading stories or 
statistics of the abuse of people, peoples' rights, peoples' culture, etc. 


The word Contours is a short word for "Concern for Tourism" and we know that 
our readers share that concern: concern for the people who are victims of 


tourism: the people whose dignity and welfare are threatened by tourism. 


Concern for tourism is a concern for people and concern is not simply an 


intellectual interest or a sympathetic feeling. It is a stimulus to action, 
a stimulus to form linkages or networks of solidarity and communication. 2 
is a concern which provokes action to support the people who suffer - to 


encourage the people who are working for change, to rejoice with those who 
have identified rays of hope in a jungle of darkness. ... 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "Greeting from Pope to WCC General Secretary” EPS 85.04.77 


[This greeting from Pope John Paul II to Emilio Castro, general secretary of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, is dated 26 March. ] 


It is a joy for me to give you Easter greetings in this first year of your 
office as General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


The event of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is at the centre of the 
saving deeds of God. It is the living heart of the gospel to which all 
Christians are called to give a common witness. 


As soon as the apostles encountered Jesus after the resurrection, he directed 
them to the future. He gave them a mission, to establish the church and to 
promote her growth. The life of the church was to be the full manifestation 
of the risen Jesus, his real, new presence. Pilgrim in a foreign land, 
initial budding forth of the kingdom, sacrament of intimate union with God and 
of the unity of all humanity, "she is seen as a people made one by the unity 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit" (Lumen Gentium 4, also. l,5c8ie 
This unity is not an accidental or optional thing. It is integral to the 
proclamation of the hope and victory of Easter, a reflection of the very being 
of God himself. Work for the unity of Christians and their churches and 
ecclesial communities is part of our pascal celebration. 


May the joy of the risen Christ be in your heart and in the hearts of all who 
co-operate with you in the World Council of Churches, confirming you in your 
calling, and keeping you faithful in the search for the unity he wills. 


EPS 
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SHOPTALK (52/15) 


The US Consultation on Church Union has published a “road map for joyrneying 
toward visible unity among 23 million US Christians." The COCU Consensus: In 


Quest of a Church of Christ Uniting is available to journalists on request to 


COCU, 228 Alexander Street, Princeton NJ 08540 USA. 


The 1984 annual report of the Irish Council of Churches, and its publications 
list are available to journalists on request to ICC, 48 Elmwood Avenue, 
Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


The regular EPS copy deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the 
following is the schedule for the next issues (all times 0700 GMT): 


Friday 26 April 
Wednesday 1 May 
Tuesday 21 May 


Sample copies of the WCC magazine One World are available to journalists on 
request to WCC/One World, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The May issue includes: 


Kampuchea: renewed WCC presence —- Helmut Reuschle 

WCC Focus: Ecumenical sharing of personnel 

Irian Jaya refugees — Ron O'Grady 

Meditation - Jacques Maury 

Profile: Sergio Arce Martinez - Peadar Kirby 

Cover Story: Reading the Bible ecumenically - Marlin VanElderen 
Japan's Burakumin - Franklin Ishida 

Sudan's agony - Marc van Appelghem 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


Announcement (16 April) of a 60,000-US-dollar appeal for earthquake 
rehabilitation in Argentina 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 
August at Centro Cultural San Martfn in central Buenos Aires. Some hotel 
rooms for media representatives will be available at the Hotel Bauen, at a 
cost of 36 US dollars per night (including breakfast). Bargain roundtrip 
fares negotiated with Aerolineas Argentinas will also be available to media 
representatives. Documents and other material for journalists will be 
available in French, Spanish, English, German, and (to a limited extent) in 
Portuguese. Some telephones will be reserved for journalists. They are asked 
to bring their own typewriters. A WCC-staffed recording studio will be 
available in the conference centre. Broadcasters are asked to bring their own 
portable equipment. There will be audio feeds from the conference hall, and 
brief audio excerpts of plenaries will be available to broadcasters. Black- 


and-white photos will be available. Accreditation applications and more 
information about arrangements are available from Claudie Perez, WCC/ 
Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20; The deadline for accreditation 
requests is 15 May. 


LATIN AMERICAN CHURCH REPS WRITE Ecumenical Press 
ON NICARAGUA, ECONOMIC PROBLEMS Service 85.04.78 


LA PAZ (EPS) - The directors and secretaries of the Quito-based Latin American 
Council of Churches have released three letters forcefully outlining their 
opposition to US actions in Nicaragua, and their concern about the general 
Latin American situation, “where ... enormous foreign debts are the root of 
deep conflicts which threaten democratic stability”. The letters were 
distributed (25 March) in English by CLAI General Secretary Felipe Adolf. 
They result from the annual meeting, here, of the CLAI board. 


In its “open letter to the presidents of the democratic governments of Latin 
America”, the board says “the future of a whole continent is being fought for 
in Nicaragua; and probably that of democracy and peace as well". It says 
Nicaragua is “last of a long list of interventions on the part of the US in 
the lives of our countries” which make it clear that “the intention of actual 
US leaders, and that of the power groups they represent, is to crush every 
attempt of independence and self-determination made by any of our nations”. 
The board urges the presidents not to “sell our brothers and sisters for a 
plate of beans, and not to give up the struggle for freedom and unity that our 
countries demand and that our God, our Father and Liberator, wishes”. 


In its letter to US Senator Richard Lugar, chairman of the US Senate's foreign 
relations commitee, the board says Nicaraguan “counter-revolutionary forces” 
supported by "Mr Reagan's government ... in no way are considered to be 
"freedom fighters' by Latin Americans". It calls the support for them “a 
flagrant denial of the right to self-determination, and a provocative action 
that revolts our Christian conscience. Sooner or later", it says, “the United 
States, which for over 40 years supported and justified the bloody Somoza 
dictatorship in Nicaragua, will have to answer to God ... for the precious 
lives of children, young people, and adults who die every day in this country 
that we Latin Americans love so much.” 


The board encourages Lugar in his reported opposition to “any ... attempt to 
overthow the Sandinista government”, and exhorts him to “do all in your power 
to stop this action of the US government which denies the gospel and the 
principles that inspired the birth of your nation”. 


In its letter to “the churches in Latin America”, the board describes Latin 
America's foreign debts as “a nightmare for our people”, and observes that 
“unemployment, hunger, and living conditions in general worsen more and more 
each day". It worries because of Latin American “regimes ... whose main 
response to the protests of the people ... is repression, torture, 
indiscriminate assassinations, and violations of the most basic’ human 
rights". Though “encouraged by political changes headed in the direction of 
democratic openness, as in the case of Bolivia", the board notes concern about 
Bolivia's "social and economic crisis which threatens its democratic 
stability”. 

Also, the board supports the “right to the full life in Christ” of aboriginal 
groups, who have “suffered for centuries, victimized by an inhuman system of 
injustice and exploitation,” and the “appeal of the Nicaraguan people, 
demanding their right of self-determination be respected, and who fight 
against de-stabilizing attemps on the part of the United States government”. 
It urges Latin American Christians to pray, study “in depth the truths of the 
good news of the Kingdom, to identify yourselves with our nations - your 
nations - in the fight for justice, truth and love, to work incessantly ... to 
alleviate the pain of 'the least of our brethren', to proclaim with renewed 


emphasis the good news of the King .... 
EPS 


PANEL URGES UNION OF Ecumenical Press 
6 SCOTS DENOMINATIONS Service 85.04.79 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - After nearly two decades of discussion, representatives of 
six Scottish denominations say they are “profoundly convinced" that "now is 
the time” to plan a united church for Scotland. 


The Multilateral Church Conversation, set up in 1967, includes Scotland-based 
Reformed (Church of Scotland, United Free Church of Scotland, Congregational 
Union of Scotland), and Anglican (Scottish Episcopal Church) denominations, 
plus Scottish jurisdictions of two England-based denominations - United 
Reformed and Methodist. 


In its report, “Christian Unity - Now is the Time” (published 17 April), the 
group calls ministry “the most difficult and contentious problem of all". It 
proposes “personal” ministry at the regional as well as the congregational 
level in a united church. That pattern, it notes, exists currently not only 
among Anglican bishops, but also among United Reformed provincial moderators 
and Methodist district synod chairmen, who hold office for several years. 


While seeking such a regional personal ministry for denominations without qt, 
the report suggests Scottish Anglicans restore a diaconate which is not just a 
step along the way to priesthood, so that Scots Anglicans would have in their 
structures ministers comparable to Presbyterian elders, Congregational 
deacons, and Methodist class leaders. The Scottish Episcopal Church is also 
asked to engage in what a member of the conversation described as a “rigorous 
critique of its present policy and practice with regard to its bishops”. 


The report offers a vision of a united Scottish church “applying the total 
Christian resources in Scotland to the total Christian task in Scotland". It 
Suggests that if the apostle Paul, the missionary Columba, or the church 
reformer John Knox were to be in Scotland now, they would not set up the 
current multiplicity of denominations working in "latent or open rivalry”. 


The report asks the denominations to endorse the conversation's agreement on 
questions of baptism and the Lord's Supper, concluding that in matters of 
interpretation and practice, there is "no theological disagreement sufficient 
to justify the perpetuation of our divisions”. The report cites the 1982 
World Council of Churches international, ecumenical, theological convergence 
text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), and last year's report of the 
Anglican-Reformed international theological dialogue, as international 
developments which helped its work. 


The conversation recommends that the united church inerit the present 
established status of the Church of Scotland, and, with perhaps minor 
modifications, that the other five adopt its Declaratory Articles. These 
include a statement of what the group describes as its “freedom from any 
challenge by a civil authority in all matters spiritual”, 


In commenting on its recommendations, conversation chairman George Balls said 
the six have “reached a critical and decisive moment on the road to church 
unity in Scotland". Because, he said, “there is nothing doctrinally ... which 
inhibits their coming together or justifies their remaining apart, now is the 
time ... for them to consider urgently and prayerfully the pattern to which a 
united church in Scotland should conform, the practical changes which they 
will have to make in order to progress towards that end, and to commit 
themselves to that process." 


EPS 


INTERNATIONAL CHURCH & SOCIETY Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE OUTLINES 1980s PLANS Service 85.04.80 


GENEVA (EPS) - An international committee concerned with church-and-society 
questions has proposed issues and working methods for the World Council of 
Churches in that area for the rest of the decade. The group met (14-20 April) 
at the WCC Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near WCC headquarters here. 


Early in its meeting, the group heard from Igrgen Randers, president of the 
Norwegian School of Management. He outlined current thinking of those who 
stress global limits to growth. In its report, however, the committee backed 
away from the limits-to-growth thinking which informed much WCC church and 
society work in recent years. Calling the limits model “useful ... for 
interpreting and criticizing the tendency of the more industrially advanced 
countries to make the pursuit of growth in GNP [gross national product] their 
overriding economic goal," the group said the model has been severely 
criticized and “is clearly not applicable to the immediate situation of many 
countries which are still denied the possibility of meeting basic human needs." 


Outlining specific issues for WCC church and society work, the committee said 
priority should be on "relationships between theological reflection and 
action,” and encouraging “appropriate responses by the churches.” It offered 
an “illustrative, rather than exhaustive" list of issues “characterized by ... 
global implications and ... the threat ... they pose to the peace and survival 
of humanity and creation” - deforestation; militarization, in space and in 
less developed countries; technology, economics, and employment; and bioethics. 


Committee members presented case studies from their areas, including 
militarism in the Philippines, structural unemployment in Western countries, 
misuse of resources in Zaire, industrial pollution in Canada, deforestation in 
Central America, and development in Burma. Also raised in committee sessions 
were computerization in Sweden, industrial safety in India, economic planning 
in East Europe, and the social-political situation in Nicaragua. The group 
spent one afternoon at the European Centre for Nuclear Research, an 
intergovernmental agency just outside Geneva. 


Reflecting on varying possibilities for action on church-and-society issues, 
the committee said they may be affected by “the nature of church-state 
relationships, the extent to which churches are in minority or majority 
positions, specific denominational traditions, and the social composition of 
the churches' membership.” Church action, it suggested, would be "strengthened 
through the encouragement of international solidarity between churches (and 
other movements and agencies) as they face up to the great many problems which 
have an international dimension.” 


The committee recommended six working methods for the WCC Sub-Unit on Church 
and Society, as well as the hiring of at least one additional executive staff 
member to join the director and secretary who currently staff the sub-unit. 


Committee Moderator is John Habgood, Anglican archbishop of York (England). 
Its 18 other members are from Egypt, Zaire, Italy, Canada, Japan, [East] 
German Democratic Republic, Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Costa Rica, Kenya, Philippines, India, Finland, Burma, and Sweden. Their 
Christian traditions include Oriental Orthodox, Independent (Kimbanguist and 
Mar Thoma), Reformed, United, Eastern Orthodox, Baptist, and Lutheran. The 
group includes theologians, nuclear physicists, social ethicists, engineers, 
biologists, sociologists, university professors, and a parish pastor. 


EPS 


VATICAN, WCC REPS MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
SOCIAL THOUGHT AND ACTION Service 85.04.81 


ROME (EPS) - The Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action (CGS) held 
its annual meeting (here, 16-17 April). Fifteen Vatican and World Council of 
Churches representatives discussed, their communiqué reported, last year's 
papal visit to WCC headquarters (EPS 84.06.103), church social involvement, 
religious liberty, and liberation theology. 

The group announced that “in the context of the positive ecumenical 
experience” of the papal visit, it “continued a reflection begun some years 
ago on the theological bases and meaning of the social involvement of the 
churches", and decided to appoint an ad hoc group of four to meet in the 
coming year to “deepen the understanding of this issue”. 


The ad hoc group's agenda is to include material from BEM (the 1982 
ecumenical, international, theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, 
and ministry; EPS 49/02), Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meetings of 1979 and 
1981, a Vatican-WCC consultation in Rome in 1982, and this year's and the 1983 
CGS meeting. The communiqué says the ad hoc group was also asked to suggest 
how CGS can address the issue further, including the question of apartheid 
(the South African system of race separation with white supremacy). 


During the group's "open-ended discussion on the problem of religious 
liberty", participants examined "many facets" of the theme. CGS decided to 
ask the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and the Roman 
Catholic Pontifical Commission Iustitia et Pax to take up that issue at their 
next joint staff meeting, later this year. 


As for the issue of “liberation theology and its social implications", the 
communiqué says the group discussed the subject as developed in recent papal 
discourses. This, the communiqué adds, allowed “participants to be brought up 
to date on the reflection within the Roman Catholic Church on this vital 
issue. It also gave everyone the opportunity of exchanging and discussing 
different insights on this topic, and at the same time affirming the central 
importance of the preferential option for the poor.” 


Looking ahead, the communiqué says, "mutual participation" was proposed in 
several areas, including the UN Women's Decade and Youth Year, and the meeting 
of economic advisers of the WCC Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development. The next CGS meeting was set for next 8-9 April in Geneva. 


The CGS communiqué describes its principal purposes as being "a forum for the 
exchange of information on the activities and programs ... in the field of 
social thought and action, as well as informing one another in good time about 
programs in process of formation, a means of deepening mutual understanding 
»-+, a regular forum to consider themes of mutual interest and to exchange 
information on regional situations and worldwide issues", and "a forum for 
encouraging and facilitating greater collaboration, reinforcing relationships 
--» and providing an evaluation of these relationships ...." 


Co-chairing the meeting here were Pierre Duprey of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, and Georges Tsetsis, acting director of the WCC 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and Wordd Service. CGS includes four 
offices of the Roman Curia, and the WCC Program Unit on Justice and Service 


and its five sub-units (CICARWS, CCPD, CCIA, Program to Combat Racism, and 
Christian Medical Commission). 


EPS 


FORUM TO MARK END Ecumenical Press 
OF WOMEN'S DECADE Service 85.04.82 


NAIROBI (EPS) - "“Karibu” means welcome in Ki-Swahili. It's the name chosen 
for a hospitality centre being organized by a committee of African Christian 
women with the support of the All African Conference of Churches, the National 
Council of Churches of Kenya, the World Council of Churches, the World Union 
of Catholic Women's Organizations and Church Women United. Karibu is one of 
many activities planned by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to mark the 
end of the UN Decade for Women. The NGO-sponsored forum, here 10-19 July, 
overlaps slightly the UN-sponsored end-of-decade conference, also here, 15-28 
July. 


Major purpose of the centre is to provide a place to facilitate contact across 
religions, cultures and ideologies and between international and local women. 
Space is to be available on request for activities that promote sharing, 
dialogue and learning. A quiet room is to offer a space for spiritual 
reflection. Counselling is to be available. A peace vigil is planned. 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Women is organizing four forum workshops - on food and 
water, violence against women, linkages between “justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation", and intercultural and interconfessional Bible study. 
Another workshop will share findings of a WCC study on “female sexuality and 
bodily functions in different religious traditions”. 


Several other parts of the WCC are also planning forum input. Its anti-racism 
program (PCR) is preparing a workshop, films, exhibition booth and bookstall 
on “women under racism". The WCC refugee service is cooperating with the AACC 
to prepare an audio-visual plenary presentation by African refugee women. 
Reacting to it will be a panel of refugee women from other parts of the world 
- the Middle East, Asia, Central and Latin America. A workshop focusing on 
refugee women and cultural identity is also planned. 


The WCC migration secretariat is planning a workshop on the activities and 
impact of associations of migrant women. It features a panel of one woman 
migrant and one NGO representative from each of four regions: North America, 
Latin America, Europe and Asia. As a first step in preparing this workshop, 
the secretariat asked about 400 migrant associations, groups working with 
migrants, and councils of churches how they perceive the situation of migrant 
women, what they are doing about it, what concerns and strategies they wish to 
see discussed at Nairobi, how the secretariat can ensure meaningful 
participation by migrant women at the forum, and how it can help afterwards. 


The WCC development commission (CCPD) is publishing a brochure on women in 
economic life, and is consulting with Transnationals Information Exchange on a 
possible workshop on women and transnational corporations. The Christian 
Medical Commission, with the women's section of the US-based United Methodist 
Church, will conduct a workshop on women's health strategies. The consultant 
to the WCC disability task force is planning a creative presentation and 
information desk on the subject of disabled women. 


One of the largest NGOs in the forum planning committee, the WCC is heavily 
involved in its organization. Nita Barrow of Barbados, one of the seven WCC 
presidents, is planning committee convener. Joyce Kaddu of Uganda, a member 
of the WCC executive committee, is liaison between the central and Kenyan 
planning committees. Ruud van Hoogevest of the Netherlands, WCC service 
co-ordinator, is convener of the forum subcommittee on refugees and migrants. 
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US CHURCH GROUPS PONDER Ecumenical Press 
ROLE IN TAX RESISTANCE Service 85.04.83 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


WASHINGTON (EPS/William Bole) - Exploring new territory in religious opposition 
to nuclear arms, various US denominations have begun to contemplate whether 
they should support the growing movement of resisting payment of taxes to 
protest the arms race. While increasing numbers of individuals within the 
churches have joined the ranks of “war tax" resisters, only a handful of 
denominations have encouraged or lent support to such resistance. 


But as church peace activists have demanded tougher official church stands, 
denominations have begun to wrestle with the biblical, theological and 
historical questions raised by war tax resistance. They are using the 
examination as a basis for deciding whether to take, as corporate bodies, any 
of a variety of actions - legal and illegal - in support of the movement. 


What is moving churches is the growing realization that they have been 
“praying for peace while paying for war", says Marian Franz, executive 
director of the Washington-based National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund. 
"For many people, the arms race has just gone too far. And they're saying, 
‘Oh my God, I'm involved in it'.” 


Established in 1971, the fund has been pressing for US legislation to allow 
people to do legally what some have been doing illegally - divert their tax 
money away from military purposes and into, under this proposal, a government 
fund that would finance peace and humanitarian efforts. The proposal has 
support from 15 national church agencies, among them bodies of United Church 
of Christ, US Catholic Conference, and Church of the Brethren. While not 
specifically supporting this measure, the United Methodist Church has a policy 
of offering moral support to "all who conscientiously object" to “cooperation 
with military conscription or to the payment of taxes for military purposes, 
and we ask they be granted legal recognition”. 


The Presbyterian Church (USA) is circulating among its congregations a 90-page 
study paper which lays out the possibility of the church becoming “a 
resistance church”, Entitled “Presbyterians and peace-making: Are we now 
called to resistance?" the paper says the church could, among other things, 
actively encourage people to become war tax resisters, as well as help church 
members leave defense-related jobs. The study has already stirred some 


conflict in the PCUSA, which has declared peace-making a priority. 


Similarly, the [US] National Council of Churches is circulating a 13-page 
study document on “the church and war tax resistance", adopted by its 
governing board in November 1983. And last January, US Anglican 
representatives met to study various forms of tax resistance. 


Strongest US church support for such resistance has come from Quaker and 


Mennonite bodies. In an unprecedented move, the 60,000-member General 
Conference Mennonite Church voted in August 1983 not to whithhold federal 
taxes from the paychecks of employees who are tax refusers. This is 


punishable by fines and imprisonment. More recently, the Philadelphia Yearly 
[Quaker] Meeting refused to honor a levy placed by the US Internal Revenue 
Service on the salary of one of its tax-resisting employees, Robert Dockhorn 
(author of the NCC guide). Last January the IRS asked Philadelphia District 
Court to order the Quaker group to pay the money, but no decision has been 


rendered. Other Quaker bodies have adopted similar policies. 
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ECUMENICAL MEETING CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
RESPONSE TO US FARM CRISIS Service 84.04.84 


[This item is abridged from material from the Presbyterian Church (USA). ] 


WICHITA (Kansas/US) (EPS/Frances Jones) - The place of farming in a covenant 
relationship was the theme of a “One Bread - One People” convocation on 
agriculture here last month. Called by the Kansas Ecumenical Farm Issues 
Task Force, chaired by rancher Jim Henry, and co-chaired by George Sanneman, a 
Presbyterian parish pastor, the conference attracted more than 350 farmers, 
small business people and pastors of all denominations. Its purpose was to 
rouse an active Christian response to current emergencies in family farming. 


John M. Stitz, rural life director for the Roman Catholic archdiocese of 
Kansas City (Kansas), said in an opening statement that "we cannot say we love 
our neighbour if we misuse land, violate nature's biological balance in the 
ecosystem, turn agriculture over to absentee landlords, or concentrate land in 
the hands of a few individuals or corporations”. One of the ways the 
covenant is broken by government, he added, citing the loss of export markets, 
over-stimulation of domestic production, depressed prices, and high interest 
rates as results of government policies. 


During a panel discussion after his speech, Stitz was joined by Leon Neher, 
owner of Paramount Farms near Quinter, KS, and national leader in the Church 
of the Brethren; Luther E. Tyson, director of the department of environmental 
justice and survival for the General Board of the United Methodist Church; 
and William Tierney, economist from the University of Kansas Co-operative 
Extension Service. 


In exploring the church's response to a community fractured by loss and hurt, 
Neher said the level of communication between rural and urban people must be 
raised and that the church must then act on its understanding of the 
problem. A disrupted agriculture is a source of pain to both urban and rural 
people, he said. 


From the audience, Tierney was asked if government policies deliberately 
promoted the removal of farm families from their land. He protested the use 
of the word "deliberately", but agreed federal law had accelerated trends 
towards family farm failure, hastened migration to the cities, encouraged 
larger and larger farms, and brought about an increasing number of part-time 
farmers. 


Indicative of the strain on farm families was the popularity with farm wives 
of a seminar on “stress management and the family”. Seminar leader Virginia 
Moxley, ranch wife and head of the division of sociology, family science and 
anthropology at Emporia Kansas State University, said most Americans have an 
idyllic image of rural life. But her facts were grim. Farmers stand at the 
top in deaths related to nervous disorders, ulcers, artery disease and heart 
attacks. Farm accident rates are climbing. Social isolation (sometimes 
called independence), poor housing, contaminated drinking water, noise 
pollution from operating machinery, and poverty were listed as stress factors. 


In other workshops, one of a rural church's ministries was seen as being an 
organizing force identifying community resources, recruiting professional 
counsellors to talk to people, enlisting bankers to help work out financial 
arrangements for farmers and others facing foreclosure. Also among the 13 
lectures, seminars and workshops at the convocation were sessions. on 
marketing, world hunger, bankruptcy, and new US farm legislation. 
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SA ENDING BAN ON INTERRACIAL Ecumenical Press 
MARRIAGE; CHURCH PEOPLE REACT Service 85.04.85 


CAPE TOWN (EPS) - Government support for an end to the 25-year-old ban on 
interracial marriages and sex in South Africa has been received here with a 
variety of comments from church-related people. Parliament is expected to 
pass the necessary legislation before its session ends in June. 


Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu said the main issue was political power sharing, 
with most blacks “not interested in cosmetic changes”. Beyers Naude, his 
successor as general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
called the projected repeal “too little, too late.” 


On the other hand, cabinet minister Alan Hendrikse called it “vindication” of 
his decision to participate in South Africa's new parliamentary system, which 
gives people classed by the South African government as Asian or of mixed race 
("Coloured") their own chambers of parliament, with limited power. Last 
year's elections were boycotted by most Coloureds and Asians, and the new 
arrangement gives no national political say to the black majority. Hendrikse 
was removed from the clergy roll of the United Congregational Church in 
Southern Africa because of his participation in the new _ governmental 
arrangements (EPS 84.10.94). 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Cécile de Sweemer: "South African Immorality” EPS 85.04.86 


[De Sweemer is associate director of the Christian Medical Commission of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


... Class and caste groups maintain themselves by rules on who can move in the 
neighbourhood, who will be invited or tolerated to share a meal, who can be 
your peer at work and share a roof for the night, or finally which groups can 
give appropriate or legitimate sex partners. In general, sharing a 
neighbourhood is seen as the least threatening of interactions. ... South 
Africa has over the last decades broken down any semblance of integration in 
neighbourhoods and townships. It has strictly separated and systematically 
made unequal the education it offers to different races, the jobs open to 
them. It has taken away citizen rights from the majority of blacks, 
de-nationalising them systematically. It has limited rights of other 
non-whites .... It has in its prisons hundreds of democrats accused of 
opposition to the regime. ... 


In this context of struggle [against racism], ... where one of the greatest 
difficulties of the democratic movement is the increaasing physical distance 
and isolation between races, and the government's control of transport and 
communication, [South African President P.W.] Botha's offer can but be 
received with derision and laughter by the oppressed majority and perhaps 
relief by some prurient white men who now can try their luck with the black 
maid. Its symbolic value for black South Africans is at best nil, at worst 
infuriating. The sociological value is meant to be nil, only a return to the 
good old days when white men were free to horse around. , The few adventurous 
young couples will be artists and intellectuals. The system assures they 
will have no sympathetic community to rely on. Where will they ... live, as 
all areas are designated by race, and Botha affirmed his determination to keep 
the South African “group areas act” intact? Will there be special "group 
areas" or ghettos for mixed couples? In that case, will the one or both have 


no voting rights? Where will their children be permitted to go to school? 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/David Gosling: "Theology and Ecology” EPS 85.04.87 


[Gosling is church and society director at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item appears in longer form in the most recent (No. 2, Spring 
1985) issue of the WCC “Church and Society Newsletter”. ] 


A clear understanding of human dependency on creation will have major 
implications for our growth towards justice and peace. This can be 
illustrated with reference to two important areas, one related to the life 
sciences, the second theological. ... 


Ecology has now become a major concern for the biologist. Lt ¢cis) eithe 
investigation not of individual species but of ecosystems - the interrelation 
of geological and biological (including zoological) aspects of the world. 

While this is normally done in relation to limited areas of study, ecology has 


potentially enormous implications. It challenges the tendency to find 
significance in the analytical breakdown of nature into the component parts, 
and points to a holistic concept of meaning .... Humanity is’ the 


determinative ecological factor. 


But once this is admitted, then ecology must accept that ethical categories 
have necessarily to be taken into account, for humanity is both dependent on 
the environment and a determinant within it. We must ask searching questions 
as to what is appropriate human activity in the given world. 


At once questions have to be faced about social responsibility, international 
economic justice and the control and distribution of technology. How can the 
unacceptable features of modern technology be confronted, transformed or 


replaced so as to serve truly human ends? This moves us inexorably into 
theology, spirituality, and the nature and existence of God in relation to 
creation. Science and religion are inseparably entwined, as are science and 


politics, politics and religion. 


What we believe about humankind affects our approach to nature as much as 
discoveries about human life and the world affect our perception of 
humanity. In particular, our understanding of the relationship of God to 
human and non-human life requires much further development if we are to have a 
substantial ethical and theological base for evaluating genetic engineering in 
humans and other vertebrates - in this area theology still does not address 
meaningfully some vital modern biological problems. 


The second illustration draws on the basic Christian theological assertion 
that creation, redemption and eschatological hope are essentially connected. 
It is often forgotten that the fallen world is the world that is being saved, 
that we are the priests of creation and that “the new heaven and new earth", 
however problematically, do not destroy but complete the act of creation. 


Thus concern for the relation between the Kingdom of God and political action 
is not separated from but includes the relation between the Kingdom and both 
creation and human presence within creation. ‘The Gospel imperative is cosmic 
in dimensions just as Christ is the one who fills the whole universe, the one 
in whom all things hold together (Colossians 1:17). 


Attention to such fundamental issues of theology and social ethics should, 
therefore, be welcomed not as a retreat from the central concern for a world 
in which oppression and deprivation have to be overcome, in which the chasms 
between north and south, east and west must be bridged, but as a significant 
contribution to the search for justice and peace. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/David Gosling: “Limits to Growth” EPS 85.04.88 


[Gosling is church and society director at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item appears in longer form in the most recent (No. 2, Spring 
1985) issue of the WCC "Church and Society Newsletter”. ] 


... What kind of global society will ultimately be sustainable from the point 
of view of ecological limits and technology? ... The reason why technology (or 


science and technology or science-based technology - the distinctions are 
scarcely valid) must specifically be invoked is that it accounts for one of 
the most serious global examples of distributive injustice - thus 97 percent 


of all research and development is located in the so-called industrial North 
and serves goals which in varying degrees are damaging to the interests of 
justice, peace and environmental integrity. ... 


Within the WCC the main ... response to the developments of the '70s has been 
the Just, Participatory and Sustainable Society (JPSS) [concept], which has 
now, for better or worse, been replaced by Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation. Clearly participation remains important, but it will be valuable 
to explore connections between "sustainability", perhaps in a modificed form, 
and “the integrity of creation". Peace, of course, interpreted as shalom in 
the Old Testament, includes harmony with the environment .... 


Thus although it will be important to consider recent formulations of the 
Limits to Growth thesis, a major task will be to consider the theological 
presuppositions upon which appropriate environmental ethics should be based, 
recognizing that these may vary in different cultural contexts. ... 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/David Gosling: "A Church and Society Vision" EPS 85.04.89 


{Gosling is church and society director at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item is excerpted from his report to the meeting of the WCC 
Working Committee of Church and Society (EPS 85.04.80). ] 


[We affirm] the entire oikoumene, rather than just the Christian bits of it, 
and we go further in expressing our concern for the entire created order - 
trees, rivers, the air we breathe, the air other people breathe. We cannot 
single out, for example, from the world's vast army of unemployed, those who 
go to church, especially when we know that some of them stopped going because 
they felt ashamed at losing their jobs or were disgusted at their churches' 
bias in favour of suburban middle classes. We also recognize that some of 
the world's major religious traditions contain a much less. problematic 
understanding of the relationship between humanity and nature than certain 
versions of Christianity. 


We share ... commitment to the gospel as “good news to the poor", recognizing 
that much poverty is the result of a combination of political, economic, 
social and technological forces, and that within this complex mix the growth 
of science and technology has been accompanied by tacit assumptions and 
ideologies which have been damaging to both our global society and the 
environment. But ... how can the unacceptable features of modern science and 
technology be confronted, transformed or replaced so as to serve truly human 
ends? Just as the gospel must be set free from its post-enlightenment 
cultural bondage and recognized from within a context of religious and 
cultural pluralism, so science and technology must be liberated from their 
northern industrial ideological and structural captivity. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Lukas Vischer: "WCC and WARC"” EPS 85.04.90 


[Vischer is director for ecumenism of the Federation of Protestant Churches in 
Switzerland, and moderator of the theological studies department of the Geneva- 
based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. This item is excerpted from the 
March issue of "Reformed World". ] 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches recognizes its special solidarity with 


the World Council of Churches. Not only did it encourage its members from 
the very beginning to join the World Council, it has also repeatedly 
encouraged them to cooperate actively in its work. The concept which 


underlies the World Council of Churches is particularly close to the Reformed 
view of the ecumenical way: churches of different traditions unite to form a 
fellowship in order, on the one hand, to overcome divisive differences by a 
continuing discussion, but also, on the other hand, in order to already bear 
common witness. They associate together under the banner of the mission 
which has been entrusted to them by Jesus Christ, God and Saviour. They try 
to discern the new horizons towards which it is God's will to guide His 
people. By their common endeavour, they try to make clear what obedience to 
His Word means today. It is their hope that, in precisely this way, the 
divisive differences which they have brought into this fellowship will appear 
in a new light and the way to unity be opened up .... 


It would be wrong, of course, to ignore the difficulties which have arisen 
over the years. These are connected mainly with the fact that the way to 
unity is proving to be more strewn with hindrances than was originally thought 
to be the case. Inspiring the creation of the World Council of Churches was 
the hope that this association would gradually bring the churches closer to 
mutual recognition. The council was thought of as a temporary instrument. 

It was to help the still divided churches so that they could achieve complete 
fellowship. It now appears that this hope was not a realistic one. 

Although the churches have come very much closer to one another, they are 
still, evidently, far off the ultimate goal of the ecumenical movement. The 
differences between them continue to exist. Indeed, the complexity of the 
situation has been intensified still more by the addition of other 
traditions. It is becoming more and more apparent that the task for which 
the World Council of Churches was created will ... take ... considerable time. 


... On the one hand, the attitude of the member churches ... is changing. 
The longer the way takes, the harder it becomes to endure the contradiction 
inherent in the ecumenical movement. On the one hand, the member churches 
are still divided churches; on the other hand, they already live in the 
fellowship represented by the World Council of Churches. When its resolution 
seems promised within a measurable distance of time, this tension presents no 
insuperable difficulties. But what if this resolution becomes remote? The 
churches are then compelled to resign themselves to the tension as a 
“provisional permanency”. On the other hand, the danger arises that the 
World Council of Churches, instead of being an instrument of transition, 
becomes an institution with its own momentum. Because its history is 
prolonged, it ... develop[s] a dynamic of its own. Instead of bringing the 
churches together, it becomes one more authority alongside them. ... 


How [is] this new situation ... to be handled. On the one hand, ... the 
unresolved tension between the condition of being "no longer divided" and that 
of being “not yet united” can only be to some extent overcome by a deliberate 
conciliar process of renewal among the Reformed churches. On the other hand, 
the World Alliance will have to pursue and accompany the work of the World 
Council of Churches more actively. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Hennie Serfontein: “The Ecumenical Isolation of the NGK" EPS 85.04.91 


[Late last year, the broad moderature (executive body) of the Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK, the principal white denomination in South Africa), 
decided to suspend its membership in the international Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod. At its conference last year, the RES declared apartheid (the South 
African system of race separation with white supremacy) sin and the 
theological justification of it heresy, and asked that the NGK report to the 
RES before 1987 about its support for apartheid or failure to oppose it (EPS 
84.08.08). The NGK decision also means it will not send the RES its 28,000 
US-dollar annual contribution, 21 percent of the RES budget. The RES was the 
NGK's last ecumenical link. It was suspended by the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches in 1982, left the World Council of Churches in 1961, and 
broke off its relationship two decades before that with the Christian Council 
of South Africa, predecessor of the South African Council of Churches. 
Serfontein is a South African journalist. This article appeared in longer 
form in the March issue of "Reformed Journal”. ] 


-»- [There is a] long term strategy of the NGK which is behind the decision to 


suspend its RES membership. The NGK wants to organize a new, conservative 
ecumenical body inside South Africa to counter the South African Council of 
Churches. And internationally it wants to launch an ecumenical body to 


counter the “anti-South African, anti-apartheid" stance of the WCC. 


There is a clear link between the moderature's decision to sever ties with the 
RES and the formation later this year of a new ecumenical body in Scotland. 
It will be known as the International Conference of Reformed Churches 
(ICRC). Dr Pierre Rossouw, the chief executive officer of the NGK with 
special responsibility for ecumenical relations and an ex officio member of 
the moderature, will attend that September conference. 


The ICRC will apparently be a small, relatively insignificant body which will 
be made up primarily of the small churches that have resigned from the RES in 
the past year. The religious correspondent of Rapport, the pro-government 
Afrikaans language Sunday newspaper, wrote: "The ICRC will carry no weight in 
international circles, because only a few small splinter churches are 
interested in joining it. The NGK will be by far the largest church in the 
ICRC." 


Other pro-government Afrikaans newspapers have drawn attention to Rossouw's 
“amazing action”. They have also revealed that it was Rossouw who drafted 
the report to the moderature proposing the NGK's withdrawal from the RES. 
The Johannesburg daily “Beeld” remarked that Rossouw's action to initiate the 
breaking of the RES links "gives a new dimension" to the moderature's 
decision. Critics even within the NGK found it strange that the man in 
charge of ecumenical affairs should actually cut the last ecumenical ties the 
NGK had. sac 


The manner in which the white NGK treated the three racially-separated NGK 
[daughter] churches is a telling commentary on the attitude of the NGK 
leadership towards these churches. None of-these churches was consulted or 
informed in advance of the moderature's decision - not even the black NGKA 
which is wholly dependent on the white church, and which until now has to some 
extent always defended the NGK in international forums. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham: “Resurrection of the Chinese Church (IV)" EPS 85.04.92 


.[Amirtham directs the Programme on Theological Education of the World Council 
of Churches. He was in China towards the end of last year as part of a visit 
co-ordinated by the Association of Theological Education in South-east Asia, 
and sponsored by PTE, the Commission for Theological Concerns of the Christian 
Conference of Asia, and the Fund for Theological Education in South-east Asia. 
The document from which this item is excerpted, “A Resurrection Experience: 
Life of the Church in China", is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


--- [At the Nanjing Seminary] what is often considered as extra-curricular 
activity is [also] given fundamental importance. Efforts are made so that 
the future church workers grow in “spirituality, ethical quality, intellectual 
integrity, physical fitness and social living”. Student self-government 
through student council is encouraged at Nanjing. Student groups meet 
regularly for spiritual sharing, theological discussion, English conversation, 
philately, photography, and publication of various wall papers and sport. 
Ninety percent of the former library was destroyed in the Cultural Revolution, 
[but] ... books [to restore it] are arriving faster than they can cope with. 


While we were not in a position to discover any inadequacies, the following 
were mentioned by the Chinese colleagues as areas for improvement: (a) weak 
teaching staff, especially in the advanced teaching of biblical languages; 
(b) the work of admitting new students is not carried on a year round basis 
and hence no guarantee of the best selection process; (c) insufficient 
teaching materials and _ books; (d) reluctance in making bold advance in 
theological thinking; (e) the policy of mutual respect in matters of faith 
and worship not sufficiently well implemented; (f) no systematic and regular 
work among alumni; (g) most theological training centres are situated in over- 
crowded quarters and have only poor facilities. ... 


The Nanjing Seminary has a Centre of Religious Studies, a sort of bridgehead 


that it has been able to establish in a secular university. It is a branch 
of the department of the social sciences. Their preoccupation is the proper 
understanding of the role of religion in a socialistic society. There is 


renewed discussion on the understanding of religion, questioning the '‘'opiate' 
nature of religion, and a new perception that the narcotic role is by no means 
the principal role of religion. Professor Gao in Beijing told us that 
sometimes people and even party functionaries are not able to distinguish 
between superstition and religious belief. So to study academically the true 
mature and role of religion in society is of crucial significance. The 
[Beijing University] Institute for the Study of World Religions publishes two 
periodicals, one on the Study of Religion and the other on materials in world 
religion. As a part of the great encyclopaedia they are preparing the 
publication of a volume on religion. A Dictionary of World Religions is also 
under preparation. A History of World Christianity has been published. 

Fifty thousand copies of a collection of Bible Studies have been sold.. The 
Beijing University started a department of religious studies two years ago 


with 30 students among whom seven are women. Nanjing Centre also publishes 
two periodicals. Their open lectures on Christianity were attended by 
hundreds of students. Nanjing Seminary serves the whole community in the 


area of religious studies, contributing to an open discussion and proper 
understanding of religion, in a society which has no particular interest in 
religious matters and indeed tries to ignore or do away with religious 
convictions. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/G. R. Singh: "Chinese Church Delegation Visits India” EPS 85.04.93 


[Singh is an executive staff member of the National Council of Churches in 
India, under whose auspices the Chinese delegation visited in Delhi, Madras, 
Kottayam, Tiruvalla, and Bangalore, 2-14 March, Congregational visits 
highlighted their programme, though the 1l-member group, headed by Kama clTing, 
president of the China Christian Council, also visited Christian colleges, 
seminaries, theological research and study centres, hospitals, and ashrams. 
One of the 11 in the delegation was a "young seeker from a university”. A 
Chinese Christian delegation last visited India nearly three decades ago. ] 


From the outset of its arrival, the delegation was flooded with questions. 
Many were eager to hear of developments in the church in China since 
liberation in October 1949, The question covered topics ranging from opinion 
about the pre-1950 missionary work to freedom of religion in China, the role 
of women in church, future leadership training, theological education, Bible 
smuggling, the “house churches”, etc. 


Without exception, the visitors answered those and many other questions, 
impressing everyone with the frankness and honesty of their replies. It was 
largely Bishop Ting, who on behalf of the delegation took responsibility for 
fielding questions with his typical clarity and precision, but in public 
meetings and private discussions all the members played equal roles in 
answering the many questions put to them. 


The most oft-asked question was about religious freedom, raised almost at 
every public meeting. Bishop Ting said that there was a reasonable amount of 


religious freedom but then in no country was freedom absolute. The policy of 
religious freedom as outlined and guaranteed in the Constitution of the 


People's Republic of China is enjoyed by all citizens including Catholics, 
Muslims and other believers. Christians can take up leading positions in 
various secular professions and some are even members of the People's 
Consultative Congress which has advisory functions .... 


Marxists [Ting said] have no good opinion of religion and Christians in China 
have no illusion about it. Propagation of atheism does not have top priority 
in the government's programmes. The top priority for China today is 
prosperity and modernisation. The government is careful that minority 
character is to be respected and not obliterated. There is thus a policy of 
religious freedom, not because the government has any liking for religion but 
it tolerates religion. Christians meet in homes to pray and worship, to read 
the Bible together, to study and break bread together. Bishop Ting admitted 
that he himself is a member of a house church as is his mother, who is 98 now. 
There is no clash between house churches and the Three Self ... Movement. ... 


The two-week tour ended with a summing-up and reflection session in which 
areas of problems and challenges facing the Church in India were discussed. 

The visitors were informed that the church is struggling to rid itself of 
minority consciousness in order to be relevant to the wider society. Some 
strides in the direction of Christian unity have been made yet problems due to 
divisive tendencies still remain to be surmounted. There is vast scope for 
experimenting creative indigenization in the Indian church. The church is 
considerably bogged down by the complexity and enormity of its institutional 
problems and dependence on foreign funds; tensions exist between the church 


and para-church organizations. The church has yet fully been stirred with 
the challenge of its witness to society particularly in the area of interfaith 
dialogue. There were points of contrast with the church in China where no 


caste, language or multi-religious issues face the church. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: "Letter from London" EPS 85.04.94 


The controversy surrounding the Anglican bishop of Durham's views on the 
virgin birth and the resurrection just will not go away. When in February 
the Church of England's general synod debated the nature of Christian belief 
and asked the house of bishops to reflect on the debate and report back, many 
people hoped that this would effectively bury the issue until such time as the 
synod's rather overloaded agenda would allow it to consider the results of the 
bishops' collective reflections at their residential meeting in June. 


But the row will not go away. In its latest manifestation, it concerns the 
resurrection, or rather the historicity of the empty tomb. What sparked it 
off were Jenkins' remarks in his diocesan newsletter stressing that it is not 
because the grave of Jesus was empty that we know that Jesus has risen from 
the dead. “Maybe it was, maybe it was not", he went on. “As is now perhaps 
alas notorious, I personally do not know whether the grave was empty or not.” 


In any case, he suggested, the empty tomb could not prove, did not establish, 
and might not even mean the resurrection. "The alternative rational and 
plausible explanation that the disciples stole the body was around pretty 
early on", Jenkins continued. “Now, we can multiply various explanations 
which need not call into question the good faith of the disciples, still less 
of probably later generations who actually wrote the gospels. Stories about 
what must have happened because it was so ‘wonderful' spring up spontaneously 
all over the place and throughout all cultures and very rapidly.” 


But the bishop stoutly affirmed his complete belief in the resurrection: "At 
the very best, an empty tomb leaves a question: what is going on here? The 
answer: 'God has raised up Jesus and he is alive for evermore’ depends on the 
encounter of faith, the assurance of faith, and the practice of faith. This 
faith claims that the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is so real 
that it changes our approach to all reality, most notably the absolutely 
certain and basic reality of death. This faith I wholly share.” 


Five days after a report of these Easter reflections appeared in the press, 
Bishop of Norwich Maurice Wood was addressing the local Rotary Club: "If he 
is reported correctly, and if these are his considered views, and if he cannot 
unreservedly preach this Easter weekend that Christ ... rose on the third day, 
according to the scriptures, then sadly I believe he should resign his 
bishopric and return to his academic work.” Two days later, Bishop of 
Peterborough William Westwood joined in: “It is not my job to call on people 
to resign, but if asked I would have to say I think he should resign”. 


As a result, bishops' Easter sermons were subjected to perhaps greater 
scrutiny than usual. Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie maintained the 
high level of diplomatic fence-sitting he has displayed throughout the 
dispute. The stories in the New Testament told of “events sure enough", but 
events which invited faith but did not compel it. As with Runcie's 
contribution to the synod debate in February, which side you thought he was on 
depended on which side you yourself were on, and he was clearly on your side. 


The furore can only to a very limited extent be attributed to Jenkins' lack of 
diplomacy, even though he has a gift for provocative phrases intended to make 
students sit up and think but liable to be misinterpreted by others, and even 
though he seems blissfully unaware of the pressure journalists are under to 
reduce complex arguments to a compass equivalent to the Japanese haiku. What 
he has done is simply bring out into the open a dispute simmering away beneath 
the surface of all denominations. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Letter on Anniversaries this Year" EPS 85.04.95 


[This letter was sent this month to the 303 member denominations of the World 
Council of Churches by Emilio Castro, its general secretary. In a separate 
letter, Castro sent them the text of the “Delhi Declaration", issued earlier 
this year by the heads of the governments of India, Tanzania, Mexico, 
Argentina, Sweden, and Greece (EPS 85.02.02). ] 


I am writing this letter to you at the request of our Executive Committee 
which met in February this year. 1985 marks an important year as _ the 
anniversary of several events which influenced the history of the world. It 
is the 40th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. It is also the 
40th anniversary of the atomic bombing of two Japanese cities. This year we 
also celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, 
representing the aspirations of people all over the world for a new 
international order based on justice and _ peace. It is also the 30th 
anniversary of the Bandung Conference which brought together the 
newly-independent countries of Africa and Asia in their efforts to contribute 
towards peace. 


It is worth recalling that it was in the historical context after the end of 
the Second World War that the churches entered into a covenant relationship in 
the World Council of Churches, and one of the first tasks of the Council was 
to assist in the healing of the wounds of war. The unity of the Church was 
strengthened in the process of helping many churches mend the broken bonds of 
relationship. 


As we observe the 40th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, we 
cannot overlook the wars and conflicts that continue in various parts of the 
world, the heavy toll of human lives, especially this year by famine and 
Starvation, and the ever-increasing dangers posed by the nuclear arms race. 


We know that several of our member churches are planning to observe this 
year's anniversaries. Some will organize special services of remembrance, 
others will write letters to churches in former ‘enemy nations', and others 
still will honour their dead in silence and dedication of their sacrifice to 
the cause of peace. For all, this should be an occasion for rededication to 


the cause of reconciliation and peace. It should also be an occasion for 
strengthening our covenant relationship. Our fellowship which transcends 
national boundaries and political systems should be utilized to foster 
confidence and to destroy enemy images. Our passionate prayers’ should 


strengthen all those who work for peace. 


The Executive Committee has proposed that the Central Committee meeting in 
July/August should issue a statement reaffirming the support of the WCC to the 
United Nations and its agencies. That may be an occasion to reflect again on 
our common tasks in the building of an international community. 


This letter is written in the period after Easter through which God 
victoriously initiated the age of the new creation in Christ. God has set no 
limits to the possibilities that would be given to the Church to reconcile, to 
create, to pioneer to alleviate tensions and to meet every human need with the 
love of the Gospel. But God also calls us to penitence and humility at this 
time. We are thinking very concretely of many of you in situations of actual 
or potential conflict and uphold you in our prayers. May God inspire and 
sustain you as you try to be ambassadors of His peace. Please feel free to 
call upon us to assist in possible ways your plans for observing the 
significance of 1985. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Message on Swapo Anniversary” EPS 85.04.96 


[This message was sent 19 April by World Council of Churches Deputy General 
Secretary Todor Sabev, acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who was 
away from Geneva. Swapo is the principal group seeking Namibian independence 
from South Africa. ] 


On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the founding of Swapo we uphold you 
in our prayers and send you cordial greetings reaffirming the WCC's support 
for the freedom of Namibia and hope for relief of the present suffering of 
your people. 


We recognise that your struggle has entered a new stage with the decision of 
the South African government to form an interim administration for Namibia. 
This move by South Africa is yet another tactic to delay the implementation of 
the UN Security Council Resolution 435, to deny power to the legitimate 
representatives of the people and to perpetrate an open warfare against the 
Namibian population. 


In the face of intensified repressions, arbitrary arrests, detentions and 
killings by South African security forces, we reiterate our solidarity with 


you. May the Risen Lord bless our common efforts for freedom, justice and 
peace. 

EPS 
ECUTEXT: “Peace Tasks of Religious Circles” EPS 85.04.97 


[About 60 religious and scientific representatives from 2/7 countries met in 
Moscow (11-13 February) for the third interfaith Roundtable Conference held in 
the wake of the 1982 World Conference in Moscow on "Religious Workers for 
Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe" (EPS 82.05.62). This 
item is the third and final section of the group's statement. Moderator of 
the February meeting was Paulos Gregorios, Oriental Orthodox metropolitan of 
Delhi. Chairman of the working presidium of the 1982 conference, which 
organized the Roundtable Conference, was Philaret, Eastern Orthodox 
metropolitan of Minsk. Four conference documents - communiqué, statement, 
message to then-Soviet President Konstantin Chernenko, and letter to Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi (as chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement) - were 
distributed by the external church relations department of the [Eastern 
Orthodox] Moscow Patriarchate. ] 


The scientific projections of such phenomena as the nuclear winter have made 
us freshly aware of the scope and magnitude of the global threat facing 
humankind and have convinced us anew of our global responsibility, in 
co-operation between believers and secular people, to bring about a new moral 
order necessary to prevent a nuclear conflagration. 


All major world religions teach justice, love of the neighbour and the 
Sanctity of life. They teach also that genuine peace is peace with 
justice. Instead of allowing the world's resources to be expended on weapons 
of destruction, we urge that they be used to feed the hungry. We must act 
with compassion, work for reconciliation and for liberation from oppression. 


Our first and primary task therefore is education for peace with justice, both 
of ourselves and of our faithful, and beyond, the general public of our 
nations. Education should lead to a change of mentality, from confrontation 
and mistrust to one of friendship, co-operation, confidence and mutual respect. 


(over ) 


Peace Tasks/2 


We pledge ourselves to work together. In our meetings we have found that we 
already share a unity in the goals of peace. Across all geographical, 
political, cultural and ideological barriers, we are able to find fellowship 
and cooperation, for example, the exchange between churches of the USA and the 
USSR. We need to expand this unity to include other religions and also 
secular organizations. We need.to work both informally and programmatically 
with coalitions of people of goodwill, with scientists and _ public 
organizations in order to pool all human resources for the search for peace. 


The proposal by the chief [Muslim] mufti of Syria to establish a special 
commission to search for a world-wide religious-philosophical doctrine of 
peace acceptable to all religions as a means to promote fraternal fellowship 
among all peoples and serve as a basis for a new international order found 
considerable support among us .... 


Some religious communities have included peace and efforts for disarmament as 
a part of their prayers and preaching. As we struggle against these global 
dangers, we have found a new solidarity which helps to overcome conflicts 
which still mar the relationships among religions in some parts of the 
world. At the same time, through this experience, we have become aware that 
the only way to overcome mistrust is to create occasions for dialogue and 
meetings among people and among those in positions of authority in our 
countries. As religious organizations, we should therefore: 


(a) express our support for the renewed dialogue and negotiations between the 
governments of the USA and the USSR; [and] (b) support efforts of peace 
movements promoting ways to limit nuclear armaments through a nuclear freeze, 
through the creation of nuclear-weapons-free zones, through arms limitation 
and reduction agreements, through a comprehensive test ban treaty and other 
such proposals; 


(c) support ongoing organizations and processes which foster dialogue and the 
peaceful resolution of conflicts, such as the Helsinki Process and the United 
Nations Organization ...; 


(d) dispel mistrust and caricature of each other by nations and peoples; 
[and] (e) organize visits of co-religionists between [hostile] countries ...; 


(f) use existing international religious organizations to promote common 
discussion on issues of justice and peace; [and] (g) teach our people that the 
only security that any nation can have is the common security of all nations; 


(h) develop in co-operation with other religious and secular bodies, a 
formulation of the basic principles of a new international moral order founded 
on common human interests and not on narrow national or regional interests; 


(i) disseminate information, in a form that can be grasped by ordinary 
people, on ... studies on the disastrous consequences of a nuclear war; 


(j) produce literary pieces (fiction, short stories, films, dramas) which 
present these data in a compelling form; [and] (k) exert pressure on the media 
in our countries to disseminate accurate information on the disastrous 
consequences of any nuclear war, emphasizing its global aspect. 


May the Spirit that guides the destiny of humanity lead us to peace with 
justice, to freedom and dignity, and to a world without nuclear weapons. 
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The WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism has prepared a booklet on 
its history, What is CWME? A copy is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Andrea Cano, New York-based communication resources officer for the WCC, has 
been named by Good Housekeeping magazine as one of "100 young women of 
promise.” 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life has a report on the second 
world Course for Leadership in Lay Trainin » held earlier this year in 
Tanzania (EPS 85.02.43). A copy is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The regular EPS co deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, there is no 
issue (and so no deadline) the week of 12 May. 


Guest editor for the next issue of EPS is Monique McClellan, producer of the 
ecumenical audio news and feature service Intervox. 


The current issue (no. 34) of the WCC periodical Migration Today is available 
to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. It 
includes articles on migration myths, temporary migration from Egypt, women in 
crisis in Japan, young Muslims in Catholic youth movements, illegal migrant 
workers from Boliva, and school and immigrant children. 


The Society for International Development has announced its 18th World 
Conference for Rome, 1-4 July. Theme of the meeting, which includes some 
church-related presenters, is "World Development: Risks and Opportunities." 

SID describes itself as an “independent, non-governmental organization whose 
purposes are to provide a forum for collection reflection, and to encourage a 


mutually educating dialogue on development at all levels." Its address is 
Palazzo Civilta del Lavoro, EUR, I-00144 Rome. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has the following material available to journalists on request: 


Announcement (25 April) of a 75,000-US-dollar appeal for argicultural 


rehabilitation in Guinea Bissau. 
——— ee ES bIssau. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 
August at Centro Cultural San Martin in central Buenos Aires. Accreditation 


applications and more information about arrangements are available from 
Claudie Perez, WCC Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The deadline for 


accreditation requests is 15 May. 


KIRK ASKED TO EXAMINE ITS Ecumenical Press 
MINISTRY PRACTICE, THEOLOGY Service 85.05.01 


EDINBURGH (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of 
Scotland is being asked to re-examine its understanding and practice of 
ministry in a report which its panel on doctrine proposed for the Kirk's 
general assembly (here, 18-24 May). The report stresses the ministry of all 
the baptized, besides which it identifies two special and complementary 
ministries: the ministry of word and sacrament and the ministry of service. 
“Service is the form in which the gospel proclamation comes; and the good 
news of the gospel is the meaning and content to which the service points”, 
the report says. 


The report questions several aspects of the Kirk's current practice, such as 
having readers authorized to proclaim the word but not to preside at the 
eucharist ( thus dividing word and sacrament), its understanding of the 
diaconate, the role and function of elders, and the ministry of lay 
missionaries. 


Underlining the ministerial significance of baptism, the report states: "The 
practice for too long in too many settings has been to identify '‘'ministry' 
with the words and actions of one person, surrounded by a team of few, with 
the many, often willingly, confined to the passive, subordinate roles of 
observation, reception and support ... Could not much more be done for the 
expansion of ‘baptismal ministries', encouraging the general membership to 
develop gifts, shoulder responsibilities, exercise leadership, and_ to 
interpret their varying expressions of commitment as no less ministry, and no 
less a sharing in Christ's ministry, than those of any other within the body?” 


The report reflects “a growing ecumenical consensus that the ordained ministry 
and the Christian community are entirely interdependent”. It says; "to 
emphasize the significance of baptismal ministries within the ministry of the 
whole people, to repudiate the contrast between ‘clerical’ and 'lay", and to 
assign to ministers of word and sacrament no special status, but the function 
of ensuring that the worship, evangelism and mission of the whole church is 
well-ordered and faithful - all of this is clearly to ask for some new 
priorities, perceptions and practices in ministry relative to the past.” 


The panel of doctrine is also presenting to the assembly a report from its 
working party on parapsychology and the occult reaffirming the Kirk's extreme 
reluctance to encourage exorcism. The assembly is asked to approve a 
recommendation that ministers should be advised “to refrain from carrying out 
any kind of ‘exorcism' except in situations of pastoral emergency and then 
after medical advice and the advice of other ministers." 


EPS 
Church synod questions GDR state security methods 5 EPS 85.05.02 


BERLIN (EPS) - Geneva-based Lutheran World Information reports that at the 
synod of the-.Evangelical [United] Church in Berlin-Brandenburg (14 April), 
several members gave examples of practices by state security representatives 
which interfere with Christian life. Among situations cited were repeated 
questioning of young people on their church activities, and suggestions that 
if they cooperate with state authorities, they will receive advantages in 
terms of education. It was also said that ecumenical contacts have been made 
difficult by the denial of visas, and that problems young Christians have in 
getting into state higher educational institutions continue. 
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NONVIOLENT STRATEGIES ARE Ecumenical Press 
BRAZIL CHURCH-LABOUR LINK Service 85.05.03 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based "“Latinamerica Press". ] 


SAO PAULO (EPS/Stephen T. De Mott) - Sectors of the church and key labour 
organizations are turning to the principles of non-violent action in their 
struggle for a more just Brazilian society. In recent years, a 100-billion 
US-dollar foreign debt, rising unemployment, and widespread hunger and 
homelessness have caused social violence in Brazil to grow more severe. This 
is notably true here, one of the most dangerous cities in the world. 


The country's recent return to civilian government appears to be a positive 
step towards greater social justice, but the Roman Catholic archbishop here, 
Paulo Evaristo Cardinal Arns, says he is “more worried than optimistic” about 
his country's future stability. An outspoken advocate of non-violence, Arns 
is concerned that the civilian government that assumed power last 15 March 
after 21 years of military rule may offer too little too late. "Whoever walks 
on the outskirts of our cities or enters the slums in the centre of Sao Paulo, 
or who can still look with compassion at the faces of our children begging for 
money, knows that Brazil is reaching the limit of its physical and 
psychological endurance", Arns wrote in his weekly newspaper column. 


Brazilian church and labour leaders emphasize that there are many kinds of 
violence, and that long before the poor rise up in revolutionary struggle they 
live for generations under the oppression of institutionalized violence: 
hunger, homelessness, unemployment, lack of health care and education and 
exclusion from political participation. 


A leader in the Brazilian non-violent movement is Angélico Sandalo, auxiliary 
bishop for the Sao Paulo archdiocese's Sao Miguel region: "There is police 
violence and there is the violence of the discriminatory and dictatorial 
military regime imposed on us in 1964, which still has power, and under which 
thousands of persons were tortured and killed. Now we are creating a new 
consciousness that it is necessary to shed blood. Not the blood of other 
persons, but our own", Sandalo said in a recent interview. Influenced by 
figures like Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, the non-violent movement 
in Brazil had its origins in the 1960s in working-class struggles for a just 
wage and humane living and working conditions. 


"Violence is a result of some having too much while others have too little", 
says Mario Carvalho de Jesus, the 65-year-old founder of Brazil's National 
Worker's Front (FNT). Carvalho, one of the best-known non-violent activists 
in Brazil, was instrumental in persuading an ecumenical group of church 
leaders to found the Service of Justice and Non-violence in 1978. Lt 
promotes and coordinates non-violent action in Brazil, and works closely with 
the Service of Peace and Justice (SERPAJ), directed by Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, with offices in 12 Latin American countries. 
Carvalho, a devout Christian, believes the church has a long way to go before 
it will fully live the ideals of non-violent activism. "In the church we 
have two kinds of pastors", he says, “apostles, who are few, and bureaucrats, 
who are many. The bureaucrats make beautiful speeches, but they are never 
ready to take a stand in favour of the poor.” Carvalho believes religious 
expressions like “faith, hope and charity” have lost their impact. His 
movement has coined the term “relentless persistence”. He says it better 
describes the Christian ideals of peace, justice and love, and is preferable 
to the term “non-violence”. 
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CHURCH REPS SEE FEW GAINS FOR Ecumenical Press 
NATIVE CANADIANS AT MEETING Service 85.05.04 


[This item is abridged and adapted from the May "United Church Observer”, ] 


OTTAWA (EPS/Mary Rose Donnelly) - A religious optimism buoyed the opening of 
the First Ministers' Conference to define Native rights in the Canadian 
constitution — the third in as many years - but when talks were concluded, 
religious leaders agreed that Native people went home with no measurable gains. 


John Olthuis, a consultant for Project North, an interchurch Native rights 
advocacy group, assessed the third conference as continuing a tradition. Sit 
seems like at each conference it's a question of the native people battling to 
come out of it in the position they came into it", he said. 


There was no doubt, however, that the conference started on the right track. 
John Amagoalik, of the Inuit Committee on National Issues, talked of the 
pervading "spirit of reconciliation", uncharacteristic of preceding 
conferences, which were marked by distrust and intransigence. A new federal 
government sitting at the negotiating table did not carry with it the history 
of the Liberals' assimilation policies. Prime Minister Brian Mulroney said 
“it is through self-government that a people can maintain a sense of pride and 
self-worth." 


However, most of the provinces could agree to entrench only a weak form of 
self-government in the constitution, which would include a non-binding 
agreement to negotiate the details, thereby impoverishing the right of 
practical application. As talks went on in secret, government people 
hammered out a proposal that essentially sidelined the Native people. 


The Native people gave four of their “observer” seats to the churches through 
Project North. At a news conference prior to the negotiations, the church 
representatives urged the federal government to go beyond its proposal and 
entrench the enforceable right of self-government in the constitution, while 
ensuring that aboriginal governments have a sufficient land and resource base. 


The United Church of Canada representative at the conference, Ryk Allen, sat 
with the Native people. He described the conference as a step backward. 
None of the churches' objectives were met in the negotiations, he said, and 
“there are no rights that they are walking away from here with which would be 
constitutional”. 


Canadian Anglican Primate Ted Scott said the result was not unexpected, but he 
remains optimistic that there is some lingering good will. “I think there 
may have been some learning in the careful way in which the Native groups set 
forth their positions at the end", Scott said. Though nothing was made 
concrete, he believes the western provinces showed more recognition than in 
the past of the inherent right of Native people to self-government. 


Native people proved their capacity to come to just, negotiated agreements 
among themselves at this conference, said Project North Director Karmel 
Taylor-McCullum, referring to hitherto divisive sexual equality sections of 
the Indian Act. 


With self-government negotiations at an impasse, Mulroney closed by granting 
the Inuit leaders' request for a two-month period to consult with their people 
and called for a resumption of talks when negotiators for the federal, 
provincial and territorial governments meet with Native leaders this month. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
MAINTAINS STATUS QUO Service 85.05.05 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


JERUSALEM (EPS/Steve Rodan) - In a corner of the church, Roman Catholics 
prepared for Easter. Several feet away, Greek Orthodox planned to celebrate 
Palm Sunday. So, last 7 April Roman Catholics started services at 8.30 in 
the morning, marched three times around the rotunda, then quickly broke up to 
make way for the Greek Orthodox, who were followed by Armenians, Copts, Syrian 
Orthodox, and Ethiopians. On many Easters, the various groups, whose 
services overlap, end up trying to outshout each other. Roman Catholics, 
however, have the edge in volume. They use an organ. 


Welcome to the church of the Holy Sepulchre, traditionally thought to be the 
site of the death of Christ, whose followers fight a never-ending battle of 
nerves over control of one of Christianity's holiest places. 


For centuries, five groups have shared this ancient church in an arrangement 
that covers virtually everything found in it. The cathedral rotunda is 
controlled by the Greek Orthodox, the north part of the gallery by the Roman 
Catholics, the south part of the gallery by the Armenians. Each of the 
chapels has an _ owner. Even the pillars have a claimant. Sometimes 
arrangements are made whereby, for example, the Armenians own a pillar but 
allow the Copts to hang an icon on it. 


The arrangement is called the “status quo”, formulated in 1852 under the 
Ottoman Empire. It brought to an end centuries of squabbles and intrigues 
when the rights to the church were passed among the five. For more than 130 
years, the groups have ended most of their disputes simply by referring to the 


Status quo. “You have a division of space, time and use", said Daniel 
Rossing, head of Christian relations for the Israeli Ministry of Religious 
Affairs. “Who has the right to officiate; who has the right to repair; who 


has the right to clean; who has the right to [burn] incense.” 


Still, status quo left much unclear. One example; a wall attached to an 
Armenian-owned column had to be torn down to reinforce the pillar. The wall, 
however, is also attached to a chapel used by the Copts. A dispute arose 
over who was responsible for the project. At the same time, a new dispute 
arose, The new column is about four inches smaller than the original, 
leaving a space between that and the chapel wall. The dispute then centred 
over who owns the space. é 


Repairs of common property such as the ceiling are left unfinished because of 
disputes over jurisdiction. The problem is sometimes compounded when 
contractors are forced to tear down adjacent areas to make repairs on the 
deteriorating structure. Also unresolved is the question of style. 


In some cases, Israel provides a solution. So, for the repair of the column, 
Israel agreed to foot the bill. The government has also obtained permission 
from the five to install lighting and rope-off a three-foot-deep pit near 
several ancient tombs. 


Most agree relations between the five have grown less tense over the years. 
But for the five, there is no thought of change to foster more than the 
extremely limited cooperation that now exists. 
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FINNISH LUTHERAN RESEARCH SUGGESTS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH DOING WELL IN RECENT YEARS Service 85.05.06 


[This item is adapted from material (22 April) from the Finnish Church 
Information Centre. ] 


HELSINKI (EPS) - The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) has been 
doing well. That conclusion can be drawn from a 400-page report covering the 
years 1980-83 issued by the SELK research centre. The denomination, which 
counts 4.3 million members, about 90 percent of the Finnish population, 
conducts such a comprehensive survey every four years. Centre Director Harri 
Heino says the social climate has become more favourable towards the church 
and that interest in religion has grown stronger in Finland. Nevertheless, 
the process of secularization has continued. 


The increase in religiosity can be partly explained by the fact that active 
church members have increased their activeness. Fewer and fewer people are 
now considering leaving the church, though the number who left increased to 
23,330 in 1984 compared with 13,072 in 1983, a rise attributed at least in 
part to the SELK synod's decision in May 1984 not to change the SELK ban on 
female pastors. It was the second highest departure number since the Freedom 
of Religion Act came into force in 1923. 


During the four years of the study the church received increasing publicity in 
the media. There are also signs that there has been an improvement in the 
traditionally cool relations between the church and the labour movement. 
Within the church, revival movements have assumed greater influence. Finns' 
religious life has also taken on a more international character, which is 
visible in the effect of international currents and in the considerable rise 
in funds available for the church's foreign aid and missions work. 


Mysticism now interests more Finns than before, with the Orthodox Church 
receiving the most attention, though the trend is still for fewer Lutherans to 
become Orthodox than vice-versa. The greatest subject of concern and 
criticism is worship. The "Found It” campaign of 1981 increased the number 
of worshippers only temporarily. 


Baptism, confirmation, marriage and funeral rites retained an important 
position. During the 1980-83 period the church baptized about 91.5 percent 
of infants. In 1983, 92.1 percent of the nation's 15-year-olds attended 
confirmation school. This means that practically all young Lutherans were 
confirmed. Of couples entitled to a church wedding, 91.6 percent chose this 
form of marriage. The figure for the entire population was 86 percent. One 
percent of funerals were conducted outside church auspices. 


On an average Sunday, worship services were attended by 2.8 percent of all 
congregation members (including children) in 1983. The corresponding figure 
four years earlier was 3 percent. Music and other worship services attracted 
slightly more participants, 3./ percent. A considerably larger number of 
Finns, 12 percent of adults, attended worship services or other comparable 
events at least once a month. Those attending such services at least once a 
year totalled 66 percent of the population. 


SELK has a total of 16,760 permanent employees and workers, an increase of 15 
percent during the period. The largest personnel group consisted of cemetery 
and gardening staff, a fifth of the total. The second-largest group included 
caretakers and those involved in work with children. Pastors (male) and 
theologians (female) were 9 percent of all employees. 
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Canadian church union talks terminated EPS 85.05.07 
TORONTO (EPS) - Conversations about uniting the United Church of Canada and 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada were called off after nearly 
a decade. Disciples Regional Minister W. Ray Miles said the decision reflects 
“the mood of the church at large." Besides some Disciples' fears of being 
swallowed up by the much larger UCC, unresolved issues related to baptism, the 
role of laypeople at the Lord's Supper, and congregational government. 


Mexican RC bishops ask state recognition EPS 85.05.08 
MEXICO CITY (EPS) - Mexico's Roman Catholic bishops called for restoration of 


rights denied Roman Catholics here 70 years ago. The bishops met (16-18 
April) and asked changes in parts of the Mexican constitution which forbid 
church “terrestrial activities" in connection with politics and education. 
Though no church group is recognized as a legal entity, the constitution does 


mandate freedom of religion. "The church does not want to interfere in 
politics, but merely to be recognized", said one bishop. 
Belgian Protestants decline papal invitation EPS 85.05.09 


MALINES (Belgium) (EPS) - The synod council of the United Protestant Church of 
Belgium declined to take part in ecumenical worship here (18 May) during Pope 
John Paul's visit to Belgium. The council said many in its 100 congregations 
Oppose participation because it might give the impression the pope is the 
“head of all Christendom". The council also criticized visits in which the 
“pope alone is in the centre". Plans for him to visit shrines dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and to pray at tombs “have little to do with Protestant 
spirituality," the council said. It added it hopes its decision will “in no 
way cause our ecumenical relations to deteriorate.” 


Spanish Evangelical national synod to meet EPS 85.05.10 
MALAGA (Spain) (EPS) — The national synod of the Spanish Evangelical Church is 
to meet here (5-8 June). On the agenda are three themes - the denomination's 


identity, its presence in the wider Protestant community, and its attitude 
toward contemporary problems. 


French ecumenical statement on New Caledonia EPS 85.05.11 
PARIS (EPS) - The permanent council of the Roman Catholic bishops and the 
office of the Protestant Federation of France issued (23 April) a joint 
statement urging politicians to “truly take account of the interests of the 
communities living in New Caledonia, and to avoid all exploitation ... of the 
situation ... for partisan ends.” Representatives of the native people 
(Kanaks) of the French South Pacific territory are cdlling for independence, 
which is opposed by leaders of Europeans there. The French church statement 
calls the situation in New Caledonia “the business of all French". 


Church aid sent to Canadian Indian band EPS 85.05.12 
SPOKANE (Washington/US) (EPS) - A convoy with supplies for a community food 
store was scheduled to go from here to the Lubicon Lake Band of Cree Indians 
at Little Buffalo Lake in the Canadian province of Alberta (13-15 April). The 
effort, sponsored here by local Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Reformed, 
and ecumenical representatives, was supported by the Interreligious Foundation 
for Community Organization, New York. IFCO National Director Lucius Walker 
said the Indians were threatened with destruction of their way of life, 
culture, and livelihood by the “combined power" of governments and large US 
and Canadian energy companies whose “extensive oil development ... has 
destroyed the [Indians'] hunting, trapping, and subsistence economy." The 
band's sitauation has also received attention from the World Council of 
Churches (EPS 84.02.52.); commissioners of its Programme to Combat Racism were 
scheduled to help deliver the food to the Indians. 
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Japanese, Taiwanese denominations sign covenant EPS 85.05.13 


TAIPEL (EPS) - Representatives of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan) and the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan signed (here, 11 April) a 
covenant. It replaces a 1963 mission agreement, and reflects Kyodan 


expressions of contrition for past Japanese indifference or insensitivity to 
Taiwanese concerns. 


Japanese ecumenical council gets new general secretary EPS 85.05.14 
TOKYO (EPS) - The National Christian Council of Japan has a new general 


secretary, ("Jim") Maejima Munetoshi. He succeeds Shoji Tsutomu, who, after 
six years in the post, is becoming a professor of missiology at Tsurukawa 
Rural Institute. New NCCJ moderator, also named at the 29th NCCJ General 
Assembly, earlier this year, is Kunihiro Satoh, president of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Japan. 


Canadian, US RC bishops criticize US aid to Nicaraguan rebels EPS 85.05.15 
OTTAWA (EPS) - In a letter to Canadian External Affairs Minister Joe Clark, 
Remi De Roo, Roman Catholic bishop of Victoria, says Canada should "publicly 
oppose all forms of foreign intervention” in Nicaragua, “including support for 
the contras", the group fighting the government there. De Roo wrote on behalf 
of the Roman Catholic bishops' social affairs commission, of which he is 
president. Separately, Washington Roman Catholic Archbishop James Hickey, 
speaking to a US congressional subcommittee (17 April) on behalf of the social 
development and world peace committee of the US Catholic Conference, called US 
aid to the contras "illegal and ... immoral”. His testimony, written by New 
York Archbishop John O'Connor, who chairs the committee, noted “significant 
accomplishments" of the Nicaraguan government, as well as church-state- 
relations problems on which "we have as yet seen no evidence of constructive 
[Nicaraguan government] action." 


Pope criticizes Godard film EPS 85.05.16 
ROME (EPS) - In a letter on Pope John Paul's behalf, Vatican Secretary of 


State Agostino Cardinal Casaroli says the recent film by Jean-Luc Godard, "Je 
vous salue, Marie" ("Hail Mary"), “profoundly hurts the religious sentiments 
of believers, and the respect due to sacred things and the figure of Mary.” 

The film has been both praised and opposed by church people in other countries. 


Nepalese evangelists reported arrested BPS S9,0501/ 
KATHMANDU (EPS) - Twenty-four Christians, 14 of them associated with Youth 


with a Mission (YM), were reported last month by YM to have been arrested in 
Nepal on charges of illegally spreading Christianity. Hindus who convert to 
Christianity or Islam in Nepal are liable to prison sentences. All _ the 
Christians in question are reported to be of Buddhist background. 


Vanuatu reported ‘slowly recovering' from cyclones EPS 85.05.18 
PORT VILA (Vanuatu) (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu reports that 


the Pacific island nation is "slowly recovering from the three cyclones which 
hit in mid-January." The denomination reports that its Bible college and 
training farm are “being cleared up and receiving necessary repairs." 


Liberation theologian Boff says he will continue EPS 85.05.19 
BONN (EPS) - In the wake of Vatican criticism of his 1981 book, "Church, 


Charism, and Power", Brazilian liberation theologian Leonardo Boff says he 
expects to continue his work. In a statement issued here, Boff said his views 
had not been judged “heretical, schismatic, or profane", and that his work 
“need not be interrupted".° Boff says he accepts that the Vatican can “assess 
and even reject” the efforts of Roman Catholic theologians. 


EPS 


Germans set up Orthodox theological institute EPS 85.05.20 
MUNICH (EPS) - The Bavarian government and the university here are setting up 
an Institute for Orthodox Theology, said to be the first such in West Europe. 


Hungarian Lutherans set up study centre EPS 85.05.21 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - The Lutheran Church in Hungary has announced a new Academic 
Theological Society to consider, among other things, relations with other 
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, Jews, and Marxists. The 
announcement coincided with the awarding last month of 10 honorary doctorates 
to church representatives from FRG, Austria, Tanzania, India, US, and 
Czechoslovakia, including World Council of Churches Moderator Heinz—Joachim 
Held, and Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Carl Mau. 


Chinese academic questions Marx's religion view EPS: 85', 05222 


BEIJING (EPS) - Zhou Fusan, deputy secretary of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, says the view that "religion is an opium of the spirit is not 
scientific, is not complete." Rather, Zhou told a meeting of the Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference, 35 years experience with religion 
in the People's Republic of China shows it is “necessary and possible to unite 
the religious believers of every nationality to jointly build socialism." 


African church human rights session planned EPS 85.05.23 


--DAKAR. (EPS) - African church leaders are expected to meet here in December to 
examine African human-rights issues. The meeting is sponsored by the 
Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Finnish religious holidays likely to be moved back EPS 85.05.24 
HELSINKI (EPS) - The Finnish government is expected to introduce legislation 
to return Epiphany and Ascension Day to their traditional calendar places - 6 
January and the sixth Thursday after Easter - in Finland. The celebrations 
were moved to Saturdays in the early 1970s, at the Suggestion of labour 
organizations and with approval of the synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church in Finland. Two years ago, the church synod asked that the days be 
moved back, and made national holidays. Labour groups oppose the change if 
the days are national holidays, since they favour more, but not fixed, days 
off. 


Kenya plans compulsory religious studies EPS 85.05.25 
NAIROBI (EPS) - Teaching of religion in schools is to be compulsory in Kenya 
from next year. Representatives of the National-Council of Churches, the 


Roman Catholic bishops, and the Muslim community have applauded the change. 


Finnish, Swiss church reps support alternative service EPS 85.05.26 


BERNE/HELSINKI (EPS) - Swiss church representatives, in an ecumenical 
memorandum, are supporting civilian service as an occasional alternative to 
the rule that all Swiss males are liable for military service. Another 
version of that proposal was massively defeated by Swiss voters in February 
1984, In Finland, the church and society committee of the Evangelical- 
Lutheran Church has proposed some changes in Finnish law to broaden 
possibilities for alternative service. 


East German church Synod supports alternative service EPS 85.05.27 


DRESDEN (EPS) - The synod of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran and 
United] Churches in the [East] German Democratic Republic reiterated its 
Support for an option for non-military, social service, for conscientious 
objectors to military service. The synod also suggested those who exercise 
the current option for unarmed, but military, service be allowed to work on 
non-military projects such as disaster relief and environmental protection. 


EPS 


NEST elects president EPS 85.05.28 


BEIRUT (EPS) - Wanis A. Semaan was unanimously elected by the board of 
managers of the Near East School of Theology here as NEST president. Semaan 
has been a NEST faculty member since 1970, and has most recently been its dean 
and deputy president. NEST is sponsored by the National Evangelical Synod of 
Syria and Lebanon, Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East, 
Lutheran Church in Jordan, and the Jerusalem diocese of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East. Semaan was acting 
president for more than a year, 


Amnesty International in India gets first Christian chairman Lip Gln. 20 
BANGALORE (EPS) - M.A. Thomas, founder of the Ecumenical Christian Centre 


here, is the new chairman of the Indian affiliate of London-based Amnesty 


International. Thomas is the first Christian chairman of the organization in 
mostly Hindu India. 


Italian ecumenism EPS 85.05.30 
ROME (EPS) - The Waldensian news service in Italy reports representatives of 

the Waldensian-Methodist and Lutheran denominations in Italy met together to 
work out how the two could better cooperate. Also, the Waldensian-Methodist 
and Baptist newspapers have decided to exchange material, and include a 
representative of the other on their editorial boards. 


US Lutheran study shows many factors affect worship attendance EPS,,8).09 631 
PHILADELPHIA (EPS) - When Lutheran Church in America researchers noted 95 


congregations with exceptional growth in worship attendance (up 40 percent or 
more), they decided to find out if they could discover common characteristics 
among them. They couldn't. They found instead a great variety in location, 
settings, styles of ministry, and parish programs. Though pastoral leadership 
seemed important, no single leadership style was common to the congregations. 
Over-all in the LCA, worship attendance declined slightly in 1980-83. 


UCC conference ministers oppose US Central America military aid EPS” 60% 05.32 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The 39 conference (regional) ministers of the United 
[Reformed] Church of Christ have sent a strongly worded pastoral letter 
opposing US military aid in Central America. The letter was also signed by 
the denomination's national staff executives. 


UCC board adopts civil disobedience policy EPS..85..05.33 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The world ministries board of the United [Reformed] Church of 
Christ has adopted a set of guidelines for employee civil disobedience. The 
board adopted an interim policy of support for “individual [non-violent] acts 
of conscience” if the employee is prepared to accept consequences of the civil 
disobedience, and if he or she has made serious efforts to change government 
laws and policies. Deferred for further consideration was a proposed section 
on civil disobedience by the board as a corporate entity. 


Coptic Orthodox warn on excommunicated priest £ EPS 85.05.34 
GENEVA (EPS) - The priest in Switzerland of the Coptic [Egyptian Oriental] 


Orthodox Church says an excommunicated priest is travelling in Europe under 
the name "Bishop Mickdil"”. He warns, following a telephone call from Coptic 
Pope Shenouda, that "this person does not represent our church at all.” 


Ecumenical tourism coalition committee meets EP an I. U6 a 
NAIROBL (EPS) - The executive committee of the Bangkok-based Ecumenical 


Coalition on Third World Tourism (EPS 85.04.76), was scheduled to meet here 
this month (29 April-1 May) as guests of the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Théo Buss: "Ecumenical Visit to France” EPS--85-05-36 


[Buss, editor of SOEPI, a French-language counterpart to EPS, was part of an 
ecumenical team which visited France in March (EPS 85.04.29). This item is 
abridged. It was translated by the WCC language service. ] 


The visit by the ‘ecumenical pilgrims' was reported by the local newspapers 
and radio in some of the regions they visited, although at that time the media 
were more concerned with the local _ elections. This year marks’ the 
tercentenary of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, and the prominence 
being given to the anniversary by the French Protestant churches is typical of 
the rather cool ecumenical climate in the country. Ecumenical relations are 
not completely frozen, indeed there are many active local ecumenical groups, 
but one can sense that the Catholic hierarchy has applied the brakes. 


Ecumenically speaking, it was the three members of the team who visited the 
east of the country who met with the most relaxed ecumenical situation, 
probably because of the particular historical and social situation of the 
church in Alsace, Lorraine and the Montbéliard region. They were able to 
visit a number of parishes, meet parish councils and take part in worship and 
they found the churches interested in ecumenical co-operation and engaged in 
inter-denominational projects. They were welcomed by various regional church 
authorities and took part in ecumenical meetings and a France-Third World 
weekend besides meeting students from the Faculty of Protestant Theology in 
Strasburg and visiting the Peugeot factory, where they had a discussion on the 
churches' responsibility in relation to unemployment. 


In a discussion on the falling attendance at church services they spoke of the 
personal responsibility of the individual Christian in evangelism. They 
suggested that French history and the religious persecutions that have marked 
it need to be re-read and re-examined with a view to applying the great 
principles of the gospel to the world of today, instead of looking to the past. 


At Exoudun the team member from Madagascar attended a regional women's meeting 
on ‘Time’. In Poitiers they joined one thousand people in the church of 
Saint Hilaire in prayer for unity. The socialist mayor invited local church 
representatives to the town hall for the first time. 


When the nine members of the full team met in Paris to evaluate their visit, 
the three members who had visited the west -said that the Reformed felt 
overwhelmed by the Catholic majority. They met people who knew nothing about 
the World Council of Churches. The most painful problem in the region is 
unemployment. The memory of past hostilities and divisions is still very 


much alive in the minds of the Protestants and this is an obstacle to 
ecumenisn. 


The three members of the team which visited the south found a Protestant 
church deeply marked by history: the dragooning of the Huguenots, the 
Camisard war and confrontation with the Catholic church, They also met some 
very active ecumenical groups on their visit, however. In many cases they 
were received as the 'BEM group' from the title of the Faith and Order 
document on ‘Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry’ which has irritated many 
Protestants here because they see it as drifting towards Catholicism. The 
group found the greatest openness towards ecumenism in Nimes, where the 
Protestant minority is as much as seven percent of the population, but at the 
same time a meeting between local priests and pastors gave them a glimpse of 
the ground that still has to be covered in relation to the ministry. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Lukas Vischer: "Reformation for the Reformed" EPS 85.05.37 


[Vischer is director for ecumenism of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed 
and Methodist] Churches in Switzerland, and moderator of the theological 
studies department of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 
This item is excerpted from the March issue of “Reformed World". ] 


.--.- Are the Reformed churches in a position today to make [their] contribution 
to the ecumenical movement? Are they an adequate instrument for this task? 
Are they convincing advertisements for the ethos supposedly characteristic of 
them? The answer ... obvious .... The Reformed churches fall far short of 
the witness their tradition requires them to bear. However strongly they 
would wish to endorse the ecumenical movement, it is by no means evident that 
they are constructive partners in the dialogue and in co-operation with other 
churches. If they are to perform their mission in the ecumenical movement, 
they must undergo a process of self-correction and renewal. ... 


The first and most important requisite for participating constructively in the 
ecumenical movement is a sense of the church's catholicity and universality. 
For the Reformed churches this has to be axiomatic, in the light of their 
origin, but it is a very different picture that their present condition 
presents. It is far from axiomatic that the Reformed churches live within 
the horizon of the one holy church which God "out of the whole human race from 
the beginning of the world to its end ... gathers, protects and preserves for 
Himself in the unity of the true faith" (Heidelberg Catechism Q54). Despite 
the original purpose of the Reformation they have developed into a 
denomination. As a result they have to some extent lost their sense both of 
catholicity in time and of catholicity in space: of catholicity in time 
because the Reformed tradition grew in importance and pushed the tradition of 
the one church throughout the centuries increasingly into the background: of 
catholicity in space, because confessional sef-consciousness distorted their 
view of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in other churches. 


But may not the problem lie at a deeper level? May it not be that the 
Reformed churches have to some extent lost their sense of the church's 
catholicity because they have to some extent lost their sense of the meaning 
and the role of the church itself as such? All the emphasis was placed by 
the Reformers on the need for the message of salvation to be audible. It was 
this consideration which largely determined their criticism of the church in 
their day. Under no circumstances was the proclamation of salvation to be 
hindered by the church and its tradition. The constantly renewed reminders 
of the priority of the message over the church could easily lead in the end to 
minimizing the importance of church membership. ... The church as_ the 
overarching fellowship retires into the background. The ground is already 
prepared ... for a certain individualizing of faith, a trend which 
developments in succeeding centuries would only intensify still more. 


The ecumenical movement confronts the Reformed churches, therefore, with the 
need to achieve a deeper understanding and awareness of the significance of 
the church as the fellowship of believers. What does it signify that God 
"gathers, protects and preserves” the church throughout the centuries? That 
the church existed before us, therefore, and will presumably still continue to 
exist after us? What does it signify that in our faith in Jesus Christ we 
are surrounded and upheld by the church? What authority can the church 
claim? What obedience do we owe to the church? The root of almost all the 
difficulties by which the Reformed churches are confronted in the ecumenical 
movement is their failure to pay sufficient attention to these questions in 
their theology and, above all in their practice. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: “Our Just God" EPS 85.05.38 


[Fung is evangelism secretary for the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from the April WCC "Evangelism Newsletter”. ] 


.. The covenant binds God and humanity together by mutual accountability. ... 
God is duty-bound to listen to the human cry, or he risks being unjust. 
Salvation is freely offered because he has promised it to us. For that we can 
be grateful, but we do not have to be. At least not in the manner of beggars 
towards their charitable benefactors. Instead we lay claim to God's attention 
in the name of justice: “You have promised." And then, we would see cause for 
deeper gratitude as we come to understand how God has allowed himself to be 
held for ransom. For the crux of the matter is that God did not have to come 
into a covenantal relationship with human kind at all. He could just as well 
command and exact our adoration and obedience without binding himself. 


But he did. And once he did, there is no turning back. God is bound to us. 
From then on, God becomes vulnerable not only to the constraining urges of 
love, but the covenantal demands of justice. Having freely chosen to enter 
into a binding relationship with human kind, God's dealing with us is no 
longer, if I may use a bureaucratic expression, discretionary. He has volun- 
teered to subject himself to covenantal control. And he did pay up according 
to the covenant, all the way to the cross. ... 


As for us, the other party to the covenant, the same in a strange way applies. 
We are considered just because we have made ourselves accountable to God. 
"Abraham. believed Yahweh, and it was credited to him as justice" (Genesis 
15/6). “God reveals his justice at the present time, so that he is just him- 
self and justifies him who believes in Jesus." God, in ... making himself 
accountable to us, makes it possible for us to be accountable to him. In... 
concrete manifestation of his commitment to justice, God makes it possible for 
us to be called just. And if God considers us just, we are just indeed. 


This covenant of Sinai on which I start and base my argument is not an iso- 
lated event, it was linked with the more ancient covenant concluded by Abraham 
(Genesis 15) and was renewed subsequently at certain crucial turning points in 
Old Testament Jewish history. It found fulfilment in the New Testament period 
as Yahweh entered into a new covenant with a new people, a covenant made more 
perfect than the partriarchal, Mosaic and Davidic covenants by the seal of the 
cross. The covenant event dominates all religious thought in the Old Testament 
and acquires an unparallelled fullness in the New. I propose that it is this 
event we can point to in our claim that God is just. The biblical centrality 
of the covenant event puts justice at the very heart of the Christian faith. 


I am therefore glad that "justice" is so very much part of the Christian 
agenda, occupying as it does such a central place in our thinking. Understood 
as accountability, biblical justice is a profound expression of biblical love. 
And this expression is helpful to our mission involvement... Love, to be satis-— 
fying, let's not speak of caricatures, requires positive response, but does 
not enjoy the right to demand it. But accountability, for its fulfilment, 
does not require reciprocity. One simply does what one has agreed. But ac~ 
countability fulfilled does give one the right to challenge the other, without 
threat, without shame: "I've done my part. Have you done yours?” The mission 
enterprise needs the availability of such challenge - from God to us, among 
the churches and between ourselves and our neighbours. But practically, is 
accountability adequate as a measurement of justice? I believe it is. It 
gives content to the abstract concept of justice. It judges and challenges 
each and every structure with the question "Is it accountable?” ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/D. G. Lewis: "Reflections on the Welsh Church Census" EPS 85.05.39 


[Lewis is a priest of the [Anglican] Church in Wales. This item appeared in 
the May issue of "The Welsh Churchman”, ] 


The last census was in 1851 which Kitson Clark describes as ‘one of the most 
important documents of the nineteenth century'. Many were shocked to know 
that even then more than half the population of England and Wales never 
attended churches. Some argued that the census was not accurate, for how 
could a nation which sent out missionaries to all parts of the British Empire 
not be a Christian nation at home? It was not considered wise for ‘mission 
overseas' to ... ‘mission at home’ was not as secure as some had assumed. 


It was only in 1982 we had the first census for Wales known as ‘Prospects for 
Wales from a census of the churches in 1982'. As in 1851, the reliability of 
this census has been questioned, but remains as a guide which helps us go 
beyond statistics. It does not shock us aS we accept decline more readily 
than Christians did in 185l. "Mission overseas’ and ‘mission at home" are 
now partners in mission so that there is not the same need to convince the 
outside world that we are a great Christian nation. 


Compared with 1851 the present census shows a dramatic decline in church- 
going, although spiritual depth and commitment cannot be measured. The 
census does not make any sociological assessment but we can ask how this 
census, even with its shortcomings, could affect our attitude towards mission 
in Wales today. 


The census shows a slight increase in the number of children who attend 
churches in recent years. This should give the churches hope to ask what 
kind of Christian education is given to children and their families. It is 
through the church's care for children that many adults have returned to renew 
their commitment. ... 


The census reminds us of the large number of older people who attend churches, 
but how are they to be used in the mission of the church for they also are 
‘members of one body'? This is an area which demands as much sensitivity and 
imagination as with children and young people. Some churches have started 
senior citizens groups which are more ecumenical and less introspective than 
more traditional church groups. These have helped some older people to 
return to the churches and increased their sense of mission to the communities 
in which they live. Older people must not be seen as redundant Christians 
but they need to be challenged in what they do as members of one body. 


From the census it is clear that in all churches in Wales there is a shortage 
of men even after the age of 65. What a distorted image this must present of 
the family of God to a nation where already many families have been wrecked. 
We need a ministry to men which can help to restore their faith in a church 
which is not only for children and old women but also for men as members of 
one Body. So many men have accepted a role as 'unemployed' in the life of 
the churches and see the churches as ‘uneconomic pits' without any future. 
This must have a great effect on the leadership of the churches and on the 
witness of Christians in their own local communities. We must not accept 
this as a sad but inevitable trend in our society today. We have accepted 
too much on these grounds already. 


Is the mission of the church to a secular Wales a priority even in our schemes 
for unity? The census points in many directions to death but do we see any 
Signs of resurrection? ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kathrin Hess: “Pastor, Woman, Mother” EPS 85.05.40 


[This item appeared in the April-May issue of the Swiss church magazine “Terre 
Nouvelle”. It was translated from the French by the WCC language service. 
Hess lives in Locarno in the Italian-speaking part of Switzerland. ] 


"Pastor - Woman — Mother": Those three words are engraved on the back of a 
brooch given me by one of our parishioners. To be those three persons and 
have those three roles is not as easy a matter as the inscription on that 
piece of jewellery might lead one to believe? The brooch is in the form of a 
bunch of camellias which radiate harmony. I wonder if I show the same sort of 
harmony in my daily performance of my three roles. 


... After a rather difficult start and many vicissitudes, I finally gained 
admission to the faculty to study theology. Then I married a fellow-student, 
which did not seem to me incompatible with the sort of life I had chosen. ... 
I had to sit my graduation examination while pregnant. I could not hide the 
fact of my pregnancy as I was expecting sturdy twins. My family and friends 
were very kind and helpful, and I was able to begin my work and continue my 
Cle weine. | oes 


All these factors prevented me from throwing myself 100 percent into each one 
of my particular roles. .-.- Forced to combine several roles at a time in a 
judicious mixture, ... I cannot identify exclusively with any one of them. 


Each of my roles is complete in itself and I am involved in all aspects of 
them. When I look around me and ask others for advice, I am often told 
firmly that my role as mother should take precedence. When people speak of 
motherhood in that way, they are thinking of a commitment which is permanent 
and unlimited. But I have also heard the same thing said about the work of 
the pastor! Church authorities prefer to appoint pastors who are, as they 
see it, entirely at their disposal. 


That sort of absolute commitment is being more and more called into 
question. It is based on a conception which views the individual as a whole 
at the beck and call of the community and does not take account of people as 
individual persons. 


The constant switching of role which my life demands has led me to a different 


idea of what being a whole person is. Being a whole person, which can also 
be described as ‘having an identity’, replaces above all that absolute 
commitment to a particular function. The supreme model of that personal 


identity is Jesus Christ, who himself had to perform his ministry and remain 
faithful to it. His very identity is what gives him his almighty power. 


As a mother, I have the opportunity of participating in the mystery of 
creation, which has opened up perspectives for me of how life develops. 
These perspectives are becoming increasingly important to me and affect how I 
think as a pastor. Theological study and all that it involved have helped me 
to find my way in life. And I am happy to share what I have succeeded in 
discovering in that way with those who have need of it. 


This new experience of being a whole person has led me to a new vision of the 
church: a church which as a human community allows itself to be challenged by 
the gospel to a solidarity which will lead it into love. Individuals caught 
up in the process, because it includes all areas of life, find that through 
that love it encourages and protects their development as whole persons. 7s « 
All members ... find their own place according to their gifts and talents. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham: "Questions from Chinese Seminarians” EPS 85.05.41 


[Amirtham directs the Programme on Theological Education of the World Council 
of Churches. The document from which this item is excerpted, "A Resurrection 
Experience: Life of the Church in China", is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Other excerpts appeared as 
EPS 85.04.07,08,35,92.] 


-». It was a pleasure to talk with the students in Nanjing Theological 
Seminary. It was an evening of fellowship and sharing that the visiting team 


will cherish. Among other things, we were genuinely impressed by the scope 
of interests, the breadth of concerns and the depth of insights of the 
Students as reflected in their questions and comments. This is a very 


promising sign, particularly when one realizes that they have no direct 
contact with the world outside China, except the presence of ecumenical 
visitors who are often invited to give special lectures. I can do no better 
than just list some of the questions for readers to see for themselves the 
ecumenical interest of the students: 


(1) How does evangelism happen in your churches? How does the Christian 
Conference of Asia function in preaching the gospel? 


(2) How is contextualization working in your countries, not only among the 
intellectuals, but also among the broad membership of the church? 


(3) Christianity came in the form of Western ideology. Is it possible for 
Christian witness to be done unless this situation is changed? 


(4) We have heard of the ecumenical movement and the united churches. What 
is the experience of the Church of South India in the areas of faith and 
order? In India are there things you find in common with Chinese churches? 


(5) We have read Bishop Newbigin's writings on inter-faith dialogue. How 
does dialogue happen in practice? 


(6) What do you think of Hong Kong's future after 1997? Is the Chinese 
position properly understood outside? 


(7) There are many overseas Chinese in Australia. What is their experience 
in theological education? 


(8) What is the present attitude of your churches to the Three Self Movement 
of the Chinese church? 


(9) What are the characteristics of the charismatic movement in the churches 
of Asia where you come from? Is the charismatic movement strong? 


(10) Many countries in Asia have mutli-nationalities. Each nationality 
(religious community) has its own faith. Christians are often a minority 
there. How does one communicate the faith in such situations? 


(11) Many overseas Chinese are Singapore citizens. How do they adapt to the 
national culture? 


(12) Some years ago an Indonesian team visited us. How is the church growing 
there? How do they do theology today in an Islamic context? ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Samuel Amirtham: ''Called to Something Smaller" EPS 85.05.42 


[Amirtham is director of the Programme on Theological Education of the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches. This is the conclusion of an ordination 
sermon preached last December in Madurai in the Madras diocese of the [United] 
Church of South India, in which Amirtham is a presbyter. ] 


... We must continually ask ourselves ... where ... we see signals of the way 
of the cross? Developing our strategic urban property or struggling with the 


Slum dwellers for their rights? Avoiding confrontation with our law-and- 
order authorities or taking up the causes of the rural victims of social 
violence? Stage managing mass evangelistic campaigns with preachers from 


overseas who need the comfort of five-star hotels, or supporting barefoot 
evangelists who sleep on the verandas of village homes? Building cathedrals 
to seat 3000 at a time, or repairing the village chapels with leaking roofs? 

I am not condemning anyone. I myself am aware of my share in activities that 
belong to the first category. 


But we should constantly let ourselves ask the question: does what we do as a 
church enable others to have a fuller life? Does it contribute to the 
empowerment of the powerless? Does it authentically proclaim the precious 
love of God? Are our motives those of success and praise, or faithfulness to 
God and his glory? The way of the cross lays the imperatives on all of us to 
test our ministry in the light of the cross of Jesus Christ. 


If this is the biblical vision of ministry, then the task of the ordained 
ministry is a more modest and smaller ministry than we often make of it. 
Fundamentally, it is a task of interpreting and explaining the word of God, of 
administering the sacraments in such a way that the people of God are 
motivated and equipped for their ministry. It is an enabling ministry, 
enabling others to do their ministry in the world. Of course, an enabling 
ministry is also an exercising ministry. Unless one is also a good player, 
one cannot be a good coach, to use imagery. And there may be occasions when 
the coach has actually to play with others. One does not have to be the best 
player, only to be able to bring out the best in the players. 


I conclude with the words used by the Uniting Church (Australia) as an 
Ordination Charge. They express so eloquently the meaning of ordination ...: 


We are not ordaining you to ministry; that happened at your 
baptism. We are not ordaining you to be a caring person; you are 
already called to that. We are not ordaining you to serve the church 
in committees, activities, organizations; that is already implied in 
your membership. We are not ordaining you to become involved in 
social issues, ecology, race, politics, revolution; for that is laid 
upon every Christian. 


We are ordaining you to something smaller and less spectacular: to 
read and interpret those sacred stories of our community, so that 
they speak a word to people today; to remember and practise those 
rituals and rights of meaning that in their poetry address man at the 
level where change operates; to foster in community through word and 
sacrament that encounter with truth which will set men and women free 
to minister as the body of Christ. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "German Church Statement on End of World War IIL" EPS 85.05.43 


[This statement on peace was issued jointly by the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches in the [East] German Democratic Republic and the Evangelical Church 
in [West] Germany on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the end of World 
War II in Europe (EPS 85.04.03).] 


On 8 May 1945 the Second World War came to an end in Europe. The full extent 
of the destruction it had caused became apparent to many people only at this 


stage. Over 40 million people were dead, and towns and villages had been 
lain waste throughout the countries directly affected by hostilities, in 
particular the Soviet Union, Poland, France and Germany. The horrifying 


reports of what had been perpetrated in the name of the German people in 
concentration camps and occupied countries now made inescapably clear to 
everyone the criminal nature of the German regime which had started this war 
and continued it without compassion to its bitter end. The world was 
appalled when it learned of the Jewish holocaust. 


Under the influence of the Word of God, many Christians saw what happened 
after this as divine judgement. Germany was divided into zones of 
occupation. Large numbers of soldiers had to go into captivity. Many 
refugees were not able to return to their homes, while many others still had 
to leave theirs at this stage. Those who survived had years of hunger ahead 


of then. Some had to suffer bitter humiliation. There were different 
reactions to what was happening among those affected; some experienced it as 
the collapse of their world, others as liberation. For most people it was 


both at once. 


People at that time were troubled by many questions: How can we cope with the 
guilt of our past? What can we do to help heal the wounds of the war? How 
can we help to build bridges of reconciliation between the peoples of Europe 
after all the atrocities committed and the hatred arising out of them? Where 
can we find guidance? 


Consternation at their profound guilt, combined with contemplation of the 
promises of God, gave rise to thanksgiving for their own survival in the hell 
of destruction and the assurance that life had been given anew as a gift of 
God. eee 


A few months after the end of the war, representatives of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany met with representatives of the ecumenical movement in 
Stuttgart and declared "We are all the more grateful for this visit because we 
know that we do not only share in a great fellowship of suffering with our 
people, but also in the solidarity of guilt. With great pain we have to say 
that infinite suffering has been inflicted on whole peoples and countries by 


uS . 


Today, 40 years after the end of the war, we are deeply grateful for what God 
has done. He has made new fellowship grow between Christians and between 
Christian churches as a result of our confession of guilt. We have been 
amazed to see signs of reconciliation appearing. A new relationship with the 
neighbouring peoples has developed because of their willingness to be 


reconciled with us. The generations born since the war are able to encounter 
each other without reservations. We have been living in peace for 40 
years. We have been able to rebuild our towns and villages and create new 
means of existence. In retrospect we see the end of the war as an event 


which liberated us to give testimony to God's grace and minister to God's 


world in a new way. 
(over) 


German Church Statement/2 


However, we cannot close our eyes to the fact that there has been a continuing 
threat to peace throughout the past 40 years. Tortured humanity has not 
experienced the healing which the writers of the Stuttgart Declaration hoped 
for. Even those generations which did not participate directly in the Second 
World War have had to bear its consequences. Distrust and fear are still 
present under the surface in the neighbouring countries. The wartime allies 
have separated, and two powerful military alliances with different social and 
economic systems now face each other, heavily armed. There are two different 
states on German soil, whose border has also become the border between East 
and West. Both are firmly anchored in their own military alliance and 
economic system, and both bear part of the responsibility for solving the 
major problems of the world: the maintenance of peace for all peoples, the 
struggle for justice and the elimination of hunger. 


We in the Protestant churches have also made false judgements over the past 


four decades. It has been difficult for us to know the right steps to 
take. It was difficult for us to accept the reality of two German states; 
but we came to realize that the first priority must be to maintain peace. It 


was difficult for us to give up the organizational unity of the German 
Protestant churches; but this was the only way for us to be able to serve and 
witness independently in different social systems. It took us a long time to 
overcome prejudices and hostile attitudes towards the victors of 1945 and to 


help build new bridges of trust. It took us a long time to recognize the 
special challenge and opportunity offered to us in the joint witness of our 
churches for peace. It has taken a long time for [our] members ... to 


realize that limits must be set on our pursuit of prosperity because of the 
needs of the starving and oppressed and because of our responsibility for the 
creation. As far as some developments over the past 40 years are concerned, 
we will have to say like our predecessors who wrote the Stuttgart 
Declaration: "We accuse oursleves of not having witnessed more courageously, 
prayed more faithfully, believed more joyfully and loved more fervently”. 


We are all the more thankful for the freedom God has given us to serve him. 
We have experienced that sin can be forgiven, setting us free to make a fresh 


start. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross and his resurrection, 
which we celebrate at Easter, are signs-of hope to all those afflicted by 
guilt, distress and helplessness. This gives us the encouragement and 


obligation to carry out our responsibilities in today's world. 


As churches in the two German states we both declare that a war must never 
start from German soil again. We both call for a stop to be put to the arms 
race, We are both convinced that lasting peace cannot be achieved by the 
system of nuclear deterrence, and that it must be replaced at all costs. We 
both advocate a European peace order. We both remind the industrialized 
countries of their responsibility for creating a life worth living for the 
peoples of the Third World. ... F 


Let us not cease to pray for world peace. ... We call upon all people in both 
German states: Let your lives testify to the fact that conflicts with other 
people can be settled peacefully. ... We call upon the governments of both 
German states: Exercise your special responsibility for safeguarding peace 
untiringly. ... We call upon the allies of the Second World War: Renew your 
efforts to achieve mutual understanding as you work together towards the joint 
aim of peace and justice. ... The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
gives us the assurance that it is God's will that life in fellowship and peace 
should gain the victory over all sin and hostility. ... 
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SHOPTALK (52/17) 


New from WCC Publications is Lesslie Newbigin's autobiography, Unfinished 
Agenda. It costs 22.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, or 7.50 UK pounds. 


The regular EPS copy deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, there is no 


issue (and so no deadline) the week of 12 May. 


Guest editor for this issue of EPS is Monique McClellan, producer of the 
ecumenical audio news and feature service Intervox. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva) has material available to journalists on request. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 


texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 
August at Centro Cultural San Martin in central Buenos Aires. Accreditation 


applications for journalists and other media people, and more information 


about arrangements are available from Claudie Perez, WCC/Communication, Box 


66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The deadline for accreditation requests is 15 May. 


Amnesty International (5 Roberts Place, London EC 1 OEJ) has published a 
summary of its concerns about “specific instances of intolerance and 
discrimination on grounds of religion or belief where these issues fall within 
the mandate of Amnesty International" with regard to "prisoners of 
conscience." The booklet lists concerns in Albania, Burundi, Bulgaria, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, China, Egypt, pba late Iran, Nepal, Pakistan, Romania, USSR, 
Vietnam, and Yugoslavia. 


US PROTESTANT AND ORIENTAL Ecumenical Press 
ORTHODOX DISCUSS: NEW STEP Service 85.05.44 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Protestant theologians who participated in a 
consultation (here, 26-27 April) with representatives of Oriental Orthodox 
churches found themselves wrestling more with questions concerning the 
identity of their own traditions than ancient doctrinal disputes concerning 
Orthodoxy. 


Oriental Orthodox representatives, contemplating the bewildering diversity of 
American Protestantism and the wide differences tolerated even within 
particular communions, asked who could talk to them with authority and make 
agreements secure enough to serve as a basis for better relations. 


Sponsored by the faith and order commission of the US National Council of 
Churches, the consultation constituted a new step in theological dialogue for 
this country, where the Oriental Orthodox churches have only recently begun to 
establish themselves and gain public recognition. 


Although “Oriental” literally means "Eastern", the term "Oriental" is used to 
distinguish without theological prejudice the churches that did not accept the 
451 Council of Chalcedon - Armenians, Copts, Ethiopians and some Syrians and 
Malabar Christians and India - from the Eastern churches that did accept it, 
those in communion with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, now 
Istanbul. 


Jeffrey Gros, a member of the Roman Catholic Order of Christian Brothers and 
director of the US faith and order commission, said he knew of no previous US 
event bringing Oriental Orthodox representatives into theological dialogue of 
this type with the Reformation traditions. 


The consultation built upon a series of four dialogues the Oriental Orthodox 
held with the Eastern Orthodox internationally from 1964 to 1971 and dialogues 
with Roman Catholic theologians at the Pro Oriente Foundation of Vienna in the 
1970s. For the New York event, the procedure was for theologians of the 
Reformation traditions to interpret them in relation to those earlier 
conversations, and for the Oriental representatives to respond. Paul Friess, 
a professor at the Reformed Church in America Seminary in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, and retired Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan of the Armenian Church of 
America (Etchmiadzin) co-chaired the consultation. 


At the outset, Nersoyan said “inertia” and national concerns had kept the 
Oriental Orthodox from moving rapidly on ecumenical matters, but in response 
to later questions about inter-Oriental relations, Archbishop Samuel of the 
Syrian church reported on occasions of joint eucharistic celebration by 
prelates of different Oriental churches. 


Robert Wright, an Anglican priest teaching at his church's general seminary in 
New York, called attention to an agreement reached by Pope John Paul II and 
Syrian Oriental Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios Zakka I of Antioch (23 June 1984). 
It authorized members from each of the two churches to receive the sacraments 
of penance, eucharist and annointing of the sick from the other when access to 
priests of their own church was "materially or morally impossible” [EPS 
84.07.39]. Wright suggested that this agreement offered other churches a way 
forward to “partial communion before full agreement is reached". 


(over) 


US Protestant/2 


The problem this presented in the context of American Protestantism, however, 
was illustrated by Glen Hinson, a professor at the Southern Baptist seminary 
in Louisville, Kentucky, who said he had counted 53 kinds of Baptists in the 
US. A further problem, he pointed out, is that most Baptists have no 
awareness of the kind of issues involved in the distinctive theology of the 
Oriental Orthodox. 


Some Protestant participants could rely on more structured theological 
traditions, and draw firmer conclusions. William Rusch, ecumenical officer 
of the Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the NCC faith and order 
commission, said confessional statements of Lutherans would let them accept 
the agreements reached by Oriental Orthodox representatives in the dialogues 
with Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics. He also commented = that 
Lutheranism itself had tendencies towards the alleged Oriental Orthodox heresy 
of monophysitism [the teaching that the human nature of Christ was totally 
absorbed by the divine nature]. 


Roberta Bondi, a United Methodist professor at her denomination's Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, said the Oriental Orthodox 
stress on Christ's deity was equivalent in function to the Protestant emphasis 
on justification by faith, an insistence on the divine source of salvation. 
She noted that the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, was influenced by the 
patristic theology central to Oriental Orthodoxy. But presenting another 
difficulty for Oriental Orthodox churches wishing to enter into dialogue, she 
said United Methodists today are far removed from Wesley in both thought and 
life. 


An apparent lack of clear theological principles in at least part of American 
protestantism was also identified as a problem by Ethiopian Bishop Paulos. 
He said that he found difficulty understanding some Protestants who, for 
example, could throw unused communion bread to the birds. 


Patrick Henry, a Presbyterian layman who directs the Institute for Ecumenical 
and Cultural Research at Collegeville, Minnesota, spoke of the widespread 
absence from Protestantism of a sense of representing a specific tradition. 
He observed that whereas perhaps 98 percent of Armenian Orthodox Christians 
have always been Armenian Orthodox, maybe 65 percent of Presbyterians, 
including himself, have previously belonged to some other denomination, so 
rather than thinking about how to overcome differences between’ the 
Presbyterian tradition and some other, he said, they are wondering what the 
differences are. | 


A general distaste among many Protestants for any kind of binding doctrinal 
formulae emerged in a presentation by Michael Kinnamon, a former staff member 
of the World Council of Churches faith and order commission who now teaches at 
the Indianopolis seminary of his denomination, the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). He said Disciples deplore Chalcedon not because of commitment to 
some other Christological position but because its formulae “have frequently 
been imposed as yardsticks of Orthodoxy”. 


He acknowledged, however, that his denomination was shaken to realize that one 
of its ministers had led the Jonestown (Guyana) community that ended in mass 
suicide. Disciples also have no means of defining the limits of acceptable 
diversity in such cases or in relation to such issues as apartheid. 


EPS 


PLIGHT OF LEBANON - Ecumenical Press 
CASTRO URGES RESPONSE Service 85.05.45 


GENEVA (EPS) - In a letter (7 May) to the over three hundred member churches 
of the WCC, its general secretary Emilio Castro expresses his profound concern 
over the recent tragic events in Lebanon. He writes that although words seem 
inappropriate at this stage after so many years of suffering ... the people of 
Lebanon have reached a new level of suffering. 


Castro goes on to say that the ecumenical community has shared the agonies of 
the Lebanese people who have had to carry too heavy a burden of the problems 
of the region. He points out that the world-wide ecumenical family has 
responded to the humanitarian needs of the people there in modest but concrete 
ways. All communities and groups have been served within the context of 
reconciliation and solidarity. Relief materials, food, medicine and tents 
have been offered. Rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes’ are 
facilitated. 


Castro notes that during the Israeli withdrawal from occupied areas during the 
last weeks, factional fighting has erupted again in the south and in Beirut. 
The southern city of Sidon has been especially affected. Villages have been 
ransacked and looted and many thousands of people have been driven from their 
homes and lands and have fled to Jezzine, to the south along the border with 
Israel and into the already crowded areas of Beirut. 


He says that during this recent period efforts of reconciliation have been 
made by religious leaders in the country. "Both Christian and Muslim 
religious leaders have met, separately and together, to try and find ways out 
of the impasse. We would draw particular attention to the efforts of 
Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch and All the East.” One of the seven WCC 
presidents, he made an impassioned appeal for peace and reconciliation over 
the Easter period. 


Castro reminds the churches to hold fast to the belief that “our Lord called 
us to be peacemakers and reconcilers and we must never tire in this task”. 
He appeals to the WCC member churches to express their solidarity through 
prayers and messages with the churches and people of Lebanon. “Where 
possible, intervene with your governments that they might act in a creative 
and positive sense to bring an end to the suffering and strife.” 


Castro calls on the ecumenical community: 


to support the independence and unity of the Lebanese people and encourage the 
government to take effective action to reassert its sovereignty over all 
Lebanese territory; 


to support the churches in Lebanon which strive for reconciliation in order to 
achieve harmony and unity among all communities in the country and against 
attempts to redistribute demographic patterns by violence and bloodshed; 


to continue to give generous support to the Middle East Council of Churches and 
the churches in Lebanon for their humanitarian and social programmes of relief. 


He urges all WCC members to remember Lebanon constantly in their prayers and 
thoughts, and to pass on this plea to all their churches. 


EPS 


BREAKTHROUGH : PASSPORTS Ecumenical Press 


FOR SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHMEN Service 85.05.46 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS/SACC) - Two South African churchmen - _ considered 
controversial by the Pretoria authorities - have been granted valid passports 
until the end of this year. The general secretary of the South African 


Council of Churches (SACC), Beyers Naude, is white, and Nobel Peace prize 
laureate Bishop Desmond Tutu is black. 


This is interpreted as a major breakthrough from the side of the government. 
It contravenes its own policy of denationalizing blacks. 


Desmond Tutu has travelled frequently overseas over the past two years. He 
had been granted only "travelling papers", issued to him for each journey. 
They indicated that his nationality was “unknown”. His new passport states 


his nationality as South African. 


Beyers Naude was placed under South Africa's “banning order" for seven years. 
This was lifted in 1984 (EPS 84.10.109, 12.09, 12.46) and he became SACC 
general secretary on 1 February 1985. He is expected to leave shortly for an 
extended trip overseas to visit SACC donor churches. 


Tutu, when appointed Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg in November 1984 (EPS 
84.11.36) said that he would not travel for about six months in order to 
minister to members of his diocese. Some of the white members of that church 
have been unhappy since his appointment. 


EPS 


GLOBAL CLERGY AND LAY REPS Ecumenical Press 
PLAN WCC UNIT III AGENDA Service 85.05.47 


MEXICO CITY (EPS) - More than 3000 people filled the Santisima Trinidad 
Methodist church to overflowing when they assembled (here, Sunday, 21 April) 
to hear a sermon by Emilio Castro, WCC general secretary. The ecumenical 
service was a historic event in the life of the ecumenical community in Mexico. 


Mexico was the venue for the first meeting of the various elected committees 
and working groups of WCC Unit III (17-26 April) which oversees educational 
and renewal programmes. The committee members serve for about seven years, 
between WCC assemblies [WCC Sixth Assembly, Vancouver, Canada, 1983]. 


Unit III deals with programmes such as renewal and congregational life, 
theological education, ministerial formation, women in the church and society, 
participation of persons with disabilities, youth, Christian education and 
ecumenical learning. 


Clergy and lay representatives from fifty countries in the global delegation 
discussed the various programmes and the direction their work should take. 
Because of the need for churches to be involved in so many areas of Christian 


concerns, the group felt that the priorities should be carefully chosen, even 
if this involved difficult choices. 


WCC Unit III moderator Marie Assaad said that she was very happy with the work 
of the committees, in the way they see their partnership with the WCC staff. 
They also emphasized the accountability in local situations, explaining the 
work of the WCC. While WCC working groups usually meet separately - except 
for their first session - for the different programmes, Unit III decided to 
have one other joint meeting before the next assembly in 1991. 
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RUNCIE IN AUSTRALIA: Ecumenical Press 
WOMEN'S ORDINATION Service 85.05.48 


MELBOURNE (EPS/Bruce Best) - "The movement of the Spirit is towards the 
ordination of women in the churches", said Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie during his recent visit to Australia. After the 1978 Lambeth decision 
that “differences among [Anglican] churches do not constitute a reason for 
breaking communion”, he was now giving further encouragement to women who want 
to be ordained as Anglican priests. 


Runcie's visit to Australia lasted for more than two weeks. In an interview 
with Melbourne's "The Age” newspaper he said that the arguments in favour of 
women's ordination were stronger than any against it. He questioned whether 
the priesthood could fulfil its true function without women being part of it. 


"There is a very strong tradition that in the priesthood we represent 
humankind to God, and God to humankind. It is questionable how far the 
priesthood reflects that representative role when it's only fulfilled by half 
the human race", he said. 


Runcie felt he would not like to try and predict when the whole Anglican 


communion would ordain women as priests. -.It was a tradition that women not 
be ordained, he said, and that Anglicans shared in that understanding of 
ministry given to the church. "To alter something so fundamental about that 


-.. seems to me to raise a theological question." 


Among the arguments in favour, Runcie mentioned that God is capable of showing 
us new truths, and that in the patristic tradition we speak of the humanity 
and not of the masculinity of the priesthood. 


“Ordination of women does not ‘unchurch' a Christian body and the issue is not 
of the same order as the fundamentals of faith and belief", said Runcie. 
“That seems to me to enable us to live in communion with some parts of a world 
family who do ordain women, and some who don't. This may be provident in the 
sense that Catholic and Orthodox churches are not showing signs of moving on 
this matter, and the Protestant churches ordain ... women.” He added that it 
was very significant to have a communion which has seriously struggled with 
the question of ordination such as the Anglican church. Trying to hold 
together while having this diversity could provide a particular ecumenical 
role. 


During his three-day stay in Melbourne, Runcie also joined in an ecumenical 
service in the Catholic cathedral, St Patrick's (29 April). He was the first 
person to pray in a special chapel, established in the cathedral, for 
Christian unity. Others involved in the service were the Catholic Archbishop 
of Melbourne, Frank Little, the Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne, David 
Penman, and representatives of the Uniting and Greek Orthodox churches. The 


chapel's interior was designed and constructed - anonymously - by a Melbourne 
department store. It will operate as a chapel for Christian unity for twelve 
months and then its use will be reviewed. Runcie, in his sermon at the 
special service, defined ecumenism: "It must never become’ tamely 


ecclesiastical, absorbing our energies so that we fail to see that the unity 
of the churches points beyond itself to the unity of humankind. We must seek 
Christian unity not as a fearful coalition in headlong retreat from the 
secular world: we must seek unity together to signal the wider unity of the 
whole human race in a divided and fragmented world - a world which so 
desperately needs the signs of God's reconciling love." 
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MIGRANT WOMEN - Ecumenical Press 
TRAGIC CASES Service 85.05.49 


TUTZING (Germany)(EPS/Ellen Clark) - Participants in a European YWCA 
consultation on migrant women (here, 26-30 April), called for an independent 
resident status, the right to work and the right to unconditional family 
reunions for the continent's estimated six million migrant women. They asked 
that both migrants and immigrants be "recognized as valuable equal partners in 
the social and economic structure of Europe”. 


They further demanded a halt to the trafficking in undocumented migrant women 
for prostitution, urged special efforts to curb violence against women, and 
called for support for autonomous migrant and immigrant women's organizations 
by church and voluntary groups. 


Recognizing the many common dilemmas of migrants, immigrants and refugees, the 
participants also urged strong measures to combat racism and xenophobia, 
promote multi-culturalism and bilingualism, and assure greater political and 
economic opportunities for foreigners. 


Some 40 women of 20 nationalities living in 12 European countries, half of 
them migrants or ethnic minorities, took part in the consultation, which had 
as its theme, "building our future together”. 


Emphasized by all participants was the "double discrimination or disadvantage” 
faced by migrant women in Europe: the loss of rights and roots, the 
insecurity and isolation, the exploitation of their labour. 


Since most migrant women have no legal status apart from their working 
husbands, they are vulnerable to being sent home when their spouses die or 
divorce them, lose their jobs or land in jail, participants said. Moreover, 
in many countries, it is becoming more difficult for wives to join husbands 
and for children to be permitted to live with parents. 


Maria Mies, a sociologist from Cologne specializing in women's studies, 
described migration from Third to First worlds as "a continuation of 
colonization” which aggravates inequalities. Migrant women pay the price for 
the upward mobility of their husbands, she said, in the first instance by 
often being left behind to manage by subsistence agriculture. Those who 
follow their husbands to Europe encounter “cultural polarization", she said, 
as “migrant men adopt European ways but want their own women to keep the 
traditional ways”. 


European women are in turn divided from migrant women whose low-paid labour 
they take advantage of at home and abroad, she said. 


With the economic crisis, more and more women in Europe are being forced into 
the insecure, part-time “informal sector" of work, Mies said. "And at the 
bottom of the heap are migrant women.” 
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EAST AND WEST: CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
COMMUNICATORS IN BUDAPEST Service 85.05.50 


BUDAPEST (EPS) - New developments in the field of communication technology 
such as satellite television are concerns across all borders. This was 
stated clearly during a meeting of Christian communicators in Budapest 
(Hungary). Representatives of the Hungarian churches, the Russian Orthodox 
church, the WCC and the World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) 
to name some, pointed to the problems the new information technologies might 
present to Christian communication. They said that the challenge new 
technologies represent to the churches needs to be taken up urgently. They 
must deal with the positive and negative aspects of how to channel information 
that is available universally, regardless of time zones and different cultures. 


They also agreed that a helpful and positive approach would be to find ways of 
“socializing” information. To “unmask" the sometimes “demonic” misusers of 
communication means could help the churches promote a just and equitable 
information system. The WACC agreed to continue to bring communicators from 
all the European churches together to find ways of working with the satellite 
systems. 
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE: Ecumenical Press 
SCOTS OVER ENGLISH Service 85.05.51 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - Very nearly twice as many Scots go to church on 
Sunday as do English, according to a census of the Scottish churches conducted 
by the National Bible Society of Scotland. It showed that 17 percent of 
Scotland's adult population went to church every week, compared with 9 percent 
in England and 13 percent in Wales, while the proportion of children under 15 
attending church regularly (19 percent) was higher than in England (15 
percent) but lower than in Wales (21 percent). 


More Catholics go to church on Sunday than members of the (Presbyterian) 
Church of Scotland, the national church which opinion polls have shown to 
claim the allegiance of about two-thirds of Scotland's population. A 
stricter understanding of church membership, however, means that its actual 
members account for only 23 percent of the adult population, compared with 20 
percent for the Catholic church. But Church of Scotland adult Sunday 
church-goers amount to 266,300, compared to 286,990 Catholic adult Sunday 
church-goers. The Catholic church is strongest in Strathclyde, the region 
centred on Glasgow. Around Motherwell, just to the east of Glasgow, 
Catholics (excluding children) make up 36 percent of the adult population. 
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ECUMENICAL TOURISM Ecumenical Press 
COALITION MEETS Service 85.05.52 


NAIROBI (EPS) - A major conference on “third world churches and tourism” has 
been set for Federal Germany in early 1986. Aim of the conference, according 
to a report from the committee, is “to establish an international forum to 
achieve the aims of and establish the structures for a just, sustainable, and 
participatory tourism.” 


The announcement of the conference came in connection with the annual meeting, 
here (29 April-l May) of the executive committee Ecumenical Coalition on Third 
World Tourism. Among other things, the group emphasized the theological 
imperative to give tourism a human face, in which there is respect for human 
wholeness, the environment, and the conservation of limited resources. 


The committee also reiterated its call to articulate biblically based, third 
world theological perspectives on tourism. It decided that it can better 
achieve its goals by working with sympathetic persons and groups in major 
tourist-sending countries. The group also. projected. several regional 
workshops, mainly in Africa and the Pacific. 


Annual reports from regions and the executive secretary highlighted the 
development of networks, the expansion of membership, and growing concern in 
churches of the third world for the issues of tourism, which tends more and 
more to dominate third world economies. The group took special note of the 
increase of "military tourism" and the rise of casino gambling. 


These developments, the committee heard, reinforce ongoing problems created by 
tourism, such as rising living costs, the use of tourism to delay social 
reform, sex tourism, and the ill effects of tourism on the environment and 
culture of many countries. 


Also on the meeting's agenda was a discussion of how the church might increase 
the sensitivity of its members to tourism issues, especially insofar as that 
would bring them into conflict with vested interests. The committee noted 
that the coalition is planning new resources co help such church efforts, 
including "Documentation: Tourism, Prostitution, Development”, and a “Resource 
Book on Alternative Tourism." . 

The committee was the guest here of the All Africa Conference of Churches, one 
of the coalition's members. Begun in 1980, it also includes the Federation of 
Asian Bishops! Conferences (FABC), the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC), the Pacific Conference of Churches 
(PCC), the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) and the Middle East 


Council of Churches (MECC). As such, it represents all of the major 
Christian communions in the third world. 

EPS 
CEC ELECT SWISS Ecumenical Press 
GENERAL SECRETARY - Service 85.05.53 


SOFIA (EPS) - The Conference of European Churches has chosen Swiss layman Jean 
Fischer (52) as their new general secretary. He will take up his duties at 
the CEC headquarters in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva in January 1987. He 
will succeed Glen Garfield Williams, who is retiring after 25 years in 
office. Fischer is a member of the Swiss Reformed church. He was on the 
staff of the WCC commission on inter-church aid, refugee and world service 
from 1964 until 1982, the last four years as its director. Since then he has 
been with the Swiss Protestant inter-church aid office in Lausanne. The CEC 
unites 115 Orthodox, Protestant and Anglican churches in East and West Europe. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Christians and the Pakistani Elections" EPS) 85,05 54 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Delhi-based SAR church news agency. 
Most Pakistanis are Muslims. ] 


Now once again Pakistan had elections. For Christians it was a new 
experience, because Christians were declared a separate entity and thus had a 
separate electorate. They have their own candidates for the national and 
provincial assemblies. They were asking for political wards so that the 
elected Christians would be truly their representatives, but the government of 
Pakistan did not give in to their requests. 


Even before the recent referendum, Roman Catholic Bishop John Joseph of 


Faisalabad urged the formation of political wards. He was given an assurance 
that the government would look into the request but nothing positive 
emerged. The Christians in the villages were thus at a loss. The 


candidates were mainly from the big cities and they did not know them at all. 


There were 27 Christian candidates for four Christian seats in the national 


assembly. There were 32 Hindu candidates for the four Hindu seats. Other 
minorities had one seat. Still, there was no political ward whatsoever from 
where the minorities could choose their candidates. In addition, the 


Christians feel that they have a bigger number in the country than shown in 
the 1980 census report, in which the number of Hindus and Christians in 
Pakistan is almost equal. 


It was a strange election in which there are no political rallies, no mass 
gatherings, no speeches. It was hard for the people to decide what to do. 
It was even more difficult for Christians to vote. They were not at all 
clear about various matters and they could not get clarification anywhere. 


EPS 
ECUVIEW: "Ecumenism in the Netherlands” EPS 85.05.55 


[This item is excerpted from a report of a team which visited the Netherlands 
13-18 October under the auspices of the Conference of European Churches and 
the inter-church aid commmission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. ] 


... Lines of relationships to other parts of Europe seem to be the speciality 
of a few individuals, not something which is of broad interest in the 
churches. The Conference of European Churches for eaxample, is virtually 
unknown. The team underlined that contacts must be ones of real partnership, 
not only aid, where also Holland expects to receive something from the 
relationships. ... 


Holland has long been seen as a laboratory for ecumenism. And in spite of 
increasing difficulties of ecumenical relations and cooperation at the 
official level, there are still many interesting experiments going on locally. 


However, ecumenism is mostly seen as an activity to be carried out between 
different churches and confessions. Is this not partly an outdated approach 
given the 'new' divisions which exist within each individual church and go 
right across confessional boundaries, e.g. approach to evangelism, to 
political issues etc.? Is not a new understanding of ecumenism needed in 
order to tackle this new situation? 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Reflections on the Church in the Netherlands" EPS 85.05.56 


[This item is excerpted from a report of a team which visited the Netherlands 
13-18 October under the auspices of the Conference of European Churches and 
the inter-church aid commmission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. ] 


-.. The team was impressed by the way in which the churches struggled to find 
their place in a secularised society. And yet identity as a theoretical issue 
did not seem to be much discussed. Maybe this is a characateristic of some 
Protestant churches, that they do not claim to possess the truth once and for 
all, but try to follow Christ in humility and the members help each other on 
this road? This seemed to be in rather striking contrast to the present trend 
within the official Roman Catholic church in Holland and the clear identity - 
in spite of its uprootedness —- of the Syrian Orthodox church. 


... The population active in the church seems largely to be the middle class. 
This was the impression both from the visits in the parishes as well as the 
discussions with organisations and groups. The working class seems - as in 
many other European countries - to have been ‘lost’ during the'industrial 
revolution’. This, it seems, makes it difficult for the church to fulfil its 
social commitment satisfactorily: to grapple with the root causes of some of 
the ailments of Holland today, or to help the real victims, e.g. the 
unemployed, the 'new poor', alcoholics, drug-addicts, minority groups etc. 
There seems to be a lack of real contact with these parts of society, although 
the issues are generally accepted as being there. 


On the positive side, participation of church members in local activities is 
impressive, although figures are dropping (but not compared to any of the 
countries from which team members come). ... It seems to be the foundation on 
which the future of the Dutch churches can and should build. 


The team was impressed by the many activities of associations and groups 
parallel to and/or outside the parish work. These specialise on specific 
issues or particular target groups with profound analyses and deep 
engagement. However, their role does not always seem clear. Are they the 
salt or leaven of the church from which the official church bodies and the 
local parishes learn, or are they a safety valve for those who cannot find a 
place within the normal church situations, or are they sometimes used by the 
churches as an alilbi for not taking certain issues seriously? ... 


As already mentioned above, a fundamental question is whether the impressive 
work of volunteer deacons in the parishes really reaches the victims due to 
the middle class status of the churches. There often also seems to be a 
certain gap between the analyses and theories of the offices of diaconal 
agencies and the reality of the theories at the parish level. Nor does there 
seem to be a clear link made between internal and global diakonia of the 
church. For example, the question of a new, simple lifestyle was rarely 
discussed. How is this compatible with the talk about the church in 
solidarity with the poor? ... 


The efficiency of the agencies and the commitment of the parishes to share 
financial resources is remarkable. But what is the fundamental concept, apart 
from 'giving help' behind this flurry of activity? ... Is there not a need to 
give more space in both the reflection and the structures for partnership; to 
ask the question: how do other people/churches live; to see themselves as a 
link in a chain where each link both receives and shares? The team hardly 
ever heard any indication of what Holland might need to receive from others. 
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ECUVIEW/J. Severino Croatto: “Christianity and 'Popular Religion'"” EPS 85.05.57 


[Croatto teaches Old Testament studies at Isedet, an ecumenical school of 
theology in Buenos Aires. This item is excerpted from an article in the 
March issue of “Ministerial Formation", quarterly of the Programme on 
Theological Education of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


Popular religion is sometimes indiscriminately justified on the sole ground 
that it is 'popular'. ‘We must begin with the people', it is said. Some 
also believe that the people have the truth in themselves and that all that 
needs to be done is to interpret it. But in fact the people are used and 
manipulated in a demagogic manner. The worst fascist philosophies can pass 
themselves off as ‘popular’. At the present time in Latin America the 
concept (the concept, not the reality) of ‘the people’ is being skilfully or 
ingenuously manipulated by certain outsiders or rightist groups, who are not 
on the side of the people, but are the ones who are plunging them into 
poverty. As an ideological cover, a certain 'philosophy of liberation' 
bolsters this policy of poverty. And as an orchestrated accompaniment, 
pastoral theology holds up popular religion as the Latin American form of 
encountering God. ... 


The church appears consistently as the refuge of the oppressed masses, whose 
alienation is increased because they are not offered a critical faith which 
would make them aware of their situation of slavery. There are forms of 
popular Catholicism which are the opposite of liberating faith but on the 
contrary ‘internalize' oppression. The dedication of churches and altars to 
Our Lady of Sorrows, Christ Crucified, the Death of Christ, the Cross, etc. 
and the people's celebration of death, pain and suffering - approved and 
encouraged by the institutional church - are, to say the least, ambiguous. 


The people identify with these archetypal images of suffering and thereby 
resign themselves to their own pain and oppression as being the loving will of 
God. They forget that their pain and oppression is caused by other human 
beings: There is a well-known Indian community in Guatemala who observe Holy 
Week only up to Good Friday, but do not go on to celebrate the resurrection - 
that has no meaning for them in their experience, which is one of economic and 
social exploitation. ... The tragedy is that this identification with the 
dying Christ is a powerful sublimating force, making people view their 
situation of poverty and deprivation as an ‘imitation of Christ'. What more 
could oppressors want than that 'the people’ should celebrate their Holy Week 
to their heart's content? But can the theologian say that 'God is in it" or 
that the people have the truth and that what they do is right? Is there not 
a natvté there, which ... becomes a travesty of the message of liberation? 


Another naive way of beginning with popular religion is to superimpose a 
Christian framework on certain pagan religious cults or rituals. ... Of 
particular interest are attempts to give a gospel content to popular cults by 
using the occasion to direct the faithful towards social awareness and love of 
their neighbours. ... That would seem to be ‘instrumenting' another belief 
system in favour of Christian belief, but in the long-term it could be an 
effective means of conscientization, because popular expression is not being 
stifled by the 'superior' faith, nor, conversely, is the gospel being replaced 
by mythical beliefs. But a basic doubt remains: to what extent is a real 
fusion possible? ... It is a remarkable fact that, while much is being said 
and written about popular religion, there is very little in the way of new 
experiences, at least in my own country of Argentina. ... Pastoral work 
continues to ... operate in the dark without a great deal of critical or 
theological reflection. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Arnulf Camps: “Haitian Folk Religion" EPS 85.05.58 


[Camps teaches at the University of Nijmegen in the Netherlands. This is the 
conclusion of an article which appears in the March issue of “Ministerial 
Formation", quarterly of the Programme on Theological Education of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Camps has just noted that "for a 
long time the negative sides of this cult [the Haitian folk religion Voodoo] 
were considered to be the total sum of it", but that some who have studied it 
carefully find positive aspects as well.] 


... Voodoo is a system of beliefs and practices involving the worship of a 


Supreme Being. It is a religion. It has existed’ since the 18th century 
down to the present. The main features are: the existence of spiritual 
beings exercising control over the activities of human beings. Chief among 


these spiritual rulers is the Great Master; a hierarchical priesthood, a 
community of believers, temples, altars, ceremonies and an oral tradition; a 
theology [which explains] ... natural phenomena. 


For our purposes, the theological issues are most interesting. There is. a 
strong belief in life after death. The Great Master, God, is only apparently 
far away from his creatures, as he constantly intervenes in human affairs. 
However, he is approached indirectly through the spirits and this is done out 
of respect. This God is always with the poor; he sides with them. God is a 
liberator helping the oppressed. There is a kind of history of salvation in 
God's dealings with His people. The belief in ancestral spirits is always 
present. 


As for the Africans, so also for the Haitians. The physical and the 
spiritual worlds interact with each other. The ancestors intercede with 
God. But there are many other spirits, and there is possession by spirits 
[which] ... empower ... man or woman. In certain cases a healing ministry is 
necessary and provided by this folk religion. 


A Christian reflecting upon the religious message of Haitian folk religion 
must start from two pre-suppositions: (a) God has revealed himself in Haitian 
folk religion; and (b) God has spoken in a unique and normative way through 
Jesus Christ although that revelation is in contextual forms. This is a 
sound basis for a mutual dialogue and for a fruitful evangelization. 


Topics for a mutual exchange and enrichment are, for example: God and his 
relation to his creation; the interaction between the physical and the 
spiritual worlds; Jesus and people possessed by spirits; life after death 
and eschatology; God as a liberator of the oppressed and poor people and 
salvation history; health and wholeness; and people as a community. 
Haitian folk religion and Christianity have many reasons to meet one another 
and to put God's revelation in both of them together in order to bring about a 
really contextual Haitian Christianity. 


... It would be very helpful to us if the theological reflections of the 
Haitian people could come directly to us. Again we have to make use of the 
mediation of a theologian in the strict sense of the word. This mediation is 
a service to the other people and to us, there is no doubt about that, but we 
have to work for a better encounter between them and us. A big question is: 
how can we help people, who are not theologians in the strict sense of the 
word, to articulate in their own way their beliefs and practices to serve 
their own religious life and how can we arrive at a situation, wherein people 
evangelize themselves by listening to the gospel of Jesus Christ? ... 
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S' H'O P*Pa 'LKker (52/18) 


Vaart Land, Norway's main Christian daily, has a new co-editor, Helge 
Kjoellesdal. He succeeds Gisle Hollekim, and joins Hans Erik, the other chief 
editor. 


The outgoing general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, Carl Mau, 62, 


has accepted a call to direct, from 1 November, a public affairs ministry at a 


Lutheran congregation in Washington. Mau, a pastor of the American Lutheran 
Church, has been LWF general secretary since 1974. 


The regular EPS co deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the 
following schedule is in effect for the next issues (all times 0700 GMT): 


Wednesday, 29 May; Friday, 7 June; Wednesday, 12 June 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: 


A situation report (no. 44, 29 April) on Kampuchea, which outlines 
reactivation of the CICARWS program there, with a budget of 2 million 
US dollars. The report includes a program outline for 1985/86 in five 
areas: agriculture, health training, pharmaceutical industry, medical 
cotton goods factory, and administration and contingencies. Also 
included are 14 pictures, a report by Karl-Axel Elmquist of Diakonia 
Sweden, and a report by a two-person WCC health consultant tean. 


Three feature stories by Janet Silman of the United Church Observer, 
monthly of the United Church of Canada, in connection with her trip in 
January to Ethiopia and Kenya. The stories are titled "Refugee Women 
in Africa: Two Stories," “If Women Put Down Their Hoes," and "I Was 
Hungry.” 


The spring 1985 issue of the newsletter of the Frontier Internship in Mission 
is available to journalists on request to FIM, 27 chemin des Créts de Prégny, 
CH-1218 Grand-Saconnex, Geneva. The international, ecumenical exchange 
program marks its 25th anniversary this year. 


In connection with EPS 85.05.81, the 1984/1 “Background Information" of the 
WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs may be of interest. 
Armenia: The Continuing Tragedy is available in English, French, German, and 
Spanish for 5 Swiss francs, 2.50 US dollars, or 1.50 UK pounds from 
WCC/Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee takes place 28 July-8 August in 
Buenos Aires. EPS issues to be mailed from Geneva on 1,5,7, and 12 August are 


to include coverage. To arrange special or supplemental coverage, or for 


other deadlines to be met, be in touch with the EPS editor before 15 July. 
—_—$—$—$$ tern WEE CE EE editor berore lo July. 


The ecumenical Joint Task Force on Development Issues (23 Avenue d'Auderghen, 
B-1040 Brussels) announces a conference in Chantilly, France, 13-15 June, on 
cultural aspects of the Lomé Convention and the task of the church. The 
meeting is cosponsored with the Robert Schuman Institute for Europe. 


NEW WORLD YMCA Ecumenical Press 
LEADER NOMINATED Service 85.05.59 


GENEVA (EPS) - A special committee has nominated Lee Soo-Min to be the tenth 
secretary general of the Geneva-based World Alliance of YMCAs. Since 1973, 
Lee, 58, has been general secretary of the Hong Kong-based Asia Alliance of 
YMCAs. 


If appointed by the Ninth World Council of the alliance, beginning in late 
July in Denmark, Lee will succeed Héctor Caselli. He announced last year that 
he would step down at the council meeting. He has been secretary general 
since 1977. 


A Korean, Lee was previously general secretary of the Koje YMCA in Korea, and 
secretary of the National Council of YMCAs in Korea. A World Alliance 
announcement said that under Lee's leadership, the Asia Alliance “expanded and 
consolidated its work with the national movements particularly by defining the 
Christian mission of the YMCA in the light of Asian realities, developing and 
extending the YMCA in Asia, achieving a sense of unity among the YMCAs in Asia 
..-, strengthening the efforts to achieve self-reliance, examining the work of 
the YMCA with people of other faiths.” 


Lee is an ordinaed minister of the Presbyterian Church in Korea. The Asia 
Alliance includes 19 national YMCA movements in Asia and the South Pacific. 
It was formed in 1957. The World Alliance, with 72 national movements, was 
formed in 1855. Its first secretary general was appointed in 18/79. 


EPS 
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX MARK Ecumenical Press 
CENTURY OF AUTOCEPHALY Service 85.05.60 
BUCHAREST (EPS) - The 100th anniversary of the autocephaly (complete 


ecclesiastical independence) of Eastern Orthodoxy in Romania was marked (5 
May) in all Romanian Orthodox Church parishes in this country and overseas. 


Though autonomous since the 14th century, the ROC was not officially declared 
independent (by Ecumenical Patriarch Joachim) until April 1885. (Romanian 
national independence was proclaimed in 18/7/.) 


Following a celebration of the eucharist in the cathedral here, ROC bishops 
met to mark the anniversary, along with representatives of minority Christian 
traditions in the country, and the head of the government's religious affairs 
department. Roman Catholic Archbishop Ioan Robu and Reformed Bishop Nagy 
Gyula were among those who addressed the gathering. 


A resolution by the ROC bishops describes autocephaly as a “major historical 
event ... of national importance.” An ROC report calls the anniversary an 
opportunity for the ROC “not only to renew its efforts on behalf of the 
Romanian people,. but also to recognize new dimensions and aspects of 
contemporary Christian life, among them local ecumenism and the _ social 
apostolate ...." 


Later this year the church marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of 
the ROC patriarchate. Justin, in office since 19/7, is the fourth ROC 
patriarch since 1925. 


EPS 


CHURCH REPS MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
DROUGHT IN ETHIOPIA Service 85.05.61 


ADDIS ABABA (EPS) - Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church and overseas church 
representatives met for three days (28-30 April) at the International 
Livestock Centre for Africa, here, to review needs and activities in 
connection with the drought affecting the country. 


Prior to the meeting, participants visited three of the four relief centres 
set up by the EOC Development and Inter Church Aid Department - in Mekelle 
(Tigray), Ebinat (Gondar), and Haik (Wollo). According to a communiqué from 
the meeting, participants were “impressed by the efficiency and care with 
which the EOC had set up these centers and started distributing food supplies 
and giving medical care and attention." 


The group said that since the situation created by the drought would continue 
“well beyond" this year, the church around the world must “make a renewed 
effort to come to the rescue of the suffering people of Ethiopia.” 


The group agreed that the EOC open three new relief centres, and it spent five 
million US dollars for relief and rehabilitation work this year, the support 
to be channelled through the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
According to the communiqué, it was suggested that ways be found to carry out 
assistance through EOC parishes, monasteries, and related institutions. 


For those who have been resettled (so far an estimated 300,000 people) to 
other parts of the country as part of government response to the drought, it 
was suggested that the EOC “formulate plans to meet the spiritual needs of the 


people ... and the educational and health requirements." Also suggested was 
an EOC seminar on its role in agricultural development. "Government 
priorities should be taken into account", the communiqué said, “and 


sensitivity shown to the political, economic, and human issues.” 


Before the meeting, the group attended divine liturgy in the EOC cathedral 
here, and were welcomed by EOC Patriarch Tekle Haimanot. Part of the group 
also met with the government labor and social affairs minister, Birhanu 
Bayeh. According to the coffmuniqué, he “commended the _ significant 
contribution" of the EOC “especially in looking after several thousands of 
children who had been orphaned or made destitute during the drought.” 


The government representative stressed the need for vehicles, medical care and 
supplies, and improved varieties of seeds. He also “answered questions ... 
regarding the Eritrea and Tigray situation [where groups opposed to the 
government are active] and about the government's program for resettlement of 
families in more fertile areas.” 


Besides EOC and WCC representatives, participants came from France (Cimade), 
Switzerland (HEKS), UK (Christian Aid of the British Council of Churches), US 
(Church World Service of the National Council of Churches), Netherlands 
(Netherlands Reformed Church, ICCO), FRG (EZE), GDR (Bread for the World), 
Canada (Presbyterian Church in Canada, [Anglican] Primate's World Relief and 
Development Fund), Australian Council of Churches, Christian Conference of 
Asia, Hong Kong Christian Council, and Christian Council of Mozambique. 


The meeting was co-chaired by Indian [Oriental] Orthodox Metropolitan Paulos 
Gregorios (one of the seven WCC presidents), and EOC Bishop Makarios (who 


chairs the EOC development department). 
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US CHURCH COUNCIL URGED Ecumenical Press 
TO OVERCOME ITS WOUNDS Service 85.05.62 


CHICAGO (EPS/Tracy Early) - Hopes for a new era in the life of the [US] 
National Council of Churches seemed strong and pervasive as its governing 
board held the first meeting of the 1985-87 period (here, 15-17 May). 


An upbeat mood was present from the first moments, when a brass quartet played 
a rousing prelude, “Prince of Denmark", for opening worship. Although 
worship has by no means been absent from past NCC business meetings, it got a 
prominence here delegates could not remember occurring before. 


This was the first board meeting with the general secretary's post held by 
Arie Brouwer, a minister of the Reformed Church in America who previously 
headed his own denomination and then served as a deputy general secretary of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. In a major policy address on the 
first morning, he called for the NCC to acknowledge that past battles left it 
in a wounded state, and then to move forward to renewal. The NCC, he said, 
should seek the healing of its own wounds so that it can more effectively 
assist “the healing of the nations”, 


Brouwer addressed some hard questions critics ask about NCC commitment to 
Christian unity and fidelity to its theological base. He acknowledged 
“signs” in the council's staffing that work for Christian unity is 
“undervalued”, and proposed a new top executive post in that area. He said a 
proposed worship and evangelism commission would show “renewed commitment to 
the spiritual dimension of our struggles”. 


The board approved measures beginning a process of implementing work of a 
Presidential Panel on Future Mission and Resources that spent the last 
triennium trying to resolve the NCC's financial, structural, and public image 
problems. 


An implementation committee chaired by Andrew Vance (Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese) put forth a proposal for Church World Service, the NCC's relief, 
development, and refugee agency, to become a separate division, an enhancement 
of its present status as a sub-unit in the Division of Overseas Ministries. 
The board also approved recommendations asking Brouwer to develop proposals 
for the new worship and evangelism commission (or possibly “evangelism and 
worship", as United Methodist Bishop Leroy Hodapp advised as a gesture to 
"certain segments of our constituency”), and for upgrading a committee on 
international affairs to commission status. 


However, J. Oscar McCloud, director of the Presbyterian Program Agency in New 
York, noted that in the past the NCC had begun new units with enthusiasm 
outrunning assurances of funding, with consequent difficulty. He got 
approval of an amendment requiring Brouwer to determine capacity and 
willingness of the 31 NCC member denominations to finance these new units. 


The NCC executive committee elected Richard Butler, deputy director of CWS and 
its acting director since the departure of Director Paul McCleary last year, 
as its new executive head, with the upgraded title of associate general 
secretary. Martin Bailey, former editor of "A.D." magazine, was elected to a 
new position of associate general secretary for membership services. The NCC 
president and all top executive staff members are now males. In response to 
expressions of concern from board members, Brouwer virtually promised that 


women would get the next top appointments. 


EPS 


US CHURCH COUNCIL URGES Ecumenical Press 
SANCTUARY CONSIDERATION Service 85.05.63 


CHICAGO (EPS/Tracy Early) - The [US] National Council of Churches has asked 
its 31 member denominations to give the sanctuary movement “serious 
consideration". 


The movement, already supported by numerous congregations and individuals in 
many parts of the US, has emerged as a way of helping Central Americans in 
this country without legal authorization, particularly Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans, avoid deportation. Although the US government contends these 
immigrants have come primarily for economic reasons, rather than as political 
refugees, supporters of the sanctuary movement say they face right-wing death 
squads if they return. 


In a resolution adopted by the NCC governing board at its meeting (here, 15-17 
May), the US government was asked to grant Salvadorans and Guatemalans who had 
come to the US since 1980 “temporary safe haven" until they could “return home 
in safety”. The board also endorsed a proposed law, (the DeConcini-Moakly 
bill) which would provide a two-year moratorium on deportation of Salvadorans. 


Side-stepping specific judgement on the sanctuary movement, the NCC asked its 
members to support those who “pursue this difficult path" as a matter of 
Christian obedience. In the background of caution on this issue was the 
necessity for the NCC refugee resettlement unit, Church World Service, to 
maintain relationships with the government's immigration and naturalization 
service in assisting refugees who enter the country legally. 


In similar fashion, the board indicated sympathy for the “pledge of 
resistance" to US military intervention in Nicaragua, but without specifically 
endorsing it. Some board members said they had signed the pledge, which 
commits them to resist actively if the US military moves against Nicaragua. 


The NCC urged its members and local church leaders to “provide churches and 
individual Christians with guidance as they are faced either with the choice 
of engaging in non-violent acts of resistance or with the responsibility of 
caring for those whose consciences lead them to choose one of the options 
offered by the "pledge of resistance". 


A resolution on South Africa called for "reversing" the US administration's 
policy of “constructive engagement", which favours addressing the issue of 
apartheid (South African race sepration with white supremacy) through quiet 
diplomacy rather than open confrontation. The NCC said this policy is 
"ineffective", and it called rather for the policy of “comprehensive, 
mandatory and multilateral sanctions against South Africa” endorsed by the UN 
General Assembly. 


Another resolution welcomed reports of two church consultations last year 
dealing with Korean unification. The resolution urged the US government to 
“engage more actively in favour of unification", and it set a process in 
motion to give increased NCC attention to the question, 


Among visitors at the board meeting were five members of a visiting church 
delegation from the [East] German Democratic Republic (DDR) [EPS 85.05.63]. 

Christa Lewek, associate general secretary of the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches in the DDR, said she found the board meeting impressive in the range 


of topics covered and in the willingness of delegates to express forthright 
judgments on controversial issues. 


EPS 


GERMAN AND US CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
CONTINUE 8-YEAR-OLD DIALOGUE Service 85.05.64 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material supplied by the [US] National 
Council of Churches. ] 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Five church leaders from the [East] German Democratic 
Republic (DDR) were in the US during the second part of May to continue a 
dialogue begun eight years ago with the 3l-denomination [US] National Council 


of Churches. NCC international affairs director Dwain Epps, calls. the 
relationship between the NCC and the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the 
DDR a “unique bridge between East and West". The federation includes the 
eight DDR Landeskirchen (regional United and Lutheran denominations). The 


delegation also includes a Methodist. 


Besides a series of consultations on peace, disarmament, security and common 
witness, the two church agencies have exchanged observers and participants in 
connection with the annual "10 Days of Peace", a program of the DDR church, 
and the regular “Peace with Justice Weeks", co-sponsored by the NCC. Also, 
the NCC had a staff member in West Berlin from 1978-84, whose tasks included 
relationships with the DDR church. Epps said the NCC is discussing sending a 
new staff person, this time to reside in the DDR. 


In what Epps called “a new departure", the church representatives discussed 


“the relationship of the church to power - meaning state power - and to the 
powers - meaning the social, economic and political forces operative in 
society", during their time together in the US. The starting point for that 


part of the discussion was the 1934 Barmen Declaration. In it, German church 
representatives at the beginning of the Nazi period repudiated “the false 
teaching that the state can and should expand beyond its _ special 
responsibility to become the single and total order of human life ... [and 
that] the church can and should expand beyond its special responsibility to 
take on the characteristics, functions and dignities of the state, and thereby 
become itself an organ of the state.” 


Epps said for the US church this discussion means “wrestling to obtain a new 
understanding” of its "influence on US national policy, especially on 
international peace and disarmament issues", especially given the breakdown in 
recent years of “dialogue between the leadership of the churches joined in the 
ecumenical movement and the US administration”. Epps referred to “talk about 
the need [in the US] for a statement similar to the Barmen Declaration”. 


For its part, Epps said, the DDR church has continued to struggle with "the 
concept of the church in socialism, and the church's witness and service to 
society within socialism”. For example, church representatives have actively 
advocated that young people be given options to military service, and have 
engaged the state in dialogues on the right to conscientious objection to 
military service. 


Epps said the special NCC relationship with the DDR church fedration emerged 
in 1977 following the US government proposal to produce a neutron bomb. "The 
churches in Europe in general were very concerned about this as a new 
escalation of the nuclear arms race", he recalled, and the DDR church 
federation wrote to the NCC about “cooperative approaches to this issue." 


EPS 


FREEMASONRY SERIES BRINGS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH DEBATE IN NORWAY Service 85.05.65 


[Ostang is editor of Church of Norway Information. ] 


OSLO (EPS/Ovind Ostang) - After ten days of extensive newspaper documentation 
on Norwegian Freemasonry, the presiding [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) 
bishop, Andreas Aarflot of Oslo, was careful in his advice to pastors who are 
Freemasons. Although some theologians have stated that pastors should have 
nothing to do with Freemasonry, the bishop says this remains an individual 
matter of conscience, 


However, as the pastoral ministry is intended to serve everybody, Aarflot 
found it most in accordance with his ministry that pastors do not belong to 
exclusive fellowships such as Freemasonry. There are about 100 Church of 
Norway pastors among the country's 15,000 Freemasons, and two retired bishops. 


Based on material partly published in Sweden earlier this year, "Vaart Land", 
Norway's leading Christian daily, claimed, among other things, that the Nordic 
“Christian” branch of Freemasonry contains elements of gnosticism, rituals 
resembling baptism and eucharist, and elements of a blood rite traditionally 
linked to the legend on the cup used by Christ in the first eucharist (“the 
grail"). 


Only in the upper grades of Freemasonry does this symbolism become clear to 
those involved, the newspaper said, describing the innermost secrets of 
Freemasonry as something claimed to go beyond Christian revelation. 
According to some accounts of Freemasonry, these secrets were originally given 
by God to Noah, then guarded by patriarchs and prophets, the Essene sect of 
Judaism, and the medieval Knights Templar. Nordic Freemasonry, established 
in the 18th century, is rooted in Scottish Rite Freemasonry. 


Invited to study the paper's material, younger theologians at the NK Free 
Faculty of Theology said they cannot understand how clergy can justify being 
Freemasons. Although admitting that Masonic teaching, as described by the 
Vaart Land, would not be tolerated in NK pulpits, Aarflot expressed confidence 
in pastors who chose to remain in the group. : 
Leading Freemasons, among them the present grand master, Bernhard Paus, and 
the leading Church of Norway member, Dean Leif Ottersen, have not entered into 
details in their replies. Apart from being astonished that a Christian daily 
spent so much time and energy on what they see as an attack on activities 
based on Christian faith, they have generally said only that the paper's 
allegations are untrue and inaccurate. 


Ottersen also observed that pastors are not required for any Masonic rituals, 
that they are not sacraments, and that Freemasonry does not know any other 
road to salvation than the crucified and risen Christ. 


Winding up its “Searchlight on Freemasons" series (20 May), Vaart Land 
repeated that its intentions were to begin a debate on theological aspects of 
Freemasonry. The paper said it is puzzled that any who are leaders in the 
church could belong to a closed brotherhood with “doubtful religious practice”. 


Though not excluding that Freemasonry might lead people to active parish 
participation, the paper said Freemasonry is often a substitute for the 


congregation, “maybe also drawing a veil over the gospel". 


EPS 


EMILIO CASTRO VISITS FRG Ecumenical Press 
PEACE GROUP, PRESIDENT Service 85.05.66 


BONN (EPS/Monique McClellan) - Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, spoke to about 200 delegates to the annual meeting (here, 
16-19 May) of the Versohnungsbund (German branch of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation) about the witness of non-violence in the 
ecumenical movement. 


Castro has been a member of the fellowship, which is committed to non- 
violence, since his youth in Uruguay. He told the group here that “the duty 
to work for peace, the belief that war is sin, and the affirmation that 
violence is aiways bad," must be the starting point in church debates about 
such issues. 


Also during his visit here, Castro visited FRG President Richard von 
Weizsdcker, a former member of the WCC central committee. Castro says he 
hopes such visits with political leaders are useful particularly as_ they 
involve an exchange of information and views on human-rights concerns. 


Also on his visit, Castro preached at a 90-year-old church in the suburb of 
Bonn Bevel. With a new name —- Church of Reconciliation - the church is to be 
a center for reconciliation activities in the FRG capital. 


EPS 


Amity Foundation elects Ting EPS 85.05.67 
NANJING (EPS) - At its inaugural meeting (19 April), the board of directors of 


the Amity Foundation elected K.H. Ting as its president. The foundation was 
formed [EPS 85.04.12] to contribute to China's social development, make the 
Chinese Christian presence and participation more widely known to the Chinese 
people, and to strengthen ecumenical sharing of resources, and promote good 
relations between Chinese and others. Ting is also president of the China 
Christian Council, and of the seminary here. Most of the 14 board members are 
Christians, who are an estimated one percent of the population. 


Brazil Lutherans protest US Central America policy EPS 85.05.68 
PORTO ALEGRE (Brazil) (EPS) - President Augusto Ernesto Kunert of the 


Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB) has sent letters 
to the national bishops of the American Lutheran Church and Lutheran Church in 
America expressing "total support of your efforts aimed at changing the 
attitudes and behavior brought about by your government's policy” in Central 
America, especially Nicaragua. Kunert sent his letter following a petition 
with signatures from 35 IECLB congregations protesting US policy. 


Suspended Lutheran pastor arrested in Estonia EPS 85.05.69 
GENEVA (EPS) - Lutheran World Information reported (23 May) the arrest (3 
April) of Harri Moestnik, a pastor suspended last December by the Estonian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. (Estonia is part of the Soviet Union.) 
Moestnik's arrest was reported in a letter from the Stockholm-based Estonian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Exile. Both denominations are members of the 
World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and Conference of 
European Churches, all based here. Since his suspension, the pastor, 56, had 
reportedly been working as a sheepherder on the Baltic coast. His health is 
said to be bad. He is reportedly accused of “anti-Soviet agitation and 
propaganda" in connection with 12 sermons published in Estonian in Stockholm. 


EPS 


Friends World College opens centre in China EPS 85.05.70 
HUNTINGTON (New York/US) (EPS) - Quaker-related Friends World College, here, 
has announced the opening of a China centre at Ji Lin University in 
Manchuria. The college is sending two students per semester to help teach 
English to Chinese teachers at the university. 


Delay in Adventist decision on women's ordination recommended EPS 85.05.71 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - A 66-person commission (including 15 women) studying a 
proposal that Seventh-day Adventists ordain women has recommended that a 
decision by the world denomination on the issue be delayed till 1988, pending 
further theological and biblical research. Meantime,, the committee said, it 
must be made easier for women to assume denominational responsibilities which 
do not require ordination. Earlier, it had been announced that this year's 
world Seventh-day Adventist meeting would take up the issue [EPS 85.11.06]. 


Four US Methodist denominations to consider cooperation EPS 85.05.72 
ATLANTA (EPS) - Representatives of four of the five denominations that worked 
together on last year's bicentennial of Methodism in the US scheduled a 
meeting here (27-28 May) to organize a cooperation commission. They are the 
African Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian 
Methodist Episcopal, and United Methodist Churches. The fifth denomination, 
Free Methodist Church of North America, is to decide later this year whether 
to be part of the commission. 


Portuguese Presbyterians ask freedom for Timor prisoners EPS 85.05.73 
LISBON (EPS) - Pastors of the Presbyterian Church of Portugal have called on 


the Indonesian government to free political prisoners in East Timor. The area 
used to belong to Portugal. Since 1975 it has been made part of Indonesia, 
notwithstanding resistance from Fretilin (the East Timor Liberation Front). 


SA Lutherans appoint fulltime resettlement pastors EPS 85.05.74 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The council of the mostly black Evangelical Lutheran 


Church in Southern Africa has appointed a pastor to the fulltime work of 
resettlement ministry in each of the six ELCSA dioceses. In other council 
developments, ELCSA General Secretary Mervyn Assur said it was "ready to 
proceed with talks" about union with two small white denominations - ELCSA 
(Cape) and ELCSA (Natal/Transvaal). The first approved such talks earlier 
this year; the latter was to act on the issue later this month. 


Cannes ecumenical jury honors Argentine film EPS«85 05e@5 
CANNES (EPS) - The ecumenical jury at the annual film festival here gave (20 


May) its prize to an Argentine film, “The Official Story", by Luis Puenzo. 
The film deals with the period of the recent Argentine military government. 


Cameroon Presbyterians choose new leadership EPS 85.05.76 
BAMENDA (Cameroon) (EPS) - The 28th Synod of the Presbyterian Church in 
Cameroon has elected Henry Anye Awasom, 47, as its moderator. He succeeds the 
retiring Jeremiah Chi Kangsen, 65, moderator for the past 16 years. Awasom is 
currently working with the Evangelical Church in Baden (FRG). The synod also 
chose Jonas Dah, 42, as clerk. Both take office in November. 


English Anglicans get first black bishop EPS 85.05.77 
LONDON (EPS) - The first black Anglican bishop in England has been chosen. He 


is Wilfred Denniston Wood, 49. A native of Barbados, he will be suffragan 
bishop of Croydon in the Church of England diocese of Southwark. For the past 
three years, he has been archdeacon of Southwark. Among other things, he is a 


former moderator of the Program to Combat Racism of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. 


EPS 


KIRK ASSEMBLY WELCOMES Ecumenical Press 


BEM, CHURCH UNITY REPORTS Service 85.05.78 
EDINBURGH (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The Church of Scotland's (Kirk) historic 


suspicion of bishops came to the surface when its general assembly debated (21 
May) two international reports on church unity - the “Lima text" of the World 
Council of Churches on baptisn, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), and the report 
of the multilateral church conversation in Scotland (EPS 85.04.79). The 
latter concluded that there is sufficient doctrinal agreement for the union of 
six Scottish denominations, including the Kirk and the Scottish Episcopal 
[Anglican] Church, 


Several members of the assembly saw the latter report as yet another attempt 
to betray the Kirk's Presbyterian (Reformed) heritage. There was 
considerable support for an amendment whereby the general assembly would have 
merely received the report with interest. But, by 321 votes to 247, the 
assembly resolved to welcome the report as a statement of guidelines under 
which the six might move forward towards union. The report has now been sent 
for consideration by presbyteries, sessions, and congregations. 


Similarly, it was only by 382 votes to 323 that the assembly decided to 
recognize BEM as an up-to-date statement of the faith of the church through 
the ages. More difficulties arose over the BEM view that ordained ministry 
has personal, collegial, and communal dimensions. Still, by 402 votes to 
325, the assembly resolved to examine the church's structure to see what the 
Kirk could learn about the personal dimension of ministry from other 
traditions (as, for example, about the role of bishops), and also to commend 
to others Reformed elders as one historical embodiment of people's 
participation in church life and decision-making. 


In other action, the assembly reaffirmed the Kirk's absolute identification 
with the condemnation of apartheid as heresy by the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, and also urged white Reformed denominations in South Africa to sit 
down and speak on equal terms with their black Christian brothers and sisters, 


Also on abortion, the assembly showed itself divided. By 420 votes to 380 it 
committed itself to the view that abortion can only be justified in the case 
of risk to the mother's life, because "the foetus is from the beginning an 
independent human being”. A minority wanted to refer back for further 
discussion a report arguing that the 1967 Abortion Act had in effect brought 
about abortion on demand. The assembly in fact went on to call for a review 
of the 1967 act. 


The assembly also endorsed the Kirk's Board of Social Responsibility's 
criticisms of the Warnock Report on in vitro fertilization, in particular the 
board's rejection of “all non-therapeutic embryo experimentation" as contrary 
to the Christian belief in the sanctity of human life, as well as its 
rejection of artificial insemination by donor, egg and embryo donation, and 
surrogacy. 


The assembly showed its sympathy for teachers in their current dispute with 
the government but deplored their recourse to strike action while regretting 
the government's “seeming insensitivity” to teachers' grievances. Since last 
year, teachers have been conducting a campaign of selective strikes in protest 
the government's refusal to improve teachers' pay and to increase resources 
available for education. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Statement on Sri Lanka" EPS 85.05 .79 


[This statement was issued (22 May) by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


With the rapid escalation of violence in the last few weeks, the 
Situation in Sri Lanka is fast deteriorating. More than ever, 

it has become urgent to seek’ a political solution to the ethnic 
problem. 


The World Council of Churches is profoundly concerned about the 
continuing violence and increasing loss of lives. Excesses have 
been committed by both sides in what is becoming virtually a 
civil war. We deplore these excesses which have resulted in 
large-scale killings of civilians. 


The recent tragic escalation of conflict has to be attributed 
largely to the exclusive reliance on a military strategy to deal 
with the problem and the acknowledged indiscipline of the armed 
forces. All attempts to find a military solution have only 
increased the cycle of violence. 


To resolve this problem within a united Sri Lanka, the government 
should now offer a political solution which would ensure the 
necessary autonomy of the Tamil areas. The announcement of a plan 
of action along these lines would instil confidence among the 
Tamils and de-escalate violence. We urge the government to take 
this bold initiative to respond to the legitimate aspirations 

of the people for justice and peace. Any further delay is likely 
to make the problem intractable. . 


Our thoughts and prayers are at this moment with all the people 

of Sri Lanka. We earnestly hope that ways will soon be found to 
end the suffering and fears of the people and to rebuild a society 
in which all citizens can meaningfully participate. We especially 
remember the churches in Sri Lanka as they continue their efforts 
forjusticehfomval la 3 


[The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has issued a renewed appeal, 
for 150,000 US dollars, in connection with the Sri Lanka situation. The 
introduction to that appeal, available to journalists on request to CICARWS 
(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20), says: 


[“The situation in Sri Lanka has been fast deteriorating during the last few 
months. The increasing confrontation between the security forces and the 
separatist youth has led to large-scale reprisals on the civilian population 
in all parts of the North and East of the island. The Systematic combing 
operation of the North-Western province earlier this year led to an estimated 
40,000 persons fleeing by boats to India, adding to the 50,000 that had 
already taken shelter in India after the race riots of 1983. The alleged 
Muslim-Tamil confrontation in the East resulted in about 20,000 Tamils seeking 
shelter in schools and churches, Many of them have been rendered homeless. 

To date, the Sri Lanka government has not come up with any alternate proposal 
to a military solution to the ethnic issue. It is generally feared that the 
influx of refugees into India and the number of persons who go into 

camps in Sri Lanka seeking resettlement in safer areas will be on the increase 


in the coming months. ] 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Freedom and Responsibility" EPS 85.05.80 


[This message on democratization in several Latin American countries was 
approved last February by the assembly of the Rio de la Plata Synod and 
addressed to Waldensian congregations in Argentina and Uruguay. The assembly 
also approved a six-part reflection on “political action and struggle for 
justice” in light of the “new political era in Argentina and Uruguay". Among 
other things, it commits the denomination to “struggle for total elimination 
of our military outlays and related activities”. ] 


Ne are living through a rapid process of democratization in Latin America: 
Argentina, Bolivia, now Uruguay, shortly Brazil. ... We pray that this wave 
extend to all sister nations which still suffer oppression. Change has been 
dramatic: yesterday terror paralysed us and kept our voices low; today we 
can speak up openly, we can criticize or support centres of power; we can 
analyse objectively social, political and economic structures. 


slearly full freedom is not yet in evidence anywhere, since cultural, social 
and economic restraints still abound. Some have voice and vote for unlimited 
self-expression; others have voice alone, although power still belongs to 
others; and there remain those with neither voice nor vote. ... Nevertheless, 
-he terrifying day of the authoritarian state is over: the future is open for 
oarticipation in public life. ... 


fhe good news of Christ brings that freedom in which no majorities dominate 
ninorities. We call Jesus “the Redeemer", that is, simply, “the Liberator", 
vho delivers people from the constraints of legalism, the instrument of 
-eligious and civil oppression. ... We must be vigilant in keeping freedom 
ilive, working to assure that, as the sun, it illumines all life, for 
‘freedom" for some, but not for all, amounts to the sway of death for all. 
Je must press on unremittingly for the return of freedom that it is fulfilled 
m reaching to everyone. 


low freedom carries its risks and unsettles many; as in Israel of old, many 
ho have been delivered from domination through the intervention of God's 
mighty hand and outstretched arm" lament the loss of servitude's “security” 
Ex. “l6): We have to recognize that the same faintheartedness which arose in 
he desert can also prosper among us today. There are real risks, because 
reedom, the supreme gift in fully human life, is vulnerable to the snares of 


in (which reach well beyond the iniquity of state terrorism and 
uthoritarianism). ... 


or many, evidently, democracy is “license for the flesh", that is, unbounded 
pportunity for seeking one's own happiness, one's own fulfilment, one's own 
ortune at the cost of the others' good. For such Christ has not set us 
ree! Christ's freedom releases us to work for God's purposes, to struggle 
bove all for God's rule and its justice, for solidarity in place of 
xclusion, for justice in place of discrimination, with particular regard for 
he raising up of the weak. For this Christ transforms us, rescues us from 
he sin of individualism, of the spirit of “accommodation”, of living by the 
aw of the most powerful. 


e must receive Christ's freedom with thankfulness, with a _ spirit of 
epentance, of readiness to consecrate it to the cause of God's rule for which 
e must live, militantly, even, in secular and political arenas. Because in 
democracy all share power, God will hold us to account for what we do with 
he measure which falls to us, and ... failure to distribute power across the 
ull human community will mutilate life within the community of faith itself. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "“/Oth Anniversary of the Armenian Martyrs (24 May)" EPS 85.05.81 


[This item is excerpted from a letter sent by Karekin II, the Lebanon-based 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian) catholicos of Cilicia, to members of the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches, and ecumenical councils around the world. ] 


--- Seventy years have now elapsed since this last and the most deadly time of 
calamity that fell upon our Church and people. The Turkish authorities of 
the time, taking advantage of the First World War, tried to exterminate our 
Nation by driving our people out of their motherland and massacring most of 
them, one-and-a-half million, on their way to deportation and exile. The 
word genocide had not been yet coined in the sense of an internationally- 
recognized term to describe such crimes committed against a group, a community 
of people or a whole nation. The word massacre was the term by which the 
eye-witnesses, diplomats, missionaries, foreign people working in Turkey, 
Church dignitaries, internationally-known figures, historians and _ people 
concerned with human causes and correspondents of the world press described 
the horrible events aimed at the extermination of the Armenian Church and 
people. ... 


We believe that God has graced us with that spirit of re-generation. What 
counts above all is that the sacrifice of our martyrs has led us, their sons 
and daughters, their grandsons and grand-daughters to a new era of renaissance 
and a new state of self-awareness of and faithfulness to our Christian faith 
and national dignity, in the spirit of grateful thanksgiving to God. ... 


For seven continuous decades we always have assembled in our churches, in our 
community centres, in our cultural halls, in public gathering places, 
sometimes in the open-air, and have prayed God for the souls of the departed 
and the renewal of the new generations. In most cases we have been alone, 
that is to say, we have remembered and venerated our martyrs within our 
internal, Armenian community circles. 


Today, we live in an ecumenical age. Today, we are committed. to fellowship 
both for times of joy and for times of sorrow. I believe that it is high 
time for all our Christian brethren and sisters in the world, Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestant, to recognize this sacrifi¢e of our people and to join 
us in rendering thanks to God for our survival and manifesting their 
solidarity with us in our aspirations for justice. In this internationally 
inter-dependent world, our Christian witness has a chance of being felt or 
heard when and if it is made manifest in unity and in common effort. ... 


I want to make it very clear that in raising the Armenian Question and asking 
you, the Christian Churches and the ecumenical bodies to consider it, we have 
no intention of expressing any enmity or vengeance or hatred against Turkey, 
whose government authorities of the time were the authors of the genocide, 
We want to serve humankind by bringing our case to its intention, because we 
believe that if the genocide of the Armenian people is forgotten or tolerated 
the door to new genocides will easily open as was proven in the case of 
holocaust of the Jewish people by the Nazi regime of Hitler. 


The historical reality is there, wide-open. What makes our people feel 
indignant is that even the fact of genocide is being denied or obscured by 
Turkey and by some others who are being manipulated or misled because of their 
alliance with or interests in Turkey. But political considerations cannot 
cast shadow on the historical fact. It is our sincere hope that this issue 


be approached through dialogue, through peaceful channels of international 
instances, 
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ECUVIEW/David Bleakley: "Ecumenism in Ireland" EPS 85.05.82 


[Bleakley is general secretary of the Irish Council of Churches, which groups 
most traditions of the island's Christians other than the majority Roman 
Catholic. This item appeared in longer form in the March-April "Peace 
Section Newsletter" of the Mennonite Central Committee (21 South 12th Street, 
Akron, PA 17501, USA). ] 


Since the outbreak of the "troubles" in Northern Ireland in 1969, the churches 
have become vastly more aware of their shared responsibilities and have worked 
hard at “getting to know one another" encounters. As a result, there has 
been more positive contact between Protestants and Roman Catholics than at any 
time since the Reformation. 


Indeed, as a recent survey ("Ecumenism in Ireland") has pointed out, "Roman 
Catholic and Protestant leaders have got to know one another on a scale unique 
in Irish history”. These meetings have been formalized into a _ yearly 
inter-Church Conference at Ballymascanlon in County Louth with an open agenda 
and with provision for follow-up procedures, leading to jointly-published 
reports on key topics. 
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But though the potential significance of Ballymascanlon can hardly be 
underestimated, given the special circumstances in Ireland the question 
remains: Is it enough for top people to engage in dialogue without at the 
same time changing the rules and structures which separate their flocks? 
And, is this limitation the explanation for the feeling of déja-vu which 
enters into ecumenical endeavours these days (and, of course, not only in 
Ireland)? Can it be that the “speed” of the professional theologian falls 
far behind the needs of the time as discerned by the laity? 


A recent leading article in the influential Irish Times puts the position 
well: "It is debatable just how relevant the whole ecumenical business is at 
this time to many ordinary persons in both Catholic and Protestant churches. 
It is time to come to grips with fundamental issues which divide the 
churches. The churchmen can put it any way they choose, but to the man or 
woman in the pew it looks as if no progress has been achieved in these 
areas, The churchmen can talk forever (they probably will), but the average 
Catholic or Protestant will not be easily convinced that there has been any 
movement on the crunch issues.” 


And in Ireland “crunch issues" abound - issues like the validity of holy 
orders, eucharist, educational control, marriage and the religious upbringing 
of children, sexuality and the control of fertility. Left unattended, such 
issues encourage a fracture of fellowship between God's people in Ireland: 
this in turn weakens the authority of the church when it appeals for communal 
unity in periods of political tension. 


So, Christian partnership is lessened; worse still, bigotry is encouraged and 
all too many reach for their theological "revolvers" when they hear the word 
ecumenisn. More important, church disunity makes it harder to muster the 
full weight of public opinion against those who use violent means to achieve 
political ends. ... 


Fortunately, however, there is also a “best of times” to the story of 
ecumenism in Ireland. Those who know their Irish church are aware that today 
(unlike the not-so-distant past) the battle has been joined between those who 
are trapped in ancient disputes and those who have a vision of the future. 


(over) 


Ecumenism in Ireland/2 


In particular, during the past sixteen years of crisis the church at all 
levels has been reacting positively to its public responsibility in a series 
of initiatives which have taken Irish Christians well across’ the 
denominational divide. 


This newness of outreach is most noticeable when the church is defined as the 
whole people of God and not just its hierarchies and structures. Out of this 
“whole people" has come a great army of believers who co-operate at every 
level even in the midst of strife. 


These “future tense" Christians have ensured that, though Northern Ireland has 
been tested to the breaking point, Irish society has not been shattered. On 
the contrary, community goodwill is a persistent fact of life, and while 
movement at the highest political level has been painfully slow many bridges 
have been built - and Irish people are crossing and recrossing those bridges 
every day. 


Of course, Irish bigots remain shrill and get unmerited publicity, but they 
are unrepresentative of mainstream lay and clerical church leadership which 
has displayed consistently a moral discipline and a willingness to work across 
the denominational divide even at the height of shooting and bombing terror. 


We hear, indeed, of those Presbyterians who (by a very small majority) took 
their church out of the World Council of Churches, but less reported is the 
Support given to the British and Irish Councils of Churches by other strands 
of Presbyterianism. And also, let it be noted that those special jewels of 
Irish Ecumenism, the Corrymeela Community, the Irish Schools of Ecumenics and 
the Columbanus Inter-faith Community are led or supported by leading 
Presbyterians. 


So, putting the record straight: Ulster's Christian reconcilers do speak 
up. But too often what they say goes unreported because they speak a 
language which is disregarded in an age of reporting which gives pride of 
place to news framed in a context of controversy. And most important, 
notwithstanding their undoubted divisions, Irish Christian solidarity is 
strongest on the key issue of violence. While insisting that the 
institutions of society can and must be reformed, the Irish churches have 
affirmed clearly their opposition to para-military violence. ... 


But, beyond exhortations to non-violence, Christians in Ireland are active in 
peacemaking initiatives - and here, again, the laity play a key role. 


The latest example of such inter-church co-operation is the Peace Education 
Programme for Schools in Ireland, sponsored by the Irish Council of Churches 
--.- and the Roman Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace ... . This 
programme, unique in Europe for its range and ecumenical presentation has 
courageously entered and survived a good many theological and historical- 
ecclesiological minefields. Remarkably, the programme has been approved and 
financed by churches local and international, governments North and South in 
Ireland, and has the support of teachers in both the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic sectors. 


In addition to formal classroom education the "beating of swords into 
ploughshares” is pursued in Northern Ireland through a multitude of community- 


based organizations dedicated to the peacemaking process. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Héctor Caselli: "Why the Y?" EPS 85.05.83 


{Caselli is secretary general of the Geneva-based World Alliance of YMCAs, 
which groups 72 national YMCA movements. The alliance's Ninth World Council 
meets in Denmark, 28 July - 5 August, with the theme "Your Kingdom Come - 
Living up to our Responsibilities”. This item appeared in the 2-1985 issue 
of the alliance quarterly, "YMCA World Communiqué”. ] 


The first World Conference of YMCAs gathered 99 young men, in Paris, in August 
1855. ... This was not a meeting of organizers, but of familiar friends. ... 
Reports from those days stress that the meetings were full of vigour, 


youthfulness and _ joy; that they were characterized by spontaneity, 
Simplicity, a spirit of freedom, and lack of restraint. The unity 
experienced came from their faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and God. This 


implied that lively discussions, divergence of viewpoints or passing errors of 
judgement or other similar confrontations would not divide then. 


What are God's plans for the YMCA world movement? How are we going to 
discern the will of God? We are committed to the extension of God's Kingdom 
- a reign of love, justice, reconciliation, peace and dignity for all 
humankind. We know that the Kingdom of God is at hand, although it is not 
yet a living and existing reality. When we pray, “your Kingdom come", we are 
dealing with urgent imperatives in our daily personal and institutional lives. 


However, over and above our beliefs and commitments, discerning the will of 


God remains a complex challenge. It goes far beyond mental exercises, 
scientific solutions or technical abilities. It is a challenge which 
requires the willingness to listen to his word and to his demands. It is a 


challenge which calls for personal and shared meditation and prayer. 


Still, how can we avoid doubts? Who am I to understand what God expects of 
me? What is he telling our YMCA about the immediate future? Providence 
remains inscrutable, and the future is a mystery. And yet, we are called, 
whether we like it or not, to help history along and make, at every moment of 
our lives, the best possible choices, the best possible interpretations. 


In our work at the YMCA, at local, national, regional or world levels, this is 
not a utopic issue, something which does not belong to this world and is 
therefore disconnected with present issues and concerns. ... It is something 
deeply related to the ways in which we work and collaborate; to the unselfish 
ways in which we give our thoughts and time; it is something which shows in 
our attitudes, relationships and behaviour towards others, in the selection of 
values and priorities, and in the courageous steps which we may take for the 
advancement of the reign of God in the daily life of the YMCA movement. ... To 
discern the will of God is a ... responsibility in which we are involved now. 


Because the YMCA has declared since its very beginning its Christian and 
ecumenical vocation, the YMCA is unavoidably committed to people. It does 
not exist to give employment to some hundreds of thousands of staff, nor to 
satisfy the needs of voluntary leaders to render service, however important 
these factors may be. All our human and financial resources, based on our 
Christian mission, are tools geared to help people. The YMCA has declared 
its vocation and responsibility for the world and for human beings. Anything 
else, anything different, should be removed from our _ structures, our 
programmes and our services. Our witness and testimony of faith is directly 
and unavoidably related to the spiritual and material needs of all people, 
without discrimination, but most particularly to those who suffer, to the 
poor, to the victims of injustice. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Julius Paul: "Youth and the Church" EPS 85.05.84 


[Paul, a pastor in the Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore, spoke to the 
meeting in Lausanne this month of the church cooperation commission of the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. Paul was a youth intern in the LWF 
church cooperation department in 1980-81. This item appeared (16 May) in 
longer form in Lutheran World Information. ] 


-.. Questions have been raised, “Are we not being too optimistic in placing so 
much hope in today's youth? Are they different from other people just 
because they are young? Do all youth have the same refreshing critical 
attitude towards the establishment?" As we reflect on these questions, we 
are called to examine some directions most youth take. The general option of 
the average youth is to remain comfortable within the immediate environment. 
Students opt to do well in their examinations so that they can go to 
university and get a prestigious job, while the concern of working youth is to 
strive to advance his career so that he will be able to reap financial 
benefits and accumulate wealth. Most seem unconcerned about other areas. 


--. AS a result, they have a narrow and a restricted view of life. Although 
it is true that youth are capable of thinking critically, some youth do not 
respond to situations in that way because of the political, educational, 
cultural, social and economic system that they are part of. Youth have been 
taught to think only within the framework of these systems, which hold 
material rewards as the hallmark of success in life. 


Within the context of the church, youth are more often talked about as 
problems rather than as potential. Young people come to church with their 
problems, like unemployment, pressure to do well at school, and a feeling of 
uncertainty about the future. They are also affected by the drug culture. 
In spite of the problems they face, members of the congregation find it 
difficult to accept and work with young people. 


What the congregation most often offers is a youth room, table-tennis tables 
and hi-fi equipment. In response the congregation expects youth to dress 
properly, do well at school, keep out of trouble and attend church every 
Sunday. The church offers them nothing more. Young people are looking for 
a certainty which lies far deeper than games and sport. They seek goals and 
directions that are more important than good examination results. They are 
looking for reliable standards by which they can shape their future. 


Youth has always thought of the church as an event, God's event in the world, 
God's presence in the world. But in their experience they see the church 
essentially as a moral institution with a legal structure where the payment of 
church dues often seems more important than the concerns for the human 
being. Some questions youth asks of the church are: Where in the church do 
we find people who are really prepared to act out their Christian faith? 
Where in the church are people to be found who are really prepared to seek out 
the young people where they live and be of help to them? Where in the church 
can those who discover faith really live this faith with others? 


In the experience of youth, whenever they propose anything in the presence of 
church leaders, they feel that they are not accepted, they feel unsure of 
themselves. ... They are made to feel like an idealist who wants to change the 
world overnight. Youth feel that their role in meetings with older people is 
token or cosmetic, and to be pointed out proudly as evidence that young people 
are involved in ... decision-making .... This confirms the feeling that the 
church cannot listen, that it only wants to teach and is unable to learn. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Geevarghese Mar Osthathios: “Orthodox Mission in India” EPS 85.05.85 


[Osthathios is an Oriental Orthodox bishop in India. His was one of the 
situation reports at a conference late last year (EPS 84.11.13) on “the future 
of Orthodox witness”. It was sponsored by the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


-.- A few of the tasks before us today may be enumerated: 


(a) New Forms of Witness: One Hindu critic pointed out in a Hindu-Christian 
dialogue that Christian love looks like a spilder's web before hin. 
Christians spread the web of love and charity around to catch small flies for 
their own enjoyment. ... We should not have any ulterior motive in witnessing 
Christ. 


(b) Old Resource Sharing System (RSS) to meet the Indian RSS: Hindu 


renaissance today has many forms. One is Rashtrilya Swayam-Seva Sangh 
(National Self-Service Society). It is a well-disciplined military group of 
youth who believe that Hinduism is enough for India. They are against foreign 
money and foreign religions, even believing that Islam and Christianity are 
foreign. They think that only Hindu culture is Indian and authentic. 


How to meet them? If we follow Christ, we cannot meet violence with violence 
or communalism with the same coin. Our RSS must be a resource sharing system 
as shown by the World Council of Churches (WCC). We must tell them that 
Christ was the man for others and that all our spiritual and material 
resources are for sharing. This is the meaning of agape. 


(c) Priority of Mission over Evangelism: There are many fundamenatalist 


groups that give priority to the proclamation of the gospel over mission of 
love in service and justice. This is not a wise step in modern India. What is 
needed is to give more Christian content to our medical mission, educational 
mission, and service mission. Mission is more than institutions. ... Christ 
was God's own missionary on earth and all his disciples are missionaries, 
following his footsteps. Proclamation today must be an answer to the 
questions people ask, not preaching for the sake of preaching. If the people 
around us see a Christ-like life and behaviour in us, they will ask us who 
transformed our lives. This is the opportune moment to proclaim the good news 
of redemption. 


(d) Dialogue with Compassion: We should not approach our non-Christian 
friends as if they will all go to hell if they do not become baptized. ... The 
Johannine Logos Christology gives a better model for mission and evangelism in 
India. ... As Raymond Panikker's Unknown Christ of Hinduism shows, Christ as 
Logos is already at work everywhere, whether he is recognized or not. Our 
only task is to identify the partial manifestation of Logos with the Logos 
incarnate (full of grace and truth). Universal Logos is the rationale of 
dialogue, and the end will be “summing up all things in Christ”. CEphyt : 9f)i: 


(e) Tap Indigenous Resource for Mission in One World: vNgO.Much of +the 


indigenous resources remain untapped. With the spiritual awakening that 
nission creates in the church, resources will flow freely. The first Sunday 
in July is set apart for prayers and collections for mission and development. 
Nhen new mission fields are started, more personnel and money will be 
forthcoming. We need more grace for the new tasks ahead. 
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ECUVIEW/Agapie Assaad: “Challenges to the Coptic Church Today” EPS 85.05.86 


[Assaad is~—an--Oriental Orthodox nun in Egypt. Hers was one of the 
presentations at a conference late last year (EPS 84.11.13) on “the future of 
Orthodox witness". It was sponsored by the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


{Further challenges for the church: ] 


1. Corruption: One significant challenge that faces the Coptic Church in 
Egypt is that of the conflict between Christian values and corruption that 
seems to penetrate all areas of society. 


2. Competition: In all areas of society, competition is something where Copts 
may face problems, particularly in applying for jobs. One of the major issues 
of concern between Copts and Muslims has been the fact that Copts are 
discriminated against in areas of work, education, and government, where they 
are not given equal opportunities to occupy major positions. The Copts are 
excluded from certain leadership positions, like that of Umdah (chief of a 
village) and also from being appointed as police chief, governor, city mayor, 
college principal or superintendent, etc., unless the majority of the 
population in a village are Copts. 


3. Islamization: During the last decade, there has been a trend towards 
conservativism among Muslims in Egypt. Muslim conservatives in Al-Azhar 

courts. and other government positions approve the arrival of the idea of an 
Islamic state. There have been several discussions about a serious return to 
the application of Muslim laws to all facets of life in Egypt. ... 


4. Resulting Problems: An air of disillusionment and often despair about the 
future pervades society, particularly among the Coptic youth. Many wish to 
leave Egypt and emigrate to Canada, the US, and Europe. As this trend 
continues, it is causing serious concern to the church in terms of losing many 
of its educated youth. 


5. Future Prospects: The persistence of a Christian presence throughout the 
ups and downs of Egypt's history is evidence that the Lord wants his witnesses 
to continue striving - if need be through suffering - to make God's love for 
humankind manifest, in this land that gave a persecuted Jesus refuge. The 
Christians of Egypt, having coped for centuries with the problems of 
adaptation and of living alongside Muslim compatriots in day-to-day life, can 
offer the fruit of their experience to other countries where these problems 
are only just beginning. 


The young elite, particularly among Egyptian Christians, should not fall under 
the spell of mirages from such consumer societies as Canada, the US, or 
Australia. They should stay in the land of their ancestors and give it the 
benefit of their active faith. Egyptian Christianity is still a vital 
Christianity, having been kept intact, deepened, and made effective in the 
work of development to which it is harnessed, alongside Islam. It must go 
ahead, along the path of its vocation, whose supreme goal is to bear witness 
to God's love for humanity. 


An immense field of action is open to enthusiastic young people who want to 
give some meaning to their lives: it involves strengthening the Christian 
life of faith, seeing its practical implications, and working for the 


country's development at every level, in perfect harmony with the creation of 
an Africa that is more humane and more believing. 
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SHO P Tea Iewints2/19) 


Hans Florin has announced that he will leave the general secretaryship of the 
London-based World Association for Christian Communication, following a decade 
there. A WACC announcement says Florin will leave in June 1986 to "take up 
further duties on behalf of his church,” the Evangelical Church in Germany. 
WACC has also recently published its annual report, with a review of 1984 and 
plans for 1985. It is available from WACC at 122 King's Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the following 


schedule is in effect for the next three issues (all times 0700 GMT): 
Friday, 7 June; Wednesday, 12 June; Wednesday, 3 July 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: 


A renewed appeal (22 May), for 5.6 million US dollars in connection 
with drought and displaced persons in Ethiopia estimates that about 
eight million people are in need in the country. It includes a report 
on CICARWS-related relief work in the country so far this year; three 
brief reports on visits there; a summary of discussions and proposals, 
plus the communiqué from a meeting of inter-church aid representatives 
with officials of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church earlier this year (EPS 
85.05.61); a revised 1985 budget; and an update for the WCC account for 
the EOC relief program. 


The site for the next assembly of the Geneva-based World Student Christian 
Federation has been changed. Instead of Nicosia, it is to take place in 
Mexico City, 29 November-11l December. 


CCIA material: The WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on 
request: 


An overview of the Middle East situation prepared for a WCC staff 
meeting by CCIA Director Ninan Koshy. 


A communiqué from a meeting (23-24 May) of representatives of 25 
international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) hosted by the CCIA 
on behalf of the Geneva NGO group (which, besides the CCIA, includes 
the World Federation of United Nations Associations, World Peace 
Council, and Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.) The 
meeting was the third in a series begun five years ago for an “informal 
exchange of views on the world situation.” 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you if you so request. We 
pay the cost of telexing the headlines. You can then ask that the complete 
texts of items which interest you be telexed. You pay the cost of that. 


The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee is 28 July-8 August in Buenos 
Aires. EPS issues to be mailed from Geneva on 1,5,/, and 12 August are to 


include coverage. To arrange special or supplemental coverage, or for other 


deadlines to be met, be in touch with the EPS editor before 15 July. 
—_————S—$ Oe er EE Ee ecitor betore lo July. 


The report of the Fourth Forum on Bilateral Conversations (EPS 85.03.73) ig 
available (1.10 US dollars, 2.50 Swiss francs, 80 UK pence) from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


SEXUALITY-IN-RELIGION Ecumenical Press 
RESEARCHERS CONCLUDE Service 85.06.01 


GENEVA (EPS) — Researchers studying “female sexuality and bodily functions in 
different religious traditions” under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches have offered eight conclusions as a result of their work. 


Seven of the eight researchers [EPS 85.06.02] met at WCC headquarters here 
(16-24 May) to discuss their findings about the subject in Hinduism, Islan, 
Judaism, Buddhism, and Christianity. During the same meeting, WCC consultant 
Linda Katsuno presented a paper on her personal experiences as a disabled 
person. 


In a two-page statement issued after their meeting, the group observed, among 
other things, that world religions reflect a "great diversity in the 
interpretations of the authoritative sources." The group says it “observed in 
these interpretations a dialectic between positive and negative attitudes 
towards woman, between statements which affirm her dignity and those which 
deny it.” 

"The patriarchal origins of society", the researchers say, “are reflected in 
religious teachings which may be used to protect women as well as to 
subordinate or inhibit them." They note that historically men have defined 
sexuality for both men and women, with “female roles ... largely ... based on 
woman's procreative function." 


The researchers conclude with a question: “How can we renew our religious 
traditions so that in future female sexuality may be affirmed, and women 
become true partners with men?" They define “female sexuality” as “woman's 
nature as a sexual being", including, though not limited to “her biological 
system, bodily functions, and sexual relationships." 


Major issues treated in the researchers' papers - now being revised in the 
wake of discussion during the meeting - are “definitions and understandings of 
the nature of woman and of her relationship to man; ways in which Stages of 
the female life-cycle are observed; roles prescribed or accepted for women in 
family, religious community, and society; ritual practices associated with or 
performed by women; and expectations of and limitations on female sexual 
behavior and relationships." 


The research group include four Christians (Reformed, Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox) who worked on their own religion, a fifth, from 
the United Church of Christ in Japan, who worked on Buddhism, and a Muslim, a 
Jew, and a Hindu. 


Members of the group said that while they “do not want to deny that there are 
significant differences in the various religious traditions which we 
represent", nonetheless, “as women working together we have experienced a 
sense of unity in spite of these differences" because “what unites us is 
greater than what divides us." 


They said also that "because of the complexity of original sources and of the 
variety of interpretations, the project had proved to be much greater and more 
time-consuming than any had anticipated." They added that they found their 
research “without precedent", and said they hoped “other women will be 
encouraged to enlarge and deepen this research in relation to their faith and 
tradition.” 


EPS 


INTERFAITH RESEARCHERS Ecumenical Press 
STUDY VIEWS OF SEXUALITY Service 85.06.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - An interfaith group of eight women has been studying “female 
sexuality and bodily functions in different religious traditions” for the past 
eighteen months under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. They 
include a New Zealand Anglican priest, a United Church of Christ in Japan 
pastor, an Indian Hindu who directs a social research centre, and an Eastern 
Orthodox Romanian who is a legal adviser and editor for the church there. 


Results of the group's work [EPS 85.06.01] are to be forwarded to next month's 
meeting in Nairobi marking the end of the UN Women's Decade. The study 
itself, which formally began at a meeting here in November 1983, picks up 
concerns raised at a 1981 meeting in Sheffield (England) in connection with a 
multi-year WCC project on the “community of women and men in the church” [1981 
EPS no. 20, pp. 3-7]. The interfaith dimension reflects concerns raised at a 
1980 world meeting in Copenhagen which marked the mid-point of the UN decade. 


WCC Deputy General Secretary Marie Assaad said one goal of the study was “to 
put it [the subject] on the [ecumenical] agenda, not really to get final 
answers". She stressed its complexity and ground-breaking nature. 


Besides the Nairobi meeting, the meeting of the WCC central committee, also 
next month, in Buenos Aires, is to receive reports on the research. Assaad 
said it would be followed up especially by three parts of the WCC - the 
women's and interfaith dialogue sub-units, and the family education office. 


The eight researchers are: 


- Elizabeth Amoah (Christian, Reformed), a member of the study of religions 
department of the University of Ghana in Accra. 


- Janet Crawford (Christian, Anglican), a priest currently working on a 
doctorate in her native New Zealand. She is a member of the WCC Commission on 
Faith and Order, and a former WCC consultant.- 


- Blu Greenberg (Jewish), a New York-based writer and lecturer on Judaism and 
Jewish-Christian relations. 


- Laila El Hamamsy (Muslim), an Egyptian anthropologist, and former director 
of the social research centre of the American University in Cairo. 


- Iseko Kawase (Christian, United), a pastor of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan, who researched Buddhist teaching in collaboration with Buddhist women. 


- Ranjana Kumari (Hindu), director of a social research centre in New Delhi 
which formulates research and action programs, and a member of the Christian 


Institute for the Study of Religion and Society. 


- Maria-Teresa Porcile (Christian, Roman Catholic), a Uruguyan theologian 
working on a doctorate at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland). 


- Anca-Lucia Manolache (Christian, Eastern Orthodox), a Bucarest—based 
theologian, legal adviser, and editor for the Romanian Orthodox Church. 


During their meeting at WCC headquarters here, the researchers led a service 
of “interfaith morning prayer” for staff members and visitors. 
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KIRK TO STUDY Ecumenical Press 


NUCLEAR THREAT Service 85.06.03 
EDINBURGH (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of 
Scotland is to “examine the implications for Christian theology of the global 
nuclear threat to life". Its general assembly voted by an overwhelming 


majority to set up a special study committee of 12, which is to report back to 
next year's assembly. 


In other action, the assembly deplored the UK government's failure to devote 
0.7 percent of gross national product (GNP) to long-term overseas 
development. It urged the government to take immediate steps to bring aid up 
to this level, and to work towards the goal of one percent of GNP by 2000. 


Church and Nation Committee Convener Maxwell Craig told the assembly that the 
UK is really two nations, of winners and losers. The church, he said, must 
speak for the losers. "We have exalted the idol of competition in place of 
Christ's compassion - and that is idolatry indeed", he said. 


The assembly called current UK unemployment levels a denial of national 
community, called on the government to adopt economic and industrial policies 
which give priority to solving this problem. It urged the government to 
reduce the amount of money spent on defence-related projects so as to give 
greater support to general industrial research and development. 


The assembly expressed concern over the government's review of welfare 
benefits, and urged it to consider carefully long-term effects on more 


vulnerable members of society so that the review does not mean redistributing 
money from the poor to the very poor. 


[Earlier story: EPS 85.05.78]. 


EPS 
LEBANESE CHURCH REPS REACT Ecumenical Press 
TO CHRISTIANS' SITUATION Service 85.06.04 
BEIRUT (EPS) - The president of the Supreme Council of the Evangelical 


Community in Syria and Lebanon, and an ecumenical meeting of church leaders at 
the headquarters of the Maronite [Catholic] Patriarchate, reacted to April 
fighting affecting Christians in south Lebanon. 


In a statement distributed by the Middle East Council of Churches, based here, 
Salim Sahiouny, who is also executive secretary of the National Evangelical 
Synod of Syria and Lebanon, said the “fate of tens of thousands of helpless 
people - they happen to be Christians - is at stake" because of an "alliance 
of fundamentalists, leftists, and Palestinians". The affected area, seven 
villages in the eastern suburbs of Saida, is one of the main historic centres 
of the Protestant presence in the Middle East. Sahiouny spoke of "desecrated 
and looted" church buildings in the vicinity. 


The meeting at the patriarchate included representatives of Orthodox and 
Catholic communities. In a statement afterwards, also distributed by the 
MECC, the leaders “implore the brotherly and friendly countries, particularly 
Syria and all free nations, to employ their influence and power to put an end 
to this tragedy." They also ask Pope John Paul to “pursue his efforts with 
the world's states to pray to God for the return of peace in Lebanon.” 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jenni Karlsson: "South African Congregation Splits” EPS 85.06.05 


[Karlsson was a member of the independent, 105-year-old Norwegian Lutheran 
congregation (St Olav) in Durban, South Africa, which recently split. After 
the congregation declined in March to join the mostly black Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, about a fifth of the 100-or-so active 


members, including Karlsson, left it to join ELCSA. Karlsson says the 
situation she describes is “significant at this period in South African church 
history, when we are trying to have a confessing church". Though 


independent, the congregation has looked to the Lutheran bishop of Oslo as its 
ecclesial supervisor, and its pastors have been provided by the Norwegian 
Missionary Society. ] 


--. In 1975 the church members declared that it was their congregation's 
intention to merge with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa 
(ELCSA) ...% Successive church councils, the bishop of Oslo as well as the 
successive pastors of the congregation, all encouraged the congregation to 
take this step... 


ELCSA repeatedly and graciously welcomed us. Our new church building was 
dedicated by a bishop of ELCSA, our successive pastors were inducted by a 
bishop of ELCSA, and our pastors adopted ELCSA clerical robes. Many ELCSA 
priests shared in our pulpit ministry and with local ELCSA congregations we 
celebrated Reformation Day in united services. Our youth frequently met with 
other ELCSA youth, even sharing a retreat weekend. We even sent official 
observers to the ELCSA synods and councils. Our fellowship and interaction 
with ELCSA was warm. 


However, on the periphery of our congregation, some members expressed their 
doubts. What was this ELCSA? Was it a political group? Was it linked to 
the Lutheran World Federation communists? Isn't ELCSA linked to the SACC 
[South African Council of Churches] which is linked to the WCC [World Council 
of Churches] which is linked to the ANC [African National Congress] which is 
"killing our boys on the border'? (Whew! All in one equation!) 

All the while, the members became more and more polarised. So we did our 
homework and held information evenings and put up posters and charts. But 
the conflict became palpable. At last we invited some outsiders to referee a 
meeting at which we would explore the consequences of the options open to us: 
to join ELCSA, or another denomination, or postpone the merger, or just 
maintain the status quo. Our decision was heightened by the fact that this 
was a black-white issue, that we had no pastor, and no pastor worth his salt 
would come to a congregation that had rejected ELCSA. 


On 24 March 1985 we were ready to vote on the resolution to adopt ELCSA's 
constitution in favour of our own. We doubted that the four-fifths majority 
required would be obtained. ... Many inactive members came to vote, and when 
an amendment was proposed to vote on the resolution in five years time, it was 
carried by a simple majority! 


Any further postponement, surely, was pointless. ... To reject ELCSA any 
further would be a slur on our moral integrity and would label us as 


‘apartheid Christians’. We want no part in that. We want our unity with 
our black Lutheran brothers and sisters in Christ to be a confession of our 
faith and Christian love. We have therefore resigned from this ... 


congregation, and have humbly asked the bishop to accept us into ELCSA. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Paul Wee: "Reflections on a Visit to North Korea" EPS 85.06.06 


[Wee is general secretary of Lutheran World Ministries, US agency of the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. He was part of a four-person US 
church delegation which visited the Democratic People's Republic of [North] 
Korea. His report appeared in longer form in the current (Spring 1985) issue 
of World Encounter, quarterly published by the world mission and ecumenism 
division of the Lutheran Church in America. ] 


[Our anticipation grew] as we set off one morning to visit the office of the 
Korean Christian Federation. Ushered into the reception room at _ the 
federation's headquarters in [the DPRK capital,] Pyongyang, we were somewhat 
disappointed to see that it looked like every other reception room in every 
other building, in every other city, including the ubiquitous portrait of the 
one they call the “Great Leader", Kim Il Sung. 


But the greeting from an elderly gentleman who is president of the Korean 
Christian Federation, unlike any we would ever receive in North Korea, told us 
instantly that we were in no ordinary place. Goose bumps came over me when 
he said it: "We welcome you in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”. 


When we were seated, the president, with two male colleagues at his side, 
looked at us and asked, "May we have a word of prayer?" He spoke a beautiful 
and powerful prayer which seemed to gather up all the tragic history and 
alienation between our peoples, the fear of renewed hostilities, and place 
them in the arms of God. And there was also a word of thankfulness that we 
had come. 


Then our delegation's leader, John Moyer, Presbyterian pastor and executive 
director of the Northern California Ecumenical Council, looked at the three 
churchmen and said, “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we greet you from 
our churches in the United States. We come to you in peace and love." 


It was a thrilling moment and it began hours of talk that seemed to fly past 
like scenes in a movie, as if a great kaleidoscope of history, with all its 
pathos, agony and exhilaration, were being compressed into this brief time and 
space. They spoke of the Korean War: "We did not expect Christians from 
America to bomb our homes and churches. Please do not let me offend you when 
I say this. We felt so safe in the buildings with crosses on top. Many of 
our people were killed even during worship. The threat of the atomic bomb 
drove many Christians to the south. After the destruction of our country 
many people linked the war with Christians' acts.” 


He went on to speak of the rebuilding of the north and reorganizing of 
Christian communities in the homes of the faithful. “We count 5,000 members 
but there are a great many more. All of the churches were destroyed during 
the bombings. Following the war the building of churches was put off so that 
hospitals and factories could be rebuilt first. Yet Christians are free 
today to construct church buildings.” 


Then he said something which surprised us even more. "The church is 
growing. Although we have only 15 ordained pastors, there is now a 
three-year seminary course and seven new pastors are being trained. We have 
produced a new hymnal and a new translation of the New Testament. The Old 
Testament will be printed in a few months.” Then he presented us with new 
copies of the church's hymnal and New Testament, and we presented gifts from 


our churches, a hymnal and a cross. 


(over) 


North Korea/2 


He asked us to work for the reunification of the Korean people and an end to 
the threat of war. We called for mutual forgiveness for the sins of the past 
and promised prayers for each other and for a future filled with understanding 
and peace. 


... While I can claim no instant expertise after 14 days, the realities are 
nevertheless overwhelming. The friendliness and hospitality afforded our 
delegation - a traditional enemy - exceeded all expectations. Not only at 
the formal receptions and the staged gatherings, but also at the spontaneous 
encounters while walking on the street or jogging through the parks in the 
early morning. At no time did we feel threatened or put under pressure to 
speak other than our mind. For long hours we talked, argued, and laughed 
with our hosts every single day. 


We were amazed at their lack of knowledge about North America, its history, 
institutions, and people. At the same time we were amazed with their total 
lack of pretence and defensiveness, their candour with respect to_ the 
weaknesses of their own system, and the goals which remained unfulfilled. In 
spite of the crassness of much North Korean propaganda in the West, never did 
we have that feeling, frequently experienced in Eastern Europe, that we were 
being asked to accept a self-righteous ideological line in which the hosts 
themselves had little faith. 


They had their own reasons for inviting us and were obviously hopeful that we 


might have sympathy with their programme for Korean reunification. But this 
fact alone in no way calls into question the honesty, openness, and basic 
integrity of these people. Some Americans have charged that we were taken in 


by clever propaganda. We reject such charges. ... 


What can be said of a critical nature about North Korean society? No matter 
how great the degree of social equality in the north I have serious misgivings 
about ideological indoctrination that moulds thinking patterns into a single, 
pre-determined formula. I make this criticism carefully for two reasons. 


First, my criteria are based on western democracies in which, for example, the 
freedom of the individual is given higher value that the freedom of the 
community. Second, our delegation deeply respects all the discussion which 
goes on in the schools, rice fields, factories, and community organizations, 
and at every level of North Korean society. 


Yet the single norm for right thinking and acting is purity of ideology. The 
ideological revolution is the basis for the technological and cultural 
revolutions. And at the heart of this ideology is the adoration of the 
"Great Leader” Kim I1 Sung. He is at once the deliverer from the Japanese 
and the Americans, the benevolent provider of all good things, the protector 
from enemies, and the source of hope. He is now passing on these god-like 
qualities to his only son, the “Dear Leader", Kim Jong II, who has been named 
heir apparent to the presidency of the DPRK. 


Because we encountered such a large number of people, young and old, who 
appeared to be relatively content with their lives, and because we observed 
some results of Kim II Sung's philosophy which can be viewed with admiration, 
this word of critique must be spoken with qualification. Yet because of the 
fact that history has borne out time and again the realism implicit in the 
biblical warning against every attempt to invest temporal reality with 
ultimate authority or virtue, it must be spoken nevertheless. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: “Reflections on Ethiopia” EPS 85.06.07 


[These reflections follow Koshy's trip to Ethiopia, 25 April-2 May. Koshy 
directs the international affairs commission (CCIA) of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. ] 


The Second Plenum of the central committee of the Workers Party of Ethiopia 
was held early in April. Among items on its agenda were plans to establish 
the People's Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (PDRE), “the first ever of its 
kind in the nation's millenial history, ... under the Marxist-Leninist 
vanguard, ... [with] the active participation of the broad masses of people 
including workers and peasants as well as intellectuals, members of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces and all those who stand on the side of the 
revolution”. The party's central role in the PDRE is clearly stated. 


A careful and slow process seems to be under way regarding a constitution. 
(The government is still 'provisional', and there has been no constitution for 
the last ten years.) There are working papers and preliminary drafts, but 
apparently there is no final text yet though there were expectations earlier 
that the constitution would be finalized in May. There are clear indications 
that the head of state will have vast powers. It may be more correct to say 
that constitutional provisions are likely to reflect the powers he now has. 


There is a proposal for a three-tier system of justice, consisting of regular 
courts, special courts and people's courts dispensing “revolutionary 
justice”. Private ownership seems to be still under some debate. 


There is apparently a serious effort to cope with the problem of 
nationalities. Official statements say that the constitution under 
preparation elaborates on the structure of the state to be created and its 
internal organization as well as on the fundamental rights and prerogatives of 
nationals. There are constant references to regional autonomy. Whether 
this will go beyond the 1976 plan is not yet clear. 


Another aspect of the constitution which will be looked at with special 
interest will be the clauses on religion. Freedom of worship will be 
guaranteed in the constitution, according to all indications. But working 
papers seem to be critical of religion “as being in competition with the 
revolution for the minds and loyalties of the Ethiopian masses". Apparently 
the worry is not only about Christianity but also about Islam. Islam is said 
to be winning new converts in Ethiopia and the Islamic policies of Sudan have 
added to Ethiopian concerns. However, the government is conscious of the 
fact that religion has deep roots in Ethiopia. 


The attempt to create a People's Democratic Republic with Marxist-Leninist 
party leadership is not made easy by the critical situation produced by 
drought and famine. For relief Ethiopia is heavily dependent on the West, 
especially the US for emergency food supplies. The Ethiopian government 
occasionally says that it was rather late that Western governments and 
agencies started to provide assistance, but it is also argued that the 
Ethiopian government itself did not present the full seriousness of the 
Situation until after the 10th anniversary celebrations of the revolution in 
September 1984, 


There is also the criticism that East European governments including Soviet 
Union have not been generous enough. Apparently there are tensions within 
the highest level of the party which are reflected when dealing with such 


criticisms. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Open Letter on Theological Education" EPS 85.06.08 


[This “open letter to colleagues in theological education" was prepared by a 
consultation on “theology by the people" (Mexico City, 14-18 April) sponsored 
by the theological education programme (PTE) of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. ] 


... We have seen more sharply in recent years that God's good news is being 
proclaimed among the poor and by the poor - women and men and children and 
youth who are marginalised, oppressed, exploited, and dehumanized in many ways 
- as a message of liberation, justice, and fulness of life. ... This focus on 
the poor has cultural, economic, political, social, and spiritual dimensions, 
for it is a vision of abundant life, which God in Christ intends for us all. 
It opens to us an understanding of the evils of our times and provides access 
to the spiritual power that can transform lives, renew the life of the church, 
and form new social institutions. It offers hope for those who work for 
justice and peace in the midst of secularism and militarism under the shadow 
of nuclear holocaust. 


Becuase our world is so _ filled with oppression, alienation, and 
impoverishment, we believe that all people, especially the oppressed poor, are 
called by God's Spirit to articulate their own theology as they discover that 
the God of the Bible is on their side and as we all resist the principalities 
and overcome the forces of death. Theology is the task of people who became 
critically conscious in communities of faith and action. 


We have seen dynamic and diverse expressions of people's theology among base 
communities in Latin America and Europe, movements of women and minorities in 
North America and Australia-New Zealand, vital Christian communities in 
Africa, groups struggling for their rights and dignity in Asia and _ the 
Pacific, sisters and brothers with disabilities, and others who weep and 
celebrate through ancient and modern liturgies. ... 


As we consider our task as theological educators, we are humbled before God 


and before God's people. We now see more clearly that we must learn to 
listen to the stories of suffering people as they tell of their hope and work 
for justice in the midst of oppression. We need to learn their languages, 


interpret their experiences and stories for ourselves and others in the light 
of the gospel, and make available to them the experience of the universal 
church, the wisdom of the Christian tradition, and appropriate critical tools. 


We need to learn to read the Bible not only with the tools of scholarship but 
also through the eyes of the poor and the marginalised in order to understand 
God's message and make our response as disciples of Jesus Christ. We need to 
be changed in accordance with this understanding. We feel the need to shape 
our institutions and programmes of theological education in ways that will 
enable all who participate to become companions of the poor in their struggles 
and also enable our churches and societies to hear and respond to their cry. 


We know that there will always be many different ways to undertake theological 
education, and we rejoice that many creative efforts have already been made to 
carry out our mandate closer to local congregations and communities. But we 
sense that God's compassion for the poor is a newly-urgent priority for 
theological education. We suggest that this will require new relationships 
between theological studies and social realities, church traditions and 
people's movements, spiritual discipline and cultural roots, learning and 
suffering, pastors and congregations within the body of Christ, which was 
broken that all might have life. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Soviet Religious Leaders' End-of-War Anniversary Appeal" EPS 85.06.09 


[This “appeal of heads and representatives of churches and _ religious 
associations in the USSR to the religious leaders of the world" is by leaders 
of Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and Christian bodies in the Soviet Union. The 
Christian signers include Baptist (AUCECB), Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), 
Seventh-day Adventist, Lutheran (Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian), Eastern 
Orthodox (Russian, Georgian, Old Believer), Methodist (Estonian), Reformed 
(Transcarpathian), and Roman Catholic (Latvian, Lithuanian) representatives. 
The group met 17-18 April in Moscow and Zagorsk at the invitation of Eastern 
Orthodox Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia. ] 


... We address you, religious leaders in the whole world, with an appeal to 
remember with gratitude all those who sacrificed their lives during the Second 
World War for the sake of our peaceful life, and to offer up our ardent 
prayers for them. We address you, religious leaders in all the world, with an 
appeal to remember the last war and to exert all possible efforts to prevent a 
new war which may crush humanity down to a nuclear holocaust. 


Our country is a multinational country. Followers of different religions 
live in it. During hard years of the Second World War, which was the Great 
Patriotic War for us, all Soviet people were united by the same feelings and 
the same purpose - to defend freedom and independence of their motherland. 
The force of evil had been overcome by the force of this unity and the defeat 
of the German Fascism had been brought about. 


Forty years have passed since the most ferocious and bloody war in the history 
of humanity. It gives us the shudders to recall the tragedy which the 
nations of the world have experienced. It is with deep sorrow and infinite 
gratitude that we think of the great sacrifice made by the Soviet Union. 
Twenty million human lives, many million cripples, widows and _ orphans, 
hundreds of destroyed towns, tens of thousands of burned villages, the ruined 
monuments of history and culture - is it possible to name all the losses and 
to measure the sufferings experienced by our people during the war? 


In these days we recall that the defeat of the German Fascism and the 
victorious end of the Second World War have been brought about by common 
efforts of the anti-Hitlerite coalition, by the efforts of many countries and 
mations and in the first place by the selfless sacrificial exploit of the 
Soviet people. Humanity was spared the most awful tragedy through the 
solidarity of peoples and nations with different historical backgrounds and 
cultures, with different social order. Joint victory gained 40 years ago has 
given a remarkable example of fraternal unity of many nations for the sake of 
defeating the evil which menaced all of then. 


It is impossible to over-estimate the meaning of the victory for the fortunes 
of the nations of Europe and the whole world. The victory meant not only the 
liberation of many countries from enslavement, the deliverance of many nations 
from genocide and the cessation of war. The victory also had a great moral 
meaning since the most anti-human ideology that ever existed on the earth had 
been crushed down. 


The nations of Europe and some other regions have been enjoying the benefits 
of peace for 40 years. Yet, peace has not become the lot of people in many 
parts of the earth. For the past four decades many local wars have taken the 
lives of tens of millions of human beings, caused indescribable sufferings and 


destroyed national structures. 


(over) 


anniversary appeal/2 


If we take the case of states which live in peace we would not see the fulness 
of peace either since these countries bear a heavy burden of the effects of 
the unabated arms race which is a characteristic feature of our time and which 
now brings a threat to the sacred gift of life itself. The arms race takes 
in new regions and spheres and theatens to enter outer space. There is no 
doubt that it would bring new unpredictable and awful results for all humanity 
and for all living things. 


Remembering the experience of the Second World War and being aware of the 
common peacemaking responsibility of religious believers, we address you, dear 
brothers and sisters, with an appeal to unite our efforts in the struggle 
against nuclear catastrophe. We know that our religious differences cannot 
hamper us. On the contrary, as the religious participants of the World 
Conference: Religious Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear 
Catastrophe (Moscow, May 1982) said: "We can be together in asserting the 
many things that we all hold dear. Life is a sacred gift which is granted to 
be nourished and developed. Peace is the indispensable quality of life. 

War is contrary to life. It is necessary to seek only after the truth and 
live by truth. Falsehood is an evil and it must be cast out. Hatred, 
aggression and greed lead to war and destroy life. It is necessary to combat 
injustice and enforced poverty and eliminate then. Pursuing one's own 
interests at the expense of our fellowmen is contrary to all religions. ..." 


The duty of religious people is to struggle together with all people of good 
will for making our Earth free from the threat of a nuclear holocaust. We 
are convinced that this goal may be achieved through disarmament negotiations 
held on the equal basis and in the first place between the United States of 
America and the Soviet Union. 


We know that the implementation of the [1975] Helsinki agreements, the aim of 
which is the improvement of international life in Europe will help to achieve 
this goal. The Helsinki process may give a worthy example to other regions 
of the world to follow. We realize how complicated this task is, how far the 
world is now from the attainment of this goal which is becoming even more 
remote with every new spiral of the arms race. And yet we believe that a 
gradual, stage-by-stage advancement to the world without arms and wars is 
feasible. 


The following could be immediate steps undertaken in order to deliver humanity 
from the threat of a nuclear catastrophe and make the relations between states 
healthier: (a) a pledge of all nuclear states not to be the first in using 
nuclear arms; (b) a treaty on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons signed by 
all countries; (c) an international treaty against the use of outer space for 
military purposes; (d) a complete freeze on the existing nuclear weapons as a 
preliminary step to their reduction and elimination which is a moral 
imperative and an economic necessity; (e) an establishment of nuclear-free 
zones in different regions of the world wherever it is possible. 


We are convinced that the new Soviet-American negotiations on nuclear and 
Space weapons being held in Geneva are of a particularly great importance. 
One of the urgent tasks for religious peacemakers consists in supporting these 
negotiations and in creating favourable climate for then. We believe that 
the success of the negotiations will be speeded up if the American side 
follows an example of the Soviet Union which declared the moratorium on the 
development of its medium-range missiles and suspended other reciprocal steps 
in Europe. Religious believers can make an effective contribution to the 
consolidation of peace by facilitating the successful outcome .... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Prayer for Justice and Peace in Namibia" EPS 85.06.10 


[The Council of Churches in Namibia, which groups most of the country's 
Christians, has announced 16 June as a “special day of prayer and supplication 
for peace and independence in Namibia”. Prayers are to be offered for “an 
end to the South African occupation" of Namibia, and a "just and lasting 
peace”. CCN “asks its partners overseas to join with them that day, or as 
soon as possible after that day, in prayers to almighty God for the 
deliverance of Namibia from the hands of South Africa and its surrogates”, 
CCN includes Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Methodist, and Reformed 
jurisdictions. ] 


LEADER: Oh Lord, you know our oppression and anticipation for liberation, you 
love us as a father and care for us as a mother, you came to share our life as 
a brother and live in our pain and tears. 


PEOPLE: To you we lift our outspread hands: give us your justice and peace 
in Namibia. 


L: We are trodden upon, day and night. Decisions about our beloved country 
are being taken, without taking notice of us. Traitors are building good 
life and pleasure on the pain and agony of many. 


P: To you we lift our outspread hands: give us your justice and peace in 
Namibia. 


L: How long, oh Lord, how long will evil rule our country? With only a few 
years left before the close of this century, in which we suffer generation 
after generation, will you allow, oh Lord, our children to live under the 
destructive burden of colonialism in the coming century? Why, oh, why Lord 
shall we suffer from one century to the other? 


P; To you we lift our outspread hands: give us your justice and peace in 
Namibia. 


L: There is nobody to whom we can go for help, oh Lord our God. For you 
alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high. 
You, who through your son, take away the sin of the world, our help is in your 
liberating name. 


P:; To you we lift our outspread hands: give us your justice and peace in 
Namibia. 


L: In the midst of hunger and war we remember your promise to the poor and the 
peace for which you died. In the midst of oppression and tyranny we offer 
ourselves as your servants for freedom. In the midst of doubt, mistrust and 
despair we commit ourselves into your hands and pray for faith and hope. 


P; To you we lift our outspread hands: give us your justice and peace in 
Namibia. 


L: We are day and night living in the fear of those who call themselves our 


protectors. Those who are part of us, are for the sake of money allowing 
themselves to be misused by evil for a conspiracy against us. We are 
Surrounded by hatred and death on every side. But, oh Lord, you are love, 


you overcome death by the resurrection of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 


L and P: Victory is yours forever and ever. Therefore we believe that we 


Shall overcome. Amen. 
EPS 


ECUTEXT; “Prayer for an End to Unjust Rule in South Africa" EPS 85.06.11 


[In connection with the annual day of prayer (16 June) in connection with the 
killing of 700 people in the black South African township of Soweto, the South 
African Council of Churches prepared material from which the following item is 
excerpted. The events in Soweto were in 1976. The reference to 25 years 
ago is to the shootings in Sharpeville, 21 March 1960, “a turning point in the 
history of [black] African self-determination" and resistance to apartheid, 
the South African system of race separation with white supremacy. ] 


-.. On 16 June, and 25 years after the dawning of this phase of resistance, it 
is right to remember those whose blood has been shed in resistance and protest 
against an unjust system. It is also right that we as Christians reassess 
our response to a system that all right-thinking people identify as unjust. 
We have prayed for our rulers, as is demanded of us in the Scriptures. We 
have entered into consultation with them as is required by our faith. We 
have taken the reluctant and drastic step of declaring apartheid to be 
contrary to the declared will of God, and some churches have declared its 
theological justification to be a heresy. We now pray that God will replace 
the present structures of oppression with ones that are just, and remove those 
in power who persist in defying his laws, installing in their place leaders 
who will govern with justice and mercy. 


We do this conscious of a broad and compelling tradition of faith that unites 
us in a common loyalty to the sole Lordship of Jesus Christ. The scriptural 
record is clear. Civil authority is instituted of God, in order to rule with 
justice,, goodness and love (Romans 13). This same record is equally clear 
that civil authority can be a source of blasphemy against God (Revelation 
LB9) In this awareness Christians have through the ages prayed that they may 
be godly and quietly governed. ... 


The considered judgement of every synod, assembly and conference of the Roman 
Catholic and mainline Protestant churches (with the exception of the Afrikaans 
Reformed churches), has been that the present [South African] regime, together 
with its structures of domination, stands in contradiction to the Christian 
gospel to which the churches of the land seek to remain faithful. We have 
continually prayed for the authorities, that they may govern wisely and 
justly. Now, in solidarity with those who suffer most, in this hour of 
crisis we pray that God in His grace may remove from His people the tyrannical 
structures of oppression and those in power who persistently refuse to heed 
the cry for justice, as reflected in the Word of God and proclaimed through 
His Church both within this land and beyond. 


In constant and solemn awareness of the responsibility with which we are 
charged, we pray that God's rule may be established in this land. We pledge 
ourselves to work for that day, knowing that this rule is good news to the 
poor, becayse the captives will be released, the blind healed, the oppressed 
set at liberty, and the acceptable year of the Lord proclaimed (Luke 4: 18-19). 


We invite Christians, and all people of goodwill, to join consistently in 
prayer for a new and just order in this land. In so doing we share in a 
community of those who believe throughout this world, who will pray on 16 
June, in commemoration of those who died at Soweto and other places such as 
Sharpeville, Crossroads and Uitenhage, in commitment to a new South Africa for 
all its people. 


EPS 
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SHOPTALK (52/20) 


Changes in EPS 85.06.01,02: EPS was given the wrong information about the 
identity of one of the eight researchers mentioned. Instead of Iseko Kawase, 
the researcher on Buddhism is Junko Minamoto, a Buddhist scholar and teacher 
from Japan. This change affects paragraph seven of 85.06.01, and paragraphs 
one and five of 85.06.02. 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the next two 
deadlines (0/00 GMT) are Wednesday, 12 June, and Wednesday, 3 July 


Theme of the latest (April) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review is 
the WCC basis of membership. The issue includes articles on its various 
phrases, and its history and significance by W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Lesslie 
Newbigin, Konrad Raiser, Heinz-Joachim Held, Edward W. Scott, Marga Biihrig, 
and Paulos Gregorios. It also includes articles on WCC/RC collaboration, the 
experience of the Pentecostal Mission Church in Chile as a WCC member since 
1961, and the second and fourth ecumenical councils (Constantinople and 
Chalcedon) in light of last year's European “ecumenical encounter” in Trent 
under the auspices of Europe's Roman Catholic bishops and the Geneva-based 
Conference of European Churches. Copies of ER are available for 4.50 US 
dollars, 9 Swiss francs, or 2.50 UK pounds each from WCC Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: On request, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We pay 
for that. You can then ask for telexes of items which interest you. You pay 
for then. 

The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee is 28 July-8 August in Buenos 
Aires. EPS issues to be mailed from Geneva on 1,5,7, and 12 August are to 


include coverage. To arrange special or supplemental coverage, or for other 


deadlines to be met, be in touch with the EPS editor before 15 July. 
a PIC OREO ROC EOEG OED Ute 


In Shoptalk in EPS 52/18, the last name of the co-editor of Vaart Land was 
omitted. He is Hans Erik Matre. 


Ecumenical Research Exchange (Oostmaaslaan 950, NL-3063-DM Rotterdam) 
announces a new publication - Church, Society, and Change: Policies and 
Strategies Towards a Just, Participatory, and Sustainable Society. It costs 
21 Dutch guilders. ERE also has a list of several recent publications and 
discussion papers available. 


The Division of Communication of the United Church of Canada C85:eSt. Claiz 
Avenue East, Toronto M4T 1M8) has produced a special edition of its periodical 
Mandate on Canada's Native peoples. It costs 1 Canadian dollar. 


The latest (1985/no. 21) in the PCR Information series is about racism in 
western Europe. It includes articles and reports on racism and women in 
Europe; situations in Britain, Switzerland, and Belgium; and Europe's 
Gypsies. It is available on request to WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


PRAYER CALL TRIGGERS Ecumenical Press 
SA CHURCH CONTROVERSY Service 85.06.12 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material from Ecumenical News Service. ] 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - A theological rationale for a call to prayer on 16 June 
for an end to unjust rule in South Africa [EPS 85.06.11] has triggered a 
controversy involving leaders of the South African Council of Churches and 
various denominations. 


The controversy, dubbed a “crisis” by the country's media, results from a 
theological rationale printed in a booklet issued by the Western Province 
Council of Churches (WPCC). The SACC has subsequently been associated with 
the entire contents of the booklet, as well as with statements by theologians 
Allan Boesak (SACC senior vice president) and Charles Villa-Vicencio. At a 
news conference in Cape Town, Boesak reportedly called for a day of prayer for 
the downfall of the South African government, though that word was changed to 
“removal” by Villa-Vicencio. 


The charge that the SACC has officially called for the government's downfall 
sparked protest from some church members, as well as from theologians who 
believe the South African government's leaders are to be prayed for. 


Minutes of the 16 April meeting of the SACC executive report it approved a 
“call to prayer for the end of unjust rule”, and that it reiterated last 
year's SACC national conference support for “the principle of a day of prayer 
for the abolition of apartheid structures". The executive also decided to 
share the theological rationale in connection with the prayer call. There is 
now confusion about whether the theological rationale was adopted by the 
executive or merely accepted as background. 


In the wake of Boesak's remarks and the reaction to them, Methodist President 
Peter Storey and Anglican Archbishop Philip W.R. Russell issued a joint 
statement denying the SACC link with any call for the government's downfall, 
and also. disassociating themselves from it. Then (3 June), three of the four 
leaders of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) also disassociated 
themselves from the downfall language. 


Boesak is the fourth member of the NGSK moderature. He called for the 
downfall of the government through a day of prayer at last year's SACC 
conference, but a resolution to that effect was not passed. However, that 
seems to have confused the issue even more. 


Early this month (3 June), the expanded presidium of the SACC met and 
confirmed the April decision of the executive to call for prayers on the 16th 
for an end to unjust rule. It also said the accompanying theological 
rationale is not official SACC policy, but something “submitted related to the 
call" for prayer. 


SACC Director of Administration Dan Vaughan (acting for SACC General Secretary 
Beyers Naudé) said later (5 June) that contrary to some reports in Europe, 
there was "no discussion of Dr. Boesak's position at the meeting of the 
presidiun. There is no truth at all in rumors or reports that he is to 
resign or of such pressure from SACC or church leadership sources." 


Earlier, Vaughan said the SACC has never categorically called for the downfall 
of the South African government, which enforces a policy of race separation 
with white supremacy (apartheid). 


EPS 


UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA GIVES Ecumenical Press 
ABORIGINES MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITY Service 85.06.13 


SYDNEY (EPS/Bruce Best) - The Uniting Church in Australia opted last month for 
a new style of mission work when it gave the go-ahead for Aborigines to take 


over full responsibility for UCA ministry among their own people. 


The UCA national assembly, here, approved setting-up the Uniting Aboriginal 
and Islander Congress, and pledged to find one million Australian dollars for 
its first three-year budget. 


Aborigines were the owners of Australia when white settlement began in 1788; 
Islanders are the traditional occupants of the Torres Strait island chain 
between Papua New Guinea and Australia. Together they make up about one 
percent of the nation's 15.5 million people. 


Congress President Charles Harris said the decision means Aborigines and 
Islanders have an opportunity, denied for two centuries, to pursue 
self-determination and "to exercise the gifts God has given us”. John Brown, 
UCA national mission secretary, described the congress as “a significant 
seizure of power and responsibility by aboriginal people” and a recognition of 
the diversity of worship and organization in the church's life. Harris 
stressed that the congress does not intend to become a separate church, but 
does hope to be financially independent. 


The UCA assembly approved an eight-paragraph charter for the congress. Two 
of its aims are to make sure Aborigines and Islanders “hear the gospel in the 
context of their own culture and in their own language", and to “break the 
long history of dependence on others”. The UCA expects to have 16 clergy 
related to the congress by the end of 1985. Three years ago there were two. 


In other decisions, the assembly agreed: 


- to ask UCA members to consider whether production, deployment, or use of 
nuclear weapons is “a sin", in response to what a report says is a growing 
recognition by the world church that peace and disarmament are matters of 
Christian faith and obedience. 


- to consider having bishops in the UCA, although a report said they would 
claim neither apostolic succession nor the authority of bishops in other 
episcopal denominations. It said “issues of oversight" rather than doctrine 
make the proposal worth investigating. 


- to establish a new order of ministry for deacons, open to both men and 
women, as an expression of UCA commitment to fulltime ministry of service. 


- to receive a report supporting the World Council of Churches text on 
baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM), and to authorize it as the UCA response. 


- to omit the filioque clause from the Nicene Creed - “a small piece of 
ecumenical healing”, as one assembly speaker declared it. The clause, which 
affirms that the Holy Spirit proceeds “from the Son" (as well as from God the 
Father), is not used by Orthodox and Old Catholics. 


The assembly elected Ronald Wilson, 62, a judge of the High Court (Australia's 
supreme legal authority), its next president. His term is 1988-91. 


EPS 


EASTERN ORTHODOX, LUTHERANS Ecumenical Press 
SPEAK ON 'DIVINE REVELATION' Service 85.06.14 


[This item is adapted from material from Lutheran World Information. } 


ALLENTOWN (Pennsylvania/US) (EPS) - The official, international Eastern 
Orthodox-Lutheran dialogue group has issued its first statement, on “divine 
revelation”. Adopted during the theologians' third meeting, here (24-30 
May), it calls the Bible “an inspired and authentic expression of God's 
revelation and of the experience of the church at its beginnings”. 


The document says “God's revelation in Jesus Christ" is “realized and 
actualized in the church and through the church as the body of Christ”. It 
concludes that "in the church's ongoing experience of its life in Christ, in 
the faith, love and obedience of God's people and their worship, the Holy 
Scriptures become a living book of revelation which the church's kerygma, 
dogma and life may not contradict. Because through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit the dogma of the church is in agreement with the Holy Scriptures, 
therefore the dogma itself becomes an unchangeable witness to the truth of 
revelation. Thus, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, divine revelation 
is living in the church through Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition.” 


"Scripture and tradition" is to be the theme of the group's fourth meeting, in 
1987. It first met in 1981 in Espoo, Finland. In 1983, it met in Limassol, 
Cyprus. Meeting here were Eastern Orthodox representatives from nine 
jurisdictions - Constantinople (Istanbul), Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Georgia (USSR), and Finland. Lutherans came from 
Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, FRG (West Germany), GDR (East Germany), Hungary, 
India, Romania, and US. 


The group reported that in discussions, much common ground between the two 
church families became clear. It was pointed out that when Orthodox speak of 
Scripture and tradition, Lutherans may speak of Scripture and confession. 


EPS 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCH AGENCIES Ecumenical Press 
WARN ON INCREASED POVERTY Service 85.05.15 


MELBOURNE (Australia) (EPS/Bruce Best) — Australia is headed for increased 
poverty, and is in danger of social division, according to representatives of 
Anglican social welfare agencies. At their national conference, here late 
last month, it was reported that one Australian in eight - 2.5 million people, 
of whom 800,000 are children - live "with insufficient resources to meet basic 
needs”. It was the second time representatives of more than 50 Anglican 
welfare agencies have met to share concerns at national level. Their total 
budgets, of more than 100 million Australian dollars a year, make them one of 
the country's biggest welfare networks. 


A statement at the end of the four-day conference said it is harder and harder 
for families to break out of poverty, and that the gap between rich and poor 
is growing. "There is a danger in these economic divisions being cemented, 
producing greater levels of tension and conflict throughout society”, it said. 


The meeting “challenge[d] the materialism of church people and_ the 
economically privileged position they occupy”. It also opposed, as a burden 
on the poor, government proposals to increse taxes on consumer items, while 


cutting personal income taxes. 


EPS 


WCC'S CASTRO ASKS FOR Ecumenical Press 
COOPERATION ON HEALTH Service 85.06.16 


GENEVA (EPS) - In remarks during the 38th World Health Assembly, World Council 
of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro questioned terms under which 
church and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) co-operate with 
governments in international health questions. 


Speaking as part of a panel of NGO and government representatives (10 May), 
Castro observed that “governments are prepared to accept co-operation from 
NGOs, but on their own terms. Obviously, governments are responsible for 
national welfare. But, is it right to ask NGOs to collaborate without 
involving them in decision making?" 


The WCC leader said that while "NGOs can't carry out health work counter to 
government programs, ... they can ask to be heard in the prior planning 
process." He said that while many government health ministries were eager to 
include NGO financial, technical, and personnel resources in their national 
health programs, they expected NGOs to fit into their plans without prior 
consultation on such “major national choices". 


On the other hand, he added, "NGOs may ... fear losing their identity when 
they integrate into government programs.” 


Castro cited the 1982 WHO adoption of a code on the worldwide marketing of 
breastmilk substitutes as a _ notable example of successful NGO/WHO 
collaboration. He said that as “independent forces", NGOs “can act as 
mediators". As such, he said, they “should be at the disposal of the 
international community." 


The WCC Christian Medical Commission has an official relationship with the 
World Health Organization, including semi-annual meetings of a CMC/WHO 
standing committee. 


EPS 
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF GERMANS Ecumenical Press 
ATTEND NATIONAL 'KIRCHENTAG' Service 85.06.17 


DUSSELDORF (EPS) - Tens of thousands of Germans and others attended the 21st 
Kirchentag (“church festival", 5-9 June), held every two years in the Federal 
Republic of [West] Germany. Theme this year was “the earth is the Lord's". 


The 320-page program for what is a kind of massive church fair included some 
2300 different meetings, conferences, working groups, encounters, forums, 
workshops, exhibitions, films, plays, poetry and prose readings, and occasions 
for worship. The FRG railways added 26 special trains to accommodate the 
throngs. 


The Kirchentag concluded with a giant, ecumenical worship service in a 
stadium. Among those on the program were World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro, South African Council of Churches General Secretary 
Beyers Naudé, World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak, FRG 
President Richard von Weizsacker, and theologians Heino Falcke, Paul 
Oestreicher, Fernando Cardenal, Jon Sobrino, Elisabeth Moltman-Wendel, Ivan 
Illich, Dorothea Sélle, and Reinhild Traitler. 


EPS 


US church groups urge end to SA business activity EPS 85.06.18 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Fifty-plus US church groups urged (20 May) a dozen US 
corporations to immediately stop all sales and service relationships with the 
South African government because of that country's apartheid (race separation 
with white supremacy) policies. Signers of the call include representatives 
of the National Council of Churches and Church Women United, Disciples, 
Baptist (ABC, NBC), Reformed (RCA, UCC, PCUSA), Anglican, and Methodist (UMC, 
AMEC, CMEC) boards and agencies; and Roman Catholic orders, agencies, and 


jurisdictions. The companies listed - Burroughs, Chevron, Citicorp, Control 
Data, Fluor, Ford, General Electric, General Motors, IBM, Mobil, Newmont 
Mining, Texaco - were described by the church representatives as "key 


investors in apartheid" because of their business in South Africa. 


Pope thanks, warns Czechoslovak priests' group EPS 85.06.19 
ROME (EPS) - In a message to the Czechoslovak clergy group Pacem in Terris, 


which has government approval, Pope John Paul responded to their pledge of 
loyalty to Rome and Vatican-appointed bishops. His telegram in Latin 
(published 24 May) thanks them for their pledge, but alludes to papal 
disapproval of their organization, and difficulties the church has had with 
the communist government on such issues as the appointment of bishops (10 of 
the 13 Roman Catholic dioceses are vacant) and religious education. 


BCC speaks on Sri Lankan immigrants and US Nicaragua policy EPS 85.06.20 
LONDON (EPS) - In separate letters (24 and 30 May respectively), staff members 


of the British Council of Churches expressed “deep unhappiness with the 
decision of the US government to apply ... sanctions against Nicaragua”, and 
"strong disagreement" with a new UK government requirement that Sri Lankans 
obtain a visa before coming to the UK. BCC General Secretary Philip Morgan 
called the visa requirement "a particularly insensitive and callous way of 
responding to the troubled communal situation in Sri Lanka." 


Danish church audit prompts bishops' reactions EPS 85.06.21 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - In the wake of a 65-page report from government auditors 
calling for changes in accounting practices in the country's Folkekirke 
(Lutheran folk church), two bishops have objected. Aalborg Bishop Henrik 
Christiansen called the report “generalizing, disparaging". He said “the 
handling of church funds is no concern of the government auditors.” Aarhus 
Bishop Herluf Eriksen called the auditors’ statements “untimely interference 
in the freedom of the Lutheran Church, a matter which has shown an increasing 
tendency in these years and which under no circumstances can be tolerated.” 


Theologian Boff ordered to curtail public activities EPS 85.06.22 
ROME (EPS) - The Vatican has ordered Brazilian Roman Catholic Franciscan 


theologian Leonardo Boff not to lecture, write for publication, or take part 
in conferences for a a year or more while reflecting on what the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has decided are errors in his 
theology (EPS 85.04.27). In a statement (8 May) before beginning what he 
called his “penetential silence", Boff declared he was “not a Marxist”, and 
that “the gospel is addressed to all without exception”, though it “grants a 
privileged place to the poor who make up the suffering majorities and who as 
such are especially dear to God, Christ, and the church.” In a joint 
statement, 10 Brazilian bishops publicly objected (10 May) to the Vatican 
order. Speaking in the US, Sao Paulo Archbishop Paulo Evaristo Cardinal Arns, 
also a Franciscan and a Boff supporter, called the the whole episode “the 
greatest suffering I have had in my life." Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of 
the doctrine congregation, called what it decreed for Boff “a sabbatical 
year", and "not ... exactly a punishment.” Ratzinger said he wants to “be in 
solidarity with ... Boff and find as far as possible a year to be silent in.” 


EPS 


FRG gypsies reflect on treatment in WWII EPS 85.06.23 
HEIDELBERG (EPS) - In a message to the Roman Catholic bishops and the council 
of the Evangelical [United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in the FRG (West 
Germany), representatives of the country's gypsies said (9 May) they were 
“hurt and deceived" by the silence of the church about the extermination of an 
estimated 500,000 gypsies in Nazi concentration camps during World War II. 
They added that the credibility and morality of efforts at reconciliation were 
placed in fundamental question by church silence about the gypsy victims. 


Swiss church reps warn on refugee policy EPS 85.06.24 


BERNE (EPS) - Representatives of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, 
Methodist] Churches, and the Christian [Old] Catholic and Roman Catholic 
Churches in Switzerland warned (9 May) about a growing “negative attitude 
towards foreigners" in Switzerland, particularly towards refugees. According 
to their memo, this attitude comes from "fear, mistrust, jealousy, and a 
latent racism". The church leaders conclude with an appeal to all who live in 
Switzerland to express themselves “against xenophobic tendencies and in favor 
of a refugee policy founded on solidarity." 


Danish-Burundi mission connection said threatened EPS 85.06.25 
COPENHAGEN (EPS) - "Church News from Denmark" reported (May) a “serious 


crisis" in relations between Baptists in Denmark and Burundi because of 
changes in the Burundi denomination which greatly increase the power of its 
general secretary. Nonetheless, Danish Baptist missionaries are continuing in 
Burundi, at least for the time being. 


Canadian Anglican Primate Scott announces retirement EPS 85.06.26 


TORONTO (EPS) - Archbishop Ted Scott, primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, and longest serving among heads of the world's Anglican denominations, 
told the ACC National Executive Council last month that he was resigning after 
more than 14 years in the post. The resignation is effective at the ACC 
General Synod next June in Winnipeg., In other news from the council, it 
called for no new ACC investments in corporations with substantial financial 
interests in Namibia or South Africa, with possible divestment in such 
companies later in the decade. The council also decided to add a seventh 
paper - on “treatment and possible healing" of homosexuals - to a six-paper 
report on human sexuality which the council is to deal with at its meeting 
next November. Authorization to the council and the ACC bishops to prepare 
such a study guide, with special reference to homosexuality, was given in May 
1978, 


Argentine president to address WCC meeting EPS 85.06.27 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - Argentine President Ra&il Alfonsin is to address the 
meeting here next month (28 July-8 August) of the 158-member central committee 
of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. His topic is “human rights in 
international perspective". Theme for the meeting of the committee, which 
governs the WCC between its once-a-decade assemblies, is "God's justice - 
promise and challenge". Argentine authorities have declared the meeting of 
national and municipal interest, citing WCC involvement in defense of human 
rights, opposition to militarism and racism, and support for a new 
international economic order. 


Religious reps reported opposed to Indonesian law EPS 85.06.28 
JAKARTA (EPS) - Christian and other religious leaders in mostly Muslim 
Indonesia are reported opposed to an Indonesian government proposal that 


religious bodies such as the conference of Indonesian Roman Catholic bishops 


and the country's ecumenical council be defined as "mass organizations”, 
subject to various government controls. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "A Moscow-Leningrad Diary” EPS 85.06.29 


[This is the conclusion of a report on a 10-day visit last month to the Soviet 
Union under the auspices of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Stockwell is CWME director. ] 


... It is not hard to imagine some of the critical questions many in the West 
might ask: “Were you not shown only what they wanted to show you?" Yes, of 
course, as we show foreign visitors in our countries what we wish them to see, 
though as time permitted we walked freely around ... as we wished. 


"Were not the gifts and the abundant hospitality a way of silencing the more 
difficult and critical questions about Soviet life and church relations to the 
state?" If that question suggests that the hospitality was not genuine, the 
answer is “no”. We could ask questions as we wished, and it was surprising 
to me to hear some of the forthright and critical answers that often came, 
usually in private conversations. Even the jokes that laugh at state 
pompousness were unexpected and refreshing. 


"Are not churches repressed, controlled, harassed?” In many ways that is 
obvious - possible “working churches" are still museums, youth under 18 years 
of age are by law forbidden to participate in church services (though they can 
and do attend church), paper for the printing of Bibles is scarce (though not 
long ago 78,000 Bibles were printed on state printing presses:), registration 
of church congregations is required (as occurs in many countries of the world). 


"Is not the talk about peace simply a government propaganda ploy to which the 
churches have succumbed?” There is no doubt the government propaganda mill 
is strong and active - as I read English language newspapers, and watched 
television, I felt some of it was gross and hopelessly biased. I was 
reminded of similar writings and TV productions I had seen in the US that were 
equally gross and biased. But whatever governments say or do, in their own 
lands or in Afghanistan or El Salvador or Nicaragua or Vietnam, I choose to 
focus more on the ordinary people who, potentially the first victims of any 


war, pray and hope for peace and minimal security in daily life. Every 
nation is full of such people - including the Soviet Union. God's option, 
surely, is for them, the common people, who care little about power politics 
and presumptuous posturing by governments. To them peace is not propaganda, 


mo rsraite. 


Not all questions are answered in a ten-day visit — we do not even know which 
are the more profound questions we might yet ask, or should have asked. We 
do, however, think some worthwhile steps have been taken - added to those of 
many others. 


We saw, heard and experienced something of Russian church life, a life they 


wish to share with us. In the process some very positive relationship was 
forged. We shared some of the wider concerns of the ecumenical movement, as 
expressed by the WCC, and received a _ sensitive hearing and thoughtful 
response. We entered into some personal encounters with at least some 


Russians (one member of our delegation had never in her life met a Russian 
person until last January) and exchanged the handshakes and kisses of peace 
that, we believe, are fundamental expressions of our faith and of God's will 
for all of us. Perhaps, as much as anything, we wish that many others could 
share exactly this kind of experience, and judge for themselves what they 
might see and hear and know. Surely, our days in the USSR provide no more 
than very partial understandings - but even for these growing glimpses of this 
vast portion of God's humanity we are grateful beyond words. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Giinther Gassmann: "Orthodox and BEM" EPS 85.06.30 


[Gassmann is director of the Commission on Faith and Order of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. He prepared these remarks for an inter-Orthodox 
Symposium on baptism, eucharist, and ministry, 11-18 June in Boston. The 
meeting is part of the process of Orthodox response to BEM, the 1982 
international, ecumenical, theological convergence text on those three 
subjects prepared under CFO auspices (EPS 49/02).] 


--. For us non-Orthodox, the contributions of the Orthodox tradition to the 
elaboration and text of BEM are clearly discernible. Many have already 
welcomed the way in which Orthodox theological and spiritual insights in BEM 
have the potential to deepen our Western thinking on the sacraments and the 
ministry. But BEM is of course not an Orthodox document written by Orthodox 
for the Orthodox. It is, therefore, a task for the Orthodox churches to 
consider how far they can recognize the faith of the church also in those 
parts of BEM which are not formulated in a traditional Orthodox terminology. 


This applies, of course, in an analogous way, to all the churches. LG 
belongs to the special character of an ecumenical document that it does not 
simply reflect the thinking and language of one particular Christian tradition. 


Such a text is the result of an ecumenical dialogue which seeks to express the 
common faith. And the interpretation of such a text has to take this into 
account. Yet, I would like to stress once again the strong Orthodox impact 
on BEM which might be noticed by we non-Orthodox much more directly than by 
you yourselves. 


In the ecumenical community there is quite widespread curiosity and 
expectation concerning the Orthodox responses to BEM. How will the Orthodox 
react? How will they evaluate this endeavour to lead the churches closer to 
each other in their understanding and practice of baptism, eucharist and 
ministry? What are the main points of Orthodox critique? There is no doubt 
that the responses of the Orthodox churches will be studied with special 
interest. 


This will certainly be the case with us in Faith and Order also. We consider 
the Orthodox responses of the highest importance for the present ecumenical 
situation as well as for the further work of Faith and Order. Therefore we 
are happy to be of help in arranging this symposium which, through your 
efforts and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, will hopefully render an 
important contribution to the elaboration of Orthodox responses to BEM. 


This is not the first time that representatives of the world-wide Orthodox 
church come together in order to exchange their views on an important issue of 
common concern. The wish to arrange for such a symposium was expressed by 
Orthodox members of the Central Committee of the WCC. This desire was taken 
up by the Orthodox Task Force in the WCC which turned to us in Faith and Order 
for assistance in the preparation of the symposium. 


Now you have arrived from all parts of the world, venerable and esteemed 
representatives of the Orthodox churches. We are especially happy that both 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox churches. are coming together at _ this 
Symposium. The task of Faith and Order in helping to prepare this meeting is 
finished - it is now fully your meeting. But our interest in this meeting is 
not finished .... We are now observers, but our hearts and minds are with 
you, and we pray that God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit will 
inspire you and will grant his manifold blessings to all of us. 
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ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: "Reflections on Edinburgh 1910" EPS 85.06.31 


[This month marks the /5th anniversary of the World Missionary Conference in 
Edinburgh, 14-23 June 1910. The Edinburgh meeting is generally considered to 


mark the beginning of the modern ecumenical movement. This item is abridged 
from a chapter of "Your Kingdom Come - Mission Perspectives", the report of 
the 1980 World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in Melbourne. Potter 


retired at the end of last year after 12 years as general secretary of the 
Geneva—based World Council of Churches. ] 


The missionary movement and the world missionary conferences have always been 
based on worship, prayer, and Bible study in the presence and hope of the 
kingdom. Commentators and critics of the ecumenical movement often forget 
this profound sense of always being in the presence of the King and Saviour of 
the world. At Edinburgh the central act every day was the period of 
intercession at midday, apart from other acts of worship. 


What strikes one forcibly is how difficult our fathers and mothers in the 
faith found it at Edinburgh to relate what was happening in what they called 
Christian lands to what was going on in non-Christian lands, as they were fond 
of saying. Let us take the year 1910. The dominant mood of the conference 
was one of "abounding optimism", as the missionary historian, Kenneth 
Latourette, put it. It was the age of western imperialism. It was the time 
of "the white man's burden". 


At best, these western empires felt they had a mission, as advanced peoples, 
to bring civilization to the backward peoples. The churches and missionary 
agencies saw it as their duty to bring the best that they had, the gospel, to 
these peoples as the most effective civilizing influence. 


It is touching to read the record of that conference which gave such 
concentrated and dedicated attention to what was happening in Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East and the Pacific. But they did not apply their prophetic 
assessment and judgement to the situation of their own countries and churches, 
except to lament the lukewarmness of Christians as regards the world 
mission. And yet, the situation in Europe was at that time perilously moving 
into a cataclysmic conflict. 


Of course, the participants at Edinburgh were not unaware of these dangers. 
W. H. T. Gairdner in his interpretation of Edinburgh 1910 noted recent events 
which affected the world mission. There was the Boxer Uprising in China in 
1900 against the carving up of their country by foreign powers, including 
Japan. Japan defeated Russia in 1904-5 and trees of victory were planted in 
several Asian countries. Britain and Russia tried to compose their rivalry 
by signing an agreement in 1907 in which Tibet was neutralized, Afghanistan 
was left in the British sphere. Persia was divided in zones of influence 
with a neutral zone in-between. Britain, France, Germany and Russia were 
moving inexorably into war. 


Another participant in the Edinburgh Conference as a steward was William 
Temple. He and others had been to a student conference the previous year on 
"The Social Problem" in class-divided Britain. At the end of the conference, 
with deep Christian sensitivity, they declared: “We are the social problen.” 
That "we" meant the privileged class to which they belonged. The Edinburgh 
Conference would have gained in depth and relevance if a similar stance could 
have been taken, because the issues at stake were moral and spiritual. 


(over) 


Edinburgh reflections/2 


John R. Mott was being perhaps too confident in saying in 1911 that the 
Edinburgh Conference “has familiarized the Christians of our day with this 
idea of looking steadily at the world as a whole, of confronting the world as 
a unit by the Christian Church as a unit". Perhaps this is far truer today 
than it was. then. We can, therefore, be thankful that Mott and his 
colleagues at least made a beginning. 


The Edinburgh Conference was concerned with what it described as “a close and 
continuous study of the position of Christianity in non-Christian lands" and 
addressed itself mainly to the approach to other faiths. The question could 
well be asked whether the conference would have been so sure of the message if 
it had more consciously come to terms with the situation of both church and 
society in the West. 


At Edinburgh there was a deep consciousness of the need to renew the church to 
take up its missionary task. The sense of urgency which was sounded there 
meant, however, mobilizing all the forces of mission in spite of the churches 
in the West. It was the era of foreign missionary societies and boards 
supported by a faithful minority in the churches. Exceptions like the 
Moravians were highly commended. But it was to the churches in the mission 
lands that the conference issued the most direct appeal. This was a clear 
acknowledgement that the church exists for mission and that the base of 
mission is the local church. 


The Edinburgh Conference was confronted with many major social evils that it 


could not ignore. The opium trade was a matter of deep concern. Bishop 
Charles Brent, then a missionary in the Philippines, would be chairing an 
international conference on it at The Hague the following year. He was also 


the founder of the Faith and Order movement for the unity of the church. At 
Edinburgh he spoke on the sufficiency of God which gives courage to dare and 
courage to bear. Strong reference was made at the meeting to the oppression 
and wanton destruction to human life being perpetrated in the Congo by the 
Belgians and their associates. There was a strong discussion on this in the 
Continuation Committee when apologists for Belgian brutalities tried to say 
this was beyond the competence of the committee. 


V. S. Azariah of India raised a very delicate issue which hurt and angered 
many. He started his address on the problem of co-operation between foreign 
and native workers as follows: "The problem of race relationships is one of 
the most serious problems confronting the church today. The bridging of the 
gulf between the East and West, and the attainment of a greater unity and 
common ground in Christ as the great Unifier of mankind, is one of the deepest 
needs of our time.” The Continuation Committee took up the challenge, as it 
did on such matters as labour relations in new industries in Asia and Africa. 


Perhaps the most difficult issue on the agenda of the missionary movement has 
been the relations of missions and churches in the evangelistic task. There 
were two major tasks - to persuade the missionary agencies to work together 
and to develop relations of partnership with the indigenous churches. At 
Edinburgh, among the very small band of participants from Asia, two of them 
challenged the conference in ways that caused deep consternation. [Besides 
V.S. Azariah, there was] Chen Ching-Yi, [who] said: "Speaking plainly, we 
hope to see in the near future a united Christian church without any 
denominational distinctions... The future China will largely depend on what is 
done at the present time... The church of Christ is universal, not only 
irrespective of denominations, but also irrespective of nationalities.” 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Food Crisis in Southern Africa - Church Recommendations” EPS 85.06.32 


[These are among observations and recommendations from a conference, 25-30 
March, in Harare. The full report is available from the Zimbabwe Christian 
Council, Box 3566, Harare, for 2 Zambian or 1.50 US dollars. Besides the ZC; 
the Christian Council of Zambia, Christian Council of Mozambique, Council of 
Churches in Namibia, Council of Swaziland Churches, Christian Council of 
Tanzania, and two other Zimbabwe-based organizations (Christian Care, 
Organization of Rural Associations for Progress) sent participants. ] 


It was agreed and emphasized that the major factors in saving lives from death 
by starvation following the droughts, had been the African extended family 
Support system because the effects of the droughts had been so extensive. 
Governmental food aid, intergovernmental aid and church food aid to the people 
in the worst afflicted areas had of course saved many lives and for this we 
are extremely grateful, but the local direct food help, neighbour to 
neighbour, should not be underestimated. 


It was proposed and agreed that Christian councils should be encouraged to 
launch national emergency appeal funds so that they hold some reserve funds 
for immediate application in case of future crises. 


The emergency response machinery designed by WCC to help establish the needs 
which could be met by the churches and the form of appropriate programme has 
been appreciated. ... It has been particularly successful in those countries 
where funds have been provided to purchase food regionally. Up to this time 
it has not been particularly helpful in Zambia and Tanzania. More effort is 
required of all of us in order to consolidate and improve the machinery of 
church emergency aid. In future our sub-regional co-ordination and mutual 
aid should help in this regard. 


In view of the inadequate village and national storage facilities in some 
countries, we recommend that storage facilities for lean years be encouraged 
in these countries, ... [and] that the church seriously ask the governments to 
establish long-term storage facilities. Church programmes should concentrate 
on encouraging storage methods for family units, such methods should be 
improved traditional methods using appropriate technology. 


We observe that prospects of socio-economic development in this region have 
been on the decline in the past decade. Indications also show that this will 
continue to be the case for a longer time. Given the global recession and 
its adverse impact on unsuitable national development policies, we recommend 
that longer-term development goals and strategies be embarked upon to address 
the long-term structural problem. However, adequate measures should be 
instituted to deal with the short-term problems. 


Church workers must study and understand the methods and concepts of family 
planning but should not involve themselves in advocating family planning 
projects directly. However, emphasis must be placed on development so that 
natural family planning is achieved voluntarily. ... We have no trust in 
family planning programmes on their own as a means of population control. 


Evangelism must relate to development, however, the church must not provide 
development aid in order to evangelise. Development is itself a non-verbal 
evangelisn. As such it is a demonstration of God's love and his plan for the 
transformation of his world. 


(over) 


Food Crisis/2 


There is need for our churches to strengthen national Christian councils and 
local denominations by effectively re-structuring church service divisions 
that are solely responsible for serving the _ poor. The church service 


divisions must be well designed and defined. 


There is need for encouraging small producers by engaging their families in 
their small _ holdings. There is also need for small-holders to form 
co-operatives where possible. Small-holders must be afforded opportunities 
to borrow money from bank and agricultural financial institutions or local 
credit unions. Incentives, such as good prices for good and traditional 
crops, must be applied. Small-holders must be educated in appropriate 
technology with a view to acquiring technological skills in various fields, 
i.e. establishing of proper storage facilities, etc. Small-holders must also 
be encouraged to produce competitive selling cash-crops in order to make a 
worthwhile living. ... 


Apart from establishing construction projects on church owned lands, churches 
must utilize to the fullest these lands by turning them into production 
centres. Once these lands are effectively utilized, they can create 
employment for our younger generation. 


In cases where local governments impose service charges on church-owned lands, 
there is need to convince local governments for exemption because the church 


is a non-profit making organization. Church-owned lands must not be left 
idle, but must be fully developed for the good and betterment of the 
community. If they cannot be so utilized they should be returned to the 


people in a manner that is non-disruptive. The churches should not be in the 
land-owner class in these days of shortage of good land. 


We recognise that not all food reaches the target groups when it passes 
through relief channels that are hastily structured, although the losses are 
mainly to people who are themselves in need of food but not so desperately 
short as the target groups. We believe that such losses are minimal in 
church-related programmes. Nevertheless, we believe that we must maintain 
constant vigilance to ensure that there is no misdirection of relief 
supplies. We must be particularly careful that supplies go to all needy 
people of the groups or area and not to Christians only. 


We observe that food aid is not the solution to our problems nor is technical 


efficiency in the delivery for food aid the measure of success. We require 
-«+» @ more holistic approach to development based on the people's own 
participation. In this respect, we view the operations in our countries of 


externally funded and directed relief organizations with concern and alarm. 
We see some of their activities as contributing to further dependency and 
under-development. We recommend that this issue be viewed seriously and that 
Christian councils should take steps to curb or control such activities. ... 
Such organizations should ... strengthen our national organizations ..., not 
to set up in rivalry, or to do our work for us. 


We appreciate the tremendous amount of resources raised by the international 
ecumenical community in response to the drought and we strongly urge that the 
resources be channelled through our church organizations duly strengthened to 
be able to respond to the emergency. We have a tremendous opportunity in our 
post-drought recovery programmes, our food production and development projects 
and especially in our manpower training and development, to make a substantial 
contribution by the churches to the future well-being of our people. ... 
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SHOPTALK (52/21) 


The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee is 28 July-8 August in Buenos 
Aires. EPS issues to be mailed from Geneva on 1,5,7, and 12 August are to 
include coverage. To arrange special or supplemental coverage, or for other 
deadlines to be met, be in touch with the EPS editor before 15 July. 


The 120-member WCC Commission on Faith and Order meets in Stavanger (Norway), 
13-25 August. It last met in Lima in January 1982 (EPS 49/02). With members 
from WCC members and other denominations (including Roman Catholics), the 
commission is generally considered the most ecumenical theological forum in 
the world. Highlights of the Stavanger agenda include review of official 
responses and other reactions to the text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
(BEM) released following the Lima meeting, and discussion of steps to be taken 
"in response to the responses"; a report on the status of the F&0 study, 
"Towards a Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today"; and discussion of 
a third major commission project - a study of “the unity of church and the 
renewal of humankind". Also on the agenda are preparations for the Fifth 
World Conference on Faith and Order (the last was in Montreal in 1963), 
probably in 1988, and discussion of united and uniting churches. EPS 


scheduled for mailing 26 August is to include major coverage of the meeting. 
Journalists interested in attending should contact EPS to make arrangements 
(except journalists from Nordic countries, who should contact Oivind Ostang, 


of the Church of Norway Information Service in Oslo). A limited number of 


hotel rooms in Stavanger is being held for journalists until 5 August. 
The Ecumenical Workshop for Information in Europe chose a new executive 


committee at its meeting in Vienna at the end of May. President for the next 
six years is Ernst-Ulrich Katzensetien, chief editor of "Kirchenbote," a Swiss 
Reformed weekly. He succeeds Zoltan Aranyos, a Reformed church communications 
executive from Hungary. Members of the ll-member committee also come from 
Finland, Austria, FRG (West Germany), GDR (East Germany), Luxembourg, Poland, 
and the Soviet Union. 


The regular EPS deadline is 0/700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the next 
deadline (0700 GMT) is Wednesday, 3 July. 


The South African Council of Churches" new communications director is Roelf 
Meyer. He is former editor of “Pro Veritate,” journal of the Christian 
Institute, an organization permanently banned in South Africa. For 14 years, . 
SACC General Secretary Beyers Naudé was director of the institute, which 
strongly opposed the country's system of race separation with white supremacy 
(apartheid). 


The latest (no. 25) in the WCC Risk Book series is Why It Matters: A Popular 
Introduction to the Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry Text, by Michael 
Kinnamon. It is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
It costs 3.95 US dollars, 2.50 UK pounds, or 7.90 Swiss francs. 


International Baby Food Action Network (c/o GIFA, Case 157, CH-1211 Geneva 19) 


has released new material (May 1985) on the International Code of Marketing of 
Breast-Milk Substitutes. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


GERMAN KIRCHENTAG Ecumenical Press 
ATTRACTS 125,000 Service 85.06.33 


[This item reflects reporting by Ruth Gentes of "Lutheran World Information," 
and Théo Buss of SOEPI, French-language counterpart of EPS.] 


DUSSELDORF (EPS) - As Christian Krause, general secretary of the event, said in 
his opening address to international guests here, the word "Kirchentag” is 
impossible to translate, and difficult to define. In any event, the every- 
two-years “church festival" (here, 5-9 June) attracted about 125,000 people, 
mostly young, mostly FRG (West German) Protestants of all kinds, but also an 
ecumenical contingent from all over the world. 

Theme of the gathering was “the earth is the Lord's," and the program seemed 
to offer something for everyone - from political discussions to fairy tales, 
from the Christian peace movement to the family, from Latin America and South 
Africa to music of all kinds. There were also six sub-themes - God, parish 
and world, citizen and state, justice and peace, work, and creation. 


Each morning began with prayer and Bible study, attended by several thousand. 
Halls were overflowing, and thousands more sat on the ground outside to follow 
the studies via loudspeakers. Among study leaders were noted theologians and 
church leaders such as Dorothee Sdlle, Elisabeth Moltmann-Wendel, Walter 
Hollenweger, Konrad Raiser, Heinz-Joachim Held, and Helmut Frenz. 


In a “hall of stillness", there was chanted prayer every hour on the hour. 
Opening evening worship took place in 75 locations around the city - in church 
buildings, in exhibition halls, outdoors. In his sermon, World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro called the Kirchentag “an integral 
part of the ecumenical movement”. 


Kirchentag numbers are overwhelming. Buses and trams were packed. And yet, 
an atmosphere of joy, goodwill, and peace was common. There were few audible 
complaints, and much singing. Patience was the rule of the day. 


Among the events was a series of presentations followed by a panel discussion 
on “ways out of the hostility between East and West". The panel included 
theologians, and representatives of the peace movement, the FRG military, and 
the church in the GDR (East Germany). 


A fairy tale evening was oversubscribed. The atmosphere in the darkened hall, 
with one narrating voice with occasional interruptions in the form of music 
from sitar, tambura, and ghatam (Oriental instruments), gave a mystical, 
magical mood to the gathering. 


On "family day," the biblical text was Collosians 1:15-23. Cardboard 
representations of the Greek city of Colossae, to the Christians of which Paul 
wrote the text nearly 2000 years ago, were set up in a hall, and the cardboard 
city was populated by about 5000 people of all ages. A day of varied family 
activities concluded with worship which included baptisms. 


The next (22nd) Kirchentag is scheduled for 1987 in Frankfurt. The first took 
place in 1949. 


EPS 


CONFERENCE LOOKS AT Ecumenical Press 


LOCAL CHURCH FUTURE Service 85.06.34 
BRUGES (Belgium) (EPS/Patricia Lefevere) - About 50 Roman Catholic church 
leaders from 28 countries - plus ecumenical observers - met at St Trudo Abbey 
here (2-8 June) for an international symposium on the local church. There 


were no resolutions or official conclusions, but an important part of the week 
was the experience that the worldwide church has a human face. For example, 
third world participants observed that before this gathering, they had lumped 
North American and European churches together, and found it difficult to 
relate to them. 


For their part, representatives of the church in the North expressed a desire 


to better know and be in solidarity with the church in the South. Some 
Americans, for example, said how much they were moved by pain Latin Americans 
described - caused not only by. poverty, poor education, and repressive 


governments, but also burdens “Rome has [placed] on our shoulders” (in the 
words of a Brazilian theologian), and economic injustices ascribed to 
North-based transnational corporations. A surprise was the “compassionate” 
manner in which the suffering was narrated, and “the lack of bitterness or 
blame" Latins ascribed towards any of their oppressors, observed a New Yorker. 


North Americans here (17 Roman Catholics and a Methodist), suggested “hands 
on" third world experience for the church in their region, by, for example, 
sensitizing and internationalizing parishes, and sending seminarians for a 
year of pastoral training in the developing world. It was also suggested 
that North American Christians watch television news in the context of 
biblical reflection, and that parishes welcome into their fellowship the poor, 
foreigners, newcomers, and refugees in their own neighborhoods. 


Europeans here asked Africans to help the church in Europe discover itself. 
They said the church in Europe is not a monolith but as an example of the 
world church in ‘miniature. Participants saw a continued role for Europe in 
theological reflection in the next century. Still, third world participants 
suggested Europeans develop their hearts, not just their heads. 


Asians here found areas in common with Latin Americans, as they shared stories 


about their regions' "base communities," for which worship is not separated 
from social realities and politics. A nun from the Philippines asked patience 
with Asian ways and models of evangelisn. Though slow, she said they have 


proved effective in a region where Christians are generally a tiny minority. 


Africans praised Asians for their particular ability to reflect Christ to, and 
dialogue with people of other religions, often older than Christianity. 
Though Christianity is growing fast in Africa, Africans noted that continent's 
strong Islamic and animistic influences. 


The highest ranking Roman Catholic present for the symposium was Basil 
Cardinal Hume, archbishop of Westminster (London). In remarks toward the end, 
he predicted that ordination of married men in some parts of the world would 
eventually be the “only way to bring the sacraments of eucharist and 
reconciliation to the people." He also spoke of the ministry of laypeople, 
both men and women, as primarily to “build the Kingdom of God in the secular 
city,” though he also outlined ways they might assist priests in parish work. 


Participants from Asia and Latin America spoke of the leading roles of women — 
members or not of religious orders - in Christian communities there, in such 


areas as preaching, liturgical work, and “struggling for democracy” in society. 
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CLERGY PAID THE SAME SAID Ecumenical Press 
HAPPIER WITH SALARY SCALES Service 85.06.35 


[This item is adapted from material supplied by the American Lutheran Church. ] 


ST PAUL (Minnesota/US) (EPS/Wilfred Bockelman) - A study of more than 1200 
Lutheran clergy in Australia, Canada, and the US shows Australians notably 
more satisfied with their salaries than their North American counterparts. 
In Australia, all Lutheran pastors get the same base salary, with added 
increments for each child in the family. 


Said William Hulme, professor of pastoral care at the Lutheran seminary here, 
who surveyed the pastors, "This means that where there is a raise in salary, 
it is equally distributed. It means that the senior pastor of a large 
suburban congregation not only gets the same salary as the pastor of a small 
rural parish or a struggling inner city congregation but also as the assistant 
pastor in his own team ministry. It means that the president of the church, 
the president of the theological seminary, and the seminary graduate in his 
first call all get the same salary.” 


Hulme said that while some Australian pastors feel increments allowed for 
children should be higher, in general they are satisfied with the 
arrangement. "The Australians I talked to about this system", Hulme said, 
“looked on it as a witness - not to poverty, since they are not poor, but to 
what a salary should mean.” 


Added Hulme, “In the United States the system in which salary bears the symbol 
of status and worth does not produce contentment, even when salaries are 


increased. Salary for a pastor in Australia is only for receiving an 
adequate living. The basic needs for livelihood are taken care of by the 
salary. Competition and comparison regarding salaries is impossible.” 


In contrast, Hulme said that in North America, “the church and its clergy have 
been influenced by the cultural value system in which the purpose of salary is 
more than earning a living, because it carries with it a symbolic meaning as 


well: it is an indicator of how one is valued. One's self-esteem and even 
self-worth are associated with it. The salary system is thus competitive and 
comparative. Such a system actually fosters discontent," he continued. 


"Studies have shown that salary in itself does not lead to contentment. As a 
symbol of how one is doing comparatively, the salary is a reminder that there 
are others who are doing better, if not in one's own profession, then in some 
comparable profession, so there is always the push for more.” He said clergy 
also greatly dislike having to negotiate their own salary increases, which, he 
noted, often happens. 


The problem clergy rated highest is lack of a satisfying devotional life. 
Two-fifths of the clergy surveyed said they put off dealing with conflicts 


with parishioners. Two out of three said it was difficult to confront 
problems in the parish. Half said their feelings were easily hurt. A third 
admitted finding it difficult to preach about controversy. Forty percent 


surveyed said they felt a spirit of competition with other clergy. 


Pastors also fear church officials and experience considerable anxiety when a 
bishop or denominational executive visits their congregations. "When we asked 
whom they would turn to in times of trouble, the bishop was pretty low", Hulme 
said, adding that pastors want a counsellor with no connection with the 
bishop's office because bishops are thought to have pastors' destinies in 
their hands, 
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BRITISH METHODISTS ADVISED Ecumenical Press 
AGAINST MASONIC MEMBERSHIP Service 85.06.36 


BIRMINGHAM (England) (EPS/Robert Nowell) - British Methodists are advised not 
to become Freemasons in a report submitted for approval to the British 
Methodist conference here (28 June - 5 July). Last February the English 
Anglican general synod called for an inquiry into this question, but it will 
be some time before its report is drawn up. Masonic membership is also a 
live issue in the [Lutheran] Churches of Norway and Sweden [EPS 85.02.74: 
bo SG Is a 


The Methodist report criticizes excessive Masonic secrecy and "extravagant" 
Masonic oaths which invoke "blood-curdling penalties" on those who break 
them. The report describes worship in Masonic rituals as unsatisfactory in 
any religious tradition, and adds that there are Masonic ceremonies “which on 
some Masonic interpretations are equivalent to essential parts of Christian 
practice and offer alternatives to important elements of Christian faith". 


While recommending that Methodists not become Freemasons, the’ report 
recognizes that many loyal and sincere Methodists are. It urges them to 
study the report and consider carefully questions raised. It also suggests 


that on appropriate occasions they consider declaring their membership “in 
order to remove suspicion and mistrust". 


Also before the conference is the proposed British Methodist response to the 
World Council of Churches' “Lima text" on baptism, eucharist and ministry 
(BEM, EPS 49/02). The reply is in general positive, but with some serious 
reservations, particularly about the ministry section. The response reflects 
unhappiness about any suggestion that British Methodism is somehow deprived by 
not having bishops. It also worries that BEM allows a distinction of kind 
between ordained ministers' priestly service and all Christians' priestliness. 


EPS 


Sunday communion in both kinds for RCs in England and Wales EPS 85.06.37 
LONDON (EPS) - The Vatican has granted a request from the Roman Catholic 


bishops of Wales and England which allows Roman Catholics in those countries 
to receive wine as well as bread during Sunday celebrations of the eucharist 
if, in the diocesan bishop's judgment, “communion can be given in an orderly 
and reverent way.” 


Swiss voters reject 'right-to-life' clause in constitution EPS 85.06.38 
BERNE (EPS) - A proposal to add a clause to the Swiss constitution that would 
have sharply limited legal abortions and banned some contraceptives was 
rejected overwhelmingly by Swiss voters in a referendum. Sixty-nine percent 
of those who voted opposed the addition. The country's Roman Catholic bishops 
supported it; the leadership of the federation of Swiss Reformed and Methodist 
denominations opposed it, though some evangelical groups were in favor. 


Indonesia approves law on organisations EPS 85.06.39 
JAKARTA (EPS) - A law on mass organisations was approved (31 May) by the 


Indonesian parliament, despite objections from religious leaders (EPS 
85.06.28). They say the law could allow the government to ban or "freeze" 
their organizations in some cases. The law applies to religious entities such 
as the country's council of churches and the conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops, as well as to Hindu, Buddhist, and Muslim bodies. The groups have 
two years to adapt to the new situation. All mass organizations are required 
to accept Pancasila, the state philosophy which includes affirmation of "One 
Almighty God". 
EPS 


New New Zealand ecumenical agency not expected before 1987 EPS 85.06.40 

WELLINGTON (EPS) - Jocelyn Armstrong, general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches in New Zealand, predicted in a newspaper report (3 June) 
that the proposed, more inclusive successor to the NCC would probably not 
begin functioning before 1987. Proposed name of the new group is the 
Conference of Churches in Aotearoa. Besides the current 12 NCC members 
(including Anglican, Reformed (Presbyterian and Congregational), Methodist, 
Disciples, Baptist, Quaker, Salvation Army, Eastern Orthodox (Greek and 
Antiochian) and Liberal Catholic denominations), the new body would include 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Pentecostal, and additional Reformed participation. 


Some Central American RCs said to seek safety as evangelicals EPS 85.06.41 
LAREDO (Texas/US) -— New York-based Religious News Service reports from here 
that “conversion from Catholicism to evangelicalism is one way to try to 
provide for one's personal safety in El Salvador and Guatemala. Evangelicals 
are commonly assumed to be government supporters, while Catholics are 
identified with forces of subversion." 


Baptists moving EPS 85.06.42 
WASHINGTON (EPS) - The Baptist World Alliance is moving to a new headquarters, 


6733 Curran Street, McLean, VA 22101 USA, effective 1 October. The alliance, 
which includes 131 Baptist denominations headquartered in 93 countries, is 
currently located here. McClean is a Washington suburb. 


American Lutheran council denounces Ethiopian resettlement EPS 85.06.43 
ST. PAUL (Minnesota/US) (EPS) - The council of the American Lutheran Church, 
which governs the denomination between its biennial conventions, denounced 
resettlement policies of the Ethiopian government as "an inappropriate and 
immoral solution to famine in the Horn of Africa", on grounds that it had 
“broken down social structures, separated families, scattered communities, 


diverted valuable relief resources from food distribution programs, and caused 
unnecessary additional relief expenses." The council met here (3-7 June). 


Two new Canadian denominations formed EPS 85.06.44 
WINNIPEG/CALGARY (EPS) - Inaugural meetings of two new Canadian denominations 
were held last month. In Winnipeg, Manitoba (16-19 May), 524 delegates 
approved documents permitting merger of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Canada and the Canada Section of the US-based Lutheran Church in America to 
form the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. Based in Winnipeg, it is to 
begin functioning next 1 January. Elected president of the new, 5-synod, 
210,000-member, denomination is Donald Sjoberg, now bishop of the LCA Western 
Canada Synod. The convention unanimously voted for membership in the Lutheran 
Council in Canada, Lutheran World Federation, and Canadian and World Councils 
of Churches. In Calgary, Alberta, messengers from 78 Baptist congregations 
formed the Canadian Convention of Southern Baptists (7-9 May). Until then, 
the congregations were part of the Northwest Baptist Convention, an affiliate 
of the US-based Southern Baptist Convention. President of the new convention, 
based in Calgary, is Eugene Laird. 


US Methodists consider common hymnal EPS 85.06.45 
ATLANTA (EPS) - A common hymnal for four US Methodist denominations was on the 
agenda of the organizational meeting here (2/-28 May) of the Commission on 
Pan-Methodist Cooperation. Other areas of possible cooperation discussed 
where curriculum production, marketing and distribution, leadership training, 
college recruitment, mission outreach, evangelism, social witness, and 
educational events focusing on Methodist origins. Commission members are the 
African Methodist Episcopal, AME Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, and 
United Methodist Churches. 


EPS 


Uganda RC archbishop urges end to detention laws EPS 85.06.46 
KAMPALA (EPS) - Ugandan Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga 
has appealed to Ugandan President Milton Obote to abolish the country's 
detention laws. They allow the government to keep in custody any suspect for 
any period of time without going to court. Nsubuga said they serve “no useful 
purpose", and are used by people he did not name to detain innocent citizens. 
Leaders of the country's three opposition political parties have also urged 
repeal of the laws. About four in five of Uganda's 14 million people are 
counted as Christians, most of them Roman Catholics or Anglicans. 


African church leader suggests reaction to Marxism EPS 85.06.47 
NAIROBI (EPS) - General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa told a group of new 


Anglican bishops from Africa and Latin America that rather than worrying too 
much about Marxist influence, church leaders should help create a dynamic and 
living church. According to a report (10 June) from Africa Church Information 
Service, he said church leaders must “appreciate that most African leaders see 
salvation in socialism because it speaks to the economic and social crisis 
facing the continent." The bishops were here for a course Sponsored by the 
London-based Anglican Consultative Council. 


Proposals made on church media in Uganda EPS 85.06.48 
KAMPALA (EPS) - Church media in Uganda, which have faced major management and 
financial problems recently (EPS 84.11.72), could be reorganized with 
semi-autonomous status as part of a venture called Christian Communication 
Development in Uganda. A proposal for that came from a five-day consultation 
here sponsored by the London-based World Association for Christian 
Communication. It would affect the Anglican monthly "New Century” and a 
church-owned broadcast centre, according to a report (10 June) from Africa 
Church Information Service. 


New Christian Aid director announced EPS 85.06.49 
MANCHESTER (EPS) - Michael Taylor, principal of Northern Baptist College, 
here, and lecturer in ethics and theology at Manchester University, is the new 
director of Christian Aid, relief and development division of the British 
Council of Churches. He begins the job next October, succeeding Charles 
Elliott, who resigned last September. In a new book, "Praying the Kingdom", 


Elliott says he was asked to resign; "I still don't know why" he is quoted 
as saying in an article (7 June) in "Church of England Newspaper". He adds 
that he tried with little success to bring to Christian Aid an approach of 


“political spirituality. I suspect it was too political and too powerful, and 
they wanted to keep Christian Aid a safe charity", he adds. 


NZ Baptist leader protests proposed homosexuality reform EPS 85.06.50 
WELLINGTON (EPS) - New Zealand Baptist General Superintendent Gerard Marks 
Says “it would be tragic ... if our society was now given the word that it is 
okay to be gay. It is not. It will lead to moral confusion and tragedy." A 
proposed change of law would decriminalise homosexuality among males 16 and 
older. (New Zealand has no laws against female homosexuality.) In a letter 
to members of parliament, Marks calls it “absolutely imperative" that NZ laws 
“uphold monogamous marriage between husband and wife as God's intention for 


us, while also dealing compassionately with homosexuals needing help.” 


Irish Presbyterian moderator for capital punishment EPS 85.06.51 
BELFAST (EPS) —- Robert Dickinson, new moderator of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland, has asked that capital punishment be restored for murder in Northern 
Ireland. Dickinson also said the government of the Irish Republic should give 
up its claim to sovereignty over Northern Ireland as a step toward peace in 
that UK province. 
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Kagawa Toyohiko's prejudices debated EPS 85.06.52 


TOKYO (EPS) - Some views of the late Japanese social reformer and evangelist 
Kagawa Toyohiko have come in for severe criticism in “Crowned with Thorns", 
newsletter of the Buraku Liberation Centre of the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan). Ina series of articles, Kyodan pastor Sumihi Heiichi says 
Kagawa was “cool and bluntly discriminatory" towards Japanese outcasts. That 
approach, he says, continues among many Kyodan and other Christians today. 


A million Muslims said to become Christians in Bangladesh EPS 85.06.53 
DHAKA (EPS) - “Sangbad", a Bangladeshi daily, quotes the director general of 


the Bangladesh Islamic Foundation as promising a study of why an estimated 
million Muslims in Bangladesh have become Christians since 1970. Mohammad 
Abdus Sobhan cited poverty, illiteracy, and lack of medical care as among the 
reasons, according to a report from New Delhi-based SAR church news agency (23 
May). The 1984 “Britannica World Data” gives 1981 Bangladesh census figures 
of 8/7 million, and a 1982 religious affiliation percentage of 0.5 percent for 
Christians, which would mean about 435,000 Christians in the country. 


Young Soviet Baptist ministers meet; Bible students graduate EPS 85.06.54 
MOSCOW (EPS) - The All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists 


reports 26 specially invited young ministers from different Soviet cities met 
here at the end of April to discuss "the responsibility of a young Christian 
in the modern world". European Baptist Press Service reports (5 June) that 25 
students passed final examinations in the AUCECB Bible correspondence school. 
A week of exams ended three years of study for the graduates. 


Baptists, ecumenical federation in Italy denounce South Africa EPS 85.06.55 
ROME (EPS) - The executive committee of the Christian Evangelical Baptist 


Union of Italy has denounced the “racist regime in power in South Africa, for 
its policy of apartheid, which cannot further be tolerated by Christian and 
civil conscience." In a telegram to the South African embassy here, the 
committee also scored “savage and bloodthirsty repression” in the country, and 
called for release of “all ... political prisoners", notably leaders of the 
United Democratic Front. Similar statements came last month from _ the 
executive council of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy. Besides 
Baptists, the federation includes Methodists, Waldensians, and Lutherans. 


Irish Baptists meet EPS 85.06.56 
BELFAST (EPS) - Delegates to the 1985 annual assembly of the Baptist Union of 
Ireland passed resolutions on two social issues, according to a report from 
European Baptist Press Service (5 June). In one, they "deplored the increase 
in Sunday trading, sporting events, and general disregard for the [biblical] 
principle" of a weekly day for “worship, meditation, and rest”, They also 

condemned "“blood-letting of terrorists ..., violence of word and attitude", 
and "incitement to hatred and discord which is widespread in many communities." 


Southern Baptists meet for possible 'big shootout' EPS 85.06.57 
DALLAS (EPS) - An estimated 30,000 members from congregations of the Southern 


Baptist Convention, after the Roman Catholics the largest US denomination, 
were expected here (11-13 June) for what some called the “big shootout", at 
the annual SBC meeting. According to "Baptist Press", this year, “moderate/ 
loyalist forces ... mounted their most significant effort to ... recapture 
control of the denominational machinery" from “the fundamentalist/conservative 
coalition” which in 1979 “captured control of the presidency, vowing to stop 
what they perceive as a ‘liberal drift'". BP quotes an unidentified SBC 
leader who speaks of “crucial decisions [here] about ... whether we will be a 
diverse denomination cooperating together to do missions and evangelism, or 
whether we will be a body cooperating along narrower doctrinal lines." 


EPS 


Quakers lose appeal on tax withholding EPS 85.06.58 
LONDON (EPS) - The Society of Friends (Quakers) lost its appeal of its refusal 
to pay 2745.30 UK pounds withheld from pay-as-you-earn income taxes of 33 
employees of Friends House, Quaker headquarters here. It was not paid to 
object to government money spent on war preparations. What the Quakers will 
do next is up to the society's 250-person standing executive committee. It 
meets here 6 July. The only appeal possible is to the UK House of Lords. 


Six reported arrested, assaulted outside Namibia church office EPS 85.06.59 
WINDHOEK (EPS) - reported (13 June) that six 


“Lutheran World Information" 
people waiting for Council of Churches in Namibia General Secretary Abisai 
Shejavali outside the CCN office here this month were arrested. Then, 
according to a report in the "Windhoek Advertiser" newspaper, they were 
allegedly assaulted by the police, who turned dogs loose on them. Four of the 
six had been detained previously as members of Swapo, the principal group 
struggling for Namibian independence from South Africa. 


Convention affirms removal of controversial pastor from roster EPS 85.06.60 
GREENVILLE (Pennsylvania/US) (EPS) — The convention of a regional synod of the 
Lutheran Church in America voted overwhelmingly (7 June) to remove D. Douglas 
Roth from the LCA clergy roster because of his “wilful disregard and 
violation" of the LCA constitution. He was suspended earlier (EPS 84.12.83) 
in connection with his controversial, confrontational opposition to "corporate 
evil” in the Pittsburgh area. He is part of a group called Denominational 
Ministry Strategy. After the vote, Roth and another pastor interrupted 
convention proceedings. They were subsequently arrested. Roth and his 
Supporters say he has not been given a fair hearing on the issues. 


Reconciliation hoped after sports deaths EPS 85.06.61 


LIVERPOOL (EPS) - Remembrance, repentance, and steps toward reconciliation 
were themes in worship here in the wake of violence at the European Cup 
football (soccer) finals in Belgium late last month, which left 38 people, 
mostly supporters of the team from Turin, dead. Supporters of the opposing 
team, from this English city, are generally thought to be chiefly responsible 
for the violence. [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said he 
felt “great ... sadness for Liverpool and ... anger” at the violence. 


Lutherans and Anglicans and RCs in Japan dialogues EPS 85.06.62 
TOKYO (EPS) - “Lutheran World Information" reports (6 June) that the Japan 


Evangelical Lutheran Church has begun official theological dialogue with Roman 
Catholics in Japan. Before that, only Japanese Anglicans had had such 
discussions with Japanese Roman Catholics. 


US religious groups seeking shortwave licenses EPS 85.06.63 


NEW YORK (EPS) - "Religious News Service” reports that a growing number of US 
religious groups have applied for licenses for international shortwave 
Stations since the US lifted its ban on new, privately-owned shortwave 
Stations five years ago. 


Franciscans continue their leadership, despite papal advice EPS 85.06.64 
ASSISI (EPS) - Representatives of the Order of Friars Minor, the chief Roman 
Catholic religious order descended from the work in the 13th century of 
Francis of Assisi, has re-elected John Vaughan as its minister general, for 
the next six years. Before the meeting of the OFM general chapter, here last 
month, Pope John Paul told the Franciscans, in an unusual letter, to correct 
what he called theories and practices outside their tradition. The pope chose 
a Vatican archbishop as his special delegate to preside over the meeting. He 
reportedly advised against Vaughan's re-election. 
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Polish RC-state relations said at "lowest ebb in 15 years” EPS 85.06.65 
VIENNA (EPS) - In a report from here, "The Christian Science Monitor” 
newspaper says “relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the communist 
state [in Poland] are at their lowest ebb in 15 years." 


13,000 Methodist youth gather in London EPS 85.06.66 
LONDON (EPS) - An estimated 13,000 members of British Methodist youth clubs 


attended a weekend gathering here (18-19 May) which featured Christian rock 
concerts, shows, Bible study, worship, and a public march and rally. It is 
said to be the largest such annual event in Europe. 


US ecumenist Stuber dies EPS 85.06.67 
HACKENSACK (New Jersey/US) - Stanley I. Stuber, 81, died here (/ May) of 
complications following heart surgery. He was active in his own American 
Baptist denomination, and in the formation of the National and World Councils 
of Churches. He was at different times executive director of three US 
regional ecumenical councils. 


US Anglicans object to poll on presiding bishop EPS 85.06.68 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Episcopal [US Anglican] Church Presiding Bishop John Allin 


has written to poll-taker George Gallup, a member of his denomination, 
objecting to a survey the Gallup organization undertook on behalf of the 1928 
Prayer Book Society. Among other things, the survey asks respondents to 
choose their favorite from among the four candidates nominated to succeed 
Allin. In his letter, Allin said that “polling ... a select group of 
Episcopalians as to who their favorite nominee might be is not helpful to the 
church as a whole, and potentially confusing for many. While I have respect 
for your professional expertise, I find it unfortunate that you included this 
question in the Prayer Book Society poll at this time.” The new presiding 
bishop is to be elected at the Episcopal convention in September. 


Central American Anglican bishops condemn US embargo EPS 85.06.69 
MEXICO CITY (EPS) - Anglican bishops of Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central 
America (part of the New York-based Episcopal Church), have “energetically” 
condemned the US trade embargo against Nicaragua as “inhuman and 


non-Christian”. The bishops also asked their colleagues throughout’ the 
Anglican world to “raise their voices and use their influence" to bring about 
reversal of the policy. 


Afro-Anglican issues conference planned EPS 85.06.70 
BARBADOS (EPS) - A conference on "Afro-Anglicanism: Present Issues, Future 
Tasks", was scheduled on this West Indian island (17-22 June). The meeting is 
funded by various parts of the [US] Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church 
of Canada. Walter Dennis, the US bishop chairing the conference planning 
committee, said participants would “seek to develop, for the first time, an 
accurate history and theology of Anglicans of color." Participants are 
espected from Africa, the West Indies, North America, and the UK. 


Namibia church reps reject ‘transitional government' EPS 85.06.71 
WINDHOEK (EPS) - On behalf of the Council of Churches in Namibia, CCN General 


Secretary Abisai Shejavali rejected the “transitional government" for the 
country being inaugurated under South African auspices (1/7 June). The CCN, he 
said, urged all church institutions not to observe the holiday proclaimed to 
mark the new arrangements because CCN “does not think it appropriate to 
celebrate an event which has already further divided the people of our land, 
and whose imposition ... without any electoral mandate of the people will not 
bring the prospect of a speedier end to the conflict, and to peace, any 
closer.” 
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ECUVIEW/Bernard Thorogood: "On Mission and Development” EPS 85.06.72 


[Thorogood is general secretary of the United Reformed Church in the United 
Kingdom. This item appeared in longer form in the May/June issue of 
“Newshare" from the London-based Council for World Mission. ] 


It is a matter of alarm to many Christians when we are divided by our 
understanding of the gospel. A few may rejoice at new battles on old 
doctrinal ground. We have met one or two such people in all denominations. 
But for most of us there is only sorrow when we find that our partial views of 
God's truth have become sticks for beating other Christians. “Partial” means 
precisely that. It does not mean “false” but “incomplete” since we are all 
on a journey into the fullness of God's love. 


One of the most damaging of these theological divides is that between 
Christians who put first the proclamation of the gospel, with individual 
conversion as the objectives and those who put first the service of those in 
need, with the peace and justice of society as the objective. Both parties 
are likely to betray the gospel if they exclude the other view. 


If our intense effort is on personal evangelism we can fail to hear the cry of 
those who suffer from an oppressive regime, from famine, from disabilities of 
mind and body and we can offer a hope for eternity which may get close to 
Marx's view of 'opium' to lull the poorest people into passivity. But if we 
have been led into social activism, if our sense of human bondage drives us, 
then. we. can easily forget the transformation of our life when we are in 
Christ, the necessity of prayer and the reality of sin which corrupts every 
society. Realism about the world and about ourselves pleads with us to hold 
both aspects of faith together. 


I believe that the glory of the 19th century missionary movement was that it 
did precisely that. The missionaries who entered into the cultures of Africa 
and Asia, the Pacific and the Caribbean had many gifts. Some were scholars 
and preachers but more were artisans, teachers, doctors, housewives and 
jacks-of-all-trades. They longed to express the love of Christ in every way 
Open to then. So their assault on slavery, bad housing, restrictions on 
women, illiteracy and every variety of illness was all part of their 
proclamation of the gospel of the transforming Christ. When this 
comprehensive mission brought them into conflict with the authorities they did 
not retreat into quietism out of fear of politics. John Philip in South 
Africa and John Wray in Guyana stand for me as examples of that wholehearted 
obedience which sees life in the round. This attitude derives straight from 
the New Testament. ... 


This is why I regret the separation of our missionary witness and our British 
work for overseas development, which has been a feature of the last 
twenty-five years. "Mission" so easily becomes the captive of church 
tradition. "Development" very readily is transformed into a sociologist's 
dreamworld or a superficial movement of resources. Can we ever again hold 
these together, to correct and inspire each other? The same argument presses 
on me when I think of future patterns of ministry. Those who are called to 
the ministry of Word and Sacraments have to give much care to the church 
fellowship, and may concentrate on the growth of faith. But the church needs 
other ministries which have their focus outside the church, among the slaves 
or the beggars or the street dwellers or the political prisoners or the drug 
addicts. And the church will be impoverished if we lose either focus. Bread 
and living bread are intimately related. They are the gifts of God for life 
in all its fullness 
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ECUTEXT: “WCC Appeal for Support of US Sanctuary Movement" EPS 85.06.73 


[The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches is appealing for 150,000 US dollars to support the US National 
Sanctuary Defense Fund and El Rescate, another US ecumenical agency working 
with refugees from Central America. During his June visit to the US, WCC 
General Secretary gave the fund 20,000 US dollars from the WCC Human Rights 
Resource Office for Latin America. The item below is the first part of the 
10 June CICARWS appeal, signed by CICARWS Acting Director George Tsetsis and 
Refugee Service Co-ordinator Ruud van Hoogevest. See also EPS 85.02.41,75; 
03.84; 05.63.]. 


One of the most challenging ways that Christians are responding to the plight 
of refugees is through the extension of sanctuary to Central Americans fleeing 
the violence of their homelands. In providing sanctuary, churches publicly 
commit themselves to providing shelter, assistance, and legal protection to 
refugees contrary to US law. The US government does not recognize the 
500,000-800,000 Salvadorans and Guatemalans who have come to the US in recent 
years as refugees; indeed, between 5,000 and 6,000 Salvadorans = and 
Guatemalans are deported from the US each year. 


Sanctuary for Central Americans began on 24 March 1982 when the Southside 
Presbyterian Church of Tucson, Arizona, informed the US authorities that it 
was sheltering Salvadoran refugees who had fled to the United States in fear 
for their lives. For the members of the Southside congregation, the decision 
to extend sanctuary was the product of a long period of prayer and discussion 
about the best way to aid the Central Americans coming to the US in search of 
safe haven. Prayers for the refugees were followed by efforts to raise bail 
funds. But the members of the church wanted to do more. They wanted to 
take actions which would both respond directly and personally to the needs of 
the Central Americans and would address the larger political issues in the 
Central American conflict. 


The tradition of sanctuary for churches has its roots in the Old Testament; 
in the United States, sanctuary was used by individuals fleeing the English 
king and later by those hiding fugitive slaves along the Underground 
Railroad. Giving hospitality to the Central American refugees in defiance of 
US law involves serious legal risks. Those who transport and shelter aliens 
outside US law are subject to fines and imprisonment. The refugees ... are 
[also] well aware of the risks they run. In January 1985, some 60 refugees 
and sanctuary workers were apprehended by Immigration and Naturalization 
authorities; 16 sanctuary workers have been subsequently indicted. 


But the INS move was not unexpected. The very purpose of the Sanctuary 
movement is to challenge US law - or rather, the way that law is applied and 
interpreted by the US government to those individuals fleeing the violence in 
Central America. Moreover, many see the crackdown as inevitable given the 
movement's success in arousing public concern for the plight of Central 
American refugees and in raising political issues about the responsibility of 
the US government for the violence in Central America. 


Currently more than 200 churches and congregations have declared themselves to 


be public sanctuaries for Central American refugees. ... Those working in the 
Sanctuary movement are united in their commitment to express their faith 
through sanctuary. Major national bodies of Protestant churches (Lutherans, 


Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, United Church of Christ), the National 
Council of Churches, and the major co-ordinating bodies of Catholic religious 
orders as well as many Jewish synagogues, have expressed support .... 
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ECUTEXT: “WCC Statement on SPCU's 25th Anniversary" EPS 85.06.74 


[This greeting was read on Vatican Radio (5 June) by World Council of Churches 
Communication Director Coenraad Boerma to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. ] 


On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, the World Council of Churches wishes to express its deep 
gratitude to God that 25 years ago Pope John XXIII opened this door to his 
Christian brothers and sisters in other churches. "We finally have a friendly 
address", said the general secretary of the World Council of Churches at that 
time, Dr Visser 't Hooft. 


Many things have happened since then. Non-Catholic observers were invited to 
the Vatican Council; contacts with churches and church leaders have been 
arranged; the secretariat's mandate to foster relations with other churches 
reinforced, a Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches established; important documents on ecumenism have 
been issued. 


The Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity is really a “door” which the 
Roman Catholic Church has opened to Christian churches and communions and to 
the World Council of Churches. It has been and continues to be a faithful 
servant of the ecumenical movement, a most effective instrument for contacts 
and relations, a promoter of ecumenical concerns within the Roman Curia and 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


The Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity is the “ecumenical conscience" 
of the Roman Catholic Church. It is confronted with limitations and 
difficulties, but it is also experiencing a new age in the relations between 
the churches. 


The ecumenical movement is irreversible, because the unity of the church is a 
gift of God himself. In the common statement on the occasion of Pope John 
Paull II's visit to the World Council last year, we confessed our divisions 
and disobedience to God's unity. 


The hope of the late sixties that the Roman Catholic Church would enter into 
the fellowship of the more than 300 churches within the World Council of 
Churches has not been fulfilled. We could have done more together in the 
field of social collaboration and common actions for peace and justice. 


In those 25 years the differences in structure and self-understanding between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC churches have come out more clearly - 
not as a cause of despair but as a challenge presenting an agenda for ongoing, 
frank and open discussion, knowing that at the local level ecumenism is 
growing everywhere. 


We pray that God will use the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity and 
its leadership to enlarge, affirm, and confirm this open door of the Roman 
Catholic Church to the ecumenical movement. 


We long for the day when eucharistic hospitality will lead us into full 


communion. May the Holy Spirit of our God and Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ bless this privileged instrument of the ecumenical movement. 
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SiH O P Teas lamer? /22) 


The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee is 28 July-8 August in Buenos 
Aires. The EPS coverage schedule is outlined below. To arrange special or 
supplemental coverage, or for other deadlines to be met, be in touch with the 
EPS editor before 15 July. 


The 120-member WCC Commission on Faith and Order meets in Stavanger (Norway), 
13-25 August. It last met in Lima in January 1982 (EPS 49/02). With members 
from WCC members and other denominations (including Roman Catholics), the 
commission is generally considered the most ecumenical theological forum in 
the world. Highlights of the Stavanger agenda include review of official 
responses and other reactions to the text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
(BEM) released following the Lima meeting, and discussion of steps to be taken 
“in response to the responses"; a report on the status of the F&0 study, 
“Towards a Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today"; and discussion of 
a third major commission project - a study of “the unity of church and the 
renewal of humankind". Also on the agenda are preparations for the Fifth 
World Conference on Faith and Order (the last was in Montreal in 1963), 
probably in 1988, and discussion of united and uniting churches. EPS 
scheduled for mailing 26 August is to include major coverage of the meeting. 


Journalists interested in attending should contact EPS to make arrangements 
(except journalists from Nordic countries, who should contact Sivind Ostang, 


of the Church of Norway Information Service in Oslo). A limited number of 


hotel rooms in Stavanger is being held for journalists until 5 August. 


Coverage planned: EPS plans coverage of the following, in issues to be mailed 
as follows: 
03 July: executive committee, World YWCA 
Eighth Assembly, Christian Conference of Asia 
10 July: 15th World Congress, Baptist World Alliance 
NGO Forum marking end of UN Women's Decade 
(continued: CCA assembly) 
17 July: (continued: NGO forum) 
22 July: (continued: NGO forum) 


Ol August: central committee, World Council of Churches 
Ninth World Council, World Alliance of YMCAs 
05 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
O07 August: 16th [World Quaker] Triennial Meeting 
(continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: YMCA council) 
12 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: Quaker meeting) 


The regular EPS deadline is 9700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the: next 
deadline (0700 GMT) is Wednesday, 3 July. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: A 
Situation report (no. 1, 10 June) on the India fires fund; a joint appeal (13 
June) with the WCC's Christian Medical Commission for 125,000 US dollars for 
medical assistance in southern Mexico. 


SA CHURCH LEADERS BACK PRAYER DAY, Ecumenical Press 
WARN ON VIOLENCE IN BLACK COMMUNITY Service 85.06.75 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Church leaders associated with the South African Council 
of Churches expressed (11 June) "grave concern at the violence, political 
murders, and destruction of private property going on between different black 
political groups.” They also endorsed earlier SACC calls for prayer 16 June 
for an end to “unjust rule" and apartheid (race sepration with white 
supremacy). The prayer day became very controversial after some associated it 
with “downfall” of the South African government (EPS 85.06.12). 


In their violence statement, the leaders voiced concern at "murder and 
destruction of property where school children have allegedly taken the law 
into their own hands.” They urged black leaders to “restrain their people”, 
and said “such inter-group violence only hampers the cause of justice and 
peace" and allows others to “to exploit and manipulate the situation". They 
said black divisions and factions reflect a white policy of “divide and rule”. 


In other SA developments, the United Democratic Front said (12 June) it had 
uncovered a plot to kidnap 14 prominent apartheid opponents, including 
Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu. The previous day, 21 senior UDF leaders 
appeared in court in connection with charges against them of high treason and 
terrorism. One of the accused, Anglican priest Jessie Moselane, read a prayer 
from the dock before the trial started. Their trial was to continue later in 
the month (25 June). 


EPS 
Romanian Orthodox begin rebuilding theological institute EPS 85.06.76 


BUCHAREST (EPS) - Work began last month on rebuilding the Romanian [Eastern] 
Orthodox theological institute here, heavily damaged by the March 1977 
earthquake. Total cost is estimated at 90 million Romanian lei, and the 
project is being supported through the Resource Sharing System of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The new complex is to include six 
lecture rooms with 150 places each, 10 smaller rooms, a lecture theatre of 600 
seats, a library and reading room, offices and rooms for teachers, 200 rooms 
for boarders, and a dining hall for 650. There are now about 350 students at 
the institute here, and a like number at the institute in Sibiu. An 
ecumenical centre for 100 people is to share facilities with the institute. 


Ethiopian Lutherans conduct seminar for female staff EPS 85.06.77 
ADDIS ABABA (EPS) - A two-day seminar for female central staff members of the 
Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus was held at the EECMY 
seminary here. "EECMY Information” said the meeting helped participants 
“broaden their patience. It is believed this will enable them to overcome 
barriers they face in their daily work." It also included a presentation on 
family planning. Seminar costs were covered by the Church of Sweden Mission, 


Canadian church leaders urge immigration reform EPS 85.06.78 
OTTAWA (EPS) - Canadian Anglican, Roman Catholic, Reformed, Presbyterian, 


United, and Mennonite leaders have urged changes in policy which would allow 
more immigrants and refugees to come to the country. 


Dutch ecumenical council speaks on Lebanon EPS 85.06.79 
AMERSFOORT (Netherlands) (EPS) - The Council of Churches in the Netherlands (4 
June) urged "all possible efforts to stop the fighting and put an end to the 
Vicious circle of destruction and death" in Lebanon, and "everybody to 
remember in prayers all the people in Lebanon.” 


EPS 


ETHIOPIANS ADD NEW ELEMENT TO Ecumenical Press 
US ORIENTAL ORTHODOX PICTURE Service 85.06.80 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Recent growth of the Ethiopian community in the 
US from political and economic causes is bringing new prominence and challenge 
for the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Its numbers remain small, but the 
beginnings of a new component in the Oriental Orthodox picture in the US can 
be discerned. 


Oriental Orthodox - they did not accept the Council of Chalcedon (451) - do 
not have a formal US structure comparable to the Standing Conference of 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), which serves the Eastern Orthodox. 
But Armenian Orthodox Archbishop Torkom Manoogian chairs what he calls a 
semi-formal conference of Oriental Orthodox bishops and priests. Among other 
things, it arranges dialogue meetings with US Roman Catholics. 


Manoogian heads the Armenian Church of America, under the jurisdiction of 


Catholicos Vazken of Etchmiadzin, in Soviet Armenia. Another body, the 
Armenian Apostolic Church of America, is under Catholicos Karekin II of 
Cilicia in Lebanon. Its US head, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, does not 


participate in the conference led by Manoogian. 


Other Oriental Orthodox are the Syrians, headed in the US by Archbishop 
Athanasius Samuel of Lodi, New Jersey; a Malabar (Indian) group also under 
Samuel; other Indians led by Bishop Makarios of Buffalo, New York, and Copts, 
who have no resident bishop. Representative of the Addis Ababa Patriarchate 
for the Western hemisphere - and part of the Oriental Orthodox conference - is 
Archbishop Yesehaq, one of several bishops consecrated by Tekle Haimanot, the 
patriarch installed after Ethiopia's revolutionary government deposed 
Patriarch Theophilos, consigning him to an unknown fate. 


Yesehaq operates from a New York church, Holy Trinity, in a run-down part of 
the New York borough of the Bronx, but he spends much time visiting parishes 
in the Caribbean and Guyana. Abba Haddis, a priest transferred to the Bronx 
from the West Indies last year, says Holy Trinity, like several other 
congregations, began among blacks who were not Ethiopian Orthodox but wanted a 
connection with an ancient African church. 


Ethiopian refugees, UN personnel, students, and others in the New York area 
now number several thousand, but Haddis says none of them lives near the Bronx 
church, and a better location is being sought. Some progress occurs, he 
reports, in other spheres, as in the recent opening of a church for Ethiopians 
in the Los Angeles area, and the sending last February of two representatives 
taking the patriarchate 100,000 US dollars raised for famine relief. 


Meanwhile, Bishop Paulos, who served under the previous patriarch, has begun 
another Ethiopian congregation in New York. Since last August, he has 
celebrated liturgy in the ancient Ge'ez language with a sermon in contemporary 
Amharic each Sunday in a chapel of interdenominational Riverside church, 
here. He was engaged in a doctoral studies in the US in 1974, when he was 
called home. He was consecrated bishop the next year, but imprisoned in 1976. 


Paulos had been actively involved with the World Council of Churches, and 
through its aid, he says, he was finally able to secure release in 1982 for 
further study. He says, however, that the growing number of Ethiopians away 
from their homeland in this time of anguish presents a need for ministry he 


cannot ignore. Although acting independently, he says he does not intend to 
create a schism. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/H. Lamar Gibble: “Theological Consensus on Peace/Justice" EPS 85.06.81 


[Gibble is consultant on peace and international affairs with the US-based 
Church of the Brethren. This is the conclusion of a paper he prepared for a 
consultation this month under the auspices of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, of which he is a member. CCIA is part of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


... As I began to search for materials related to my assigned topic I was 
struck by a relative dirth of materials written on the subject by contemporary 
theologians. Christian realists, Reinhold Niebuhr, John Bennett and others 
did some concerted writing on the general area but these persons are largely 
from an earlier generation of theologians. 


Today the liberation theologians of the developing world are on the cutting 
edge of theological thought and our theologians in the so-called first and 
second worlds are caught up in the phenomenon. But too few, I feel, they are 
addressing themselves to the evils of the nuclear and conventional arms race 
and military doctrines which are designed to protect our privileged status and 
threaten the existence of humankind. If it is in our area of responsibility, 
it would be well for us through the WCC to try to stimulate and encourage more 
substantive theological work in this area. 


I stated earlier that it appears to me from reviewing earlier WCC documents 
that we find more divergence and dilemmas among us in the WCC than convergence 
and agreement in regard to common streams of theological understanding 
vis-a-vis militarism and the arms race. There is still a cleavage in our 
faith community between those who in the presence of the evils of militarism 
and the arms race choose a pacifist road and refuse to take arms and those to 
whom the “just war” or "just revolution” approach makes ... sense. 


But, fortunately, we continue to debate these differences within the 
ecumenical community, and the debate must continue because in the process of 
such testing each is strengthened as the pacifist is forced to face the harsh 
realities of violence at the hands of injustice and oppression, and the 
persons committed to “just war” criteria are tested by the plaguing question 
whether any war can any longer be viewed as just given the horrendous weapons 
at our disposal. It might be that our greatest responsibility within the 
ecumenical community is to keep the debate and confrontation going so that we 
continue to test our faith in the light of scripture and tradition in each new 
situation. 


While most of us are out of touch with those Christians who still might have a 
crusade mentality and theology, maybe one of our responsibilities might be to 
confront and debate these persons from the “religious right" who think it is 
their calling to "kill a commie for Christ" (or for that matter, "kill a 
capitalist for Christ"). 


Finally, a word of hope. ... One aspect ... [of biblical teaching is] that 


shalom includes God's vision of the future as well. Even in times of 
hopelessness, God still wills wholeness and unity for His people. ... Shalom 
includes God's promise that the reign of God will usher in a new age. It is 


the vision and hope of shalom in the here and now. ... 


[There is also] a vision, we believe, of the time in history or beyond history 
when good ultimately will triumph over evil. And those who have grasped this 
hope for peace/shalom, of the ultimate triumph of good, are powerfully armed 
against the despair and fragmentation that confronts humankind in all ages. 
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ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: "Canadian Council of Churches Assembly" EPS 85.06.82 


[Fung is evangelism secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
He attended the assembly of the Canadian Council of Churches (Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, 11-16 May). ] 


Reporting of the work of the CCC was done in written form, with only a few 
enacted either in the form of role-play or an interview or reportorial 
format. No voting was required. This was so because much of the work 
reported is work of ecumenical coalitions which the CCC had an important, but 
not total, part and therefore technically outside of its jurisdiction. This 
explains the small CCC staff, the enormous scope of its involvement, and, it 
seems to me, difficulties delegates have to "own" it. 


The resolution sessions were the major formal business part of the assembly, 
the most important being the move to amend the constitution to allow for 
associate membership. This was done thoroughly and gracefully. The 
immediate benefactor is of course the Canadian Catholic Conference of Bishops 
which is committed to this form of fellowship. With the passage of the 
amendment, the way is now open. It will take another six to nine months to 
go through the formalities, and then at least three years to see if full 
membership is desirable. The thrust of the amendment commits the CCC and 
applicants like CCCB to review associate status in three years. But whatever 
happens or not happens, the CCC will never be the same again. The secular 
press sensed and focused its coverage of the assembly on this event. 


A most. immediate but profound change will be the introduction of 
bilingualism. French will have to be used. A resolution was passed to this 


effect. Other resolutions include one on inclusive language. The 
expression of “just language” was introduced which sparked the most involved 
debate in the assembly. The major advocates on either side were women. 


Another resolution with concrete consequences mandated the hiring of a 
part-time youth co-ordinator in the CCC. Other resolutions commit the CCC to 
peace with an anti-"Star Wars" and anti-hunger thrust, economic justice at 
home and abroad, and local ecumenism. 


Close to a day was devoted to a workshop on conflict management led by a 
person from the Alban Institute, USA. The programme consisted of role-play 
in small groups, and question-and-answers in plenary. I find that to be a 
most pointless exercise in terms of the context being an august assembly of 
nearly all the churches in the land. I would have expected a local church 
seminar to engage in this sort of thing. And the total lack of conflictual 
elements in a workshop on conflict management amazed me, not to mention the 
choice of leadership from south of the border. 


The half-day field trip to Lunenburg was much more meaningful. The largest 
fishing industry in the Martimes is there and in serious trouble. The 
exposure reinforced the need to deal with social issues in conjunction with 
economics, particularly on the theoretical and conceptual level, something 
which, in my opinion, the ecumenical movement has unfortunately dismissed in 
the last decade. The urgency is there for all to see. The most vivid, and 
probably the longest lasting, element of the assembly for me was this picture 
of structural underemployment - people under 30 with little career job 
possibilities, the availability of jobs in fast-food chains, managerial 
preference for part-time workers rather than full-timers. The consequences 
are only too obvious. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/James Mutambirwa: "The WCC and UN Fight Against Racism" EPS 85.06.83 


[Mutambirwa is a consultant for the Programme to Combat Racism of the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches. He delivered this statement in longer form 
(4 June) to the NGO Sub-Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid, 
and Decolonization to mark the 40th anniversary of the UN and the 25th 
anniversary of its Declaration on Decolonization. The full text is available 
on request to WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


... The WCC and the UN have a long history of dedicated support for those who 
struggled and continue to struggle against racism and colonial domination. 
We have a lot in common in our opposition to apartheid and in our support to 
those who struggle against it. Apartheid is the most vicious system of 
racism in the world today. 


Despite all these efforts by the UN and NGOs [non-governmental organizations] 
which are commendable and a source of encouragement to the oppressed and 
struggling masses in South Africa, racism is still a problem not only in South 
Africa but in the world and particularly in those very countries of Western 
Europe that fought so bravely against the racism of Nazi Germany. In these 
countries, racism is alarmingly on the increase and has been exacerbated by 
the economic recession. 


There have even been several instances of racially-motivated violence against 
third world immigrants who are made scapegoats of the widespread 
unemployment. And the governments have not always tackled the problems of 
racism head on. Instead many of them appease the racists by passing new 
immigration laws to prevent third world immigrants entering Europe. 


Third world people who are citizens of the European countries are consigned to 
live in ghettos, in poor houses; they have poor schools; they are the last 
to be hired and the first to be fired. In the Americas, the blacks continue 
to suffer discrimination. The indigenous Red Indians are also victims of 
racism and economic exploitation. Their land rights are not respected and 
treaties guaranteeing those rights are either ignored or broken by the 
government or are subverted by transnational corporations that want to exploit 
the land. 


[PCR is] ... heartened and encouraged by the work of the UN on behalf of the 
racially oppressed. Racism, despite the valiant efforts of the UN to 
eradicate it, continues as a cancer, corroding the lives of millions of people 
in many parts of the world. In many countries, racism has become more 
sophisticated or refined; it has been institutionalized in the political and 
economic structures of society. Thus, for instance, racial minorities are 
excluded from high-paying computer jobs because they lack qualifications to 
operate computers. Yet, no funds or facilities are available to train 
them. Minorities or third world immigrants are excluded from universities 
because they lack qualifications either to enroll or teach in them. ... 


The UN and NGOs and other organizations must be alert to the ever-changing and 
subtle forms that the demon of racism adopts as it refuses to wither away. 
Conferences and seminars should continue to be organized to analyse and expose 
racism and to suggest ways of combating it. The fight against racism is going 
to be with us for a long time to come. The UN must persevere in the struggle 
against it. For the racially-oppressed will always look to the UN and NGOs 
for support. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Rob van Drimmelen: "Racism in Western Europe" EPS 85.06.84 


[This item is excerpted from the introduction to the latest (1985/no. 21) in 
the PCR information series. Van Drimmelen is programme secretary in the 
Programme to Combat Racism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


-.. Racism in Western Europe is felt by migrant workers, immigrants, refugees, 
foreign students, gypsies, and indigenous peoples. But racism inside Western 
Europe is not a new phenomenon. Religious, economic and political crises 
have uprooted people for centuries: Huguenots went to Germany, Switzerland, 
Belgium and the Netherlands, Poles to France and, more recently, thousands of 
Spaniards, Portuguese, Italians, Greeks, Turks and Moroccans went to work, 
mainly in factories, in the northern part of Western Europe. 


In addition to this, inhabitants of former European colonies moved to their 
“mother-countries"; Senegalese to France, Indians to England, Zatreans to 
Belgium, Surinams to the Netherlands. Each migration wave in history met 
resistance from the original inhabitants of the countries they migrate to. 
The more recent migrants, however, face more serious problems than earlier 
ones. The early migration wave mainly consisted of white European migrants 
who, in most cases, were also Christians. The more recent migrants, however, 
are largely non-European, Muslim, and black. Racial hostility towards the 
latter group is more intense than towards the former group. 


The more recent migration waves had a profound influence in Western Europe. 


It is estimated that 3.5 million immigrants live in Britain. Of the 60.7 
million inhabitants of the Federal Republic of Germany, 4.6 million are 
“foreigners”. In all, nearly 8 percent of both the French and the West 


German populations are "foreign" whereas the figures for Belgium and Britain 
are 9 and 6 percent respectively. West Berlin is now the second-largest 


Turkish city in the world. London's East End has the largest Indian 
population outside India and one-third of the population of Surinam is 
presently living in the Netherlands. Every indication points towards a 


growth of the migrant population in the future. ... 


Western Europe has not been able to come to grips with the new demographic 
situation. Already existing racial attitudes were brought into the open and 
intensified when the economic recession got underway. Migrant workers are 
cast aS scapegoats for a range of economic and social problems. ... Over the 
last few years, three trends have become visible with regard to the racial 
situation in Western Europe: 


(1) A growth of racial harassment and racial violence in all West European 
societies. Blacks are attacked and even killed because they are black. 
Their houses are set on fire and police harassment against blacks has been on 
the increase. 


(2) Almost all West European countries have adopted racist immigration laws 
trying to stop the “influx” of migrants, with family disruptions as one of the 
results. In some cases, migrants are offered financial bonuses if they 
return to their home country. Some countries have also _ adopted 
anti-discrimination legislation but this is generally ineffective. 


(3) In some West European countries [for example, France and_ the 
Netherlands], racist political parties have been formed and are gaining 
strength. ... The racist parties in the different countries seem to meet 


regularly and co-operate closely. ... 
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ECUTEXT: “Letter to Reagan from Korean Christian Farmers" EPS 85.06.85 


[This open letter to US President Ronald Reagan is signed by the Korea 
Christian Farmers' Federation and the Korea Catholic Farmers' Federation. 
Christians make up an estimated 30 percent of the South Korean population of 
about 41 million. Other major religions are Buddhism (37 percent) and 
Confucianism (17 percent). ] 


As happened in 1983, recently the United States has once again requested Korea 
to open its doors to your livestock and agricultural products. We are deeply 
concerned that this poses a real threat to Korea's self-reliant development, 
as well as to world peace. We wish to bring to your attention the situation 
of Korea's ten million farmers. 


For the past several decades, due to the flooding of foreign agricultural 
products into Korea, our farmers have suffered chronic deficits in their 
farming operations, causing them to go deeper and deepeer into debt. It 
troubles us to know that of these foreign agricultural goods which are 
destroying Korean agriculture and our farmers' livelihood, 90 percent or more 
are exported by the United States. As this situation continues, not only is 
it difficult for Korean farmers to maintain even the barest minimum standard 
of living, but furthermore, many people are beginning to doubt whether the US 
is truly our closest free-world ally. 


During the difficult times some forty years ago, when Korea had gained 
liberation from Japan only to be plunged into the Korean War, the US assisted 
our country with quantities of agricultural goods under Public Law 480. This 
large amount of aid was of tremendous help to the Korean people at that 
time. However, the US farm grants were not used to develop Korean 
agriculture - the basis of national self-reliance. Instead, as American farm 
goods have continued to pour in, Korea's income from its own crops such as 
wheat and cotton has dropped, destroying Korea's agriculture. Today, with 
half of our people's food coming from overseas (90 percent of this from the 
US), our former self-sufficiency is being lost. 


We hope this was not the original intent of the US. We believe that you want 


an enriched life for the Korean people - especially the ten million Korean 
farmers - so that as one of the friendly nations of the free world, Korea will 
develop on its own. We particularly hope that your country's support to 


Korea has not been just for your own national profit; that it is not for this 
that you have concretely aided Korea and used your government's power, but 
rather that it was because you desire the development of the democratic world 
and desire world peace. 


Korea's democratic development and peace, however, can only be _ possible 
through improvement of the situation of the farmers and labourers, Korea's 
minjung. Therefore, we are very perplexed by recent developments. That is, 
once again, as in 1983, ... you have requested Korea to open its doors to the 
import of agricultural products. To comply with this request will seriously 
threaten the survival of our farmers and the self-reliance of the Korean 
people. ... We cannot help wondering if the US, as a superpower, is not 
concerned only with its own profit, even at the sacrifice of Korean farmers 
and agriculture. We read in scripture that when King David took Uriah's wife, 
the prophet Nathan warned that David, who had 99 sheep and yet took the only 
lamb of another man in order to give a feast, would be destroyed. Likewise, 
we ask you to consider whether it truly contributes to world peace when a 
Superpower, for its own benefit, causes the sacrifice of powerless farmers in 
a small, weak country. ... 
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ECUTEXT: “Resolutions for Peace in Korea through Act and Prayer" EPS 85.06.86 


[This is the conclusion of a statement from the 34th general assembly of the 
National Council of Churches in Korea (Box 134, Seoul). The full text 
appears in the NCCK's “Activity News” of March/April. ] 


Unification, which is the road to peace cannot be the exclusive possession of 
the government. Because those who most ardently wish for peace are the weak, 
the poor, and the oppressed, that is, peace is their most longful and sighful 
truth, these people must be the main currents in the unification movement. 
Therefore, discussions about the unification problem must no longer be a 
monopoly of the government. Neither must the government disrupt or suppress 
the church in its work towards unification. Moreover, this problem of 
unification must not be a part of the superpowers' political, economic, and 
cultural hegemony. 


The North and South Korean governments, must not, for their own purposes of 
prolonging political power, obstruct the unification movement with ideological 


conflicts. The governments must not mislead the nation by isolation or 
concealing information regarding the unification problem for their own 
propaganda purposes. We strongly urge the governments to create ways in 


which we can share in dialogue so that we may be able to understand the mutual 
realities of the divided situations. 


The undying wish of the Korean churches for a democratic and just society 
should be the cornerstone for overcoming this state of division. We 
recognize that the ultimate purpose of unification is democracy and justice 
and therefore, the unification movement must be based on the ideas of justice 
and democracy. Furthermore, in our work, we must not be afraid of sacrifice 
nor difficulties. If we are to be integral participants in our nation's 
history of democracy and peace, we must place these fears in perspective. 
Therefore, democracy, justice, unification, and peace, must be the objectives 
of the movement to realize God's kingdom on this land. 


We have, up to present times, been involved in the people's movements for 
democracy and social justice. We must make even a stronger commitment with 
deeper devotion to these movements for our people and our nation. All these 
movements should converge towards the goals of peace and unification. In 
promoting the peace movement, we must try to bring to reconciliation the 
hostility which is so deeply rooted in our tragic history. We must discover 
and expand on the idea of homogeneity of our people to serve as a basis for 
reconciliation, co-existence, and communal interests. For these tasks, it is 
urgent that the Korean churches execute a peace education programme as 
building a cultural atmosphere of peace is an important first step. 


We assert that on the basis of our faith in the peace of God's kingdom, all 
the Korean churches have a duty, a right, and the freedom to participate and 
initiate work in the unification movement. We, as participants in the 
suffering of the people, bear witness to God's love and justice. We also 
confess that we bear a responsibility for not having yet resolved this state 
of division which was the result of foreign manipulations. At the same time, 
we repent and make the confession that to be initiating participants in 
overcoming division is a command given to us from God in order to establish 
God's peace on this land. We the Korean churches, must become a forum for 
public discussion of the unification problem. ... To establish peace and a 
unified nation, we are guided in our work by the Holy Spirit and by our faith 
in the people. This faith allows us to conquer our fears as we remain 
faithful in our commitment to establish God's kingdom on this land. 
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ECUTEXT: "Captivities of Peoples in Asia” EPS 85.06.87 


[This item is excerpted from one of the four Bible studies in the preparatory 
study booklet for the Eighth Assembly of the Singapore-based Christian 
Conference of Asia. The meeting is 26 June-2 July in Seoul. Its theme is 
“Jesus Christ Sets Free to Serve". Previous CCA assemblies were in Prapat 
(Sumatra, 1957), Kuala Lumpur (1959), Bangkok (1964 and 1968), Singapore 
(1973), Penang (Malaysia, 1977), and Bangalore (India, 1981)]. 


In post-colonial Asia, many people are still in bondage to poverty, structural 
injustice and discrimination on the basis of class, race, and sex. Poverty is 
the lot of many of Asia's teeming millions. It is endemic in Asia although 
islands of affluence exist here and there. For the poor, daily life is almost 
a never-ending and oft-losing struggle merely to survive. The finer aspects 
of life such’ as leisure time, enjoyment of the arts, college education, etc. 
are beyond their reach. ... 


The struggle of the poor to be free from bondage to poverty is a sign that in 
the Kingdom, people, not things, matter most. Their situation of deep need 
places them in a position to be more sensitive and responsive to God's work of 
loving people for their own sake. It is in this sense that the Kingdom of 
God belongs to the poor. Hence their happiness. 


In many parts of Asia today, there are age-old traditions that deprive people 
of their right to a full human life. One calls to mind the caste system 
which treats people as objects, not as human beings created in God's image. 
The tragic plight of the Harijans of India and the Burakus of Japan are grim 
reminders of how society, and sometimes religion, dehumanizes people. 


Ethnic minorities have been kept at the fringes of their societies. They 
have been denied access to rights and privileges enjoyed by dominant groups 
who control'the mainstream of community life. Prejudiced and stereotyped 


images about them reinforce unfair and inhuman practices against which they 
have to struggle. 


In some instances, tribal groups have been deprived of their ancestral lands 
to make room for powerful profit-making ventures of the advanced sections of 


society. The effect is disastrous. Not only do these people experience 
economic hardships, they also lose their sense of identity which is 
inseparably linked to their ancestral lands. For example, this has been the 


case of some ethnic minorities in the Philippines and of the Aborigines in 
Australia. 


In general, women in Asia have been discriminated against. "Bent over" like 
the woman whom Jesus healed (Luke 13:10-17), they have been conditioned to 
accept discriminatory attitudes and practices as something inevitable and 
necessary. From the inferior status forced on them, they could develop only 
a distorted perception of their rightful place in society. ... 


Freeing Asian women from their many bondages needs the concerted effort of men 
and women alike. This is an important task made necessary by the Biblical 
understanding’ of men and women. For, from the perspective of the Kingdom 
women and men are equal, for God conferred on them equal worth and dignity. 
In Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female” (Gal. 3:28) 


Equality of the sexes is something everyone possesses by right. It is not 
something man confers upon woman as a matter of concession. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT:; “Structures of Domination in Asia Today" EPS 85.06.88 


[This item is excerpted from one of three section papers in the preparatory 
Study booklet for the Eighth Assembly of the Singapore-based | Christian 
Conference of Asia. The meeting is 26 June-2 July in Seoul. ] 


-+.- The churches in Asia must clearly grasp what the power is that dominates 
Asian peoples, how real it is, and identify its structures. What are the 
forms of domination in Asia today? 


The political life of Asian peoples. What are the forms of political rule in 


Asia today? How do they function and seek to justify themselves? Why do 
they dominate and oppress the people? There is a rising tide-of people's 
movements demanding the right to participate in the decision-making processes 
and to determine their own future in society. Placed in the midst of the 
Asian people, the churches, as the people of God, must discern the realities 
of domination, and witness to the reality of the Kingdom of God that sets the 
people free. How do we do this? 


The economic life of Asian people. A vast number of people in. Asia. suffer 
hunger, poverty and disease, in spite of the immense resources. in the 
region. People are denied their basic necessities in spite of the. fact. that 
they have participated in the creation of tremendous wealth, because most of 
this wealth is often taken over by the rich and powerful. How. do economic 
systems and relationships work to perpetuate this injustice and. suffering? 
What is the witness of the church in this situation? 


The Asian people's search for peace. The issue of peace is a growing concern 
for the peoples of Asia, as it is for all the people of the world. The 
nations of Asia are caught in the military network created by...the super: 
powers, and are drawn into alliances of confrontation and competititon .through 
the arms race. The involvement of some Asian nations in the manufacture of 
nuclear weaponry, and the deployment of the superpowers' nuclear. weapons. on 
their lands, has cast the dark shadow of a nuclear holocaust over. the peoples. 
of Asia. 


Justice and peace are integrally related issues in Asian societies. Often, 
in the name of peace, security and order are emphasized at the expense of 
justice for the people. How do we understand peace in Asia? What are the 


obstacles to real peace in Asia? How should we witness to the Shalom of. God 
and the Prince of Peace (Jesus Christ) in this situation? 


The Asian people's search for freedom from false religio-cultural values. 
Religions and cultures sometimes support various kinds of domination and 
oppression, For instance, caste, social status and discrimination against 
women are often justified on cultural and religious grounds. Hierarchical 
values and structures have permeated social relations between young and old, 
student and teacher, parents and children, rulers and subjects, and managers 
and workers, Furthermore, modern industrial and post-industrial cultures are 
beginning to enslave us not only to such values as consumerism, but also to 
the alien values that are promoted through the information and communication 
media. Often the people are denied access to information and truth. Such 
cultural penetration erodes the identity of the people, breaks community ties, 
and destroys the people's cultural life. How does the gospel of Jesus Christ 
liberate us from the “laws" of cultural-religious bondage? How does the 
celebration of the kingdom of God overcome these forms of domination, so that 
the peoples of Asia can be truly free and creative? 
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ECUTEXT: “Realizing the Freedom and Unity of the Church in Asia" EPS 85.06.89 


[This item is excerpted from one of three section papers in the preparatory 
study booklet for the Eighth Assembly of the Singapore-based Christian 
Conference of Asia. The meeting is 26 June-2 July in Seoul. ] 


“For freedom Christ has set us free", says St Paul, “therefore do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery" (Gal. 5:1). But have we in the churches in Asia 
really appropriated this freedom in Christ? The church preaches the gospel 
of freedom, but often takes sides with those who deny freedom to others. The 
church preaches the gospel of reconciliation, but remains divided within 
itself and often promotes its own self-interests. 


What are the forms of the church's bondage? We ought to be able to identify 
them to help us to make real the freedom of the church. What is to be the 
vision of the Unity and Mission of the church towards which we must move? 
What are the ecumenical structures that will help us to realize such a vision? 


eos Overcoming the Captivities of the Church 


(a) Theological bondage. Christians in Asia still tend to live and work by 
theological answers to questions not raised in the Asian context. Hence, the 
mission of the church in Asia hardly comes to grips with the forces of 
alienation and domination that work in Asian history. For example, salvation 
is often understood only as a matter of keeping oneself clean and pure so that 
one may enter heaven. 


How might the gospel free us from such theological bondage? How does a 
theology relevant to our own situation and faithful to the gospel come 
about? How can we really be an Asian church? 


(b) Secular ethos of domination. The refusal to accept God's grace and 
forgiveness is at the core of human sin. Such refusal leads to a worship of 
false gods and idolatries, especially the craving for money, possessions, 
influence and power. These things have become the norm in the world's idea 
of success. 


Has this spirit also entered the spirit of the church? Does she love the 
company of the high and the mighty, and despise the poor and lowly? Does she 
enjoy walking in the corridors of economic and political power? Does not 


such a spirit lead to a 'mission' to dominate rather than to serve? 


(c) Ideologies. Various forces - socio-political, cultural, religious - 
have pushed huge masses of people in Asia into poverty and misery. Various 
ideologies, beginning with nationalism during the struggles against 
colonialism, have appeared to offer them hope and liberation. Ideologies are 


a real force in our time. What positive word does an ideology speak that 
people dare latch on to it? Ideologies can liberate, they can also 
enslave. How are the Christian faith and the demands of the gospel to be 


related to ideology? 


(d) Cultural captivity. The church carries out its mission in a cultural 
setting. Culture, however, either facilitates or hinders the worship and 
witness of the church. The church must identify and affirm those aspects of 
Asian cultures that are liberating. At the same time, it must relate the 
transforming power of the gospel to those aspects of Asian cultures that 
enslave people. 


(over) 


Freedom and Unity/2 


2. Towards a New Vision of Unity and Mission 
Unity is God's gracious gift which the church receives in faith. Christ is 


one and, therefore, his church also ought to be one. The unity of the church 
is not an end in itself. The unity of the church is what gives credibility 
to its mission as given to it by its Lord, Jesus Christ. 


What are the elements and forms of denominational self-interest that hinder 
and spoil the search for unity? 


The ecumenical movement continues to remind us of our oneness in Jesus Christ 
and to challenge us to search for concrete ways of manifesting this unity in 
the total life of our churches. The Lima Liturgy, the BEM document, are 
concrete gains, at the world level, on the road to this. 


Alongside of this, there are also other genuine signs of hope. Perceptive 
people within the church leave their denominational identities behind in 
common action for mission. They hear the cry of human agony as God's call. 
May we not take our unity in participating in God's redemptive activity among 
those who are nothing in the eyes of the world as a theological event that 
radically questions our old, divisive theological assumptions and our 
competing institutional interests? We thank God for evidences of convergence 
in this connection between the so-called evangelicals and the so-called 
ecumenicals. 


How can all these be brought together so that the unity which is God's will 
and gift to his church may become a reality? 


Further, our commitment to justice and peace has brought us into partnership 
with people of other faiths. What does this experience mean in relation to 
the biblical vision of the unity of all mankind in Jesus Christ? 


These are revolutionary times. All segments of humanity - ethnic groups, 
tribes, social classes, etc. - clamour for their rights. Can the church 
speak of a distinctively and exclusively Christian vision in such a context? 
Or must the church, speaking out of a genuine, unconditional, concern for the 
people, project a vision that can be shared by all? 


aye Ecumenical Structures for Realizing Freedom and Unity 
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To respond to what God is doing in our time means to break away from our 
captivities. Old structures and old ways of doing things may have to be 
abandoned as new ones, that are freer, more united, more faithful and more 
effective, struggle to be born. These not only should serve to actualise and 
to express the freedom and unity of the church but they should also reflect 
the church's concern for the freedom and unity of humankind. 


In the light of this, how do we evaluate the present local ecumenical 
structures that we have, like the national Christian or church councils? 
What have we gained through the visible expressions of church unity like 
United or Uniting churches, and conciliar forms of inter-church co-operation 
in worship and witness? Are the present regional ecumenical structures, like 
the CCA, adequate for expressing the freedom and unity of the church? What 
are the new or emerging ecumenical emphases that need to find a place in our 
ecumenical structures or expressions? 
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The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee is 28 July-8 August in Buenos 
Aires. The EPS coverage schedule is outlined below. To arrange special or 
supplemental coverage, or for other deadlines to be met, be in touch with the 


EPS editor before uly. 


The 120-member WCC Commission on Faith and Order meets in Stavanger (Norway), 
13-25 August. It last met in Lima in January 1982 (EPS 49/02). With members 
from WCC members and other denominations (including Roman Catholics), the 
commission is generally considered the most ecumenical theological forum in 
the world. Highlights of the Stavanger agenda include review of official 
responses and other reactions to the text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
(BEM) released following the Lima meeting, and discussion of steps to be taken 
“in response to the responses"; a report on the status of the F&0 study, 
"Towards a Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today"; and discussion of 
a third major commission project - a study of “the unity of church and the 
renewal of humankind". Also on the agenda are preparations for the Fifth 
World Conference on Faith and Order (the last was in Montreal in 1963), 
probably in 1988, and discussion of united and uniting churches. EPS 
scheduled for mailing 26 August is to include major coverage of the meeting. 
Journalists interested in attending should contact EPS to make arrangements 
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(except journalists from Nordic countries, who should contact G@ivind Ostang, 


of the Church of Norway Information Service in Oslo). A limited number of 
hotel rooms in Stavanger is being held for journalists until 5 August. 


Coverage planned: EPS plans coverage of the following, in issues to be mailed 
as follows: 
10 July: 15th World Congress, Baptist World Alliance 
NGO Forum marking end of UN Women's Decade 
(continued: CCA assembly - see EPS 85.07.09) 
17 July: (continued: NGO forum) 
22 July: (continued: NGO forum) 


Ol August: central committee, World Council of Churches 
Ninth World Council, World Alliance of YMCAs 
05 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
O7 August: 16th [World Quaker] Triennial Meeting 
(continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: YMCA council) 
12 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: Quaker meeting) 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, instead of the 
deadline of 23 July, there is a deadline of Friday, 19 July (0700 GMT). 


Photos. available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: A 
situation report (no. 43, 28 June) on Lebanon; a situation report (no. 2, 19 
June) on the 1985 refugee influx into the Sudan; a situation report (no. 21, 
20 June) on drought and displaced persons in Ethiopia; and an appeal for 
funds (19 June) in connection with the May cyclone in Bangladesh. 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH GROUP SAYS Ecumenical Press 
DISINVESTMENT 'NOW CALLED FOR' Service 85.07.01 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The annual conference of the South African Council of 
Churches said (28 June) “disinvestment and similar economic pressures are now 
called for as a peaceful and effective means of putting pressure on the South 
African government to bring about ... fundamental changes this country needs.” 


The SACC has long opposed the country's system of race separation with white 
supremacy (apartheid). Not all apartheid opponents support disinvestment as a 
strategy, and there is uncertainty about the legality in this country of 
Supporting it. The conference asked that the case for it be placed before the 
SACC executive committee and regional councils, and the councils of SACC 
member churches and organizations, with the request that they encourage 
congregations to study and debate them. 


The conference also resolved to “ask our partner churches in other countries 
to continue with their efforts to identify and promote effective economic 
pressures to influence the situation in South Africa, towards achieving 
justice and peace in this country and minimizing the violence of the 
conflict.” Also, it asked "member churches and individual Christians to 
withdraw from participation in the economic system that oppresses the poor”, 
and re-invest in “alternative economic systems ... in our region”. 


After heated debate, the conference defeated a proposal to ask for withdrawal 
of all foreign diplomatic representatives from the country. Instead, it asked 
them not to act in any way which could lend credibility to apartheid. 


The conference was suspended one afternoon to mourn about 10 people who were 
killed in anti-apartheid violence the day before. SACC General Secretary C.F. 
Beyers Naudé telexed South African President P.W. Botha demanding that South 
African soldiers and riot police be withdrawn from affected black townships, 
because “violence was perpetuated from the side of the authorities”. 


In reply (1 July), Botha described himself as "rather surprised at the way ... 
you and certain representatives of churches ... take it upon yourselves to 
instruct the government and other organizations on how to act in the interest 
of South Africa. You have no mandate to assume this arrogant attitude .... 
You should decide whether you are a church organization or a _ political 
activist group.” 


Botha said the army and police “protect law-abiding citizens", and that Naudé 
and others like him “enjoy the security they guarantee for you to express 
whatever irresponsible opinions you wish to express under the cloak of 
religion. You are playing into the hands of South Africa's enemies, and I 
wish to denounce this attitude, because you are not representative of the vast 
majority of law-abiding South Africans. I must warn you against irresponsible 
actions, because this country cannot afford to be subjected to such malicious 
propaganda on your part.” 


In reply, Naudé said the SACC telex “reflected feelings not of arrogance, but 
of intense anguish, and a deep concern of Christian leaders seeking to achieve 
peace with justice for the whole of South Africa, black and white. ... Our 
action ... was motivated by this deep Christian concern, and as such it is not 
an action of political activism, but a moral responsiblity which we are 
obliged by God to fulfil.” He said SACC church leaders were not playing into 
the hands of South Africa's enemies, and that “it is ... apartheid which 
contributes more than anyting else to such enmity towards South Africa." 
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ORTHODOX SYMPOSIUM SEES Ecumenical Press 
"NEW ECUMENICAL STAGE' Service 85.07.02 


BOSTON (EPS) - An international symposium of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
bishops and theologians [EPS 85.06.30] says the 1982 international, 
theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM; EPS 
49/02) is a “new stage in the history of the ecumenical movement”. 


In their report of their meeting here (11-18 June), participants, who 
represented virtually all the parts of the two traditions, call BEM a 
“remarkable ecumenical document of doctrinal convergence ... to be highly 
commended for its serious attempt to bring to light -and express today 'the 
faith of the church through the ages'.” 


They judge that “in many sections this faith of the church is clearly 
expressed", but that “there are other sections in which the Orthodox find 
formulations which they cannot accept, and where they would wish that the 
effort to adhere to the faith of the church be expressed more accurately.” 


They refer to “sections in which a terminology is used which is not that to 
which the Orthodox are accustomed", but say its meaning is "close to the 
traditional faith". Moreover, there is BEM "terminology which is familiar to 
the Orthodox, but which can be understood in a different way." Participants 
also give 15 examples of "issues which we believe need further clarification 
and elaboration” in the text, and refer in general to other “issues which are 
not addressed in the text". 


The report suggests “official action on the part of the Orthodox churches to 
facilitate ... use of ... BEM for study and discussion on different levels of 
the church's life.” It asks that BEM be translated and distributed in the 
languages of all Orthodox churches, and that it be “studied and discussed in 
clergy and laity groups, theological faculties and seminaries, clergy 
associations, as well as in interconfessional groups.” 


Participants urge Orthodox response to BEM in a "spirit of critical 
self-examination, particularly in the area of current practices in churches 
and parishes." BEM, they suggest, should be a “stimulus and encouragement for 
.. renewal”. They also urge Orthodox to “move beyond the theological 
scholasticism of recent centuries by reappropriating the creativity and 
dynamics of biblical and patristic theology. This will enable them to move 
towards braoder perspectives and to think more deeply about certain issues.” 


The symposium was hosted by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, a jurisdiction of the Istanbul-based [Eastern Orthdox] Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. It was organized by the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches in co-operation with the WCC Orthodox 
Task Force. The meeting was chaired by Chrysostomos of Myra, a metropolitan 
of the patriarchate and a WCC vice-moderator. 


In addition to WCC staff members, advisers, representatives of Orthodox 
theological schools, and other US participants, 19 WCC Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox members each sent one _ participant. Besides the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, Eastern Orthodox were from the Greek Orthodox Patriarchates of 
Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem; Russian, Serbian, Romanian, Bulgarian, 
Polish, and Finnish Orthodox Churches; Churches of Cyprus and Greece; and 
Orthodox Churches of Czechoslovakia and America. Oriental Orthodox were from 
the Armenian Apostolic Church (Etchmiadzin and Cilicia); Coptic [Egyptian] and 
Ethiopian Orthodox Churches; and Orthodox Syrian Church of the East. 
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ADVENTISTS RE-ELECT Ecumenical Press 
THEIR WORLD LEADER Service 85.07.03 


NEW ORLEANS (EPS) - Delegates to the 54th World Session of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, here (27 June-6 July), re-elected Neal Wilson, 65, as 
president of the Washington-based worldwide denomination of 4.5 million 
members. Also re-elected was G. Ralph Thompson, 56, SdA secretary. 


Delegates from 184 countries were reported present. According to SdA reports, 
they were expected to amplify current SdA disciplinary statements in areas of 
sexual conduct. Proposed additions to the denomination's rules say "sexual 
perversions, incest, and sexual abuse of children prevail to an alarming 
degree", list "adultery, homosexuality, and lesbianism" as "among the obvious 
perversions of God's original plan”, and list "adultery, fornications, 
promiscuity, incest, homosexual practice, and other perversions, and _ the 
remarriage of a divorced person, except of the innocent party in a divorce for 
aduitery” as violations of the biblical commandment against adultery. 


Also expected to be approved was new wording to strengthen restrictions on 
censured members with regard to participation in SdA leadership functions. 


In a report, the conference was told that whereas it took 92 years from its 
formation in 1863 for the denomination to include 500,000 members, it gained 
500,000 in a 21-month-period which ended this year. 


The first international exhibition of Adventist art opened at a hotel here in 
connection with the conference. Sixty-eight artists from two dozen countries 
exhibited more than 100 paintings and sculptures. 


World Adventist conferences are held every five years. 
EPS 


BRAZILIAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
ASK ‘AUTHENTIC DEMOCRACY' Service 85.07.04 


PORTO ALEGRE (Brazil) (EPS) - Following the meeting here (1/ June) of the 
country's council of churches (CONIC), the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Anglican, and Reformed representatives gave qualified support to 
the country's new civilian government, joined to a call for major political, 
economic, and social reforms. 


“Political democracy can only be authentic if it is built by everyone”, CONIC 
says. It adds that the church “must build awareness within communities of the 
need to aim at building a society where everyone has a place, and where each 
human being is respected.” 


The council leaders say economic democracy means “providing all the essential 
means for a dignified lifestyle and for active participation in production”, 
and they describe land reform as “urgent and necessary," but “only ... 
authentic if it establishes agrarian justice, taking into account the people's 
discontent.” 


They describe social democracy as producing “people responsible for education 
- not only education directed by the state, but also in accordance with 
families' wishes.” It says Christians' responsibility includes "influence on 
public life and participation in the struggle against violence and corruption.” 
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BULGARIAN CHURCH MARKS 1100TH Ecumenical Press 
ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT METHODIUS Service 85.07.05 


SOFIA (EPS) - In connection with its celebration of the 1100th anniversary of 
the death of Saint Methodius, the Bulgarian Orthodox Church hosted in late May 
an official visit from General Secretary Emilio Castro of the Geneva—-based 
World Council of Churches. 


Eastern Orthodoxy is the numerically dominant form of Christianity in 
Bulgaria, and the Bulgarian Orthodox Church is a WCC member. Besides 
Patriarch Maxim and other BOC leaders, Castro was also received by 
representatives of other Christian traditions - Methodist, Congregational, 
Baptist, Pentecostal, and Adventist. He also met government representatives, 
and the country's grand mufti (Islamic spiritual leader). 


Discussion topics during the various meetings reportedly included national and 
local ecumenism, religious liberty and other human rights, supplying Bibles 
and liturgy books, whether or not ethnic Turks in Bulgaria are being forced to 
adopt Bulgarian names, and the possibility of increasing the number of 
Protestant theology students admitted to the Orthodox theological academy. 


In connection with the visit, the Bulgarian Orthodox Church awarded Castro its 
Order of Saints Cyril and Methodius (First Class) in recognition of his work 
for world mission and evangelism, and his commitment to justice and peace. 


Brothers Cyril and Methodius are remembered as pioneer missionaries to the 
Slavic peoples, and their work is also particularly honored in Czechoslovakia 
LEP Sve 8540401945 They were born in Thessalonica (Greece). The Cyrilic 
alphabet they invented, based on Greek letters, is used in several langauges, 
including Russian and Bulgarian. 


Pope John Paul devoted his fourth encyclical (released 2 July) to the work of 
the pair. Without naming specific countries, he asked in it that authorities 
not consider religious belief an obstacle to the common good, and called for 
the civil and cultural union of East and West Europe based on a common 
Christian heritage. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER Ecumenical Press 
CYCLE TO BE REVISED Service 85.07.06 


GENEVA (EPS) - A revision of the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle ("For All God's 
People"), first published in 1978, is underway. In advance of an EPC 
consultation next October, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio 
Castro asked (21 June) church representatives around the world for their 
critique of the current edition and suggestions for the new one. 


In a letter, Castro said the WCC aim is to revise the cycle “in as close 
contact as possible with all of you who are concerned about a deeper spiritual 
basis for our ecumenical efforts." Two WCC sub-units - Faith and Order, and 
Renewal and Congregational Life - are jointly responsible for the revision. 


The current edition exists in about 20 languages. The church in the world is 
prayed for by country or groups of countries in the course of 48 weeks, with 
the other four devoted to “our community", “the invisible community of the 
suffering”, “people of other faiths and ideologies", and “the communion of 
saints in adoration of God". 
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WORLD YWCA COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
FOCUSES ON REFUGEES Service 85.07.07 


ANNECY (France) (EPS/Ellen Clark) - The plight of uprooted people, 
particularly female victims of violence in Southeast Asia, and Central 
Americans denied refugee status by the US, were a concern of the World YWCA 
(WYW) executive committee, which met here and in Geneva (22 June-2 July). 


Geneviéve Camus-Jacques, WYW secretary for refugees and migrants, told the 
committee about Vietnamese women and girls, survivors of harrowing and 
repeated pirates’ attacks whom she met on a recent visit to refugee camps in 


Thailand and Malaysia. “An anti-piracy programme started in 1981 and the 
number of attacks is reportedly decreasing”, she said, “but it is difficult to 
know to what extent.” She said the number of victims last year was 


“unacceptably high. ... The cruelty and violence have not decreased." 


The WYW has sent four experienced Vietnamese-speaking women to two camps in 
Thailand and two in Malaysia to provide counselling to female victims of 
violence. The counsellors provide valuable “first repair assistance” for 
women in distress who face disruption of marriages, unwanted pregnancies and 
further violence, Camus-Jacques reported. 


In another address, André Jacques, migration secretary at the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, said a growing number of the world's refugees and 
migrants, “people uprooted by fear or by hunger", confront “uncertain status 
and fragile situations” as economic crises lead to scapegoating of 
foreigners. Uprooted women are particularly isolated and “invisble”, he 
said, and they are among the most exploited of workers. 


"There is no end to the list of good and bad reasons we can make up for 
closing the doors of our countries, our communities and our hearts", Jacques 
said. "But first, let's eliminate the hypocrisy. The boat is not full. 
But we are challenged in our capacity for sharing.” The major burden of 
refugee hospitality is borne by poor Third World countries, he observed. 


Jacques called on his audience to “proclaim the universality of human rights” 
without respect to national boundaries, to pay special attention to the weak 
and minorities, and to recognize foreigners as a benefit and not a burden to 
society. He noted the "paradox" encountered by persons who, by advocating 
the rights of the uprooted, "find themselves in conflict with the laws of 
their society”. A good example, he said, is the US Sanctuary movement. 


Mary Ann Lundy, WYW executive committee member and also co-chair of the 
sanctuary committee of Riverside Church in New York City, told of her 
involvement with the movement, which includes about 230 churches’ and 
Synagogues in the US sheltering Salvadorans and Guatemalans. She has been 
called to testify in an upcoming trial of Sanctuary movement members. 


None of the persons indicted for harbouring or transporting “illegal aliens”, 
nor the “co-conspirators” (most of whom are refugees), consider themselves 
law-breakers, Lundy said. "The newspaper headline about me, 'Cleric's wife 
accused of refugee aid', says it all", she observed. 


The committee received reports of new YWCA refugee work beginning in Mexico 
among Central Americans, and new migrant services to Africans and Asians in 
Italy. The committee also sent a letter to the Botswana YWCA, which carries 
on refugee work among South African exiles, expressing sympathy for victims of 
a recent South African military action in Botswana. 


EPS 


MOST YWCA LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
CHRISTIANS, WOMEN Service 85.07.08 


ANNECY (France) (EPS/Ellen Clark) - Despite increasing openness of the 
movement, leadership of YWCAs around the world remains firmly in the hands of 
women committed to its Christian purpose. This is the finding of a major 
survey examined by the 20-member executive committee of the Geneva-based World 
YWCA (WYW) during its annual meeting here and in Geneva (22 June-2 July). 


The survey was undertaken after the 1983 YWCA World Council meeting in 
Singapore, at which there was lively debate about the meaning and future of 


the "Y", "W" and "C" of the Young Women's Christian Association. Council 
delegates endorsed a study to “examine the implications for a world women's 
Christian movement of membership and leadership open to all women". At, the 


same time, they asked national YWCAs to be as representative as possible of 
their communities' religious, social and racial groups. 


The survey, replied to by 4/7 of 76 national associations, revealed that 80 
percent of them open their membership to all women, regardless of faith, and 
almost 75 percent open their leadership to all women. Over 90 percent of all 
policy-makers are Christians. 


While some YWCAs have boys and/or men as _ programme participants and/or 
members, the survey found 92.7 percent of national YWCA decision makers are 
female, including the 4.3 percent who are under 21. Among leaders of various 
YWCA programmes, 20 percent are under 21, and of those, two-thirds are male. 


In other action, the committee gave initial support to a planning process, 
together with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of 
YMCAs and the World Council of Churches, for a proposed world Christian youth 
conference. The last such conference was in Oslo in 1947. The other three 
world bodies are expected to formally react to the proposal later this year. 


In other action, the committee urged all YWCAs “to. seek appropriate ways to 
stand against militarism, the arms race, policies that perpetuate political 
and economic domination, injustice and oppression, and to oppose the mounting 
violence in our societies"; approved “women working for peace” as the theme of 
YWCA world membership day in 1986; endorsed participation in a signature 
campaign for a total ban on the testing of nuclear weapons; reminded YWCAs of 
the 1983 Council resolution urging member associations to work for a just 
peace for the Lebanese, Palestinian and Israeli peoples; and approved plans 
for workshops, periodicals, and educational efforts to fulfil the world 
movement's five priorities (human rights, health, energy and environment, 
refugees and migrants, and peace education). 


In her report, WYW general secretary Ruth Sovik said youth and women pose 
challenges to the world movement. "Do their cries out of anguish, their 
regular experience of brokenness, their daily trauma tell us anything about 
the needs that the YWCA is there to meet?” she asked. 


WYW president Ann Northcote said her visits to national associations in Africa 
and the Caribbean during the past year showed her that “the YWCA grows where 
life is difficult, where problems abound, because we care about each other, we 
have a commitment to a common goal, and we have an imperative from our 
Christian faith to act responsibly.” 


The committee accepted an invitation from the YWCA of the US to hold next WYW 
World Council, in September 1987, in Phoenix, Arizona. . 


EPS 


ASIAN CHURCH ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
ELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP Service 85.07.09 


[This extended, multi-part, report on the Eighth Assembly of the Singapore- 
based Christian Conference of Asia was prepared by T. K. Thomas, a former CCA 
staff member who is now publications editor at the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. He attended the assembly, in Seoul, 26 June-2 July. ] 


Background: The assembly met at the Presbyterian College and Theological 
Seminary of Korea. The assembly theme was “Jesus Christ sets free to serve”. 


CCA assemblies are normally held every four years. Known as the East Asia 
Christian Conference (EACC) until the fifth assembly in 1973, the CCA was 
constituted by a representative body of Asian church leaders who met at 
Prapat, Indonesia, in 1957, and formally inaugurated at the assembly in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, in 1959. 


In the words of one of its chief architects, the late D. T. Niles of Sri 
Lanka, behind the formation of the regional conference lay “the impulse 
created by the churches coming together in each country, the impulse resulting 
from the churches of the region finding one another, and the impulse born of 
the awareness that the churches of Asia belonged with the churches of all the 
world in the discharge of the Church's mission”. 


Its constitution describes the CCA as "an organ of continuing co-operation 
among the churches and national Christian bodies in Asia within the framework 
of the wider ecumenical movement”. The constitution spells out CCA's 
functions: 


(a) the development of effective Christian response to the challenges of the 
changing societies of Asia; 


(b) the exploration of opportunities and the promotion of joint action for 
the fulfilment of the mission of God in Asia and throughout the world; 


(c) the encouragement of Asian contribution to Christian thought, worship and 
action throughout the world; 


(d) the development of mutual awareness, fellowship and sharing among the 
churches in the region, and of relationships with other regional conferences 
and the World Council of Churches; 


(e) the promotion of common study and action in such fields as evangelisn, 
service, social and human development and international relations; 


(f) the stimulation of initiatives and experiments in dynamic Christian 
living and action. 


With a membership of over 90 churches and 15 national councils of churches, 
CCA's area of operation “extends from Korea in the north to Pakistan in the 
west to New Zealand in the east. 


CCA assemblies have been major ecumenical events in Asia. The eighth 
assembly was the first to be held in the northern part of the region. The 
NCC of Korea and the Korean churches had worked hard for many months preparing 
for the assembly, and they had also made a substantial financial contribution 


to the assembly budget. 


(more) 


CCA assembly/2 


The seminary where the assembly met is an institution of the Presbyterian 
Church of Korea. Founded in 1901 in Pyongyang in what is now North Korea, it 
moved to the south after World War II. It is said to be “the largest 
Presbyterian seminary in the world, with a student enrolment of more than 
2,000" % 


Participating in the eighth assembly were 156 delegates, about 150 fraternal 
representatives, consultants and others from the Asian region, and a large 
number of visitors from the host country. 


Pre-assembly meetings: Among the pre-assembly events was the Urban Rural 
Mission People's Forum which brought together 25 people from the region. The 
Forum involved exposure visits to a mission centre in a poor industrial area, 
to URM programmes in rural areas, a visit to the Je-Il church which conducts 
Sunday worship services outside a police station, and celebration with the 
minjung of Seoul. 


Women from 16 Asian countries participated in the Women's Forum. A statement 
coming out of the Forum said: "Asian women have seen and are experiencing not 
only a worsening of age-old gender and class oppression and exploitation but 
also the rise of new forms, notably militarization and state violence against 
women in the countryside, tourist programmes that prostitute our women in the 
cities, and overseas employment programmes that push even educated women into 
demeaning service abroad." All these, the statement said, are legitimized by 
governments “backed up by foreign powers and the military”. The church too 
has a major part in the oppression of women. The forum recommended several 
programmes of study and action for the CCA. 


At a two-day meeting a group of Asian Christian journalists discussed their 
role in the mission of the Asian churches, and considered the challenges 
facing them. The group decided to seek the support of the CCA in the 
formation of an association of Christian journalists in Asia to facilitate the 
sharing of information about their situation and experience in various parts 
of Asia. 


Opening worship: The assembly began with a worship service led by the four 
presidents of the CCA, Mr Victor Oorjitham (Malaysia), Ms Jan Cormack (New 
Zealand), Rev. Canon Alan Chan Chor Chai (Hong Kong) and Rev. David Moses 
(India), and general secretary Dr Yap Kim Hao. 


Before the service, assembly participants were welcomed by Dr Kim So~-Young, 
general secretary of the NCC, Korea. The Korean church, he said, is among 
the youngest in Asia, but it has grown rapidly, both in number and influence. 
He hoped that the meeting of the assembly in Seoul would further the 
solidarity among Asian churches, and contribute to the closer participation of 
the Korean churches in the ecumenical fellowship. 


The preacher at the service was Canon Hone Kaa, a Maori Anglican from New 
Zealand, a country which used to be known as Aotearoa, as he pointedly 


reminded assembly participants. The sermon was based on two scripture 
passages - Ezekiel 34:1-16 and John 30:1-16 - both of which abound in the 
imagery of sheep and shepherds. He contrasted the “shepherds” who enslaved 


people, in New Zealand and many other countries in the region, with "the good 
shepherd" who is also “the gate of the sheep". The sermon was followed by an 
interpretative dance illustrating the theme of enslavement and liberation. — 


(more) 


CCA assembly/3 


Reports: The CCA presidium functions collegially. The report of the four 
presidents was presented by Canon Alan Chan of Hong Kong. After briefly 
surveying the Asian scene, the report dealt with the church's struggle for 
survival. In most Asian countries, the churches are small minorities, in 
many cases identified with the erstwhile imperial powers. Because the 
churches have not been able to root themselves in Asian cultures, they are 
often viewed with suspicion. 


Whenever and wherever the churches identify themselves with the struggles of 
people for political participation and economic justice, their survival is 
threatened. Religious and ideological intolerance and the steady 
secularization of societies also present serious problems to the churches. 
Christian communities in Asia are under the constant pressure either to 
conform to dominant ideologies or to escape into private piety. 


The Asian churches are struggling to achieve a measure of identity, the report 
said. Can national identity and Christian identity go together? How may 
Christian people be awakened to a sense of their cultural rootage? How 
should mission be understood in their diverse contexts? These are among the 
questions Christian people in Asia are asking themselves. 


In all these areas there are signs of hope - in terms of increasing Christian 
participation in the struggles of people, a new appreciation of the cultures 
of people, and a more integrated understanding of evangelism. The assembly 
theme, through its emphasis on freedom and service, urges Christians all over 
Asia to radically rethink their role in society and to affirm that in Jesus 
Christ they are "set free and in him too (they) accept the bondage to serve”. 
The report closed with comments on the present programme structure of the CCA 
and the current imbalance in the representation by member churches at 
assemblies. United and uniting churches, it was observed, “are particularly 
disadvantaged under the present system”. 


The general secretary's report addressed itself to an assessment of the 
ecumenical scene in the Asian region. “An important consideration for 
convening the assembly in Seoul", he said, "is to express our solidarity with 
the Korean churches and the Korean minjung in their struggles for the 
democratization of their society and the reunification of their divided 
country.” The delegates had come eager to learn from the “rapid church 
growth" phenomenon in Korea. Christianity had not come to Korea in the wake 
of colonialism, as it did in many Asian countries.In fact it hadcometo oppose 
Japanese imperial power around the turn of the century. “Historically the 
Christian movement in Korea was identified with the nationalist movement from 
the very beginning”, and this explains why “its influence in society far 
outweighs its numbers”. 


The report described some of “the current captivities"” under which Asian 
people suffer - such as poverty, authoritarian and military governments, 
violent internal conflicts as in India and Sri Lanka, the marginalization of 
minority communities like the Dalits in India and the Koreans in Japan, and 
the social problems brought about by modernization. The “servanthood of the 


church" needs to be lived out amidst these realities. Neither an 
otherworldly stance nor a privatized faith can address the problems facing 
Asia. The church also must be set free “to be in continuous dialogue with 


living Asian traditions, cultures and values”. 


(more) 
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But is the CCA no longer committed to the unity of churches? How does the 
CCA relate to the Roman Catholic Church? How will it promote dialogue with 
other faiths and ideologies? These were some of the questions raised by 
participants when the reports were being discussed. 


A partial answer to the question of CCA-Roman Catholic relations was provided 
when Cardinal Stephen Kim of Korea greeted the delegates. He looked forward 
to the day when the Roman Catholic church and the CCA could be part of the 
same ecumenical fellowship. The church, he said, is called to mediate to the 
people of Asia the vision of the fullness of God in Jesus Christ. There was 
a time when Christians witnessed to that vision through their activities in 
the fields of education and health care. Today they are challenged to follow 
the example of Jesus Christ who washed the feet of his disciples. He hoped 
the assembly and the CCA would be a sign of hope for the future. 


Niles Memorial Lectures: D. T. Niles died in 1971. The CCA assembly which 
met two years later instituted the Niles Memorial Lectures to commemorate his 
many services to world Christianity in general and to Asian ecumenism in 
particular. These lectures have been a feature of CCA assemblies since 
then. Within the framework of the assembly theme, they are meant to provide 
theological interpretations of Asian realities as these are perceived from 
time to time. 


The first Niles lecture at the eighth assembly was given by Metropolitan 
Paulos Gregorios of the Syrian Orthodox Church in India. It covered a wide 
range of concerns, all of them crucial for the understanding of the Asian 
situation and the church's role in the region. The Metropolitan stressed the 
need to liberate the Asian mind “from its captivity to the. European 
Enlightenment”, and he explained why science and technology had to be freed 
from the captivity of the military-industrial-banking complex. He dealt with 
the understanding of the Christian faith - and the role of Christian people in 
the context of Asian religions, of the poverty’ and injustice in Asian 
countries, and of Asian political economics. In the concluding part of his 
lecture the Metropolitan suggested the outlines of a theology of freedom in 
community. 


The second lecture, by Dr Eka Dharmaputera of Indonesia, was in the form of a 


testimony. It was based, firmly and deliberately, on the Indonesian 
experience. In order to serve people, the lecturer said, we should first be 
set free from our own ignorance of people. “We speak of people's liberation 
and people's rights. But are they really theirs?” he asked. We need to be 
set free from our religious bondage as well. In Asia, the speaker said, “the 
time has come to think of oneself as human persons first, as Muslim/Buddhist/ 
Hindu/Christian later”. The Indonesian Christians are participants in the 


life of their nation, not spectators, and they seek to be positive, critical, 
creative, and realistic in their life and witness. 


In the third lecture Ms Lidy Naepil, a young person from the Philippines 
deeply involved in the struggles of people, shared with assembly participants 
a number of stories of persons who were victims of “the evil structures and 
demonic forces that operate” in her country. She also told stories of people 
who witnessed to the liberating power of Christ in such situations. She 
described the assembly theme as an “affirmation of the Word alive and at work 
in the present, for Asia is not only a land of suffering, it is also a land of 
struggles”. 


(more) 
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The last lecture was by Professor David Kwang-sun Suh, of Ewha Women's 
University, Seoul. The speaker began with a reference to the assembly 
logo. The work of a Korean artist, it has the cross superimposed on the mask 
of a character in a popular folk dance which celebrates the theme of the 
liberation of religion - and of people. It is excellent entertainment, but 
it also serves an iconoclastic function. In it “the minjung are tearing down 
the Buddhist religion that has been lording it over their minds and spirit. 
Much of Christianity as a religion deserves the same treatment. Although we 
have done away with rote memorization of the Confucian letters and Buddhist 
sutras, now we cling to the letter and proof texts of the Bible.” The mask 
with the cross on it is a symbol, concluded the speaker, which points to the 
suffering servant in Isaiah and the role to which, as followers of Christ, 
Asian Christians are called. 


New general secretary: The Rev. Park Sang Jung, 55, a member of the Korea 
Evangelical (Holiness) Church, was elected CCA general secretary. He is 


currently one of the two CCA associate general secretaries, having joined the 
CCA staff in 1981. 


Mr Park had his theological education at the Ashbury Theological Seminary and 
the Princeton Theological Seminary, USA. For a period he served on the staff 


of the NCC Korea. He was an executive secretary of the World Council of 
Churches for about ten years, first in the Youth Department and then with the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. From 1978 to 1981 he was an 


ecumenical associate with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), USA. 


Mr Park is married, with three sons. The NCCs of Japan, Korea, and Sri 
Lanka, and the Australian Council of Churches had nominated Mr Park for the 
post. Bishop John Victor Samuel of the [United] Church of Pakistan was also 
a candidate. The committee submitted both names to the delegates. Voting 
was by secret ballot; of the 152 cast, Mr Park had 91. 


Mr Park is the fourth CCA general secretary. Dr D.T. Niles was the first. 
He was succeeded by U Kyaw Than (Burma). Dr Yap Kim Hao (Malaysia) was 
elected to the post at the assembly which met in Singapore in 1973. 


EPS 


FEMALE DEACONS APPROVED Ecumenical Press 
BY ENGLISH ANGLICAN SYNOD Service 85.07.10 


LONDON (EPS) - The general synod of the [Anglican] Church of England (CE) gave 
overwhelming approval (2 July) to the ordination of women as deacons. The 
vote in favour was 36-0 among the bishops, 147-49 among the clergy, and 137-34 
among the laity. 


Some opponents fear this approval, which must be ratified by the UK Parliament 
before it takes effect, is a step towards female CE priests, of which there 
are an estimated 600 in other parts of Anglicanism. 


The Church of England has had deaconesses since 1862, and currently has about 
350 of them. Though they become deaconesses with rites like those by which 
English Anglican men become deacons, they have until now been considered laity. 


Deacons are allowed to officiate at marriages and baptisms, though not to 
preside at celebrations of the eucharist. 


EPS 


ASIA MEETING LOOKS AT INTER-FAITH Ecumenical Press 
DIALOGUE AND THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION Service 85.07.11 


KUALA LUMPUR (EPS/T.K. Thomas) - Organized by the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches, a consultation was held here (19-25 June) to explore implications 
of inter-faith dialogue for theological education. The first of its kind, it 
pointed to a new phase both in inter-faith dialogue and theological education. 


Meant primarily for the Asian region, it brought together about 20 theological 
teachers from 10 Asian countries, plus consultants from Europe and North 
America, and some students and teachers from Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, the 
six-year-old, united theological school in Malaysia. Participants came from 
18 theological seminaries. 


The meeting was not an exercise in inter-faith dialogue. Nor was it an attempt 
to discuss the theological implications of dialogue itself. Its focus was more 
specific; it sought to draw out the implications of dialogue for the teaching 
of theology in general and in the area of ministerial formation in particular. 


That the two are closely inter-related, in Asia especially, is part of the 
problem facing theological education in the region. Church expectations of 
theological schools are too often only in terms of the training of ministers, 
and the ministers are expected to serve the members of the church and seldom 
encouraged to take seriously their pluralist situation. 


Among other constraints on theological education in the region are the 
denominationalism and conservatism of many churches and their preoccupation 
with their own identity in minority situations. But the contexts vary from 
country to country. In some lands, Christians feel isolated and oppressed. 
Others live where inter-religious conflicts have flared up with disastrous 
consequences. Some have little actual possibility of inter-faith dialogue; 
others have well-established patterns of inter-faith activity, symbolized by 
the presence throughout the consultation of a Hindu professor who teaches in a 
South Indian seminary. 


Still, all those present recognized that however individual situations differ, 
religious pluralism is a basic reality of the Asian scene to which theological 
education must respond. This religious pluralism, moreover, is a central 
aspect of the demand for economic and social development in Asian countries 
and the search for justice and liberation. It is here, where Buddhists, 
Hindus, Muslims and Confucianists may vastly outnumber Christians, that the 
church lives and works and prays for the Kingdom to come. 


Lectures and responses were given on several themes: teaching theology in a 
multi-faith context, towards a new approach to teaching religion in 
seminaries, implications of dialogue for teaching mission and evangelism, and 
ministerial formation in a multi-faith parish. It asked regional theological 
associations and member schools to continue discussing these issues. | 


In addition, the consultation urged that text books used in seminaries be 
carefully examined in the light of inter-religious dialogue. It recommended 
the adoption of new methods, such as team teaching, in order to ensure 
integration of approach between teachers of different theological disciplines. 
It urged studies of the “image of the Christian faith" in other faith 
communities and the investigation of how Christian doctrines are understood by 
people of other faiths. It also recommended sharing "successful attempts in 


creative inter-religious dialogue in the context of theological education.” 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York" EPS 85.07.12 
[Early is EPS correspondent in New York. ] 


A US visit by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, included several days in New York. Among his activities was 
speaking at a service (12 June) in the Interchurch Center to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the building. With a cornerstone laid by US President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in the days when conciliar ecumenism enjoyed more Establishment 
favour than it does under Ronald Reagan, the center houses the National 
Council of Churches, Church Women United, the Council of Churches of the City 
of New York, and numerous denominational and special-purpose agencies. 


At the service, Ruth Stafford Peale, who chairs the building trustees and is 
married to the noted preacher, Norman Vincent Peale, described the original 
"dream" of creating a symbol of inter-church cooperation, and how it came to 
fulfilment with the help of the late John D. Rockefeller, Jr, and other 
benefactors. Castro said that even more important than the building itself 
was the common loyalty to Christ that brought church groups based there to 
stand in solidarity with each other and with Christians in areas such as his 
own country, Uruguay. 


Another recent visitor was Damascus-based Antiochian Orthodox Patriarch 
Ignatius IV, a WCC president. On his first Sunday in the US (19 May), he 
presided at a liturgy at the New York Antiochian cathedral. He urged the 
packed congregation to make Orthodoxy a living reality, not mere conformity to 
traditional rules. His schedule included time in various regions of the 
patriarchate's North American archdiocese, then attendance at its annual 
convention, in Boston (21-28 July). 


Becoming visitors as well as recipients of visitations, throngs of New Yorkers 
went to Rome for the consistory (25 May) where the city's Roman Catholic 
archbishop, John J. O'Connor, was among the new cardinals. New York Mayor Ed 
Koch, who is Jewish, was among the most celebratory. Currently waging a 
re-election campaign most observers expect him to win, he said giving New York 
a cardinal was fitting recognition of the city's importance, and reportedly 
kept up his campaigning at the Vatican as if on the streets of New York. 


Mario Cuomo, governor of New York State and a Roman Catholic, was a 
commencement speaker at Fordham University, a Jesuit-related institution in 
New York, the day of the consistory. But Cuomo, who runs for re-election 
next year, sent his wife to represent him in Rome and, along with Koch and 
others, gave O'Connor fulsome praise at a welcome home event (31 May) at St 
Patrick's Cathedral. While covering the cardinal with laud and honour, 
however, Koch and Cuomo have continued to disregard his views on how they 
should deal with homosexuality and abortion as public issues. 


One of the strongest statements from a mainline church source on the moral 
acceptability of homosexual behaviour was approved (2 June) by the large 
inter-denominational Riverside Church, which is adjacent to the Interchurch 
Center, attracts many people who work there. A furore arose when one 
minister on the Riverside staff, Channing Phillips, condemned homosexuality in 
a sermon (5 May). But William Sloane Coffin, the senior minister, preached 
in support of homosexuals the following Sunday, Mother's Day, and after some 
modification of the proposed statement to reaffirm the traditional family as 
well, it passed by a large margin. It pledges the church to “develop 
education programmes in church and community to further understanding and 
respect" for homosexuals. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Helmut Reuschle: "Church Aid to Kampuchea" EPS.85)073 


[This item appeared in longer form in the May issue of “One World", monthly of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Reuschle is WCC secretary for 
material aid. ] 


Estimates are that some two million Kampucheans perished between 1975 and 
1978. Of the 20,000 teachers of the early 1970s, fewer than 5,000 survived 
the genocide of the educated classes. Even today, one meets people who break 
into tears when they tell of the scenes they witnessed as loved ones were 
tortured and killed, or simply died of disease or exhaustion. 


What followed was an international relief operation whose scale is matched 
only by the response to the Biafra emergency in the 1960s. Famine and 
epidemics threatened large portions of the already decimated and exhausted 
population. For the World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), it became the biggest emergency 
operation in its history. Between 1979 and 1981 some 18 million US dollars - 
all contributed by churches and their funding agencies - was spent on food and 
seeds, medicine and hospital equipment, vehicles and other supplies in a 
coordinated effort with other organizations and in close collaboration with 
the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA). 


The WCC/CCA programme was suspended in May 1982 when its representative in 
Kampuchea was expelled, although projects approved earlier continued to be 
implemented. Following a December 1983 visit with Kampuchean government 
officials, CICARWS decided last February to reactivate its aid programme; and 
I visited the country again in March of this year. 


Despite the tranquillity on the surface, life in Kampuchea today is 
difficult; and it will take many years for the people to recover from the 
physical and psychological damage inflicted on them in the 1970s. The massive 
aid of the late 1970s has shrunk to a trickle. Unlike most developing 
countries, Kampuchea gets very little aid from the United Nations and none at 
all from big donors like the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank or Western 
governments. Voluntary agencies thus play a significant role as they step 
into this gap. Among Christian organizations working there are Church World 
Service, Mennonite Central Committee, American Friends Service Committee, 
Lutheran World Service, World Vision and the Roman Catholic agency CIDSE. 


The international community in Kampuchea works together in an exceptional 
spirit. There is no duplication of activities but cooperation at many 
levels. Weekly meetings are held to brief each other on events, problems and 
visitors, and there are worship services each Sunday. 


A new WCC representative in Phnom Penh will oversee the international, 
ecumenically supported projects and coordinate with appropriate government 
ministries. Priority is being given to agricultural development and health 
care. Two medical advisers visited Kampuchea last year to elaborate a 
training programme in two provinces for nurses, midwives and laboratory 
technicians. Another project deals with the support of pharmaceutical 
production units. There is a great need of raw material and spare parts for 
equipment to produce badly needed basic drugs, syrups and fluids. Finally, 
the WCC is completing the last phase of rehabilitating a medical cotton goods 
factory, which produces bandages, gauze, sanitary napkins and other medical 
cotton articles as well as mosquito nets. The factory employs some 120 
people. Total WCC involvement for 1985-86 is planned to be around 2 million 
US dollars. 
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ECUVIEW: "Economics and the Ecumenical Family” EPS 85.07.14 


[This is the prologue to "The International Financial System: An Ecumenical 
Critique’, fourth in the series "An Ecumenical Approach to Economics", from 
the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Just published, the booklet is the 
report of the meeting last 1-4 November in Geneva of the CCPD economic matters 
advisory group. } 


Our concern as Christians with the causes and consequences of economic crises 
is grounded in the conviction that God created, and continues to create, order 
out of chaos, wholeness and salvation out of partiality and alienation. The 
Kingdom is both present and future, realized and yet incomplete. That 
reality is most visible in, and most completely achieved through, Jesus 
Christ, and manifest today among the faithful through the Holy Spirit. 


Salvation is integrally linked with history and material reality, but not 
encompassed by it. Yet we are permitted no utopianism about what is probable 
or possible in history; the Cross reminds us that goodness and faithfulness 
are crucified in the world, even though that is not God's final word. In 
this world Christians know themselves to be called to live as signs of the 
Kingdom, intimations of God's purposes, promises, possibilities for life in 
the whole earth. 


Since its first assembly in 1948, the ecumenical family of churches (in the 
World Council of Churches] has been struggling with the meaning and 
implications of this basic theological vision for the way political, economic 
and social life should be organized. It knows that every particular social 
arrangement is imperfect and stands under radical judgement. It knows how 
every social order tends to sacralize itself. It knows that to treat any 
system as sacrosanct is an act of hopelessness, and therefore faithlessness 
and idolatry. It knows, too, that personal and social transformation is made 
possible by God's power, providence and grace, expressed through human life. 


It is in this context that the ecumenical family seeks to understand and to 
act to overcome the human costs of the current world crisis. The post 1979 
global economic crisis has precedents in all ages, but is unprecedented in its 
current scale, complexity and possible destructive consequences. At the 
heart of our global crisis is a tendency to treat present ways of thinking and 
organizing social life as normative, as “the best that we can hope for”. In 
short, from an ecumenical perspective failure of nerve, timidity of heart, 
tepid faithfulness, idolatarization of the partial and temporary are both the 
main barriers to achieving what is possible temporally and to enunciating a 
critique radically faithful to the gospel message. 


The ecumenical family has been asking about the biblical, theological, ethical 
adequacy of the economic systems which currently dominate the world. It 
finds pretentious claims and assumptions which need to be de-mythologized. 
What values should any economic system manifest, express, help to achieve? 
During the past 20 years the ecumenical vision has become increasingly clear 
that all economic systems need to be tested in terms of whether and to what 
extent they put people at the centre of the development process and do so as 
subjects, not merely as objects, of that process. While the ecumenical 
critique of economics remains fluid, among the values and criteria 
increasingly accepted for testing existing economic systems, processes and 
institutions are: 


(over) 
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dy Meeting Basic Human Needs: Does the system realistically promise to meet 
the fundamental psycho-physical needs of human beings? This assumes that all 
human beings have inherent human rights to their elemental needs. It also 


assumes the importance of economic growth. 


are Justice and Participation: Are these needs met equitably? Is there 
reasonable equality of access to the resources of society? Increasingly an 
integral part of justice is not only distributional equity, but the right of 
individuals to participate in the shaping of those societal decisions by which 
they are most affected. ... 


“iP Sustainability: Is the economic system ecologically and _ socially 
sustainable over generations? This is a matter of justice for present and 
future generations. Increasingly new elements of the sustainability issue 
are being revealed. Current ecumenical language refers to the “integrity of 


creation" as a way of symbolizing the need for avoiding anthropocentrism. 
Further, simple as distinguished from consumerist life-styles, have values 
relating to sustainable levels of demands on non-renewable resources as well 
as to justice per se. 


4. Self-reliance: Does the economic system enable people to achieve a sense 
of their own worth, freedom and capacity, rather than being completely 
vulnerable to the decisions of others? Self-reliance is seen as linked to 


dignity, and is the basis for authentic interdependence. 


Aye Universality: Does the economic system and economic policies focus on 
the above elements for the global human family, beyond national or regional 
political boundaries? 


6.4 Peace: Does the economic system promote the prospects for peace built 
upon the foundation of justice? This test of an economic system is perceived 
as increasingly important in the context of the enormous human resources 
expended on “security” against external and domestic challenges, often to the 
detriment of justice. The ecumenical family is embarking on a renewed effort 
to make those contradictions and connections visible. 


Acknowledging that the basic test of the justice of an economy is what happens 
to the most vulnerable groups in society, who are often a majority, the 
ecumenical family has increasingly argued that the poor are not only the test 
of the adequacy or inadequacy of an economic system, but are the primary 


agents of social transformation towards justice. This view is rooted in 
recovered appreciation for the role of the poor and oppressed in the biblical 
narratives. Pharaoh stands as a symbol of the recalcitrance and 


intransigence of established powers in the face of moral challenge; the role 
of the suffering servant, relying on God's’ strength, is the central 


transformative energy in history. 


The ecumenical family has no illusions that this is a complete and adequate 
vision. Still less has it any illusion that even this vision is fully 
attainable in history. Every new achievement is corrupted by the temptations 
of its own success. Judged by the values of ecumenical vision, values and 
criteria, the dominant economic systems of the world need radical change. In 
this paper we explore whether these values and vision are being fostered by 
current international financial system and institution practices, and if not, 
what alternatives might be preferable. 
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ECUTEXT: “Latin American Letter to US Church” EPS 85.07.15 


[This open letter was sent last month “to the churches and Christian 
organizations of the United States of America” by President Federico Pagura, 
First Vice-President Gabriel Vaccaro, and General Secretary Felipe Adolf of 
the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI, Av. Patria 640 y Amazonas, 
Oficina No. 1001, Quito, Ecuador). After reference to global issues, notably 
disarmament, the letter continues: ] 


.-. Coming back to Latin America, there are two concerns which increase the 
suffering and anxiety of our peoples: the foreign debt which is becoming more 


and more usurious and extortionate, and the Central American situation, to 
which we would like to call your attention once more. 


Every day the sometimes subtle, but generally abrasive policy of your present 
government, particularly towards our sister country Nicaragua, is becoming 
more obvious. It escapes no one's notice how in every which way it has tried 
to destabilize this small nation: from the mining of its ports, the sporadic 
bombardments, the pressure of uninterrupted military and naval manoeuvres, the 
maintenance of forces which permanently attack Nicaragua from Honduras and 
Costa Rica (in spite of the opposition of many of your churches and the most 
responsible sectors of Congress); to the economic blockade decreed by your 
president, with the repudiation of almost all humankind. 


There is very clear evidence now of a persistent and cunning psychological 
action of softening the moral conscience of the North American people, 
invoking the journey of the Nicaraguan president to eastern Europe and to 
other European countries seeking aid, as if any one of our own governments 
would not have done the same thing had it been subjected to the same prolonged 
pressure and aggression. 


Add to this the declarations of minister Schultz admitting the possibility of 
a direct intervention in Nicaragua; of ex-minister Kissinger, demanding a 
speedy definition of the Nicaraguan situation on the part of the US 
government; and, more recently, the revelations of top-ranking North American 
military officials who are openly debating the possibility of an invasion. 
We Latin Americans do not forget similar psychological manoeuvres in 
preparation for direct intervention, as in the case of the invasion of 
Grenada, which aroused an almost universal rejection. 


And now, in the face of the obvious failure of alternative, indirect plans to 
overthrow the democratic government elected by the majority of the Nicaraguan 
people (with the presence of irrefutable observers from all over the world), 
attempts are being intensified to involve Costa Rica in a plan which would 
break her traditional neutrality and would “justify” the intervention of North 
American forces. This risk could have been eliminated a while ago by just 
neutralizing the borders of Honduras and Costa Rica and disarming the soldiers 
trained and maintained openly or covertly by your government. 


In the face of a strategy as immoral as it is dangerous, the firm declarations 
which go out from President Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico in the North, to 
President Rafil Alfonsin [of Argentina] in the South, - rejecting every kind of 
military solution to the problem, and also its false placement in the 
East-West conflict, at the cost of ignoring its true socio-economic sources, 
and of supporting the Contadora efforts as the only way to an integral 
solution to the problems of this area - represent the thinking and the cry of 
the majority of our Latin American peoples. 


(over) 
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Our Latin American Council of Churches has also consistently expressed itself 
in this way each time it has felt impelled to make a pronouncement on this 
subject. We feel that it is hypocritical and immoral to continue attacking 
Nicaragua while dictatorships like those in Haiti, Guatemala, Paraguay or 
Chile (where it has long been proved that the violation of human rights occurs 
all the time) are tolerated and even supported as long as the economic 
interests of the United States are not affected. There are enough 
testimonies in our country and in the whole world to the fact that Nicaragua 
is not the terrible dictatorship that your president denounces, and that small 
Nicaragua does not represent a threat to your security. 


On the contrary, it is remarkable to see the courage of this people who, 
having endured interventions on the part of your government so many times in 
the past, still maintains its firmness and its nobleness, in spite of the fact 
that it is being drained daily by direct or indirect actions on the part of 
your government. We are convinced that in God's judgement the parable of the 
prophet Nathan about the rich land-holder who took the poor man's only lamb 
(II Samuel 12:1-10) will be applied to those who govern your nation. And 
there will be no way of evading that word and that judgement. But it will be 
more painful yet should the time come in which ... it becomes impossible to 
separate the [US] people from the government ... as we have tried to do.... 


The time is coming, and perhaps has already arrived, in which you, dear 
brothers and sisters, will have to decide who your Lord is and whom you will 
first serve: if the economic-military complex which intends to crush the 
long-suffering people of Nicaragua once again, or the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ who has come, not to rob or kill or destroy, but so “that 
[we] may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). We, as the Latin 
American Council of Churches, have already decided: we stand together with 
our churches in Nicaragua; we stand together with the immense, poor majority 
of the Nicaraguan people; we aim for the triumph.of truth, of justice, and of 
true peace. And we warn you, with pain, that any kind of invasion of this 
dearly loved country by your armed forces will mark a definite estrangement of 
our Latin American peoples from yours until rulers such as you have elected 
disappear. Forgetting the Nazism which they fought in the past, they are 
assimilating today the same philosophy and its same methods .... 


In the midst of this critical panorama, several encouraging signs have 
appeared to us, such as pronouncements of Catholic and Protestant bishops, as 
well as those of other organizations and of Christian leaders in your country, 
rejecting your government's policies in Central America. More than anything 
else, we have been impressed by the call made by leaders of the United Church 
of Christ to its pastors and congregations to “resist the murder of innocent 
people" in this region and the pact for non-violent resistance of thousands of 
[US] citizens, announced in the courageous publication “Sojourners”. 


That is the great evangelical sign which we expect from you, which will clothe 
all our words with authority and will allow us to continue considering 
ourselves a people in Christ, beyond all borders and distances. This is the 
costly but indispensable gesture which assures that the blood of the 
righteous, from Abraham Lincoln to Martin Luther King, has not been shed in 
vain, and that the true greatness of your people, which consists not in 
millions of dollars or in missiles, but in moral and spiritual values 
(Zachariah 4:6), will once again flourish in your country, which in the last 


decades has been changing dnagerously to become a symbol of the pagan cults of 
Mars (war) and Mammon (money). ... 
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SHOPTALK (52/24) 


The 37th meeting of the WCC central committee is 28 July-8 August in Buenos 


Aires. To arrange special coverage or deadlines, be in touch with the EPS 


editor before 15 July. 


The 120-member WCC Commission on Faith and Order meets in Stavanger (Norway), 
13-25 August. It last met in Lima in January 1982 (EPS 49/02). Highlights of 
the Stavanger agenda include review of official responses and other reactions 
to the text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) released following the 
Lima meeting, and discussion of steps to be taken “in response to the 
responses"; a report on the status of the F&O study, "Towards a Common 
Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today"; and discussion of a third major 
commission project - a study of “the unity of church and the renewal of 
humankind". Also on it are preparations for the Fifth World Conference ~~ on 
Faith and Order (the last was in Montreal in 1963), probably in 1988, and 
discussion of united and uniting churches. A limited number of hotel rooms in 


Stavanger is being held for journalists until 5 August. 


Coverage planned: EPS plans coverage of the following, in issues to be mailed 
as follows: 


O01 August: central committee, World Council of Churches 
Ninth World Council, World Alliance of YMCAs 
O05 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
07 August: 16th [World Quaker] Triennial Meeting 
(continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: YMCA council) 
12 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: Quaker meeting) 
26 August: WCC Commission on Faith and Order 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, instead of the 
deadline of 23 July, there is a deadline of Friday, 19 July (0700 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: 


Situation report (no. 6, 3 July) on the Sahel Solidarity Program 


Situation report (no. 4, 2 July) on Zimbabwe - Drought/Relief 


The June issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical Commission 


is a report on last January's meeting of the CMC commissioners in Veldhoven, 


Netherlands. A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CMC, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


To accommodate coverage of the death of W.A. Visser 't Hooft, some stories 
planned for this issue have been postponed until the next EPS. 


In EPS 85.07.09: Change Naepil to Nacpil (page 4, paragraph 6, line 1) and 
Ashbury to Asbury (page 5, paragraph 3, line 1). 


W. A. VISSER 'T HOOFT, Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL GIANT, DIES Service 85.07.16 


GENEVA (EPS) - One of the giants of the 20th-century ecumenical movement, and 
first general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Willem Adolf Visser 
"t Hooft died at his home here (4 July). He suffered for several years from 
emphysema. He was 84. 


He was discovered dead by his daughter, Anneke Musacchio. She went to her 
father's home after becoming concerned because he did not answer his phone. 
Active till the last, Visser 't Hooft gave an interview to a West German 
broadcast journalist three days before he died. 


Visser 't Hooft retired from his WCC post at the end of 1966. The current WCC 
general secretary, Emilio Castro, described his predecessor as a _ person 
“committed to the overcoming of the history of division, and also to the 
calling of the churches to renewal in active confrontration with the powers of 
the world. ... We are grateful to God for his life, his ministry, and his 
expectation that the same Holy Spirit that took hold of him will take hold of 
coming generations of ecumenical leaders to strengthen us on the same path in 
the service of the same vision”, he said upon hearing the news. 


Born 20 September 1900 in Haarlem, (Netherlands), Visser 't Hooft received his 
doctorate at the University of Leiden. His thesis, published later as a book, 
was “The Background of the Social Gospel in America”. In 1924, he married 
Jetty Boddaert. The same year, he became secretary for the World Committee of 
the YMCA, One year later, he was the youngest member to participate at the 
Stockholm Conference on Life and Work. In 1931, he became general secretary 
of the World's Student Christian Federation. 


In 1937, he chaired the sub-section on "The Church and War" at the World 
Conference on Life and Work in Oxford (England), and participated in the 
Second World Conference on Faith and Order, in Edinburgh (Scotland). Both of 
these conferences voted for the creation of the World Council of Churches to 
continue within a single organization the purposes of these two pioneering 
ecumenical movements. 


The next year, in Utrecht, Visser 't Hooft was made general secretary of the 
resulting Provisional Committee for the World Council of Churches (in Process 
of Formation). He remained in that capacity until the inauguration of the WCC 
at its First Assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. He then assumed his post as the 
first general secretary of the new ecumenical body. 


In the meantime, Visser 't Hooft chaired the Steering Committee of the World 
Conference of Christian Youth, at Amsterdam in 1939. With the outbreak of 
the war and the worsening of hostilities around Switzerland, he insisted on 
remaining in Geneva to assist refugees from Nazi Germany and to act as a 
liaison between churches in occupied territories and the outside world. 


During his tenure as WCC general secretary, Visser 't Hooft received numerous 
awards, including many honorary degrees. [See separate article, EPS 
85.07.18]. In 1968, he was elected honorary president of the WCC. 


In retirement, he remained active. For many years, he continued to visit WCC 
headquarters regularly to work, and for tea and conversation with staff 
members and visitors. His wife died in 1968. He is survived by three 
children (Hans, Kees, and Anneke), and nine grandchildren. 


EPS 


W. A. VISSER 'T HOOFT: Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL 'FISHERMAN' Service 85.07.17 


GENEVA (EPS) - For W. A. Visser 't Hooft, the World Council of Churches was 
not the final stage in the ecumenical movement. "The ultimate aim of the 
movement,” he once observed, “is not dialogue, but true unity. Our Lord did 
not pray ‘that they may all enter into conversation with one another'; he 


prayed that they all may be one." 


The WCC's first general secretary once described “the unity which we must seek 
and for which we must work" as a “very special kind of unity. It is not some 
general abstract togetherness. It depends on a real person who came at a 
specific time at a definite place and whose death was an historical event ... 
It is the outcome of the great initiative which God took in sending his Son to 
reconcile men to himself and to each other." 


Visser '‘'t Hooft, whose name means “head fisherman", devoted his life to 
serving and leading a host of “fishermen” in the ecumenical movement. 


In 1924, John R. Mott chose young Visser 't Hooft to become secretary of the 
World Committee of the YMCA in Geneva. That launched Visser 't Hooft into the 
international ecumenical world with Geneva as his home and base. In 1936, he 
was ordained a minister of the National Protestant Church of Geneva. He was 
also a minister of the Netherlands Reformed Church. His early Christian 
formation was from the Remonstrant Brotherhood. 


For Visser 't Hooft, church unity did not mean building something which had 


not existed before. "All ecumenism that is worthy of the name", he once 
said, “is a movement of concentration, a return to the sources, or still 
better a return to the centre. The ecumenical movement is Christocentric, 


otherwise it cannot exist at all." 


Yet, the acceptance of pluralism was important to Visser 't Hooft, "not in the 
sense of a general indifference, but in the sense of a culture which allows 
free expression for every serious conviction." Commenting on the formation of 
the WCC in 1948, Visser 't Hooft declared in brief the aims of the ecumenical 
movement: "The symbol of the WCC is a boat, not very different from the 
fishing boat Peter had on the Sea of Galilee. The boat has one mast and on 
the mast is the crossbeam which makes the cross. Never before in history 
have Christians of so many different backgrounds come together with the 
promise to stay together and to remain in the same boat." 


Through his experience in inter-war and wartime relief operations, the 
opportunities and limitations of ecumenical cooperation and understanding 
within a greatly secularized society became clear to him. He described 
“disciples of Christ who learned obedience through suffering” as “the natural 
allies of all men in this world who suffer in their minds or in their bodies 
---- It is because we want to live in the shadow of the cross that we try to 
identify ourselves with those who suffer because of the racist arrogance, of 
the militaristic cruelty, of the egoistic acquisitiveness, or of the 
ideological intolerance of their fellow men.” 


Visser 't Hooft was critical of impatient, underground, "private ecumenism”. 
He stressed the importance of ecumenism linked to enduring manifeststations of 
the church through the ages. “We are not looking for a vague, undefined 
unity”, he once said. "We are concerned with the unity of which Christ 
himself is the author, the unity which exists in him, and which he gives to 
his people.” 


EPS 


W.A. VISSER 'T HOOFT: Ecumenical Press 
TRIBUTES AROUND WORLD Service 85.07.18 


GENEVA (EPS) - Upon hearing of the death of W.A. Visser 't Hooft, first 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, the current WCC general 
secretary, Emilio Castro, described him as someone "committed to. the 
overcoming of the history of division, and also to the calling of the churches 
to renewal in active confrontation with the powers of the world." He said his 
work “against naziism during the Second World War, and his work then for the 
protection and rescue of Jews, remain for us a powerful inspiration for our 
present commitments to the cause of human rights and human liberation. 


‘His intellectual insights,” Castro, continued, “brought . clarity to .the 
differences among the churches, and opened a path towards overcoming them. 
His diplomatic ability brought into the ecumenical family churches of the most 
diverse traditions, living and working in very different social and political 
contexts. We thank God that his remarkable mental capacity was undiminished 
until the very last moment, and that we have had the constant benefit of his 
advice and theological wisdom." 


The day after his death, staff of the ecumenical centre gathered in its chapel 
for an informal, half-hour service of remembrance and thanksgiving. During 
it, Castro called Visser 't Hooft "a patriarchal presence, not disturbing 
anybody, but ready to respond, to react, to go into substance with anybody.” 
He called him “a member of our family, ... a quiet presence among us, whom we 
want to honor, from whom we want to learn.” 


Castro likened the communion of saints to a crowd in a football (soccer) 
stadium. “They are around us in the stadium giving the shouts. and 
encouragements, and interceding before the Trinity on our behalf." He said 
his predecessor “will have a better voice now" for his interceding. 


Among messages of tribute and remembrance received at WCC headquarters here 
were those from representatives of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Netherlands 
Missionary Council, Ecumenical Patriarchate, Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand, Orthodox Syrian Church of India, Australian Council of Churches. 


Also, Russian Orthodox Church, World Jewish Congress, Ikon (a _ Dutch 
broadcasting company), Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
Federation of Italian Evangelical Churches, [New Zealand] National Council of 
Churches, [US] National Council of Churches, Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian 
Church (USA), Orthodox Church in America, African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, Lutheran Church in America, Church of the Czech Brethren. 


Also, Lutheran World Federation, World Methodist Council, Church of the 
Brethren, Methodist Church of Italy, United Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
[Federal] Germany, Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] Catholicosate of Cilicia 
(Lebanon) and Etchmiadzin (Soviet Armenia), [Lutheran] Church of Norway, 
Christian Peace Conference, Polish Ecumenical Council, [Eastern Orthodox] 
Church of Greece, Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, [Reformed 
(Presbyterian) Church of Scotland, Salvation Army, United Methodist Church, 
All Africa Conference of Churches, HEKS (a Swiss church aid agency), and the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Among several from Roman Catholics, was one expressing the pope's "deep 
sorrow", thanking God for the “life and work of this great ecumenist”, and 
praying that "this faithful servant may enter the joy of his Lord”. 
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W.A. VISSER 'T HOOFT: Ecumenical Press 
MANY HONORS AND BOOKS Service 85.07.19 


GENEVA (EPS) - The late W. A. Visser 't Hooft was widely honored during the 
decades he was a leading figure in the World Council of Churches and the wider 
ecumenical movement. 


In 1939, he received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from the University 
of Aberdeen. After World War II, he was made honorary professor of the 
Theological Faculty of Budapest (1947). Then followed honorary degrees from 
Princeton University (US), and Trinity College, Toronto (both in 1950), and an 
honorary doctorate in theology from the University of Geneva (1951). Next 
came honorary degrees from Yale University and Oberlin College, both in the US 
(1954), Oxford University (1955), and Harvard University (1958). 


Visser 't Hooft was awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit from the 
West German government in 1957 and made Officer of the Legion of Honour of 
France in 1959, In 1963, he received the Cross of the Great Commander of the 
Holy Sepulchre from the ecumenical patriarch, the leader of world Eastern 
Orthodoxy. In 1966, he was awarded the Russian Orthodox Order of St Vladimir, 
and was made honorary professor of the theological academy in Moscow. 


The year of his retirement, 1966, was a time of much recognition of his long 
ecumenical work. Together with Augustin Cardinal Bea of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, he received the Peace Prize of the 
Booksellers and Publishers Association of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
In addition, he received the Family of Man Award (US), was made Honorary 
Commander of the Order of St John, and was honored with the medal of the 
Grotius Foundation for the Propagation of the Law of Nations. 


The next year, he was made an honorary citizen of Geneva, retaining, of 
course, his Dutch citizenship. The same year, he was awarded the Sonning 
Prize in Copenhagen, whose previous eight winners included Winston Churchill, 
Albert Schweitzer, and Karl Barth. Also in 1967, he received an honorary 
degree from the Roman Catholic University of Louvain (Belgium). 


Visser ‘t Hooft was made an Honorary Fellow of Hebrew University (1972), 
received the Cardinal Bea Prize from the Foundation “Humanum" (1975), and 
received the Louise Weiss Foundation Prize from the Institute for the Science 
of Peace in Strasbourg (1976). 


Visser ‘'t Hooft's books include: Anglo-Catholicism and Orthodoxy (1933); No 
Other Gods (1937); The Church and Its Function in Society (with J. H. Oldhan, 
1937); The Wretchedness and Greatness of the Church (1944); The Struggle of 
the Dutch Church (1946); The Kingship of Christ (1948); The Meaning of 
Ecumenical (1953); The Renewal of the Church (1956); Rembrandt and the 
Gospel (1957); The Pressure of our Common Calling (1959); No Other Name 
(1963); Peace Amongst Christians (1967); Has the Ecumenical Movement a 
Future? (1974); Genesis and Formation of the World Council of Churches 
(1982); and The Fatherhood of God in an Age of Emancipation (1982). The books 
have been translated into several languages. 


He authored numerous articles in many publications. His memoirs appeared in 
Dutch in 1971, in Swedish and German (1972), in English (1973), and in French 
CLIFS)* 
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VISSER 'T HOOFT REMEMBERED AS Ecumenical Press 
ONE WHO BROUGHT PEOPLE TOGETHER Service 85.07.20 


GENEVA (EPS) - Nearly a thousand colleagues, friends, government and church 
representatives from around the world gathered in the 12th-century cathedral 
here (9 July) to remember and pay tribute to the first general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches. W.A. Visser 't Hooft died (4 July) at 84. 


Three longtime friends and collaborators offered brief testimonies. One, 
Lukas) Vischer, former WCC faith-and-order director, now professor of 
ecumenical theology at the University of Berne (Switzerland), called Visser 't 
Hooft a “grand rassembleur" (one who brings people together and is a catalyst 
for action), who “again and again ... crossed frontiers and broke down walls" 
in a quest for unity and reconciliation in church and world. In his sermon, 
Philip Potter, who retired at the end of last year after 12 years as the third 
WCC general secretary, recalled Visser 't Hooft's abiding concern to “make the 
churches unitable at the foot of the cross", and his work towards a church 
“totally at the service of the Lord for the salvation of the world." 


Emilio Castro, fourth and current WCC general secretary, presided at the 
90-minute service. It included 12 other leaders reflecting a wide spectrum of 
Christianity - Oriental and Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Reformed, 
Methodist, Baptist, United - and both the local National Protestant Church of 
Geneva (ENPG), in which Visser 't Hooft was ordained in 1936, and the world 
church he served for so many decades. 


In his testimony, Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity (like Visser 't Hooft, a son of the 
Netherlands) said he was not Visser 't Hooft's “only nor his first Roman 
Catholic friend. But", he observed, their friendship “embodied more than 
simply our own personal relationship. It was part of his, of our, ecumenical 
faith and hope. His sensitive and perceptive mind", Willebrands said, “made 
him particularly aware of the importance of the participation of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the ecumenical movement, and the problems it created. 
Above all, even in difficult moments, he considered it with that profound love 
for and in Christ which lies at the root of ecumenism.” (The WCC groups 
members of virtually all Christian traditions except Roman Catholic.) 


Among flowers outside the cathedral were an arrangement from Dutch Queen 
Beatrix, and another from her mother and former Queen Juliana, a sign of 
Visser 't Hooft's continuing Dutch links. In the congregation were seven 
official representatives of Geneva, where he lived since 1924, and of which he 
was an honorary citizen. 


In her testimony, former WCC staff member Madeleine Barot recalled Viser 't 
Hooft's work with youth in the 1930s, “serious risks” he took during World War 
II to “maintain contacts, to help those who were resisting naziism", and his 
pioneer efforts, not always supported at the time, to see that women were 
“associated in all aspects of the life of their church.” 


The intercessions included brief quotations from Visser 't Hooft's writings. 
One might serve as an epitaph: "We dare to go ahead because the Lord ... calls 
us .... Our task is not to create or to invent, but to respond. For he is 
unceasingly at work, gathering his people for [his] purpose.” 


As is an ENPG custom, the public service was preceded, earlier in the morning, 
by a private, graveside service. It was attended by about two dozen close 
family and friends. Visser 't Hooft was buried in the public cemetery in his 
part of Geneva, beside his wife Jetty, who died in 1968. 
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BRITISH METHODISTS Ecumenical Press 
WARNED ON MASONS Service 85.07.21 


BIRMINGHAM (England) (EPS) - The annual British Methodist Conference (here, 28 
June - 5 July) approved a report advising against membership in Masonic 
organizations. The report by the faith-and-order committee, “Guidance to 
Methodists on Freemasonry", received much pre-conference media attention (EPS 
85.06.36). 


The report offers "guidance" that Methodists should not become Freemasons and 
that Methodists who think it right to remain Freemasons might consider whether 
they should declare their membership in order to remove suspicion and mistrust. 


An amendment requesting that the conference just receive the report rather 
than adopt it, to allow comments from circuits and synods before a decision at 
the 1987 conference, was heavily defeated. 


The conference approved the general principle of sabbatical leave for 
ministers on the basis of a recommendation from the ministries division that 
sabbaticals become the norm for all British Methodist ministers in active 
work. Target year for the scheme to begin is 1987; the division proposed 
sabbaticals of three months every seven years, after the first 10 years of 
service. 


A surprise decision was taken on creation of a new Greater London District for 
British Methodisn. It had been generally expected that the plan for such a 
new district - to replace the current arrangement by which London is part of 
four separate districts - would be rejected. The denomination's London 
committee, home mission board, and regional synods were not convinced of. the 
value of a Greater London District, but the conference rejected their advice 
and voted to set it up. 


The conference condemned the Strategic Defence Initiative ("star wars” 
programme) of the US administration, and any parallel initiatives by the 
Soviet Union, as another dangerous development in the arms race. 


The conference voted overwhelmingly to support doctors' right to give 
contraceptive pills to girls under the age of 16 without parental consent. 
Its resolution says doctors should try to persuade such girls to tell their 
parents but adds: "Where such persuasion is unsuccessful, we believe a 
decision on whether to prescribe contraceptives should be determined in the 
best interests of the young person concerned.” 


The resolution follows the recent Gillick ruling in Britain. It forbids 
doctors to prescribe the pill without parental permission for those under the 
legal age of consent, which is 16 in Britain. 


Leon Murray was confirmed as the first black British Methodist vice president, 
the highest British Methodist lay office. Christopher Hughes Smith, the 
minister who chairs the Birmingham District, was confirmed as the 1985 
conference president. 


The conference chose Nigel Gilson, chairman of the Wolverhampton and 
Shrewsbury District, as president-designate of next year's conference, and Ann 


Knighton of the Cardiff and Swansea District as vice president-designate. 
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ECUTEXT: “WCC Message to Mark End of UN Women's Decade” Brot saaeees 


[This message was sent to the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women, this month in Nairobi. ] 


Le This message comes to you with hearty greetings from the World Council of 
Churches, an organization representing more than 300 churches and 400 million 
Christians of the Orthodox, Protestant and Anglican traditions from all parts 
of the world. The majority of them are women. As Christians we believe 
that every human being is created in God's image and likeness and cannot be 
deprived of this divine dignity by sexism, racism and class; neither can the 
Christian gospel be used to sanctify or perpetuate existing inequalities and 
injustices against any human being. We affirm that Christ has broken down 
the barriers that divide people here on earth and has restored a basic 
equality between the sexes. 


ae We humbly admit that the churches have often failed to live up to this 
affirmation of faith and have legitimized and perpetuated women's inferior 
Status in church and society. By doing so, they have not given leadership 
and prophetic witness to the world and have not acted in solidarity with women 
in their struggle for equality. 


3 However, the WCC and its member churches have, since its inception in 
1948, given high priority to the status of women in church and society. By 
so doing, we have contributed to and learned from the process which the UN 
organizations have initiated in declaring 1975 International Women's Year and 
1976-85 the Decade for Women. This was done in the spirit of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


- At the Fifth Assembly of the WCC [in Nairobi in 1975] ... it was said: 
"The WCC must recognize the dimension of powerlessness that affects women in 
the political, economic, social and ecclesial areas of life ... In order to be 
truly free, all people must participate in working towards their own 
liberation. The liberation of women from structures of injustice must be 
taken seriously as seen in the light of the liberation of all oppressed people 
and all forms of discrimination ..." (Section V, Nairobi Report). 


The challenge of this decade to governments and churches was therefore "to 
abandon all practices, teaching, and legislation which keep women from fully 
sharing responsibility, power and decision-making in all spheres of life (not 
only in the family) and furthermore to make room for women's’ creative 
energies. Women's life experience, wisdom, energy, courage and determination 
contribute to resolving the problems of injustice in the human family and to 
halting the destruction of nature in a very new way. 


¥ The gains of the decade include an enormous growth of awareness both 
among women and men about the status of women. ... These gains are the result 
of numerous efforts and initiatives to change the existing patterns of 
domination and oppression, which we have learned arise from patriarchal 
thinking and acting. Sometimes even women perpetuate these patterns. 


6. The obstacles before us, however, have been growing. As a World Council 
of Churches we want to draw your attention to the fact that women and children 
are most seriously affected by the deterioration of the world economic and 
political situation. Some examples are: 


- In a time of economic recession, women are among the first to be thrown 
out of work; 


(over) 


women's message/2 


- Women in rural areas receive least attention in development plans and 
are not consulted about their basic needs; 


- The effects of famine are hardest on women, who bear the heaviest 
responsibility for the family; 


- As socio-economic situations deteriorate, frustration of jobless men 
leads to increased sexual abuse and violence against women; 


- Growing poverty, the spread of military bases and promotion of sex- 
tourism have greatly increased the plague of prostitution, involving 
ever younger women; 


- Among the victims of nuclear testing are women, such as in the Pacific, 
who bear the burden of increased miscarriages and deformed children; 


- Women industrial workers are often without protection and receive the 
lowest wages from local and multi-national industries, exploiting 
women's vulnerable positions, as is often the case with migrant women; 


- Apartheid and other forms of racism oppress women in a specific way 
and make them suffer often double and triple oppression as women, as 
racial minorities, as poor people. ... 


1p The challenges ... are clear: The WCC is committed to. the following 
tasks with which it also challenges governments and other organizations: 


- to re-define and re-distribute power so that women can responsibly 
determine their own destiny and contribute to the future well-being 
of the human family; 


- to expose the structures and thinking which oppress women and which 
are often legitimized by referring to tradition and culture, and to 
work towards a new understanding of human wholeness; 


- to discern the links between justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation and allow women to contribute to this challenge. All 
activities related to one of these issues should be related to the 
others and strengthen the cause of preserving life on earth; 


- to highlight the already-existing models and signs of renewed community 
of women and men and learn from the struggles of others; 


- to urge governments, organizations and churches to implement their 
promises given during the Decade for Women and to give renewed emphasis 
to women's issues in their own structures; 


- to strive for the elimination of ideological, philosophical and 
theological positions which perpetuate women's inferior status; 


- to make possible the active participation of women in resolving 


conflicts and divisions in our world in a peaceful spirit of dialogue, 
patience and endurance; 


- to support the UN in its continuing efforts to promote the rights 
and dignity of women in every sphere of life and in every land. 
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A. Visser ’t Hooft 1900 - 1985 


Willem Adolf Visser’ t Hooft. If there is a 
name which calls to mind the ecumenical 
movementitis this one. The death of Visser’ t 
Hooft in Geneva, his adoptive home since 
1924 brings to an end an era in the history of 
that movement. 


Born in Haarlem, Holland, in 1900, Visser’ t 
Hooft, whose name means fishermen’s chief, 
in 1924 made his debut as an international 
Christian leader with the YMCA. After serving 
from 1931 as general secretary of the World 
Student Christian Federation, he became 
general secretary of the provisional com- 
mittee of the WCC in 1938. Remaining in 
Geneva during the war, Visser’ t Hooft assisted 
refugees from Nazi Germany and acted as a 
liaison between churches inside and out- 
side the occupied countries. His confirmation 
as its general secretary by the now officially 
constituted WCC at its First Assembly in 
Amsterdam in 1948 recognized his vital 
contributions to the creation of the Council. 


Visser’ t Hooft saw the ultimate aim of the 
ecumenical movement as “not dialogue but 
true unity” and ecumenism as “...a return to 
the centre... ‘Christocentric’” — a process 
necessarily tied to permanent historical 
forces suchas the Protestant, Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox churches rather than a “quick 
undertaking”. 


Retiring as WCC general secretary in 1966, 
Visser’ t Hooft was elected its honorary 
president in 1968. He was awarded numerous 
distinctions including ten honorary degrees 
and an impressive array of medals, orders 
and prizes both religious and secular. 


Visser’ t Hooft’s wife Jetty died in 1968; the 
couple leave three children and nine grand- 
children. 


(2) 3285 


Le nom de Willem Adolf Visser’ t Hooft 
évoque, plus que tout autre, le mouvement 
cecuménique. Son décés survenu a Geneve 
— ou il était venu s’installer en 1924 — 
marque la fin d’une étape de I’histoire de ce 
mouvement. 


Né a Haarlem, Pays-Bas, en 1900, Willem 
Visser’ tHooft, dontle nom signifie «chef des 
pécheurs», est entré aux Unions chrétiennes 
de jeunes gens (UCJG) en 1924. C’estla qu'il 
a exercé pour la premiére fois des fonctions 
de responsable chrétien a |’échelon inter- 
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national. Nommé secrétaire général de la 
Fédération universelle des associations 
chrétiennes d’étudiants (FUACE) en 1931, il 
est devenu secrétaire général du comité 
provisoire du COE en 1938. Pendant la 
guerre, Willem Visser’ t Hooft, resté a Geneve, 
a aidé les réfugiés qui fuyaient l’Allemagne 
nazie et a fait la liaison entre les Eglises des 
territoires occupés et les autres. En le con- 
firmant dans ses fonctions de secrétaire 
général lors de sa Premiere Assemblée 
d’Amsterdam en 1948, le COE officiellement 
constitué a reconnu la contribution vitale 
qu’il avait apportée a la création du Conseil. 


(5) 2725-7 


Pour Willem Visser’ t Hooft, le but ultim 
mouvement cecuménique n’était «pas Ie 
logue mais la vraie unité»; 'cecumén 
«christocentrique», était un «retour VE 
centre», un processus de longue ha 
nécessairement lié a des forces histor 
permanentes telles que les Eglises pr 
tante, catholique romaine et orthodoxe 


En 1966, Willem Visser’ t Hooft s’est ret 
ses fonctions de secrétaire général du 
dontila été élu président d'honneur en 
Il s’est vu attribuer un grand nombr 
distinctions, dont dix doctorats honoris ¢ 
et une liste impressionnante de med 
de décorations et de prix qui lui ont été: 
par des institutions religieuses et lal 


La femme de Willem Visser’ t Hoo 
décédée en 1968. Ils avaient trois enfa 
neuf petits-enfants. 


Willem Adolf Visser’ t Hooft. Wer 
einen Namen gibt, den man spontann 
dkumenischen Bewegung verbindet, 
ist es dieser. Mit dem Tod von Dr. Vis 
Hooft in seiner Wahlheimat Genf, wo § 
1924 lebte, geht ein Kapitel der Geset 
der 6kumenischen Bewegung zu End 


-’t Hooft — sein Name bedeutet: 
her, d.h. erster Fischer — wurde 1900 
m (Niederlande) geboren. 1924 trat 
men des CVJM zum erstenmal als 
naler christlicher Fuhrer in Erschei- 
1931 war er Generalsekretar des 
Yen Studentenweltbundes und 
38 Generalsekretar des Vorlaufigen 
sses flr den ORK. Wahrend des 
lieb er in Genf und half von da aus 
gen aus dem Nazi-Deutschland. 
Iter den Kontakt zwischen Kirchen 
) und ausserhalb der besetzten 
1ufrecht. Als inn die Erste Vollver- 
g des nun offiziell gegriindeten ORK 
seinem Amt als Generalsekretar 
» war dies eine Anerkennung seines 
lichen Beitrags zur Grundung des 


’t Hooft betrachtete als letztes Ziel 
nenischen Bewegung “nicht den 
ondern die wahre Einheit’, und die 
-als “... eine Ruckkehrins Zentrum”, 
stozentrisch” — als einen Prozess 
r zwangslaufig an permanente 
tliche Krafte wie die evangelischen, 
katholischen und _ orthodoxen 
gebunden ist und kein “schnell 
Uhrtes Unternehmen” sein kann. 


(9) 6913-25 


(8) 7272-3 


1966 zog sich Visser’ t Hooft als General- 
sekretar des ORK zurUck und wurde 1968 zu 
seinem Ehrenprasidenten gewahit. 


Dr. Visser’ t Hooft wurden zahlreiche Aus- 
zeichnungen verliehen, u.a. zehnmal die 
Ehrendoktorwurde sowie eine eindrucksvolle 
Reihe religidser wie auch weltlicher Medaillen, 
Orden und Preise. 


Visser’ t Hoofts Frau Jetty starb 1968; das 
Paar hinterlasst drei Kinder und neun Enkel- 


kinder. 


of 
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(2) Four successive general secretaries of 
the World Student Christian Federation get 
togetherin 1946: (r.tol.) John R. Mott, Henri- 
Louis Henriod, Visser’ t Hooft and Robert 
Mackie. 

(3) (|.tor.) Visser’ t Hooft with Geoffrey Fisher 
(Archbishop of Canterbury) and John R. Mott 
at the WCC’s First Assembly in Amsterdam in 
1948. 

(4) Visser’ t Hooft with his family in Geneva 
in 1944. 

(5) A warm greeting for Pope John Paul II 
during his 1984 visit to the Ecumenical Centre. 
(6) Visser’ t Hooft with his successors as 
WCC general secretary Eugene Carson Blake 
(1966-1972) and Philip Potter (1972-1984). 
(7) Visser’ t Hooft and wife Jetty enjoy a 
break in the 1959 Central Committee meeting 
at Rhodes, Greece, by paying a visit to the 
island of Patmos. 

(8) Visser’ t Hooft plants a cedar seedling — 
a gift from the Algerian Christian Service 
Committee — at the new Ecumenical Centre 
in Geneva in 1965. 

(9) Patriarch Alexis of the Geneva Russian 
Orthodox Church visits the Ecumenical 
Centre in 1964. 

(10) Visser’ t Hooft and Eugene Carson 
Blake (3rd and 4th from |.) with WCC presidents 
outside Canterbury Cathedral after the 
opening service of the 1969 Central Com- 
mittee meeting. 

(11) As newly-elected WCC general secretary 
Emilio Castro pays his respects, Visser’ t 
Hooft offers his congratulations to his latest 
successor (1984). 

(12) A relaxed moment with WCC Central 
Committee member Harry Ashmall at the 
Committee’s 1982 meeting in Geneva. 

(1, 13, 14) Dr. Willem Adolf Visser’ t Hooft. 
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(11) 2754-20 
(2) Rencontre en 1946 de quatre secrétaires 
généraux qui se sont succédés a la Fédé- 
ration universelle des associations chrétiennes 
d’étudiants. De g.ad.: John R. Mott, Henri- 
Louis Henriod, Willem Visser’ t Hooft et 
Robert Mackie. 

(3) (De g.ad.): Willem Visser’ t Hooft avec 
Geoffrey Fisher (archevéque de Cantorbéry) 
et John R. Mottlors de la Premiére Assemblée 
du COE a Amsterdam en 1948. 

(4) Le pasteur Visser’t Hooft en famille a 
Geneve, en 1944. 

(5) Le pasteur Visser’ t Hooft salue chaleu- 
reusement le Pape Jean-Paul || lors de sa 
visite au Centre cecuménique en 1984. 

(6) Willem Visser’ t Hooften compagnie des 
deux premiers secrétaires généraux qui lui 
ont succédé; Eugene Carson Blake (1966- 
1972) et Philip Potter (1972-1984). 
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(7) Willem Visser’ t Hooft et sa femme Jetty 
profitent d’un moment de répit pendant la 
réunion du Comité central de Rhodes, Gréce 
(1959) pour visiter I’Tle de Patmos. 

(8) Au nouveau Centre cecuménique de 
Geneve en 1965, le pasteur Visser’ t Hooft 
plante un jeune cédre dont lui a fait cadeau 
le Comité chrétien de service en Algérie. 
(9) Le patriarche Alexis de |’Eglise orthodoxe 
russe de Genéve visite le Centre cecumé- 
nique en 1964. 

(10) Willem Visser’ t Hooft et Eugene Carson 
Blake (troisieme et quatriéme a partir de lag.) 
en compagnie des présidents du COE devant 
la cathédrale de Cantorbéry, a l’issue du 
culte d’ouverture du Comité central, 1969. 
(11) Le nouveau secrétaire général du COE, 
Emilio Castro, présente ses respects a Willem 
Visser’ t Hooft qui le félicite de sa recente 
élection (1984). 

(12) Moment de détente en compagnie de 
Harry Ashmall, membre du Comité central, 
pendant la réunion de ce Comite, Geneve 
1984. 

(1,13,14) Le pasteur Willem Adolf Visser’ t 
Hooft. 


(2) Vier aufeinanderfolgende General- 
sekretare des Christlichen Studentenwelt- 
bundes, aufgenommen 1946: (vonl. nach r.) 
John R. Mott, Henri-Louis Henriod, W.A. 
Visser’ t Hooft und Robert Mackie. 

(3) (|. nach r) Visser’t Hooft mit Geoffrey 
Fisher (Erzbischof von Canterbury) und John 
R. Mott auf der Ersten Vollversammlung des 
ORK 1948 in Amsterdam. 

(4) Familie Visser’ t Hooft 1944 in Genf. 
(5) Begrussung von PapstJohannes Paul II. 
bei seinem Besuch im Okumenischen 
Zentrum im Jahre 1984. 

(6) Visser’ t Hooft mit seinen Amtsnach- 
folgern Eugene Carson Blake (1966-1972) 
und Philip Potter (1972-1984). 

(7) Visser’ t Hooft und seine Frau nutzen 
eine Konferenzpause wahrend des Zentral- 
ausschusses auf Rhodos 1959, um die Insel 
Patmos zu besuchen. 
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These, and photos illustrating many other 
subjects, are available from: 


On peutse procurer ces photos (et d'autres 
illustrant un grand nombre de sujets) 
aupres du: 


Diese sowie weitere Fotos zu vielen 
anderen Themen sind zu beziehen uber: 
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(14) | 
(8) Dr. Visser’ t Hooft pflanzt 1965 vo) 
neuen Okumenischen Zentrum in Genf 
Zedernschéssling — ein Geschenl 
Algerischen Ausschusses fur den christ 
Dienst. 
(9) Visser’ t Hooft mit Patriarch Alex! 
der Russischen Orthodoxen Kirche in’ 
der dem Okumenischen Zentrum 1 964 
Besuch abstattete. 
(10) Visser’ t Hooft und Eugene C 
Blake (3. und 4. von |.) mit ORK-Prasic 
vor der Kathedrale von Canterbu 
Anschluss an den Erdffnungsgottes! 
der Zentralausschusstagung 1969. | 
(11) Dr. Visser’ t Hooft beglickwl 
seinen jingsten Nachfolger, | der 
gewahlten Generalsekretar des ORK : 
Castro. 
(12) Entspannung mitdem Zentralauss 
mitglied Harry Ashmall wahrend derZ 
ausschusstagung 1982 in Genf. | 
(1, 13, 14) Dr. Willem Adolf Visser 't) 
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Women reflect on decade's results . 26 
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Argentine, UK church reps meeting .29 
Mexican parties criticize church ‘interference’ . - 30 
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SHOPTALK (52/24) 


EPS Telephone/Telex Changes: From 24 July through 20 August, the EPS 
telephone number in Geneva is 022/91 61 32. From 26 July through 8 August, 
the EPS editor can be reached in Buenos Aires at 01/393 2010 or 01/393 2060. 
Also during that period, telexes can be sent to the regular EPS telex number 
in Geneva (23 423 oik ch) or to Buenos Aires (17013 bauen ar). Buenos Aires 
time is GMT -3. 


The WCC Commission on Faith and Order meets in Stavanger (Norway), 13-25 
August. It last met in Lima in January 1982 (EPS 49/02). A limited number of 
hotel rooms in Stavanger is being held for journalists. until 5 August. 


Coverage planned: EPS plans coverage of the following, in issues to be mailed 
as follows: 
Ol August: central committee, World Council of Churches 
Ninth World Council, World Alliance of YMCAs 
05 August; (continued: WCC committee) 
07 August: 16th [World Quaker] Triennial Meeting 
(continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: YMCA council) 
12 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: Quaker meeting) 
26 August: WCC Commission on Faith and Order 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, there is no 
deadline the week of 11 August, and the deadline for the following week is 
Thursday, 22 August (0/700 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


CICARWS material: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following available to journalists on request: 


1984 Activities Report 


International Review of Mission: Theme of the latest (July) issue of the 
quarterly of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism is "Cuba: The 


Heritage of Protestant Missions." It includes articles on “The Missionary 
Heritage of the Cuban Churches,” “An Ecumenical Perspective on the Cuban 
Protestant Missionary Heritage,” “Social Implications of the Missionary 
Heritage," “The Influence of the Missionary Heritage on Cuban Culture," 


"Structural Implications of the Missionary Heritage," "The Participation of 
Women in the Cuban Churches," "A Study of the Opinions Expressed by US 
Missionaries on Cuba, Cubans, and the Church in Cuba, 1899-1925," and "The 
Influence of the Missionary Heritage on Liturgical Forms." A sample copy is 
available from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Current Dialogue: The new (June) issue of the newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit 
on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths includes “"Religious Pluralism: A 
Jewish-Christian Consultation," "“Buddhist-Christian Dialogue," “Thoughts on 
Muslim-Christian Dialogue in Pakistan," "“Muslim-Christian Dialogue in 
Indonesia," and "The Dialogue with People of Living Faiths: An Analytical and 
Bibliographical Survey." A sample copy is available from WCC/DPLF, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


8000 ATTEND 15TH Ecumenical Press 
BAPTIST CONGRESS Service 85.07.23 


[This report was supplied by European Baptist Press Service. ] 


LOS ANGELES (EPS) - Amid challenges from former US president Jimmy Carter and 
evangelist Billy Graham and stirred by reports from more than a dozen Baptist 
bodies, almost 8,000 delegates to the 15th Baptist World Congress spoke out on 
issues ranging from religious liberty to terrorism and elected an Australian 
educator to lead the Baptist World Alliance the next five years. 


During the six-day congress (2-7 July) at the Los Angeles Convention Center, a 
varied programme drew upon colourful flag ceremonies, drama, exhibits, native 
costumes, festivals and music to develop the theme, “Out of Darkness into the 
Light of Christ". 


Godfrey Noel Vose, principal of Baptist Theological College of Western 
Australia in Bentley, is the new BWA president. Delegates approved 
resolutions on racism, conflict in Nicaragua, peace and disarmament, world 
aid, Christian life styles, and the United Nations, as well as speaking out 
for religious liberty and against terrorism. 


In reaffirming “the cherished principle of religious liberty", the delegates 
urged all Baptists “to become more informed about the circumstances of other 
believers and to pray, speak and act in every way possible for the support and 
encouragement of the many thousands of Christians called upon to suffer for 
their faith in these days." 


Efforts to amend the resolution to include imprisoned Baptists in the USSR as 


an example, failed. The resolutions committee chose not to single out any 
one nation because it “could have named a number of countries", Chairman 
Bernard Green of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland said. “Let's 


not for a moment run into the heresy that it's (the threat to religious 
liberty) confined to any one part of the world”, he said. 


In condemning racism in general and apartheid in particular, the delegates 
declared “we urge Baptists everywhere to call upon their governments to stand 
firmly against all forms of support for South Africa as long as apartheid 
remains on their statute book.” 


Delegates approved a resolution on terrorism which called Baptists in every 
nation to urge their governments to condemn terrorism and to prevent its 


spread by refusing asylum or support for terrorists. Terrorism was called "a 
violation of international law and an assault on the conscience of humanity”. 


The resolution on Nicaragua called on all the powers concerned to “draw back 
from this dangerous confrontation by discontinuing the arms build-up and the 
economic blockade. "We believe that these can only add to the suffering 
already experienced by the people of Nicaragua (and) mean death and disease 
through lack of essential medical supplies and equipment and increased poverty 
and hunger through the breakdown of the nation's agriculture, industry and 
commerce. And it could lead to full-scale war." 


Delegates also stressed the need for Baptists to adopt more simple life-styles 
to facilitate sharing and communication. “We urge Baptists everywhere to 
examine their ways of life in the light of scriptural injuctions to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, house the homeless, heal the sick, care for the 


disadvantaged and visit the prisoners", the resolution said. 


(over) 


BWA congress/2 


Another resolution commended the work of the United Nations on its 40th 
anniversary for improving world health, curtailing drug traffic, improving the 
standard of living in developing countries, providing disaster relief and 
refugee aid, improving food production for the hungry and poor, and reducing 
racial discrimination. Baptists were challenged to use the 40th anniversary 
to make a new commitment of prayer for the UN, promote interest and support 
for its programmes, and encourage world-wide rededication to the principles 
and purposes of its charter. 


Delegates used the 40th anniversary of the end of World War II to call on 
nations to end the conventional and nuclear arms race and to welcome talks 
between US and Soviet leaders. "We believe that peace and justice, according 
to the will of God, can be achieved in human society", the congress said. 
"We see signs of hope in these days of international tension and we call upon 
all Christians to pray that these may be fulfilled.” 


During discussion, the delegates also accepted an amendment urging all nuclear 
powers to enact immediately a verifiable moratorium on the manufacture of all 
nuclear weapons and to seek mutually the abolition by negotiation of all 
nuclear arms. 


BWA General Secretary Gerhard Claas urged Baptists to work for reconciliation 
among peoples and for peace on earth in his “state of the alliance” address. 
"We are living under the steady threat of nuclear catastrophe. Baptist 
people therefore must give their very best possible support to any 
peace-making efforts. We must try to stop the arms race”, he said. 


Claas reported the alliance now consists of 131 member unions/conventions with 
a total membership of more than 34 million baptized believers: Delegates also 
received reports from BWA departments, commissions and committees, among them 
the account of how member bodies administered more than 21 million US dollars 
in hunger relief around the globe in 1984. 


Former US President Jimmy Carter drew repeated applause with his plea for 
fellow Baptists and other Christians to validate their Christianity by meeting 
human need and leading the fight against any form of human oppression. 
Carter underscored the need to speak out for oppressed people wherever they 
are — in the Soviet Union, the migrants in the US, or in any other nation. 


Carter said superpowers in particular tend to believe that “exertion of our 
enormous military strength is preferable to diplomacy and negotiation in the 
resolution of international differences and that the sale of military weapons 
is one of the best ways to expand our influence in the developing world. 
“This is a tragic mistake and should never be condoned", he said. 


Testimonies from lesser known Baptists like Aubrey Huskey of San Diego and 
Berhanu Habte, an Ethiopian physician, also stirred the delegates. MHuskey, a 
41-year-old carpenter, organized an airlift of food supplies, blankets and 
medicine into Ethiopia. Habte described a chilling 33 hours as a hostage of 
terrorists while en route to the world congress from Ethiopia and of the 
opportunity for Christian witness on TWA Flight 84/7. 


A project designed to provide a change of clothes for delegates from 
developing countries turned into a bonanza when generous delegates flooded the 
congress with extra clothing. Instead of a single clothing change, departing 


delegates carted boxes of clothing back to their homelands. 


EPS 


ROMAN CATHOLICS AND Ecumenical Press 
BAPTISTS IN DIALOGUE Service 85.07.24 


LOS ANGELES (EPS) - A second round of a five-year, international, theological 
dialogue took place for six days here among 14 Roman Catholic and Baptist 
scholars as one of several meetings held just before the 15th Baptist World 
Congress (2-9 July; EPS 85.07.23). 


Co-sponsors of the dialogue series are the Commission on Baptist Doctrine and 
Interchurch Cooperation of the Washington-based Baptist World Alliance, and 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. According to an 
announcement, goals of the series are to "seek a mutual understanding of 
similarities and differences in Baptist and Roman Catholic doctrinal, 
ecclesial, pastoral, and mission concerns; identify existing prejudices; and 
serve as a channel of communication promoting mutual as well as 
self-understanding." The 1986 round is scheduled for 2-7 June in the US. 
Theme of the meetings is "Our Common Witness to the World”. 


In a pre-congress report to the BWA general council, the possibility of 
establishing a seminary in the Soviet Union to train Baptist religious workers 
was discussed. General Secretary Alexei Bichkov of the All-Union Council of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the USSR told the council that the Soviet 
government's religious affairs ministry has given approval to the AUCECB to 
seek a building site or an existing building for the proposed seminary. 
AUCECB pastors and other church workers are currently trained via 
correspondence courses, 


In other congress developments, outgoing BWA President Duke McCall told 
delegates that white Christians are a minority for the first time in 1,000 
years and urged black, brown, yellow and red Christians to move out ahead and 
lead in the name of Jesus Christ. Besides electing the 63-year-old Vose, 
first Australian to head the BWA, the delegates also chose 12 vice-presidents, 
including Christine Gregory of Danville, Virginia, former president of the 
Southern Baptist Women's Missionary Union, and a former vice-president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, as first vice-president of the BWA. 


Other new vice-presidents are; Atinuke Bamijoku, former president of the 
Baptist Women's Union of Africa; Samson H. Chowdbury, president of the 
Bangladesh Baptist Fellowship; Ruferse S. Escoe, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Paso Ancho, San Jose, Costa Rica; Peter Fehr, a physician and past 
president of the North American Baptist Conference, USA; of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; Roger Fredrikson, pastor, First Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas; 
Josip Horak, president, Baptist Union of Yugoslavia, Zagreb, Yugoslavia; 
Theodore J. Jemison, president, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana; Birgit Karlsson, general secretary, Baptist Union of 
Sweden, Stockholm, Sweden; Billy Kim, pastor, Central Baptist Church, Suwon, 
Korea; Lorenzo Klink, pastor, First Baptist Church, Neuguen, Argentina; and 
Joao Makondekwa, president, All Africa Baptist Fellowship, Luanda, Angola. 


In other action, the delegates voted to hold their next world congress the 
first full week of July, 1990 in Seoul, Korea. 


In the closing address Saturday, Billy Graham, the international evangelist, 
reminisced and joked as if among family members even though suffering from 
three ribs broken in a recent accident. His call to commitment centred on 
the Congress theme led thousands of delegates and guests to stand in silent 
rededication in the Congress closing moments. 


EPS 


ADVENTISTS ISSUE STATEMENTS ON Ecumenical Press 
RACISM, PEACE, DRUGS, FAMILY Service 85.07.25 


NEW ORLEANS (EPS) - In connection with the 54th world conference of Seventh-—- 
day Adventists (EPS 85.07.03), SdA President Neal Wilson and the 16 SdA world 
vice-presidents issued statements on racism, peace, drugs, and home and family. 


Their racism statement came as some here for the conference (27 June-6 July) 
were protesting the parallel jurisdictions for South African Seventh-day 
Adventists - the South African Union Conference (white) and the South African 
Union Mission (black). In theory, each is open to Seventh-day Adventists of 
any race, but church spokesperson Robert Nixon said that in practice there is 
very little interracial activity in South Africa, where apartheid - race 
sepration with white supremacy - is official government policy. 


The leadership calls racism “one of the odious evils of our day ... based on 
ignorance, fear, estrangement, and false pride." They voice SdA opposition to 
“all forms of racism, including the political policy of apartheid with its 
enforced segregation and legalized discrimination." The statement calls 
racism “a heresy and in essence a form of idolatry, for it limits the 
fatherhood of God by denying the brotherhood of all mankind and by exalting 
the superiority of one's own race." 


The leaders do not refer to the separate South African jurisdictions. Nixon 
said Adventists "like to do anything by consensus. ... We are going in the 
direction of integration [in South Africa]. It may take us a while to get 
there, but when we get there it's going to be as a united church.” 

The SdA peace statement speaks of a “new situation, unparalleled in history” 
because “human beings have developed the means of humanity's own destruction. 
... It is ... right and proper for Christians to promote peace", the SdA 
leaders add. "While peace cannot be found in official church prouncements", 
they say, “the authentic Christian church is to work for peace between the 
first and second advents of Christ. However, hope in the Second Coming [of 
Christ] must not live in a social vacuum." 


On drugs, the leaders urge “every individual and every nation to co-operate in 
stamping out the world-wide drug epidemic that undermines the social structure 
of nations, and on the individual level often kills its victims or leads them 
into lives of crime. ... For vibrant living, Seventh-day Adventists urge 
everyone to follow a life-style that avoids tobacco products, alcoholic 
beverages, and the misuse of drugs.” 


In another statement, they encourage all family members to “strengthen ... 
[the] family relationship through mutual love, honour,’ respect, and 
responsibility.” They observe that “today, as probably never before, the 
family is in trouble”. 


During the conference, the Seventh-day Adventists launched a _ world-wide 
evangelistic campaign, “Harvest '90". Its goal is to up SdA membership by 2 
million (from the current 4.5 million) by the 55th world conference, in 1990. 


Conference delegates were also introduced to the first new SdA hymnal for 
North America and the Caribbean in 44 years. They also received greetings 
from, among others, representatives of the World Council of Churches (to which 
Seventh-day Adventists do not belong), World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
Mennonite World Conference, Lutheran World Federation, World Methodist 
Council, Anglican Consultative Council and several US denominations. 
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WOMEN REFLECT ON Ecumenical Press 
DECADE'S RESULTS Service 85.07.26 


[Material for this report was provided by Monique McClellan. ] 


NAIROBI (EPS) - Three-to-four thousand women were expected, but more than 
10,000 turned up for the forum here (10-19 July) sponsored by a variety of 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including ecumenical groups, to mark 
the end of the UN Decade for Women (EPS 85.07.22). There were similar NGO 
forums in connection with UN meetings related to the decade at its start (in 
Mexico City in 1975), and at its mid-point (in Copenhagen in 1980). 


Forum Convener Nita Barrow of Barbados, one of the seven presidents of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, told a lively, colourful, two-hour 
opening ceremony in the Kenyatta International Conference Centre that “there 
can be no one strategy because although we have common roots of women's 
oppression and inequality, one woman's liberation can be another woman's 
destruction. That is why consensus is not possible, but understanding is." 
She urged the assembled women to "sing a song for women everywhere". And so 
they sang, "We are the world, we are the women. ... We are the ones who do 
two-thirds of the world's work, so let's start living.” 


At a pre-forum media briefing, Barrow described the forum as "one of the 
events of the century". Noting the more than 1000 workshops scheduled, she 
said it was a place for women to hear other women, to exchange ideas. It was 
not, she suggested, a seminar or conference with the voting, resolutions, 
prepared papers, and formal sessions that might imply. 


Accommodation for forum participants became an issue when many were told they 
would have to vacate their downtown hotel rooms to make way for participants 
in the official UN conference, which opened 15 July, to mark the decade's 
end. The Kenyan government offered instead 8000 beds in university 
buildings. Dame Nita suggested that NGO participants accept the alternative 
accommodation in a spirit of solidarity with third world women, most of whon, 
she observed, will never have hot running water, and many of whom have no bed. 


However, not all NGO participants were happy with that. Some suggested that 
the NGO women from each country approach members of their UN conference 
delegation and see if they would be willing to share hotel rooms with them. 


The record attendance caused several other logistical snafus as _ well, 
registration delays, insufficient programs, incomplete information, inadequate 
security and transportation, 


Eddah Gachukia, who chaired the Kenyan forum organizing committee, said in her 
welcoming speech that women from different parts of the world have different 
priorities, but she urged participants to concentrate on fundamental aims they 
share. The Kenyan government minister for culture and social services, K. 
Matiba, said women's development issues could not be viewed in isolation from 
“proverty, the imbalance of material resources, the destruction of the 
environment, and constant threats to peace.” 


Margaret Kenyatta, leader of the Kenyan delegation, said that notwithstanding 
global progress on various issues, third world women still provide three 
quarters of the agricultural labour. Matiba, Kenyatta, and other speakers 
stressed the important role of NGOs as partners with government in 
implementing goals of the decade - equality, development, and peace. 


EPS 


REFUGEES TELL WOMEN'S Ecumenical Press 


FORUM OF THEIR PLIGHT Service 85.07.27 


[Material for this report was provided by Monique McClellan and Miriam Reidy. ] 


NAIROBI (EPS) - Forum '85, sponsored by a wide variety of non-governmental 
organizations, including ecumenical groups, to mark the end of the UN Decade 
for Women, included hundreds of workshops. Large and small groups of women, 
and a few men, listened, discussed, and argued. Strongly held views 
notwithstanding, the emphasis seemed to be on learning and exchanging ideas. 


There was pent-up emotion and simmering conflict at a workshop on refugees 
organized by the World Council of Churches and the World YWCA. It began with 
an overview of the world refugee situation, followed by a presentation from 
the All Africa Conference of Churches, based here. Half of the estimated 10 
million refugees in the world are in Africa, and four-fifths of them are 
women. The stories in the 30-minute AACC audiovisual presentation, “Our 
Plight", were supplemented by a a panel of refugees from around the world. 


A Rwandan highlighted hostility refugees face in countries to which they 
flee. A Palestinian expressed anguish at the loss of national identity. A 
Guatemalan protested the charge that many from Central America leave for 
economic reasons, rather than to avoid threats to their lives. 


An Afghan spoke of millions who have fled _ since the Soviet military 
intervention. (In discussion which followed, an Afghan who is not a refugee 
insisted: those who left the country did so because they had lost wealth and 
privilege, or were decieved by those who had.) A Kurd said the Turkish 
government welcomes Afghans, but forces Kurds into exile. A Namibian 
condemned the “murder ... and torture ... by the racist South African regime”. 


A South African evoked South Africa's withdrawal of citizenship from millions 
of blacks, relegated to barren, nominally-independent homelands. An Iranian 
spoke about "conditions in which Iranian women are permitted to die”, 
including the rape of female opponents of the government before they are 
executed, so as to prevent their souls from going to heaven. An Iraqui 
denounced superpower imperialism as the root cause of world injustice. The 
session ended with the singing of “We Shall Overcome”. 


Another workshop, on “justice, peace, and the integrity of creation", featured 
three speakers - Linda Senturias, a medical doctor from the Philippines; Cora 
Weiss, a veteran peace activist from the US; and Antje Vollmer, a West German 
(FRG) pastor who is a parliamentary representative for the Green Party. 


Senturias outlined the situation in her country. There, she said, “the 
majority of the people have no land of their own, in a land of plenty. The 
military government abuses and contaminates the land. ... God's image has been 
desecrated in the name of national security." In pressing the urgency of 
peace issues, Weiss warned, “Once you have taken a bite from the nuclear 
apple, you never return to inmocence.” And, she said, "I didn't bear my 
children to be some men's cannon fodder, nor to kill my sisters.” Vollmer 
described the West German peace movement as the strongest movement since 
before World War II, and a chance to join hands across the East-West divide. 


The workshop included an empty chair for a human-rights activist from 
Guatemala, who did not receive government permission to attend the forum. 
Burbel von Wartenberg-Potter, director of the WCC women's subunit, said the 
chair “stands for all the issues that need to be raised”. 
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INDONESIANS SUSPEND ROLE IN ASIAN Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH CONFERENCE DECISION-MAKING Service 85.07.28 


[Material for this report was supplied by T. K. Thomas. ] 


SEOUL (EPS) - In an action which reportedly shocked and surprised their 
colleagues, Indonesian church representatives told the Eighth Assembly of the 
Christian Conference of Asia (here, 26 June-2 July) that they would not take 
part in CCA decision-making for the next five years. 


An Indonesian delegate, Augustina Lumentut, requested that her name _ be 
withdrawn from the list of nominees for the CCA general committee. She 
stressed that her decision was not to be understood as Indonesian withdrawal 
from the CCA. Following pleas for reconsideration, the assembly chose a 
committee with a vacancy. 


A major factor in the [Indonesian decision was reportedly the vigorous 
condemnation by youth at the assembly of the Indonesian role in the former 
Portuguese colony of East Timor, which Indonesia considers part of itself. 
This occurred notwithstanding rulings of the CCA presidium that the issue was 
not on the assembly agenda. Another underlying issue was said to be the 
relative roles of official church representatives as compared with those from 
“action groups” and "people's movements” in CCA affairs, 


Besides a new general secretary (EPS 85.07.09), the assembly chose four new 
presidents for the Singapore-based ecumenical organization. They are Erme 
Camba, bishop for the southern Luzon province of the United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines, and chairperson of the National Christian Council of the 
Philippines; S.H. Chowdbury, medical superintendent of the Christian Hospital 
Chandraghona, and a Baptist from Bangladesh; Ruth Kao, a Taiwanese 
Presbyterian and chairperson of the Taipei Women's Development Centre; and 
Leslie Quahe, a Methodist parish pastor in Singapore. Elected treasurer was 
Ken Mason, a bishop who chairs the Australian Anglican mission board. 


The assembly decided to increase the period between CCA assemblies from four 
to five years. A proposal that the general committee meet less often between 
assemblies, as a way to save money, was referred to the committee, as was a 
proposal, which generated a good deal of opposition, to reduce the number of 
programme committees to five, covering various "functional tasks". 


The committee is also to discuss proposals to change assembly voting 
allocations, which currently depend in large measure on the number of CCA 
denominations in a given country. For example, New Zealand, with seven has 11 
assembly votes, while Australia, with four, has eight, even though the number 
of Christians included in the Australian denominations is reckoned at about 
three times the number in New Zealand. Indonesia, with 2/7 CCA members, has 
49 votes. Under this approach, denominations which merge are penalized in 
terms of assembly representation. 


Among resolutions approved was an expression of "grave concern” about 
compulsory fingerprinting of aliens (notably Koreans) in Japan (EPS 85.03.20). 
Accepted as a new CCA member was the Presbyterian Church in North-East India. 


On the Sunday of the assembly, participants accepted invitation to worship 
with 56 congregations in the city. That afternoon there was a “festival of 
faith,” at which World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro 
preached (EPS 85.07.38). Also held in connection with the assembly was an 


exhibition of Asian Christian art, featuring 81 works by 56 artists from 12 
countries. They focused on the assembly theme, “Jesus Christ Sets Free To 
Serve." 

EPS 


Argentine, UK church reps meeting EPS 85.07.29 
BUENOS AIRES (EPS) — A delegation from the British Council of Churches planned 
to visit Argentina 22-27 July at the invitation of that country's Consultative 
Council of Churches. The visit, to foster reconciliation between the UK and 
Argentina, which fought a war in 1982, precedes the annual meeting of the 
World Council of Churches' central committee, which opens here 28 July. 


Mexican parties criticize church ‘interference’ EPS 85.07.30 
MEXICO CITY (EPS) — Before this month's elections, leaders of several parties 
criticized “unconstitutional interference" of some Roman Catholic leaders in 
the electoral process. They said church leaders' exhortations to vote were 
really endorsements of the right-wing Christian Democratic National Action 
Party. After the elections, Rome-based IPS news agency reported "political 
positions backed by the conservative sectors of the Catholic church were [in 
general] defeated." 


Irish report on inter-church marriage EPS 85.07.31 
DUBLIN (EPS) — A report to the main Irish denominations (Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist) recommends “adequate and authentic" 


preparation for couples planning inter-church marriages. The Joint Standing 
Committee on Mixed Marriages was set up in the 1970s. Its latest report 
welcomes the growing number of people in various denominations given special 
responsibility for inter-church marriage questions, particularly vexed here 
where the numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church continues to stress the 
responsibility of the Roman Catholic partner to do all he or she can to pass 
on Roman Catholicism in its fullness to the couple's children. 


Heads of religious communities hold ecumenical meeting EPS 85.07.32 
LONDON (EPS) - The seventh annual meeting of the Permanent International 
Ecumenical Consultation of Religious took place here last month. PIECR 
membership includes leaders of religious communities from various Christian 
traditions, principally Roman Catholic and Anglican. The group said it would 
“work with others to bring others to a greater awareness of ecumenical 
realities, and to challenge others, especially [members of] religious 
[communities] to commit themselves concretely to prayer, dialogue, and service 
in the cause of unity." The group meets again next June in Jerusalem. 


Zimbabwe church leaders give thanks for drought aid, make appeal EPS 85.07.33 
HARARE (EPS) — Following a meeting here organized by the Zimbabwe Christian 
Council, heads of 27 denominations and church organizations appealed for 
Zimbabweans to contribute 10,000 US dollars to assist parts of Africa “still 
affected by starvation". The church leaders “thank God for saving our people 
from starvation over the past three years of drought, and for the good rains 
and abundant harvest of 1985. We are grateful to many nations who sent us 
relief aid in money and in food in our years of need. ... Freely we have 
received, and freely we should give", they add. 


New Kenyan Christian monthly launched . EPS 85.07.34 
NAIROBI (EPS) — The National Council of Churches of Kenya and World Vision 
International have launched a monthly, "Beyond". The pilot (June) issue 
includes an article on intra-church disputes, which in Kenya have sometimes 
led to court or government intervention. The NCCK-supported fortnightly 
"Target" suspended publication in 1981 because of lack of funds. “Beyond” is 
expected to become financially self-reliant within three years. Its editor is 
Bedan Mbugua. An EPS correspondent in Nairobi says the new magazine gives 
Kenyan Christian leaders “a forum through which to share their opinions and 
biblical insights among themselves, nurture the Christian community, and 


challenge ungodly patterns in the society”. 
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ECUVIEW/The Dalai Lama: "Spiritual Contributions to World Peace” EPS 85.07.35 


[This item is excerpted from an unofficial transcript of remarks (11 July) to 
the staff of the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical 
organizations. The dalai lama, leader of Tibetan Buddhism, has lived in India 
since he left Tibet in 1959 in protest of Chinese control of his territory. 
In addition to his address to the whole staff, he met more privately with the 
WCC general secretary and a few other WCC staff members during his morning- 
long visit. He last visited the WCC in 1973 (1973 EPS no. 30, page 2).] 


.-- L always believe and make every effort to bring together the different 
traditions and religions. I do not try to just mention the positive aspects 
and hide the negative. I do not believe in that approach. 


It is very essential to know what fundamental differences exist in the 
negative and positive sense as well as in what is common, and from that 
examine very thouroughly. From that we can be convinced that humanity needs 
the different traditions. Each tradition has special qualities which are 
suitable for certain people. 


There are many people today who can be categorized into three groups. One 
group is sincerely devout, in faith and in practice. There is one group, the 
majority, who, no matter what appears superficially, is deep down only 
concerned with money and their own direct surroundings such as family. There 
is no concern for the spiritual. Then there is the third group, the minority, 
that deliberately denies any value of religion. 


One thing that is common for everybody in all three groups is that they are 
all essentially human beings, who want happiness, who want mental peace, who 
want physical happiness, physical comfort and do not want to see mental 
suffering. That is all the same. The only difference is their way of 
approach to achieve that goal. 


... One groups believes in religion to achieve it, and follows religion. One 
believes in happiness achieved through money, and so money becomes the 
religion, god, and everything. The last believes that religion deceives the 
human mind, so that there is no value to religion, which becomes the 
instrument of the exploiter. 


We have to investigate the real amount of peace of mind that exists in these 
three categories of people, who may have more or deeper sense of peace. This 
is the question. I believe that those who deny spiritual value will be beset 
with a lot of new questions to which there will be no answer. 


Even in the day-to-day problems, when things become desparate, they always put 
the blame on something else and, even though unfortunate things always happen, 
as a result they destroy the basic human value, that is, mutual trust, mutual 
love. 


This value is the real base of happiness. For example, between husband and 
wife, if there is no trust for each other, there is no value, there is no 
peace. Between parent and child, if there is no mutual trust, no mutual 
respect, there is no more human value. 


If the entire human community distrusts each other, there is no mental peace. 
That goes against real human nature. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Paulos Gregorios: “Harmony of Religions” EPS 85.07.36 


[Gregorios is one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
and an Oriental Orthodox metropolitan of Delhi. This item is excerpted from 
an unofficial transcript of his response to the address to the WCC staff by 
the dalain lama. (ERS 39,0125)) cal 


It was my privilege a few months ago to sit under His Holiness' teaching for 
two days when he was teaching 2000 Tibetan monks in Tarumshala, where His 
Holiness now lives. He is one of the greatest philosophers now living in the 
world, I can say that as a humble student of philosophy; his knowledge of 
Buddhist philosophy is so vast, so profound, so impressive. 


Your Holiness, I want to say two things. First of all, while we have 
benefited from your words of wisdom, our blood chemistry has responded very 
well to the love and affection that constantly comes from you towards all 
people. That is the thing that you have said also, that there is something in 
our blood, a chemistry which responds positively, the vibrations which come 
from other sources where there is inner spiritual life, and that is the thing 
that we experience here. 


His Holiness has developed an inner spiritual life with simplicity, honesty, 
no pretention, no rhetoric like some of us have learned, but coming through 
directly, responding from body to body, mind to mind, blood to blood. That I 
think we have experienced here. | 


But I want to say one more thing. The big difference between Europe and Asia 
is that Europe had only one religion in different manifestations, whereas Asia 
has been a place where such a rich variety of religions and traditions have 
grown up, and if I may say so, even the European religion came LO OmMjAS1 2a dares 
In Tibet, Buddhists have developed a tradition which is so unknown both to 
Asians and to Europeans. They have made some unusual experiments in the 
journey of the soul to find meaning, fulfilment, and tranquility. 


This is just now being picked up by a few individuals, mostly in the West, not 
in Asia. People are beginning to see this great wisdom of Tibetan Buddhism 
and are beginning to explore some of the techniques which have been developed 
in Tibet of the ascent of the soul or the descent of the soul to its 
profoundest depths. 


But, what His Holiness has constantly been saying is that you cannot have 
either the unity of the Church or the unity of the world by ecclesiastical 
carpentry or international welding work. That kind of external unity will not 
last unless it has an inner content ... from the depths of the human spirit. 


And what His Holiness has been saying to us is that for three or four hundred 
years, we have made such tremendous progress in material production and 
technology and science. If we can use the same seriousness and organized 
effort to help people on the internal journey of the soul in such a way that 
this inner journey will be integrally related to the outer journey of finding 
unity and concord. 


I think that in the WCC we have that philosophy. We want the harmony of 
religions, as our general secretary has said, for the sake ot humanity... en 
the sake of service to humanity, for the sake of the unity of humanity. That 
is why we want the harmony of religions, not to create a new religion from all 
the religions together, but to create a spiritual ambiance within which 
humanity can find its own harmony and unity. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: "Memorial Sermon for W.A. Visser 't Hooft" EPS 85.07.37 


[This item is excerpted from the sermon at the memorial service for W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft (EPS 85.07.20), first general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. Potter retired at the end of last year after 12 years as the 
third WCC general secretary, ] 


--. The great question which Visser 't Hooft ... faced was how to confess 
Jesus Christ as the only Lord in the midst of a world in which many lords held 
sway over the lives of millions and were exploiting and destroying God's 
creation. ... There were the competing ideologies and totalitarianisms which 
made total demands on people. There were those who claimed autonomy over 
against God and others in personal conduct, in philosophies of life, in 
scientific and technological discoveries and ... applications. The rallying 
point for Christians was to proclaim and act on the total claims of Christ as 
Lord and centre of their lives. This was the very heart of the ecumenical 
movement. ... The question we face today is how do we ... struggle for the 
faith of the Gospel as Visser 't Hooft and many others did in their time. 
What are the implications for us of confessing Jesus Christ as Lord today? ... 


Paul [in Philippians] captures in a few words all that Jesus was and did as 
the Word made flesh and dwelling with us full of grace and truth - self-giving 
love and the open exposure of God's will and of our human condition. In the 
Gospel story, Jesus meets and addresses people in their concrete situation. 
He is with the sick, the demon possessed, the outcasts, the marginalized, the 
children, the weak. He is also with the strong, the self-confident powers, 
the exploiters, the zealots, the radicals, the uneasy rich. 


Visser ‘'t Hooft perceived this clearly in his sensitive exposition of his 
favourite Rembrandt work, ... "Jesus healing the sick". But as he points out, 
it is actually Rembrandt bringing together in one drawing the content of 
Matthew 19, which speaks of Jesus dealing with the sick, the Pharisees, the 
children, the rich young ruler, and in the midst is Jesus open, vulnerable, 
exposed and exposing, risking his life, and in so doing radiating the light of 
God's love. In these past 20 years, the ecumenical movement and especially 
the World Council of Churches have had to learn something of this Christ who 
entered into the struggle with people in their actual situations. People and 
situations have been named. The demons of economic, social, political, 
racial, sexist and military domination have been exposed. ... 


In our churches, as in the ecumenical movement, we demonstrate how much we 
promote our own interests. There are confessional interests, interests of 
tradition, dogma, and ecclesiastical structures. There are interests of 
groups - youth, women, men, laity, clergy. We have economic interests .... 
And yet, we all in our different ways are trying to proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord, but even there, often in competition with one another. Visser 't 
Hooft's ministry was chiefly devoted to challenging this abnormal and 
abhorrent situation of the churches. ... 


For him, the wretchedness of the Church was its failure to be the Church, the 
Body of the self-emptying, servant, crucified Lord. And its greatness was 
precisely being the church under the cross, bearing the cross of life in all 
dimensions of our human existence. For Visser 't Hooft the ecumenical task 
was to make the churches unitable at the foot of the cross, that it may bear a 
true witness to the Lordship of Christ and give glory to God and to God 
alone. His favourite word was from Pascal: ... “The happy and true state of 
the church is when it is sustained and upheld only by God" - and God revealed 
in Christ the weak, the vulnerable, crucified servant. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Free to Serve” EPS 85.07.38 


[Castro, general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
delivered this sermon in longer form at the Eighth Assembly of the Christian 
Conference of Asia. ] 


... The freedom that Jesus grants us is the freedom to put our neighbours into 
the centre of our lives, the freedom to forget ourselves; it is an invitation 
to enter into a new relationship with our fellow human beings in such a way 
that we forget our own limitations as we strengthen our arm to embrace and 
support our brothers and sisters. It is the model of Jesus Christ that we 
are called to follow. He is sending us as the Father sent Him, not to search 
for his own security, not to protect his own freedom, not to enjoy his own 
salvation, but to give his life for the redemption of all. 


When the multitude was shouting to him on the Cross, “Others he saved, but 
himself he cannot save", they were pronouncing a bigger theological truth than 
they could imagine. ... Because he was concerned with the salvation of others 
... he surrendered his own life; ... Because he was thinking of the liberation 
of you and me ... he was ready even to accept being nailed to the, Crogs ju.4 4 
the road, in God's mercy and wisdom, of all freedom, of all liberation. 


You are Christians in Asia, and of course you know better than I that this 
Christian affirmation can be understood as an imperialistic and pretentious 
claim: that we have in Jesus Christ what nobody else has, that we pretend the 
superiority of our Christian religion over other religions. But that is not 
the freedom Christ has given us, ... not the invitation ... for us today. He 
is inviting us to recognize in him a power for liberation, for service, for 
love, for the construction of a new human relationship; he is sending all of 
you in Asia to become servants of people of other religious convictions and 
persuasions; not in an imperialistic, colonizing manner, but in the manner of 
the Cross, ... the open arms of God wanting to embrace the whole of humankind. 


You may be a very small, tiny minority, or you may be part of the majority of 
citizens of your country; you may belong to churches that are growing very 
fast as here in Korea, or to churches that are struggling to survive for the 
years to come. The question is not, “How many are we? How many are the 
others?" But, “Are we fulfilling the vocation to which Christ has called 
us? Are we full of gratitude for his calling and entering into the vocation 
to which he calls us to become salt, leaven, to participate in a liberating 
way in the liberation of all our people?" 


Very often Christians in Latin America, or here in Korea, or in other 
countries in Asia, are in the midst of conflict situations due to economic or 


political” factors of our sociéties, Our vocation is not for confrontation; 
we are not called a priori to be in the opposition. We may cooperate with 
the authorities - we have many examples in the history of the church of 


yesterday and of today of happy and constructive cooperation with the 
authorities — but we need to tell everybody that the One who has liberated us 
is the central authority of our lives, that we could not have anybody else 
beyond Jesus Christ as Lord of our existence. ... 


Of course we Christians also make mistakes; we do not pretend to be 
infallible, we need correction by other Christians or by people of other 
convictions; we need to be humble, to listen to other voices, to other 
explanations; we do not pretend to be the best citizens in Asia. What we 
want is to be faithful to the vision that has been given to us, the vision of 
a new Kingdom that is to come, a new earth to be shaped by love and justice. 
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ECUTEXT: "Youth Covenant on Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation" EPS 85.07.39 


[Twenty-nine young people from 18 countries (Ghana, Namibia, South Africa, 
Netherlands, UK, Haiti, Sweden, Portugal, GDR, FRG, Korea, Sweden, Greece, 
Angola, India, Pakistan, US, Jamaica) and nine Christian traditions (Anglican, 
Lutheran, Reformed, Independent (Remonstrant, Mar Thoma), Baptist, Roman 
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, United) met at the World Council of Churches' 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, to study and debate the 
involvement of church people, especially youth, in issues of “justice, peace, 
and integrity of creation", a major theme of current WCC work. 


[The youth offered “total support" of the 1983 WCC Sixth Assembly statement on 
peace and justice, their conviction that “the struggle for justice, peace, and 
the integrity of creation is part of the quest for the visible unity of the 
church", an “analysis of the major threats" to the three concepts in today's 
world, and suggestions for further action, including a “youth covenant”. 
This item is excerpted from the group's final report. Its full text is 
available on request to WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


... The quest for visible unity implies the struggle for Justice, Peace and 
the Integrity of Creation: ... 


(a) The living God of the Bible is the creator and the sustainer of the 
world, and the Lord of history. Our God is not an indifferent God but 
present and active in history. Our God is concerned for peace and justice in 
the lives of human beings and societies, and is interested in how we share the 
gifts of creation. All of these are expressed by the Old Testament prophets 
and above all in Christ. 


(b) The experience of the church as a eucharistic community which shares in 
the life of the crucified and risen Christ implies the capacity of that 
community to recognize and answer to the presence of Christ among the 
"crucified" (oppressed) at all times and in all places, and also to aspire to 
a liberation from all kinds of individual and collective egotism, and from all 
forces of sin and death. 


(c) The time has come for a holistic vision of unity and for the end of a 
dualistic, artificial and impoverished approach which separates and opposes: 
the sacramental life and the social involvement of Christians; the presence 
of Christ in the eucharist (Jn.6:57) and his presence in those who suffer 
(Mt.25:31-46); the sharing of the eucharistic bread, and the struggle for 
justice and the just sharing of resources (Mt.5:6)3; the liturgical sign of 
peace and the struggle for peace in the world (Mt.5:9); and the theological 
affirmation that every human being is created in the image of God and the 
struggle for human dignity. 


This holistic or eucharistic vision of unity derives not only from the 
missionary goal of the church - "that the world may believe” (Jn.17:21) but 
through the very nature of the church as the body of Christ and witness to his 
presence in the world. 


In today's world we face varying situations of injustice, lack of peace, and a 
disregard for the integrity of creation, which results in the misuse of 
matural resources and degradation of human dignity. Such instances are 
evidenced in the present world economic order, increased militarization, and 
the denial of human rights. These structures and processes are sinful and 
constitute crimes against humanity: 


(over) 


youth covenant/2 


(a) World economic order: The gap between poor and rich countries is 
growing, and more people than ever before are faced with poverty and 
starvation, The policies of the major lending agencies are locking debtor 
countries into dependency syndromes. Linked with this are the roles of 
transnational corporations exploiting poor countries through detrimental trade 
patterns, the repatriation of profits, and the convergence of the foreign 
policies of some countries with transnational corporation priorities. 
Industrialization policies created in less industrialized countries and some 
industrialized countries by the ruling class and transnational corporations 
are not to the benefit of the majority of the population of those countries 
and in most instances they entrench oppressive policies. New production 
technology brings with it prospects of higher and higher levels of 
unemployment. 


(b) Militarization: We wish to reaffirm the WCC statement on the dire 
consequences for justice of the increasing reliance of the nations on armed 
force as the cornerstone of their foreign - and often domestic —- policies. 
Priorities have been dangerously distorted. Attention has been drawn away 
from the fundamental rights and needs of poor nations and of the poor within 
the rich nations. The number of military regimes has grown, contributing 
further to a largely male-dominated process of global militarization. 
Justice is often sacrificed on the altar of narrowly-perceived national 
security interests. Racial, ethnic, cultural, religious, and ideological 
conflicts are exacerbated, corruption is rife, a spirit of fear and suspicion 
is fostered through the increasing portrayal of others as the enemy: all this 
further contributes to disunity, human suffering and increased threats to 
peace. The language of national security, the centralization of power 
structures, the use of military means to defend this power and to resolve 
domestic conflicts [increase] ... the highly-profitable weapons trade. 


(c) Denial of human integrity: Human self-worth and people's basic rights 
are brutally denied in many parts of the world on the grounds of colour, 
ethnic background, religion, sex, and social _ status. Technological 
breakthroughs in genetic engineering can have serious implications for the 
definition of human life and the development of a super race mentality. 


(d) Destruction of ecological balance: Nature is being destroyed and 
over-exploited by the interaction between industrial activities, transnational 
corporations and unjust structures, and environmental pollution, 
deforestation, drought, erosion, and desertification. It soon appears in 
analysing today's world that where there is no justice, peace cannot be 
attained, neither can justice be achieved in the absence of peace. Where 
both of these are absent, the integrity of creation is denied. There are 
direct links between militarization, the world economic order, and the denial 
of human, ,intesnity sens The dominant economic order based on capital 
accumulation, commitments to limitless economic growth and to greater 
productivity, has the effect of benefiting the strong and powerful and of 
centralizing economic and political structures. People in power become 
imprisoned in their own systems. Unjust power structures are defended and 
perpetuated through institutionalized violence. 


We as young people believe that we can make a dynamic contribution to the 


churches' struggle for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation. To give 
expression to this contribution we propose ... a Youth Covenant, ... a 
commitment to God and to each other. We are challenged to live out in 


concrete ways the fundamental covenant of our baptism. ... 


EPS 


SCUTEXT: "CPC Message to Churches” EPS 85.07.40 


‘This is excerpted from a text of the Sixth All-Christian Peace Assembly 
‘Prague, 2-9 July;) of the Christian Peace Conference. ] 


... Peace does not simply mean the absence of war. Peace cannot exist 
vithout justice. It is with great pain that we recognize that the majority 
sf people in the world we live in are still suffering poverty, famine, 
jeprivation, and exploitation of all kinds. 


Je are worried by the resurgence in certain countries of fascist, xenophobic 
or racist ideas which are largely linked to the impossibility of controlling 
the economic crisis. This crisis not only brings ever-growing social 
insecurity for millions of men and women because of the rise in unemployment, 


put also plunges the most underpriveleged members of our societies into “new 
poverty”. 


Je also recognize with disgust the scandalous way in which the rich countries 
sonstantly squander resources —- thereby plundering the raw material assets of 
the poor countries with no consideration at all for the basic vital needs of 
their population. 


Je are scandalized by the frenetic arms race and by the ever-growing amounts 
of money sacrificed to it. We are afraid of the unlimited increase in 
sophistication and spiralling production of new weapons of mass destruction, 
which not only endanger millions of human lives but also the ecological 
balance of the planet. In this connection we must also denounce the constant 
onslaught on the natural environment — the fruit of God's creation. 


On the threshold of the new millenium we are today ever more aware of the 
urgency of fighting to preserve the creation of God. As disciples of Christ 
we must seek the path of peace and follow it, and prepare in this world for 
the world to come. We must also remain vigilant and not allow ourselves to 
be overcome by any kind of pseudo-mystical fatalism. ... We are appealing to 
other Christians so that together we can lead the struggle for peace. 


We implore you in the name of Christ to keep watch wherever you live, like a 


guard who raises the alarm at the sign of danger. We ask you to give 
untiring support to all efforts in your town and country to promote peace and 
implement a higher degree of justice. We ask you to actively work towards 


raising awareness and spreading information amongst the people around you 
about the dangers which face humanity, with particular attention to peace 
education, so that the year 1986 - the UN International Year of Peace - will 
have the success it deserves. 


Lastly, the time has come to combine our forces so that Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 
vision of a World-wide Council of Churches for Peace, which has been around 
for 50 years already and which was subsequently well received by the first 
general secretary of the CPC, should become a reality. 


Dear sisters and brothers, we also wish to thank you for the constant interest 
and support which you can give us in our uphill struggle for peace. Time is 
short - the hour has come for all Christians, all churches, all people of 
goodwill to hear and obey the call of the living God to “choose life". 

Choose life for yourself - choose life for your children, choose life so that 
we can share it with future generations. Choose life for the whole of 
creation - blessed by the Lord - who died and rose again -— the Reconciler and 


Prince of Peace. 
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ECUTEXT: "CPC Appeal to Christians Throughout the World” EPS 85.07.41 


[This is excerpted from a text of the Sixth All-Christian Peace Assembly 
(Prague, 2-9 July;) of the Christian Peace Conference. ] 


... We call on you in Christ's name to rejoice with us. We have been made 
freshly aware of the great gift of Life, so fragile and vulnerable, and so 
threatened in our day. Life ,is a.sacred gift ~ ‘a trust.for .which we are 
responsible and answerable - which is ours to enjoy and enhance, but not curs 
to destroy or deface. 


We have rejoiced too in the great ecumenical family, to which in Christ we 
belong. We truly represented the Oikoumene, more than 800 men and women from 
every corner of earth, from more than 90 countries in all continents, from 
every major Christian confession and from different political systems and 
ideologies. We were moved also to welcome the representatives of other great 
world religions, and to see how fully we shared with them the same reverence 
fomelife. | 


We call on you in Christ's name to sorrow with us. Life is in peril as never 


before. Over us hangs the constant and growing threat of nuclear holocaust 
and winter, and the instability and increasing danger of the senseless and 
costly arms race. For many of us, death is not just a, future feat, but_a 
present experience. The idols of military pride demand human sacrifice - the 
arms race is at the expense of the hunger, dependence and exploitation of the 
poor of the world. Every missile kills now, Millions of children die of 


hunger or preventable disease. The wretched of the earth are ignored. 


We call on you in Christ's name to choose life. We reaffirmed and extended 
the remarkable ecumenical consensus on peace and justice. This rejects 
nuclear weapons as a crime against humanity and denies that the arms race and 
the deterrent policies can ever produce security, but rather make the world 
daily more dangerous, We backed the majority of the world's nations ... in 
calling for a freeze on nuclear weapons as the first step to phased abolition, 
and asked all nations to say they will never be the first to use these weapons. 


We recognize the greatly-increased instability, danger and expense that would 
result from the extension of the arms race into space. On grounds which are 
moral, political and scientific, but chiefly spiritual, we are convinced that 
the so-called "Star War” .development, combined with the new "first strike" 
weapons deployed on earth, cannot be justified and make the world more and 
more insecure, 


We called for a new international economic order where there will be at least 
basic justice for the poor, and supported the painful struggles of those whe 
seek to free themselves from centuries of oppression and dependence, among 
whom are so many of our Christian sisters and brothers. We reaffirm that 
God's concern is with the whole of life - recognize that we must learn to live 
together as neighbours in a world threatened with death and decay, and resolve 
anew on the basis of our faith, hope and love, to pray, witness and struggle 
for peace, for justice, and for the integrity of creation. 


We call on you in Christ's name to share with us. The hour is late! In the 
coming International Year of Peace 1986, the Christian Peace Conference, with 
the new authority of our assembly, will be embarking on national, regional and 


world-wide programmes of peace education and confidence-building. To be real 
these must be local - in every congregation and in every heart. in Gotier = 
name, share with us now. The hour is late - God calls you to choose life. 
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ECUTEXT: CPC Appeal to the Heads of all Governments" EPS 85.07.42 


[This is excerpted from a text of the Sixth All-Christian Peace Assembly 
(Prague, 2-9 July;) of the Christian Peace Conference. Theme of the assembly 
was "God Calls; Choose Life; The Hour is Late."] 


-». We are deeply alarmed by the continued acceleration of the nuclear arms 
race and we believe that if it is not stopped, there is very little prospect 
that humanity will survive even to the end of this century. 


We are told that even now if the Soviet Union or the United States of America 
were to explode less than one percent of either of their stockpiles of 
existing nuclear weapons, the result would be a nuclear winter affecting the 
entire world and bringing to an abrupt end all life on our planet. 


Despite this horrible fact, the insanity of our situation is such that the 
nuclear arms race continues unabated, the number of nations developing nuclear 
weapons is growing and increasingly scarce resources are being used up in the 
manufacture of such weapons. 


The excuse for the arms race is that of national security, but we know that 
with each new development in nuclear arms technology, human beings are 
rendered less secure and life itself becomes more vulnerable. 


We are also deeply aware of the terrible costs of this arms race. In a world 
which knows massive starvation, where millions of people do not have the basic 
necessities of life to survive, we believe that it is morally indefensible to 
spend billions of dollars on weapons of death. 


The intolerable burden of the arms race falls most heavily upon the poor and 
upon Third World nations. In that regard it is already the cause of untold 
misery and death. 


On behalf of men, women and children everywhere, we beg you to exert all of 
your power to bring to an end the nuclear arms race. We ask you to take 
initiatives to bring about a freeze on the development, testing, manufacture 
and deployment of nuclear weapons. 


We ask for the strengthening of the Treaty for the Non-Proliferation of 
nuclear weapons whose next review conference will take place in September 
1985. We urge you to oppose any attempts to extend the arms race to outer 
space. 


We appeal to you to support the present treaties establishing nuclear weapon- 
free zones and to promote the formation of additional zones in other parts of 
the world 


The hour is late: time is running out. We are deeply convinced that the 
only way to preserve life must involve the urgent and arduous task of a 
world-wide nuclear disarmament. Short of this we shall continue to move 
inexorably towards the suicide of the entire human family. 


In light of this, we commit ourselves to work tirelessly for peace. We look 
to you for leadership in this struggle against the nuclear arms race, In 
your position you face the enormous challenge and possibility of working as a 
peace-maker, We pledge our fullest support to those leaders of the nations 
who with us seek to choose life, life with justice for all. ... 
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ECUTEXT: “CPC Letter to US, USSR Presidents" EPS 85.07.43 


[This item is excerpted from texts of the Sixth All-Christian Peace Assembly 
(Prague, 2-9 July;) of the Christian Peace Conference. ] 


To Ronald Reagan: ... No nation has the moral right to threaten human 
extinction for the sake of any political or ideological values, whatever their 
nature. In our world this means that political and ideological systems must 
learn to co-exist and to interact peaceably and constructively. Constructive 
interaction clearly involves struggle and criticism, but the issues are far 
too complex and dangerous to allow either side to caricature the other as evil 
or to presume moral rectitude as its own possession. Such a mentality leads 
nations into crusades and history is replete with examples of the dire moral 
consequences of crusades. ... 


We address you, Mr President, as the leader of a nation in whose founding and 
history noble human values have been espoused. ... We beg you on behalf of men 
and women and children everywhere to exert all your power to bring an end to 
the threat of the arms race. Specifically, we ask you to abandon the Star 
Wars project since, even if successful at such great cost, this defence would 
not be able to prevent nuclear winter and would result in the militarization 
of even the space which surrounds our planet. 


We ask you to take initiative which would lead your country to declare that it 
will not make first use of nuclear weapons. We beg your support of a freeze 
on nuclear weapons research, production and deployment. We urge you to seek 
with the Soviet Union to establish a fund for Third World development 
consisting of annual contributions from both countries equalling one percent 
of the military budget of each nation. We believe that the impact of your 
leadership in such directions would be the greatest gift and service that you 
could render to the world community and would win for you a place in history 
as one of its greatest peacemakers. ... 


We commend you and your people for the aid which you have shown this year in 
relation to aiding the victims of famine in Africa. ... We pray for you, Mr 
President, and for ourselves that by. God's grace we may all find ways to 
preserve that life, liberty and pursuit of happiness which was the vision of 
your nation's founders and the cause for which they gladly sacrificed so much. 


To Andrei Gromyko: ... We know that the Soviet state was created on the basis 
of lofty ideals of peace and fellowship/brotherhood between all nations, 
humane principles of equality and social justice for all its citizens. We pay 
homage to the continued efforts made by your country to deliver from nuclear 
destruction. ... 


We support the repeated proposals made by your country to reduce the military 
budget, by percentage or in absolute figures, of the states that possess a 
great military potential and to allocate the released resources to relief to 
developing countries. We are convinced that the world public would 
enthusiastically receive a decision by the USA and the USSR to proceed already 
now to allocate one percent of their military budgets to the meeting of needs 
of underdeveloped countries. ... 


We assure you that Christian peace circles throughout the world pray for the 
achievement of the sacred goal - the world without arms and wars. ... We pray 
the Lord of power may strengthen you and grant all the necessary things to 
make your lofty service a success. ... 
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EPS Telephone/Telex Changes: Through 20 August, the EPS telephone number in 
Geneva is 022/91 61 32. Through 8 August, the EPS editor can be reached in 
Buenos Aires at 01/393 2010 or 01/393 2060. Also during that period, telexes 
can be sent to the regular EPS telex number in Geneva (23 423 oik ch) or to 
Buenos Aires (17013 bauen ar or 17028 or 17830). Buenos Aires time is GMI -3. 


The WCC Commission on Faith and Order meets in Stavanger (Norway), 13-25 
August. A limited number of hotel rooms is being held for journalists until 5 
August. 


Coverage planned: EPS plans coverage of the following, in issues to be mailed 
as follows: 
01 August: central committee, World Council of Churches 
Ninth World Council, World Alliance of YMCAs 
05 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
07 August: 16th [World Quaker] Triennial Meeting 
(continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: YMCA council) 
12 August: (continued: WCC committee) 
(continued: Quaker meeting) 
26 August: WCC Commission on Faith and Order 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMI every Tuesday. However, there is no 
deadline the week of 11 August, and the deadline for the following week is 
Thursday, 22 August (0/00 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


Repeopling the Depeopled: Christian Perspectives on Participation in 
Development, is available from the Asia Alliance of YMCAs, 23 Waterloo Road, 
Kowloon, Hong Kong. Its four main sections are "What is Development?” 
"Development Tasks," "Ways of Working,” and “Responding Through Faith in 
Development Action.” 


By Our Lives: Stories of Women - Today and in the Bible is a new collection 
available from the WCC Sub-unit on Women in Church and Society, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The foreword says the booklet is “meant to encourage women 
and men to re-read our Christian tradition in the light of the new experiences 
of women, and to become aware of attitudes which deeply influence our lives 
and beliefs, not based on the gospel, but on dominant cultural values.” 


Geoffrey Bould, 42 Richmond Drive, Watford WD1l 3BG, Herts, England, UK writes 
that he is collecting letters, diaries, testimonies written during or after 
detention, and statements in court of people now or once in prison for reasons 
of conscience who have not advocated violence. He says royalties from the 
publication will be donated to human rights groups. He asks those who can 
refer him to or loan him such writings to contact him. 


In EPS 85.07.09, change the second number in the fourth last line to 92. 
In EPS 85.07.39, change the number in the first line to l/. 


CUMENICAL PROBLEMS Ecumenical Press 
N PAPUA NEW GUINEA Service 85.07.45 


ORT MORESBY (Papua New Guinea) (EPS) - Serious problems with the programme 
nd finances of the Melanesian Council of Churches are detailed by the 
cumenical, church-owned general news weekly, "Times of Papua New Guinea”. 


n its edition for the first week of July, the newspaper says MCC members 
appear not to be very concerned” about the 50 percent deficit in the 1985 MCC 
udget. A meeting late last month to discuss the situation was attended by 
nglican Bishop Rhynold Sonana and Salvation Army Major Bob Newman, but by no 
ne representing the other MCC members - Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and United. 


ast February, at the MCC annual meeting, it was agreed member denominations 
ould double their annual membership fees, but so far only the Evangelical 
utheran Church of Papua New Guinea has done so, the paper reports. 


n ecumenical service to mark the MCC's 20th anniversary (23 June) attracted a 
ongregation of 30, including the governor general, a few diplomats, and the 
etired bishop who preached, but no heads of MCC denominations. MCC Council 
hairman Jim Baital, a Lutheran pastor, called the service a “sad occasion ... 
ery discouraging.” 


n an editorial in the same issue, the newspaper recalls the “happy, 
ptimistic era” when the council was formed. But, it notes, "The MCC has been 
oing, like the nation, through hard times. ... It is clear", the paper adds, 
hat the “ecumenical endeavour and drive that brought the churches together, 
hat fired some of the brightest Melanesian thinking, and that produced some 
reat practical results ... has now burned out. The priorities of today are 
ifferent. They amount to separate survival.” 


he paper describes the MCC's current administrative ability as “pathetic” 
wecause of church leaders' attitudes and policies. "Are they prepared to 
second top people from their own churches to work with the MCC, or to find the 
ight money to attract high-quality staff? After months of crisis, the answer 
ss obviously no", the paper concludes. 


the editorial observes that "in small ways, ecumenism continues to advance. A 
lew journal of Melanesian theology has just been launched, for instance. The 
rison Fellowship continues to spread its vital work around the country. At 
the personal level, relations between mainline Christians continue to thrive. 
fet, where the MCC should be, at the heart, there is a hole", it says. 


fost Dutch Lutheran parishes favour maintaining identity EPS 85.07.46 
THE HAGUE (EPS) - A survey of the 60-or-so Lutheran congregations in the 


letherlands shows that nearly three-quarters of them prefer to retain a 
seprate identity, rather than forging closer organizational links with the 
ceformed. (Roman Catholics and Reformed are the numerically-dominant 
whristian traditions in the country.) The Dutch Lutheran synod this November 
is to consider the question. 


Tourism coalition appoints programme co-ordinator EPS 85.07.47 
3ANGKOK (EPS) - The Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism, based here, 


las appointed Koson Srisang as its programme co-ordinator, effective 1 July. 
fost recently, Koson, a former general secretary of the [United] Church of 
Shrist in Thailand, was an executive secretary with the Commission on the 
Shurches' Participation in Development of the Geneva-based World Council of 
shurches. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/25 Hong Kong Educators: "Democratisation and Schools" EPS 85.07.48 


[This item is excerpted from a statement by 25 of the approximately 60 
principals and teachers who attended a seminar sponsored by the Hong Kong 
Christian Council. It appeared in longer form in the June issue of the HKCC 
quarterly "News and Views". ] 


To facilitate Hong Kong's political transition from a Crown colony to a 
democratic self-governing SAR of the PRC in 1997, the promotion of civic 
education is absolutely essential. In addition to fostering a sense of 
national identity and imparting knowledge about civil and human rights, civic 
education has another important task, that is to cultivate a democratic 
awareness and a sense of responsibility among Hong Kong's citizens. 


It is no longer disputable that the promotion of civic education in school 
requires prompt attention and action. However, if it is to achieve its 
desired results, civic education must not be formalistic. Its content must 
be comprehensive, life-centred and action-orientated. More important, it must 
be conducted in an open and democratic environment. In other words, if civic 
education is to be successfully carried out in school, democratisation of the 
school administration is a sine qua non. 


We believe in democracy. Everyone in the school —- from managers to school- 
parents, teachers to janitors - is entitled to participate in the school 
polity, though to varying degrees. In a nutshell, to democratise the school 


administration means to provide opportunities for all members in the school 
community to participate in the consultative, decision-making supervisory and 
evaluative processes of various aspects of the school. It gives concrete 
expression to freedom, openness, equality, mutual respect, etc. those values a 
teacher is expected to inculcate in his students. 


To what extent and in what areas different quarters of the school community 
participate in the _ school administration vary with the seriousness and 
complexity of different issues. In any case, democratisation of the school 
administration itself is an education for those involved. Modern management 
experience attests that an open participatory system engenders greater 
enthusiasm, initiative and creativity from theerank ‘and!file,. <.. 

Let it be said that we are not suggesting to turn the school into an arena of 
power struggle. The aim of democratising the school administration as we see 
it, is not to serve the interests of a handful of power-hungry individuals but 
to create a democratic environment in which the younger generations can learn 
and develop a genuine concern for Hong Kong and its people. 


In this age of drastic changes, the education system in Hong Kong needs to be 
overhauled. Democratisation of the school administration enables both the 
teachers and the students through their participation to reflect more deeply 
and critically on educational matters. It is without doubt a great leap 
forward. ... In any case, democratisation of the school administration itself 
is an education for those involved. Modern management experience attests 
that an open participatory system engenders greater enthusiasm, initiative and 
creativity from the rank and file. 


Democratisation of the school administration cannot be attained without an 
over-all reform of the political system. Educators must, therefore, not be 
content with seeking democratic reforms in schools. They too must take part 
in setting up a democratic political system for Hong Kong. ... 


EPS 


CUVIEW/Joel McClellan: "World War II Anniversaries" EPS 85.07.49 


McClellan directs the Quaker United Nations Office in Geneva. This item 
ppeared in the office's current (April-July) newsletter. The reference to 
GOs is to non-governmental organizations. ] 


his year, we seem to have been flooded with invitations to meetings, mostly 
f NGOs, where the main agenda item is to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 


he fight against facism and nazisn. The strongest support for the 
atherings seems to come from organizations who tend to be uncritical 
upporters of the USSR and its allies. Many delegates come with prepared 


peeches which are clearly designed to thrust pins into the voodoo dolls of 
azism and facism with the apparent intention of pricking the western 
apitalist countries. These are deemed to harbor many of the evil forces 
reviously manifested in the Third Reich. We have found the meetings to be 
edious, full of repetitive rhetoric, and unconstructive. 


ore importantly, however, we feel very uncomfortable celebrating a military 
ictory and we have been trying to communicate our feelings to the people with 
hom we work. [Associate Quaker UN Representative] Judith [Martin] wrote to 
he president of an NGO committee proposing to hold an international symposium 
o celebrate the 40th anniversary of the victory of World War II, that “our 
ork is concerned with reconciliation and we do not see that this conference 


ould further the progress of reconciliation”. ... 


t is difficult for many of our NGO colleagues, with whom we make a common 
ause for peace and justice, to understand that we cannot accept the taking of 
ife - even in the cause of peace or justice. This is particularly true of 
eople from countries or groups who suffered greatly during the Nazi period. 

. Hungarian friend was astonished at our position for he saw the victory as 
he result of a concentrated effort of his people to defend their families and 
oved ones from an obvious evil. He found it hard to believe that there are 
eople who are so convinced about the sacredness of human life and the 
mportance of never using violence that they would not use violence to defend 
heir own families. 


had to admit to him that for me personally this is impossible to answer in 
‘he abstract. Discussing the same issue around the family dinner table, I 
yas faced, not for the first time, with one of those bottom-line questions; 
‘But Dad, you would defend us, wouldn't you?" My rather weak-kneed reply was 
-hat I honestly am unable to reply to such a hypothetical question. I can 
2asily imagine my conscience being elbowed aside by my love - or fear. I do 
ow, however, that even such a successful defence would not be a moment for 
-ejoicing, but rather a moment of lament for the conditions which force some 
9f us to use violence against that of God in our adversaries. 


Je have tried, also, to explain that our reaction is not an attempt to turn 
sur backs on the lessons of history. On the contrary, history is far too 
important to be relegated to the speeches of officials every 10 or 15 years. 
[t is to be studied, remembered, and reflected upon day in and day out. 


Thus, we don't mean to criticize those who went to the defence of their 
families, but we do need to remind them why we cannot celebrate a victory of 
violence - even when it has been a successful defence. The six million Jews 
and the twenty million Russians stand as a monument to what in human terms was 
a defeat for us all, a loss of humanity because human beings are unable to get 
their act together. This 40th anniversary is a time of mourning, sorrow and 
despair. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ulrich Becker: "Ecumenical Learning” EPS 85.07.50 


[Becker is education director for the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item is excerpted from the latest (no. 1, 1985) issue of the 
WCC “Education Newsletter". ] 


In the past, the term “ecumenical learning" or “ecumenical education" or 
“education for ecumenism" was very often used to describe the task of 
informing and teaching about the history and the present expressions of the 
ecumenical movement. So, important though it might be to get information 
about what God is doing through the ecumenical movement to draw his people 
into one, this can be only a part of the whole ecumenical learning process. 


Therefore, we would like to use the term here in a much broader and more 
comprehensive understanding. ... “Learning involves a global consciousness of 
God's will and way". This biblically-founded definition of learning, which we 
have sometimes forgotten, helps to envisage the task of ecumenical learning in 
a clearer way. Such learning enables us to hold together: 


- our relationship to God and ... to all human beings the world over; 

- our learning in our own denomination and ... of all denominations ...; 

- our home (oikos) and the home of others - the world is finally our home; 
- learning God's will for the whole inhabited earth and doing this will. 


Here it seems necessary to mention one misunderstanding which very often 
occurs in this connection. Ecumenical learning, as outlined, is not a task 
which Christian educators have to take up and carry out in addition to all 
that they are already doing traditionally; for instance an additional course 
on ecumenics, on global outlook and world Christianity tacked on to the 
traditional instruction, which already demands time and energy enough. 


If our definition of the biblical meaning of learning is correct (“learning 
involves a global consciousness of God's will and way"), then ecumenical 
learning penetrates the totality of our Christian education activities, 
whenever, wherever and however they take place; it is part of each lesson in 
a Sunday school, each discussion in a youth group, part of the living and 
learning together in a faith community. 


We do not introduce a new programme; we emphasize rather a dimension of all 
learning activities in a Christian community. Ecumenical learning is the 
discovery, together with others, of God's will and way in my own sphere in a 
world-wide context, so that my horizons are widened and my will is 
strengthened to be right with God and with others. 


I start my discoveries of God's will and way in my own sphere, in my own 
house, in my own denomination. But by placing them in a world-wide context, 
in a global ecumenical perspective, they often acquire a different perspective 
and a different weight. So it happens that new horizons change our agenda, 
as the oikoumene (the whole inhabited earth) with its problems and 
experiences, embarrassments and assistance, changes life in our churches. 


Therefore where the biblical task of ecumenical learning has been taken up 
seriously people discover that it is necessary to re-examine goals, contents, 
methods and structures of our Christian educational activities. ... [As 4a 
result], (1) Christians and churches discover themselves in the context of the 
oikoumene; (2) ... discover their common responsibility in the field of 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation; [and] (3) ... discover an 
ecumenical life-style and a new spirituality. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: “Edinburgh 1985" EPS 85.07.51 


[This item is excerpted from an address to a student conference in Edinburgh, 
24-28 June, which marked the 75th anniversary of the 1910 International 
Missionary Conference in that city. Castro is general secretary of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. See also EPS 85.06.31. ] 


We celebrate with emotion the great conference which, in 1910, opened so many 
pathways for the mission of the Christian church. We cannot but be grateful, 
because Edinburgh was the beginning of the initial manifestation of the 


ecumenical movement in this century. The World Council of Churches, 
recognized as one of these main roads the missionary calling of Edinburgh, the 
ecumenical vision of mission all over the world. And many of our churches 


exist today as a consequence of the vision and the passion of all who 
participated in this city in 1910. Edinburgh and all that it symbolized has 
changed for ever the face of Christianity in the world. 


Of course our gratitude does not make us blind to many shadows of Edinburgh 
that corresponded to the historical moment of the meeting. As a Latin 
American myself, I remember with a certain sadness the fact that Latin 
American Protestant missionaries were not accepted in Edinburgh because it was 
argued that that region belonged to the Roman Catholic church, We also 
criticize the prevailing assumptions at Edinburgh about “Christian 
territories", whence the gospel would be taken to pagan nations of the 
world. We also look with a certain nostalgic appraisal at the optimism of 
the Victorian era and the convictions that whatever was decided by Christian 
leaders in the North Atlantic would certainly have consequences for the rest 
of the world. 


-.. Yes, Edinburgh was fundamentally a North Atlantic conference, with a token 
presence of people coming from nations which today we would term Third 
World. But in any case the passion to communicate the gospel was present; 
love for people still unknown was the motivating force for the conviction that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ was not the private property of the churches of the 
North Atlantic. Edinburgh, with the limitations that corresponded to their 
particular time and culture, with the optimism of a world that is no more, 
provided inspiration and strength for many to commit their lives to the 
spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ. May we here, meeting 75 years 
later, through our reflections eliminate all that is dated, all that is past, 
from the findings of the Edinburgh Conference of 1910, but at the same time 
let us keep clear the communality of vision, the reality of that same calling, 
and discover the path of obedience that corresponds to our situation today. 


In fact the world has changed dramatically since Edinburgh. The First World 
War indicated the breaking down of any illusions about Christendom, as well as 
any illusions about human capacity to preserve peace in the world and justice 
for the whole human community. The socialist revolutions have taken hold of 
about 40 percent of the earth's population, and have organized societies 
around a philosophy that would like to be seen as in opposition to the 
religious and spiritual convictions of the Christian church. 


Churches which, over the centuries, were the cultural centres of their 
mations, are today pushed into the periphery, and new powerful centres - 
political parties, ideological perspectives - are consciously attempting to 
permeate the lives of entire populations. We cannot now, as in 1910, 
consider the sending of missionaries from certain countries to others as being 
the main arm of our missionary enterprise, because in most of those countries 
any kind of foreign presence in the name of the gospel of Jesus Christ would 
be prevented. 
(over) 


Edinburgh 1985/2 


But also our world is witnessing now as never before the resurgence of 
traditional religions. It is a fact that in the missionary expansion of the 
church very little inroad has been made among the populations that are 
faithful to highly-organized religious systems, such as Islam, Buddhism, and 
Hinduism. Today, those religions are no more on the defensive; they will 
not be passive recipients of thé Christian gospel. They have discovered 
their protagonistic role in modern history and their missionaries are crossing 
all the borders of the earth. 


The Islamic renaissance should not be reduced in our ‘understanding to a kind 
of political military crusade against the _ occident. It..is. also. the 
affirmation of values and of the conviction that the western style of society 
is not doing justice to the visions of religion and to the aspirations of the 
human heart. The attractions that gurus and teachers of oriental religions 
are providing for young people in western countries also indicate the richness 
of those traditions and their power to provide answers to questions being 
raised by those who are victims - at least intellectually and emotionally - of 
the consumer society developed by western nations. 


In fact, the pluralist society is here to stay. Gone are the times when, 
from a central point, we could plan for the whole world, knowing that certain 
consequences would follow. Long gone are the times when the church, one 
church, was the only centre of values for the whole of society. Today our 
Christian convictions need to be demonstrated in the market place, in dialogue 
- why not? - even in competition with ideas and convictions belonging to 


entirely different systems of thought and spiritual perception. 


We are very much aware of the acute differences between rich and _ poor 
countries, between rich and poor people. While Edinburgh could envisage the 
future with faith that the spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ could also 
mean blessings in other fields too, including the material life of the people. 


Today, 75 years later, we realize how the colonial exploitation that went 
hand-in-hand with the missionary expansion of the church has produced an 
economic world order where the poor are becoming poorer and the rich are 
becoming richer. We hail theologies of liberation, theology of the people, 
African theologies, and so on, as new achievements of churches in former 
missionary territories, but we need to recognize that those theological 
systems have been developed in the midst of oppressive situations that demand 
from the Christian not only theological, intellectual understanding, but a 
life commitment to change the root causes of oppression, 


Of course, the world has changed also for the better since Edinburgh 1 ore 


The Christian church is today planted in almost every nation. It is also 
true that inside many of our nations there are still groups of people with no 
access at all to the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ. However, in 


practically all countries of the earth there is a national Christian church, 
which, even in the worst possible scenario of total isolation of a nation, is 
still there keeping alive the flame of the gospel and being the intercessory 
people, the “pars pro toto", the blessing for the whole nation. We also 
realize that, thanks to Edinburgh, an ecumenism of common witness has seen the 
light today in a way that could not have been envisaged before Edinburgh 
1910, We realize too that in our pluralist societies, the coming together of 
Christians is essential in order to proclaim and lead people to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: “The WCC in Argentina” EPS 385407552 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
The 37th approximately annual meeting of the WCC central committee is in 
Buenos Aires, 28 July-8 August. This edited interview is abridged from SOEPI, 
French-language counterpart of EPS. It was translated by Franklin Ishida. ] 


[What is the significance of the committee's meeting for Latin America?] 


What is of fundamental importance is the expression of universal Christian 
solidarity with the churches of Latin America at a moment when these churches 
are seeking to walk with the people in order to find solutions to the most 
distressing problems. Thus, when the churches of Asia, Africa, Oceania, 
western and eastern Europe, the United States, and Canada join the struggle 
for human dignity, Latin America is encouraged. 


Many parts of the churches are engaged in this struggle and there is a whole 
series of reflections regarding this, known as liberation theology, which 
originates in Latin America. The churches of other continents come to Latin 
America to gain from this experience, to learn from it, to show solidarity in 
all directions, a solidarity not only with the churches of Latin America, but 
also an expression of solidarity of the churches in Latin America with those 
in other countries and in the world. The significance of this meeting is thus 
closely connected with the role the churches play in resolving the problems 
of Latin America. 


[How should we evaluate the development of the principal programmes of the WCC 
in Latin America, especially in countries such as Chile, Argentina, and 
Brazil?] 


I repeat, the WCC does not have a Latin America programme. iris the 
churches, Christian groups, which have programmes. In reality, your question 
is “how do we evaluate the programmes of the churches which the World Council 
helps out with?” 


I would say that the most important engagement of the WCC in Latin America is 
its support for programmes which I would describe as in defence of human 
rights, which have been begun in all the countries of the continent. The 
struggle has been very difficult in Argentina and still continues. One can 
rejoice at the demands made today by Christians and other activists, supported 
by thy WCC, engaged in a process of defending fundamental human rights. 


I am Uruguayan. Several years ago, Uruguay had the world record of political 
prisoners and, happily, all of them are now liberated. Today there is a 
climate of full freedom. There are still a number of problems which must be 
resolved and the WCC continues to support the churches there. What is 
significant is the presence of the churches, through the intermediary of the 
WCC, at the level of solidarity with those fighting the oppressive system and 
those tackling the difficulties of Latin America. 


We are in Central America to assist all the efforts by the churches to protect 
refugees, to pose questions on peace, to make sure that the embargo on 
Nicaragua does not cause the poor to suffer. We have therefore made an 
international appeal to provide food, medication, and clothes for the poor of 
these countries. The council listens carefully to the demands of the Latin 
American churches, and seeks to mobilise world opinion and support from the 
churches throughout the world. We thus achieve much, thanks to an initiative 
which must always come from the churches and from local situations. 


(over) 


castro interview/2 
[How do conservative tendencies in the church affect Latin America?] 


While it is certain that there is a conservative tendency within the churches, 
especially among those of western Europe and the United States, there is also 
a tendency towards liberation within the church. The advantage of the 
ecumenical movement is that churches from the whole world are together in it. 
Thus, some churches can have a conservative tendency but, in ecumenical 
dialogue, be confronted with the obligation to respond to the concrete reality 
of African, Asian, and Latin American churches. It is therefore impossible to 
be conservative in the strict sense of the word in the contemporary world. 


When Christians in Latin America actively criticise the politics of the world 
powers towards Latin America, Christians of these powers listen, but perhaps 
do not understand because of their ideology, and because the means of mass 
communication give a politicized account of the situation. Still, in the 
interaction of Christians with their brothers and sisters in all the countries 
of the world, conservatism as such cannot prevail. 


[What are the most important themes for Latin America of the WCC meeting? ] 


The problem of justice demands an existential, historical response. For us 
Christians, the justice of God is a justice which justifies, which raises 
people up and gives them a renewed possibility of life. The existential 
question in Argentina is how to speak of reconciliation and forgiveness if, at 
the same time, the reality of the sin - the oppression and the assassinations 
- is not yet officially recognised. In the rest of the continent, the 
question of God's justice is closely connected with God's preferential love 
towards the poor. 


The justice of God does not destroy. It is a restoring, recontructive 
justice, which invites Christians to side with the marginal, the poorest, in 
order to transcend all marginality. Our discussions at Buenos Aires should 
produce inspiration, fermentation, spiritual and intellectual food, 
challenges, and encouragement so that the Christians of the continent can 
discover the possiblity of getting involved and working for the liberation of 
the whole continent. I think the passionate discussion of the justice of God 
will have a lot to do and say for the situation on our continent. 


[What is your personal reaction to the Vatican measures against Brazilian 
theologian Leonardo Boff?] 


My personal reaction is the same as the official one. We strongly deplore 
that, within the Catholic Church, there is recourse to such disciplinary 
measures; we think this measure is much less severe than traditional measures; 
and we recognise that brother Boff has decided to accept this measure, not as 
a punishment, but as an invitation to think, 


And, we must not be more royalist than the king; we must accept the right of a 
church to maintain internal discipline. It is simply that at the WCC, we 
deplore the fact that, within a sister church, there can be recourse to such 
disciplinary measures. We continue to think that theological freedom, 
theological creativity, are vital in the life of the church, and that it 
should do all it can to encourage the creativity of its theologians. To 
silence ideas has never been welcomed in the ecumenical world. We hope that 
brother Leonardo can bring his theological and spiritual contribution to the 
whole church, to the Catholic church as well as to the ecumenical movement. 
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fCUVIEW/Sathianathan Clarke: "The Cross in the Streets of Madras" EPS 85.07.53 


[This item is abridged from the June issue of the newsletter of the youth 
sub-unit of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Clarke is a 
presbyter of the [United] Church of South India. ] 


Holy Saturday of 1985 was significantly different in Madras, India. The 
youth of the Church of South India (CSI), Madras Diocese, entered into the 
spirit of Good Friday and Easter by participating in a meaningful seven- 
kilometre cross-bearing protest march. 


In obedience to the call for "Peace, Participation and Development" which is 
the theme for the International Youth Year, about 5,000 young people of the 
Diocese braved the summer heat and each with a cross to carry, marched in 
symbolic solidarity with the oppressed, exploited and voiceless of the country. 


The cross-bearing walk began from the cathedral compound after a_ short 
meaningful reflection on the relevance and purpose of this act of witness. 
This was followed by an act of oath taken by all the youth who made a solemn 
pledge to live by the values of the Cross which involves suffering, shame and 
perhaps even death in order to bring life in all its fullness for the 
under-—privileged of our country. 


The walk, which was led by the bishop, assistant bishop, general secretary of 
the synod and officers of the diocese, culminated in the presentation of a 
memorandum to the Tamilnad governor urging the government to take their five 
demands seriously: 


(1) Harijan Christians should be included in the scheduled caste list so as 
to entitle them to all privileges given to Hindu Harijans. The policy of the 
government fails to recognize Christian Harijans as Harijans, which is 
injustice since it deprives them of government concessions just because they 
have embraced the Christian faith. 


(2) The government of India should use its influence to protect human rights 
in Sri Lanka and attempt to put an end to all forms of ethnic violence. 


(3) The problem of unemployed youth must be taken seriously and _ the 
International Youth Year could be used as an occasion to implement employment 
generating schemes. 


(4) Legislative measures must be taken to fight exploitation of women and 
children in Tamilnad. 


(5) The government must continue to use its position to stop the 
international arms race and nuclear build-up. 


The protest march was a new form of Christian witness within a context where 
Christianity is a minority phenomenon. And the significance of bearing the 
cross emphasized to the public the dual motive of Christ's solidarity through 
this symbol with the oppressed, marginalized and downtrodden, and _ the 
solidarity of His people through the way of the Cross in ... suffering. 


Reflection on this protest march must start with the affirmation that this was 
not just another programme of the youth department of the diocese. Rather, it 
can well be considered a project ... because it projects a depth of 
theological insights which must be taken seriously since it involves the 
symbolic musings of a new and searching generation. 


(over) 


Holy Saturday/2 


... [IL now speculate on the theological insights which seem to me factors that 
undergird the project] in the hope that these signs of the quest of the new 
generation will lead us all to continuous reflection on the meaning of our 
actions, projects, and praxis. 


The secularization of the Cross was an obvious and important dimension that 
emerged through the protest march. In organizing and participating in the 
cross—bearing protest march the youth were purposely liberating the Cross from 
its traditional realm of influence (the church) and exploding its dynamism 
into the open-ended arena of the world. ; 


The Cross was thus lifted from its cosy and seemingly harmless sanctuary into 
the action-packed hostile streets of Madras. In other words, the Cross was 
shifted from its mysterious religiosity within the framework of Sunday-based 
Christianity, into the mundane socio-economic and religio-political reality of 
all people. 


Not only was it a sign of the secularization of the Cross but along with this 
was the call to commitment for the secularization of the cause. The 
Christian cause is thus very much a secular cause which involves us with the 
pain, agony, aspiration and hope of people of the world. Both the Cross and 
the Christian cause become relativized to include the integral nature of 
suffering and pain of our own situation and people. 


A sharing in the Cross no longer is only an individual confessional experience 
within a personal credal framework. Rather it is understood as having 
secular implications which relates commitment’ to the cause of the 
under-privileged with commitment to be yoke-fellows in the reality of the 
Cross. 


The Cross is secularized, the cause is secularized and thus the realm of God's 
influence through the power of the Cross is made available to the needy, the 
lowly and the powerless. 


Another message that was emitted through the protest march could not have been 
more relevantky fitting to our national context. The cross-bearing as a 
symbolic means to show our protest along with our solidarity was an overt 
gesture of affirmation of the way of the Cross for socio-political action. 


At a time in which the country is torn by violence, clashes and killings of 
all sorts, the Christian option to struggle must not be ignored. The power of 
the Cross through participatory suffering that is embedded in love is 
proclaimed as a legitimate option in protest. The power of persuasion 
through self-commitment to the cause as against manipulative violence 
motivated by self-interest or vested-interest is upheld and undertaken. 


Finally in participating in the cross-bearing walk to inaugurate the 
International Youth Year, the young people boldly stated that the theme 
"Peace, Participation and Development” cannot be reflected upon apart from 
this resolve to bear the Cross. 


For within our Indian context all notions of peace, all forms of participation 
and all ideologies of development cannot be reflected upon apart from the 
challenge of the Cross. In all this lies the hope that the Lord of Easter 
will bring about the victory of the Cross, even the Cross that the youth have 
opted to bear. 


EPS 


CUVIEW/Alan P.F. Sell: "Reflections on the Revocation of Nantes" EPS 85.07.54 


Sell is theological secretary at the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
hurches, This item is excerpted from the most recent (number 4) in his 
ccasional series, "From the Theological Desk”. ] 


have seen more memorials during my two years as theological secretary than 
n all my earlier years. The ninth-century apostles to the Slavs, Cyril and 
ethodius, were there to greet me in Sophia. There too was Lenin — prominent 
nd looking up; in Budapest he is prominent and looking down; in Turku 
Finland), he is discreetly placed sideways to the road. ... Composers and 
usicians are everywhere. ... The library at the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, 
itwe (Zambia) is a fine memorial to Dag MHammarskjold, the second 
ecretary-general of the United Nations. ... Some of the saddest memorials, of 
ourse, are those erected to the memory of people who lost their lives in time 
f war. ... 


he record of human cruelty is long, and Christians do not have clean hands. 
our-hundred-and-fifty years ago, on 25 May, "19 men and 6 women born in 
olland" were examined at St Paul's [in London]. Fourteen of them were 
ondemned. Two of these were burned in London, the rest in other towns. 
hey were Dutch Anabaptists who had fled from persecution in their homeland 
nly to meet their death in England. 


nd they were not the only ones. Anathematised in Reformed confessions, the 
eirs of those Anabaptists, the Mennonites, are now in conversation with the 
lliance. The report of these conversations, to be published shortly, should 
oth move us to penitence and inspire hope. 


he final session of the Anglican-Reformed dialogue was held at Canterbury. 
hilst there the participants visited the crypt where, in the Black Prince's 
hantry, a Huguenot church meets to this day. In April 1598, by the Edict of 
antes, Henry IV of France gave freedom of conscience and some liberty of 
orship to the Huguenots (Calvinists). Three hundred years ago, in October 
685 the edict was revoked by Louis XIV, and many thousands were driven from 
heir homes, 


olland which had broken from Spain in 1581, and whose Protestants (not least 
he Anabaptists) earlier had suffered much, was now Reformed and welcoming. 


n 1684 there were 2,000 French in Amsterdam. By the end of the century the 
umber had grown to 15,000. Huguenots settled in Germany, Scotland, England 
nd Switzerland, and were to be found as far afield as Boston, New York, South 
arolina, Maryland and Virginia. 


s one historian has said, “Correctly viewed, the history of the Huguenots is 
nm no sense the history of a lost cause. The emigration of the Huguenots 
lust be viewed in the larger relations of world history, wherein Germany, to 
ngland, to the United States, and to other countries, far more than offset 
he damage received by the land which the fugitives forsook, The principles 
or which the Huguenots battled are imperishable." 


lost of the Huguenots and Anabaptists have no memorial which we could visit. 
ur religious liberty is, in part, their memorial. ... Much may be learned 
rom memorial stones. However, let us, by God's grace and with his help, be 
iving stones in the temple of the living God. ... This is our best tribute to 
he faithful of the ages, known or unknown to us, but all known to God. 
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ECUVIEW/Allan Kirton: “Concern for the Caribbean Future” EPS 85.07.55 


[Kirton is general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches. This 
item is the beginning and end of his column in the July issue of the CCC- 
related monthly "Caribbean Contact”. ] 


Even the most starry-eyed student or optimistic analyst of the Caribbean scene 
has cause for some concern when -it comes to making an economic and social 
prognosis for the region. We have been told, and there is much truth in the 
claim, that our open Caribbean society is susceptible to the irresistible and 
overwhelming influences of economic and social activity in the metropoles to 
the point that “if Europe or North America sneezes, the Caribbean catches 
pneumonia”. 


Thus it is that economic decline and social dislocation overseas have 
deleterious effects upon our scene. This, coupled with such ills as are 
endemic or peculiar to our culture, has put us all on a road that seems to 
lead, inexorably, to the Caribbean becoming a part of the Third World's Third 
World. ... 


Every reader could identify elements which contribute to the marginalization 
of the Caribbean person. Time and space do not permit us to explore the 
matter exhaustively. 


If, however, we provoke more extensive reader reflection in this direction, 
we shall have done our duty. But only partially, since a word on perspective 
is necessary. For hand-in-hand with the kind of deficit balance sheet that we 
have tried to highlight, there is a metaphysical or religious rationale for 
coping with the situation. 


One such is the approach which can only be described as a “cop out”. It says 
that such questions are political and that churches and Christians have no 
place in politics. The religious life thus becomes an escape mechanism which 
refuses to face up to the reality. This is the religion which becomes the 
opiate of the people. 


Not coincidentally, the region is being overrun by a new onslaught of 
“evangelical missionary outreach" which is almost exclusively made up of sects 
whose orientation can best be characterized as other-worldly. Paradoxically, 
this outreach constitutes the religious underpinning of the US 
administration's ideological, economic, and social doctrine, and thus it is 
far from being non-political. 


The other approach is one of engagement, not of the type that causes the 
church to be co-opted or swamped, but that which challenges the church to take 
the world seriously, to dialogue with it and hopefully, to redeem it. We 
can, therefore, not afford not to make balanced, profound analyses of our 
reality, to reflect theologically upon it, to seek to discover where God is in 
it all, or how the Christ-presence must be mediated in it. 


Jesus is the source and goal of life in all its fullness. Jesus' people take 
a pro-life option. 


As such, they will not only inform themselves concerning our situation. They 
will also say “no” to the forces of death and, by their positive engagement 
with the world and in the world, say "yes" to life. Our Caribbean world 
continues to wait for serious Christians to take it om and to be an active 
part of the process of renewal. 
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EPS Telephone/Telex Changes: Through 20 August, the EPS telephone number in 
Geneva is 022/91 61 32. Through 8 August, the EPS editor can be reached in 
Buenos Aires at 01/393 2010 or 01/393 2060. Also during that period, telexes 
can be sent to the regular EPS telex number in Geneva (23 423 oik ch) or to 
Buenos Aires (17013 bauen ar or 17028 or 17830). Buenos Aires time is GMT —3. 


Coverage of the plenary meeting of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order 
(Stavanger (Norway), 13-25 August) is planned for the EPS issue to be mailed 
26 August. 


The regular EPS deadline is 0/700 GMT’every Tuesday. However, there is no 
deadline the week of 11 August, and the deadline for the following week is 


Thursday, 22 August (0700 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. : patient 


In EPS 85.07.08, paragraph 5, please change Oslo 1947 to Travancore, India, | in 
1951 (change location and year). 


The July issue of One World, magazine of the World Council of Churches, 
includes articles on US parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church, the refugee 
sanctuary movement, British “root groups” in which young Christians engage in 
short-term social work under church auspices, the WCC Christian Medical . 
Commission, ecumenical activities in Argentina (where the WCC central . 
committee is meeting this year), women in India, and the basis of WCC, 
eal For a sample copy, write WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 


The Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism (Box 9-25, Bangkhen, Bangkok 
10900 Thailand) has published Documentation: Tourisn, Prosté at tin ; 
Development. The coalition describes it as “the first collection of ive btablle 
source material on the issue of prostitution tourism published in English.” 

The coalition adds that it is “not a sensational book, nor is it a 'cold' 
book. It is rich in fact, it is also rich in passion. Its graphics are 
discreet but illustrate the issue.” It is available from the coalition or its 
agents (names and addresses on request to the coalition) in the US, FRG, 
Kenya, Barbados, Australia, and India. The cost is 5 US dollars or 18 FRG 
marks or 8 Australian dollars or 85 Indian rupees, plus postage. 


Christianity and Crisis, a biweekly US opinion magazine, has a new editor —- 
Leon Howell, a C&C contributing editor for the past eight years. He assumes 
his new post in September. He succeeds Robert Hoyt, who resigned effective 15 
July to become a freelance writer, editor, and consultant. As a freelance, 
Howell has written extensively about ecumenical issues. 


‘ CICARWS material, available on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20, includes situation report 23 (18 July) on the situation of drought and 
displaced persons in Ethiopia. Among other things, the report notes that food 
supply problems are hampering the plan of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church to 
open three new emergency centres. To deal with this problem, CICARWS is 
asking for donations-in-kind and/or cash donations over and above the target 
of 5.6 million US dollars for 1985. 


WILL IS LACKING TO IMPLEMENT Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNITY SAYS WCC LEADER Service 85.08.01 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - Churches of the world have progressed toward unity 
"in the Spirit, in prayer, in worship, in the very presence of God" and in 
the "area of our social, political and economic commitment", the chief 
executive of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches told the council's 
central committee (29 July). 


"What we lack is the will to give concrete form to this progress in actual 
decisions by the churches and visible affirmations of unity", WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro said in his report prepared for the 157-member 
committee, holding its annual meeting here (28 July-8 August). 


Castro spoke of the aptness of the often-used symbol of a boat to represent 
the WCC in particular and the ecumenical movement in general ."We are passing 
through troubled waters", he commented, negotiating all sorts of storms, and 
endeavoring to keep on course. 


"But our problem seems to be that we have settled down in the boat, and are 
enjoying the voyage! We know how to get round obstacles and can cope with 
critical situations. What we lack is the longing to arrive, the passionate 
desire to glimpse the harbor ahead, the goal of unity." 


Castro surveyed several "lines of work which hold promise of effectively 
leading to unity", among them theological dialogues involving different 
Christian traditions, acceptance of the principle of a "hierarchy of truths" 
including fundamental truths "which can, one hopes, be formulated, recited, 
and confessed by the whole body of Christ", and world church reaction to the 
1982 international, ecumenical, theological convergence text on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 


In connection with these developments, Castro said theological agreements 
which have emerged from them "demand effective decision-making machinery 
within our churches. In one way or another, we must be prepared to take 
action", he added, noting that in the case of some dialogues (for example 
between Old Catholics and Eastern Orthodox), the question can be asked, 
“What remains to be done? When will there come the moment of mutual 
recognition and full fellowship at the Table of the Lord?" 


"A second aspect of our progress in the field of unity is in the area of 

our social, political and economic commitment", Castro said. He recalled 
that "reconstruction in Europe, the division of the post-war into opposing 
ideological blocs, the awakening of the third world and the movement towards 
national independence have been present from the beginning" in the WCC. 


Castro recalled the "simple outdoor ceremony" at the last WCC assembly 
(in 1983 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada), at which US and Central 
American churcn representatives "pledged themselves to one another in an 
ecumenical cuvs:tment for life in that region of the world ... They were 
Staking their svn existence as church on it’. he observed. 


Nha he acknowiedge ourselves as being within the divine covenant", he said, 

then ao human force can break our solidarity. The covenant for justice 
compels us to question our ecclesiology: in that concrete realm of human 
activity, in wnat sense are we demonstrating, are we living out our common 
membership of the one people of the promise, the people of the covenant 
called into being by God himself? If we have committed ourselves to a common 
search for paths to justice, peace and the integrity of creation’. Castro 
asked, "are we not already more united than we realize?" 


EPS 


EFFECTS OF BOFF CASE Ecumenical Press 
ON ECUMENISM CITED Service 85.08.02 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches says recent Vatican restrictions on Brazilian theologian 
Leonardo Boff are "disturbing" because they seem to "indicate a hardening of 
theological positions within the Catholic church, which has negative 
repercussions on the preaching of the gospel in Latin America, and has 
undoubtedly introduced a note of uncertainty into our ecumenical relations." 


Castro said the first-ever meeting of the 157-member WCC central committee in 
Latin America (here, 28 July-8 August) "compels us to examine" WCC-RC relation- 
ships. (Except for Roman Catholicism, almost all Christian traditions are 
represented in the WCC membership. Most Latin Americans are at least nominal 
Roman Catholics.) 


With "no wish to interfere in the internal affairs of a sister’ church’; -dnd 
mindful that other Christian traditions are not without fault in such things, 
Castro said it was "difficult. from an ecumenical point of view, to reconcile" 
restrictions on Boff “with the emphasis on collegiality, on respect for the 
national church, and on the inculturation so strongly defended by the pope in 
his recent encyclical letter" on Saints Cyril and Methodius. 


In what he described as a response “in love" Basil Meeking, an observer at the 
meeting on behalf of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity; 
regretted Castro's references to the Boff case, and said it was “hard not to sé 
this as an interference in the internal affairs’ of Roman Catholicism. He 
noted that there are “usual |private| channels through which WCC-RC 
difficulties have been addressed over the years. "If in the future we are to 
address questions to each other" at such public meetings, "I fear we may grow 
apart and damage our relations”, Meeking said. 


Alsc in his report, Castro hailed Latin American contributions to ecumenism, 
spoke of the growth of Protestantism and Orthodoxy on the continent. and 
commented that “we lack ... the will to give concrete form to ... progress” 
made towards church unity (EPS 85.08.01). 


Castro noted that Protestants now make up nearly a tenth of the Latin American 
population. In addition, he said, there has been an "awakening of the 
Orthodox churches to an awareness of their Latin American identity". He 
observed that the committee meeting itself "brought friendly pressure to bear” 
on Orthodox and Protestants in Argentina not only to prepare for it, but 
"beyond that in proclaiming the gospel" together. 


Referring to theological trends in the region, Castro said "the worst thing we 
could do in other parts of the world would be slavishly to imitate the Latin 
American theology of liberation, but nor should we err in the other direction 
and treat it as a quaint Latin American phenomenon." 


Castro, who is Uruguayan, also spoke of the "dilemma" for Latin America, where 
people are "tempted by pessimism because of the continual frustrations they 
have experienced in history". He said dictatorships have increased the gap 
between rich and poor, and that “armed struggle has been tried, only to end if 
frustration. destruction of the fabric of society, and despair." 
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CC FINANCIAL CLIMATE Ecumenical Press 
AID 'SUNNY AND COOL' Service 85.08.03 


UENOS AIRES (EPS) ~ In a first report to the central committee of the 

orld Council of Churches, meeting here (28 July-8 August), J. Oscar McCloud, 
oderator of the WCC finance committee, said the financial climate for the 
eneva-based ecumenical organization is “sunny and cool". McCloud said a 
certain prudence will continue to be necessary, because the present Stable 
ituation is still due mostly to the benefits of a strong US dollar". 


ecause of that, said McCloud, a national staff executive of the Presbyterian 
hurch (USA), expanding current WCC programs or creating new ones will 
equire "very careful study". He also said "we are still far from the goal" 
f increasing the amount of church contributions to the WCC which can be used 
lithout restrictions. 


eviewing highlights of 1984, McCloud noted operating expenses of 33 million 
wiss francs (compared with a budget of about 36 million). It was, he reported, 
he third year in a row without a deficit in WCC accounts. 


lo said WCC income earmarked for specific purposes was 23 million Swiss francs 
last year (20 million in 1983), while contributions available for any part 

yf the budget were 6.2 million francs (5.7 million in 1983). Investment 

‘ncome was 5 million (above budget), and income from services and sales 2.3 

nillion (2.4 million in 1983). Also last year, the council handled 43 million 

JS dollars in project funds for emergency, relief, and development work. 
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*C MODERATOR HIGHLIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
UNGER, RESOURCE SHARING Service 85.08.04 


JENOS AIRES |EPS| - In his report to the annual ‘neeting of the World Council 
© churches Central committee (here, 28 July-8 August), WCC Moderator Heinz 
oachim Held, international ecumenical relations director for the Evangelical 
hurch in |West| Germany, said the vast extent of world hunger makes WCC 
ttention to the ecumenical sharing of resources particularly important. 


he moderator's report presents an overview of WCC and ecumenical developments 
n the period since the previous committee meeting. The 157-member committee 
overns the WCC between its global assemblies, which take place about every 


ight years. 


leld said the committee must carefully maintain the “essential, irreversible 
nner connection between the worship of God and service in the world" as it 
‘lans WCC work until the next assembly, probably in 1991. A conference on 
cumenical sharing of resources is one of several planned for later in the 
lecade to pick up themes set by the WCC's last assembly, in 1983 in Vancouver. 


Eres 


WCC COMMITTEE BEGINS Ecumenical Press 
ITS WORK WITH WORSHIP Service 85.08.05 


BUENOS AIRES |EPS| - As a choir sang a prayer in the American Indian language 
Quecha, and a psalm in Spanish, regional church leaders and World Council of 
Churches representatives entered in procession to begin the more-than-two- 

hour worship service which opened the 37th meeting of the WCC central committee 
(here, 28 July-8 August). It was the first such meeting in Latin America. 


About 1500 people filled the grand hall of the University of Buenos Aires 
law faculty. Together they prayed and sang in many tongues and styles. 


East met West, North touched South as worshippers shared several minutes 

of spontaneous intercessions, punctuated frequently by the singing of a Russian 
Orthodox musical setting of the Greek words "Kyrie eleison" ("Lord have mercy"). 
They lifted to God the suffering of the hungry people in Ethiopia and the Sudan; 
racism against blacks in South Africa; the pain of relatives of the "disappeared 
in Argentina; hopes for peace in Central America and in the world, for the 
strengthening of faith and the guidance of the Holy Spirit within the church, 
and for the "bread of life" for the world. 


Aspects of the "bread of life", especially the account in the sixth. 

chapter of the gospel of John about Jesus' feeding of the multitude, were 

the basis of the animated sermon preached in his native Spanish. by WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro. 


He spoke of the miracle of the feeding of the multitude with five loaves 

and two fish as, in a sense, "the announcement of the messianic feast ... and 
a demonstration of Christ's acceptance of responsibility for all aspects of 
human needs". 


He likened that to our contemporary society where "if we are concerned to 
preach the gospel to people in the furthest corners of the earth, how can we 
fail at the same time to be concerned for their survival and to ensure that 
their children and future generations can grow up healthy. 


"Tt only makes sense to proclaim Jesus Christ as the bread of life, the word | 
of life", he continued, “if our preaching is coupled with a militant stance 
which strives to overcome all injustice, questions the structures of society, 
the distribution of income, and seeks solutions to the fundamental problems of 
every human being". Castro said that "wherever in the world a cross is Set as 
a sign of Christian presence,there is alsu an altar to solidarity and loving 
service between human beings". Alluding to continuing Christian divisions, 
Castro told the congregation that “we are gathered here in prayer and fellow- 
ship, seeking to overcome the barriers which still prevent us from sharing 
together at the one table of the Lord". 


The evening closed with warm embraces and smiles as the congregation exchanged 
gestures of peace, and left the hall singing "Go Tell It On the Mountain", 
a black American Christmas spiritual. 


The next morning, during its half hour of daily morning worship, the committee 
remembered the life and work of W.A. Visser 't Hooft, founding general secretar) 
of the WCC, who retired in 1966. Visser 't Hooft died 4 July in Geneva. |EPS 
52/24 | 
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WCC WRITES UN, CHURCH ON Ecumenical Press 
EMERGENCY IN SOUTH AFRICA Service 85.08.06 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The executive committee of the Geneva-based World Council 

of Churches sent (26 July) messages to the secretary-general of the United 

Nations and the general secretary of the South African Council of Churches in 

ae with the state of emergency declared this month in parts of South 
rica. 


In the message to UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, WCC Moderator 
Heinz Joachim Held and General Secretary Emilio Castro appealed that the UN 
Security Council take "all appropriate measures" in connection with "mounting 
repression" in South Africa. They supported a proposed UN resolution asking 
South Africa to end the state of emergency and "immediately and unconditionally - 
release all political detainees. 


In the message to SACC General Secretary Beyers Naudé, Held and Castro, again 
on behalf of the WCC committee, said the state of emergency shows the "struggle 
for justice and dignity in South Africa has reached a new and critical stage". 


The two offered prayers for "all the people of South Africa", and the SACC. They 
mentioned especially the "bold and prophetic witness" of Naudé; Desmond Tutu, 
Anglican bishop of Johannesburg and winner of the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize; and 
Allan Boesak, the South African theologian who is president of the Geneva-based 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


EPS 


CENTRAL AMERICA FAST Ecumenical Press 
URGED AT WCC MEETING Service 85.08.67 


BUENOS AIRES |EPS| - After testimonies during morning worship from two 
presidents of the World Council of Churches who had visited Central America the 
week before, the WCC central committee, meeting here (28 July-8 August), 
received a call for a "fast for peace and the defense of life in Central 
America" (1 August). 


Recommended by the WCC executive committee, the fast is "inspired by the 
example of Christians in Central America who are fasting at this very moment 
for justice and peace", notably Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto. 
A document describing the fast also links it with ecumenical efforts in 
Argentina to obtain information about the unaccounted-for thousands of 
Argentinians who disappeared during military rule in the country (1976-83). 


Committee members, observers, staff-and guests at the meeting were invited to 
take part in 90 minutes of prayer in lieu of meals on the fast day, on behalf 
of "people suffering in Central America and in other parts of the world". 


In his testimony, Paulos Mar Gregorios, (India, Oriental Orthodox) cited the 
"extraordinary efforts" and "heroic work" of Central American Baptists, 
Lutherans, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics, and stressed that there is no 
military way to peace in El Salvador, nor any alternative to dialogue, I saw 
Christ in the mothers and widows, he said, in the thousands of orphans ... in 
the faces of the catechists and the peasants who are oppressed and Christ who 
died and rose again that we may all live.” 


EPS 


ARGENTINE INDIANS STRESS RIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
AT CHURCH-SUPPORTED CONFERENCE Service 85.08.08 


BUENOS AIRES |EPS| - Representatives of Argentina's indigenous (Indian) peoples 
created a provisional council and presented a petition to Argentina's president, 
Refi Alfonsin, during. a conference here (18-23 July) supported by the World 
Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism. 


Land rights, scholarships for agricultural studies, just disability and 
retirement benefits, religious freedom, and provision of places for Indian 
peoples to sell their craftwork to tourists were among demands made at the 
conference, the "Second Encounter for Indian People in Argentina." 


"How many Indians have to die before we can make clear what our rights are?" 
asked one participant in the conference, conducted in cooperation with the 
Permanent Assembly for Human Rights in Argentina (PAHRA) , a non-governmental 
organization. Said another conference participant, "You have called us Indians. 
By that name you have enslaved us, and by that name we shall become free. We 
are still standing up and we are still fighting." : 


There are an estimated 500,000 Indians in Argentina in 14 "nations", 13 of 
which were represented at the conference. Representatives of the 14th nation 
planned to attend but were prevented by harsh winter weather conditions in 


southern Argentina, a conference spokesperson said. Representatives of two 
urban Indian organizations also attended. 


Conference participants will take the proposal for establishment of a permanent 
Argentinian Indian council back to their communities for approval, said Hugo 
Ortega, a PAHRA consultant. Next steps include establishment of local, regional 
and national structures through which Argentina's Indians may advance their 
concerns. 


In the petition presented to Alfonsin (22 July) and in meetings with their 
representatives in the Argentinian Congress (national legislature) conference 
participants proposed revisions in a new Indian rights law currently being 
considered by the Congress. 


Conference participants asked, among other things, that the word “tribes”, 
which they consider derogatory, not be used in the new law, but rather the 
word "peoples", and that all of Argentina's Indian nations be represented on 
the government body designated to enforce the new law. Also asked were respect 
for "indigenous medicines" and attention to issues of Indian employment and 
working conditions. 


Land rights, particularly the demand that the Argentinian government not 

proceed with colonization of land until full consideration has been given to 
Indian land deeds, were held up as centrai concerns. "It is clear to us that 
Indians without land are dead Indians", one conference participant commented. 


Through PCR, the WCC funded the encounter. PCR Director Anwar Barkat said 

"a great amount of injustice has been done by Christians to indigenous 
peoples". But, Barkat observed, "We are now in a new history in which the church 
is on your side". And, referring to the struggle of all Argentinians for their 
human rights, he said that "struggle will be incomplete unless justice is done 
to the Indian peoples here". 
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A CHURCH REPS REACT TO Ecumenical Press 
STATE OF EMERGENCY Service 85.08.09 


(OHANNESBURG (EPS) - In an early reaction to the state of emergency declared 
21 July) in parts of South Africa, General Secretary Beyers Naudé of the 
youth African Council of Churches called it a “desperate act on the part of 
the authorities to stem the irresistable tide of liberation.” 


le said “the awful bloodbath, long prophesied, is upon us." The council has 
ong criticized the government's policy of race separation with white minority 
supremacy (apartheid). 


jaudé said it is “particularly alarming to note that the control of news which 
these powers give the authorities will only add to the proliferation of 
langerous and uncontrolled rumors. We are compelled,” he continued, "to warn 
the government that these steps will not resolve anything. We are convinced 
that the unrest will increase, the killings will continue, the arrests will 
wultiply, the anger will grow.” He urged the government to release all 
yolitical prisoners, allow exiles to return, and to listen to the voice of the 
‘authentic [black] leaders.” 


‘he emergency measures allow arrest without warrant, detention without access 
‘or 14 days (which can be extended), interrogation of detained persons, 
searches of persons or premises, and seizure of any article. 


‘hey also allow security forces to impose curfews, close off areas and control 
ntry to them, close private or public property, remove people from or to a 
articular area, control essential services, and regulate or prohibit the 
lissemination or distribution of any news or comment in connection with the 
-egulations or the conduct of the security forces. 


‘t is the first South African declaration of emergency in 25 years, and 
‘ollows a year of simmering unrest and violence in parts of the country, which 
1ave left.an estimated 500 people, mostly blacks, dead. More than 1200 people 
vere reported detained in the first ten days of the emergency, leaving also 20 
lead in continued violence. 


Jews agency dispatches quoted Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of 
teformed Churches, as describing the emergency as “more running away from our 
yxroblems than a serious attempt to solve them.” He reportedly called for a 
jack consumer boycott of white shops here. There were also reactions from 
-he past and current presidents of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, in 
,ondon to attend a World Methodist conference on peace (EPS 85.08.10). 


In action before the emergency was declared, 1984 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Jesmond Tutu blessed (17 July) 22 defendants in a Pretoria court for the 
-ountry's biggest treason trial in a quarter of a century. A week before 
-hat, Tutu left the every-three-years session of the southern African regional 
\nglican synod, in Pietermaritzburg, because of violence in the Johannesburg 
area, where he is bishop. 


Vews agencies reported he and fellow bishop Simeon Nkoane intervened to save 
the life of a man accused of being a police informer. The man was reportedly 
seing beaten and dragged towards his car, burning because of a petrol bomb, 
yhen the two bishops intervened. They drove the man, blood pouring from his 
nouth, to hospital. 

At the request of Anglican archbishop Philip Russell, Botha agreed to meet a 
church delegation 19 August. Citing that meeting, he refused a request from 
[Tutu for a meeting before then. Said Tutu, “If Botha is unable to talk to 
someone like myself, it seems unlikely he would be bale to talk to someone 


nore radical.” 
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METHODIST PEACE MEETING HEARS Ecumenical Press 
ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN SITUATION Service 85.08.1u 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - South Africa was a major topic at the start of 
the World Methodist Council's International Peace Assembly (here, 23-29 July). 
At the opening rally, Alan Walker, director of the Methodist world evangelism 
campaign, called for disinvestment, sanctions and the withdrawal of diplomatic 
relations from South Africa. Walker told the 250 delegates from 32 countries 
- most from the UK and the US but including delegates from three East European 
countries and Estonia (USSR) - that no greater denial of human rights was 
occurring today than in South Africa. "The mounting tragedy of apartheid 
demands world action", he said. 


South Africa was specifically the focus of attention the following evening 
when the assembly was addressed by Abel Hendricks, past president of the 
Methodist Church in Southern Africa. |The conclusion that South Africa found 
itself "in the evil grip of a perpetual undeclared state of emergency" was 
borne out by the recent declaration of a state of emergency, he stated. 


"When will those in power in South Africa learn that suppressing peaceful 
efforts and resistance against apartheid with violence will only strengthen 
the spiral of violence, bloodshed, sorrow and pain in our country?" he ‘asked. 
"The longer the South African government postpones meeting the real leaders of 
the people, the greater this volcanic eruption of violence will be", said 
Hendricks. "The tragedy that looms on the horizon is that all are going to 
suffer - the lava of this volcanic eruption will destroy people regardless of 
who they are." 


He said the English-speaking church in South Africa was in the process of being 
challenged to reconsider as never before its socio-political identity there. 

He described as "a very high priority" for it to embark on an active campaign 
to prepare, equip and guide its white members for black majority rule. 


Hendricks' successor, Peter Storey, also here for the conference, called 
apartheid "an indefensible policy". He called for a declaration by South 
African President P. W. Botha that apartheid will be dismantled... He also 
urged "a national convention to search together for a constitutional formula 
to which all groups in South Africa will be able to give their free assent” 
and "recognition that without the support of the black majority such a 
convention could not succeed and that such support can only come if their 
recognized leaders are able to participate. This requires the immediate 
release of political prisoners and negotiation with the liberation movements." 


Also at the opening rally Walker neatly tied together the assembly's twin 
themes of concern for evangelism and concern for social justice. He stressed 
that it was only peace with God that made world peace possible, and that peace 
was impossible without social righteousness. 


In a message of greeting to the assembly, WMC President William Cannon, a 
bishop of the US-based United Methodist Church, denounced the theory of the 
just war as an illusion, and called for the destruction of all nuclear arsenals. 
"Total disarmament on the part of all nations, including conventional as well 

as nuclear weapons, is more urgent today than ever before", he said. 
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WORLD METHODISTS URGE Ecumenical Press 
WAR ALTERNATIVES SOON Service 85.08. 11 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The need for the world to accept an alternative to 
war "very soon" if it is to survive was stressed by the World Methodist 
Council's International Peace Assembly at the conclusion (29 July) of its week- 
long meeting, here. It said it saw a time coming when people accepted non- 
violence as the only way for states to resolve their conflicts. 


“Our genius for technology and its application has outstripped our ethical 
capacity to control armaments and nuclear power", said the assembly's final 
message. "The common will to survive, rooted in God's purpose for creation, 
can save us." He Said a Christian alternative to war was to be found in the 
non-violence of Jesus. "Non-violence is not non-resistance to evil", the 
message went on. "It represents new ways of releasing the power to struggle 
for justice, freedom and peace." 


The assembly said the challenge to Christians was to see that conversion to 
God included conversion to peace-making and social transformation. “Personal 
conversion and social change must go hand-in-hand", it added. "Peace in its 
fullness requires restructuring of society and is impossible without renewed 
people." 


Describing the scale of the nuclear threat as "beyond imagination", the 
assembly said many of the methods adopted by states in their pursuit of 
"security" were more threatening than reassuring. "We pledge ourselves to 
work for the control and elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction", it added. 


But poverty killed more people than armed conflict, the assembly went on, 
calling for the international traffic in arms to be brought under effective 
control. “That the work of 500,000 scientists and technologists is diverted 
from the struggle against poverty, hunger and disease for military use is a 
crime against God, for inflicted poverty is blasphemy", the assembly stated. 
"The fact that two-thirds of humanity live in a chronic state of acute basic 
need is a sign of our spiritual crisis and of our need for the gospel. § We 
have allowed our institutions to sin for us." 


On specific issues, the assembly supported a freeze on the production, testing 
and deployment of further nuclear weapons and their introduction into space; 
Supported the call for an independent and nuclear-free Pacific, calling on 
France to end all nuclear testing and on other nations to end misile testing 
and nuclear dumping in the area; called on the Australian government and 
people to grant Aborigines land rights; urged the South African government to 
begin negotiations with "recognized leaders of the people" to dismantle 
apartheid and replace it with a system offering justice, liberation and 
fulfilment to all the people of the country; urged that existing foreign debts 
of the most seriously affected Third-World countries be either remitted or 
negotiated on more just terms; and condemned the intervention of all states in 
the affairs of other states, such as Afghanistan and Nicaragua. 
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EUGENE CARSON BLAKE DIES Ecumenical Press 
WAS WCC LEADER 1967-1972 Service 85.08.12 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The second general secretary of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches, Eugene Carson Blake, died (31 July) at his home in 
Stamford, Connecticut, United States. He was born 7 November 1906, and died 
of complication of diabetes. 


In announcing his death to the WCC Central Committee, meeting here, the 
current (fourth) WCC general secretary, Emilio Castro, called Blake an “old 
and beloved friend" who led the WCC through a “difficult but promising 
transition period." . 


In addition to his WCC work, Blake was active in the affairs of the (US) 
National Council of Churches, of which he was president (1954-57). He was 
Stated Clerk (chief executive) of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
from 1951 until he assumed his WCC post. 


Blake's tenure at the WCC saw a growth in influence within the WCC of church 
representatives from places other than North America and western Europe. He 
strongly supported initiatives which led to the formation of the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism and the WCC Commission on the Churches! Participation in 
Development. 


He came to the WCC in the wake of the ecumenical advances of the Second 
Vatican Council, but he once said there were two wrong ideas about the 
ecumenical movement - that it was invented by either Pope John XXIII or the 
WCC. Rather, he insisted, the movement is a result of concerns of ordinary 
church people who find their ecumenical aspirations limited by church 
structures. 


His proposal in a 1960 sermon led to the formation of the Consultation on 
Church Union, a continuing effort to unite nine US denominations of Methodist, 
Anglican, Reformed, and Disciples backgrounds. In 1963, he was jailed after 
leading an anti-segregation demonstration in the US. The same year, with the 
late Martin Luther King, he addressed a massive anti-segregation march in 
Washington. He also spoke out against US involvement in the Vietnam war. 


Blake received more than 20 honorary degrees, and numerous awards. He was a 
long-time member of the WCC Central and Executive Committees, and chaired the 
WCC Finance Committee from 1954 to 1961. From 1961, he chaired its division 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


In retirement, Blake continued active, for example, on behalf of Bread for the 
World, a US Christian anti-hunger lobby. 


Blake's successor as Stated Clerk, William P. Thompson, said Blake's death and 
that of several other world ecumenical figures in recent months marked the 

al Gains of a chapter of the ecumenical movement. He also praised his 
“remarkable administrative skills" which guided the WCC during a time when wcc 

structures required “realignment and revision.” 


Another member of the WCC Central Committee, and one of the seven WCC 
presidents Paulos Gregorios, a one-time Blake colleague on the WCC staff, 
recalled that he was a “very good pastor to his staff.” He also recalled his 
“dream... that the churches could do something where the UN and governments 
were failing.” 
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World YWCA reps meet on "visions of the future" EPS 85.08.13 
NAIROBI (EPS) - In connection with the meetings here last month marking the 
end of the UN Decade for Women, the Geneva-based World YWCA brought together 
35 YWCA leaders from 32 countries to outline "visicns of the future". The 
group, all under 30, discussed development, power, health, ecology, refugees, 
and conflict areas such as the Middie Cast and South Africa. They stressed 
the need for the YWCA to be "really ... a youth movement" by the end of the 
century. 


Case against Greek evangelical preacher thrown out EPS 85.08.14 
ATHENS (EPS) - “News Exchange” of the US-based Reformed Ecumenical Synod 
reported (2 July) from here that the Greek Supreme Court overruled a lower 
court decision in which evangelical preacher Elethcrios Salonikas was 

sentenced to four months in prison and fined the equivalent of 1,000 US dollars. 
The lower court said Salonikas lacked "the required authorization by the 
appropriate church authorities" (that is, the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy) and 
the government ministries of religion and national education, but the supreme 
Court threw the case out as without merit. RES reports the Hellenic 
Missionary Union says Orthodox Union says Orthodox hierarchs "never grant 
permission for the establishment of a minority church", so other Christians are 
“forced to form associations so they can gather for worship". 


Bishops condemn violence in Philippines EPS 85.08.15 
MANILA (EPS) - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Philippines sent a pastoral 
letter last month lamenting the "increasing use of force to dominate the 
people" and the "utter disregard of human life now apparently part of our 
national reality". They denounced executions by both right- and left-wing 
forces. They said that neither "national security" nor "national liberation" 
justifies killing human beings. 


Work resumes On major Serbian church EPS 85.08. 16 
BELGRADE (EPS) - Earlier this year, Serbian Orthodox Patriarch German, with 
many of his fellow bishops and a congregation estimated at 50,000 formed a 
three-kilometre-long procession to the site of an unfinished church begun in 
1935. Government permission for work to resume was given in February. When 
completed, it will be the largest Orthodox church building in the Balkans. 

It is named for Sava, the 13th-century Serbian archbishop, organizer of the 
Serbian Orthodoxy as an autocephalous (independent) church of Eastern Orthodoxy, 
and founder of Serbian literature. 


Serbian bishops cite problems with state authorities EPS 85.08.17 
BELGRADE (EPS) - At their annual meeting recently, bishops of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church discussed "difficult" relations between the church and the 
government in some parts of Yugoslavia. In a communiqué afterwards, the 
bishops spoke of "pressures from the side of local authorities on normal 
church life. The secular press and other mass media very often characterize 
quite usual church ceremonies as being a hostile activity", they said. The 
bishops also complained that "in some places, no respect is taken with regard 
to church property" and that "state authorities even do not respond to the 
complaints and demands of the church authorities on all levels". They also 
said it was "still difficult to get a permit for the erection of new churches, 
and even for the repair of those churches damaged or destroyed during the last 
war’. 
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Ways to handle Norwegian church doctrinal disputes proposed EPS 85.08.18 
OSLO (EPS) - Early this month, a special committee proposed the establishment 
of a doctrinal commission and theological council including bishops and 
theological experts to issue advice in cases involving doctrinal disputes in 
the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK), which has state ties. Kjell Magne 
Bondevik, the NK pastor who is government minister for church and education, 
said necessary legal amendments to implement the report might go to the 
Storting (Norwegian national assembly) sometime next year. The report 
stresses that in general such disputes should continue to be settled by 
diocesan bishops. The doctrinal matters committee was named in 1981 by the NK 
bishops and national council in collaboration with the government church and 
education ministry. In the last 80 years about 10 doctrinal cases involving 
NK pastors have been referred to the government ministry for decision. 


Gabon bans six religious groups EPS 85.08.19 
LIBREVILLE (EPS) - Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports 

from here that Gabon has banned six fringe religious groups, most of whose 
leadership is from the US, on grounds that the overseas personnel violate the 
country's laws and cause religious strife. Mainstream Christian and Muslim 
groups are not affected. 


Six Hungarian religious leaders elected to parliament EPS 85.08.20 
BUDAPEST (EPS) - Six religious leaders were elected on the national list of 
candidates for the Hungarian parliament in June. All received more than 99 
percent of the vote. The six are Reformed Presiding Bishop Tibor Bartha; 
Lutheran Presiding Bishop Zoltan KAldy; Imre Bir6é and Jézsef Kiss, both Roman 
Catholic’ Priests; Free Church Council President Jozsef Szakacs, and Hungarian 
Chief Rabbi Laszlod Salgo. 


Russian Orthodox patriarch receives state award EPS 85.08.21 
MOSCOW (EPS) - Patriarch Pimen, head of the Russian Orthodox Church was given 
the Soviet Union's "Red Banner of Labour” award to mark his 75th birthday (22 
July) The Soviet news agency Tass said he was given the award for his 
“patriotic activities in defence of peace.” 


Chinese Catholic bishop paroled EPS 85.08.22 
SHANGHAL (EPS) — Roman Catholic Bishop Ignatius Gong Pinmei of Shanghai, 83, 


was released last month in the custody of his successor, Louis Zhang Jiashu, 
after more than 30 years in prison. Zhang, 93, was appointed under the 
auspices of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, a group not sanctioned 
by the Vatican. Gong was jailed on charges of being a counter-revolutionary 
after the establishment of the [Communist] People's Republic of China in 1949. 


Nicaraguan foreign minister on peace fast EPS 85.08.23 
MANAGUA (EPS) - Nicaraguan foreign minister Miguel d'Escoto, who is also a 
Roman Catholic priest, began (7 July) a fast “for peace, in defence of life, 
and against terrorism.” He offered seven reasons for the fast, and invited 

the pope and the Nicaraguan bishops and all other religious leaders in the 
country to “accompany us in this act of prophetic prayer.” The pope and many 
of the country's bishops have strongly criticized priests who continue in 
office as part of the Sandinista government. 


Roman Catholic bishop visits Waldensian church EPS 85.08.24 
ORSARA (Italy) (EPS) - The area's Roman Catholic bishop requested a first-ever 
meeting with the local Waldensian leadership. A report in last month's 

Italian Waldensian information service said the visit “symbolized the end of a 


long and often bitter ostracism towards the [minority] Waldensian community” 
here. 
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EPS Telephone/Telex Changes: Through 20 August, the EPS telephone number in 
Geneva is 022/91 61 32. Through 8 August, the EPS editor can be reached in 
Buenos Aires at 01/393 2010 or 01/393 2060. Also during that period, telexes 
can be sent to the regular EPS telex number in Geneva (23 423 oik ch) or to 
Buenos Aires (17013 bauen ar or 17028 or 17830). Buenos Aires time is GMT -3. 


Coverage of the plenary meeting of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order 
(Stavanger (Norway), 13-25 August) is planned for the EPS issue to be mailed 
26 August. 


The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMI every Tuesday. However, there is no 
deadline the week of 11 August, and the deadline for the following week is 
Thursday, 22 August (0700 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service) is a news and features service of Africa Church 


Information Service. Samples and subscription information are available from 
ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi, Kenya. 


Martin Conway, formerly on the staffs of the British and World Councils of 
Churches, and currently tutor in pastoral studies at Ripon College, Cuddeston, 
Oxford, and director for the Oxford Institute of Church and Society has been 


appointed president of Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham. He succeeds John 
Ferguson when Ferguson retires next May. 


ARGENTINE PRESIDENT TO CHURCH: Ecumenical Press 
HELP ON RIGHTS, DEBTS, JUSTICE Service 85.08.25 


BUENOS AIRES |EPS| - Argentine President RaGl Alfonsin, in a nearly 50-minute 
address to the World Council of Churches! central committee (31 July), 
described his dream for his country's future and for a new world economic order. 
"The fundamental human right in today's world is the right of development", 
he declared. 


An ethical sense "is the main basis for politics and economy", he said, and 
that sense dictates that in today's world, "development and non-development 
cannot coexist". 


Alfonsin thanked the Geneva-based WCC at several points in his speech for its 
support of Argentina as it rebuilds democracy, and asked the 15/-member 
committee to "be our advocates in the councils of the nations". 


The committee and more than 400 local and international visitors who filled 
the meeting hall at the Centro Cultural San Martin here interrupted Alfonsin's 
address 13 times with applause. They stood to applaud the president when he 
entered the room, at the conclusion of his speech, and when he left the hall. 


Lois Wilson, one of the WCC's seven presidents and former moderator of the 
United Church of Canada, responded to Alfonsin on behalf of the committee, 
commenting, "Before you spoke, I was told you would probably ask us to work 
with you in creating a new international ethical order, and I think you have. 
Your story has reminded us of the contribution of this global community to 
that task". 


Alfonsin, whose inauguration as president of Argentina in December, 1983 
marked the country's return to democracy after more than seven years of 
military rule, spoke of leaving behind that "recent past of repression and 
decadence" and moving on to the task of "reconstruction and reconciliation”. 


But he said the current world economic order has "relegated to poverty the 
majority population" of the southern hemisphere. "Growing trade protectionism 
in the developed countries ... the perverse mechanism of foreign debts, 
weakens our potential for growth and poses for us a nightmare", he said. 


"People are immersed in poverty, malnutrition, illiteracy, and insecurity", 
harming them both materially and spiritually in terms of their potential for 
fulfilinent, Alfonsin said. Several Latin American countries are returning to 
democracy, “but those democracies will be weak in the tensions of an unjust 
economic order. The struggle for freedom is inseparable from the struggle for 
a new economic order". 


Alfonsin quoted Scripture and religious leaders, including Pope John Paul II 
and Martin Luther King Jr., at several points in his address. Likening the 
world's poorer nations to the poor man, Lazarus, in Jesus' parable, Alfonsin 
Said that parable shows that "we cannot go on at lenath begging at the door 
of the rich". Continuing the analogy, he said, "nobody is so rich that he has 
nothing to receive, and no one is so poor that he has nothing to give". He 
said the nations of Latin America have great resources to offer to the world, 
in terms of natural resources, "the majesty of her nature", joy, fraternity, 
and the "wisdom of its old people”. 


"When we dream together", Alfonsin said, "we have the beginning of a reality. 
... We must dream of a more just world, in which future generations will have 
reason to dream and to hope." 
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ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
SITUATION ON WCC AGENDA Service 85.08.26 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - "Todavia cantamos, todavia pedimos, todavia sofiamos, 
todavia esperamos por un dia distinto ... porque vuelvan al nido nuestros 
seres queridos." ("We will sing, we will ask, we will dream, we will hope 
for a different day ... because our loved ones will have come home. "') 


Argentine singer and composer Victor Heredia came and sang this and other - 
examples of his music as a diverse group of victims of human-rights 

violations in Argentina in recent years shared their stories (30 July) with 
the 157-member central committee of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
and hundreds of local guests, during the committee's annual meeting, here 

(28 July-8 August). 


Heredia's songs, a tribute to his missing sister, were bridges between several 
moving testimonies. There were mothers and grandmothers who have sought 
word for years about the fate of their children and grandchildren who 
disappeared during years of military rule in the country (1976-83). 


There were representatives of the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights, who 

also described government-sanctioned torture and murder; an Argentine Indian 

who evoked centuries of mistreatment of her people since the arrival of 

Europeans in the western hemisphere; a voung man who was among the "disappeared", 
but who, unlike so many of his colleagues, returned to tell about the inhuman 
treatment to which he and thousands of others were subjected. 


And still, mixed with tales of sadness and horror were affirmations of life, 
and the resolve to continue the struggle for justice; stories of international 
human-rights support and of dogged efforts in Argentina to overcome the years 
of complicity, conspiracy, and cover-up. "We are a people still fighting for 
our nation. the reconstruction of a democracy", said Julio Barreiro, a 
Methodist minister. 


Several presenters paid particular tribute to the WCC as among the first 
international groups to respond to human-rights violations here. 


Following the presentations, an ecumenical clergy group led a "Celebration of 
Faith and Hope". which some committee members described as a liturgical high- 
point at committee meetings they had attended. Twenty white candles were lit 
from the principal candle, the Christ candle. by victims of human rights 
violations - by children who wait for their parents who have "disappeared" , by 
church people persecuted for the: attempts to tell the truth, by a wife who 
still seeks her missing husband, and by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, 
himself unable to return to his native Uruguay for a decade because of 
restrictions by the military government then in power there. Castro's candle 
was in memory of Mauricio Lopez, active in WCC and Argentinian church affairs. 
who disappeared in 1976. 


Another 600 small red candles set in white ceramic doves were lit and 
distributed among those in the assembly hall, along with baskets filled with the 
symbolic bread of life. Many were in tears for the anguish and the hope of 

the Argentines. 


Finally, Arturo Blatezky, a minister of the Evangelical |United| Church of the 
Rio Plata, asked all to join hands and say together the Lord's Prayer and to 
receive the blessing: "Blessed are those who build peace. for they are God's 
children". . 
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WORLD CHURCH REPS REFLECT Ecumenical Press 
ON ASPECTS OF GOD'S JUSTICE Service 85.08.27 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - "God's Justice - Promise and Challenge" was the theme 
of the annual meeting, here, of the 157-member central committee of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Participants took an afternoon 
(31 July) to share their experiences and reflections on that topic in the 
contexts of their particular Christian traditions and national backgrounds. 


The reflections began with an audio-visual presentation, after which three; 
committee members - Johannes Hempel, a Lutheran bishop from the |East| 
German Democratic Republic, Aram Keshishian, an Oriental Orthodox. archbishop 
from Lebanon, and Annathaie Abayasekera, an Anglican social activist from 
Sri Lanka - spoke of their situations and reactions to the theme. 


Then it was the turn of other committee members. They voiced calls.for.a 
more "active", "specific", and "prophetic" role for the church in.a wide 
range of international justice and human-rights issues. Several members 
said that besides discussions and declarations, the WCC should become more 
active in "naming the quilty oppressors" and acting against them. 


On four mornings. Krister Stendahl, Lutheran bishop of Stockholm, led the 
committee in Bible study on the theme. At one point. he discussed biblical 
passages offering hope to outcasts and the ungodly, and warnings to those 
who are powerful and righteous. Christians, he said. often read such verses 
by “jazzing up our humility so we qualify as Lazarus types" (a reference to 

a poor man in one of Jesus' parables). 


Stendhal said biblical warnings to the rich are not only to those who are 
obviously evil or without compassion, but equally to all who take the order 
and structure of society - with its divisions of rich and poor - for granted. 


AES Dive 


CHURCH IN ARGENTINA: Ecumenical Press 
DIVERSITY, CHALLENGES Service 85.08.28 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The diversity of history and current challenges to various 
Christian traditions which form the church in Argentina were highlighted 

(1 August) at the meeting here of the 157-member central committee of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Four church people spoke 
"unofficially" about their respective situations. | 


An Antiochian priest, Ignacio Olvido Sahade. said Orthodoxy in Argentina, 
which reflects a variety of immigrant experiences, must better integrate 
itself into a society rebuilding democracy, to raise Orthodoxy's ecumenical 
awareness, and to contend with the effects of what he sees as a de- 
Christianizing of society. | 


Maria Simbalista, a member of a religious community, spoke about the numeri- 
cally-dominant and longest-established tradition here, Roman Catholicism. She 
referred to "limitations" of the church during the recent period of military 
rule (1976-83), but said some Roman Catholics had, under difficult and 
dangerous conditions, saved people from death then. 


Hugh Ortega, a Methodist pastor and director of a publishing house, called the 
formation of the ecumenical seminary Isedet a "key and decisive step in 
developing the ecumenical outlook on:this continent". Susanna Vacarro de 
Petrella, a member of the Church of God, outlined the growth of Pentecostalism 
in the country. Among other Evangelical denominations involved in ecumenical 
activities here are Lutherans, Disciples, United, Anglicans, and Waldensians. 


EPS 


JAPANESE DEBATING Ecumenical Press 
BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS Service 85.08.29 


[Material for this item was translated and prepared by Franklin Ishida. ] 


KAWASAKI (Japan) (EPS) - Last 6 June, a primary-school student was involved in 
a traffic accident here. He was immediately rushed to the nearby St 
Marianna's Hospital for treatment, but, since his parents are Jehovah's 
Witnesses and refused to have their son receive a blood transfusion, he died 
during the night from loss of blood. 


The case has stirred debate throughout the country, in which Christians play a 
major role, at least in part because Jehovah's Witnesses are popularly 
classified as a Christian denomination. Primary among ethical and legal 
issues raised are the right to life, the right to control one's body, and the 
state's responsibility for the welfare of its citizens. The question this 
incident poses for Japanese society is whether protection of life or religious 
freedom takes priority. 


Staff of the hospital, a Roman Catholic institution, held an emergency meeting 
immediately after the incident and decided that in the future, such requests 
to prevent blood transfusions would be denied. However, not even all medical 
authorities agree that a doctor's decision ought to override beliefs of a 
patient. 


A doctor at an Adventist hospital, while disagreeing with the belief of 
Jehovah's Witnesses about blood transfusions, wrote in an independent 
Christian newspaper that he would first attempt to convince the patient of the 
need for a blood transfusion, but if the patient still refused, he would 
respect the patient's wishes. The doctor argued that for many, one's religion 
is even more important than earthly life, and that respect for religious 
freedom is of fundamental importance. 


With an estimated 100,000 members, and increasing by 1000 a month, Jehovah's 
Witnesses are a large group in a country where the Christian population is 
estimated at less than one percent of the country's 120 million people. Some 
Jehovah's Witnesses say that if doctors or hospitals force blood transfusions 
on them, they could press charges of violence or of medical malpractice. 


Witnesses justify their refusal of transfusions by citing several biblical 
passages, notably an injunction from the Council of Jerusalem to Gentile 
Christians (Acts 15:20) to “abstain...from blood”. 


Witnesses add that it is up to individuals to decide about this interpretation, 
and that government sanction for overriding their beliefs is a step on the 
road to totalitarianisn. 


Representatives of the church in Japan seem divided on the issue. Some agree 
with the Witnesses that their religious freedom must be respected, even if it 
means some may die because they refuse certain forms of medical treatment. 


Others, however, point out that the Witnesses are not part of the usual 
Christian groupings, and fault what they consider Witnesses' errors in 
biblical interpretation, and contradictions of the Christian gospel. They 
argue that no Bible passage prohibits blood transfusion, that the Old 
Testament passages the Witnesses use in fact relate to food restrictions, and 
that those from the New Testament deal with principles of first-century 
evangelization. 


EPS 


-ECUTEXT: “Aspects of Militarization" EPS 85.08.30 


[This is excerpted from a peace appeal passed by the 29th General Assembly 
(26-27 March) of the National Christian Council in Japan. ] 


... Governmentally-induced violence: Governments continue to support military 
forces that oppress human movements seeking to create greater social 

justice. With the economic and military support of the so-called advanced 
nations, these governments continue to Support and sustain systems of 
oppression and forced development which in no way are concerned with the 
interests of the people, but rather with confiscating land and destroying 
lives... In order to suppress the voices of the people, these violent 
governments, perpetrate violence against their own citizens. The so-called 
advanced democratic nations of the world cannot be absolved of responsibility 
in the perpetration of these injustices. 


The Idolatry of Militarization: Over 30 nations of the world retain military 
governments while many other countries are heading at great speed down this 
path as policies are enforced through violence and oppression. These 
governments, in no way interested in the plight of the masses of their people, 
continue to increase their powers in political and military areas. Not only 
do these nations place military personnel in all levels and sectors of 
society, military strategy is used in business, education, and thought 
control. The decision-making processes in governmental organizations are 
often continued in forms which suppress the rights of people within the 
context of crisis management. This orientation is also to be seen in 
advanced nations burdened with the weight of military governments. ... 


Militarization of Social Arrangements: Militarization is sustained by 
privilege that would oppress all life to sustain power. In order to secure 
this system of oppression, continuous efforts are made to initiate and sustain 
military arrangements within society. Through this orientation, more and 
more nations of the world are coming to be unified in monolithic systems of 
control over the lives of people in which bureaucratic management is 
established and sustained for ... military appropriations .... 


We must be fully aware of the fact that movements towards nationalization of 
the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine [EPS 84.10.62, 85.03.68] and the strengthening of 
the emperor system with the attendant nationalist flags, anthems and rightist 
excesses, are all thrusts in the direction of the remilitarization of Japan. 


Centralization of government, development of management technologies, 
information control, and like techniques preclude the necessity of resorting 
to violence to sustain control over the people in Japan. Through the 
development of intermediate organizations which are connected either directly 
or indirectly to the government, it is possible to control society, not 
through the violence of "hard" technologies, but through the more subtle 
violence of “soft™ methods. 


Through these skilful methods, the majority of people in Japanese society are 
mot able to perceive the fact that they are being manipulated and restricted 
by a privileged minority. Yet minority groups are able to perceive this 
oppression as they are being marginalized in society since they are not useful 
to those in power within the military or management scheme of things. The 
fingerprinting required on the alien registration card is an example. This 
is another manifestation of a government policy aimed at controlling the lives 
of people. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "What Does the YMCA Expect from the RC Church?" EPS 85.08.31 


|This item is excerpted from a report, “The Ecumenical Role and Responsibility 
of the YMCA", submitted to the Ninth World Council of YMCAs in Nyborg Strand, 
Denmark, 28 July-5 August. It is taken from the section which reports a 
consultation between: representatives of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
YMCAs and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. | 


Be aware of the YMCA, what it is, especially as a Christian, lay and 
ecumenical movement, what it does, its needs and its potential. None of the 
preparatory documentation for the meeting on the Catholic side gave evidence 
that either locally or on the international level is there adequate awareness 
of the YMCAs. In some places there is. but in many cases not even the 
ecumenical commissions of the Catholic church are sufficiently aware of the 
local YMCAs. 


Have a more actively responsible attitude to the YMCA. seeing it as part of the 
Tocal pastoral responsibility and as a potential partner in certain Christian 
and ecumenical tasks. The YMCA is more and more aware of its need of the 
support of the churches, even while remaining an independent lay movement. 


The YMCA may be seen as a form for apostolic action to extend the Kingdom of 
God in secular situations. Help would need to be given so that the YMCA and 
the Roman Catholic church can accept each other's particular approaches» to. the 
ecumenical movement. 


Assume pastoral responsibility for the Catholics who are members or officers 
of the YMCA. If they are to live fully the ideals of the YMCA movement they 
must be committed Catholics and can be so only if they are living the life of 
the church. In secularized societies where the YMCA is able to gather a 
number of alienated Christians within its membership, and where its programmes 
touch many who are members of other faiths or who have lost all faith, it needs 
the help of the local churches to give a Christian witness. | 


Make the spiritual nourishment of Catholics who are members of the YMCA a 
priority. This is needed if the Christian leadership of the association is 
to be secured. It is necessary in order to have the spiritual formation 
which is the basis of lay responsibility for the world. It is also: necessary 
if the Catholic members are to have the sound ecumenical formation and 
attitude which will enable them to function adequately in this lay ecumenical 
association. 


Assume a full ecumenical responsibility for the YMCA. The ecumenical: work 
of the association in each place cannot be adequate unless it is done in 
relation to the churches. The YMCA needs the Roman Catholic ecumenical 
insights if it is to have a complete ecumenical approach. The Catholic 
church can contribute to the ecumenical formation of members and leaders,  - 
which is one of the current needs of the YMCA. | | 


Be ready to collaborate with the YMCA where appropriate in efforts for justice 
peace, development, human rights and concerns for the poor, the uprooted and 
the victims of discrimination. Experience in certain places has shown this 
is possible and fruitful. |The YMCA ought to be readily considered as <a 
partner in local ecumenical initiatives. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT*% "General Secretary's Report's). 9 9) | rath 4 EPS, 85.08. 32 


{ This, item. is excerpted from. the report, of. World.Council of Churches. General 
Secretary. Emilio,Castro.to the annual, meeting (28 July/8 August, Buenos Aires) 
of the WCC central committee. | | re | 


The, symbol of: the boat to represent the World. Council, of Churches, in .. 
particular and. the, ecumenical, movement. in. general is a correct one. We are 
passing through, troubled waters, negotiating all sorts of. storms,. and 
endeavouring to keep on course., But our. problem seems to be that we have 
settled down in the boat, and are enjoying the voyage! We know how. to. get 
round obstacles and can cope with critical situations. What we lack is the 
longing to arrive, the passionate desire to TIPSY: the harbour ahead, the 
goal of unity. 


True unity is unity in growing into the truth, in the Spirit, within each one 
of our churches. .. Unity is in fact conversion to the Lord of the Church. Of 
‘course, we need to, make comparisons, negotiate and have conversations, but 
ultimately true unity arises out of our unity in the Spirit, in prayer, in 
worship, in the very presence of God. ... If you want images to convey the 
unity,we seek, I would say that what we.are seeking is not reunion or return 
but. a deepening affirmation of our unity in the worship of the Trinity. | We 
phekong 1 to, one -another when we all belong to the triune God. ... 


There Sa much greater Spiritual. interpenetration between us than that which 
we discern, acknowledge and express. In our meetings we take part in services 
of worship from different traditions or using material from different . 
traditions...-But even if our awareness of our ecclesial identity holds us back 
from full ~participation.in the worship led by brothers and sisters of another 
confession, we-cannot prevent the Spirit from taking hold of us in the form of 
an 'amen' or sign of the cross as a spontaneous response to what we acknowledge 
to be a.valid-act of worship beyond the theological formulations we may use to 
define validity.. | 


The..common prayer, spiritual interpenetration, worship, and celebration which 

has salready,.been achieved among us is a moral and spiritual pressure on us to 
find a theological formulation which adequately expresses it. ... A second 
aspect of our progress in the field of unity is in the area of our social, 
political,.and economic commitment. Since its inception, the World Council of 
Churches, has. had .a.concern for the affairs of the world. Reconstruction in 
‘Europe, the division of the post-war world into opposing ideological blocks, 
the,awakening .of the Third World and the movement towards national independence 
have-been present from the beginning in the World Council of Churches. ... 


In that.simple outdoor ceremony in Vancouver, at which the United States and 
Central American delegations pledged themselves to one another in an ecumenical 
covenant for life in that region of the world, what they were doing was not 
-simply-promising help, but they were bringing before God, with the whole 
universal Christian community as witnesses, the seriousness of their mutual 
commitment. They were staking their own existence as church on-it. ... 


If we acknowledge one another as being within the divine covenant, then no 
human force can break our solidarity. The covenant for justice compels us to 
question our ecclesiology: in that concrete realm of human activity. in what 
Sense are we demonstrating, are we living out our common membership of the one 
people of the promise, the people of the covenant called into being by God 
himself? If we have committed ourselves to a common search for paths to 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation, are we not already more united 
than we realize? Is there not now already between us a unity which is deeper 
than our doctrinal formulations can express? 
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ECUTEXT: - "WCC Statements and WCC Silence” ~ a) :6Y9IS0" EPS! Bb 038. 33 


|This item is excerpted froma document presented to the central committee of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches at its meeting in Buenos Aires, 
28 July-8 August. | | LinTIO 2 MAS WO TO 


Christians and churches should endeavour to differentiate the time to Speak: and 
the time to keep silence. ‘Discerning the times' is an obligation of leader- 
ship. Over the years with accumulated experience a salutary discipline of 
determining case by case both the strategic centre of a problem and the form 
of action evolves. | 


Therefore it should be stressed that apparent silence on the part of the WCC 
does not necessarily mean lack of action. There may be certain situations 
where no action is deemed necessary or feasible and therefore silence 
maintained. But most often 'silence' means either a non-public form of 
action - which may be made public later - or waiting for an appropriate time 
to take suitable action. Such 'silence' can be explained in retrospect and 
it appears that it may be useful to do so in some instances’. °° 


The question is often raised as to what impact, if any, has the WCC through 
its public statements on the international system. It is difficult to answer 
this question. The involvement of the WCC in international affairs, through 
the variety of forms indicated, is both an attempt to maintain and promote the 
fellowship of the churches, to support their witness in the socio-political 
field and to bear witness as an international body of churches in the realm 

of nations. Therefore any assessment of its impact is not easy. One can 
cite instances where an action of the WCC may have directly assisted a church 
or churches in a given situation and where the WCC may have directly. 
influenced the decision of a government or an inter-governmental organization. 


But the WCC is and should continue to be extremely cautious about making any 
such claims. International decisions are the result of complicated processes 
and it is practically impossible to estimate correctly just how much or how 
little each group participating in the general discussion has contributed. 
Moreover governments rarely concede that their actions are the result of 
pressures or representations from outside. 


Yet the effect of public opinion on governmerital and inter-governmental | 
decisions should not be underestimated. The WCC sometimes adds to the 
momentum of public opinion. There are occasions when it adds credibility to 
a campaign or action by its special knowledge of the situation or its moral 
force or by both. It is also recognized that sometimes WCC statements may 
create difficulties for member churches in particular situations. When this 
happens there should be discussions with such churches on all the issues 
involved. Vd bn 


WCC statements are sometimes criticized. Usually the criticisms are around 
the rationale, selection of issues, criteria, etc. There are criticisms also 
about the political judgement or analysis statements reflect. Response to th 
criticisms can be made only with reference to the wide variety of actions and 
the special reasons for a particular statement. Wee 
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FCUTEXT: “WCC Concerns and Actions in International Affairs" EPS 85.08.34 


|This item is excerpted from a document presented to the central committee of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches at its meeting in Buenos Aires, 
28 July- 8 August] 


The major areas of concern for the WCC in international affairs maybe 
identified as follows in a general way: peace and justice (under this wide 
term several aspects of peace including disarmament and of justice including 
socio-economic justice are dealt with; ... conflict situations (they refer not 
only to international conflicts but aiso several national conflicts and in many 
instances the border line between them is thin - they also include situations 
wnich are likely to lead to conflicts and dormant conflicts); human rights 
(conceptual clarifications as well as response to particular situations: and 
oamphasis on religious liberty); racism (special emphasis on Southern Africa 
but its manifestation in various situations). Other recurring themes include 
refugees, economic crisis, food, etc. 


It may be mentioned here that these concerns expressed in contemporary terms 
emerge out of the biblical image/vision of shalom. Shalom is a condition ‘of 
wholeness and harmony of peace, justice and righteousness, of healing and 
Salvation, of freedom, prosperity and well-being. This concept stands: in 
stark contrast to the many conditions of life in which we find ourselves today 
and which are the resuits of injustice, oppression, racism, sexism, conflict 
and war. While there is no biblical blue-print for a foreign or global 
policy, the vision of shalom is ever placed before us as a challenge and asa 
possibility and God continues to stir up people who take fresh initiatives and 
help create tne conditions of peace as envisioned in shalom. ... 


|In response to these concerns there are several forms of WCC actions. | 


Monitoring, Analysis, Interpretation: Each major poiitical development, each 
conflict tends to affect the life and witness of churches in one-or more nation 
and therefore is of interest to the fellowship of the churches. ‘Such 
situations are monitored and carefully analysed. Such analysis is sometimes 
used only internally in the WCC but is in many cases shared withthe wider 
constituency and even outside. Many churches and groups related to them 
because of their deep involvement in situations have a wealth of information as 
well as the perspective of those engaged in the-struggle. The wCC attempts to 
make use of this information in interpreting the situations. It is recognized 
that the credibility of the WCC in international affairs depends on its ability 
to provide competent analysis of the issues and situations it deals with... The 
WCC maintains active contacts with specialized institutes, study and research 
centres, etc. 


Collection of information and interpretation of it thus becomes an important 
form of action. There are particular situations where the WCC is able. to give 
such interpretation with widely-recognized competence. There are various 
publications of the WCC which give studies and analysis of current developments. 
... They often do provide 'counter-information'. Study documents on specific 
issues and situations are published. 


Delegations are sent to churches in critical situations and discussions are 
Carried on with governments. They make recommendations to the WCC for follow- 
up. There are pestoral visits to churches in difficult situations. | They 
often bring the experience of other churches and become manifestation of the 
fellowship to which they belong. There are teams sent to study and report on 
particular situations. Such reports are shared not only with churches but 
selected governments and inter-governmental bodies. 


(over) 


WCC Concerns and Actions/2 


Confidential representations are made to some governments. It may be pointed 
Out that in some cases governments are more responsive to confidential 
representations than to public protests or appeals. This is sometimes done 
through one or more member churches which may have special influence on a 
government. 


Representations are made also to inter-governmental bodies. ‘Good offices’ 
of UN officials and diplomatic channels are used to intervene in specific 
cases. Information is shared with also a number of leading non-governmental 
organizations with whom sometimes joint actions are undertaken and 
representations made. 


Support for action groups. A number of groups and movements, many of them 
church-related, are engaged today in the struggle for human TignLs..f Ol. Lue 
rights of workers and peasants, for peace and disarmament and in the struggle 
against racism. Several of them are linked to the WCC either directly or 
indirectly. They and many others are supported by the WCC in various forms 
in the spirit of solidarity. This has become an important part of the 
ministry of the WCC. 


Special emphasis is given to efforts for peaceful resolution of conflicts. 
This consists of efforts towards an ‘early warning system’ re ated to 
conflicts, work on preventive measures, identification of dormant conflicts 
which may escalate, providing a channel of communication between parties in 
conflicts exploring possibilities with churches, and helping processes that 
would lead to negotiations and peaceful settlement. Possibilities of such 
intervention differ substantially from one situation to another. Many such 
efforts will remain without begin reported. 


It is in this context of a wide variety of possible forms of action that 
public statements are made when they are deemed to be necessary and effective. 
It is true that public statements do receive a lot of attention. But it has 
to be emphasized again that it is only one form of action and to judge the 
WCC's role in international affairs on the basis of public statements is 
misleading. This is a problem we face especially with the media but even 
within our own constituency. ... 


in the perception of the role of the WCC in international affairs the part 
played by the media should be seriously considered. The media makes a 
selection of international developments especially in terms of relative 
importance given to each development. This influences the public and the 
churches also in terms of expectations from the WCC. The media reports | 
selected actions of the WCC and in ways they consider newsworthy. There is 
naturally a greater interest on the part of the media in Tes DOLLulGais 
actions of the WCC than in other activities. ) 


The influence of the interests that currently dominate mass media cannot be ~ 
ignored. The perception about the WCC through such reporting is often partial 
not being fair to the comprehensive nature of the ecumenical movement's 
activities, and is sometimes misleading. Ways have to be found to interpret 
the public actions of the WCC in a wider context and efforts have to be made to 
provide the media with additional information on the background of action. 
Greater recognition of the complexity of the media is needed and therefore more 
care has to be exercised in fostering relationships with the media. vee 
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CUTEXT: "A Word from WARC on the Edict of Nantes" EPS 85.08.35 


This item is excerpted from a statement in the June "Reformed World”, 
uarterly of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. The 300th 
nniversary of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes (the 1598 decree by King 
enry IV which granted limited rights and recognition to Reformed Christians 

n France) is next 22 October. The statement was signed by WARC President 
llan Boesak, and WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret. } 


y the revocation, King Louis XIV deprived the Reformed Church of its legal 
ight to exist. Reformed pastors were given a fortnight to abjure their 
aith or else to quit France. Reformed churches were demolished: Any form 
f religious service, even in private homes, was prohibited. The Reformed 
chools were abolished. Anyone resisting these measures was severely 
unished. The persecution had consequences of a kind unanticipated: by the 
rench government. A flood of refugees streamed across the frontiers.» It 
as the largest exodus for centuries. More than 200,000 refugees sought 
sylum in Switzerland, Holland, England, Scotland, Ireland, Brandenburg, 
enmark, South Africa and even in Russia. In many places, ‘Huguenot’ 
ommunities were founded. 


hat is the point of continuing to commemorate these events today? One thing 
ust be emphasized from the very outset; the jubilee would have failed in its 
urpose if it served to rekindle the quarrel between confessions. © That the 
ersecution of the Huguenots should have fuelled polemic in the past is 
nderstandable enough, but the Reformed Churches today cannot rest content 
ith that. On the contrary, they have a duty today to ask themselves anew 
hat significance that calamitous set of events has for the witness of the 
eformed Churches, indeed for all the churches, today. 


hilst we can in no way condone the violence and inhumanity associated with 
he historical event of the Revocation, we nevertheless give thanks to God for 
he witness borne by so many Reformed Christians whose faith was more precious 
o them than even their love for their native land. At once an inspiration 
nd a spur, this cloud of witnesses has accompanied the Reformed Churches down 
Oo our day. It serves to remind us of the price inseparable fromthe gospel 
nd brings vividly to mind the danger which threatens a church which is not 
repared to pay the price. 


‘he Revocation of the Edict of Nantes brought the Reformed churches, willy 
illy, back to the original springs of the Reformation. The persecution 
lefended the Reformed Church of France from the danger of conforming ‘to the 
ibsolutist mentality of that time. It would be quite improper, of course, to 
‘omanticize the Reformed church of that day. In the period prior to the 
‘evocation it had been dominated by the concern to fall in with the plan of a 
ational church. Thousands of Reformed Christians were caught unprepared by 
1 situation in which they were forced to decide and they disowned: their 

‘aith. At the same time, however, the persecution was a purifying process. 
‘he Reformed church rediscovered what it meant to be a pilgrim people of God. 


‘he expulsion of the Huguenots led ... to a deeper sense of universality in 
-he Reformed churches. ... The refugees provided the occasion fora growing 
ind deepening solidarity among the Reformed churches. They carried with them 
1ew and critical ideas which would spread throughout the whole of Europe. 


\bove all, however, the commemoration of the Jubilee will be worthwhile if we 
make it an opportunity for reflecting together on the witness which the church 


is called to bear in the world today. ...: 


(over) 


Edict of Nantes/2 


- The commemoration ... helps us to realize how important it is to work for a 
social order which allows room for a plurality of religious and political 
convictions. Louis XIV's vision of the unity and integrity of the state 
ruled out any tolerance of divergent religious convictions. Sooner or later, 
he had to proceed against the Reformed minority. The same inclination to 
absolute sovereignty is found today in various forms. In an increasing 
number of countries today, political systems, ideologies, and even the naked 
interest of dominant groups, lay claim to total sovereignty. Movements of 
opposition or dissent are outlawed and persecuted. Minorities, and sometimes 
even powerless majorities, are stifled and repressed. In the interests of 
the state, respect for human integrity and dignity is sacrificed. Torture 
and arbitrary justice are a daily occurrence today. The gospel requires us 
to work for a society in which diversity is not only not feared but firmly 
anchored in and defended and encouraged by law. 


- Secondly, the commemoration ... helps us to realize how important it is 
that we should break out of the idea of national sovereignty and outgrow the 
mere defence of national interests. To secure the predominance and growth of 
the French nation - that was the desire which directed the course of Louis 
XIV. If the idea of national sovereignty could still claim a certain 
plausibility at that time, it can claim none today. The sole possibility 
still open to us of ensuring peace today lies in the nations' recognizing 
themselves as members of the universal society of nations and acting 
accordingly. If they confine themselves in their own situation and their own 
interests alone, the whole of humanity is in mortal danger. The slogan of 
‘national security' must be unmasked and denounced as the ideology it is. 

Only together can we achieve security. Nations which seek it for themselves 
alone, inevitably end up by practising repression. The gospel sets a 
question mark against all national frontiers and directs our gaze to that 
Kingdom in which national, linguistic and cultural differences are reconciled. 


- Thirdly, the commemoration ... makes clear to us how important it is that 
the churches should constitute a universal fellowship transcending the 
national boundaries. The ills that befell the Reformed Church of France were 
assuaged by the solidarity felt and practised towards it by its sister 
Reformed churches. The fact that for a time at least the Huguenots found a 
welcome beyond the frontiers was a countersign against the absolutist outlook 
of France. This fellowship of mutual solidarity among the churches is more 
urgently needed than ever today. To demonstrate sporadically in times of 
special crisis is no longer enough today. A permanent mutual exchange 
between the churches is indispensable if they are to fulfil their sentinel 
office vis-a-vis the powers of the world. The gospel requires the churches 
to disregard national frontiers in championing the cause of the victims of 
violence, whether members of the church or not, the cause of the poor, the 
oppressed, the voiceless, the imprisoned and the tortured. 


- Finally, the commemoration ... brings home to us, specifically, the 
message which God addresses to us through refugees. Without setting out to 
be so, those:who become refugees - men, women and children - are in a real 
sense prophets and judges. By their very existence as refugees, they 
demonstrate the arbitrariness, injustice and oppression prevalent in the 
country from which they come. Conversely, they set a test for the country to 
which they seek admission: will it prove hospitable and welcoming or will it 
seal its frontiers and so become a mirror image of the country from which the 
refugees come? The gospel draws our attention to this twofold message. It 
summons us to make room for the refugee wherever we happen to live. ... 
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Temporary EPS Telephone Change: Through 20 August, the EPS telephone number 
in Geneva is 022/91 61 32. 


Coverage of the plenary meeting of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order 
[Stavanger (Norway), 13-25 August] is planned for the EPS issue to be mailed 
26 August. 


The regular EPS deadline is 0/700 GMT every Tuesday. However, there is no 
deadline the week of 11 August, and the deadline for the following week is 


Thursday, 22 August (0/00 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service) is a news and features service of Africa Church 


Information Service. Samples and subscription information are available from 
ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi, Kenya. 


WCC HAS NEW DEPUTY GENERAL Ecumenical Press 
SECRETARY, AND OTHER STAFF Service 85.08.36 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - Following three closed sessions at its annual meeting 
here, the central committee of the World Council of Churches announced the 
appointment of Ruth Sovik as WCC deputy general secretary, and of several 
other staff members, including directors of its inter-church aid (CICARWS) and 
education sub-units. 


Since 1983, Sovik has been general secretary of the Geneva-based World YWCA. 
She joined its staff in 1980 as associate general secretary. From 1973, she 
worked on the staff of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, 
first as associate editor of its quarterly journal (IRM), and from 1978 as its 
deputy director. She was also IRM associate editor in b965=67): 


In the WCC structure, each of three deputy general secretaries is responsible 
for one program unit and its sub-units. Sovik becomes staff moderator for the 
justice and service sub-units ~ Christian Medical Commission (CMC), Program to 
Combat Racism (PCR), Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 
(CCPD), Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), and 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. The other two WCC 
deputy general secretaries are Todor Sabev (Eastern Orthodox, Bulgaria), and 
Marie Assaad (Oriental Orthodox, Egypt). WCC general secretary Emilio Castro 
(Methodist, Uruguay) was CWME director 1973-83. Sovik, a US citizen and a 
member of the Lutheran Church in America, is to take up her new post at a date 
to be agreed. 


The new CICARWS director, also effective at a date to be agreed, is Klaus 
Poser, currently (since 1969) director of EZE (Evangelische Zentralstelle fiir 
Entwicklungshilfe), a church-related overseas development agency in Bonn 
(FRG). He is a Lutheran (member of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland). 
The new WCC education director, effective 15 October, is Clifford Franklin 
Payne, a staff member of the Caribbean Conference of Churches since 1974. He 
has headed the CCC Christian education program (1974-83), and since 1980 has 
been a CCC sub-regional coordinator. A citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, he is 
an ordained minister (since 1958) of the US-based [Pentecostal] Church of God 
(Anderson, Indiana). 


Several WCC staff members have different jobs as a result of central committee 
action. Midge Beguin-Austin (Disciples, US), currently associate director of 
the WCC Office of Income Coordination and Development, is office director, 
effective 1 November. Robert W.F. van Drimmelen (Reformed (GKN), Netherlands), 
is CCPD executive secretary (socio-economic programs), effective l Novemeber. 
He has been PCR program secretary. James Mutambirwa (Anglican, Zimbabwe) is 
PCR program secretary, effective 1 September. He has been a PCR consultant. 
Reginald Amonoo-Lartson (Anglican, Ghana) is CMC associate director, effective 
1 September. He has been a CMC consultant. Joan Brown Campbell (Disciples, 
US), who has been director of the WCC's US office in New York on a part-time 
basis, begins work full-time, effective 1 October. Carlos Sintado (Methodist, 
Argentina) is secretary for development education, effective 1 August 1985. 
He has been WCC youth director. 


Also approved were two lecturers for the WCC Ecumenical Institute (Bossey), 
Cyris H. Moon (Reformed (Presbyterian), South Korea), and Ofelia Ortega Suarez 
(Reformed (Presbyterian), Cuba); a CCPD program secretary (theological 
studies), Levi Videla Oracion (United, Philippines); a secretary for 
urban/rural mission, Jose Cunanan (Methodist, Philippines); an associate 
director for the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, Aldo _ Comba (Ref ormed 
(Waldensian), Italy); and a French translator, Lise Phillips (Reformed, 
France). 
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UK, ARGENTINE CHURCH REPS IN Ecumenical Press 


FALKLANDS /MALVINAS DIALOGUE Service 85.08. 37 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The sixth in a series of talks to “help create ... trust 
and understanding” between Argentina and the UK on the Malvinas/Falklands 
issue was completed here by representatives of the Argentine Consultative 
Council of Churches and the British Council of Churches. 


By sharing widely results and recommendations of their discussions, 
representatives of the two councils said (3 August) at a news conference here 
they hoped to "make it easier for the politicians to solve the hard political 
problems" related to the South Atlantic islands over which both the UK and 
Argentina claim sovereignty. The islands were the focus of a six-week war 
between the two countries in 1982. 


Church people from the two countries have been in contact “from the beginning 
of the conflict" even while “their countries were crying for war", said John 
Habgood, /Anglican/ archbishop of York, and a member of the BCC delegation. 


Both delegations agreed at their latest meeting here that the issue of 
sovereignty must be included on the agenda for discussion between the 
governments of their two countries. Reflecting widely-held views in each 
country, the Argentine government has insisted on this and the UK government 
has refused such discussions. 


Habgood commented that one reason the UK government has been unwilling to 
negotiate on sovereignty is that it believes Argentina's only aim is "the 


transfer of sovereignty to Argentina in one form or another”. He said he 
personally agrees with his government that sovereignty discussions must not 
begin based on such a foregone conclusion. "We haven't said absolutely ... 


what sovereignty means", noted Mario Yutsis, a philosophy professor at Isedet 
seminary here, and a member of the Argentine church delegation. 


The delegations agreed that the significance of the 1983 return to democracy 
by Argentina after more than seven years of military rule has not been as 
fully appreciated in the UK as it should be. In addition, they called for 
more study of “geopolitical and geostrategic” dimensions of the Malvinas/ 
Falklands conflict, such as possible military bases there. 


The Latin American Council of Churches, National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA and World Council of Churches were asked to assist in study 
of those and other "factors impeding a solution to the conflict”. Also, 
Roman Catholic bishops in the two countries are to be invited to undertake 
“some sort of" work on Falklands/Malvinas issues. 


Both delegations affirmed the importance of the BCC continuing to seek 
dialogue with church people on the Falklands/Malvinas. The Argentine church 
representatives expressed the hope they could re-establish fellowship with the 
churches there. Both church councils agreed the “situation of the islanders 
is not so simple" as polling them on their wishes about their future. Most of 
the 2,00C islanders favour continued links with the UK. 


This was the sixth meeting of representatives of the two church councils to 
discuss the Malvinas/Falklands issue. The first was in Montevideo in 1983. 
A date for the next meeting has still to be set. Also in connection with 
their sessions here, some members of the delegations met with Argentine 
legislators and a government minister. 
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YMCAs HOLL $TH Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL Service &5.08. 38 


NYBORG STRAND (Denmark) (EPS/Erika Tysoe-Diilken) - After a week of meetings, 
discussion, and debate among 645 participants from 82 countries, the 9th World 
Council of YMCAs closed officially (3 August), and the 10th World Council 
opened later that day under new rules approved during the ninth council. 


The new rules reduced the size of the council from about 450 to about 130 
members. It will now meet every three years instead of every four. Also, the 
size of the executive committee of the Geneva-based World Alliance of YMCAs 
was reduced by a third, to about 30, including three officers and six 
appointed members. The rules also call for a larger World Assembly of YMCAs 
to meet every six years. 


Working under the new rules, the council elected Lee Soo-Min of Korea as 
secretary-general to succeed Hector Caselli (EPS 85.05.59), and chose James R. 
Bellatti (USA) as president, succeeding James Love (Scotland). Lee has been 
general secretary of the Asia Alliance of YMCAs since 1973. Bellatti is 
publisher and editor of the Stillwater News Press (Stillwater, Oklahoma, USA), 
a former vice-president of the world alliance, and a past-president of the 
National Council of the YMCA of the USA. 


The 10th world council also elected Alejandro Vassilaqui (Peru) as deputy 
president, Alfred Hirs (Switzerland) as treasurer and the following 21 other 
executive committee members: Hector D. Banchero of Uruguay, Clyde Bingfield 
of England, Roger Boulton of Venezuela, Ivar Braendgaard of Denmark, Helen 
Christou of Canada, Edwin S. Cook of Canada, Sam Evans of the US, Tariho 
Fukuda of Japan, Dia H. Habashy of Egypt, Philip Chi-Kuen Kwok of Hong Kong. 


Also, John W. Kyeyune of Uganda, Paul Le Gros of New Zealand, Moses Malunda of 
Zambia, Peter W. Olago of Kenya, Franz Schmidt of Austria, Boonrerm Singhanetr 
of Thailand, Eduardo Sposito of Argentina, Jesus Troncoso of the Dominican 
Republic, Dale Vonderau of the US, Guenther Wolff of the German Federal 
Republic and Garba A. Yaroson of Nigeria. 


With the theme “your kingdom come - living up to our responsibilities", the 
council stimulated debate and discussions about issues of justice, 
particularly basic human needs, peace and human rights. In a keynote speech, 


Mortimer Arias, a Methodist theologian in Costa Rica, said the vision of 
justice which permeates the Bible is too often obscured because the Hebrew 
word for "justice" is often translated by the rather personal and moralistic 
word “righteousness”. 


"But", Arias said, “justice is the name of the game”. To know God is to do 
justice, and injustice, therefore, is the very essence of sin, it is the heart 
of atheism” in the Bible. He concentrated on the meaning of “the year of the 
Lord", the biblical jubilee year which meant emancipation of slaves and 
cancellation of debts every seven years. 


The second keynote speaker was David Kwang-Sun Suh, professor of theology at 
Ewha Women's University in Seoul. He recounted his life in war-torn and 
divided Korea. Suh talked of the torment of one who could accept neither the 
stand of a just war nor that of pacifism. "Our problem is this," he said, 
"in the name of justice, is a war justifiable? And in the name of peace, can 
we justifiably deny justice?" 


(over) 


YMCA/2 


Suh explored the paradox by which, for internal security “peace becomes 
violence, and peace is now a captive of violence. ... We do not want to live 
in peace by closing our eyes, covering our mouths and plugging our ears for 
the sake of national security", he said. 


Suh showed how Jesus was the storyteller of the Kingdom of God and the story 
itself. "The Kingdom of God is not a silent kingdom", he said. Pours 
noisy, messy, exciting and dynamic, full of children, women, the poor and the 
ignorant", with Jesus in it who “looked too weak to be a freedom fighter" yet 
who was “too dangerous for the established power”. 


Concluding his speech with an allusion to a story of an evil and arrogant king 
by the 19th-century Danish fairy-tale writer, Hans Christian Andersen, Suh 
said, "Our talk about peace may be only a mosquito's hum, but our movement for 
peace and justice and for the Kingdom of God has to be the sting of Christian 
Andersen's mosquito bite. We shall be the mosquitos of God.” 


During the following days, delegates met several times in small groups to 
discuss issues of justice, basic human needs, peace and human rights as they 
related to themselves and their YMCAs. In addition to such _ general 
discussions, the council overwhelmingly voted to condemn the South African 
government's policy of apartheid (race separation with white supremacy). 


At the council's opening, (28 July), about 65C people filled the principal 
church here for an ecumenical service. In his sermon, Ole Bertelsen, Lutheran 
bishop of Copenhagen, spoke of how Christ “has liberated us from saving the 
world and solving all problems by our own forces. Now we are free to act, to 
change structures and circumstances", he said. 


Bertelsen spoke of the temptation “to think that this weak man on the cross is 
not the lord of the world" and of the fact "that all the differences within 
the body of Christ are necessary, because they are pre-conditions of the unity 
in hin. He is our unity. Ee is therefore the basis of the important human 
right: the right to be different.” 


Two hours later, as the meeting was officially opened for business, six new 
members of the alliance - Angola, Bolivia, French Polynesia, Ireland, Wales 
and Zimbabwe - were officially recognized, bringing its membership to 72 
national movements. 


Worship here was led by an international team of liturgists, recruited with 
the help of the World Council of Churches and YMCAs in different parts of the 
world. 


The alliance estimates that the YMCA is currently represented in $0 countries, 
with 23 million members and programme partricipants, 700,000 voluntary 
leaders, and about 25,000 full-time, paid staff. 


Before the council, the alliance assembled statements from YMCA staff and 
other leaders in 10 countries (Norway, Costa Rica, US, Australia, Japan, South 
Korea, Netherlands, West Germany, Argentina, and Canada) and three regional 
organizations (Latin America, Africa, Asia) about “external and internal 
blocks and negative forces which -prevent YMCAs from developing programme 
initiatives or taking other significant actions and commitments relating to 
justice" issues. 
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WOMEN'S, YOUTH'S ROLE Ecumenical Press 
ON WORLD CHURCH AGENDA Service 85.08. 39 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - "We must remember that the women in their struggle also 
struggle for full humanness for men as well, because nobody can be free unless 
all are free." Thus did Barbel von Wartenberg-Potter, outgoing director of 
the women's sub-unit of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, reflect on 
a goal of ecumenical work on women's issues and concerns. 


Von Wartenberg-Potter was part of a presentation at the WCC central committee 
meeting here (2 August) which focused on two global meetings last month in 
Nairobi marking the end of the UN Decade for Women. The meetings there were 
attended by more than 17,COQ people; a WCC role there was to provide a 
“Christian presence”, said WCC Vice-Moderator Sylvia Talbot. 


She said a major challenge to the church from the meetings is how it will deal 
with church teachings used to reinforce prejudice against women. World 
religions, she said, include a "dialectic between positive and negative 
attitudes towards women, between statements which affirm her dignity and those 
which deny it”. She said a question which remains is "how can we renew these 
traditions so that in the future female sexuality may be affirmed and women 
become true partners with men”. 


Among other issues raised in connection with the presentation on the Nairobi 
meetings were ordination of women; links between global and local efforts for 
justice, peace, and the integrity of creation; and consequences if some parts 
of the church continue to restrict women's roles. 


-Observed committee adviser Erlinda Senturias, "People are looking for 
alternatives towards a solidarity which leads to a new spirituality for our 
time. ... This needs the trust of the bishops and of the church hierarchy as 
we return to do our task back home”. 


Speaking at a news conference later, Annie Jiagge, moderator of the WCC 
anti-racism program (PCR), said women in Nairobi affirmed that "structures 
that create over-affluence on the one side and poverty on the other" are as 
much a problem as sexism and racism, and that "the struggle against /sexual/ 
discrimination will not be complete unless these /economic/ structures and 
racism are realistically tackled.” 


Discussing youth and the ecumenical movement, outgoing WCC youth director 
Carlos Sintado observed that many problems which affect youth are the same as 
those which affect society in general. That was also a major thrust of a 
presentation to the committee on International Youth Year. 


During a news conference on youth issues, there was discussion of the impact 
of the international debt situation on young people, particularly those in 
poorer countries. Said committee member Fuctuoso Sabug (Philippine 
Independent Church), 34, “When we ask our people to pay these debts for 
generations to come, we should bear in mind that this did not benefit them", 
but rather a relative few in countries such as his. 


News conference participants also discussed the problems of “escapist sects" 
in their countries, and of their own involvement in sharing the faith. 
Sintado's successor, Heikki Huttunen, said young people talk about the world's 
problems, but also have the conviction that “there is a future, a hope for the 
world." 
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WORLD CHURCH REPS JOIN MARCK Ecumenical Press 
FOR ARGENTINE 'DISAPPEARED' Service 85.08.40 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - For the Canadian woman who is one of the World Council of 
Churches' seven presidents, a silver pendant from South Korea and a white 
headscarf from Argentina have special significance as symbols of the linking 
of women around the world in struggles for justice and human rights. 


In 1981, Lois Wilson, former moderator of the United Church of Canada, gave 


the pendant to a group of Argentine women ~- Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo - 
seeking to learn the fate of loved ones who disappeared during the years 
(1976-83) of military rule in their country. She received the pendant from 


South Korean women who lost relatives at the 1°80 Kwangu demonstration and 
were working for restoration of democracy in their country. 


Here for the meeting (28 July-8 August) of the WCC central committee, Wilson 
made contact with the Mayo mothers again. She joined the weekly march which 
is part of their continuing effort to learn the facts about the thousands who 
disappeared during the military years. 


At the demonstration, she found the Mayo mothers still had the pendant. Some 
recognized Wilson, and gave her a white headscarf, a symbol of their 
struggle. Embroidered on it, in Spanish, are the words, "restore to life our 
loved ones”. 


Wilson was among several dozen WCC central committee members, staff, and 
guests who joined the mothers' march (1 August) in the plaza in front of the 
Casa Rosada, where Argentina's president works. The mothers' headscarves 
carry the names of disappeared loved ones - "“desaparecidos” - along with the 
location and date of the disappearance. Many also had photos of the missing 
glued to their scarves, mounted on small placards, or hung around their necks. 


The mothers and grandmothers greeted members of the WCC group with kisses and 
embraces; then all began to march counter-clockwise around the monument in the 
centre of the plaza which commemorates the 1810 declaration of Argentine 
liberty. Soon there was a circle seven or eight across, walking slowly, and 
talking quietly. Arm-in-arm with one of the mothers was Marie Assaad 
(Oriental Orthodox, Egypt), one of the three WCC deputy general secretaries. 
She said she was marching “because I'm a mother”. 


Committee member Annathaie Abayasekera (Anglican, Sri Lanka), wearing a 


blue-and-white sari, was also in the circle. She said the marches represent 
"a united action of a group of women against an injustice done against them. 
My witness as a Christian is to be with them. It's important for us in the 


church to be involved with people who are oppressed and not feel embarrassed 
or frightened by it”, she added. 


Committee members were also invited to participate in a fast on the same day 
"for peace and the defence of life in Central America”. A document 
describing the fast linked it also with the mothers' efforts on behalf of, the 
disappeared. About 20C people of the 40G or so here for the committee 
meeting returned forms indicating they took part in the fast. 


Committee member Janice Love (Methodist, US), said she participated in the 
march to "make the fast real”. She said the mothers “have shown so much 


courage all along, that I thought it was the least I could do.” 
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WCC SENDS LETTER TO BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
ON ANNIVERSARY OF VATICAN II Service 85.08.41 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches must pursue theological dialogue “with renewed commitment," with a 
“steadfast, determined and urgent search" for common witness, according to the 
WCC central committee, meeting here. 


“We must not only talk about common witness, we must render common witness,” 
the committee says in a letter to the extraordinary synod of Roman Catholic 
bishops, to meet in November in Rome to mark the 20th anniversary of the end 
of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). (Except for Roman Catholicism, WCC 
members come from almost all the world's Christian traditions.) 


Quoting from the “Last Piece of Writing” of the late W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the 
first WCC general secretary, the committee says “not just the skeptical world 
but even the millions of church members will take us really seriously only 
when the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church speak and act together in the name 
of Christ, bringing new hope to a world threatened by meaninglessness, 
self-destruction, violence and poverty.” 


The text of the letter was presented to the central committee after discussion 
by two smaller committees. An earlier draft said “we should all steer clear 
of legalistic rigidity.” The central committee affirmed elimination of that 
reference, but said the final form of the letter should “keep the idea." 


Those “somewhat sharp” words were “addressed both to the churches of the WCC 
as well as to the Roman Catholic Church,” said Jacques Maury (Reformed, 
France), co-moderator of the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the WCC, at a news conference following adoption of the text of the 
letter (6 August). “There are representatives of [WCC] member churches who 
found the [original] sentence much too much to the point and preferred to say 
things in a little bit more tactful way," he observed. 


In its letter, the committee hopes “the synod will reaffirm and strengthen the 
ecumenical openness which characterized" Vatican II. That council “opened the 
doors for cooperation and mutual understanding between the Roman Catholic 
Church and Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant churches,” the committee recalls. 


Recalling the visits of popes Paul VI and John Paul II to WCC headquarters in 
Geneva, the committee observes that they “both affirmed the need for our 
further cooperation in the one ecumenical movement. It is in this spirit of 
common commitment that we address you.” 


The letter expressed gratitude for continuing WCC-RCC cooperation, and refers 
to various examples at the world level, such as the 12 Roman Catholic members 
of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, and Roman Catholic staff members 
related to the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and the 
Ecumenical Institute. It also notes "increasing cooperation between our 
churches at local and regional levels," and pledges to continue to “work 
together in preparing the annual week of prayer for Christian unity" and 
“common Bible translations in many lands and several languages.” 


"We live in a troubled world,” the committee observes, “which raises for us 
questions which need a common response,” such as peace and reconciliation, 
disarmament, poverty, respect for God's created world, and ethical challenges 
posed by modern science. "How shall we provide,” it asks, "for all Christian 
people to fulfill their God-given role in manifesting the unity of the church 
--. aS well as in the decision-making processes related to these?" 
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German Reformed Churches support ecumenical peace council EPS 85.08.42 
GENEVA (EPS) - In a recent declaration issued here, the Reformed General 
Convention of the German Democratic Republic and the Board of the Ref ormed 
Alliance in the Federal Republic of Germany and Berlin (west) expressed their 
support of the call of the Diisseldorf Kirchentag which asked the churches to 
form an ecumenical peace council. The council, the statement said, will help 
the churches “make and unequivocal~ pronoucement concerning its responsibility 
towards peace which cannot be ignored by mankina.” 


Ecumenical training programme in Botswana marks first decade FPS 85.08.43 
otswana - The ecumenical Botswana Theological Training 
Programme marked its 10th anniversary earlier this year. It offers training 


by extension to 103 students in 33 centres across this southern African nation. 


World Methodist Council circulates affirmation EPS 85.08.44 
LAKE JUNALUSKA (North Carolina/US) (EPS)-The World Methodist Council, based here. 
is circulating an invitation to Methodist and members of United churches to 
"Claim and reaffirm the essential apostolic and universal teachings of the 
historic Christian faith". |The statement, drafted by a WMC group which met 
earlier this year in Jerusalem, is to be considered by next year's WMC meeting 
in Nairobi. 


Garbage dumped at Jamaica Council of Churches EPS 85.08.45 
KINGSTON (Jamaica)(EPS) - About three truckloads of garbage were dumped last month 
in front of the offices here of the Jamaica Council of Churches. JCC 

President Raymond Coke said "we can only surmise that this action is caused 

by our response to a number of recent issues", notably criticism by JCC 

Secretary Edmund Davis of Jamaican Prime Minister Edward Seaga's policies in 
connection with a general strike. The council has been trying to mediate in 

the situation. Seaga has been supported by a new group, the National 
Consultative Committee of Churches, which praised his "stern and sterling" 
efforts to lead the Caribbean island nation on a "path of economic recovery”. 


Tenth Anniversary of Helsinki Accords Marked Ecumenically EPS 85.08..46 
HELSINKI (EPS) - An ecumenical workshop was held here (1 August) in connection 
with observances here of the 10th anniversary of the tenth anniversary of the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (Helsinki Accords). It was 
Sponsored by Finnish Lutheran, Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Methodist 
representatives. Official members of the 35 national delegations here to 
mark the anniversary were invited, but none came. 


SA church leader regrets restrictions on funerals EPS? 554 08es47 
JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - General Secretary Beyers Naudé of the South African 
Council of Churches urged the government to "review its decision" to limit the 
number of people allowed to attend funerals in black townships. The 
government says the move, in connection with the state of emergency here. 

(EPS 85.08.06). is meant to "depoliticize" the events, but Naudé said the 
funerals are first’and foremost religious events, notwithstanding any 
"political connotations". He also observed that blacks in South Africa 
consider the deaths in recent weeks political. In another development. white 
Dutch Reformed ministers are to meet with their black colleages to discuss the 
South African situation in a closed meeting this month. 
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ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Christians Sharing Bread" EPS 85.08.48 


(This item is excerpted from the sermon at the opening gathering for worship 
(28. July, EPS 85.08.05) of the central committee of the World Council of 
Churches, in Buenos Aires. Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based 
WCC.) 


... The bread we speak of in the struggle for justice, the bread we share in 
token of solidarity conveys a deeper reality - the love of God made present 
in our lives, the Kingdom as the guiding light in everything we do, the end 
of human conflict and division, as God has promised in Jesus Christ. In the 
Lord's supper we receive the food of love which gives us guidance and hope, 
Strength to face the conflicts of today and courage to show the solidarity 
required of us and to overcome immediate difficulties, looking always to the 
feast of the Kingdom. 


It is precisely here, amongst peoples like ours in Latin America, with a long 
history of suffering and difficulty, where despair is an ever-present 
temptation, that we have to proclaim with vigour the message of justice and 
solidarity which holds the promise of eternal life, which promises the coming 
of a new day and is capable of setting a new ideal and furnishing the strength 
to work towards it. 


Even when all the political, social, and economic powers-that-be are ranged 
against the justice that is needed and stand as barriers against our 
solidarity, we are able, in the strength of the bread of life which is Jesus 
Christ, to affirm that there is a tomorrow, that we must march together 
towards the feast of solidarity, that there will be a new day where the 
justice of the Kingdom is real. 


This sacramental reality, this vision of our human existence in the divine 
perspective, this awareness of deeper meaning in our daily food brings us 
into contact with that reality itself, both in the sacramental bread of 
communion and in the ordinary bread we share every day. The Lord Jesus 
Christ who took upon himself the suffering of the men and women who lived in 
the province of Palestine in the first century of our era is the same Lord 
who comes to us in the bread and the wine to share in our reality, to help 
us to rise above our limitations. to give us the assurance that in Him we 
have life and life in all its fullness. 


The food which Jesus Christ gives us, the food which the church must share 
with the whole world is the food of love which goes beyond the here and now, 
lifting our eyes and hearts to the promise of the Kingdom which is to come. 
We can see how important the task of Christ's church is! It is called to 
be the bearer of a message of justice, to be a champion in the struggle for 
SOlidarity and, at the same time, it is charged with the revelation of the 
Word of God made flesh, made hope, promise, challenge and existential 
reality now and for always. ... 


The World Council of Churches is ... an expression of our Christian presence 

in the world today. We are gathered here in prayer and fellowship, seeking 

to overcome the barriers which still prevent us from sharing together at the 
One table of the Lord. But even though we do so separately, we all turn to 
the one same bread of life for the strength to proclaim to the tired and 

hungry peoples of the world that there is hope in Christ; the strength to live 
in solidarity with those peoples, to raise our voices and join our efforts to 
all the other efforts for the cause of justice which will make it possible to 
Overcome the limitations which dominate our human situation. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: “Ecumenism Now” EPS 85.08.49 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from a presentation he made (20 May) to the council of 
the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany. It was translated from the 
original Spanish by the WCC language service. ] 


We must concentrate on the quest to find, define and promote a spirituality 
for our times. The quality of the worship life at the Vancouver Assembly was 
no accident. It was the culmination of a long pilgrimage during which the 
WCC has sought to show more persuasively what it really is and its ecclesial 
nature. The Vancouver worship demostrated our awareness that the great 
problems facing humanity cannot be solved by our human strength alone. Only 
if our work is firmly rooted in the very heart of our Christian faith will we 
find the courage, strength, patience and perseverance to continue our struggle. 


The proclamation of the gospel is, in the last analysis, the only distinctive 
contribution we have to make to the world as Christians, and its aim is 
precisely to provide a spiritual basis for all human activities. As we face 
the tragic realities of our world today, we cannot undertake any programmes 
which do not point clearly and unequivocally, like John the Baptist, to him 
who 'takes away the sin of the world'. 


This is why I am also convinced that we have to put fresh vigour into our 
efforts towards a common celebration of the eucharist in our ecumenical 
life. I am fully aware of the many difficulties of doctrine and church law 
which stand in the way of this development. Yet if we affirm Christian 
spirituality, the demands of life in Christ will inevitably oblige us to face 
up to this problem, not so much the ecclesiological and canonical aspects of 
it, but in the true sense of spiritual experience, essential manna for the 
journey of faith. 


The second great challenge facing us is, of course, to continue on the path 
towards towards the union of the churches. This is the raison d'étre of the 
wcC; its essential aim is to manifest the unity we have in Christ, that the 
world may believe that the Father sent hin. We have already come a long 
way. Our Orthodox friends have reminded us that it is not a case of seeking 
the unity of the church, which is already given in Jesus Christ, but rather of 
engaging in a process leading to union or reunion. 


It seems to me that the work that has been done in connection with the text on 
baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM) has marked a new beginning in our 
efforts to express the unity we already have in Christ and to achieve mutual 
recognition among the churches. I am certain that the process of reception 
of BEM and the responses we are receiving will give new impetus to the quest 
for doctrinal unity. 


Obviously, as we have moved further along the way to unity we have 
increasingly come up against the real problems and the real difficulties. 
The reactions coming from some sections of the Roman Catholic church and even 
certain of its official publications which seem to be reverting to what might 
be called an anti-ecumenical position, simply indicate the seriousness of the 
stage we have reached at present. The Roman Catholic church's difficulty in 
affirming its own identity while recognizing the pluralism that exists within 
it is an added difficulty in the conversations on unity. Nevertheless, we are 
closer than ever before to the moment of truth. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kenith David: "Recognizing Good News in the Poor” EPS 85.08.50 


[This item is excerpted from a report to the meeting last January of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches 
ter s*65-02583); David is CWME secretary for Urban Rural Mission. ] 


--. Are we and our churches really - mentally, emotionally, spiritually, 
economically, politically - in a position to recognize the Good News or the 
Kingdom in the poor and oppressed? Can recognition really take place without 
suffering and identification? Or is it really true that such recognition can 
take place in boardrooms and consultations? ... I want to emphasize the 
economic and political contexts of our recognition and proclamation. In an 
increasingly insecure, capitalist, propagandist, and militaristic context 
(this includes the so-called socialist countries), will we be allowed the 
independence to recognize the Good News in the poor and oppressed? ... 


The proclamation and enactment of Good News to the poor has so far (on the 
whole) followed the same path as the concepts of development and democracy, 
that is, a top-down approach, with people (created in the image of God) being 
treated as objects or even fodder for the process we call evangelization. Is 
it possible for us to discern/discover a form or methodology of evangelizing 
the Good News while at the same time recognizing that people are subjects? ... 
Can a rigidly hierarchical church really be squared with a form of Good News 
to the poor which treats people as subjects? ... 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Allan Kirton: "Reflections on a Papal Visit" EPS 85.08.51 
[Kirton is general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches. This 


item is excerpted from his column in the March issue of "Caribbean Contact.” ] 


--- The brevity of [the pope's visit in February to Trinidad and Tobago] may 
have distorted the perception ... of its worthiness in terms of cost- 
effectiveness. Neither is there any doubt that excesses in the language of 
some supporters ... encouraged ... misinformed hyperboles [in opposition] 
which threatened to mar a historic national occasion .... 


It may be that some of the misunderstandings arose from the fact ... [the 
pope] is not only head of a ... denomination; he is also a head of state. 
In him ... religious and political functions ... cannot be separated. ... Some 
of the pomp and ceremony attending him is appropriate since that is how heads 
of state are usually treated. In passing, ... with that understanding of a 
dual role in the back of one's mind, understanding the Holy Father's position 
on the role of the clergy in politics becomes all the more perplexing. 


But, these misunderstandings and perplexities apart, the only word that could 
aptly describe the spectacle of the stadium mass is 'splendid'. ... It 
indicated the high quality of planning and implementing ability that can be 
called upon in a state ... often misrepresented as chaotic and lacking in the 
<ind of talent that is needed to move it forward. Secondly, one could not 
1elp being struck by the 'Caribbeanness' of the celebration - the melodies, 
rhythms, lyrics and instrumentation were very much our own and must have 
leeply impressed the distinguished visitor. Thirdly, the administration of 
che eucharist within the context of celebration was ... exhilirating .... 
The place of the sacrament as a sign of our rejoicing at Christ's victory and 
1ot merely of our solemn and most lugubrious commemoration of his death needs 
-O be discovered, especially by ... us ... Protestant[s]. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/C. C. Shang: “Challenges for Taiwanese Presbyterians” EPS 85.08.52 


[Shang is moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. This’ item ‘is 
excerpted from his speech to the 29th General Assembly of the National 
Christian Council of Japan (EPS 85.05.13).] 


Our church had its beginning in 1865 as part of the modern missionary 
movement. The focus of that beginning was on preaching and healing. The 
church was a deeply socially-oriented church, not only preaching but doing the 
gospel. ... The church stood side by side with the common people in their 
sufferings and in their hopes. While doing this, it went through several 
socio-political changes: the Ching dynasty, the Japanese colonization period 
and finally the rule of the Republic of China. 


During the past 40 years, Taiwan has experienced many serious and difficult 
political situations. Taiwan became a sort of pawn in the hands of the super- 


powers. It suffered the loss of political recognition by world powers —- 
Japan, the US, and many others. Under this situation, outside powers seemed 
to be interfering and deciding the future of the people of Taiwan. As a 


result, the church spoke out through three statements ... [which] firmly 
expressed our belief that 18 million people in Taiwan should determine their 
own future. ... Taiwan must become thoroughly democratized. Our church is 
not against the regime or party, but it is concerned about "how to carry out 
the process of democracy”. 


While Dr Kao [PCT general secretary] was in prison [1980-84], the focus of 
many of our ecumenical partners was on the conditions of the prisoners, on Dr 


Kao's release, etc. There was much emotional and prayer support for our 
church. Now that he has been released ..., the intensity of this concern is 
understandably less. Most of our partner churches have developed centres of 


interest in mainland China. ... [Can] we ... continue ... close identification 
with churches whose energies and focus will be directed on China? 


Our church is still a "receiving" church, with about 100 missionaries ... from 
a wide spectrum of countries and churches. How long will we continue to be 
able to expect support from abroad in view of our “economic miracle"? Is our 
... relationship based on more than financial and personnel support? 


Ten years ago, ... divisions, internal disorder, and lack of unity were issues 


that faced a church going through stress and trial. Since that time, there 
has been healing and a greater sense of unity. Persecutions and outside 
pressures seemed to bring internal unity, a coming together. Church leaders 


learned to cope with uncertainties. Yet relationships between our mountain 
churches, Hakka, and Taiwanese-speaking congregations are still a matter of 
concern. This past year, the first mountain pastor was elected as deputy 
secretary. Following tradition, he will be moderator of the general assembly 
in three years. This is one sign of renewal and new unity. 


Future challenges lie in setting priorities for the church. ... Many of our 
Christians feel that faith is a private matter. But the Scripture emphasizes 
that it is a public matter. ... The very nature of our church will be revealed 
in the theological and evangelistic stance we take. This year we are 
observing the “year of evangelism”. We hope to reach one million members by 
the year 2000 - thus every year should be a year of evangelism. We also wish 
to grow in ways that will touch the lives of all people in Taiwan. ... We 
still have a way to go in developing our own style of Christianity that is not 
heavily Western. We seek to make the gospel culturally relevant without 
compromising the Lordship of Christ. ... 
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ROUNDUP: WORLD CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE IN ARGENTINA Service 85.08. 53 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS/Carol Fouke) - The central committee of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches held its first-ever meeting in Latin America (here, 
28 July-8 August). It used the occasion to take an intensive look at the 
continent's concerns while dealing with an array of other reports and actions. 


A 50-minute address by Argentine President Raul Alfonsin (EPS 85.08.25), 
presentations on church life and on human rights in Argentina (EPS 85.08.26), 
and letters to the church in Central America and in Argentina, were among 
agenda items specifically related to the region. The committee also approved 
documents on four other public issues - southern Africa, “food disorder”, 
third-world debts, and the 40th anniversary of the UN (EPS 85.08.54). 


Alfonsin called on the WCC to work for a new world economic order. “The 
fundamental human right in today's world”, he declared, “is the right of 
development". He said the current world economic order has "relegated to 


poverty the majority population” of the southern hemisphere. Such factors as 
the “perverse mechanism of foreign debts" weaken “our potential for growth” 
and pose "for us a nightmare”, he said. His address was warmly received. 


In his report (EPS 85.08.01), WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, a ordained 
minister of the Evangelical Methodist Church in Uruguay, hailed Latin American 
contributions to ecumenism, spoke of the growth of Protestantism and Orthodoxy 
on the continent, and reflected on WCC relations with the Roman Catholic 
Church (RCC). He said they hold “great promise for the future", but that it 
"sould be less than honest" to fail to voice concern about recent Vatican 
restrictions on Brazilian theologian Leonardo Boff. Later, he called the Boff 
case an "ecumenical problem," not just an internal matter of church 
discipline. Castro said “faith has come alive” in Latin America "as a result 
of these new instruments” of liberation theology as represented by Boff. 


In what he described as a response "in love", Basil Meeking, observer at the 
meeting on behalf of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
regretted Castro's references to the Boff case (EPS 85.08.02). He said it was 
“hard not to see this as an interference” in RCC "internal affairs”. 


In a letter to the upcoming Extraordinary Synod of Roman Catholic bishops (EPS 
85.08.41) to mark the 20th anniversary of the end of the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-65), the committee hoped “the synod will reaffirm and strengthen 
the ecumenical openness which characterized" Vatican II. The letter says the 
RCC and WCC must pursue theological dialogue “with renewed commitment”, with a 
“steadfast, determined and urgent search” for common witness. 


Worship with an Argentine accent opened the committee's meeting (EPS 85.08. 
05). The next Sunday, meeting participants were hosted by about 100 area 
parishes. During four of the daily worship periods, Swedish Lutheran Bishop 
Krister Stendahl led Bibles studies on the meeting's theme, "God's justice: 
promise and challenge.” Among other things, he suggested that Christians 
often "jazz ... up our humility so we can qualify as Lazarus types" (a 
reference to a poor man in one of Jesus' parables). The theme was also dealt 
with in a plenary and several rounds of small-group discussions (EPS 85.08.27). 


The worship which closed the meeting was an ecumenical celebration of the 
eucharist presided over by Argentine Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura. With 
him at the altar were Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu, and Beatrice Wood, 
an ordained minister of the US-based United Church of Christ. 


(over) 


ce roundup /2 


Seven new members were accepted into WCC membership by the committee (EPS 
85.08.57), bringing .the total to 310: Congregational Christian Church in 
American Samoa, Methodist Church in Zimbabwe, Baptist Community of West Zaire, 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria, and three Angolan Evangelical denominations 
- Congregational, United, and Pentecostal. The committee also accepted three 
associate councils - Tanzania, Zambia, and St Vincent and the Grenadines. 


Following three closed sessions, the committee announced several staff 
appointments (EPS 85.08.36), among them Ruth Sovik (US, Lutheran), general 
secretary of the Geneva-based World YWCA, as one of the WCC's three deputy 
general secretaries; Klaus Poser (FRG, Lutheran), director of EZE, a Bonn- 
based, church-related overseas development agency, as director of the WCC 
inter-church aid sub-unit (CICARWS); and Clifford Franklin Payne (Trinidad and 
Tobago, Pentecostal), a staff member of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
as director of the council's education sub-unit. 


Several dozen central committee members, staff, and visitors joined the weekly 
demonstration of the Mothers and Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo (EPS 
85.08.40), a group seeking to learn the fate of their children and 
grandchildren who disappeared during the 1976-83 period of military rule in 
Argentina and to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths and 
disappearances in that period. Many meeting participants fasted one day on 
behalf of “people suffering in Central America and in other parts of the 
world," including the Plaza de Mayo mothers, and recalled, with a “period of 
reconciliation and prayer” (6 August), the 40th anniversary of the dropping of 
an atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 


Before and after the meeting, more than 80 people in 19 teams traveled in ll 
Latin American countries (Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, Peru, Brazil, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua) as part of a program 
of ecumenical team visits. Discussing future meetings, some committee members 
urged the WCC to “try to save” and “adopt a simpler style" in order to be 
“credible in its commitment” to fighting hunger and poverty. 


In other action, the committee: 


- Set 1991 as the year for the next WCC assembly, and approved a timetable for 
world consultations on inter-church aid (1986) and resource sharing (1987) and 
world conferences on mission and evangelism (1988), faith and order (1989), 
and justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (1990) (EPS 85.08.55). 


—- Commemorated the life and work of Eugene Carson Blake (EPS 85.08.12), the 
WCC's second general secretary (1967-72), who died at his home in the US (31 
July), during the meeting. 


- Heard presentations on WCC participation in two world meetings last month in 
Nairobi to mark the end of the UN Decade for Women, and on UN Youth Year (IYY). 


- Endorsed, as funds are available, hiring a consultant for three years to 
deal with advocacy for persons with disabilities, and adding an additional 
executive staff member to the WCC church-and-society sub-unit. 


- Approved a 1986 WCC budget of 39.47 million Swiss francs (using an exchange 
rate of 1 US dollar equals 2.4 Swiss francs). The executive committee meeting 
next March is to review the budget in light of “exchange rate movements and on 
their effect on receipts." (The dollar now equals less than 2.4 francs.) 


EPS 


WORLD CHURCH COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS. ON PUBLIC ISSUES Service 85.08.54 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - In the two closing days (7-8 August) of its annual 
meeting, here, the central committee of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches approved six documents on public issues - Central America, southern 
Africa, “international food disorder", third world debts, Argentina, and the 
40th anniversary of the UN. The committee also asked WCC officers to write a 
public letter expressing concern for problems of the Middle East. 


In a “pastoral letter to the people of the churches of Central America” (EPS 
85.08.63), the committee told Central American Christians, “your travail has 
not gone unnoticed. ... Keep up your courage.” The letter summarizes 
observations of a WCC delegation that visited Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Nicaragua (12-22 July). 


The delegation cited "social and economic disruption that they observed 
throughout Central America", expressing particular sadness "to learn of 
increasing attacks on Christian communities and programmes and social projects 
operated by the _ churches.” Distress was expressed at US government 
involvements in Central America, especially its embargo on and "increasing 
military threats against” Nicaragua. 


In debate on the text of the letter, an Indonesian committee member called the 
letter "too political", and expressed concern for "how we as churches can play 
a prophetic and reconciliatory role.” Two sentences suggesting US policy as 
the cause of “militarism /which/ pervades the entire region” were omitted 
after several committee members criticized the analysis as superficial. 


Committee members agreed that “the true struggles in the area are not a result 
of the conflict between the East and the West as it has been characterized, 
but rather between the North and the South." But they agreed to a suggestion 
from a German committee member and added a reference to "current East-West 
tensions /which/ exacerbate the conflict.” 


The committee voted to receive a 15-paragraph memorandum on southern Africa 
(to be sent to WCC members for study), and to approve 11 recommendations on 
the issue (EPS 85.08.64). The memorandum includes sections on the state of 
emergency, economic pressures on Southern Africa, the failure of the US policy 
of “constructive engagement", Namibia, the youth of Southern Africa and areas 
of Christian concern and action. 


In discussion before the vote, several committee members spoke to such issues 
as disinvestment, other African countries affected by South Africa's apartheid 
policy, and the role of the church in South Africa and around the world in 
supporting claims of South African blacks for justice. A suggestion by a US 
committee member that the WCC also look closely at economic dealings between 
certain African countries and South Africa was not accepted, on grounds that 
such transactions “fade in proportion to” financial links between South Africa 
and institutions in such countries as the US, UK, France, and FRG. 


Virginia Gcabashe (Methodist Church in Southern Africa), pleaded with the 
committee to be aware of the urgency of the crisis facing her country. She 
said South African blacks opposed to disinvestment do not represent a majority 
of blacks in the country. "People say that blacks will suffer as a result of 
disinvestment", she said, but “blacks are suffering at this moment”. 
Multinationals, she observed, "are not in South Africa for the benefit of the 
place, but for the cheap labour and profits that can be made there.” 


(over) 


public statements/2 


Another South African, Anglican Archbishop Philip Russell (Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa) said that in addition to being “prophetic”, the 
world Christian community must develop a “pastoral and priestly" role in this 
situation. He said that without "going soft on the prophetic", the world 
Christian community must also “focus on fear", and ask whites what they are 
afraid they will lose by giving up apratheid. 


In its “message to the churches and people of Argentina", the committee 
reaffirmed its commitment to the defence of human rights and its pastoral 
concern for Argentine churches and people. The committee affirmed its 
“srateful recognition" for Argentina's “significant transition to democracy” 
and took note of the “profound suffering" of the years of military rule 
(1976-83) and of Argentina's high “level of external dependence”. 


"Tt is not the first time that we have heard of the pain endured by the people 
of Argentina", the committee said, but “your testimonies have enabled us to 
know more intimately the profound suffering through which you have come." The 
committee expressed its support for “the efforts of the indigenous communities 
of your country in their claims for life, land and dignity. We support all 
efforts to establish new sources of work, just salaries, education and health 
care for all. We wish to accompany you in faith and hope as you pursue the 
rebuilding of a country where human life will never again be violated." 


Addressing the third-world debt crisis - outstanding debts now total about 
1,000 billion (1 trillion) US dollars, it was noted - the committee called for 
immediate revaluation of debts, limitation of interest rates, and lengthening 
of repayment periods for third-world debts, and for the “possible outright 
cancellation of debts for least developed countries.” 


Also cited were “the urgent need to co-operate with and strengthen UN-related 
institutions in order to achieve a more just international economic order" and 
"the necessity for the rich to share in the cost of adjustment policies which 
will be necessary.” The committee called on the WCC's member churches and on 
the ecumenical movement to press these concerns with governments, economic 
experts, public opinion and their own constituencies. 


In its statement on the “international food disorder,” the committee urges 


that the church all over the world continue "immediate relief and 
rehabilitation efforts" and "engage in new programs which will lead to 
long-term solutions." The document suggests that the church in the South (a 
reference to countries sometimes referred to as “developing” or 


"underdeveloped") become more active in developing “just agricultural and 
other policies and programs, including food distribution in their countries 
and regions." The church in the North is urged to reorient its policies to 
“ensure stable and ecologically-sound food production practices which 
guarantee the survival of the family farm system.” The committee also 
suggests that a halt to the arms race and arms exports to developing count ries 
would help relieve the food crisis. 


In its UN-anniversary document, the committee says “more effort could be made 
to enable the newly-independent nations to share power on an equitable basis 
within the intergovernmental system." Several committee members mentioned the 
growing lack of confidence in the UN, but WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
said there is "no other instrument beyond the United Nations where the voices 
of the nations of this earth can be heard. ... We are still behind the ideals 
of the creation of the UN and its dreams", he said. 


EPS 


WORLD CHURCH MEETINGS SET; Ecumenical Press 
WCC ASSEMBLY TO BE IN 19S1 Service 85.08.55 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The next assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches has been set for 1991, with five consultations and world conferences 
to take place on various topics between now and then. 


The exact date and location of the assembly - the WCC's seventh - is to be set 
by the WCC executive committee next March. The Sixth Assembly was in 1983 in 
Vancouver (British Columbia, Canada). 


A timetable for the assembly and the other meetings was approved (6 August) by 
the WCC central committee here at its annual meeting. The conferences and 
consultations are as follows: 


- Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, November 
1986. The last such meeting was in 1966. The consultation is to give world 
church representatives an opportunity to review and evaluate WCC work and 
priorities in this area. 


- Consultation on Resource Sharing, October 1987. Its purpose is to "obtain 
and to reinforce the commitment of all partners in the sharing of resources, 
and to work out the practice of resource sharing and reporting to the 
constituency." Tentative site of the consultation is Eastern Europe; it is to 
be preceded by three meetings of a planning group and four preparatory 
workshops. 


- World Conference on Mission and Evangelism, March/April 1988. Its aim is to 
help “the Christian community in the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, by word and deed, to the whole world.” Such a WCC conference is held 
about once a decade. Locations being considered are Cyprus, Greece, Brazil 
and China. The committee said “participation of ‘evangelicals' in the 
preparation of the conference should be sought and welcomed, with due 
attention to their insights and concerns.” 


- World Conference on Faith and Order, March 198%. The conference - the first 
such since 1963 - is to be held in Africa or Asia. It is to examine such 
current faith and order emphases as BEM (baptism, eucharist and ministry), the 
common expression of the apostolic faith today, and the unity of the church 
and renewal of human community. 


- World Conference on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, January 
1990. The conference is to be a "forum for sharing experiences and insights 
and an occasion for deepening and enlarging the ecumenical covenant by serving 
as a focal point in the conciliar process of covenanting for justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation.” Its location has yet to be set. 


In addition, the committee endorsed the idea of a youth event before the 1991 
assembly. The last such event was in Travancore (India) in 1952. WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro said such an event is needed to introduce a new 
generation into the ecumenical movement, and has suggested it be held in 
co-operation with other world ecumenical organizations. 


Another meeting on the ecumenical agenda is a gathering in October 1986 of 
leaders of regional and national councils of churches. The last such meeting 
was in 1971. There are about 140 regional and national councils related in 
some way to the WCC. Castro said the conference would give participants a 
chance to compare notes on theological and practical problems. 


EPS 


WORLD CHURCH REPS DISCUSS Ecumenical Fress 
PROSELYTISM, SPIRITUALITY Service 8&5. 08.56 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - Discussing a report on faith and witness, several members 
of the central committee of the Geneva-—based World Council of Churches, 
meeting here, explored (7 August) the relation of “proselytism” (generally 
frowned upon in WCC circles), and mission and evangelism (generally accepted 
as a church priority). 


Antonie of Transylvania (Eastern Orthodox, Romania), called proselytism 
(“preaching to those who already have faith, in an effort not for unity, but 
for disunity") "dangerous". Bena-Silu (Independent /Kimbanguist/, Zaire), 
spoke of negative activities of “sects”, and proposed a WCC databank to 
collect proselytizing information. Nelson Charles (Methodist, Sierra Leone) 
asked attention to negative actions of “foreign missions” in the third world. 


Other participants, however, suggested people sometimes confuse proselytism 
with mission and evangelism, especially if a person whose Christian commitment 
has been nominal comes to active faith in a different denomination. Alexei 
Bichkov (Baptist, USSR) said opposition to proselytism ought not restrict 
“Freedom of conscience, freedom to change denominations”. 


Other parts of the report dealt with issues of faith and order, world mission 
and evangelism interfaith dialogue, and church and society. 


The committee also dealt with a programme report on education and renewal 
covering such areas as education (ecumenical learning; education for justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation; church-related educational 
institutions; family education; and a new project on “learning in a world of 
many faiths, cultures, and ideologies, a Christian response”), renewal and 
congregational life, a WCC-wide emphasis on spirituality (including proposed 
consultations on monastic spirituality, Christian spirituality and that of 
other faiths, and women's spirituality), theological education, an emphasis on 
“theology by the people", women, and youth. The document includes a “serious 
warning" about WCC finances for programmes in these areas. “The situation is 
becoming more desperate, and reserves are running out", it says. 


Earlier, at a news conference (5 August), several committee participants 
discussed trends in spirituality as they see then. (Spirituality can refer to 
various aspects of the way in which a person's religious faith is lived out.) 


Diana Eck, moderator of the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths, spoke of “a heightened sense that the search for spiritual identity 
and spiritual meaning is somehow more urgent now than ever before." She 
contrasted two approaches. One, she said, stresses “building walls" - finding 
one's identity in things which separate one from the neighbour - the other, 
"sinking roots" - affirming a deeper understanding of one's tradition, without 
claiming one has “all the truth". The first approach (“fundamentalism”), she 
said, exists in all world religions. 


Eastern Orthodox Bishop Jeremias (Poland), a committee member, said people are 
not seeking a new spirituality, but rather a return to traditions and 
approaches of the Bible and early church. He stressed the communal aspect of 
spirituality, ephasizing the transfiguration of all of creation. 


Norbert Saracco, a Fentecostal minister from Argentina, suggested the WCC 
could help bridge gaps between different approaches to spirituality, and thus 


foster “the mutual enrichment of these experiences”. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
GETTING SEVEN NEW MEMBERS ~ Service 85.08.57 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - The central committee of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches, meeting here, accepted (6 August) seven new WCC members, bringing 
the total to 310. (Because of their small size, two of the seven are 
officially “associate members".) Their membership takes effect in six months, 
assuming no significant objections from current WCC members. (Two were 
approved earlier this year by the WCC executive committee - EPS @5.02.78). 


The seven are the Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa (Its 
40,000 members are located in American Samoa, New Zealand, and parts of the US 


(Hawaii and the west  coast.); Methodist Church in Zimbabwe (This 
40,0CC-member denomination has British roots. Other Methodists in Zimbabwe, 
part of the US-based United Methodist Church, already have WCC membership. ); 
Baptist Community of West Zaire (This 170,000-member community is part of the 
Church of Christ in Zaire (ECZ). The ECZ is already a WCC member, as are a 
few of its communities.); Church of the Brethren in Nigeria (This 40,000- 
member denomination is a result of missionary work earlier this century by the 
US-based Church of the Brethren.). 


Also, Congregational Evangelical Church in Angola (This 70,000-member 
denomination is a result of Canadian and US missionary work, including that of 


the United Church of Canada, and is a member of the World Alliance of Reformed 


Churches.); Evangelical United Church of Angola (This  11,0C0-member 
denomination is a result of Anglican and Reformed missionary work earlier this 


century.); and Evangelical Pentecostal Mission of Angola (This 13, 600-member 
denomination is a result of work begun in the 1950s of missionaries under the 
auspices of the US-based Assemblies of God.). 


In addition to the members, the committee accepted three bodies as WCC 
associate councils - Christian Council of Tanzania (including Independent, 
Baptist, Anglican, Lutheran, Cuaker, Moravian, Salvation Army, Mennonite, and 
Reformed jurisdictions in its membership), Christian Council of Zambia 
(Methodist, Anglican, Baptist, Reformed, Nazarene, Brethren, Salvation Arny, 
United, Quaker, Independent, Pentecostal), and St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Christian Council (Anglican, Methodist, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army). 
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Methodists Speak on Situation in Chile . EPS 85.08.58 
SANTIAGO (EPS) - The leadership of the Methodist Church of Chile issued a 
statement (3 August) in connection with societal tensions there, notably the 
killing of several church people last March (EPS 85.04.17). Its statement 
urges “speedy and effective collaboration to clear up" the circumstances 
surrounding their deaths. The Lord condemns, it adds, “trampling on prisoners 
in our country without compassion, violating human rights." The Methodists 
say such actions “undermine the prestige of the /governing/ forces which are 
supposed to serve the well-being of the country", and reflect a “sick society.” 


Australian Anglicans plan national ecumenical centre EPS 85.08.59 
CANBERRA (EPS) - This month's Australian Anglican synod was to vote on plans 
for a national ecumenical centre. The four-hectare site here was once planned 
for a national Anglican cathedral. Construction is expected to begin in 1987, 
with phase one to cost 10 million Australian dollars. The main building could 
be used as a conference centre, or for worship. There is also to be a 
permanent chapel, and a library. At least two other Australian denominations 
are expected to have offices at the centre. 
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ECUVIEW/Pablo Richard: "The Church in El Salvador” EPS 85.08.60 


[Richard is a Chilean theologian living in Costa Rica. He was in El Salvador 
for 10 days in February. This item appeared in longer and slightly different 
form in Latinamerica Press (25 April). Most Salvadorans are counted as Roman 
Catholics. ] 


While the Roman Catholic Church in El Salvador has its bright side as well as 
its tensions, my over-all impression is of a dynamic church, present to its 
people and actively accompanying them in their process of liberaticn. This 
tiny nation of five million is living through a revolutionary process and a 
prolonged civil war that has polarized the entire country. Yet for the first 
time in its history, the Salvadoran church is on the side of the poor in their 
struggles and suffering. 


The church is present in the three areas into which El Salvador is actually 
divided: those under FMLN control (some 40 percent of the country), those 
into which the guerrilla movement is expanding (another 10 percent of the land 
area) and those controlled by the army (50 percent of the countryside and the 
major cities). ... 


This pastoral work in the guerrilla-controlled or -influenced areas is well 
co-ordinated and has the support of the archbishop of San Salvador, Arturo 


Rivera y Damas. In all, five priests and some 150 pastoral agents continue 
the work of evangelization, catechesis and the administration of the 
sacraments, in these war zones. I had the impression that people were very 


appreciative of the spiritual presence the church is providing, reflected in 
their massive participation in meetings convoked by these church workers. 
The guerrillas also appear to respect the work they are doing and have allowed 
them a great deal of autonomy. 


After the death of Archbishop Oscar Romero in March 1980, the Christian base 
communities (CEBs) in the poor barrios of San Salvador experienced increasing 
waves of government repression. Several hundred Christians were killed, and 
today are revered as martyrs by the Salvadoran poor. Many disappeared, 
others went into the hills to join the guerrillas and still others went into 
exile. While the repression still continues, the CEB movement has reorganized 
since 1984 and new communities have been formed. Last 24 November over 350 
representatives of El Salvador's CEB movement held their First General 


Assembly. The movement's growth is encouraged and guided by Rivera y 
Damas. One of the first steps he took upon being named archbishop was to 
establish a special archdiocesan office to support and nurture the CEB 
movement. Under the direction of a priest, Miguel Cavada, the new office 


offers the institutional church backing the CEBs have long clamoured for. 


The archdiocese has two other offices that respond to the needs of the 
Salvadoran people at this time: the Social Action Secretariat and the Oficina 
de Tutela Legal, a legal aid office that provides help to displaced persons 
and internal refugees and constantly monitors the human rights situation in 
the country. Tutela Legal workers say that most of the people now coming to 
them for help are those displaced by the aerial bombings. Many have seen 
their milpas (small plots of land) burnt by the army. Others seek refuge 
because they are being harassed for having a family member in the FMLN. ... 


[A] profound hope ... fills the Salvadoran people and constitutes a very 
powerful force sustaining them in their struggle for liberation. The 


martyrdom of Archbishop Romero and his continuing presence among them is 
perhaps the most visible symbol of this hope. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Peter Sarpong: “The Ghanaian Concept of Disease" EPS 85.08.61 
[This item appeared in longer form in "Contact," bimonthly publication of the 
Christian Medical Commission of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


Sarpong is Roman Catholic bishop of Kumasi, Ghana. ] 


--- For the African, the spiritual world is as real as the world of 


electricity and space flights is to the European. Health for the African 
concerns the whole person - body and soul, spirit and matter. Bodily 
strength without a corresponding spiritual improvement is meaningless. Most 
Africans would prefer death to what they consider to be disgrace. Their 


life, their world view, is spirit-oriented. Health care must penetrate that 
world view, or else it becomes dehumanizing. There is no hunger, there is no 
disease, there is no poverty. There are persons who are hungry, persons who 
are sick, persons who are poor. The difference between disease and persons 
who are diseased is enormous. ... 


The African respects life; he holds it to be sacred. He wants to be able to 
create and continue life. For example, no calamity can be greater for him 
than childlessness. Sterility is a total disgrace, and death may be 
preferred to disgrace. The health worker has to be prepared to understand 
these problems. What is life? What is good health without children? 


Sickness has a communal weight. It concerns the whole community. A member 
of the community cannot be healthy if he is not at peace with his community. 

If a neighbour does not visit someone from his village who is sick, he will 
not forgive himself, and the people of the village will not forgive hin, 
either. Visits to the sick are a social imperative. Is the health worker 
right, in these circumstances, to prevent friends from visiting a sick person 
because his disease is contagious or because he is too ill to be visited? ... 


Among the Ashanti, it is traditionally a calamity for one to die on a bed. 
One must die on the ground because the earth is our mother on whom we depend 
whether alive or dead. Dying on the ground is a peaceful death. And a 
peaceful death is health. So, when relatives of a very ill person think he 
will die, they will do all in their power to take him home. What does a 
health worker do in such a situation? Does he risk letting this person die 
on a bed with the result that his family will curse themselves ever 
afterwards, or does he allow them to take the patient home, even if there are 
hopes, however slim, that he will recover? 


A dying person must be given water to drink to prepare him for the long, 
hazardous journey ahead. Does a health worker agree to this cultural 
obligation? And what about the deformed baby? Does a health worker look 
after him until he grows and becomes a burden, the unmistakeable evidence of 
sin, an object of shame? Or does he give the baby to his parents, knowing 
very well that they will sooner or later get rid of it in one way or another? 
What of the prolongation of life? Or what of a person accused of being a 
witch who would sooner die rather than live with the stigma of being regarded 
as a witch? 


Should rural health workers go in for service to all (or at least the 
majority) at the expense of quality, or do they insist on quality at the risk 
of not helping the majority? Faced with 300 patients, if the lone doctor 
spends an average of five minutes with each, that doctor needs 25 hours to see 
them all, while an average of one-and-a-half minutes on each patient would 
allow more people to be helped in the given time. Difficult choices will 
have to be made. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Henry Okullu: “The Role of the Christian Leader” EPS 85.08.62 


{[Okullu is Anglican bishop of Maseno South, in Kenya. This is excerpted from 
a lecture (16 February) in memory of Janani Luwun, Anglican archbishop of 
Uganda martyred in February 197/ during the rule of Idi Amin. ] 


First, Jesus says that “the good shepherd lays down his life”. When 
these [Ugandan] bishops made their stand clear and addressed that letter to 
Idi Amin, they had counted the cost. Janani was not seeking martyrdom. We 
church leaders do not and should not seek martyrdom; but equally, we must not 
run away from it. ... Someone has said that "it is the privilege of the great 
to watch catastrophe from the terrace”. Janani refused to run away and watch 
catastrophe from the terrace. He put down his life for the sheep. I was 
told that he kept telling his brother bishops, “we must see the hand of God in 
this”. He saw the hand of God in everything that was happening fjusbje.as 
before his murder. 


As shepherds, all our lives must be completely be sacrificed to meet the wants 
of the dependent needy, hungry foolish creatures that have been put into our 
care. One could say that Jesus Christ wasted his life by giving it away. 
He might have done anything with all those gifts he possessed. What a 
waste! But he determined to give it to us, all of it, holding nothing back 
for himself. A hireling would not do that, he will shepherd the sheep but he 
will not risk his life for then. He would run away to save himself from 
peril as soon as it approaches. 


Secondly, a good pastor (shepherd) has intimate knowledge of each of his 
flock. To others the sheep may be practically indistinguishable. The sheep 
may not even know themselves. But Jesus says, with confidence, I know my 
own. The next best is that they also know him. They trust him, they know 
that he is reliable. ... 


Thirdly, the mark of a good shepherd is the recognition and concern with the 
other sheep. His heart goes out to other sheep who need him, to men and 
women not actually his, as yet, but scattered over the world. Them, too, he 
wishes to bring in, lead and tend. We thank God that our Lord was so 
international, so universal. He broke through all kinds of boundaries 
cultural, religious, and national that he reached out to all the gentile world 
around him to bring back the people of God. It is said of many of us, 
pastors of today, that some of us only visit the regular church-goers, those 
who give generously and that hardly do we look for the other sheep. 


I wish also to say the church leader's role is a teaching role. ... The 
bishop's chair, “cathedra", is essentially a teaching chair. The bishop sits 
in his chair to deliver his charge, to make special pronouncements to his 
people. It is not a throne. The bishops should not have thrones. 
Similarly, the bishop extends this teaching ministry to every priest at his 
ordination and the pastors must pick up the challenge. ... 


l wish to turn now to ... the prophetic ministry. ... Someone once said to me 
that when the people have been fighting for so long, they forget about 
peace. The primary duty of the church, in terms of its prophetic ministry, 
is to pray fcr peace and work for peace. ... Jesus [said that] “where two or 
three are gathered, there I am in the midst of them", [which says to me] ..- 
that none of us, individuals, groups, political parties, have got the whole 
truth. The truth is in the middle. Reconciliation means everybody making a 
move to the middle. ... 
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ECUTEXT: "WCC Pastoral Letter to Church in Central America” EPS 85.08.63 


/This item is excerpted from a “pastoral letter to the people of the churches 
of Central America” approved (7 August) by the central committee of the World 
Council of Churches (EPS 85.08.54)./ 


... Your travail has not gone unnoticed. Together we are part of the one 
body of Christ that is His universal church, and as in the human body "if one 
member suffers, all suffer together” (I Cor. 12:26). While our suffering 
cannot reflect the intensity of your own we too suffer and in suffering with 
you, pledge to you that we shall join with you in prayer to Almighty God that 
you and we may be guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit in the places where 
we seek to serve. 


We shall seek ways to multiply our opportunities for first-hand information 
from you through individual and group visits as well as through written and 
recorded data. We shall also attempt to devise more effective possibilities 
for you to participate “in and contribute to the world-wide ecumenical 
fellowship. In turn we urge you to strengthen the ties between and among the 
national churches of the region. You will need to be especially vigilant to 
resist attempts to isolate the people of God from one another. Whatever 
tension may arise, the church of Jesus Christ is not confined by national 
boundaries. . ; 


We promise to tell the truth about you, your churches and your ministry, to 
our own people and if possible to others including our own governments. We 
shall not hesitate to inform regarding the critical pressures being exerted 
upon all of the peoples of Central America, in some cases from outside the 
region, in others by oppressive governments within it. 


We are convinced that the true struggles in the area are not a result of the 
conflict between the East and the West as it has been characterized, but 
rather between the North and the South. Nevertheless, we recognize that the 
current East-West tensions exacerbate the conflict. We shall commit ourselves 
to work with you and others to discern a more just economic order for the 
whole world. This would, in our view, greatly relieve the pressures on you 
and promote the circumstances under which you could more effectively seek to 
promote the new society needed throughout the region especially in Nicaragua. 


We recognize your right to choose an order responsive to your own history and 
distinctive culture, independent and non-aligned, pluralistic, and with an 
economy designed to benefit the poor. We support the efforts of the Contadora 
group in its attempts to reduce tensions in the whole area by peaceful means. 
We believe this to be not only a laudable public goal, but a distinctively 
Christian one as well. 


We recall the apostle Paul who also suffered at the hand of his own people and 
others; yet gave his witness to his Lord in such a way that our Lord appeared 
to him and said: “Keep up your courage; you have affirmed the truth about me 
in Jerusalem, and you must do the same in Rome.” 


We perceive that, like St. Paul, you have been faithful witnesses to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in your own situations. Like the apostle, you do not 
know what will be required of you in the days ahead. 


nd so in the words of our Lord, we say to you confidently, “Keep up your 


~saNe 


courage’. With all our greetings in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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ECUTEXT: "Church Recommendations on Southern Africa" EPS 85.08.64 


/This is the final portion of “memorandum and recommendations on southern 
Africa" approved (7 August) by the central committee of the World Council of 
Churches (EPS 85.08.54). In the text, SACC stands for South African Council 
of Churches, CCN for Council of Churches in Namibia, and SWAPO for Gouth West 
Africa People's Organization. The committee: / 


(a) Expresses its continued admiration and support for the prophetic and 
courageous stand of the SACC and the CCN for human dignity, justice and 
liberation in Southern Africa. 


(b) Calls on member churches to join with the SACC in prayer for "the end of 
unjust rule in South Africa”, and to uphold the work of the SACC and CCN in 
prayer and thanksgiving for their continued witness to the Gospel of Christ. 


(c) Condemns the Declaration of a State of Emergency by the South African 
government ... (d) Supports the SACC in calling on the South African 
government for an end to the state of emergency, the release of all political 
prisoners, to allow the return of exiles and to heed the voice of the 
authentic leaders of the South African peoples. 


(e) Condemns the installation of an interim government in Namibia as an 
attempt to by-pass UN Resolution 435, which it reaffirms as the only basis for 
peace and the genuine independence of Namibia, and expresses its support for 
SWAPO as the authentic representatives of the people of Namibia. 


(£) Calls on member churches of the WCC to share with the general secretariat 
at Geneva the policies developed and actions taken in response to the various 
calls of the WCC for disinvestment, an end to. bank loans to South Africa, and 
to military/nuclear collaboration with South Africa before the next meeting of 
the central committee. 


(g) Expresses its admiration and support for action already taken throughout 
the world but particularly in the US, Scandinavia and the Netherlands, to 
bring pressure to bear on the South African government through economic and 
other measures and calls on the churches to step up their support and 
activities in this regard and in furtherance of promoting their countries' 
compliance with recent UN resolutions on South Africa as an essential pre- 
requisite of a non-violent solution to the problems of Southern Africa. 


(h) Commends the courageous action of the SACC in calling for economic 
sanctions against South Africa and its valuable work with the trad= uwston 
movement in South Africa on this issue, calling on member churches to likewise 
work with the trade union movements of their own countries to enhance the 

development of effective economic measures against South Africa. | 


(i) Recognizes the struggle and suffering of youth in Southern Africa and 
joins with the SACC in calling for a world youth campaign as part of the UN 
Year for Youth and calls on member churches to work with local youth 
organizations to promote solidarity with the youth of Southern Africa. ... 


(k) Calls on churches and Christian people throughout the world to express 
their support for and fellowship with the oppressed people of Southern Africa 
generally and their liberation movements, the victims of the state of 
emergency and “treason” trials in particular, through prayer and in other 
manifestations of concern and solidarity. 
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Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) has 


Material which can be used in connection with EPS items. This includes many 
pictures from the recent meeting of the WCC central committee. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service) is a news and features service of Africa Church 
Information Service. Samples and subscription information are available from 
ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The WCC Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development has issued 
Activity Report ll, covering the year 1984. It includes information on the 
Ecumenical Development Fund; specialized programs on solidarity with the poor, 
social and economic justice, ideologies and power, and the empowerment of the 
poor; publications; the CCPD network in 30 countries in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America; its Australasian Region, Europe, and North America (ARENA) 
group; several financial reports; and the CCPD staff. A copy is available 
from WCC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A new part (1985/1) of the Background Information series of the WCC Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs includes findings, recommendations, 
and papers of an ecumenical consultation last 29 October-2 November at Tozanso 
International Center near Tokyo. Title of the booklet is “Peace and Justice 
in North East Asia: Prospects for Peaceful Resolution of Conflicts." A copy 
is available from WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


FAITH-AND-ORDER MODERATOR Ecumenical Press 
OUTLINES ECUMENICAL SHIFTS Service 85.08.65 


STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - The “vast 20th century movement 
towards Christian unity transcends our work by far", US Methodist theologian 
John Deschner reminded the plenary Commission on Faith and Order. (CFO) of the 
Geneva-based World council of Churches in his opening address to the CFO 
meeting, here (13-25 August). "Yet our work belongs in the heart of it", he 
continued, “and if we do not function there as a sort of conscience in it and 
for it, we abdicate our vocation." 


Deschner, moderator of the 120-member commission, said Faith and Order is “not 
simply a committee, but an historical movement ... to bring the churches into 
ecumenical conversation with one another.” He challenged commissioners - many 
of them new - to pay particular attention to four changes in the ecumenical 
situation which, he said, imply that Faith and Order's “basic policies can no 
longer be those of 60 or even 30 years ago”. 


The first he described as a shift in the character of the ecumenical 
conversation. When it began to work in the 1920s, Faith and Order tried to 
arrange "multilateral conversations", in which several traditions tried to 

“reverse centuries of misunderstanding and to get acquainted with each other 
in a new and positive spirit.’ 


By mid-century, one result of this effort, Deschner noted, was “bilateral” 
conversations, in which representatives of two Christian traditions met to 
discuss “ecumenical issues ... with a surgical precision ... unattainable in 
the multilateral conversations". Particularly active in such bilaterals 
since the 1960s has been the Roman Catholic Church, which, though officially 
represented on the commission, is not a WCC member. 


Multilateral and bilateral ecumenical conversations, said Deschner, are 
complementary, “but we need a better understanding of ... how the multilateral 
conversation needs to develop if it is to provide a stimulating context for 
the bilaterals in the future”. 


As multilateral and bilateral conversations have continued, those taking part 
in them have found certain "convergences”, which Deschner defined as “nutual 
identification of new points of possible unity, still out ahead of the divided 
churches, but honestly felt to be attainable by each church in faithfulness to 
its own witness to the apostolic faith". 


The key question now, he went on, is not so much “what new convergences are 
possible?” but “what shall we do with convergences?” In other words, what 
arises is the issue of “reception” by the churches of these "convergences”. 


Deschner identified the second shift as the widening “ecumenical spectrum of 
participants, and the growing urgency of the question of apostolicity which 
that entails". The issue of apostolicity has emerged, according to Deschner, 
“because the 'catholic' voice, with its own characteristic way of speaking 
about apostolicity, has been strengthened in the ecumenical dialogue of the 
recent period”. 

Current commission discussion about apostolic faith, he noted, is “not 
oriented on l6th-century texts and their relation to Scripture, and also not 
simply to the 20th century's urgent need for contemporary witness, but also 
upon the 4th-century creeds and their relation to us and to the apostolic 
faith." 


(over) 
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The third basic change Deschner pointed to is “the overwhelming realization of 
the last 25 years that Faith and Order's work on church unity has profound 
implications for divisions in the human, not simply in the ecclesial, 
community. Better expressed, it has to do with the church as decisive 'sign' 
of God's promise for the renewal of human community.” 


Deschner noted that a certain tension between engagement for church unity and 
for human renewal had been present throughout the history of the modern 
ecumenical movement. Before the formation of the WCC, in 1948, there were 
parallel movements for “Faith and Order" and “Life and Work". Most recently, 
Faith and Order has been addressing this issue through a study on "The Unity 
of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community”. 


Making clear what that means, Deschner said, “in spite of all our work, is 
still largely ahead of us, and will demand more theological creativity than 
any of us yet realizes”. He said Faith and Order's particular task is not 
direct action but “to reflect especially on the interaction between, and even 
more on the cruciality of, the church unity theme as a key to the human 
community theme”. 


Finally, Deschner identified a fourth change — "the shift from Faith and Order 
as simply the locus of the ecumenical conversation, towards a Faith and Order 
which is itself in dialogue with the churches about the implications and 
consequences of the ecumenical conversation”. A key factor here, he said, is 
worldwide church reception of the 1982 CFO text on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry (BEM), which “is helping the churches to participate in the results 
of the ecumenical conversation in quite new ways”. 


Deschner saw in this a challenge to the commission “never again simply to 
produce a document. Henceforth, Faith and Order needs to consider how to 
further this dialogue not simply among the churches but with the churches.” 


Nearly two dozen responses to Deschner's paper during plenary discussion 
expressed appreciation for his overview, while offering a number of comments 
about the contemporary ecumenical climate, and about specific elements on the 
Faith and Order agenda, and their interrelationship. 


Deschner's four major ecumenical changes, warned Kjell-Ove Nilsson (Lutheran, 
Sweden) are “far beyond what most church leaders would even be able to 
conceptualize. Our task is to clarify in our churches the analysis you've 
offered.” 


Observed Christoph Klein (Lutheran, Romania), citing criticisms from some 
quarters that “apostolic faith" has replaced “sola Scriptura” for the WCC, “We 
have a great assignment to show that this is not the case." Horace Russell 
(Baptist, Jamaica), wondered “How much consultation is going on with people 
who don't relate overtly to the WCC?” 


Others sought clarification of Deschner's remark that Faith and Order's 
primary task was reflection not direct action. "For some of us theology is 
always a process of struggling with the faith in action", said Letty Russell 
(Presbyterian, US). 


Added Manas Buthelezi (Lutheran, South Africa), “the credibility of reflection 
consists in its capacity to create ripples of life, to shake things up in a 


creative way.” 
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STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - After "one of the most intensive 
working periods in the entire history" of the Commission on Faith and Order 
(CFO) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the CFO staff “shall have 
to slacken the pace of work in view of our limitations in both finance and 
staff", CFO director Giinther Gassmann told the plenary meeting of the 120- 
member CFO (here, 13-25 August). 


Gassmann said the adjustment is necessary to “deal thoroughly with the 
individual studies, find time for our own theological work, strengthen the 
communication and interpretation of Faith and Order tasks and activity, and 
tackle projects already planned". 


Most of the time at the commission meeting was spent on the three current CFO 
studies, hearing progress reports presented in plenary sessions and then 
breaking into small groups to discuss the documents and propose steps to carry 
them forward. 


First and perhaps best known of the three major CFO activities is monitoring 
continuing discussions of and reactions to its 1982 text on baptism, eucharist 
and ministry (BEM), which Gassmann described as “one of the outstanding 
ecumenical events of the decade, possibly the most important of all.” 


Besides evaluating official church comments on BEM (more than 40 have been 
received to date), Gassmann said, the staff has been explaining the document 
to church bodies and interested groups and responding to questions from all 
over the world. Though a deadline for receiving responses has been set for 
the end of 1985, he ‘added, the BEM process will continue after that. In 
fact, “a good deal of our time and energy in the next three years will be 
devoted to the evaluation of the responses and to the preparation of our 
"response to the responses'”. 


The second major CFO study programme is "Towards a Common Expression of the 
Apostolic Faith Today”. A major document considered by the commission during 
its sessions here was a combined report of three consultations between 
November 1984 and March 1985 on the three articles of the fourth-century 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. Each of those consultations - in Kottayam 
(South India), Chantilly (France), and Kinshasa (ZatYre) - looked at one 
article of the creed, seeking to explain its statements of belief in 
contemporary language and in the face of the problems and questions which 
divide and challenge Christianity today. 


Emphasizing that the text presented to the commission from these consultations 
“is no more than a first step", Gassmann nevertheless pointed ahead to the 
goal of this work: “to achieve a common reappropriation of the basic 
convictions of our faith for the present time. This could then pave the way 
for both the recognition of the ancient creeds of the church as fundamental 
Statements of the apostolic faith and for a common witness to the faith 
wherever Christians and churches are summoned to such witness in specific 
situations in the world today.” 


The third major area of Faith and Order work on the agenda here was a study 
which, in Gassmann's words, seeks “to show the theological connection and 
interrelationship between two basic tasks of the World Council of Churches: 
the struggle for church unity and the effort to bear common witness as 
Christians in face of the problems, conflicts and dangers of this world". 


EPS 


director/2 


Gassmann described this study on "The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of 
the Human Community" as a "difficult and ambitious task” which could only be 
carried out “by concentration on and limitation to examples”. 


One text was already in the hands of the plenary commission for discussion in 
Stavanger - a paper based on a consultation last January on “The Church as 
Mystery and Prophetic Sign”. 


Two further aspects of the interrelationship between church unity and renewal 
of the human community are to be the subject of forthcoming international 
consultations - implications for the church of the quest for community between 
men and women (developing earlier WCC work on this topic); and the connection 
between social systems and ecumenical priorities of justice and peace. 


Gassmann said all three projects “are clearly interrelated and 
complementary". Responses to BEM, he observed, “contain valuable pointers for 
the work on the other two studies”. 


Among items on the agenda here was the next World Conference on Faith and 
Order, in March 1989. (The previous one was in Montreal in 1963.) 


Gassmann said that date allows enough time “for our study programmes to 
achieve results which will permit the World Conference to make a _ basic 
contribution to the present ecumenical situation and to other projects of the 
WCC," including its next assembly, in 1991. 


The World Conference could become the occasion, he added, for “a stocktaking 
of the ecumenical movement as it nears the end of this ecumenical century and 
for developing perspectives for its progress, God willing, down to the year 
2000." 


Several commissioners responded to Gassmann's report with questions about the 
Faith and Order role in providing theological input for other WCC activities 
and programme emphases. 


Gassmann, whose report noted the value of Faith and Order's work with other 
WCC sub-units on such ecumenical priorities as “the integrity of creation’, 
the community of women and men, justice and peace, and the implications of BEM 
for the problem of racism, noted, however, that it is not Faith and Order's 
task "to do all the theological thinking for the other parts of the WCC”. 


Akira Imahashi (Kyodan, Japan), reflecting on the vast amount of CFO work, 
pleaded that the commission “not leave us behind; we have to interpret all 
this to the churches" a comment echoed at several other points during the 
meeting. 


Similarly, Noah Dzobo (Evangelical Presbyterian, Ghana), warned of the danger 
of “answering questions not being asked by the grassroots of our churches.” 


"This is a very basic issue", Gassmann replied. “Although Faith and Order 
does not directly prepare material for the 'grassroots' - that is the task of 
those who proclaim the gospel in local situations - we have to remember in all 
our theological work that this is not an academic luxury but a service to the 
people of God." 
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STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - Reports about how the church 


around the world is receiving the ecumenical text on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry (BEM) are encouraging, the 120-member Commission on Faith and Order 
(CFO) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches was told at its plenary 
meeting (here, 13-25 August). The process is also complex, the commission 
was reminded in the course of its lively discussion of BEM. 


So far, responses have arrived from more than 40 denominations. The text is 
available in more than two dozen languages in 300,000 copies. 


Between now and the next World Conference on Faith and Order (projected for 
March 1989), the commission is to formulate a “response to the responses" 
(rather than a revision of the text, which it released following its previous 
plenary meeting, in Lima in January 1982 [EPS 49/02].) 


Participants here talked about BEM in four groups. Two analysed reactions 
received thus far. One looked at what the BEM process has suggested for how 
churches can agree on common ways of making decisions and _ teaching 
authoritatively. One responded to a request from the WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism that CFO reflect on BEM in connection with racism and apartheid. 


According to Max Thurian, CFO staff member chiefly responsible for collecting 
and evaluating responses, although some individuals have questioned the whole 
method of ecumenical dialogue in search of “convergence” on such church- 
dividing issues (suggesting instead "mutual acceptance of the status quo in a 
spirit of Christian fellowship"), and others have concluded BEM does not 
reflect their particular tradition, “responses from congregations, groups, 
etc., and the official responses of the churches ... welcome the Lima document 
and express a generally positive reaction. In most cases the critical 
remarks are formulated in a constructive, helpful way.” 


He said several specific points have emerged in the responses as areas for 
further study, the most frequent question being why BEM does not have a 
chapter on “the word of God in the church". 


In that case, he said, misunderstanding might have been avoided had the text 
pointed more explicitly to earlier CFO work on scripture and tradition in the 
church, particularly discussions at the previous World Conference on Faith and 
Order (Montréal, 1963). 


Another area of concern, Thurian reported, is the relationship between word 
and sacrament. 


He stressed that “both word and sacrament belong to what BEM calls eucharist”, 
but some Orthodox churches have contended that "sacrament" is not strictly 
enough defined in the text, while some Protestants find BEM "too sacramental". 


Most of the critical remarks, he said, have been addressed to the section on 
ministry, in particular the understanding of the “apostolic succession" and of 
the ordination of women. 


He noted that others have raised issues regarding baptismal practices - 


especially rebaptism, which some groups continue to practice as a rite of 
initiation for members coming from certain other Christian traditions. 


(over) 
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Yeow Choo Lak (Presbyterian, Singapore) noted the particular importance of the 
baptism question for Asian churches, where Christians are a small minority and 
“baptism is the cut-off point, the crucial break with our people”. 


M. J. Joseph (Mar Thoma, India) echoed that concern, asking how BEM speaks to 
those Christian groups in India which do not baptize or celebrate the 
eucharist because of such difficulties. 


Several commissioners cautioned about drawing hasty conclusions from the 
content and geographical distribution of responses received so far, or from 
the variety of processes by which churches have been dealing with the WCC 
request that they respond officially to BEM. 


“Let us be humble and modest”, urged Alfred Bayiga (Presbyterian, Cameroon). 
"It is God who is working, not us.” 


Nevertheless, observed CFO Vice-Moderator Mary Tanner (Anglican, England), the 
the way various denominations formulate their responses to BEM shows something 
about “how our churches work" which “has implications for decision-making in a 
united church". 


This led to a recommendation that steering groups for all three major CFO 
studies.give further attention to this issue. 


During the discussions, commissioners also raised more general questions about 
CFO methods and priorities. 


Jacqueline Grant (African Methodist Episcopal, US) warned against losing sight 
of the relation between doctrine and life in all the attention to BEM. 
“Current questions must determine the content of doctrine in our contemporary 
context", she said. “Perhaps we need to examine our imperialistic tendency 
to locate ‘non-traditional’ questions outside the sphere of doctrine.” 


The doctrine/life issue took specific shape in discussion of a document 
presented by a group which looked at the implications of BEM for the issue of 
racisn. 


Besides reacting positively to the suggestion that a study document on this 
topic be prepared, making full use of existing ecumenical statements on racism 
and theology and of case studies of places where "racism has _ become 
intertwined with baptism, eucharist and ministry", the group prepared a 
preliminary outline of how each of the three sections of BEM - “though ... not 
intended to be a contribution to the discussion about theology and racism" - 
has clear implications for the struggle against racism. 


Gayraud Wilmore (Presbyterian, US) said “most studies on racism for 
congregational use are written from the point of view of the oppressor 
community, calling on them to turn from racism.” 


He urged the commission to “think of the possibility of writing at least part 
of this study from the point of view of the communities victimized by racisn, 
to encourage them in active resistance to racism.” 


Grant added that the commission should not treat such a study as “tangential, 
only a commentary on the main BEM text. If unity is contingent on renewal, 


then renewal must be part of the main text.” 
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STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - A contemporary, ecumenical 


eucharistic liturgy was celebrated in a 12th century cathedral to open the 
meeting here of the plenary Commission on Faith and Order (CFO) of the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches (13-25 August). 


The 120-member commission, appointed by the WCC central committee, meets every 
three “or four’ ‘years. Between its meetings, CFO's work on church unity is 
carried out by a 30-member “standing commission" and a secretariat including 
director, three executive secretaries, two administrative assistants, and a 
part-time consultant. 


Sometimes described as the world's most representative Christian theological 


forum, CFO members come from 57 countries. Most are drawn from the WCC 
membership but there are also a dozen Vatican-appointed Roman Catholic 
representatives, and a few members from other non-WCC bodies. Commissioners 


include theology professors and parish pastors, as well as bishops and other 
church officials. 


The 1985 meeting, hosted by the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) and aided by 
a Norwegian government grant, took place at Solborg Folkehoegskule, on the 
outskirts of this coastal city which has become the centre of Norway's large 
North Sea oil industry. Logo for the meeting, by a Norwegian artist, was 


described as an “ecumenical boat with a Norwegian touch". It shows the 
traditional ship symbol of the WCC with a typical Norwegian fishing net and 
ring, suggesting the close relationship between church unity and mission - a 


theme particularly appropriate here, often referred to as Norway's “mission 
capital”. 


Opening worship followed the "Lima Liturgy”, a eucharistic celebration which 
reflects insights of the text on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM) 
approved at the last plenary FOC meeting, in Peru in January 1982 [EPS 
49/02]. Though it has no official status, this liturgy has been widely used 
for ecumenical worship. 


Presiding and preaching was Oslo Lutheran Bishop Andreas Aarflot. With him 
at the altar were Janet Crawford, a New Zealand Anglican priest and a 
commissioner; and Ola Tjoerhom, a pastor of the NK Stavanger diocese. 
Readings and intercessions were voiced by commissioners in many languages. 
Music included Scandinavian hymns as well as ecumenical songs and responses 
from several Christian traditions all over the world. 


Though the agenda for the nearly two-week meeting was heavy, planners ensured 
frequent opportunities for their foreign visitors to be introduced to church 
life and culture in this northern European country, 90 percent of whose four 
million people are at least nominally Lutheran. 


In welcoming the commission, Kjell Magne Bondevik, Norway's government 
minister for church and education, and himself a Lutheran pastor, described 
the evolving church-state situation in Norway. He said BEM's ministry section 
has been particularly useful in state-church discussions of the minister's 
role. ‘ 


During their nearly two-week stay in Stavanger, meeting participants preached 
and brought greetings in local parishes throughout southwestern Norway, 
listened to Norwegian religious and classical music, visited a monastery and a 
school of mission and theology, and were introduced to local youth work. 
Evening prayers closing each day's sessions were conducted by Stavanger 
congregations. 
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TOKYO (EPS) - The National Christian Council of Japan condemned a visit to 
Yasukuni shrine by Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone (15 August). His 
visit marked the 40th anniversary of Japan's defeat in World War II, and was 
the first official visit by a post-war premier. 


The NCCJ statement recognized with repentance disasters caused by past 
Japanese aggression and colonial policies, and said the official endorsement 
of the shrine suggested by the Nakasone visit “is nothing less than the 
declaration of a new militarism by Japan.” 


There has been increasing discussion in recent years in Japan about the 
legality of visits by government officials to Yasukuni, which enshrines as 
gods more than two million war dead [EPS 85.03.68, 84.01.50, 84.10.62]. 
Relatives of the dead have been urging the government to officially endorse 
the shrine and take part in memorial functions there. Visits by post-war 
prime ministers began in 1975, but had been officially “private”. 


The government went ahead with the official visits after a report was issued 
by a group assembled to discuss the shrine-visit issue. Its report identifies 
the importance of official visits and their impact on a great number of 
Japanese people, especially as the shrine holds a central place among 
memorials to war dead. However, the report notes several possible barriers to 
such visits, including Japan's constitutional ban on state involvement in 
religious activities or the use of public money to support religious 
organizations. 


The report refers to a supreme court ruling seven years ago, which declared 
that the Japanese constitution does not completely deny the relationship 
between state and religion, and that state participation in religious 
activities can be constitutional in some circumstances. The report therefore 
concludes that official visits to the shrine can take place without violating 
the constitution. 


Moves towards state endorsement of the shrine and official visits by cabinet 
members have met vigorous opposition from Christians and representatives of 
other religions. Opponents say such recognition, along with recent government 
moves to increase military spending, will foster a revival of militarism and 
expansionism, as well as militaristic forms of state Shintoism. 


In an earlier meeting (9 August) protesting official visits to the shrine, 
NCCJ, Roman Catholic, and several Buddhist representatives expressed guilt at 
having bowed to the pressures of state Shinto prior to World War II, which led 
to heavy losses to both the Japanese and other peoples of Asia. 


At the meeting, NCCJ Chairperson Kunihiro Sato said those enshrined at 
Yasukuni are only those who fought in the name of the emperor. ‘The men, 
women and children", he continued, “who lost their possessions and their lives 
when their countries were invaded have no place at this shrine.” 


Christians are about 1 percent of the Japanese population of more than 100 
million. 
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PRETORIA (EPS) - Following a meeting (19 August) with South African President 
P.W. Botha, nine South African church leaders said they were not optimistic 
their time together did anything to change Botha's approach to the situation 
in their country, where there have been months of unrest in connection with 
government policies which require race separation with white supremacy. 


Methodist President Peter Storey said the group's “deep hope" is that Botha 
heard their “fundamental message” that dramatic action is required to change 
the apartheid system. "But", he said, “we are not sure at all.” 


The delegation included four whites, four blacks, and one person officially 
classified as coloured (mixed race). Absent was Johannesburg Anglican Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, the country's leading church opponent of apartheid. He asked 
Botha for an urgent meeting on the situation last month, but Botha told him to 
wait until this meeting. 


Anglican Archbishop Philip Russell, head of the delegation, said Tutu's 
“decision was not taken lightly. He agonised over his decision in prayer for 
some time.” In their memo to Botha, the leaders regretted “very deeply the 
absence of some church leaders". 


The memo urges the government to announce its intention to end apartheid, and 
to assemble representatives of all groups to devise a revised constitutional 
formula. It also asks for release of all political prisoners, an invitation 
to other leaders to return from exile, an end to the state of emergency, and 
withdrawal of troops from black townships. 


Storey said Botha did not give details of any specific reforms. He “was 
inclined to be in a protesting mood and dwelt on incidentals", Storey 
reported. The group did not rule out a further meeting with the president. 
“However”, observed Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley, "we accept many of 
our colleagues don't see much point in such meetings.” 


Before meeting the nine, Botha met Jerry Falwell, the Baptist minister who 
heads the US group, Moral Majority. Falwell said afterwards that South Africa 
is "making progress and is a friend of the West.” 


Storey said Falwell's perception of the South African situation is "totally 
inaccurate. He hasn't the slightest notion of what is happening in the hearts 
and lives and experience of the majority of people in this nation.” 

Earlier, in a speech to the nation (15 August), Botha said he was “not 
prepared to lead white South Africans and other minority groups on a road to 
abdication and suicide." He said to “destroy white South Africa and our 
influence” would mean the country would "drift into factional strife, chaos 
and poverty.” 


Botha said he would push ahead with various reform programs (which major black 
leaders have judged insufficient), but rejected the idea of one-person-one- 
vote. (About seven South Africans in 10 are black, although they are 
considered by the government to belong to several distinct tribal groups.) 


More than 600 people have been killed in racial violence over the past 19 
months, and more than 900 detained without charge since a state of emergency 
was declared 20 July. About half of the more than 2000 held under the 
emergency rules have since been freed. 
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ENGLEWOOD (New Jersey/US) (EPS/Tracy Early) —- Concluding an ll-week visit to 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, Damascus-based 
Patriarch Ignatius IV said he found it becoming a truly indigenous body with 
all worship in English, producing enough US-born clergy to serve its growing 
membership, and taking such forward steps as establishing a conference centre, 
which he dedicated, near Ligonier, in the state of Pennsylvania. 


The patriarch, also one of the seven presidents of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches, said the North American jurisdiction which is part of the 
patriarchate he heads also recognizes the importance of developing closer 
relations with other US Orthodox jurisdictions, and with the wider ecumenical 
community through the [US] National Council of Churches. 


Bilateral relations, he said, are likewise pursued with non-Orthodox US 
denominations, particularly Roman Catholics. Its outlook, he said, resembles 
the Antiochian on such issues as abortion, homosexuality, and feminism, as 
well as on threats to Christian presence and witness in the Middle East. 


Ignatius was interviewed at archdiocesan headquarters here, following his 
participation late last month in the archdiocesan convention in Boston. 
Before that, he made several regional visits. Convention resolutions included 
a call for Lebanon to replace its “confessional” government with a “secular 
democracy", and for “dissolution of all Israel's proxies in South Lebanon”. 


But Metropolitan Philip (Saliba), head of the archdiocese, said at the 
convention “the most pressing issue” North American Orthodoxy faces is 
overcoming “our ethnic ghetto mentality”. He urged Ignatius to take the lead 
on that question, because “you are the only patriarch in the world today who 
has enough freedom and courage to dialogue sincerely and effectively with both 
the Greeks and Slavs”. A convention resolution asks the patriarch and the 
other Antiochian bishops to support “canonical and administrative unity among 
those Orthodox Christians who desire it and are ready for it [in North 
America]." 


In the’ subsequent interview, Ignatius said the archdiocese try to continue and 
strengthen existing programmes of cooperation with other US Orthodox. He 
said that although Antioch, like the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul, 
still withholds recognition of the autocephaly (independence) given in 1970 by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to the Orthodox Church in America (OCA), 
cooperation with the OCA is still possible. Indeed, he said he found the OCA 
seemingly “more free to cooperate” than other US Orthodox bodies, which are 
jurisdictions of Orthodox churches based elsewhere in the world. 


Ignatius said he favours US Orthodox unity, but cannot foresee substantial 
progress toward it in the near future. It is among topics listed for 
attention at a proposed great synod (world council) of Eastern Orthodoxy. 
However, Ignatius said far-reaching changes in the world since the last such 
meeting, in 787, leads him to question the idea of holding it on the basis of 
canons framed in the time of the Roman-Byzantine empire. 


“We have no more an emperor, thank God", he said. "And we don't have an 
empire, thank God ten times.” So Christians in places like North America who 
were never involved in the ancient conflicts of the imperial capitals - Rome 
and Constantinople - should not have to remain embroiled in them, he. said. 

Nor, he said, should others who are drawn to Orthodoxy in their search for God. 
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OAXTEPIC (Mexico) (EPS/Kevin P. Clements) - On the evening of 6 August, 250 
Quakers gathered for the Friends World Triennial Meeting (here, 1-9 August) 
had a meeting for worship to mark the 40th anniversary of the dropping of the 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 


Japanese and US Quakers indicated how this event affected their lives and 
those of their friends. It was a penitential meeting, and there was a clear 
commitment never to allow the use of such weapons ever again. 


As if to underline the gravity of the occasion, there was a thunderstorm 
followed by a very dramatic stillness. Quakers from all nations lit candles 
and silently walked outside creating a circle of light against the darkness. 


Earlier in the week, an interest group on disarmament in a global context drew 
attention to accelerated militarization of the Pacific, increasing numbers of 
sea-based cruise missiles on Soviet and US ships in the region, and the 
intense competition for commercial and maritime control of the dynamic 
economies of Asia and the wider Pacific basin. 


Though few clear ways of preventing such competition and militarization 
presented themselves, there was a recognition of the need for Quakers and 
other religious groups to familiarize themselves with the problem at a global 
and local level and work out effective means of resistance nationally. 


On North-South issues, considerable anxiety was expressed about international 


debt problems. Friends from Mexico, Bolivia, and other Latin American 
countries highlighted problems caused by a debased currency, rampant 
inflation, and unemployment stimulated by austerity policies. Latin American 


Friends talked despairingly of the power of “underground” economies on 
national decision-making. 


As with disarmament, few obvious solutions emerged from the discussions. 
Friends here did commit themselves to study the nature and impact of the 
capitalist world economy, and support was extended to all struggling against 
specific instances of injustice. 


Considerable support and recognition was given to the work of the Quaker UN 
offices in New York and Geneva in their work on development, disarmament and 
human-rights issues. It was said that while national decision-makers have 
primary responsibility for addressing and acting on these issues, sooner or 
later it is imperative that there be multilateral negotiations since none of 
these issues can be dealt with completely within a national context. 


Quakers here sent a message of support to the South African Council of 
Churches and Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu in relation to their struggles 
against apartheid (race separation with white supremacy) in South Africa. 


In relation to women's issues it was hoped women would continue to play a 
prominent role within the Society of Friends, in order to set an example to 
groups that were not so supportive to women. 


It was recognized, however, that there were no grounds for complacency on this 
issue. Friends were urged to ensure that women were equitably represented 


in Quaker service agencies, colleges, schools, and theological reflection. 
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OAXTEPIC (Mexico) (EPS/Kevin P. Clements) - Upwards of 250 Quakers from 50 
Yearly Meetings around the world attended the 16th World Quaker Triennial 
Meeting (here, 1-9 August). The London-based Friends World Committee for 
Consultation organized the gathering. 


The opening business session appointed Val Fergusson (Britain) FWCC general 


secretary. She succeeds Richard Meredith, who returns to Australia in 
October. Thomas Taylor (US) was appointed associate general secretary, in 
Fergusson's place. Simeon Shitemi (Kenya) was appointed FWCC clerk, 


succeeding Joe Haughton (Ireland). 


One plenary session dealt with the experience of God in the lives of Friends 
from different countries. Japanese, Honduran, US, and British Friends spoke 
of their spiritual growth through confronting personal crises, economic and 
social injustice, and armed conflict. 


After the initial plenary, the conference split into worship, sharing, and 
study groups which confronted issues relating to Hispanic culture, the right 
sharing of world resources, peace and justice within and between nations, and 
what constitutes a distinctive Quaker response to these questions. These 
groups provided opportunities for Quakers from very different cultural 
backgrounds to struggle with different languages, Quaker traditions, and 
perceptions of world problems. 


US Quakers, for example, often found themselves in the difficult position of 
having to interpret economic and foreign policies with which they disagree. 
They received many challenges from persons critical of the negative impact of 
these policies in Latin America, Asia and Africa. 


Considerable attention was directed to the plight of Central American 
refugees. Other interest groups covered topics such as third world population 
policies, disarmament in a global context, economic transformation in China, 
Friends' work with the UN, and a report on the world women's meetings last 
month in Nairobi (EPS 85.07.26). There were opportunities to question 
representatives of Quaker service organizations, discuss women and Quaker 
theology, and consider questions of Israel, Palestine, and the Middle East. 


Latin American Friends introduced the question of peace and justice in Latin 
America and talked about the economic conditions resulting in structural 
violence and the different ways in which superpower conflicts are used to 
legitimate wasteful expenditure on the military in Latin American states. 
Bolivian Quakers, for example, talked movingly of pressures on them to accept 
military conscription, and their resistance to this. They also told how they 
gave humanitarian assistance to striking miners and their families at the 
beginning of this year. 


These personal experiences of witnessing to the faith in struggle resulted in 
a clear consensus to work for elimination of East/West conflicts in the 
region, grounding security for all on acknowledging the rights of others and 
not on military might, and affirming pluralism, diversity, and the recognition 
of the different ways in which people can liberate themselves and realize 
their true humanity. A number of Triennial participants visited Nicaragua 
prior to the meeting, to align themselves with Foreign Minister Miguel 
D'Escoto's penitential fast for an “evangelical insurrection” in the region. 


EPS 


a 


: Me ig if 
JMIENICAL PRESS SERVICE “| d He ) 


_ CH-1211 Geneva 20. Telephone (022) 91 61 42. Telex 23423 OIK. CH. Cable Oikoumene Geneva. Editor Tom Dorris. 


LIBRARY 
Warld Council of Churehes 
1= 150, route de Ferney - 
15 September 1985 (ais lotiisan year 52 / issue 32 


Boesak detention prompts protests 85.09.01 
Commission discusses apostolic faith today #02 
Commission considers relationship of church unity to rest of world .03 
Commission focuses on 1989 Faith-and-Order conference 04 
First World Council of Churches worship renewal workshop held 05 
Latin American meeting calls for new society .06 
Church reps in Sri Lanka revive ecumenical meeting 07 
Church support reported for Nicaraguan films. 08 
Burundi ambassador discounts persecution reports .09 
Latvia: Lutheran archbishop dies; RC bishop honored Ae 
US Lutheran policy on disabled pastors protested <b} 
‘US Lutheran bishops making international ecumenical tour +12 
Namibian church group protests detentions 3 
Swedish 'free synod’ asks conversation with archbishop 14 
US Lutheran report on 'cohabitation' #15 
English Anglican bishop warn on clergy divorce - 16 
Anglican Catholics, Evangelicals join to oppose female priests Pa 
Most US Presbyterians not so concerned about male images for God 18 
US ecumenical group to provide teachers for China 19 
Ghana Presbyterians in reorganization - 20 
Korean Christian Broadcasting System in new direction ad 
ECUVIEWS: 
"Faith and Order and the Future" son 
"The World Church and the Korean Situation 23 
"The Yasukuni Shrine Act" ! .24 


Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
souncil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
those of the WCC or the partners. 


Sen Ov Py k Ro Coeror) 
The regular EPS deadline is 0/700 GMT every Tuesday. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. This includes many 
pictures from the recent meeting of the WCC central committee. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service) is a news and features service of Africa Church 
Information Service. Samples and subscription information are available from 
ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The July issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review has as its theme Vatican 
II: Twenty Years After. It includes articles by J. Miguez Bonino (“The 
Reception of Vatican II in Latin America”), Julio X. Labayen ("Vatican II in 
Asia and the Philippines”), John S. Pobee ("An African Perspective"), Mary 
Luke Tobin ("Women in the Church: Vatican II and After"), Lukas Vischer 
("After the Debate on Collegiality”"), Harding Meyer ("The Decree on Ecumenism: 
A Protestant Viewpoint"), Nikos Nissiotis ("Towards a New Ecumenical Ea) » 
the late W.A. Visser 't Hooft ("WCC-Roman Catholic Relations: Some Personal 
Reflections”), and Theo C. van Boven (“Religious Liberty in the Context of 
Human Rights"). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC 
Publictions, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A copy of the WCC financial report for 1984 is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/Finance, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Recent floods in India have prompted an appeal (8 August) for 300,000 US 
dollars from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS). More details are 
available on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (August) issue of the bi-monthly "Contact" of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission features an article on children's health in different parts 
of the world. A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CMC, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The latest LWF Report (number 21) is entitled Charismatic Renewal and the 
Lutheran Tradition. Lt is available from the Lutheran World Federation, Box 
66, CH=1211 Geneva pate 


BOESAK DETENTION Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS PROTESTS Service 85.09.01 


CAPE TOWN (EPS) - South African police arrested (27 August) Allan Boesak, a 
leading opponent of the government's policy of apartheid (race separation with 
white supremacy). The arrest prompted church and other protests around the 
world. Boesak, officially classified as colored (mixed race), is a minister 
of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church, and president of the Geneva-based World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). 


In a joint statement, WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret, and World Council 
of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro said their organizations “reacted 
with deep emotion and indignation” at the arrest by “the apartheid regime”. 
They asked “churches, public opinion, and world leaders to react strongly and 
condemn this manifestation of intolerance by the South African government.” 

They demanded the “immediate release" of Boesak and “other genuine leaders of 
the South African people", and said the South African government must “start 
the process of dismantling the violent and sinful system of apartheid". 


Castro and Perret also sent a message of “concern and prayers" and "full 
solidarity” to Boesak's wife, Dorothy, promising to do all they can to obtain 
his release. Perret said he would go immediately to visit Boesak, but, as of 
28 August, he had not received South African approval for his trip. 


Also in Geneva, the executive committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
unanimously condemned the arrest. Calling for Boesak's immediate release, it 
urged "all governments to bring greater pressure to bear to halt the inhuman 
actions under the state of emergency, and do everything possible to hasten ... 
establishing a multi-racial society with equality for all." 


Under the South African Internal Security Act, Boesak may be detained 
indefinitely without charge. He was reportedly arrested on his way to the 
University of the Western Cape, where he is chaplain. The arrest came on the 
eve of a march he planned to lead to Pollsmoor Prison to call for the release 
of black leader Nelson Mandela, serving a life sentence on charges of plotting 
sabotage. Police had warned Boesak to call the march off. 


The next day, hundreds of troops and police in riot gear used whips and tear 
gas to disperse assembling marchers. There were several arrests, including 
church leaders. Until his arrest, Boesak was the only major national leader 
of the United Democratic Front, an anti-apartheid coalition, not detained. 


Church leaders in many countries protested the arrest. In this country, the 
South African Council of Churches, of which Boesak is senior vice-president, 
said his arrest “can only intensify bitterness, and may generate violence”. 
It urged marchers to be calm and refrain from anger, and called the march “an 
expression of the total frustration with apartheid, and the whole need for 
fundamental change that is felt by so many groups in the country." Among 
other South African church protests were those from the Evangelical Lutheran 
and Methodist Churches of Southern Africa, and the Alliance of Black Reformed 


Clerics of South Africa. 


The SACC also reported that South African President P.W. Botha turned down its 
proposal he meet with SACC-related church leaders. Botha said he was “not 
prepared to talk to people who advocate violence and civil disobedience". The 
SACC executive committee rejected (2/7 August) Botha's accusation about SACC 
support for violence. It also said it would ask for government permission for 
a SACC delegation to visit Mandela. 
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COMMISSION DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 
APOSTOLIC FAITH TODAY Service 85.09.02 


STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - The decade-old study project, 
“Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today", featured 
prominently on the agenda of the meeting (here, 13-25 August) of the plenary 
(full) Commission on Faith and Order (CFO) of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. 


Central to discussion here was a 55-page document, “We Believe in Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit", a product of several international. consultations in late 
1984 and early 1985. It uses the three parts of a Christian statement of 
faith from the year 381 (the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed) to explain in 
contemporary terms "the Christian truth and faith, delivered through the 
apostles and handed down through the centuries". 


The document tries to identify common insights into what can be ecumenically 
agreed upon as essential aspects of the faith confessed in the creed. Rather 
than dealing with past theological controversies, it emphasizes "the apostolic 
faith as good news for Christians of our present time”. Sharpening this 
contemporary focus are references to links between the doctrinal affirmations 
and ethical problems of today. 


During the meeting, small groups of commissioners reacted to the draft, then 
proposed recommendations for carrying the work forward. Among issues 
requiring further study, commissioners identified the context of the Christian 
confession'‘of belief in one God against the background of contemporary atheism 
and other world religions; the need for forthright ecumenical discussion of 
the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God; the problem of evil; the kingdom of 
God; the Jewishness of Jesus; the work of the Holy Spirit within and outside 
the church; and ecclesiology (the nature and structure of the church). 


Others raised questions about tone and structure. There were calls for a 
lively, "“doxological" approach rather than a_ theoretical one. Members 
differed about how biblical and credal material should be integrated into the 
text and how ecumenically disputed doctrines should be treated. 


Calling contemporary issues the most “problematic" element of the work, George 
Dragas (Eastern Orthodox, UK) expressed fears that this effort could "cloud 
discussion of common faith which is the core of the study”. Contemporary 
challenges, he noted, “differ from place to place. . . and I cannot give my 
assent to statements about which I don't know the facts. I can only accept 
these as testimonies from other Christian brothers or sisters.” 


There was also debate about the CFO decision at its last plenary meeting 
(Lima, 1982) to use the ancient creed as a focus for the study. Among 
hindrances to recognition in some parts of the church of "“credal formulations 
of the apostolic faith", commissioners identified historical experiences of 
creeds used oppressively as tests of orthodoxy, unwillingness to recognize as 
authoritative non-biblical formulations, and fear that brief credal summaries 
are inevitably reductions of the faith. Some judge the old creeds inadequate 
because they do not deal with social and ethical issues, omit points of 
doctrine, or frame beliefs in ancient language or thought-forms. 


Linking the study of the apostolic faith to one contemporary ethical issue 
high on the WCC agenda, the commission recommended a WCC theological 


consultation on “the kingdom of God and the integrity of creation”. 
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COMMISSION CONSIDERS RELATIONSHIP Ecumenical Press 
OF CHURCH UNITY TO REST OF WORLD Service 85.09.03 


STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) ~ Anelefiort to address 
theologically the long-standing question of the relationship between church 
unity and Christian action on pressing social issues will be one of three 
major focal points of work by the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches between now and a proposed World 
Conference on Faith and Order in 1989. 


Continuing work on a study of “The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of 
Human Community” was authorized by the plenary (full) CFO meeting (here, 13-25 
August). The commission also heard progress reports and outlined further 
activities in connection with its work on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
(BEM, EPS 85.08.67) and on the apostolic faith (EPS 85.09.02). 


The unity/renewal study touches on an old problem in the ecumenical movement 
of this century - reflected in the emergence in the 1920s of parallel 
organizations to deal with questions of "Faith and Order” and "Life and Work". 
These two movements merged in the formation of the WCC, but the tendency to 
view church unity in more traditionally “theological” terms and to separate 
this concern from common action in the social realm has been a persistent 
challenge to the ideal of “one ecumenical movement”. 


The current study is an effort to combine several elements: “the 
interrelatedness of church and human community; what the church's struggle to 
bring renewal and unity out of its own brokenness might mean for the renewal 
of human community; and the implications of brokenness and renewal in human 
community for the unity and renewal of the church.” 


A January 1985 consultation in Chantilly (France) prepared a report on "The 
Church As Mystery and Prophetic Sign”, which was discussed at Stavanger; as 
were plans for two further consultations —- one later this month to discuss the 
relationship of visible unity and the community of women and men; and another 
in 1986 to focus on visible unity and the interaction of ideologies, social 
systems, and cultures with issues of justice and peace. 


The focus on ecclesiology (the doctrine of the church) was generally agreed to 
be a promising starting point for theologically relating the major items on 
the ecumenical agenda. But it was also the source of a good deal of discussion 
in plenary sessions here as people from different Christian traditions sought 
to clarify what it meant to view the church as a "mystery" and “prophetic 
sign" to humanity. 


Several speakers pointed to difficulties not only with ambiguities in the 
words “church”, “mystery” and "sign", but also with the actual impression many 
people have of the church's activities in the world. Others cautioned against 
equating the church and the kingdom of God, or leaving the impression that the 
church is the only force for renewing human community. 


Paul Crow (Disciples, US), moderator of the steering committee for the 
unity/renewal project, identified what he described as “landmines” which could 
render the study ineffective: “the temptation to see ... the church as a 
self-celebrating end in itself rather than self-giving"; a “secular ecumenism 
which has little if any place for the church as a community of faith"; a 
divorce of the concern for church unity from the concern for human renewal; 
and an engagement “in the unity/renewal study as if it were only a study”. 
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COMMISSION FOCUSES ON 1989 Ecumenical Press 
FAITH-AND-ORDER CONFERENCE Service 85.09.04 


STAVANGER (Norway) (EPS/Marlin VanElderen) - A planned World Conference on 
Faith and Order in 1989 was a major agenda item for the plenary (full) meeting 
of the Commission on Faith and Order (CFO) of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches at its meeting (here, 13-25 August). It would be the fifth such 
gathering, the last having been in Montréal in 1963. Others were in Lausanne 
(Switzerland), 1927; Edinburgh, 1937; and Lund (Sweden), 1952. 


The WCC Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 1983) urged that the upcoming conference do 
more than “simply to survey the ecumenical situation. It should be asked to 
help the churches evaluate the implications of these various steps towards 
unity for their ecumenical task and relationships.” Besides dealing with the 
the world ecumenical situation in the context of three current CFO studies 
(EPS 85.08.67; 09.02, 03) the conference is expected to provide material to be 
used in preparation for a WCC world conference on “Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation" in 1990, and for the WCC Seventh Assembly, in 1991. 


Commissioners also celebrated the 75th anniversary of the October 1910 
decision of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church to “bring about a 
conference for the consideration of questions touching faith and order” and to 
invite "all Christian Communions throughout the world which confess Our Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour...to unite with us in arranging for and 
conducting such a conference”, which was eventually held in 1927. 


In other action, the commission looked at issues of spirituality (focusing in 
particular on the revision and wider use of the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, and 
on the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity), and at plans for a 198/ meeting of 
united and uniting churches (denominations formed by the union of Christian 
groups from different traditions). The last such world gathering was in 
Colombo (Sri Lanka) in 1981. 


Also on the commission agenda was the _ relationship between official 
theological dialogues involving representatives of two Christian traditions 
("bilaterals"), and the multilateral theological conversations with CFO 
involvement. 


The commission said “much of the earlier tension or rivalry or competition” 
between bilateral and multilateral dialogues “has receded into the background, 
especially since the appearance of BEM" (the 1982 multilateral text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry), and agreed that “the goals of local or 
international bilateral conversations should not be regarded as incompatible 
with multilateral dialogues, but rather as complementary.” 


That should not lead to complacency, warned commissioner Duncan Forrester 
(Reformed (Church of Scotland), UK). He noted that some church union 
proposals had been suspended in order to allow bilateral and multilateral 
conversations to proceed, and noted that there could also be “a tension 
between theological discussion and practice. Few if any of the responses to 
BEM have indicated that churches are actually changing their practices as a 
result of these agreements”, he observed. 


At the conclusion of the meeting - the first major WCC gathering in Norway —- 
participants worshipped in the cathedral here. WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro preached, and eucharist was presided over by the cathedral dean, Enok 
Aadnoey. It was broadcast live on radio throughout Norway. 
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FIRST WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
WORSHIP RENEWAL WORKSHOP HELD Service 85.09.05 


ODENSE (Denmark) (EPS) - Twenty-eight church musicians, pastors, and 
liturgists, mostly from Scandinavia, met here (1-5 August) for the first in a 
series of workshops planned to find ways in which worship as it was at the 
Sixth Assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches (in Vancouver in 
1983) can be a source of renewal in other ecumenical contexts, and especially 
in local church situations. 


Four of the five workshop leaders ~- Leonard Lythgoe (Canada), I-to Loh 
(Philippines/Taiwan), Patrick Matsikenyire (Zimbabwe) and Pablo Sosa 
(Argentina) - helped organize and lead worship at the WCC assembly. With Per 
Harling (Sweden), they also arranged worship for the World Council of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, held nearby at the same time [EPS 85.08.38]. 


The workshop concentrated on music as a major source of worship renewal. 
Participants shared and experienced music from around the world, especially in 
relation to the Scandinavian church heritage, thus “learning something of the 
variety and richness of the worship resources” of the world church, according 
to Tosh Arai, a WCC staff member for renewal and congregational life. 


Also part of the workshop were the pastor and congregation of the Hjallese 
parish of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark, site of the workshop. 
Musical elements from the workshop were interwoven with the parish's regular 
Sunday liturgy, which was recorded and later broadcast by Danish radio. 


Arai said the result was “an occasion of experiencing the global nature and 
vocation of the church.” He said the next workshop will take place next year 
in another part of the world. 


EPS 
LATIN AMERICAN MEETING Ecumenical Press 
CALLS FOR NEW SOCIETY Service 85.09.06 
LIMA (EPS) - People from 13 Lutheran denominations in Argentina, Bolivia, 


Brazil, Ecuador, Colombia, Chile, and Peru, met here (7-13 July) and urged 
Latin American Christians to “join the process of constructing a new society”. 


In their "Second Letter of Lima”, they outline “perspectives of the liberation 
of the Latin American peoples", denouncing "US manipulation of Central 
American governments to take part in the armed struggle against Nicaragua”. 
They say this represents a long-planned policy of the US government for direct 
intervention. "We are profoundly worried about this imminent aggression. We 
condemn these attitudes that are clearly opposed to the elementary principles 
of the self-determination of nations", the group says. 


Speaking about Chileans, it says they are oppressed “by a military at the 
service of interests foreign to their country", and by a government which 
stifles “just aspirations for liberty and democracy". The group says it 
identifies "completely with the struggle of the Chilean people, who crying in 
their pain, are looking desperately and combatively for a solution to their 
problems.” . 


The meeting was organized by the Andean regional office of two US-based, 
church-related, aid-and-development agencies ~- Lutheran World Relief and 
Church World Service. 
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CHURCH REPS IN SRI LANKA Ecumenical Press 


REVIVE ECUMENICAL MEETING Service 85.09.07 
KANDY (Sri Lanka) (EPS) - Representatives from this island nation's main 
Christian traditions met (here, 5-10 August) to discuss "tasks and 


opportunities before Christians in Sri Lanka today, and to make plans for 
their fulfilment in a spirit of ecumenical co-operation.” 


The meeting revived a tradition of such Ecumenical Church Conferences among 
representatives of the Christian minority in this mostly Buddhist country. 
Such a meeting had not taken place for several years. 


According to a meeting announcement, “the fact that our nation is going 
through critical times has made this conference all the more urgent", a 
reference to the contiuning violence involving the Singhalese majority and the 
Tamil minority on the island. 


The announcement added that “the churches perceive that they have to perform 
an important task in calling the nation to the ways of justice, peace, and 
reconciliation. They seek to fulfil these tasks in the context of the other 
religions in our country, and in co-operation with them. 


"While the churches in our country still continue to be sadly divided in 
consequence of the fact that they have arisen from the missionary enterprise 
of divided European churches", the announcement continued, “still they realize 
that what they hold in common far exceeds what divides them, and that they 
have to respond together to God's call to the churches in our country today.” 


Among the announced conference sub-themes were ecumenism and church unity; 
evangelism; family-life issues; spirituality and worship; racism, classism, 
and sexism; development and service; ideology and human liberation; and 
education and people's cultures. 


Besides church leaders including Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and Roman 
Catholic, leaders of other religions - including the two principal Buddhist 
groupings - were to address the meeting. 
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Church support reported for Nicaraguan films EPS 85.09.08 
MANAGUA (EPS) - Rome-based IPS news agency reported (27 August) from here that 
money mainly from “European church-backed groups” is supporting a project to 
make "“independently-produced films with a deliberately Nicaraguan accent for 
viewers abroad". The two foreigners in charge of the project, from England 
and Chile, are quoted as saying their purpose is not to make revolutionary 
propaganda. One said domestic film makers “have a tendency to be overly 
didactic, too propagandistic, with their clenched fists in the air. That's 
not our purpose at all. It's neither desirable nor advisable to give 
foreigners a two-dimensional view of what's going on here.” 


Burundi ambassador discounts persecution reports EPS 85.09.09 
BRUSSELS (EPS) - London-based Reuter news agency reported (2/7 August) irom 
here that Burundi's ambassador to Belgium, Cyprien Moonimpa, denied his 
government is persecuting Roman Catholicism, the largest Christian group in 
his country. He said about 15 priests were temporarily detained for resisting 
a government requirement that worship be held late in the day to allow farmers 
to work in the cooler mornings. He said two other priests were still detained 
because they drafted and distributed material he called a call to revolt. 
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Latvia: Lutheran archbishop dies; RC bishop honored EPS 85.09.10 
RIGA (EPS) - Janis Matulis, 74, Lutheran archbishop of Latvia since 1969, died 
19 August. In another Latvian church development, Julian Cardinal Vaivods, 
leader of Roman Catholics in Soviet Latvia, was honored by the Soviet 
authorities in connection with his 90th birthday with a diploma for his 
“patriotic activities", according to the Tass news agency. In July, Russian 
Orthodox Patriarch Pimen received the Soviet "Red Banner of Labour” award (EPS 
85.08.21). 


US Lutheran policy on disabled pastors protested EPS, 832093b1 
DENVER (EPS) - Protesters in wheelchairs lined up (7 August) outside an arena 
here which was the site of a national youth gathering of the American Lutheran 
Church to protest a proposal that the American Lutheran Church not accept 


those with "progressively degenerative diseases” as candidates for 
ordination. (The proposed policy, which also bars those with “severe 
psychiatric disorders” or ‘significant substance-abuse problems”, is 


undergoing review and revision before being released in a few months.) 


US Lutheran bishops making international ecumenical tour EPS 85.09.12 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Nine regional bishops of the Lutheran Church in America are 
off on an 18-day trip (13 September) to confer with the heads and other 
leaders of Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Anglicanism, in Rome, 
Istanbul, and Canterbury (England) respectively. They also plan a stop in 
Geneva to meet with leaders of the World Council of Churches and Lutheran 
World Federation, both of which are headquartered there. 


Namibian church group protests detentions EPS 9835.09:203 
WINDHOEK (EPS) - The executive committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia 
protested the arrest of 52 people (25 August) who had assembled to mark what 
is considered by many the beginning of the Namibian war for independence (26 
August 1966). Among those arrested were CCN staff members. Shortly after the 
statement, those arrested were freed on bail of 100 South African rand each, 
but police charged a crowd demonstrating outside the courthouse afterwards. 


Swedish 'free synod' asks conversation with archbishop EPS 85.09.14 
STOCKHOLM (EPS) - Maud Ohlsson, the deaconess who is president of the Swedish 
Free Synod, a group within the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) critical of 
some of its current policies and directions, has called for a meeting with SK 
Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém, who opposed formation of the synod in 1983. 
Ohlsson said she wanted to inform the archbishop of “how the Free Synod 
functions and what it hopes to reach in the Swedish church". Predictions of a 
split because of the synod have so far not come to pass, and synod leaders 
have reaffirmed their intention to remain within the Church of Sweden. Some 
diocesan bishops reportedly have been in contact with synod representatives. 


US Lutheran report on 'cohabitation' EPS 85209 25 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - A report from the American Lutheran Church, based here, 


estimates that 40 percent of Lutheran couples in the US live together before 
seeking a church marriage. The document, “pastoral care with couples living 
outside of marriage", says “pastors and parishes wishing to approach the 
cohabitation reality constructively will seek to create a climate of openness 
in which concerns of both couples and congregations may be shared and the 
guidance of God sought.” It also says that those who live together before 
marriage "seem to suggest that [Christian] faith is not a resource for them, 
and that trust depends only on unreliable human communities.” 
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English Anglican bishops warn on clergy divorce EPS 85.09.16 
LONDON (EPS) - Bishops of the [Anglican] Church of England released (16 
August), a detailed “code of procedure” to handle what they estimate are 40 to 
50 marriage breakdowns each year involving priests. The bishops also call for 
setting up special funds to help wives and families involved. 


Anglican Catholics, Evangelicals join to oppose female priests EPS 85.09.17 
LONDON (EPS) - A group of Catholics and Evangelicals in the [Anglican] Church 
of England has formed the “Association for an Apostolic Ministry" in a joint 
effort to provide literature about the priesthood which would be an 
"alternative" to material supplied by the Movement for the Ordination of 
Women. The denomination has approved ordination of female deacons, but not 
female priests. 


Most US Presbyterians not so concerned about male images for God EPS 85.09.18 
NEW YORK (EPS) - A scientifically-selected cross-section of 4000 members of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) found that 75 percent of them say they don't 
notice when male images or pronouns are used for God in worship. Even more 
(77 percent) say the church should not avoid such references in order to make 
those who object to them feel more included, and still more (84 percent) 
counsel against modifying language in the Bible to avoid such references, the 
PCUSA reported in its weekly news service. 


US ecumenical group to provide teachers for China EPS 85.09.19 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The [US] National Council of Churches sent (20 August) 11 
English teachers and a professor of Western philosophy to China for a one- to 
two-year period in conjunction with the Christian-supported Amity Foundation 
there (EPS 85.04.12, 34). The NCC announcement said that the teachers would 
perform a secular function in Chinese universities and trade schools, but 
"also will have extensive contact with Chinese Christians, and will be 
encouraged to learn from them the meaning of Christian faith in the Chinese 
context.” NCC China Program Director Franklin Woo said "this is not a return 
to missionary effort in China.” 


Ghana Presbyterians in reorganization EPS 85.09.20 
ACCRA (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church of Ghana has announced that its “entire 
administrative machinery ... is to be overhauled with the creation of two new 


posts [for finance and development] and three departments" - church life and 
growth, information and publicity, and church fellowships. Also to be set up 
are six commissions - doctrine, judiciary, investment, lands, constitution, 


and press. 


Korean Christian Broadcasting System in new direction EPS 85.09.21 
SEOUL (EPS) - Following an audience survey, the Christian Broadcasting System 
in South Korea “will try to appeal to a wider audience by giving more air-time 
to social and development issues", according to a report from the London-based 
World Association for Christian Communication. The Mass Communication 
Research Institute, and the Christian Institute for the Study of Justice and 
Development, surveyed attitudes of the general population, Korean Christians 
(an estimated one-fifth to one-quarter of the population), and system staff. 
Results suggested that the system was perceived as too “religious”, and that 
Christians find CBS as “comfortable” and “tender", but not very “dynamic” or 
“progressive”. It was also found that Christian listeners tended to prefer 
programs with an emphasis on the after-life, experience of the Holy Spirit, 
and healing. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/John Deschner: "Faith and Order and the Future" EPS 85.09.22 


[Deschner is moderator of the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from his 
report to the plenary CFO meeting last month (EPS 52/31, 32).] 


...- What kind of commitments and actions are implicit in our Faith and Order 
studies? Certainly there are deliberate actions of mutual recognition implied 
among those churches which find BEM's convergences to represent the apostolic 
faith. Some church union negotiations could be encouraged to new initiatives 
and hew hope. 


Councils of churches could be invited to explore new dimensions of their 
“pre-conciliar" if not yet “conciliar" life. The WCC itself could be called 
to new clarity about the centrality of church unity in its agenda, and 
therefore to real hope for the renewal of human community. 


Bilateral conversations could be invited to renew their sense of purpose and 
to greater intentionality in their processes of reception. The question of 
the community of women and men in the church could be developed and focused 
with greater precision and clarity as an inescapable question before all the 
churches and the whole church. 


Participation in ecumenical renewal, both lay and clerical, could be 
encouraged, broadened and advised at all levels. Church authorities and 
authoritative bodies could be addressed by the ecumenical question more 
tellingly, more weightily. The question of how the churches can together 
understand their authority for ecumenical decisions could be posed more 
inescapably. 


By no means of least importance, local groups everywhere could be provided 
with fresh, more fundamental and provocative study materials and inspiration 
for acts of common witness. ... 


My thesis has been: The Faith and Order Commission's understanding of itself 
and its basic policies is undergoing fundamental reappraisal today in the 
light of the changing ecumenical situation. There is the changing character 
of the ecumenical conversation and the new multi-lateral issues concerning 
reception (authority, ecclesiology) which it brings. 


There is the widening ecumenical spectrum and the increasing urgency of the 
question of apostolicity which that entails. There is the overwhelming 
realization of the last twenty-five years that Faith and Order's work on 
church unity has profound implications for divisions in the human, not simply 
the ecclesial, community. 


There is finally the shift from Faith and Order as simply the locus of the 
ecumenical conversation towards a Faith and Order which is itself in dialogue 
with the various churches about the implications and consequences of the 
ecumenical conversation for a fresh appraisal of the ecumenical commitments of 
the churches. 


Those developments point not simply to our commission's agenda, but to the 
broader and deeper movement for church unity today, and to the questions it 
asks of our agenda. But the many questions, of course, coalesce into one 
crucial question: How adequate, how relevant are the basic policies and 
studies of this commission as a participation in the movement for that unity 
which is expressed in the apostolic faith? ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: "The World Church and the Korean Situation" EPS 85.09.23 


[This item is excerpted from the introduction to the current (1985/1) issue in 
the “Background Information” series of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
The booklet, "Peace and Justice in North-East Asia”, includes findings, 
recommendations, and papers from a WCC consultation last 29 October-2 November 
at Tozanso International Centre near Tokyo. Koshy is CCIA director. ] 


Korean churches have been in the forefront of the struggles of the Korean 
people for dignity and justice, especially in the struggle for human rights in 
the last decade and more. But this struggle at each point has been affected 
by the impact of the division of Korea particularly through its implications 
for militarization and the special way in which national security is perceived. 


In our discussions with the Korean churches, it became clear that the question 
of the division of Korea had to be explored as one way of strengthening the 
struggle for justice. This is a good example of the link between the 
struggles for justice and peace. It is also a situation which illustrates 
the tension between security perceptions of states and the security and 
dignity of people. 


The division of Korea is at the very heart of the conflicts in the region. 
Unification of Korea is the aspiration of its people. The WCC, in a message 
on the joint communiqué of the two leaders of North and South, on 4 July 1972, 
welcomed the example of the political will of the two nations to seek peace 
and unification. The message underlined the right and responsibility of the 
Korean people to bridge the gap which separates them. 


North-East Asia has not received the kind of international attention the 
gravity of its conflicts demands. This is a potential nuclear flashpoint and 
should not be viewed with complacency. The region produced the first victims 
of the atomic bomb by incinerating hundreds of thousands of people in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


The consultation aimed at analysing the various factors that contribute to 
these conflicts, taking into account the many strong movements for justice and 
human dignity which often had to challenge the security considerations 
governing policies of nations. At the same time the urgent need was felt for 
a continued monitoring and interpretation of events of a region on which 
information and analysis at the international level had not been satisfactory. 


For example, there is a strong case for greater international perception of 
the triangular relation among the USA, the USSR, and China, which has a unique 
and direct bearing on the situation. There is also the need for analysing 
the developments in the national situations of Japan, Taiwan, China and Hong 
Kong and their influence on the issue of the divided Korea. 


The consultation provided an opportunity for further theological reflection on 
issues of justice and peace, including the special demands made on churches in 


peace-making. This task was facilitated by examining models and prospects 
for peaceful resolution of conflicts. Special attention was given to the 
specific question of Korean unification. In looking at the role of the 


churches, the experience of churches in other divided countries, e.g. Germany, 
was shared in order to stimulate the discussion. Participants at this 
consultation included those officially designated by churches and _ those 
invited on an individual basis. Others were present on account of their 
special knowledge of the region. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tosh Arai: "The Yasukuni Shrine Act" EPS 85.09.24 


[Arai, who is Japanese, is on the staff of the Sub-Unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item 
is excerpted from a sermon. See also EPS 85.08.69] 


The resurrection of Christ is well known but have you ever heard of the 
resurrection of the devil? The 13th chapter of Revelation begins with the 
story. A monster appeared out of the sea and it had seven heads. One of the 
heads had received a death blow, but it was resurrected, as it were, from the 
death that seemed sure to follow from the wound. ... 


We come to today's scriptural lesson (Rev. 13:11-18) which presents the 
emergence of a beast from the earth. This beast compelled the people to 
worship the monster which was resurrected. We can say, therefore, that this 
second beast is a priestly beast from the earth. This beast symbolizes a 
false religion or, in this case, a state-imposed religion. The state religion 
of that day insisted that it was an imperial “cult” and not a religion. Using 
this rationale, the believers of all religions were required to adore the 
emperor along with their own gods, which they were allowed to keep. ... 


The mortally-wounded beast is trying to be reinstated again, not in the island 
of Patmos, but in Tokyo today. The Yasukuni Shrine will be revived as a 
state-supported Shinto shrine... 


The Yasukuni Shrine was established by the government immediately after the 
Meiji Restoration in 1869. Since then, until 1945, it has enshrined all 
soldiers who died for the country. After the war, the shrine was 
disestablished by order of the Allied Forces, but in the meantime, a certain 
group has been waiting and working for its revival. In 1956 the Liberal 
Democratic Party submitted a proposal for the re-establishment of Yasukuni 
Shrine, but it failed to pass the Diet [the Japanese parliament]. Behind the 
movement to -re-establish the shrine there is a strong backing from the 
Headquarters of Shinto Shrines (Jinja Honcho) and from the Association of the 
Japanese War-Dead Families (Nihon Izoku Kai). sé]. 
Supporters of [official state recognition] insist that Yasukuni Shrine is not 
a religious institution because the institution does not contain, as doctrine, 
a belief in an absolute God, as in Western religions; therefore the rituals 
are not religious services but are a sort of national custom or celebration. 
We should not forget that the same excuses were used before and during the war 
by the government which at that time compelled Christians to pay homage to 
Yasukuni Shrine, and compelled them to worship the emperor, saying that these 
were not religious acts but part of the imperial cult. 


Supporters say ... the purpose ... is to comfort the souls of the dead 
soldiers. Is not this a religious expression? If not, what else is it? 


[The purpose of official recognition of the shrine is said to be] “to praise 
their meritorious achievements”. What exactly were their meritorious 
achievements? Perhaps most soldiers were innocent, but they were participants 
in a military invasion of neighbouring nations. They took part in the killing 
of both enemy soldiers and non-combatants, and they cannot be excused from 
responsibility for cruel actions. I am not accusing soldiers, but I wonder 
whether “meritorious achievements" are the right words. To praise their great 
works might mean praise of old Japanese imperialism. 


(over) 


shrine/2 


To me they were victims of Japanese militarism. True comfort of their souls 
is to be found in our efforts to maintain peace and prevent more people from 
becoming victims like them. The money to support the shrine should be used 
for the maintenance of democracy in Japan and the advancement of world peace. 
It is much better for young men tobe alive and enjoy their lives with their 
families than to be praised after a meaningless death. Is it not better to 
think that there will be no war and no Yasukuni Shrine than to look forward to 
being enshrined after a meaningless death? We must beware of the fact that 
many comments on Yasukuni Shrine seem to prove that the intention of the 
revival of the shrine is the revival of militarism. ... 


Yasukuni Shrine does not have evangelistic institutions like our sermons, 
pamphlets, or tracts, but this is unnecessary because it has been supported 
and protected by the government. A primitive religion without doctrine or 
evangelism is still a kind of religion, no matter what explanations are made. 


eee 


In 1927, when a similar issue arose, the Fukuin Shimpo, a Presbyterian paper, 
gave warning, saying, “We would like to believe that the motivation for the 
proposal of this sort of bill is good. However, it is not merely 
consideration of a problem today, but a perspective of the future which is 
required. When we look at it under the guidance of the Scriptures we see that 
bondage and tribulations are waiting for us. The reason why we raise our 
voice of opposition is not only for ourselves, but because of our 
responsibility towards those who will come after us. If this bill passes, it 
will be a blasphemy against God and an injustice. This is not a mere legal 
political issue, but a matter of our loyalty to Christ.” 


They were right, and today after we have observed what happened since 1927, 
after the bill on Religious Acts [unifying the nation under a state “cult”, 
and which led to the eventual suppressing of non-Shinto groups] passed the 
Diet, we must raise the same voice of protest against the government and 
prevent the repetition of history. The book of Revelation warns us by 
pointing out the advancement of history in cycles. ... 


Frequently we read in newspapers about the dispatch of a group of the bereaved 
to collect the bones of their relatives in southern countries. These stories 
have value. To Japanese they are beautiful stories. But let us for a moment 
look at this phenomenon from the natives' point of view. These dead Japanese 
were part of the invading force which killed their relatives and the signs of 
their oppression are still in evidence in the form of scars on their bodies, 
the presence of orphans, and the mixed-blood children. To such people, how 
would Japanese “tourists” from a rich country look? What might look like a 
beautiful episode to Japanese may produce the opposite effect on the part of 
the natives. 


How would you feel if you were a member of a family whose parents were 
massacred by Japanese soldiers, when you hear that those Japanese soldiers 
were now officially deified by the Japanese government? The Yasukuni Shrine 
includes a thousand bodies of A-, B- and C-class war criminals [A: those 
responsible for beginning the war; B: those responsible in the occupation of 
Asian countries; C: those responsible for brutal killings] who were executed. 
I am not against enshrining them if it were a private shrine, but if the 
government is officially deifying them it becomes quite a different problem. 
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The regular EPS deadline is 0700 GMT every Tuesday. However, the next three 
deadlines are 17 and 20 September and 1 October (0700 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. This includes many 
pictures from the recent meeting of the WCC central committee. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for them. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service) is a news and features service of Africa Church 
Information Service. Samples and subscription information are available from 
ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The July issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review has as its theme Vatican 
II: Twenty Years After. It includes articles by J. Miguez Bonino ("The 
Reception of Vatican II in Latin America"), Julio X. Labayen (“Vatican II in 
Asia and the Philippines"), John S. Pobee ("An African Perspective"), Mary 
Luke Tobin ("Women in the Church: Vatican II and After”), Lukas Vischer 
("After the Debate on Collegiality”), Harding Meyer ("The Decree on Ecumenism: 
A Protestant Viewpoint"), Nikos Nissiotis (“Towards a New Ecumenical Era”), 
the late W.A. Visser 't Hooft ("WCC-Roman Catholic Relations: Some Personal 
Reflections”), and Theo C. van Boven (“Religious Liberty in the Context of 
Human Rights"). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC 
Publictions, Box 66, CH-121] Geneva 20. 


A copy of the WCC financial report for 1984 is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/Finance, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Recent floods in India have prompted an appeal (8 August) for 300,000 US 
dollars from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS). More details are 
available on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (August) issue of the bi-monthly. "Contact" of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission features an article on children's health in different parts 
of the world. A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CMC, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The latest LWF Report (number 21) is entitled Charismatic Renewal and the 
Lutheran Tradition. It is available from the Lutheran World Federation, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A copy of the statement to the churches from the Faith and Order Plenary 


Commission (EPS 85/32,33) is available to journalists on request to WCC/Faith 
and Order, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (August) issue of the newsletter of the WCC refugee service includes 
reports on Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka, Ethiopian refugees in Djibouti, and 
the "serious" situation of Vietnamese refugees in Hong Kong. A copy is 


available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Methodist Update is the new “official news service” of the Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa. The monthly newssheet is for “people and organisations in 
foreign lands who are concerned with what is happening in southern Africa, and 
the church's response to contemporary events." It is published under the 
auspices of "Dimension," official MCSA newspaper. Editor is Theo Coggin, Box 
34632, Jeppestown, 2043, RSA. 


LESOTHO CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
WARNS ON DEATH THREATS Service 85.09.25 


MASERU (Lesotho) (EPS) - In an open letter to Lesotho Prime Minister Leabua 
Jonathan, leaders of the Christian Council of Lesotho expressed (29 August) 
“very grave concern" about "death threats and warnings of the same" received 
by "various people” last month. 


In the letter CCL General Secretary M.E. Worship and CCL Chairman D.J. Senkhane 
say “human life for the Christian is sacred before man and God. As Christians 
we cannot tolerate any situation where human life becomes cheap," they add. 
The two appeal to him, “not only as leader in the country, but also as a 
Christian, to join us in publicly condemning such actions ... as well as those 
who perpetrate fear in the country because of them.” 


EPS 
MADAGASCAR CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
REACT TO KUNG-FU KILLINGS Service 85.09.26 
TANANARIVE (Malagasy Republic) (EPS) - After members of the armed forces 


killed several students of the martial art of kung-fu, heads of the country's 
four main denominations (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic, United) in the 
Christian Council of Churches in Madagascar last month voiced concern about 
the “murder and bloodshed ... which has brought huge grief to many families in 
the capital” of this island nation off the east coast of Africa. 


The church leaders called it a "source of real concern for us to realize that 
some Malagasy people seem to think nothing of taking life or having others 
killed as if life was worth nothing." They added that it is “not only actual 
murder and bloodshed that are unworthy for Christians and for all honest 
people, but also lies, twisting the truth, provocative aggressive talk, and 
such like." They said "no advantage whatsoever will result for the nation 
from disorder and civil strife." 


EPS 
METHODISTS DEBATE WORK OF Ecumenical Press 
UNOFFICIAL MISSION SOCIETY Service 85.09.27 
DALLAS (EPS) - "United Methodist Reporter" newspaper says Methodists in Ghana 


and Colombia have been warned their plans to accept missionaries from the 
unofficial Mission Society for United Methodists could mean "ruptured 
relationships." The unofficial society was formed by people criticial of 
aspects of the work of the official UMC Board of Global Ministries, in order, 
they said to “supplement” its efforts. 


Society Chairman Ira Gallaway said the board is "practicing imperialism and 
colonialism" by trying to tell overseas Methodists what to do, and to whom to 
relate. But Peggy Billings, chief of the board's overseas mission division, 
said the the purpose of a board letter to the Ghana Methodist Church was to 
stress the importance of Methodists relating to each other through tried and 
proven official channels to protect every denomination's autonomy. And, she 
said, Latin American Methodist bishops who issued a warning to the Colombia 
congregations were not manipulated by the board. "You have to recognize just 
how independent they are; we can't tell them anything," she observed. 


EPS 


CHURCH REPS REACT Ecumenical Press 
TO COUP IN UGANDA Service 85.09.28 


NAIROBI (EPS) - Heads of the Roman Catholic Church in Uganda and [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of Kenya were among church leaders reacting to the 
late-July coup in Uganda. 


Kampala Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga called for a 
roundtable conference of all political groupings within and without the 
country in an effort to bring peace and reconciliation. He warned that 
anarchy could result without such a conference, or if it excluded significant 
groups. He also called for an interim government of national unity. Nsubuga 
was among critics of the overthrown government of President Milton Obote. 


In Kenya, Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria urged prayers for peace in 
Uganda, and suggested Kenyans give thanks for Kenyan peace and stability. 


EPS 
WORLD REFORMED LEADER Ecumenical Press 
HOPING TO SEE BOESAK Service 85.09.29 
GENEVA (EPS) - General Secretary Edmond Perret of the World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches, based here, planned to leave 8 September for South Africa 
to visit WARC members there. He was also seeking government permission to see 
Allan Boesak, detained since 27 August (EPS 85.09.01). Boesak, a leading 
opponent of apartheid (the South African system of race separation with white 
supremacy), is WARC president. 


Among negative church reactions to Boesak's detention was one from European 
United Methodist Council, which includes congregations in Austria, Denmark, 
Czechoslovakia, Finland, the two Germanys (FRG, GDR), Norway, Poland, Sweden, 
and Switzerland. It voiced “outrage at the atrocities, the oppression, and 
denial of justice being perpetrated on the black majority." Also meeting at 
the end of last month, the Italian Methodist-Waldensian synod condemned South 
African “racism based on injustice and sin.” 


The Dutch-based International Fellowship of Reconciliation reported (29 
August) that among casualties of the continuing unrest in South Africa was 
Phoenix settlement, founded by Gandhi in 1904 as a center of nonracialisn, 
self-reliance, and peace. IFOR said elements inspired by Inkatha, a Zulu 
nationalist organization, looted the settlement (as part of attacks on 
buildings associated with Indians), and that most of its Gandhi artifacts are 
gone. No one was injured. 


ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE Ecumenical Press 
PROGRAMME ANNOUNCED Service 85.09.30 
GENEVA (EPS) - The Ecumenical Institute, part of the World Council of 


Churches, has announced its 1986 programme, including, in January/February the 
end of the 34th session, and from 15 October the beginning of the 35th session 
of its graduate school. Theme of both sessions is “gospel and culture.” 


Also planned are seminars on "the Roman Catholic church 20 years after Vatican 
II” (14-21 March), “Orthodox theology and spirituality” (21 April-4 May), “the 
ecumenical significance of the Geneva Reformation" (20-30 May), and “women in 
church leadership" (9-16 June); and a workshop on teaching ecumenics (1-10 
July). Institute address is Chateau de Bossey, CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland. 
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WORLD LUTHERAN COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS ON PEACE, S. AFRICA Service 85.09.31 


[This item is adapted from "Lutheran World Information." ] 


GENEVA (EPS/Roger Kahle) - The executive committee of the Geneva-—based 
Lutheran World Federation, meeting here (26-30 August), unanimously adopted 
policy statements on peace and on South Africa, accepted six new LWF members, 
and heard its new general secretary urge Lutherans to seek unity “with holy 
impatience”. The committee also affirmed continuation of Lutheran dialogues 
with Anglicans, Baptists, Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics. 


The committee, 30 members from 22 countries, asked the 104 LWF member 
denominations to urge their governments to consider disinvestment, an oil 
embargo, and other economic sanctions against South Africa. It affirmed LWF 
“solidarity and support” for those “oppressed ... [by] the apartheid system in 
South Africa and under foreign occupation in Namibia, and for those who are 
struggling against it”. It interrupted its meeting upon hearing of the arrest 
of Allan Boesak (EPS 85.09.01), a leading apartheid opponent and president of 
the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and asked all governments 
to press for his release. 


In its peace and justice statement, the committee asks LWF members "to take a 
clear stand against the further militarization of outer space” and to "oppose 
proliferation of nuclear weapons". It asks churches to lobby governments “to 
increase and speed up assistance to relieve hunger", diverting funds that 
would otherwise be used for armaments. And it endorses the idea of "an 
ecumenical and global peace council". In his opening address, LWF President 
Zoltan Kaldy called for a freeze on the production of nuclear weapons and for 
“open negotiations of goodwill”. 


Gunnar Staalsett, who succeeded Carl Mau as LWF general secretary on 1 
September, said in his first major policy speech (EPS 85.09.32) that Lutherans 
will pursue the unity of the church “with holy impatience". He asked the 
committee and LWF staff to “pray for courage and wisdom to take new steps". 
Mau said in an address that the time has come when Lutherans and Roman 
Catholics “could enter into appropriate forms of visible unity", including 
possibly “interim sharing of the eucharist" like that now authorized between 
US Lutherans and Anglicans. The committee, the highest decision-making body 
in the LWF between its world assemblies, affirmed all the international 
dialogues in which Lutherans participate. 


The admission of Lutheran denominations in Bangladesh, Botswana, El Salvador, 
Venezuela, and Zaire to the federation brings the number of LWF members to 
104. It was reported that a constitutional change made by the LWF Seventh 
Assembly (Budapest, 1984) is now in effect. It says LWF members "understand 
themselves to be in pulpit-and-altar fellowship with each other". Opposition 
was reported from a few LWF members, mostly those affiliated with the US-based 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which does not belong to the LWF. 


The committee adopted a new set of bylaws. They deal with the LWF's legal 
status, and procedures for becoming members or applying for the new categories 
of “recognized churches, councils, and congregations”. Also adopted were five 
general and 21 specific emphases to guide the LWF until its Eighth Assembly, 
in 1990. The committee urged that it be on a seminary or university campus. 
The committee is to choose a location at a future meeting. 
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NEW LUTHERAN LEADER STRESSES Ecumenical Press 
UNITY, DIGNITY, COOPERATION Service 85.09.32 


[This item is adapted from "Lutheran World Information." ] 


GENEVA (EPS/Roger Kahle) - “If you try to find out where my voice is to be 
heard and where my heartbeat is-to be found, you should listen to the 
wavelengths of Christian unity, human dignity,- and cooperation", Gunnar 
Staalsett told the Lutheran World Federation executive committee and staff in 
his first major address in his new post. "As Lutherans", the Norwegian 
theologian said, “we are called to Christian unity and we will continue to 
call the Lutheran churches to new clarity about and dedication to the 
centrality of Christian unity and Christian dignity in all its aspects. The 
Lutheran identity is ecumenical and inclusive”. 


He said Lutheran identity should not be spoken of only in historic terms: "We 
have to speak about it in confessional and interconfessional terms, looking to 
the day in which we live and opening for the future. The LWF should not be 
perceived as an instrument to protect our divisions as Christians, not indeed 
as an association to protect the memory of the man Luther”. 


Staalsett made his address at the end the committee's week-long (26-30 August) 
meeting here, the last such for Carl Mau. He retired (31 August) after almost 
11 years as general secretary, to join the staff of a parish in Washington. 


Staalsett called Lutherans “a communion of churches with its evangelical and 
ecumenical identity". He said "“conciliar fellowship has to be matched by 
communion". Staalsett, a pastor in the [Lutheran] Church of Norway and most 
recently general secretary of the Norwegian Bible Society, said a communion 
"brings in the grass roots, the basis, the local congregations - those for 
whom we are here, without whom we have no right to be here”. 


He said the seventh article of the Augsburg Confession, a 1530 statement of 
the Lutheran confessional position, gives Lutherans a flexible, open, and 
dynamic understanding of unity. “And we will seek that [unity] with holy 
impatience”, Staalsett told the committee and staff. He asked that they “pray 
for courage and wisdom to take new steps”. 


Referring to the World Council of Churches, with which the LWF shares a 
headquarters building here, as the "privileged instrument" of the ecumenical 
movement, he affirmed Lutherans “are in the ecumenical movement", and will 
work closely with the WCC in various areas. He said the LWF ecumenical agenda 
includes involving local congregations in what has been achieved in various 
interconfessional dialogues. He called unity a "gift from God - a work which 
he enacts through means that he chooses in ways that he decides”. 


Turning to human dignity, Staalsett said, “We cannot speak about peace without 
justice. When armaments threaten the security they are created to protect, 
then something is wrong". He said other aspects of human dignity include “our 
commitment to human rights, equality of men and women, the sharing of 
responsibilities in church and society of all generations". He said the 
church's mission serves human dignity because people set free by Christ's 
gospel "regain their dignity as human beings, find their purpose in life, find 
the meaning to their deepest longing for peace and hope". 


The LWF officers approved Staalset's proposal for two new positions in the 
general secretariat - one assistant general secretary for ecumenical affairs 


and a second for international affairs and human rights. 


EPS 


Church situation in Burundi prompts papal concern EPS 85.09.33 
NAIROBI (EPS) - During his visit last month to Kenya, Pope John Paul II 
expressed concern about the church situation in Burundi (EPS 85.09.09). New 
York-based Religious News Service reported (23 August) the government arrested 
Joachim Gitega, the country's most senior Roman Catholic bishop, and a number 
of priests for defying the government ban on religious services on weekdays 
between 7 in the morning and 5 in the afternoon. RNS also reported that 
several US, Belgian, and Spanish missionaries were forced to leave Burundi as 
part of a government drive to reduce foreign influence in the church. About 
2.4 million of the 4 million or so Burundis are counted as Christians, most of 
them, including President Jean Baptiste Bagaza, Roman Catholics. 


J. Gordon Coburn, WCC consultant, dies EPS, 85.09.34 
TORONTO (EPS) - J. Gordon Coburn, active in the United Church of Canada and 
ecumenically, died 11 August here. He was a consultant on finances to the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches in 1976. 


Leighton Ford leaving Billy Graham Association EPS 85.09.35 
MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - After 30 years as an associate of US evangelist Billy 
Graham, Leighton Ford announced (22 August) he is leaving the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, based here, in the near future. Among projects Ford 
Says he expects to devote more attention to is a 1989 international congress 
of world evangelization, planned as a sequel to the 1974 congress in Lausanne. 


Satellite-linked evangelism conferences planned EPS 85.09.36 
MANILA (EPS) - This is one of about 90 locations announced by the US-based 
Campus Crusade for Christ for simultaneous "Explo 85" evangelism conferences 
27-31 December, to be linked by satellite. CCC says 500,000 participants are 
expected for discipleship training and person-to-person evangelistic programs 
in connection with the conferences. 


Philippine RC leader faults government 'deception' EPS..85..09 434 
MANILA (EPS) - During a mass last month attended by several thousand people 
near here to mark the second anniversary of the assassination of opposition 
leader Beningno Aquino, Jaime Cardinal Sin, the Roman Catholic archbishop 
based here, accused the government of President Ferdinand Marcos. of 
“deception” in the case. Sin said that to his sorrow the country seems more 
divided than ever. The government said the cardinal's remarks would only 
“aggravate the very situation the good primate despairs of, help create an 
atmosphere of mutual fear and distrust and suspicion, and undermine the 
democratic political process." 


Soviet Baptists meet delegates to youth festival EPS 85.09.38 
MOSCOW (EPS) - During the 12th World Youth and Students' Festival (here, 27 


July-3 August), the local congregation of the All Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists hosted a special meeting of church members and festival 
participants. According to an AUCECB report, the visitors were told about 
church life in the Soviet Union and the denomination's peacemaking and 
publishing activities. Theme of the festival was “for anti-imperialist 
solidarity, peace, and friendship,” something, said the AUCECB report, “close 
to the whole younger generation concerned with dangerous tension in the world." 


UK church group in poster campaign on Nicaragua EPS 85.09.39 
LONDON (EPS) - Church Action for Central America - a group with support from 
British Council of Churches, Baptist, Methodist, United Reformed, Anglican, 
and Roman Catholic agencies - has launched a six-week poster campaign in the 


underground (subway) here with the theme, "Pray that Nicaragua be left in 
peace" and a picture of children left homeless by violence. 
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Unification Church reported stressing ecumenical ventures EPS 85.09.40 
NEW YORK (EPS) - Religious News Service, based here, reports the Unification 
Church has “recently built a small network of ecumenical organizations and is 
presenting them as alternatives to such established ecumenical agencies as the 
[US] National and World Councils of Churches .... But mainstream church 
leaders are still wary of the Unification Church's overtures for ecumenical 
dialogue," RNS adds, because “they believe that Unification leader Sun Myung 
Moon may have a hidden agenda in his church's interfaith activities.” 


20 Presbyterian legislators fault denomination's stance EPS 85.09.41 
NEW YORK (EPS) — Twenty Presbyterian members of Congress (the US national 
legislature) sent a letter last month critical of positions on human rights 
and US-USSR relations, disarmament, and Central America by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) general assembly. PCUSA Stated Clerk James Andrews said he is 
“delighted that they're interested in the statements of the general assembly. 
It's the first time they've ever responded." He said he could recall no 
communication from the 20 before, and that he was considering asking to meet 
with them and the other 35 Presbyterians in Congress. The 20 say they “look 
to the guidance of the church for direction and moral substance,’ but that the 
statements they object to are “based on misperceptions which have too often 
become accepted as truths.” 


WCC general secretary sends note on Chile EPS 85.09.42 
BUENOS AIRES (EPS) — On the last day (8 August) of the meeting here of the 
central committee of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro sent a letter to Chilean Supreme Court President 
Rafael Retamal praising efforts to “shed light on the horrible crimes 
committed last March.” He said Retamal's investigations are “strong signs of 
hope for the reestablishment of a true peace based on justice” in the 
country. Last March, the bodies of three Chileans with their throats slit 
were found in the suburbs of the Chilean capital, Santiago. A high police 
official, Cesar Mendoza, subsequently resigned in connection with the case. 
Also last month, Chilean Lutheran, Methodist, and Roman Catholic leaders 
joined to sponsor a week for the defense of life in the country, stressing 
themes of solidarity, reconciliation, and liberation. 


New Brazilian church leader affirms activist policies EPS 85.09.43 
PORTO ALEGRE (EPS) — Gottfried Brakemeir, new president of the Evangelical 
Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB), said at his first news 
conference since his election that the IECLB would continue to speak out about 
social issues in the country, notably the need for land reform. “There is no 
possibility of a social existence in peace without agrarian reform,” he said. 
He also said forgiveness for those who tortured others during previous 
Brazilian governments cannot come until they confess their sins. 


WCC and Jewish leaders meet in Argentina EPS 85.09.44 
BUENOS AIRES (EPS) -— During last month's meeting, here, of the central 
committee of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, WCC representatives 
met officials of Jewish organizations from Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, 
Venezuela, and Chile to discuss “the state of Jewish-Christian relations in 
Latin American countries." A report from the meeting said “the wide-ranging 
discussion among the some 40 participants touched on many of the problems 
common to Jews and Christians, including the tension between the rich and the 
poor, the consumer society, and religious pluralism." The report said WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro affirmed that the WCC rejects antisemitism and 
the equation of Zionism with racism, recognizes the reality and legitimacy of 
the state of Israel, and reserves the right to question specific actions of 
the Israeli government. 
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ECUVIEW/Uffe Gjerding: “Notes on the Church in Estonia” EPS 85.09.45 


[Gjerding, Europe secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
visited the Estonian part of the Soviet Union earlier this year. This item is 
abridged and adapted. He also reports that Estonian church representatives 
told him there is good ecumenical cooperation there. ] 


a) Lutherans: There are in Estonia 200,000 members in 140 congregations with 
90 pastors. With many pastors now retiring, even the 50 students of theology 
will not quite be able to fill the gaps (and not all decide for pastoral 
ministry). Theological training is a kind of correspondence course with 
regular seminars on the premises of the Lutheran church in Tallinn, the 
Estonian capital. Here the church also has quite a big library of older as 
well as quite up-to-date theological literature, not least from Germany and 
Finland. But there is practically no trace of WCC publications. The books 
are squeezed into very small rooms. To improve the theological education 
situation, the church hopes it might one day be able to get back a building 
across from the cathedral which belonged to the church before the war. The 
archbishop and several of his closest colleagues have passed the age of 70, 
although they seem to be providing dynamic church leadership. Across from the 
offices of the church, the enormous cathedral commands an excellent view of 
the town below, but also shows clear signs of needing major restoration work, 
outside and inside. Inside, many graves and banners witness to the history of 
the church and the country, and to the many wars and attacks, inflicted not 
least by the brothers across the Baltic. But today the church leadership 
speaks insistently about peace, and good relationships between all peoples. 


b) Orthodox: Close to the Lutheran cathedral lies the onion-domed Orthodox 
cathedral. Walking early in the morning, we could enjoy the beautiful singing 
of the liturgy, as well as prayers for the dead lying in uncovered coffins in 
the church. Many Russians come and go in Estonia. This makes it very hard to 
estimate the size of the Orthodox community, or its regular church activity. 
Besides the cathedral, there is another large Orthodox church in town. 


c) Baptists: Baptists in Estonia have 78 pastors and congregations with about 
5000 believers, of which 2000 are in Tallinn. The local pastor has been 
educated partly abroad, and represents a younger generation of pastors very 
open to new ideas and ecumenical cooperation. As with the other confessions, 
all church life is centred around the Sunday service and certain Bible studies 
in the church; there is no possibility for separate religious instruction for 
children or youth. However, many youths participate in church activities. 
some literature is available, but certainly more Bibles and hymnals could be 
used, Among burning issues of society was mentioned alcoholism, now being 
tackled by measures introduced by the state. But the church sees alcoholism 
also as a result of the lack of meaning of life with proclamation of the 
zospel for people of today called for. Members of the congregation have an 
important role to play in the witness beyond the walls of the church building. 


1) Methodists: The only Methodist Church in the Soviet Union is in Estonia. 
[t has about 2000 members spread over 14 parishes and pastors. The church has 
experienced a certain decrease in membership, but this trend seems to be 
changing now, and an influx of former agnostics or atheists is experienced. 
[raining of pastors is a.problem, and, as with the Baptists, the church seems 
to be in need of more Bibles and hymnals. Recently the Methodists received 
permission to build a new church building for one congregation. Formally, 
“stonian Methodists are related to others in norther Europe, but I had a 
feeling that it was a church which was rather isolated, although, as with the 
Baptists, the church leadership was fairly young, dynamic and open. 
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ECUVIEW/Karl Carstens: "The Christian in the Contemporary World” EPS 85.09.46 


[Carstens is a former president of the Federal Republic of Germany. This is 
excerpted from his address to the executive committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation, which met in Geneva 26-30 August. ] 


The central imperative addressed to us by Christ is the command to love our 
neighbor. We are to love our neighbor as ourselves. That rules out any enemy 
stereotype. The idea that politics is essentially a friend-foe relationship 
is unchristian. There is no reason why we should not struggle vigorously in 
favor of our political opponent however mistaken and even dangerous his views 
may seem to us to be. We have always to remember that, according to Christian 
teaching, every human being is made in the image of God. 


The second Christian imperative we must constantly do fustice“cojaisirytne 
imperative of peace. This is a central theme of the Christian faith. ... The 
Christian must let himself be guided by this commandment in every area of 
life. Historically speaking, the idea of peace was originally connected 
closely with the idea of justice. On this view, only a just state of things 
deserved the name of peace. 


At that time, the doctrine of the just war was developed. In view of the 
danger of modern war, however, the conviction has come to prevail that it is 
not right to end even an unjust state of things by war. The prohibition of 
the use of force applies even when the proposed goals are legitimate. These 
are rockbottom principles of the modern international order and will certainly 
be endorsed by the Christian. 


Like peace, freedom too is a central theme of the Christian faith, and, at the 
same time, the basis of every national democratic constitution. But what 
differences there are in the underlying concepts of freedom! According to 
Christian teaching, freedom is a gift of God to humanity. "For freedom Christ 
has set us free" (Gal.5:1). "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom" (2 Cor.3:17). 


This is freedom from egotism, freedom from self-assertion; it is identical 
with the obedience of faith. "Only when God alone rules are we wholly free,” 
said Augustine. The instrument of this freedom is the selfless service of 
love. “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all” 
(1 Cor.9:19). Luther stated this point in the famous words: “A Christian is a 
free lord over all things and subject to no one but he is at the same time a 
ministering servant of all things and subject to albe* 


Besides the Christian imperatives I have spoken of so far stands another 
Christian virtue: humility. ... To some extent, humility includes all the 
other virtues: love, peaceableness, tolerance, respect for individual human 
dignity and freedom. Yet humility implies something more. It includes 
modesty, respect for the opinion of others even when it differs from our own. 
It means being ready to allow that our own opinion may be mistaken, that we 
may be wrong. This demands of most of us, even of most theologians, a high 
degree of self-effacement. 


In my view, the most important task of Christians in the world today is to 
confess their faith so that everyone knows they are Christians. ... When 
humanity is deranged it becomes capable of anything. The strongest force to 
save it from this is faith and the command to love the neighbor. To say this, 
to go on saying it, to say it everywhere, is in my view the most important 
task of the Christian in our time. 
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ECUVIEW/Franklin Ishida: “Fingerprinting of Aliens in Japan” EPS 85.09.47 


[Ishida is an intern in the communication department of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. See also EPS 85.03.20; 84.07.14, 10.62.] 


The fingerprinting system was put into practice in 1955 mainly to prevent 
illegal registration of foreigners. The justification for this has been that 
fingerprints provide the best and most correct means of identification and 
that it guarantees accurate cross-checking of identity. 


In reality, the fingerprinting of foreigners has been primarily aimed at 
keeping tabs on the large number of Korean residents who remained in Japan 
after World War II. 


Ethnic Koreans comprise 80 percent of all foreigners in Japan. In 1905, Korea 
became a protectorate of Japan, only to be annexed and made into a colony in 
1915. 


From then until the end of the war in 1945, Japanese culture and language were 
imposed on the Korean people as well as Japanese citizenship. During the war, 
a great number of Koreans were brought to Japan as forced labor. 


The 1952 peace treaty meant the loss of Japanese citizenship for those Koreans 
who chose to remain in Japan. They have been since treated as scum in society 
or even sub-human, and have been discriminated against in schooling and job 
opportunities, 


This has carried over even to second- and third-generation Koreans born and 
raised in Japan, but who have retained Korean nationality. 


The existing Alien Registration Law states that all foreigners residing in 
Japan must register with the local authorities, at which time they must be 
fingerprinted. Registration takes place every five years and one must be 
fingerprinted each time. 


Failure to be fingerprinted can result in criminal proceedings which carry a 
penalty of up to one year in jail, or a fine of up to 200,000 yen. Upon 
pressure from the Korean government, numerous private organizations, and local 
authorities to change the law, the government has recently taken steps to make 
the fingerprinting procedure "painless" by using colorless ink and requiring a 
simple print rather than using a rotating motion. 


The argument given most often against fingerprinting foreigners is that it is 
“humiliating” and gives a feeling of being treated as a criminal. In addition, 
the following points can be made: 


1) Fingerprints are a part of an individual's privacy and that individual 
privacy is guaranteed by the Japanese constitution. Therefore, forced 
fingerprinting is a matter of a violation of human rights. 


2) Is fingerprinting an absolute necessity? This can be questioned in light 
of the fact that government officials have testified that fingerprints are not 
actually used in immigration offices as was the original intent of the law. 


This stems from the fact that the domestic situation in Japan is at present 
very stable compared to the confusion period following World War II, when the 


law was enacted. 


(over) 


fingerprinting/2 


3) Japanese citizens do not have to be fingerprinted, even though all Japanese 
have to be registered for residency, passports, driving licences, etc. No 
other major country in the world requires persons residing within its borders 
to be fingerprinted when being registered. Moreover, anyone who violates the 
Alien Registration Law by not being fingerprinted is prosecuted according to 
criminal law, while cases of Japanese failing to register in the prescribed 
way is not handled by the police. 


Many individual foreigners, especially Koreans, are: now standing up and 
refusing to be fingerprinted. As of May 1985, there were 233 such foreign 
residents in Japan, out of a current total of 933,000 foreigners in Japan, of 
whom 776,000 are long-term residents, most of them permanent residents, and 
most of them Korean citizens. 


The National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) conducted a campaign between 
July and October 1984 to obtain one million signatures in opposition to the 
fingerprinting of Korean residents in Japan. 


Meanwhile, a similar petition drive was conducted in Japan by members of the 
Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), the National Christian Council of 
Japan and the Korean Christian Church in Japan in order to collect 500,000 
signatures. 


That, however, has not been enough to create public understanding of the 
nature of the system. In October 1984, the central committee of the National 
Christian Council of Japan voted to support an ecumenical effort to revise the 
Alien Registration Law. Since then, numerous meetings and discussion groups 
have been organized by the churches at an ecumenical level. Opponents of the 
law also suggest that Japanese must start to think of the concept of 
“inhabitants” in such a way as to embrace non-Japanese as well. 


While agreeing that the Alien Registration Law needs changing, the government 
has ordered local authorities to take legal action against those who refuse to 
be fingerprinted, after endeavoring to persuade them to comply with the system 
for three months. In addition, the Justice Ministry has decided not to issue 
reentry permits to foreigners who refuse to have their fingerprints recorded 
when renewing their registration cards. 


Some regional police departments have taken it on their own to seek out and 
procecute those foreigners who have not been fingerprinted. As a result, 
there has been some reaction to this overriding of local and regional 
authority with the fear that Japan is returning to the pre-war state of 
centralized police control over the lives of people. 


Some are saying that this directed drift toward centralism and autocracy 
raises serious questions about the nature of Japan's society in the future, 
and about the viability of constitutional guarantees for the Japanese people 
themselves, let alone the rights of foreign residents. 


There have been some officials, in one case on television by a police 
information officer, who have declared that if the foreigners cannot respect 
the law, then they should go back home. Such sentiments ignore the origins of 
the vast majority of foreign residents originating in past Japanese imperial 
and racist colonialism, and, coupled with the government ultimatum over local 
authorities and police, does not recognize the lawful rights of individuals 
and local governments. 
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ECUVIEW/Fred Bronkema: "EDCS at 10" EPS 85.09.48 


[The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS), founded in 1975 by the 
World Council of Churches and Council of Churches in the Netherlands, is 
marking its 10th anniversary. This item is adapted and abridged from 
“Grapevine,” newsletter of the ecumenical [US] Joint Strategy and Action 
Committee. Bronkema is US representative for EDCS. ] 


In 1974, on the stage of a large auditorium in West Berlin, stood two 
figures. One was Margaret Mead, a US Anglican, and at that time the world's 
foremost anthropologist. The other was Edler Hawkins, the first black 
moderator of the United Presbyterian Church. Together they were making a 
final report before the central committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Their recommendation, after a four-year study by the Commission of the 
Churches' Participation in Development of the WCC, was to go ahead with the 
founding of the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society. It was to have 
three purposes: 


1) EDCS is a new ecumenical development channel giving long-term, low interest 
loans to the poor and their development projects, projects which lead to their 
self-reliance, social and economic justice and their participation in economic 
growth towards the goal of a just, participatory and sustainable society. 


2) It is a challenge to the Western churches to set aside a portion of their 
investment portfolios in order to invest in EDCS. The churches have billions 
of dollars in investment funds. The Church of England alone has 2 billion US 
dollars. If church institutions are not willing to put a part of their wealth 
at limited risk for the sake of development of the poor, then who will? 


3) EDCS is also a challenge to the churches of the third world not to continue 
to depend only upon the grant system which at times has turned churches in 
upon themselves, their buildings, their programmes, but to become involved in 
true Christian, human development by turning outside to the people, the poor 
communities and assist them to design and direct their projects. 


After this stirring report the Central Committee unanimously decided to begin 
EDCS. Naturally the first flush of enthusiasm often diminishes. It took a 
while for EDCS to become operational. In 1975, EDCS was incorporated in the 
Netherlands. The Dutch government waived all tax requirements and Queen 
Juliana gave a start-up grant for administrative purposes. EDCS headquarters 
are in Amersfoort. 


In mid-1977 EDCS became operational. Since that time, over 30 development 
projects in Africa, Asia, Latin America and poor communities in North America 
and Europe have either received loans or are now in varying stages of 
receiving an EDCS loan. 


As of mid-1984, we had over 7 million US dollars in investment funds from over 
170 shareholders on the six continents. Nearly 35 percent of the shareholders 
are churches and church groups in the third world. 


The board of directors has 13 members, six from the third world. Roman 
Catholic orders and groups have invested over 1.5 million US dollars. 


At the end of 1981 and 1982, a dividend was paid. Also a substantial reserve 
fund is being built to protect against any possible losses. EDCS wants to be 


responsible financially as well as socially and corporately. 
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ECUTEXT/"Tasks for the Church in Korea” EPS 85.09.49 


[This item is excerpted from the findings and recommendations of a 
consultation sponsored last 29 October-2 November by the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches (EPS 84.12.54). More information on the meeting is in 
the booklet, “Peace and Justice in North-East Asia” (EPS 85.09.23). Last 
April, the Presbyterian Church of Korea sponsored a consultation in Seoul on 
mission in North Korea and national unification. The PCK's address is CPO 
Box 1125, Seoul. ] 


... Revealing the truth and making it known is at the heart of the Christian 


approach to reconciliation. In order to accomplish this, the churches must 
inform themselves more fully about forces which contribute to or oppose the 
unification of Korea. The consultation recommends that the WCC, other 


ecumenical bodies, and the churches develop means to meet the following 
information needs: 


- Information generally available on North and South Korea often appears 
distorted for political purposes. Careful monitoring of developments and 
sharing of information will contribute to building a new climate of trust and 
confidence. Special attention should be given to information on the churches 
in North and South Korea, and on social and cultural developments since the 
division of the country. 


- Reliable information on developments in Korea is often unavailable to 
policy-makers in countries whose positions are critical to peace, justice and 
unification. The churches could play an important role in ensuring that 
their decisions are made with knowledge of the facts as experienced by the 
people of Korea. 


= Reliable information about North Korea is not generally available, 
especially about the Christian community there. The churches must develop 
ways to understand more fully life and developments in that society and to 
share this information more broadly. 


- Information and analysis on a number of other issues are necessary for the 
churches to be able to contribute effectively to peace, justice and 
unification in Korea. Among them are: militarization, economic relations, 
the possible effects of nuclear war and the possible impact of East-West arms 
negotiations on the arms build-up in North-East Asia. 


To fulfil the tasks of confidence-building, strengthening trust and 
peace-making, the churches need not only access to accurate information, but 
contact among those directly affected as well. As yet there has been little 
contact between the churches in North Korea and those elsewhere in Asia. 

Christians in North America and Europe have had only sporadic contacts with 
North Korea and have had extremely limited exposure to the Christian community 
there. Strengthening such ties of communication is an important first step. 


The consultation recognized with deep regret that, however desirable, direct 
contacts between the churches in North and South Korea appear to _ be 
politically impossible for the time being, although contacts may be possible 
for others. Given the strong ... churches ... in North Korea before 1945, we 
believe deeply that God has not abandoned these churches nor left these people 
without witness. ... Renewing contact after such a long time requires careful 
preparation, coordination and _ consultation, taking into account’ the 
sensitivities of the churches in both parts of Korea. ... It is preferable 
that responsible church bodies be involved in these contacts. ... 
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The regular EPS deadline is Tuesday at 0/700 GMT. However, the next two 
deadlines are 20 September and 1 October (0/700 GMT). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. This includes 
pictures from the recent meetings of the WCC central committee and Commission 
on Faith and Order. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service) is a news and features service of Africa Church 
Information Service. Samples and subscription information are available from 
ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The current (August/September) issue of the WCC magazine One World includes 
articles on landless “internal migrants" in northeastern Brazil, the late W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, homeless people in the US state of Hawaii, Australian views 
of clergy, “ecumenism and economics” (cover story), and five regular features 
- notebook, news in brief, WCC chronicle, meditation, and Malachi the 
prophet. A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/Publications, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A copy of the WCC financial report for 1984 is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/Finance, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Three new Faith and Order papers are available. A copy of any or all is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20: 


Confessing Our Faith Around the World - IV. South America (no. 126) 
includes contemporary statements of faith from Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay. Edited by 
Hans-Georg Link, it has an introduction by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 4.25 US dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


Called To Be One in Christ: United Churches and the Ecumenical Movement 
(no. 127) is edited by Michael Kinnamon and Thomas F. Best, and includes 
several case studies from around the world. It costs 9.50 Swiss francs, 
4.75 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


Apostolic Faith Today: A Handbook for Study (no. 124) is a collection of 
statements of faith from the ancient church, the 16th and 17th centuries, 
major Faith and Order meetings, assemblies of the World Council of 
Churches, and other 20th-century sources. Edited by Hans-Georg Link, it 
costs 25 Swiss Francs, 11.50 US dollars, or 7.95 UK pounds. 


A special issue of Lutheran World Information (38/85, 20 September) includes 
the text of a two-hour interview with Gunnar Staalsett, new general secretary 
of the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. A copy is available to 
journalists on request to LWI, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The World Evangelical Fellowship is sponsoring an International Christian 
Media Conference, 13-17 October 1986. More information is available from Box 
220, NL 3970 AE Driebergen, Netherlands. 


BOESAK EXPRESSES Ecumenical Press 
HOPE ON RELEASE Service 85.09.50 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) President Allan 
Boesak, detained in a South African prison since 2/7 August, is said to be 
confident of his release in time to chair the WARC executive committee meeting 
at New Delhi early next month. He said he felt he would be freed soon because 
“they know all about me", he told Edmond Perret, WARC general secretary, who 
was permitted to meet him during a South African visit (8-12 September). 


Back at WARC headquarters, here, Perret said he found Boesak looking tired. 
But, Perret reported, the WARC president's lively sense of humour remains, and 
Boesak said he was being "treated decently”. A trenchant critic of apartheid, 
Boesak has been in solitary detention under Section 29 of South Africa's 
Internal Security Act (which provides for secret detention without any reason). 


During his hour-long meeting with Perret (30 minutes were initially granted) 
at police headquarters in Pretoria, Boesak reaffirmed his commitment to the 
gospel and non-violence, and expressed gratitude for concern and solidarity 
expressed by the church around the world. Back here, Perret urged that such 
support continue. 


Asked about concern expressed by some South African church people about 
reports of alleged suicides of some secretly-held political prisoners in the 
past, Perret said the government seemed “extra cautious" in this case because 
Boesak is an international figure. Perret interpreted the official courtesy 
extended to him during his visit as the government's desire to “test” 
international reaction. 


Boesak's meeting with Perret, like Boesak's earlier one with his wife, 
Dorothy, was held in the presence of an official. Perret said he was not 
permitted to discuss such matters as official reasons for the detention. He 
said he did not think any more meetings would be allowed, noting that Boesak 
had not been permitted to meet his lawyer. Though the arrest was “a deep 
shock". to Dorothy Boesak, Perret said she was “very committed" to her 
husband's work, and that she and his secretary were continuing what they could 
of it. 


Perret said that during a 48-hour tour of Johannesburg, Durban, and Cape Town, 
he tried to contact leaders of the ten WARC member denominations. 
Representatives of two did not attend meetings, and those of the other eight 
differed in their attitudes. 


Perret said this stemmed from the "de facto segregation” in all facets of 
South African life, including the church. In 1982, WARC declared apartheid a 
sin and its theological defence a heresy, but, Perret observed, it was “far 
more difficult to do it in South Africa than from outside”. 


Asked about his impressions of South Africa, he said the white establishment, 
though beleaguered, seemed determined to fight. He said the government 
seemed to be trying to strengthen the role of blacks willing to work within 
the system in an attempt to isolate those with other approaches. 


Describing the situation as “very, very serious", he called the recent 
official reforms “just adjustments" and no real change. He said children as 
young as four had been shot dead while playing on the streets, and others 
arrested from classrooms. Perret suggested that whites in South Africa do not 
know what is happening or do not want to know. In his view, they would be 
"more honest with themselves" if they “knew what happened at night.” 


EPS 


SOUTH AFRICA BANS Ecumenical Press 
TUTU PEACE LECTURE Service 85.09.51 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - A peace lecture by Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu scheduled 
for 14 September here was banned the day before, and international religious 
leaders en route to South Africa to hear the Nobel Peace Prize winner were 
denied entry under emergency regulations. The lecture was planned by the 
South African chapter of the Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and 
Peace (WCRP). An international WCRP team was then to have visited Christian, 
Muslim, Hindu, and other communities during the next week to promote 
understanding and conciliation among South African racial and religious groups. 


Three members of the team had already reached South Africa when the lecture 
was banned, among them Inamullah Khan, secretary general of the Karachi-based 
World Muslim Congress, who, like Tutu, is one of the WRCP presidents. Khan 
continued the community visits along with the other two members with him - 
Yoshiaki JLisaka, director of WCRP/Japan, and M. Saleh Hamid Mahamat, 
representative of the Mecca-based World Muslim League. 


Some days later, WRCP Secretary General John Taylor was able to travel to 
South Africa, on condition that he not take part in public meetings. Before 
he went, he appealed to South Africans and the country's government to 
“respect the different religious, cultural and spiritual heritages represented 
in South Africa and to strive for a shared society in South Africa where every 
race and religion can live in peace and security, with justice and dignity”. 


EPS 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS Ecumenical Press 
REACT ON WOMEN'S ISSUES Service 85.09.52 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - The four Seventh-day Adventist representatives at a forum 
in Nairobi last July marking the end of the UN women's decade (EPS 
85.07.22,26) are calling for the establishment of offices at various SdA 
levels to promote sexual equality in the _ church. Their report to 
administrators of the world-wide denomination, headquartered here, says the 
new offices should ensure that women are heard at all levels of the church, 
and educate men and women about “their equality in Christ, ... denied through 
the years because of self-interest, politics and socio-economic reasons”. 


The report praises SdA recognition of “the biblical principle that men and 
women are equal, partners in Christ". It says SdA leadership in health and 
temperance work “has helped women, and through them their families, to better 
nutrition, health care, family planning, and self-sufficiency through improved 
agricultural production". The delegates also call for an active SdA role in 
"helping women become aware of their own potential for service”, and 
"continued aggressive action in relation to employment for women”. 


In a related development, four SdA women were honoured by the Association of 
Adventist Women and the SdA North American Division. Mabel Richards, widow of 
H.M.S. Richards, who headed the “Voice of Prophecy” radio program for more 
than 50 years, was honoured for "support system ministry”. Nancy Marter, AAW 
president-elect, said Mabel Richards represents “a hidden and undervalued 
group, one providing the home base from which husbands can do their work with 
self-assurance". Also honoured were Eleanor Hetke, credited with arranging 
for the adoption of 450 abandoned babies during the 23 years she spent with 
her husband in India; Rosa Lee Jones, for her evangelism work in New York 
City; and Kathleen Zolber, a professor of nutrition, for her 44-year academic 
career. 
EPS 


AUSTRALIAN ANGLICANS MOVE Ecumenical Press 
TOWARDS WOMEN'S ORDINATION Service 85.09.53 


SYDNEY (EPS/Bruce Best) - The Anglican Church of Australia has taken a big 
step towards ordaining female priests, despite rejection of a move for this at 
its national synod meeting. By a narrow margin late last month, the synod, 
which meets every four years, turned down such a proposal. But it looks like 
the last real victory for opponents of women's ordination. 


Almost all the barriers which have kept Australian Anglicans with a male-only 
ministry are down or falling. The biggest went just 10 days before the synod 
met, when the appellate tribunal (the denomination's top legal body) ruled 
there are neither legal nor doctrinal reasons to prevent women's ordination. 
Though some suggest individual dioceses now can and should act unilaterally to 
ordain female priests, the prevailing view seems to be that a slower pace, 
which takes into account Australian Anglicanism's complex system of checks and 
balances, would better preserve maximum unity on the issue. 


Other hurdles are falling. From early next year, women will be able to be 
ordained as deacons; and diocesan bishops have been given the go-ahead to 
license ordained Anglican women visiting from overseas to function as priests 
in Australia. 


There was. also an important symbolic shift at the synod meeting when the 
church's leader, Brisbane Archbishop John Grindrod, came out of his neutral 
corner and declared himself a supporter of women's ordination, though his 
strong speech came after the vote to reject the ordination proposal. Grindrod 
said it has become clear to him that "the ordination of women is not only 
according to our Lord's will, but, I believe, in our day, demanded by hin. I 
fear for the mission and witness of the church if women are not ordained.” 


At the synod, Perth Archbishop Peter Carnley led the case for women priests. 
He. said ordination of women should happen intentionally, prayerfully, and 
synodically. He invited members to face "a new and open future" that 
includes women in the full ministry of the church. He also suggested that if 
the move is theologically right, then it is also ecumenically right. 


To pass, the motion for women's ordination needed a two-thirds majority in 
each of the synod's three houses — bishops, clergy, and laity. Clergy proved 


the only stumbling block, missing the required majority by two votes. 


The issue of women's ordination will be back on the agenda of a special 


national Anglican synod in mid-198/7. Barring an unforeseen delay, the next 
two years will be a time for the opponents to come to terms with the 
inevitable. Melbourne Archbishop David Penman says the task of the special 


national synod will be to find a mechanism that will “allow dioceses to do 
what they think is right and still remain in fellowship with each other”. 


But strains on that fellowship are great. Strongest opposition to women's 
ordination at the synod came from the dioceses of Sydney (evangelical) and 
Adelaide (high church), the other two headed by archbishops. Sydney 
Archbishop Donald Robinson said approving female priests “must create schism 
within the church. It is not a matter of tolerable pluralism. It is quite 
different from things on which we have agreed to differ before.” 


As things stand now, the earliest date for the first ordination of a woman 
priest would be February 1988 - 200 years after the English priest Richard 


Johnson conducted the first Anglican service (3 February 1788) in Australia. 


EPS 


BAPTISM FOCUS OF UNITY Ecumenical Press 
AT ECUMENICAL GATHERING Service 85.09.54 


COLLEGEVILLE (Minnesota/US) (EPS/Willmar Thorkelson) - An all-encompassing 
eucharist cannot be celebrated at ecumenical gatherings because Christians of 
different denominations have not achieved sufficient unity. But another 
Sacrament - baptism - served as a unifier when more than 200 Christians 
concluded a four-day ecumenical conference here on "Christian Identity, 
Mission and Unity Today”. 

Conference participants were invited to file by a large basin of water “to 
experience the waters of baptism, remember our baptism covenant and recall our 
shared heritage”. As they did so, many of them dipped their fingers into the 
water and made the sign of the cross over themselves. Others filled their 
palms with water and poured it over their heads. 


They also joined in a prayer for reconciliation used in worship at the 1983 
assembly of the World Council of Churches. After each of five different 
barriers separating Christians was cited (race, wealth, religion, theology and 
age), the congregation prayed: “Reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross”. 


The baptismal rite was one of several unusual worship features of the 
conference, which also included liturgical dancers at the opening service who 
symbolically poured water for baptism, an Indian pipe ceremony on the shore of 
a lake, morning prayer in a cemetery, and worship led by a clown and mimes. 


The conference met to seek directions for the church in Minnesota, a state in 
the north central US, in light of a monumental "Faith and Ferment” study 
conducted by the Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research at St John's 
University, here. The five-year, 200,000-US-dollar study, found the church in 
Minnesota has both “extraordinary vitality and disturbing confusion”. 


Conference participants spent much of their time in small groups where they 
were asked to relate their personal experiences and beliefs, and not what they 
assume others believe. Groups were divided into three sections to consider 
Christian identity, the influence of society and culture on Christian 
identity, and the gospel and current church divisions. Each was asked to 
assess trends, needs, and strategies in connection with each topic. At a 
closing session, the 288 hours of group discussion were summarized. 


Carl Volz, professor at Luther Northeastern Seminary in St Paul, reported for 
the section that studied divisions. Among trends it cited were those towards 
diversity or pluralism in the churches, away from centrality or concern for 
theology, and towards greater democracy in the church, and concern for private 
conscience. "The church msut address the caricatures we still have about 
fellow Christians if it is to accomplish its mission”, it said. The section 
questioned whether tensions in the church are beneficial or harmful, citing 
quietism and activism, law and gospel, lay and clergy, grace and works, faith 
and doubt, justice and mercy, tolerance and intolerance. 


The section offered 18 recommendations or strategies towards unity or “mutual 
recognition of each other's churches and our united mission”. They include 
implementation of intercommunion as soon as possible; that clergy of both 
partners be involved in interdenominational marriages; that ecumenical forums 
be organized to talk about the 1982 World Council of Churches text on baptisn, 
eucharist, and ministry; that work be done on “the barrier of apostolic 
succession, its true meaning, its strength and weakness, and recognize the 
validity and efficacy of each other's sacraments.” 


EPS 


NEW CHURCH ANTI-RACISM GRANTS: Ecumenical Press 
US$ 396,000 GOES TO 37 GROUPS Service 85.09.55 


[THIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 1 OCTOBER 1985 AT NOON GMT. ] 


GENEVA (EPS) - Thirty-seven organizations and activist groups from five 
continents are to share 396,000 US dollars in grants this year from the World 
Council of Churches Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


The major part of the money goes to organizations working against the South 
African system of apartheid (race separation with white supremacy), or in 
support of independence for Namibia, the neighbouring territory which South 
Africa controls. This continues a pattern since the fund's first grants, in 
1970. Four southern African groups - South West Africa People's Organisation 
(SWAPO), African National Congress (ANC), Pan Africanist Congress of Azania 
(PAC) and the South African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) - share 225,000 
dollars this year. 


Money for the fund comes from designated constributions by WCC member 
denominations, local congregations, councils of churches, church agencies, 
anti-racism groups and governments. The grants were approved in July by the 
WCC executive committee, but public announcement was delayed until WCC members 
were notified. 


Including this year's grants, 6,506,500 US dollars have been distributed 
through the fund, an annual average of 406,656. Grants in the last three 
years were 489,500 (1982), 446,000 (1983), and 400,000. They are roughly 
equal to contributions to the fund each year. 


This year's 110,000 dollars to SWAPO is for legal aid, collection and 
dissemination of information, educational assistance and relief to dependants 
of Namibians killed, detained, or imprisoned in connection with the Namibian 
independence effort. The ANC has designated 1985 as the “year of the cadre”, 
during which it plans to organize and mobilize more people for its struggle. 
The grant of 77,000 from the fund is for work among refugees and “more 
effective publicity and information for mobilization of the people”. 


The grant of 33,000 to support PAC work in connection with publications, a 
multipurpose centre in Tanzania, self-reliance in food production, and 
accommodation for refugees from South Africa. The 5000 dollars for SACTU is 
for “increasing its organizational capacity for many challenges that confront 
the trade union movement in its support for the liberation struggle.” 


Grants for "groups of the racially oppressed" in other regions (EPS 85.09.66) 
include 42,000 dollars among nine groups in North America focusing on concerns 
of native peoples, and against racism; 32,000 among seven groups in FRG (West 
Germany), France, Netherlands, UK, and Yugoslavia working on issues of concern 
to immigrants and Romani (gypsy) peoples in Europe; 23,000 among three groups 
in Oceania (Western Desert Land Council, Australia; Support Committee for 
Kanak Development, New Caledonia; and Pacific Peoples Anti-Nuclear Action 
Committee, New Zealand); and, in Asia, 10,000 for the National Council of 
Minority People in Japan. Another 64,000 dollars goes to 13 “support groups” 
in 10 Western countries. 


Among criteria for the grants (EPS 85.09.65) are that the “purpose of the 
organizations not be in conflict with the general purposes of the WCC", and 
that money be for “humanitarian activities”. Grants are made “without control 
of the manner in which they are spent”. 


EPS 


Study shows US RCs rejecting some teachings, more loyal EPS 85.09.56 


CHICAGO (EPS) - A study of the attitudes of US Roman Catholics says that “on 


matters of birth control, divorce, and pre-marital sexuality ... there has 
been a drastic decline in [US] Catholic acceptance of the official teaching of 
the institutional church" in the past two decades, according to priest- 
sociologist Andrew Greeley, who compiled “American Catholics Since the [Second 
Vatican] Council - An Unauthorized Report”. On the other hand, he said US 
Roman Catholics still tend to support official church teachings against 
extramarital sex for married persons, abortion, and against homosexual 
activity. He also observed that the estimated 52 million US Roman Catholics 
had developed a “deepened and a more self-conscious loyalty" to their heritage 
"rooted in richer and warmer experiences, images, and stories of God" since 
the council. 


Zambian government leaders urge, warn church EPS 85.09.57 


LUSAKA (EPS) - Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda challenged church leaders to 


work towards a united church in Zambia. He was speaking at the 100th 
anniversary celebrations for the Evangelical Community for Apostolic Action in 
Mongu, in the west of the country. Meanwhile, opening a week-long women's 
revival conference for the Reformed Church of Zambia, in Livingston, a 
provincial assistant secretary for Zambia's ruling United National 
Independence Party, Chileshe Musaba, warned against church leaders who say 
they are preaching the Word of God while they attack government policies. He 
said some false prophets were abusing freedom of worship in the country. 


Tutu's son: detained EPS 85.09.58 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Trevor Tutu, son of Desmond Tutu, the Anglican bishop 
here and a leading opponent of South Africa's system of race separation with 
white supremacy (apartheid), was detained without trial at the end of last 
month. A Supreme Court judge here dismissed (3 September) an application for 
his release. The younger Tutu was arrested at a court in the black township 
of Soweto, near here. When an eight-year-old boy was summoned, part of a 
group of scores of schoolchildren in court for failing to attend classes, he 
said, "What a shame". Police charged him with trying to call an illegal 
demonstration at the court. 


Dutch church reps place ads in South Africa EPS 85.09.59 


UTRECHT (EPS) - The Council of Churches in the Netherlands, eight 


denominations (Reformed (GKN and NHK), Lutheran, Old Catholic, Mennonite, 
Remonstrant, Brethren, Quaker), and 14 church organizations and agencies 
(including some Roman Catholic) with South African ties, planned to place ads 
in South African newspapers at the end of last month offering support for “all 
who strive for justice, freedom, and human dignity” in South Africa, in 
opposition to the government's system of race separation with white supremacy 
(apartheid). The dominant white group in South Africa has Dutch origins. 


Dutch Reformed concerned about Lord's Supper attendance EPS 85.09.60 


THE HAGUE (EPS) - According to the new “Bulletin” of the Netherlands Reformed 
Church (NHK), “in a number of congregations ... hardly anyone ever partakes of 
the Lord's Supper ... because people feel too sinful and dare not receive. In 
such congregations, the Lord's Supper is not only avoided by ordinary members, 
but also by members of the church council, and in a few cases even by the 
minister.” The NHK synod has therefore sent a pastoral letter urging that at 
least ministers and parish council members receive the Lord's Supper, and 
noting that the “ultimate goal must be universal participation”. 
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ECUVIEW/Thomas Best: "What is a United Church?" EPS 85.09.61 


[Best is an executive secretary with the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from his 
introduction to Faith and Order Paper 127, “Called to Be One in Christ: United 
Churches and the Ecumenical Movement”. ] 


..-. It has its own particular theology, ministry, structures of authority and 
decision-making - in other words it is a “church”, a distinct confessional 
body. 


It has been formed from two or more confessional bodies which were previously 
separate entities - in other words, it is the product of a specific act of 
"union" among churches. 


It understands itself as something different from, and more than, the sum of 
its parts - in other words it is a “new creation", not merely the merging of 
elements from its parent traditions. 


It understands Christian unity, expressed structurally in some way as well as 
theologically, as a fundamental and pressing demand of the faith. 


It tends to have been formed within national boundaries, and often identifies 
itself in this way. 


It tends to have been formed from churches which were not dominant within 
their own cultures. 


It has often developed from churches of the Reformed tradition, churches which 
are less “liturgical” in worship and which have non-episcopal structures of 


governance. 


From this it follows that a “uniting church” is one in active union 


negotiations with another church or churches - seeking at least some elements 
of structural union, not only theological clarification or joint mission 
programming, etc. Sometimes the vision of the churches confounds those who 


like to systematize: the name "The Uniting Church in Australia", eight years 
now after union, witnesses that union is a continuing process and seeks to 
become yet more inclusive. And there are united churches whose name includes 
neither the word "united" nor “uniting” (such as the Church of South India). 


Naturally there are striking and important exceptions to the above seven 
“features” of united churches. The Evangelical Church of the Union exists 
both in the Federal Republic of Germany and in the German Democratic Republic 
(though here there is clearly a cultural bond across differing political 
systems); the Church of North India incorporates bishops from its Anglican 
and Methodist parent bodies; the Episcopal Church in America is active in the 
Consultation on Church Union there. 


And of course various features may be more or less prominent at a given point 
in the life of a united church. At the time of union, for example, the 
consciousness of unity as a demand of the gospel is very high; it may seem 
less important later on, as members become comfortable with “our” church and 
reluctant to enter “yet another" union. ... [Still,] they tend to think of 
themselves as "intentional": their church has claimed its own identity given 
from God through the Holy Spirit, they have given up the comfortable past to 
reach for something new, they have experienced the “dying in order to live" 
that is the mark of the Christian life ... of an individual or of a church. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Johannes Cardinal Willebrands: "Fcumenical Reflections" EPS 85.09.62 


[During a visit last May to World Council of Churches, Willebrands, president 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, participated in a a 
WCC radio interview. Here are excerpts. ] 


The purpose [of my visit] is a very simple one. After the election of the 
new general secretary [Emilio Castro], although I had known him from some 
meetings in the past, I felt ... the need to have a meeting with him just to 
know him better, and on my side to communicate with him things in the 
ecumenical field I am working on and thinking about which are my first 
concerns .... It is a very private visit in that sense, although we are two 
officials, so it is never completely private. 


I think it is not harder to be an ecumenist [now than it was 20 years ago], 
but the problems put before you are maybe more difficult. We have had, at 
least on the Roman Catholic side, during the Vatican Council, that official 
reception of the ecumenical movement .... Of course, it was a moment of great 
joy and it affected all the other Christian churches and especially also the 
World Council of Churches so that was a joyful and easy moment - easy in the 
result because [what led up to that result] took a lot of work and intense 
PFeparacron’ . .. 


Now 20 years later we have been engaged in many dialogues. We have been 
engaged in collaboration with other churches but especially also with the 
World Council of Churches, but if you see the history of the dialogues, the 
documents that came out from it, if you see the history of the collaboration 
of the World Council of Churches which has known its ups and downs, more 
intense and fruitful in some periods [than in others], then you can see that 
the problems today are perhaps more real, but are also more difficult .... 
The theological questions ... are deepened; they are more profound, and 
therefore not so easy to find a way out and to find a way in which they could 
lead to action, to deeds. And also in the field of [social] collaboration, 
you depend not only on ... the development of the work ... itself, but also 
you depend to a certain extent on the people on both sides doing it. And it 
seems to me that here, with the change of personnel, you have to cope with 
problems which you thought had been resolved with other people a long time 
ago. I am now thinking especially on our side - in the Vatican offices. 


In the future of the dialogue there will be questions which in the beginning 
of the dialogue were even still taboo, such as, for instance, to speak about 
the position in the church and in Christianity of the bishop c* Rome —- of the 
pope. Now, as a result of the dialogue, and in discussing the function of 
episcopacy in the church and of overseeing the episcopacy ... it is becoming a 
subject of theological discussion which is open and free among different 
schools of theology and different churches. ... 


In the field of practical collaboration, I think although we have to a large 
extent common opinions in problems like racism, like the great poverty and 
misery in the world, ... I think we could have been further in collaboration. 
... There should have been a growing collaboration, and only partially the 
change of personnel can explain [why this has not always been the case]. ... I 
think there is still some concern - false concern - for identity .... 
Identity is a word that you can take in a real sense as what is your 
fundamental belief, but also identity is covering a lot of sentiments of 
practice which do not belong essentially to your faith or the way in which you 
proclaim it. So I think there is also [here] some reason why collaboration 
does not grow as I in the beginning would have thought would be possible. 
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ECUVIEW/Pat Haldane-Stevenson: “Letter from Canberra" EPS 85.09.63 
[Haldane-Stevenson is EPS correspondent in Canberra. ] 


Last month 50 church and community leaders protested to the prime minister 
about proposed cuts in overseas aid. The day after the budget, they 
criticized Australian help to students from Malaysia, Hong Kong, and Singapore 
as being detrimental to those from really poor countries. 


Later, a 4/-page report from the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace 
called for closure of the US military base and two jointly-owned tracking 
stations in Australia, and supported New Zealand's ban on ships carrying 
nuclear weapons. 


The Anglican general synod's debate on women's ordination (EPS 85.09.53) got 
wide media coverage. In the wake of the narrow defeat of a national go-ahead, 
there was some talk of some dioceses acting unilaterally. 


Lately, we have had two reminders of a problem - a dark legacy from our past - 
to which church assembly debates can only point. The reminders are the 
current situation in South Africa, and the wrecking by Aborigines of a hotel 
in a West Australian country town, following the white landlord's alleged 
killing of a black youth. 


Do we have apartheid in Australia? Legally, no. The last colour bar was 
removed in 1967, by one of the very few referendums to which the nation has 
ever said yes. And yet, living in the no-man's-land between their own Stone 
Age culture, austere and uncorrupt, and that of white Australia, Aborigines 
are often denied the most important of all human rights - the right to be 
wanted. 


It is said that the Aborigines are given too much, but in fact they are given 
nothing, for all real giving is an exchange. For the subsidized income, the 
government handout to which they are all entitled, nothing is wanted in 
exchange; so that in our multicultural society we have one ethnic group - one 
percent of the population - that lives in squalor and may not survive, having 
no real incentive to do so. 


A health survey of one inland area where Aborigines live found that 15 percent 
of adults had active syphilis, 72 percent of children under five had one or 
both ear drums perforated and 24 percent were under-nourished. Hepatitis B 
was rife - and so on. It adds up to a hopelessness that is both cause and 
effect, in which the curse of drunkenness is giving way, among youngsters, to 
petrol sniffing. 


A major factor in this social disruption is the economic colonialism of the 
multinational mining companies that grab the black man's land and degrade his 
identity. Where it can, the federal government opposes them; but two of the 
States - most affected - take an illiberal stand on the land-rights issue. 


It is an issue on which the Aborigines are becoming increasingly bitter and 
their leaders increasingly vocal. There is a proposal backed by a senior 
government minister for a peace treaty - a Makarrata - fully setting out 
Aborigines' rights, and giving them a much more clearly defined status. 


Some Australian church leaders, groups, and meetings have addressed these 
issues, but there is much more to be said and done by the church and others 
with regard to this moral challenge to the nation. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: “World YMCA Resolution on Apartheid" EPS 85.09.64 


[This item was approved by the 9th World Council of YMCAs, which met in 
Denmark 28 July-5 August (EPS 85.08.38). It combined proposals from the 
national committee of Norwegian YMCAs and YWCAs, the Africa Alliance of YMCAs, 
and the Consultation of YMCAs in Developing Countries on Social Justice and 
Human Rights. Five delegates abstained, but all the rest of the approximately 
400 present, including the four from South Africa, voted in favor. ] 


We, the representatives of 82 national [YMCA] movements ... declare our 
obedience to the call of our Lord Jesus Christ: “That they may all be one" 
(John 17:21). 


Whereas, reaffirming the policy statement of the 5th World Council “that the 
practice of racism constitutes an insult to the inherent dignity of the human 
person, a violation of the will of God and, despite past resolutions, is a 
persisting threat to world peace and brotherhood"; and 


Whereas, we condemn the South African government's policy of separate 
development, the apartheid system, as a crime and a permanent violation of all 
human dignity and of the most elementary civil rights; and 


Whereas, a society whose legislation is built on racism and oppression is in 
its foundation a racist society and has placed itself in conflict with the 
will of God, a policy based on racism and racial discrimination must 
consequently be condemned by all those who belong to the universal Christian 
church. 


Therefore, the 9th World Council of YMCAs calls upon the government of South 
Africa (1) to abolish the system of apartheid; [and] (2) to initiate 
negotiations with representative black leaders immediately in order to achieve 
the expeditious repeal of the emergency regulations and to address the causes 
for the unrest. 


The World Council [YMCAs] expresses its strongest support for and solidarity 
with all people who are striving to change the system of apartheid as applied 
in South Africa and Namibia, and encourages the populations in South Africa 
and Namibia to continue striving for their rights and survival. 


Therefore, be it further resolved that the 9th World Council of YMCAs urges 
all national movements to intensify their work against all kinds of racism and 
especially to take on the responsibility: 


to make the apartheid system of South Africa a focus of their concern by 
prayer and by acquiring adequate insight and information, and by taking 
local initiatives which clearly show the incompatibility between racism 
and racial discrimination on the one hand and Christian faith and 
Christian witness on the other; 


to show, by practical solidarity action/programmes, that the victims of 
the apartheid system are our sisters and brothers; 


to urge their respective governments to put international pressure on the 
South African government to bring the racist policy of South Africa to an 


end. 
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ECUTEXT: "Criteria for the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism" EPS 85.09.65 


[The following principles are applied to grants by the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches from its Special Fund to Combat Racism (Erato) .09 5599," 00). 
They were first adopted in 1969 by the WCC central committee. ] 


A The purpose of the organizations must not be in conflict with the general 

purposes of the WCC and its units, and the grants are to be used for 

humanitarian activities (i.e. social, health and educational purposes, legal 
aid, etc.). 


ae The proceeds of the Fund shall be used to Support organizations that 
combat racism, rather than welfare organizations that alleviate the effects of 
racism and which would normally be eligible for Support from other units. ... 


a4 (a) The focus of the grants should be on raising the level of awareness 
and on strengthening the organizational capability of the racially-oppressed 
people. 


Je (b) ... We recognize the need to support organizations that align 
themselves with the victims of racial injustice. ... 


4. The grants are made without control of the manner in which they are 
Spent, and are intended as an expression of commitment by the PCR to the cause 
of economic, social and political justice, which these organizations promote. 


a5 (a) The situation in Southern Africa is recognized as a priority due to 
the overt and intensive nature of white racism and the increasing awareness on 
the part of the oppressed in their struggle for liberation. 


a (b) In the selection of other areas we have taken account of those places 
where the struggle is most intense and where a grant might make a substantial 
contribution to the process of liberation, particularly where racial groups 
are in imminent danger of being physically- or culturally-exterminated. 


ee (c) In considering applications from organizations in countries of white 
and affluent majorities, we have taken note only of those where political 
involvement precludes help from other sources. 


6. Grants should be made with due regard to where they can have the maximum 
effect: token grants should not be made unless there is a possibility of 
their eliciting a substantial response from other organizations. 


EPS 

ECUTEXT/ "1985 PCR Grants: Europe, N. America, Support Groups” EPS 85.09.66 
[Specifics of the 1985 grants from the Special Fund to Combat Racism of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches to “groups of the racially oppressed" 
in Africa, Asia, and Oceania are included in EPS 85.09.55. All figures in 
this item refer to US dollars. THIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 1 OCTOBER 1985 AT 
NOON GMT. ] 

GROUPS OF THE RACIALLY OPPRESSED —- EUROPE (32,000): 

FRG (West Germany): 5000 each to Interessengemeinschaft der mit Auslindern 
verheirateten deutschen Frauen e.V. - Verband bi-nationaler Familien und 


Partnerschaften (IAF), and the Central Council of German Sinti and Roma. 


(over ) 


per grants/2 - THIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 1 OCTOBER 1985 AT NOON GMT. 

France: 4000 to the Association des Travailleurs Haitiens Immigrés. 

France: 4000 to the Association des Travailleurs de Turquie. 

Netherlands: 5000 to the Coordination of Moroccan Workers in Europe. 

UK: 4000 to Southall Rights. | 

Yugoslavia: 5000 to Romani Union. 

GROUPS OF THE RACIALLY OPPRESSED - NORTH AMERICA (42,000): 

Canada: 5000 to the Innu National Council. 

Canada: 5000 to the Kaska Dene Council. 

Canada: 5000 to the Lubicon Lake Indian Band. 

US: 7000 to the Greensboro Justice Fund. 

US: 5000 each to the Asian-Pacific American Legal Centre of Southern 
California, Hou Hawaiians, and Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Los 
Angeles. 

US: 2500 é3 the Coalition for the Homeless, Hawaii. 

US: 2500 to the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. 

SUPPORT GROUPS (64,000): 

Australia: 3000 to the Australian Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

Belgium: 2500 to Social Services for Foreigners. 

Canada: 4000 to Black Theater Canada. 


FRG (West Germany): 3000 to Information Center on Southern Africa (ISSA) and 
Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAB). 


France: 3000 to the Mouvement Anti-Apartheid de France. 
Ireland: 3000 to the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

Japan: 3000 to the Japan Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

New Zealand: 4000 to HART: Aotearoa Anti-Apartheid Movement 
UK: 3000 to the Namibia Communication Center. 

UK: 3000 to the Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

US: 25,000 to the Free South Africa Movement. 

US: 5000 to Africa News Service. 

US: 2500 to National Namibia Concerns. 
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EPS deadline: Unless otherwise noted, every Tuesday at 07h00 GMT. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service): Samples and subscription information about 
this news and features service of Africa Church Information Service are 
available from ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The current (no. 19) issue of the WCC publication Women in a Changing World 
includes articles on the UN women's decade; justice, peace, and the integrity 
of creation; women, religion, and social change; “rules for consumers”; 
refugee women and girls; “prostitution: Thai-European connection"; Asian women 
in Britain; women's “special health needs"; and migrant women. A copy is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/Women, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Three new Faith and Order papers are available. A copy of any or all is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20: 


Confessing Our Faith Around the World - IV. South America (no. 126) 
includes contemporary statements of faith from Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay. Edited by 
Hans-Georg Link, it has an introduction by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 4.25 US dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


Called To Be One in Christ: United Churches and the Ecumenical Movement 
(no. 127) is edited by Michael Kinnamon and Thomas F. Best, and includes 
several case studies from around the world. It costs 9.50 Swiss francs, 
4.75 US’ dollars, “or 3.25 UR’ pounds: 


Apostolic Faith Today: A Handbook for Study (no. 124) is a collection of 
statements of faith from the ancient church, the 16th and 1/th centuries, 
major Faith and Order meetings, assemblies of the World Council of 
Churches, and other 20th-century sources. Edited by Hans-Georg Link, it 
costs 25 Swiss Francs, 11.50 US dollars, or 7.95 UK pounds. 


The World Evangelical Fellowship is sponsoring an International Christian 
Media Conference, 13-17 October 1986. More information is available from Box 
220, NL 3970 AE Driebergen, Netherlands. 


The 1984 WCC compilation of statistics about the value of material aid 
shipments by 22 church agencies is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. The total in US dollars is 98.99 
million, compared with about 76 million in 1983, an increase attributed mostly 
to response to the Africa drought situation. Besides the WCC, statisics cover 
church aid agencies in Australia, Canada (2), Denmark, Finland, FRG (3), GDR, 
Iceland, Norway, Sweden (2), Switzerland (2), UK, US (4), and the Lutheran 
World Federation. The categories are clothing and footwear; agricultural 
equipment, tools, and seeds; administration and industry; medicines and 
medical equipment; food; shelters, blankets, building; transport and wehicles; 
and miscellaneous. 


BOESAK OUT ON BAIL; Ecumenical Press 
KIDNAPPERS FREE WEIR Service 85.09.67 


GENEVA (EPS) - Allan Boesak, president of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, who was arrested by the South African government 27 August, 
was charged with subversion and conditionally released on bail 20 September, 
pending trial. 


The news followed on the heels of an announcement (18 September) that US 
Presbyterian minister Benjamin Weir, held hostage in Lebanon since being 
kidnapped 8 May 1984, had been released the previous weekend. 


Boesak's lawyer, Essa Moosa, reportedly said the anti-apartheid leader, who 
had been in solitary confinement, was released on bail of 20,000 South African 
rand on condition he not address the press or public meetings. He must remain 
at home from 9 at night till 6 in the morning, and is not to leave the area 
immediately surrounding where he lives in Cape Town. He is due in court again 
6 November. 


Boesak, 39, classified as "coloured" (mixed race) by the South African 
government, is a founder of the United Democratic Front (UDF), a coalition of 
organizations non-violently opposed to the South African system of race 
separation with white supremacy (apartheid). Most other UDF leaders are in 
jail, hiding, or on bail facing treason charges. Boesak was arrested (EPS 
85.09.01) the day before he was to have led a march to the Cape Town jail, 
where black leader Nelson Mandela is being held. 


Weir, 61, held hostage along with six other Americans, was released with a 
message for the US government that the others would be killed unless it agrees 
to press Kuwait to release 17 Muslim radicals convicted there of December 1983 
bombings aimed at the US and French embassies. Announcement of Weir's release 
was delayed, US President Ronald Reagan said, in the hope the others, 
including Roman Catholic priest Lawrence Jenco, might be freed also. 


Weir, in Lebanon for three decades, told reporters he was treated with respect 
by his captors. Describing his kidnap, he said he was grabbed by gunmen, hit 
on the head, and pushed into a car. "On the floor of the car ... I said I 
feel I'm in the hands of God and so I turned it over to him", he recalled. 


EPS 


NORDIC PRESIDING BISHOPS ISSUE Ecumenical Press 
JOINT STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICA Service 85.09.68 


OSLO (EPS) - The presiding bishops of the Lutheran state or folk churches in 
the five Nordic countries this month issued a joint call for their governments 
to jointly agree "as soon as possible” to “terminate all economic cooperation 
with South Africa within a short time.” 


The bishops say “the situation in South Africa and Namibia has now become so 
acute that immediate action is required by all those in a position to exert 
influence. The number of apartheid victims increases daily, while 
possibilities for a peaceful settlement decrease alarmingly”, they add. 


The statement was signed by Ole Bertelsen (bishop of Copenhagen, Denmark), 
Petur Sigurgeirsson (bishop of Reykjavik, Iceland), John Vikstrém (archbishop 
of Turku, Finland), Bertil Werkstrém (archbishop of Uppsala, Sweden), and 
Andreas Aarflot (bishop of Oslo, Norway). 


EPS 


TANZANIAN PRESIDENT PROMISES NOT TO Ecumenical Press 
TAKE OVER CHURCH SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS Service 85.09.69 


DODOMA (Tanzania) (EPS/James Mussika) - Tanzanian President Julius K. Nyerere 
assured church leaders attending the general meeting of the Christian Council 
of Tanzania, here, that the government would not nationalize church schools 
and hospitals built from now on. 


The president said nationalizations in 1971 had been essential to remove 
glaring differences which arose some parts of the population were being denied 
services in those schools and hospitals. But now, he ,said, such differences 
have been eliminated, and every citizen can be admitted to any school or 
hospital in the country. For that reason, he suggested, there is no further 
need for nationalizations. 


Nyerere also appealed for church help in government efforts to build technical 
schools. According to government policy, he said, each district in the 
country is to have a technical training school by 2000, and another effort 
will be made to build double the number of universities in the country. 
Currently, there are two, Dar es Salaam and Sokoine. 


After his address, Nyerere inspected the new, 22-million-Tanzanian-shilling 
CCT headquarters here. CCT staff are shifting this year to Dodoma from Dar es 
Salaam. 


The meeting elected Lutheran Mkuu (Presiding Bishop) Sebastian Kolowa CCT 
chairman. Anglican Archbishop John Ramadhan was elected first vice-chairman 
and Moravian Bishop Stephen Mwakasyuka, second vice-chairman. Kolowa succeeds 
the late Anglican Bishop John Sepeku. 


EPS 


ITALIAN WALDENSIAN/METHODIST Ecumenical Press 
SYNOD QUESTIONS BEM, STATE AID Service 85.09.70 


TORRE PELLICE (Italy) (EPS) - The synod of Italian Waldensians and Methodists 
(25-30 August) approved a reaction to the 1982 World Council of Churches text 
on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). Referring to BEM's value as a 
"stimulus" for theological reflection, it is generally critical, rejecting 
what a report on the synod calls BEM's “sacramental and clerical ... thinking”. 


Synod participants also looked at Italian church-state relations, especially 
in the context of recent changes which mean Roman Catholicism is no longer 
Italy's official religion. The synod referred to local church communities the 
question of whether Waldensians and Methodists should accept forms of state 
aid, which, effective from 1990, would reportedly give Roman Catholicism 
annual revenues of 300-500 million US dollars. Some stressed the value of 
such aid for charitable institutions open to the entire population, which now 
depend on church aid from outside Italy. But others warned about church-state 
entanglement. 


The synod sent telegrams “of encouragement and fellowship" to the wife and 
colleagues of then jailed church (and anti-apartheid) leader Allan Boesak (EPS 
85.09% 67). A protest to South African President P.W. Botha described 
apartheid (the country's system of race separation with white supremacy) as 
sinful. The synod also expressed solidarity with the independence struggle of 
the Kanaks (native people) in the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia, 
and with Jewish vicitms of a recent terrorist attack in Milan. 


EPS 


FIJI MARKS 150 YEARS Ecumenical Press 
OF CHRISTIANITY THERE Service 85.09.71 


SUVA, (Fiji), (EPS) - A week-long series of events here last month climaxed 
the celebration of 150 years of Christianity in this Pacific nation of islands. 


An estimated 40,000 people marched through the streets to the city park. 
There two groups of young people arrived with torches which runners had 
carried during the previous weeks through towns and villages of the islands. 
Then, in the presence of local and overseas church leaders, a “celebration 
torch", to burn for the week, was lit by Methodist President Paula Niukula. 


Another event was an anniversary dinner, attended by the prime minister. The 
Sydney-based Methodist World Evangelism Centre reported that “over 5,000 
people sat down at food-laden tables, invitations having gone out to 
diplomats, political and church leaders, and shoe-shine boys from the streets.” 


Among other anniversary events was a day of prayer and fasting, begun with a 
foot-washing ceremony, and concluded with a celebration of the Lord's Supper 
attended by thousands. There were also special evangelism and stewardship 
efforts. Many of the week's events were broadcast on national radio. 


According to the “World Christian Encyclopedia", about half the nearly 650,000 
Fijians are Christians, about two-fifths are Hindus, and most of the remaining 
tenth are Muslims. About half the Christians are Methodists; most of the rest 
are Roman Catholics or Pentecostals (Assemblies of God). 
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ECUMENICAL PROGRAM APPEALS ON Ecumenical Press 
TORTURE AND CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Service 85.09.72 


GENEVA (EPS) - Separate letters from the Churches' Human Rights Program for 
the Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act are appealing to the church in 
North America and Europe to support efforts to abolish torture, and end the 
death penalty. 


One letter urges church appeals to national governments to ratify without 
reservations the 1984 UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
and Degrading Treatment. So far, 17 states on the two continents have signed 
the convention; none has ratified it. 


The letter on capital punishment notes that several states on the _ two 
continents allow the death penalty, but that “the situation in the United 
States is particularly grave in that over 1500 sentenced men and women are 
presently on ‘death row'. At least two-thirds of them are black, and most of 
them come from poor and powerless social sectors.” It urges support for 
abolition efforts by the [US] National Council of Churches. 


The letter also suggests the church in other countries “may ... wish to have a 
fresh look at the situation also within your own country.” According to 
information from the program, 12 countries have no death penalty for any 
crime, while nine retain it only for high treason or crimes committed in 
war-time. The penalty exists in 14 other countries, “although in practice 
some of them have not carried out any executions in recent years." 


Besides the NCC, the program is co-sponsored by the Canadian Council of 
Churches and the Conference of European Churches. 


EPS 


CANADIAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
FAULT IMMIGRATION PLANS Service 85.09.73 


OTTAWA (EPS) - Representatives of six Canadian denominations have questioned 
“the ethics of using people aS a means to an end, as in choosing some 
immigrants to support economic growth”. 


Commenting on proposed 1986 immigration levels, at the request of Flora 
MacDonald, Canadian government minister of employment and immigration, the 
church representatives say in a letter that “most of the immigration increase 
in 1986 and in subsequent years should be for refugees, humanitarian cases, 
and family reunifications." 


They also suggest that current Canadian classifications - “social (family 
members), humanitarian (refugees), and economic (business immigrants and 
selected workers)" - may stigmatize some people and mislead public opinion. 


"Studies by your department and by other researchers show that all immigrants 
bring benefits to Canada, including creating more jobs than they take", they 
add. 


The letter is signed by Clarke Raymond, executive director of program, 
Anglican Church of Canada; William F. Ryan and Denis Robitaille, co-general 
secretaries, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops; Arive Van Eek, general 
secretary, Council of Christian Reformed Churches; C.M. Costerus, general 
secretary, world mission board, Presbyterian Church in Canada; Philip Cline, 
general council secretary, United Church of Canada; and Daniel Zehr, executive 
director, Mennonite Central Committee. 


EPS 


STUDY OF INTERFAITH THEOLOGICAL Ecumenical Press 
DISCOVERIES GETTING UNDER WAY Service 85.09.74 


LES AVANTS (Switzerland) (EPS) - What do Christians have to learn from other 
religions? A multi-year study under the auspices of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches is trying to find out. 


Aspects of "A Study of Theological Discoveries in Interfaith Dialogue” were 
proposed and considered at a workshop here (2-6 September) sponsored by the 
WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. 


The workshop made proposals for a study guide for the project, expected to be 
ready early next year, to cover areas such as creation, salvation, Christology 
(understandings of Christ), and ethics. 


At least 50 groups of various kinds (parish, academic, ecumenical, etc.) 
around the world are to spend at least six months reflecting on the issues. 
Their findings, plus those of additional interested individuals or ad hoc 
groups, and a projected world meeting of systematic theologians and 
specialists in interfaith questions, are to be considered by an international, 
ecumenical consultation in 1989. 


Allan Brockway, WCC program secretary for Christian-Jewish relations, and a 
workshop participant, said that in some respects, the idea of Christians 
learning from other religions is not new. From the beginning, he observed, 
Christianity has interacted with other religions, sometimes incorporating, 
adapting, or reinterpreting their insights or practices. 


EPS 


POPE, US LUTHERAN BISHOP CRUMLEY IN Ecumenical Press 
"UNPRECEDENTED' EXCHANGE OF LETTERS Service 85.09.75 


[THIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 27 SEPTEMBER 1985 AT 16HOO GMT] 


ROME/NEW YORK/GENEVA (EPS) - Pope John Paul and Lutheran Church in America 
Bishop James Crumley have exchanged letters praising the theological consensus 
growing out of two decades of ecumenical dialogue, and pledging to actively 
seek still closer relationships between Lutherans and Roman Catholics. 


A report from the LCA in New York says it is “the first time ... the pope and 
the head of a Protestant church body had ever formally exhcanged such direct 
comments on relations between their two churches." It adds that while neither 
the bishop nor the pope personally endorse all the dialogue recommendations, 
“the warm tone of the letters is seen as one of the most substantial responses 
ever issued on the talks by high-ranking church leaders.” 


Crumley told the pope that theological and practical cooperation in recent 
years shows “Lutherans and Roman Catholics have a particular relationship, not 
only determined by specific historic occurrences, but by an ever-increasing 
understanding on many matters relating to the church, the sacraments, and 
ministry.” John Paul told Crumley "many Catholic bishops from your country 
have spoken to me of that process. I am happy that the dialogue continues.” 


The day before the letters were released, several LCA synod (regional) bishops 
were scheduled to have a private audience with the pope during a four-day 
Vatican visit. In addition, the bishops spent time in Geneva for discussions 
at the Lutheran World Federation and World Council of Churches; in Istanbul, 
where the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate is based; and in England 
with Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie and other Anglican representatives. 


The letters acknowledge continuing differences and difficulties between the 
two traditions, but both urge increased efforts to, in Crumley's words, 
“manifest the unity given to us in Christ". The pope suggests “the dawn of 
the third millennium" should be "the beginning of a special time for seeking 
full unity in Christ." The LCA report says that “though both letters are 
cautiously drafted to avoid glossing over remaining differences ..., the 
exchange signifies that a unique relationship can exist between the spiritual 
heirs of Martin Luther and the church he tried to reform.” 


Crumley encouraged the pope to “endorse” the results of two decades of US 
Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological dialogue, and to “encourage” its reception 
by US Roman Catholics. In Geneva, Eugene Brand, the LWF secretary for 
ecumenical relationships, observed that though the pope "does not respond 
directly, nor are any commitments made”, he does “commend [the] efforts that 
have been made", and affirm continuing the dialogue and "collaboration in 
prayer and good works". Crumley is to preside at a joint "service of the 
word" in Washington (14 November) involving Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
bishops, at which Youngstown Roman Cathoic Bishop James Malone, president of 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, is to preach. 


Also in Geneva, LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett described the exchange 
as “another mark on our continuing path to unity”. He called the pope's 
letter "encouragement also to what we are doing internationally." He said he 
wishes "other Lutheran church leaders would join Bishop Crumley in his 
intention to involve all pastors and members of local parishes in response to 
the results of the dialogues.” 


EPS 


REBAPTISM CONTROVERSIES Ecumenical Press 


BUBBLE IN AUSTRALIA, GDR Service 85.09.76 
GENEVA (EPS) - Differences of opinion over the baptism of adults already 
baptised as infants have surfaced in at least two countries - Australia and 


the [East] German Democratic Republic - in recent months. 


The church weekly "Glaube und Heimat" recently described as “fierce” tension 
between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia (southwestern GDR) and 
Baptist congregations there which insist on rebaptizing Lutherans who wish to 
join them. And in Australia, in the wake of an affirmation by the Uniting 
Church assembly that baptism is for both adults and children, and that it is 
not to be repeated, one UC minister has resigned and another has rebaptised an 
18-year-old against the advice of his presbytery. 


The UC assembly also voted last May that UC ministers must practice and teach 
the views on baptism it affirmed. However, as the UC bi-weekly “Church and 
Nation" observed, “many in the church ... either do not accept that baptism of 
infants is a ‘'real' baptism, or do not regard a baptismal ritual in later 
years as a rejection of the earlier statement”. 


The issue in Australia generally involves a reaffirmation of faith of those 
who may have been alienated from the church in their youth or who feel their 
infant baptism does not adequately express their personal repentance and 
acceptance of grace. 


"It is a cop-out to send such people to another denomination", said John 
Blacker, quoted in the bi-weekly. A leading member of a _ nation-wide 
fellowship for charismatic renewal, he resigned as a UC minister in June, 
because, he said, he would not be able to turn away people who came to him for 
rebaptism. But, he added, for a UC minister to act contrary to the assembly 
position would be anarchic, and "I am convinced that anarchy is not God's way”. 


However, Evan Stenlake, a parish minister in Brisbane, said he could not “let 
the church down by disappearing from the scene". He defied the assembly 
position by rebaptising a young man in the swimming pool of a private home. 
"Church and Nation" quoted him as saying that though he accepts infant 
baptism, "this man could see that his infant baptism had meaning only for his 
parents and the church. ... He requested a ministry of grace and I felt this 
[the re-baptism] was ... appropriate”. 


The chairman of his presbytery had told him the rebaptism would be “most 
undesirable". Stenlake has reportedly written a long letter of explanation; 
the presbytery's reaction in what “Church and Nation" describes as a "test of 
strength” is awaited. 


In the GDR, longstanding theological and practical disagreements about baptism 
have been discussed in recent years in official ecumenical dialogues. One 
result of such dialogue is Lutheran agreement that strong condemnations in the 
16th-century statements of the Lutheran theological position of those who 
rebaptize do not apply to 20th-century Baptist congregations. 


The GDR Evangelical Alliance includes Christians from both traditions. In 
July, it called for “brotherly dialogue between the church leaders from both 
sides" in cases of membership changes. “Glaube und Heimat" suggested earlier 
this year that it would be difficult for Lutherans to remain alliance members 
if baptism of infants were not accepted as valid by other alliance members. 


EPS 


No action on controversial Finnish theologian EPS 85.09.77 
HELSINKI (EPS) - In response to a formal complaint about the views of Finnish 
New Testament professor Heikki Rdisdnen (EPS 85.03.01), who teaches at the 
university here, the chapter of the Lutheran diocese here voted that no action 
is necessary beyond what Bishop Samuel Lehtonen has taken regarding the 
alleged heresy. Lehtonen told Rd&disdnen that “entering and remaining in the 
ministry presupposed that one adhere to the confession of the church", and 
asked that he not make doctrinal statements likely to cause unnecessary 
confusion in people's minds. In a statement to the chapter, Rdisdnen said he 
hopes the “tension” about his views can be “seen as a sign of life". "News 
from the Church of Finland” reported (12 September) the professor has made no 
public comment on the chapter's decision. 


Church issues information for returning Finns EPS185.09.78 
HELSINKI (EPS) - The foreign affairs centre of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church 


of Finland has issued a booklet aimed at Finns returning after years of living 
overseas, most in Sweden. In particular, returning children are said to have 
difficulties because of their inadequate knowledge of Finnish, and the 
unaccustomed surroundings. 


Ugandan church leader asked to mediate EPS 85.09.79 
KAMPALA (EPS) — Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, 


reports he has been asked by the country's new military government to serve as 
a peacemaker in talks between it and the opposition National Resistance Army. 


US Anglicans choose new leader EPS 85.09.80 
ANAHEIM (California/US) (EPS) - The general convention of the US-based 


[Anglican] Episcopal Church, here for its every-three-year meeting, this month 
chose Edmond Lee Browning, bishop since 1976 of the Episcopal diocese in 
Hawaii, as the denomination's new presiding bishop, a post with a 12-year 
term. He succeeds the retiring John Allin. In comments after his election, 
according to a report from New York-based Religious News Service, Browning 
“made it clear that he disagreed with the church's official opposition to the 
ordination of practising homosexuals, and also with Bishop Allin's proposal in 
a farewell address here that divorced clergy who remarry should leave their 
parishes.” Browning has extensive international experience. 


International Anglican-RC dialogue continues EPS:85.09.81 
NEW YORK (EPS) - The third annual meeting of the second Anglican-Roman 


Catholic International Commission  (ARCIC-II) concluded near _ here (4 
September). A report from the group said it expects to release an “agreed 
statement” on salvation and the church next year. On that subject, the report 
adds, the “commission is convinced that it has now established a framework for 
Substantial agreement”. Also on the group's agenda was "growth in 
reconciliation, including consideration of the difficulties that arise in 
relation to reconciliation of ministries. In that context, there was joint 
reflection on the question of ordination of women to the priesthood in some 
parts of the Anglican communion.” 


Africa-wide church assembly postponed till 1987 EPS 85.09.82 
NAIROBI (EPS) - The next general assembly of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, based here, has been postponed from next August, in Lomé, Togo. An 
AAC church leaders' summit on human-rights violations, scheduled for Dakar, 
Senegal next month, has been delayed to February in Cairo. AACC General 
Secretary Maxime Rafransoa said the postponements are to give ample time for 
AACC members —- 117 denominations and 19 ecumenical councils - to raise funds 
for the assembly and to complete the AACC headquarters building. The latter 
is estimated to require more than 500,000 US dollars. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tosh Arai: "'Churchless Christians' in Japan” EPS 85.09.83 


f[Arai, a minister of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), is 
secretary for lay and study centres at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item is copyright The Audenshaw Foundation, but it may be 
freely reprinted with acknowledgement. ] 


...The Mukyokai ["“churchless Christians"] have been misunderstood as an 
anti-church group because of their criticism of church institutions; and often 
Mukyokai members themselves tend to think that the churches are full of excess 
baggage and nonsense. However, lately there has been more cooperation between 
church and non-church Christians in Japan. Mukyokai people have been using 
Bible Society Bibles and United Church hymnals. ... Many first-rate Biblical 
scholars (often they teach Western classics at our national universities) are 
members of Mukyokai. Even at the World Council of Churches we have had 
Mukyokai members in the Faith and Order and Christian Medical Commissions. 


The Mukyokai movement is also often misunderstood as an anti-missionary 
movement, because its founder was confronted with a Methodist missionary long 
before he started the Mukyokai movement and established the first independent 
congregation in Sapporo. He often criticized what was wrong with the 
missionaries and the churches' dependency on foreign missions, but emphasis 
was rather on self-support and the indigenisation of Christianity in Japan. 


For many years, the support of Dr Albert Schweitzer's work was promoted in 
Japan by Mukyokai members. Today ... Mukyokai doctors are promoting primary 
health care programmes with other Asian Christian doctors, and also with 
traditional village doctors in villages in south-east Asia. 


I am presenting here the Mukyokai movement as an example of an indigenous lay 
movement in Japan; but I am also suggesting that Mukyokai is a miniature, as 
it were, of Japanese Protestant Christianity. In the development of the 
Mukyokai polity there is a hidden answer to the question why all Japanese 
churches are small and compact. 


Both the Mukyokai and church Christians in Japan are twin babies of New 
England puritanisn. After I had discovered that 19th-century American 
Protestantism was the prototype for Japanese Protestant institutions, 1 spent 
two years in New England comparing the two. To my surprise, the Mukyokai 
Christians, who have claimed to be the most nationalistic and indigenous 
Japanese Protestants, can be shown to have deep roots in American Christianity. 


The distinctive spirit of American Christianity over the last 200 years has 
been one of independence and self-support. 1 checked through the records of 
missionary conferences in Japan during the 1880s, and I found a_ strong 
emphasis on establishing “self-supporting churches”. The long Bible-centred 
sermons, the simple, anti-liturgical services, the attacks on church 
symbolism, and the teetotal moralism were all there. We even adopted a style 
of church buildings at the time when American churches were at their ugliest! 
In fact, New England church buildings were called “meeting houses", and the 
Mukyokai people translated this into Japanese, Kogisho. 


... L am not criticizing these contributions of strict 19th century American 
Protestantism to Japanese Christian life. However, they do explain both the 
unique contribution of the Mukyokai movement to Japanese society, and also 
offer some important reasons for the slow growth of Japanese Protestant 
churches. It is now about time for both churches and “non-churches” in Japan 
to cast off these bonds from past American puritanism. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Confessing the Faith in South America” EPS 85.09.84 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from his introduction to the fourth in the WCC series, 
"Confessing our faith around the world."] 


--. This collection is obviously a very mixed one. We find here official 
pronouncements from church bodies and individual aspiration, prayers, and 
confessions of faith. It is precisely this pluralistic character of the 
collection which illustrates the reality of Latin American theological 
reflection. Common people express their convictions and expectations in song 
and prayer. Groups of Christians gathered together in basic ecclesial 
communities have taken the opportunity provided by national and regional 
encounters to produce documents where they express their Christian conviction 
in vital spiritual struggle with their historical situation. 


Many people are talking today about “theology of liberation” as one 
fundamental contribution of Latin America to the world's theological debate. 
Could all these papers be called theology of liberation? That remains for 
the reader to decide! What is clear is that what unites all these documents 
is not so much a particular school of thought but a contextual situation and a 
passionate search for roots in the Bible for ... total liberation. 


The documents presuppose that the gospel is an invasion of God's love into 
human history, addressing itself to the totality of the human condition. 
This theological richness in Latin America responds to the need of the people 
to articulate a new awareness of their participation in the re-evangelization 
of society, and of the need felt by all churches to review and to redefine 
their missionary commitment in today's situation. 


We would like to highlight the ecumenical character of almost every one of 
these documents. They have their origin in Protestant or Catholic churches 
but in almost every case could be used in either tradition because they 
reflect a clear common ecumenical conviction. 


A doctrinal analysis would reveal the importance of a trinitarian faith in 
these attempts to relate the whole of history to God's purpose. At the same 
time, the christology develops in the model of the incarnation: Jesus assumes 
in history the sufferings, expectations and hopes of the people, and invites 
all Christians to follow the same model of identification with the 
marginalized and oppressed of society, and from the perspective of the poor to 
address critical, challenging and demanding voices to all structures of 
society and to all sectors of the Latin American population. It should also 
be underlined that they are rooted in concrete reality. ... 


In the recent debate about "theology of liberation", three fears have been 
expressed: the potential surrender to a marxist model of society; the 
possibility of reducing the faith and the gospel to a horizontal dimension of 
political change, and finally the possibility that this line of thought could 
signify a refusal to recognize the structures of the church and especially 
those who bear authority in the Christian community. Let the reader discern 
whether these dangers are real! All these documents indicate a profound 
personal devotion, the will to centre life in liturgical celebration, the 
search for spiritual roots and theological articulation in the reading of the 
Bible, and also attempts to provide an ecclesial response to the total human 
Situation. What is clear is that to do theology in Latin American situations 
implies assuming risks, addressing the message of the gospel to very concrete 
human and historical realities. ... 
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ECUVIEW/Paul Crow: “Church Unity and Renewal of Human Community" EPS 85.09.85 


[Crow, ecumenical officer for the US-based Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), belongs to the Commission on Faith and Order of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from a presentation to last 
month's plenary CFO meeting. A consultation in connection with the CFO study 
met at the end of this month in Prague. Its theme was “Visible Unity and the 
Community of Women and Men." Another consultation, "Visible Unity and the 
Interaction of Ideologies, Social Systems, and Cultures with Issues of Justice 
and Peace,” is projected for June. ] 


[After noting the importance of the study method, which takes account of the 
“diverse situations from which God's people bring their yearnings, their life 
situations, and their theological reflections," Crow continues;:] The study on 
Unity and Renewal is pursued in the midst of several landmines. ... 


The first ... is the temptation to see the search for church unity as an 
exercise in narcissistic ecclesiology which sees the church as a 
self-celebrating end in itself rather than self-giving (kenosis); or, in the 
opposite way, the study can self-destruct by the exaltation of a secular 
ecumenism which has little if any place for the church as a community of faith. 


The second ... is the temptation to interpret the unity of the church and 
renewal of human community as political alternatives. ... [CFO Moderator] John 
Deschner identified this polarization as the [WCC's] fundamental problem ... 
(and I would add [that] of the churches). There are those enthusiasts for 
church unity who believe the issues of the renewal of human community are 
secondary, if not diversionary. So also, a goodly number of zealots of human 
community judge church unity to be secondary if not diversionary. 


This scenario could become worse, even tragic, if church unity isolated from 
renewal becomes the Maginot line for Orthodox, Roman Catholics and western 
mainline Protestants, and if the renewal of human community isolated from 
church unity becomes the ... preoccupation of third world [Christians] .... 


A third landmine is that we shall engage in the Unity and Renewal study as if 
it were only a study. God's promise of unity cannot be fulfilled only by 
discourse and theological reflection. Unity and Renewal will require an 
incarnate ecumenism which is the product of obedience. 


Three realities ... give particular significance to this ... study: 


(1) ... [It] brings new perspectives on the nature of disunity and unity in 
the church. Customarily, unity and disunity are defined by our confessional 
histories which focus on divergent views of baptism, eucharist, ministry, and 
apostolic faith. These - we have assumed - are the sources of our division 
and the promises of our unity. ... [The study] calls us to confess the church 
is divided, theologically and emotionally, by divisions within the human 
community, viz., poverty, racism, sexism, conflicting ideologies and cultures. 
... These are not merely social issues, but new church-dividing issues. ... 


£2) The inseparable relation between church unity and the renewal of human 
community has led us to claim the church as a sign. It is a sign of the 
Kingdom, a sign of the renewal of human community. ... 


(3) This study contributes directly to our grasp of the goal of conciliar 
fellowship. Unity and Renewal is not merely about the context of our search 


for visible unity; it is about the content and nature of that unity. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: "Lebanon Now” EPS 85.09.86 


[Rubeiz is Middle East Secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item is from an 18 September “situation report" he prepared, 
The reference to MECC is to the Beirut—based Middle East Council of Churches. 
Also available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20, is a copy of an MECC January-June progress report on relief, 
rehabilitation, and reconstruction work in Lebanon, ] 


Lebanon remains divided ideologically, geographically and in loyalty of its 


residents to the various forces of occupation. The Israelis have not left 
the south. The Syrians have not found a way to control the combating 
militias. The civilians, who suffer most, cannot express their will for 


peace due to absence of authority. The cabinet of ministers do not meet, the 
army is controlled by militias and the president has lost much of his previous 
Status as a national leader. Beirut east-west exits are often closed due to 
shelling, kidnapping and explosions in crowded quarters, 


The economy may collapse any time due to lack of employment and decrease in 
government income. The banking sector is threatened seriously. More than 
half the population has been displaced in all directions of the country, but 
in recent months the Christian communities of the south and the Palestinian 
camps of Beirut have become ghettos surrounded by hostile militias. 


Apparently we are back to square one in the power negotiation process. The 
Same demands are made today by the militia leaders that were made eleven years 
ago. The essential problem is lack of trust in the other side of the 


community with whom there is conflict and inability to assume responsibility 
for the suffering. 


Looking from a positive side one has to admire the tenacity of the civilian 
people who continue to work, to pray, to trust, to hope and to smile. Loris 
phenomenal that so much law and order still exists; so much sharing and good 
will remain to hold society together. The reservoir of past experience of 
co-existence and brotherhood among the communities in conflict cannot be 
erased easily by the forces of death. Life is stronger than death. If only 
the militia leaders could realize that the security their people are looking 
for is in building of confidence in others rather than in sandbags and 
gunpowder. 


MECC remains one of the few international aid agencies operating in the 
country and reaching the various communities. Emergency and relief work 
remain essential, but rehabilitation and reconstruction woes. Gu as 
Opportunities permit. Procedures for better screening of projects are being 
worked out. Agricultural programmes have been revised to give more attention 
to the northern areas. Services to Palestinians continue. 


-rogrammes of income-producing activities and temporary housing in 
institutions to displaced groups are expanding. The speed in implementation 
of projects matches the cash-flow despite poor conditions of security. Staff 
of MECC are active in the north, south, east and in various sides of Beirut. 


fhe current extended [WCC] appeal receives adequate funding, and our partner 
agencies have shown understanding of the changing pattern of implementation 
jue to circumstances. The 1.5 million-dollar appeal for two years will 
1opefully be covered by the end of 1985. Due to extra spending on emergency 
elief this year, many rehabilitation projects were postponed ' for 
implementation in 1986. ... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT/"WCC Letter to Middle East Member Churches” EPS 85.09.87 


[This letter, dated 20 August, is signed by World Council of Churches 
Moderator Heinz Joachim Held, and WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. ] 


... The central committee officers asked us to write to you to reassure you 
that the Middle East continues to receive very high priority in the concerns 
and programmes of the World Council of Churches, and that we are willing and 
ready to serve you by actions which are deemed appropriate. 


The last week of meetings for the WCC staff, held in May, was an occasion to 
look specifically and in depth at the Middle East and to evaluate WCC's 
involvement in the region as well as its relationship with churches there. 

We have been following carefully events in the region, profoundly concerned 
about developments that add to the suffering, joyful about even the small 
signs of hope, and always praying and thanking God for your witness as 
churches and as Christians. 


On several occasions in the past few months, we have again expressed our 
sorrow, sharing your anguish about the continuation of the tragedy of 
Lebanon. At the time of writing this, there is further escalation of 
violence, more bloodshed and increase in loss of lives and, apparently, no 
solution in sight. 


We recall again the efforts at reconciliation made by religious leaders of the 
country, both Christian and Muslim. Through the Middle East Council of 
Churches, the WCC has continued and will continue to assist programmes of 
relief and rehabilitation. We pray that efforts to maintain the independence 
and unity of the country and unity among all communities will succeed. 


We are disturbed by the continuing war between Iran and Iraq with its very 
high level of casualties and intensity of suffering. It is now five years 
since the war started, and a number of peace initiatives have failed. We are 
convinced that international public opinion has not been sufficiently 
mobilized against this senseless war. 


The WCC has supported the efforts of the United Nations in finding a solution 


to this conflict. Our Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
has taken the initiative for collaboration among non-governmental 
organizations on this issue. We are ready to use every possible occasion to 


be of help in the search for peace. 


On the unresolved question of Cyprus also we are supporting the efforts of the 
United Nations. We hope that ways will be found soon to re-establish 
intercommunal harmony as well as the unity of the country. 


One central issue of the Middle East continues to be the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. As the [WCC] Sixth Assembly [in 1983] stated, ... [the WCC 
supports the following principles:] (a) the withdrawal of Israeli troops from 
all territories occupied in 1967; (b) the right of all states, including 
Israel and Arab states, to live in peace with secure and recognized boundaries; 
(c) the implementation of the rights of the Palestinians to self-determination 
including the right of establishing a sovereign Palestinian state.” 


On this basis, we have supported efforts, especially within the UN systen, for 
an international conference on these issues and, of course, we are ready to 
support other steps that may help in reducing tensions and contributing © 
towards solutions. ... 
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SHOPTALK (52/36) 
EPS deadline: Unless otherwise noted, every Tuesday at 07h00 GMT. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


APS (All Africa Press Service): Samples and subscription information about 
this news and features service of Africa Church Information Service are 
available from ACIS, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The World Evangelical Fellowship is sponsoring an International Christian 
Media Conference, 13-17 October 1986. More information is available from Box 
220, NL 3970 AE Driebergen, Netherlands. 


The 1984 WCC compilation of statistics about the value of material aid 
shipments by 22 church agencies is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The total in US dollars is 98.99 
million, compared with about 76 million in 1983, an increase attributed mostly 
to response to the Africa drought situation. Besides the WCC, statisics cover 
church aid agencies in Australia, Canada (2), Denmark, Finland, FRG (3), GDR, 
Iceland, Norway, Sweden (2), Switzerland (2), UK, US (4), and the Lutheran 
World Federation. The categories are clothing and footwear; agricultural 
equipment, tools, and seeds; administration and industry; medicines and 
medical equipment; food; shelters, blankets, building; transport and wehicles; 
and miscellaneous. 


The 1986 edition of the Anglican Cycle of Prayer is available for 2.50 US 
dollars from Forward Movement Publications, 412 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati OH 
45202 USA; or for 2.20 UK pounds from CIO Publishing, Church House, Dean's 
Yard, London SW1P 3NZ. It includes maps showing the world's Anglican dioceses. 


The Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation has postponed its 29th 
General Assembly and related events until 8-24 March because of the earthquake 
in Mexico, site of the gathering. It was scheduled for 24 November-10 
December. 


The new address of the Christian Conference of Asia is 
Fifth Floor 
10, New Industrial Road 
off Upper Paya Lebar Road 
Singapore 1953 


SOUTH AFRICAN THEOLOGIANS: Ecumenical Press 
NOW IS 'MOMENT OF TRUTH' Service 85.10.01 


JOHANNESBURG - The "Kairos Document", [EPS 85.10.21] which its authors 
describe as a “theological comment on the political crisis in South Africa", 
and which calls for the church to take an active stand on the side of the 
oppressed in South Africa and against the oppressor, was released 25 September. 


Describing “kairos" (one Greek word for “time") as "the moment of truth", the 
document offers critiques of what it calls South African "state" and “church” 
theology. Proposing to go towards a “prophetic” theology, the document says 
that “throughout the Bible, God appears as the liberator of the oppressed. He 
is not neutral. He does not attempt to reconcile Moses and Pharaoh, to 
reconcile the Hebrew slaves with their Egyptian oppressors, or to reconcile 
the Jewish people with any of their later oppressors. Oppression is sin and 
it cannot be compromised with; it must be done away with.” 


Under the heading, “a message of hope", the theologians say: “We believe that 
God is at work in our world turning hopeless*and evil situations to good so 
that his ‘kingdom may come' and his ‘will may be done on earth as it is in 
heaven'. We believe that goodness and justice and love will triumph in the 
end...One day ‘all tears will be wiped away' and 'the lamb will lie down with 
thes lion! 2" 


The document is signed by 15l theologians and church leaders, including 
members of Reformed, Methodist, Anglican, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic 
denominations. Signatories include C.F. Beyers Naudé, general secretary of 
the South African Council of Churches. 


In conclusion, the signatories say “there is nothing final about this 
document. Our hope is that it will stimulate discussion, debate, reflection 
and prayer, but, above all, that it will lead to action. We invite all 
committed Christians to take this matter further, to do more research, to 
develop the themes we have presented here or to criticise them and to return 
to the Bible, as we have tried to do, with the question raised by the crisis 
of our times.” 


Citing the traditional Latin definition of a tyrant as “hostis boni communis” 
("an enemy of the common good"), the document argues that “apartheid is a 
system whereby a minority regime elected by one small section of the 
population is given an explicit mandate to govern in the interests of and for 
the benefit of the white community. Such a mandate or policy is by definition 
hostile to the common good of all the people. ... Any reforms or adjustment it 
might make would have to be in the interests of those who elected it.” 


The theologians say that the description of God in the preamble to the South 
African consitution is “blasphemous”, because “this god is an idol ... as 
mischievous, sinister, and evil as any of the idols that the prophets of 
Israel had to contend with. Here we have a god who is historically on the 
side of the white settlers, who disposesses black people of their land, and 
who gives the major part of the land to his ‘chosen people'.” 


Noting the “ineffectiveness of years and years of Christian 'moralising' about 
the need for love" and the dangers of uncritical and indiscriminate 
application of "absolute principles like reconciliation, negotiation, 
non-violence and peaceful solutions", the document says “there is no way of 
bypassing politics and political strategies. ... A truly biblical spirituality 
would penetrate into every aspect of human existence and would exclude nothing 
from God's redemptive will”. - EPS 


BOESAK VOWS TO Ecumenical Press 
CONTINUE STRUGGLE Service 85.10.02 


CAPE TOWN - Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, who was released from prison (20 September, EPS 85.09.67), but whose 
liberties are restricted pending a trial on sedition charges next month, 
promised (22 September) to continue the struggle against white-minority rule 
in South Africa. 


Preaching to his congregation, Boesak said: “I have not given up my conviction 
that our non-violent struggle for justice in this country is God's will. I 
will continue as long as there is breath in my body." He also repeated his 
commitment to non-violence: "Violence will destroy our soul even as their 
violence has destroyed their soul. This we must know. While evil is alive, 
the people of God are called to battle.” 


C.F. Beyers Naudé, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
said during a visit to Geneva late last month that he found Boesak 
"emotionally and spiritually véry strong and very committed" when he spoke to 
him on the telephone. 


Naudé said the South African government seemed to be working to immobilise the 
United Democratic Front, a large anti-apartheid coalition which Boesak helped 
found. He said Boesak might be tried for his stands supporting disinvestment 
and school and consumer boycotts, adding that Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
Naudé himself, and other church leaders might also face such charges. 


Despite government measures against it, he said, the UDF continues to grow in 
"emotional and psychological support". He added a "friendly warning" against 
accepting as legitimate, black leaders the government is trying “desperately' 
to encourage as an alternative. 


“Apartheid cannot be reformed", Naudé said. “It has to be removed once and 
for all." The granting of a common citizenship and the scrapping of pass laws 
were a "first and important step” in reversing apartheid, but the legal 
pillars of the system like race classification laws must be removed, he said. 
As long as that basic structure remains, he said, the white minority will try 
to preserve white political and economic supremacy. 


Asked about government statements that blacks suffer most from ‘international 
economic boycotts, Naudé quoted surveys conducted by the London Sunday Times 
and the Institute for Black Research, which he said had found 77 and 73 per 
cent respectively of the country's blacks in favour of boycotts. 


The South African church has a “tremendous responsibility”, he said, if it is 
serious about justice and reconciliation. He noted that the SACC had FRG, UK, 
and US church delegations to visit and assess the situation. The first came at 
the end of last month, and the group from the US was expected soon. 


In a report from Johannesburg (2 October), Reuter news agency said “riots 
sweeping South Africa are pushing churches to step up anti-apartheid protests, 
and church sources say even the more conservative of worshippers are beginning 
to take a stand", including even some congregations of the white Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK) - “which once found theological jsutifications for 
apartheid - have begun praying for forgiveness.” 


An ecumenical church group from 25 denominations supported a call for a work 
stayaway (9 October) to pray for reconciliation. - EPS 


CUB LEADER MEETS Ecumenical Press 
CSOUNTRY'S RC BISHOPS Service 85.10.03 


HAVANA - Cuba's President Fidel Castro began discussions with the country's 
Roman Catholic bishops earlier this month, the first such formal dialogue 
between church and state since the communist government came to power in 1959. 


News agencies reported that discussions between Castro and the bishops were 
likely to centre on increased church access to mass media, more permits for 
foreign religious workers, prevention of discrimination against believers, and 
renovation of church buildings. 


The Vatican representative in Cuba did not attend the meetings, which were 
described as an internal dialogue, but expressed satisfaction over them. He 
was reportec as saying a suitable date was being discussed for a possible 
visit by the Pope. 


The possibility of Castro meeting the Catholic bishops as well as the Cuban 
Ecumenical Council, which represents many of the 40 Christian denominations in 
Cuba, was recently discussed by exiled Gautemalan writer and journalist Mario 
Caprio Nicolle in the British Roman Catholic monthly, “The Month". He sees 
the Third Congress of the Cuban Communist Party, next year, as a major 
opportunity for official change in party policy towards the church. 


Cuba has always stepped carefully with regard to the church, he says, quoting 
Castro's speech to church leaders in Jamaica in 1977: "We took special care 
that the Cuban revolution should not appear to the world or the people here as 
an enemy of religion ... not only on principle - although for us respect for 
religious belief is a genuine principle - but also as a political strategy 


The revolution generated tension, particularly with the numerically-dominant 
Roman Catholic church. However, the state did not shoot priests or close 
churches or convents, Nicolle recalls. The most drastic step was the 
expulsion of 131 foreign priests and religious brothers after three Spanish 
priests participated as chaplains in an unsuccessful invasion in 1961. 


For its part, the Roman Catholic church has moved consistently towards 
conciliation since it first attacked a US commercial blockade of Cuba in 
1968. In 1969, a church communiqué on the subject of atheism and faith called 
on Cuban Catholics to participate in popular activities of the revolutionary 
government. People studying to be priests now work in the fields in line with 
the revolutionary concept of work combined with study, Nicolle says. 


His view is that the church feels isolated from the mainstream of political 
and economic life. He quotes a recent homily by Havana Archbishop Jaime Ortega 
Alamino (one of those attending the Castro meetings): “The community of 
Christians should no longer be thought of as a closed shop to be kept apart 
from society. We hope to move from muted tolerance or mere acceptance to full 
participation, without demagogy or exultation, but also without the need for 
shameful dissimulation.” 


In Nicaragua, another country in which the relationship between some parts of 
the church and a revolutionary government has been strained, Pablo Antonio 
Vega, chairman of the country's conference of Roman Catholic bishops, said in 
Bonn recently that though relations were still far from ideal, there had been 
signs of improvement, notably the government's withdrawl of an order expelling 
several priests. — EPS 


CHURCH GROUPS RESPOND Ecumenical Press 
AFTER MEXICAN QUAKES Service 85.10.04 


MEXICO CITY - An ecumenical committee for rehabilitation and reconstruction 

was formed (27 September) in the wake of earthquakes last month. They 
destroyed large parts of Mexico City, affected surrounding areas, and left an 
estimated 7000 dead. 


Participating in the committee are Methodist, Anglican (Episcopal), Reformed 
(National Presbyterian), Eastern Orthodox, and Baptist representatives, as 
well as those from two ecumenical agencies - CECOPE (Coordination Centre for 
Ecumenical Projects) and CEE (Centre for Ecumenical Studies). 


With immediate emergency needs in connection with the quakes reportedly 
adequately dealt with, the committee is concentrating its attention on the 
next phase, rehabilitation and reconstruction, especially outside the city. 
The government was described as “fully in charge” in the city itself. 


According to information from “the UN Disaster Relief Organisation and the Red 
Cross, a fortnight after the quakes, the situation was gradually returning to 
normal, though water was a problem here. There were about 30,000 reported 
housed in temporary shelters, and up to an estimated 100,000 homeless. 


CICARWS, the interchurch aid commission of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, planned to issue an appeal this month in light of reports from a 
CICARWS representative here. Stanley Mitton, a representative of US-based 
Church World Service (part of the [US] National Council of Churches) reports 
that too many outside agencies are here acting in an uncoordinated way. 
According to a CICARWS report, his message is to "leave the government alone 
for the first phase of rescue and emergency operations, and concentrate on the 


second phase of rehabilitation and reconstruction." — EPS 
CHURCH PEOPLE ACTING ON Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES IN NETHERLANDS Service 85.10.05 


[This item is based on material supplied by the Netherlands Reformed Church. ] 


AMSTERDAM - A commission which hopes to help people in responsible positions 
faced with dilemmas of conscience in the course of their work (say, a company 
director faced with a financially attractive deal on arms production, which he 
opposes on principle) has been set up with church cooperation in the Dutch 
province of Overijssel. 


Another issue debated these days in parts of the Dutch church is whether 
people should be able legally to pay part of their taxes into a "peace fund", 
instead of to the government. It arises because some people have been 
withholding part of their taxes to protest defense expenditures, even at the 
risk of having household belongings confiscated in lieu of the taxes. 


The movement against armaments has led to a _ proposed referendum on the 
deployment of US cruise missiles on Dutch soil. The Interchurch Peace Council 
is urging the church to take a stand in the voting, but the broad moderature 
(central decision-making body) of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) 
referred the request to NHK congregations, noting that the NHK synod rejected 
the use of nuclear weapons in 1962, and their possession in 1980. 


In the town of Velp, some families are reading their Bibles, and materiai on 
hunger in Africa, instead of eating dinner on Wednesdays. They thus go to bed 
hungry, as part of their concern about hunger. Dutch church offices are 
encouraging similar efforts elsewhere in the Netherlands. — EPS 


CHURCH UNION TALKS UNDERWAY Ecumenical Press 
BETWEEN CNI AND MCI IN INDIA Service 85.10.06 


NEW DELHI - Talks aimed at uniting the Church of North India and the Methodist 
Church in India are underway as a result of the first meeting, at CNI 
headquarters here, of a 14-member Union Negotiations Committee. 


Co-presidents of the committee are MCI Bishop Joseph Lance and CNI Bishop 
Dinesh Gorai. The committee expects to meet at least every six months. It 
agreed that its starting point should be the 1965 edition of the “Plan for 
Church Union in North India". 


The MCI, formerly part of the US-based United Methodist Church, withdrew from 
negotiations which led to formation of the CNI in 1970 - from Anglican, 
British Methodist, Baptist, Brethren, Disciples, and Reformed jurisdictions. 


The MCI suggested 13 areas for negotiations, including diocesan restructuring, 
ministers with limited authority, appointment of ministers, women's work, 
Methodist episcopal endowment and_= salaries, constitution, properties, 
institutions, conscientious objectors, channelling of funds from abroad, 
unification of the episcopates, recognition of ordained ministries, and 
MCI-CNI intercommunion. The last three were Suggested as the “first step to 
growing together in unity”. - EPS 


REVIVAL OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS' Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL PROPOSED IN UGANDA Service 85.10.07 


KAMPALA - Kassim Malumba, the chief kadhi and mufti of the Uganda Muslim 
Supreme Council, has urged several Christian leaders to join him to revive the 
Joint Religious Leaders Consultative Council. He said it was necessary that 
religious leaders act together to help end the fighting in the country, where 
a military government overthrew President Milton Obote last July. 


The mufti's letter went to Roman Catholic, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox, and 
Seventh-day Adventist leaders. He said the country's religious leaders could 
not fulfil their responsibilities unless they acted together. The council was 
formed in 1981, part of an effort to take a common stand on the security 
situation in the country at the time. 


The three main Christian groupings - Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Eastern 
Orthodox - are linked in the Ugandan Christian Council. 


In another development related to the situation in the country, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop here, Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga, returned from Nairobi 
(where talks are underway in an effort to end the Ugandan fighting) deploring 
the mistrust among "all parties" to the dispute. In a statement in Nairobi, 
he stressed that he went there as “envoy of neither the Ugandan government nor 
any other political organization, but a neutral party." Earlier, it was 
reported that the Ugandan government invited him to the talks (EPS 85.09.79). 
- EPS 

Norwegian church council on Central America EPS 85.10.08 
OSLO - The foreign relations council of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway issued 
(18 September) a statement “in favor of changes in Central America which will 
lead to justice, peace, and respect for human rights." It says that for 
Central Americans, “it is tragic that the USA and Soviet Union are seeking to 
turn the conflict between rich and poor in Central America into a struggle for 
their own hegemony in the region.” It also endorses the US “sanctuary 
movement", an interfaith effort to protect Central American refugees in the US 
threatened with deportation. - EPS 


US ANGLICANS ACT Ecumenical Press 
ON SEVERAL ISSUES Service 85.10.09 


ANAHEIM (California/US) - Besides electing a new presiding bishop (Edmond Lee 
Browning, EPS 85.09.80), the week-long (7-14 September) general convention of 
the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church, dealt with about 400 pieces of 
proposed legislation, described by the denomination's news service (DPS) as 
ranging from “petty to ponderous”. 


Among other things, the resolutions offer strong support and prayer for South 
African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, call for an end to racism in South 
Africa, urge an end to US military aid to Central America, ask US President 
Ronald Reagan to shelve his “Star Wars" space defense program; encourage 
autonomy for Episcopal dioceses overseas (in the Philippines, Central America, 
and northern South America), reaffirm approval for ordination of female 
bishops, make laying-on of hands by an Episcopal bishop a requirement for 
accepting baptized adults into the denomination, and add seven names to the 
Episcopal calendar of commemorations. 


According to DPS, “the over-all effect of the convention actions is to 
strengthen the church's ministries of service, advocacy, and international 
witness to the causes of peace and justice under an incoming presiding bishop 
who insists that his propehtic witness will continue to grow out of his 
pastoral concerns." 


In other actions, the convention decided to allow lay people to take communion 
to the house-bound and the sick, endorsed intensification of the Episcopal 
Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations' three-year campaign of ecumenical 
emphasis, endorsed documents from the Anglican-Roman. Catholic International 
Commission and the nine-denomination [US] Consultation on Church Unity, and 
approved (if a 1988 world meeting of Anglican bishops concurs) deletion of e 
clause from the Nicene Creed which is not accepted by Orthodox. 


A study and evaluation of Episcopal participation in the [US] National and 
World Councils of Churches was called for, and of “misleading information” 
about the WCC. Convention deputies asked the presiding bishop to appoint a 
task force on the disease Aids, most of whose victims in the US are male 
homosexuals. A proposal that would have affirmed the right of anyone — 
regardless of sexual orientation, age, sex, disability, or origin - to have 
automatic access to the ordination selection process was defeated (although a 
similar one that applies to membership was accepted). - EPS 


British Methodist vp reports racist attacks EPS "$3. 10500 
LONDON - Leon Murray, vice-president of the British Methodist Conference, says 
he has received 44 racist letters since he became the first black to take up 
the post, in mid-year. Speaking at Wesley Chapel, here, he quoted one from an 
Anglican vicar who suggested that British people did not want a multi-racial 
church or society, and that Murray and other blacks should leave the country. 
- EPS 

British Methodist lay ministry approach changing EPS 85.10.11 
LONDON - Lay pastoral assistants and workers in British Methodism are being 
used much less as substitutes for ordained ministers, and much more as people 
with a distinctive contribution to make in their own right. According to 
survey, whereas in 1980-81, 41 percent of lay pastoral assistants were seen as 
replacements for an ordained minister, the figure now is only 13 percent, and 
all but five are seen as temporary replacements only. Currently, British 
Methodist circuits (regional units) employ about 135 lay pastoral assistants, 
of whom:two thirds are men and one half are full-time. — EPS 


Washington-to-Moscow 'peace ribbon! EPS, 85.10.12 
GENEVA ~ In a “peace odyssey” which began last month, an interfaith group of 
42 US citizens carried to the USSR pieces of a “peace ribbon" which formed a 
colourful protest against nuclear war and the arms build-up in Washington on 
“Hiroshima Sunday” (4 August), this year. En route, they visited the World 
Council of Churches, here (23 September). Members of the group asked for WCC 
leadership in demanding “substantive and verifiable" reductions in arms 
instead of just a “foot-in-the-door” approach. ee 


FRG leader visits WCC EPS,85.10.13 
GENEVA - Johann Rau, minister-president of the FRG (West German) state of 


Rheinland-Wesfalia, and a candidate for FRG chancellor, made what was 
described as a “personal visit" to the World Council of Churches and other 
church organizations (Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, Conference of European Churches) in the Ecumenical Centre here. He 
described himself as an ecumenical veteran, a reference to his more than 25 
years of active participation in FRG and international church life. His 
liscussions with centre staff reportedly touched on South Africa, the 
international debt situation, political refugees, disarmament, and the FRG 
role in peace making. - EPS 


Third World Church Leadership Centre being built EPS. 69.40.14 
SEOUL - Presbyterian Theological Seminary here reports that its Third World 


Church Leadership Centre will be ready for use by next March. The seminary's 
principles in equipping third world church leaders through the centre are 
“advanced theological competency, commitment to ecumenical mission, spiritual 
vitality, and practical relevancy”. en OH ge 


WCC leader honored by Moscow Theological Academy EPS; 8 5:e10.15 
MOSCOW - World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro was made a 
member of honor of the Moscow Theological Academy in connection with his visit 
to WCC members in the Soviet Union last month. Pn) 


Lesotho church leader warns on death threats EPS, 655410..46 
NAIROBI —- Ben Masilo, vice-president of the Lesotho Evangelical Church, but 


now taking refuge in Kenya, where he is a member of the staff of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches, is circulating a list of 15 Lesotho Christians 
(Evangelical, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Seventh-day Adventist) who have 
“received death letters from the much feared death squads in Lesotho". He is 
urging protests to the Lesotho government (EPS 85.09.25). - EPS 


US Lutherans revise criteria for ordination ERS 65,10. 7 
MINNEAPOLIS - The American Lutheran Church has issued a revised statement on 


criteria for seminary admission and certification for ordination. A version 
issued earlier this year (EPS 85.09.11) suggested restrictions in connection 
with disabilities, but the new version has no specific references to them. 
ALC Presiding Bishop David Preus said “widespread misunderstading resulted" 
from “numerous inaccurate, prejudicial reports" about the earlier version. 
“It must be simply and forthrightly stated that the American Lutheran Church 
does not categorically bar [from seminary or the ordained ministry] persons 
with disabilities’, Preus said. — EPS 


Women's global consultation on peace and reconciliation EPS 85.10.18 
HONG KONG - Women from 70 countries met for a week here last month under the 


auspices of the Fellowship of the Least Coin, a 30-year-old Indian-founded 
“ecumenical movement of prayer for peace, justice, and reconciliation". 
Fellowship participants put aside the least coin in their country's currency, 
and the funds are then used to support literacy, health, social concern, 
leadership development, and other projects primarily initiated and 
administered by women. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Revision of Kyodan Mission Statement” EPS+85510.19 


[The Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) is in the process of reviewing 
its 1966 "Fundamental Policy for Social Action", adopted by its 14th 
assembly. The process is referred to as “reconsideration”. This item is 
abridged from a Kyodan report (20 August) on the situation. ] 


"Reconsideration" has been viewed with suspicion by some in the Kyodan, 
despite the fact that those calling for the reconsideration process have 
repeatedly stated that a new document on mission in society is not their goal; 
rather that “Reconsideration” seeks to reflect the events of the ensuing 
period just as the 1966 [statement] reflected the situation of the church and 
society at that time. Also disavowed is any desire to exclude any part of the 
Kyodan from participation in the reconsideration process or to impose one 
particular ideology on the church. 


The process of reconsideration is an attempt to build on, and move beyond the 
policy statement of 1966, a statement that is affirmed several times as a good 
statement in various reports and documents coming out of "reconsideration", 
though one which admittedly has not been activated throughout the church. 
Events since 1968 have shown that a broader understanding of mission is 
needed, one which involves seeing social action as an essential part of the 
understanding of mission as direct evangelisn, and mission as involvement in 
society and in human liberation as two integral parts of the one mission of 
the church as it responds to God's love. 


The movement toward “reconsideration” began officially on 16 February 19/6, in 
the Committee on Social Concerns, one of four committees under the Commission 
on Mission. Some on the committee felt that the problems surfacing out of 
Kyodan participation in the construction of the Christian Pavilion at the 1970 
Japan International Exposition (Expo '/0) indicated a need for re-examining 
the relation between mission and social action. 


Kyodan participation in Expo '/0 was approved in a controversial vote at the 
15th General Assembly (1968). Those supporting Kyodan participation in the 
construction of the Christian Pavilion, as a part of the National Christian 
Council of Japan (NCCJ) and in cooperation with the Catholic Church in Japan, 
saw Expo '70 as an opportunity for ecumenical witness to the gospel to those 
passing by and through the pavilion. Opponents to participation saw Christian 
mission as including witnessing to the Kingdom of God by challenging the 
presuppositions of Japanese society which had resulted in the economic 
exploitation of fellow Asians. 


Over a decade of disturbances followed the approval of participation in the 
Expo '70 Christian Pavilion. Those disturbances included the prevention of 
some church assemblies and the disruption of other assemblies which were 
held. Through these events, some recognized that the 1966 “Fundamental Policy 
for Social Action" was not an adequate guide to the church in dealing with the 
issues facing the church in mission. They felt that the relation between 
social action and mission needed to be dealt with in a way that saw social 
action as an essential component of mission. 


The 20th General Assembly (1978) approved the process for “Reconsideration”. 
Its goal is to bring the whole church together to look at society, to respond 
to the truth of the Bible, to encourage dialogue among the various positions 
in the Kyodan, and to join in mission in Japanese society and in the world. 
"Reconsideration" will continue as the church continues to respond to the God 
of history in mission to and in a changing society. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Sri Lankan Statement on 'Just Peace'" EPS 85.10.20 


[This item is excerpted from a statement by about 150 Sri Lankans from most 
Christian traditions on the island. Agreed at a meeting last August (EPS 
85.09.07), it is “offered as a contribution towards the solution of the ethnic 
question [continuing conflict between majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils] 
in our country."] 


Free Our differences must be resolved by continuing and sustained dialogue 
and there must be no more resort to violence. Armed conflict will not only 
bring death and suffering to many more but also destroy our economy and 
endanger our freedom and independence in a world of super-power rivalries. 
The increasing militarization of our country and the fact that violence is 
becoming institutionalized, causes us grave concern. ... 


2% All political parties and groups in our country must transcend their 
party differences and narrow communal loyalties and work together for a 
peaceful and free united Sri Lanka. ... We urge that all political parties be 
enabled to function again under normal conditions and that the civil rights of 
those active in politics should be restored. 


3% If our country is to remain one, we must all accept one another as equal 
citizens and ensure equal rights for all in education, employment and language 
use ... [and] free[dom] to practice his own religion. 


4a, Our people will feel that they belong to a united Sri Lanka only if 
democratic processes and human rights are carefully safeguarded, fundamental 
rights guaranteed, and power and responsibility are ... shared .... 


58 Anger, bitterness and the desire for revenge must give way in the hearts 
of all to a desire to forgive and be forgiven. We must put the immediate and 
painful past behind us and move to a new future in which the security and 
dignity of all will be ensured. 


6. The authorities responsible for the dissemination of information and the 
mass media must present the points of view of all communities truthfully and 
impartially so that they may gain credibility among the people of our country. 


7% Within a united Sri Lanka, power should be devolved to provincial units 
with the possibility of inter-provincial collaboration on common concerns 
which affect two or more provinces within the framework of over-all national 
policy, so that the rights of minorities, their linguistic and cultural 
traditions may be preserved. ... 


i We understand the reluctance of the Tamil community to be satisfied now 
only with promises, pledges, negotiated settlements and even legislative 
enactments. Significant measures that will end the just grievances of the 


Tamil community must be implemented immediately as an earnest of our sincere 
desire to end the conflict. 


10. Persons of Indian origin on the plantations who were disenfranchised in 
1949 and their descendants who opt to make Sri Lanka their home, should be 
granted rights of citizenship. We ask that the repatriation of Indian Tamils 
back to India against their wish be reconsidered. ... 


12. We perceive our present situation to be dangerously volatile. ... 
13. We urge that an amnesty be granted to those who have engaged themselves 


in unlawful acts of violence and that all displaced ethnic groups be resettled 
with adequate safeguards for their life and property. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "The Kairos Document” 


EPS:'85.10.21 


[This item is excerpted from a statement last month (see also EPS 85.10.01) by 
151 South African theologians and church leaders on the situation in their 


country. ] 


5.2 Participation in the Struggle 


Christians, if they are not doing so already, must quite simply participate in the strug- 
gle for liberation and for a just society. The campaigns of the people, from consumer 
boycotts to stayaways, need to be supported and encouraged by the Church. Criticism 
will sometimes be necessary but encouragement and support will also be necessary. In 
other words the present crisis challenges the whole Church to move beyond a mere 
‘ambulance ministry’ to a ministry of involvement and participation. 


5.3. Transforming Church Activities 


The Church has its own specific activities: Sunday services, communion services, bap- 
tisms, Sunday school, funerals and so forth. It also has its specific way of expressing its 
faith and its commitment i.e. in the form of confessions of faith. All of these activities 
must be re-shaped to be more fully consistent with a prophetic faith related to the 
KAIROS that God is offering us today. The evil forces we speak of in baptism must be 
named. We know what these evil forces are in South Africa today. The unity and shar- 
ing we profess in our communion services or Masses must be named. It is the solidarity 
of the people inviting all to join in the struggle for God’s peace in South Africa. The 
repentance we preach must be named. It is repentance for our share of the guilt for the 
suffering and oppression in our country. 


Much of what we do in our Church services has lost its relevance to the poor and the 
oppressed. Our services and sacraments have been appropriated to serve the need of 
the individual for comfort and security. Now these same Church activities must be re- 
appropriated to serve the real religious needs of all the people and to further the 
liberating mission of God and the Church in the world. 


5.4 Special Campaigns 


Over and above its regular activities the Church would need to have special pro- 
grammes, projects and campaigns because of the special needs of the struggle for 
liberation in South Africa today. But there is a very important caution here. The 
Church must avoid becoming a ‘Third Force’, a force between the oppressor and the 
oppressed. The Church’s programmes and campaigns must not duplicate. what the 
people’s organisations are already doing and, even more seriously, the Church must not 
confuse the issue by having programmes that run counter to the struggles of those 
political organisations that truly represent the grievances and demands of the people. 
Consultation, co-ordination and co-operation will be needed. We all have the same 
goals even when we differ about the final significance of what we are struggling for. 


55 Civil Disobedience 


Once it is established that the present regime has no moral legitimacy and is in fact a 
tyrannical regime certain things follow for the Church and its activities. In the first 
place the Church cannot collaborate with tyranny. It cannot or should not do any- 
thing that appears to give legitimacy to a morally illegitimate regime. Secondly, the 
Church should not only pray for a change of government, it should also mobilise its 
members in every parish to begin to think and work and plan for a change of govern- 
ment in South Africa. We must begin to look ahead and begin working now with firm 
hope and faith for a better future. And finally the moral illegitimacy of the apartheid 
regime means that the Church will have to be involved at times in civil disobedience. A 
Church that takes its responsibilities seriously in these circumstances will sometimes 
have to confront and to disobey the State in order to obey God. 


Moral Guidance 


5.6 


But the Church of Jesus Christ is not called to be a bastion of caution and moderation. 


The people look to the Church, especially in the midst of our present crisis, for moral 


The Church should challenge, inspire and motivate people. It has a message of the 


first make its stand absolutely clear 
It must then help people to under- 


guidance. In order to provide this the Church must 
and never tire of explaining and dialoguing about it. 


cross that inspires us to make sacrifices for justice and liberation. It has a message of 


hope that challenges us 


to wake up and to act with hope and confidence. The Church 


about the moral 


ppressed to resist oppression and to struggle for liberation and 


Church will also find that at times it does need to curb excesses and to 


ppeal to the consciences of those who act thou 


e 


stand their rights and their duties. There must be no misunderstanding 


duty of all who are o 


justice. The 


but also 


must preach this message not only in words and sermons and statements 


through its actions, programmes, campaigns and divine services. 


ce gh 


ghtlessly and wildly. 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: “Letter from New York" BPS) 851120122 


The opening of the UN's 40th General Assembly was marked with an interfaith 
service at a Roman Catholic church located on Hammarskjold Plaza, near UN 
headquarters. Worship included readings by Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, 
and Christian representatives. Participants - among them UN Secretary General 


Javier Perez de Cuellar - were welcomed by New York's Roman Catholic 
archbishop, John Cardinal O'Connor. 


It is because perfect peace and justice can never be achieved on earth, he 
said, that the UN will always be needed to work for what progress is 
possible. “We must never give up on you", he said. "You must never give up 
on yourselves." 


Since becoming archbishop in March 1984, O'Connor has taken the spotlight as 
the city's main religious newsmaker. He recently seized national leadership 
on another front by convening a symposium to focus attention on a pastoral 
issued a year earlier by the 10 black Roman Catholic bishops of the US. 


The event, at a parish church in Harlem, drew a national audience of 650, 
including seven of the 10 bishops. To reach more blacks, their pastoral 
said, the church must open itself to more black cultural expression and more 
actively combat racism within the church itself as well as in society. 


O'Connor said he is taking steps to place more blacks in archdiocesan offices, 
and hopes to begin by naming a black woman as one of his vice-chancellors, 
posts thus far held only by priests. 


The role of women has emerged as an originally-unforeseen obstacle in the 
dialogue of Roman Catholics with Anglicans. For the first time since the 
sessions began, in 1970, the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission 
met this year in the US [EPS 85.09.81], just north of New York at the Graymoor 
friary of the Franciscan Society of the Atonement. It is an appropriate 
setting because the society was founded by an Anglican priest, Paul Wattson, 
who later took it into the Roman Catholic church. It has since made promotion 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity a major part of its work. 


This year ARCIC was discussing “salvation and the church", a topic embracing 
the divergences stemming from Reformation debates over justification. These 
traditional theological issues seemed to present little difficulty, but the 
co-chairmen, Anglican Bishop Mark Santer of Kensington, and Roman Catholic 
Bishop Cormac Murphy-O'Connor of Arundel and Brighton, both from England, said 
at a news conference that ordination of women in parts of the Anglican 
communion has greatly complicated their task. 


On another complicated front, the executive committee of the National Council 
of Churches heard recently that the NCC Presidential Panel, which made a 
three-year study and got acceptance of its report last November, did not 
succeed as well as hoped in resolving the NCC financial crisis. The panel's 
solution was to aid financially weaker units (such as Faith and Order and the 
general sec~etary's office) by taxing richer ones, particularly Church World 
Service. But a committee set up to implement the panel report now says only 
part of the proposed shift of costs will be possible. 


Another panel goal was to create a new pool of undesignated funds that the 
governing board could use according to its own priorities. The Vance 
committee says, "The availability of such funds does not appear likely." But 
Robert Neff, general secretary of the Church of the Brethren who chaired the 
panel, served notice he would be fighting to salvage at least some of its 
ideas. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Fokko Bosker: "The Church in Syria” EPS" 09.10.23 


[Bosker, from the Netherlands, has written for several church magazines. He 
was part of an ecumenical team visit to Syria in mid-1985. This item is 
excerpted from the September issue of the youth newsletter of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. ] 


... In this first meeting with the Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch we found 
that Christians and Muslims relate well and tolerate each others' presence. 
All the church leaders we met spoke in this way about the Christian-Muslim 
relation. “We are brothers and we believe in the same God and live in the 
same street", one church leader said. The circumstances for church life in 
Syria were called the best of the whole of the Middle East. 


On the other hand, there are not many practical steps between Muslims and 
Christians to deepen this brotherhood. Youth groups generally don't have 
contact with Muslim youth. Mostly the contacts between Christians and 
Muslims were on a personal level. 


The government as well treats the Christians and the Muslims in the same way, 
only it's not allowed for a Muslim to become a Christian and the president 
should be a Muslim. In regard to other countries with this kind of majority/ 
minority relation, this political policy is very special. 


In the meeting with the Orthodox Church of Antioch it became as well very 


clear that the church has to be involved in human/social problems. Talking 
about Lebanon the man said: "We try to convince the fighting groups of 
dropping their guns and start talking with each other. The Word of God is 
better than the use of guns. The Christian president better go home, it 


would be good for the country.” 


On the other hand, it became clear that Syrian government will not allow any 


interference from the churches or church members in politics. Politics is 
something for politicians only, it seems. The government says, “You do your 
job and we do ours”. In Homs the church leaders said: "We know that the 


government wants peace, justice and human rights, so we pray for this 
government to continue their work.” 


A more critical view is heard in some personal talks with young people. One 
boy said: "You are talking about justice, I can't believe in justice when Il 
am not allowed to give my own opinion about things in my own country. You 


can't speak and demonstrate freely when it's not in support of the 
government. In Europe you are free.” 


Of course, I can add a question-mark behind this last statement. So we have 
to be very careful when we base our conclusions on only one-sided information. 


I want to continue with the relation between Christians in Europe and 


Christians in Syria. The man from the Church of Antioch said that the 
Western Christian churches have to learn that the Orthodox churches in the 
Middle East region existed long before they did. He asks: “Instead of 
wanting to learn from us, they sent us missionaries to convert the Christians! 
That created many divided little groups. One of the problems Lebanon has to 
deal with.” 

In Homs a young woman from a youth group says: "I cannot understand why 
European Christians have something against Arab Christians. The Christians 
in West Europe have influence in world politics. Yet they won't help us.” 


is te 
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EPS deadline: Unless otherwise noted, every Tuesday at 07h00 GMT. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


A list of new and forthcoming books from the WCC is available from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (September) issue of the newsletter of the WCC refugee service focuses 
on refugee women. A copy is available to journalists on request to 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches has published a theological 


preparatory booklet for its Ninth Assembly, next year (4-12 September) at 
Stirling University in Scotland. Theme of the meeting is “Glory to God and 


Peace on Earth,” and the booklet includes a discussion of the assembly's four 
section themes - God's glory, God's glory and the unity of the church, God's 
glory and the creation, and God's glory and peace on earth. A copy is 
available for 10 Swiss francs from CEC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The English text of Facing Unity: Models, Forms, and Phases of Catholic- 
Lutheran Church Fellowship has been published by the Lutheran World Federation 


(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The culmination of the second phase of 
international Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue, it suggests specific steps to 
full church fellowship between the two traditions, including a proposal for a 
single ministry of oversight in collegial form, from which would flow a common 
ordained ministry. 


The current document (September 1985/No. 4) in the series from the Commission 
on the Churches' Participation in Development is African Churches and People's 
Development. A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CCPD, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) has available a 
list of persons in detention in Namibia as of 13 September. It includes their 
mMames, ages, occupations, church affiliations, and hometowns, plus the dates 
and places where they were detained. NCC is a project of Namibia Christian 
Communications Trust. 


A reply to criticism by “some Catholic bishops that it is working against the 
hierarchy and seeking to divide the church” in Nicaragua has been released by 
the Antonio Valdivieso Ecumenical Centre in Managua. An English translation 
is available from James and Margaret Goff, Apartado 3205, Managua. The Goffs 
also have available their article, "What About ‘Religious Persecution’ in 
Nicaragua.” It it, they say “the charge of religious persecution is a 
corollary of the Big Lie the Reagan administration is using to legitimate the 
overthrow of the Sandinista government.” 


The Geneva office of the Middle East Council of Churches (Box 66, Ch-1211 
Geneva 20) has available a copy of notes on a visit to Lebanon by MECC 
International Project Director Leopoldo J. Niilus. The document also includes 


an “assessment of current political dynamics in Lebanon or in regard to ity? 
and “a note on the kidnapping of Bob Birkholder” (a Canadian working on an 


agricultural project sponsored by the Mennonite Central Committee in Nabatieh). 


TUTU SAYS SOUTH AFRICAN Ecumenical Press 
SITUATION IS DESPERATE Service 85.14.24 


LONDON - Desmond Tutu, Anglican bishop of Johannesburg and a leading opponent 
of the South African system of race separation with white supremacy 
(apartheid), says the leaders of the US, UK, and FRG (West Germany) are 
protecting South African President P.W. Botha "from the consequences of his 
actions". He added he hoped the three (he met with UK Prime Minister Margaret 


Thatcher during his trip) would come to “back the right horse” in South Africa. 


At a news conference during a visit here in connection with preparations for 
the 1988 Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops, Tutu said “either a miracle 
or the intervention of the international community” is necessary "if we are to 
be moved from the edge of this precipice. ... We are dealing with issues of 
life and death”. 


Tutu is among a group of South African church and business. leaders who 
appealed to people of all races to stay away from work 9 October to pray for 
an end to apartheid. The "“prayaway" (as Tutu dubbed it) had support from the 
United Democratic Front anti-apartheid coalition, and some major business 
organisations including Barclays, South Africa's largest bank, which said it 
would allow its staff a 90-minute lunchtime break for prayer. 


In a television interview here, Tutu condemned violence, from the South 
African government and its opponents, but added: "I am aware as a man of 
peace, not a pacifist, that there may come a time, and we are very, very close 
perhaps to that time, when we will have to say that the lesser of the two 
evils is to overthrow this unjust system." He said "the peaceful option is a 
nonsense if, in fact, it is not going to be effective.” 


Tutu's description of the South African situation as desperate was echoed by 
members of a British-church delegation which returned (3 October) from a visit 
there at the invitation of the South African Council of Churches, with the 
backing of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in southern Africa. 


Mildred Nevile, general secretary of the Catholic Institute for International 
Relations, said it was “absolutely clear" that there was a "new situation" in 
South Africa. She said the amount of unrest there was "far beyond what I had 
understood" from media reports. She said it was "in some senses ... civil war 
in some parts of the country”. 


Quaker broadcaster Gerald Priestland noted reluctance among many English- 
speaking white South Africans to see what is going on in their country. Leon 
Murray, vice-president of the British Methodist Conference, said he feared 
leaders such as Tutu and Allan Boesak (president of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, and a UDF founder) might be swept aside by newer leadership 
impatient with 40 years of fruitless non-violence. 


Boesak, released late last month after a month in detention, said in a sermon 
(6 October) that “the end is near". He added, "They think the voice of peace, 
justice and liberation has been stilled. But it's not my voice they're trying 
to silence. It's the voice of almighty God, and that will not be silenced". 


In a commentary (8 October), South Africa's state-run radio questioned Tutu's 
and Boesak's motives in opposing the government, which has made some changes 
in the apartheid system and announced others. Acknowledging that "much in our 
society ... is not right, even though there have been substantial reforms", it 
said church leaders' contentions that the government is “the epitome of evil 
--.- would be laughed to scorn by any informed inhabitant of Ethiopia, 
Afghanistan, or the Soviet Union." - EPS 


Service for Soviet Christians during Gorbachev visit EPS 85.10.25 
PARIS - Convened by representatives of the committee of French Eastern 
Orthodox bishops, the Protestant Federation of France, and the conference of 
French Roman Catholic bishops, an ecumenical prayer service "in union with” 
Christians in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe was held here (29 September) 
during the visit to France of Soviet Communist Party leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. The call to prayer included concern for "all Christians who are 
persecuted because of their faith". - EPS 


Bishop urges Irian Jaya resettlement efforts EPS 85.10.26 
PORT MORESBY (Papua New Guinea) - John Etheridge, a Roman Catholic bishop 
active in resettlement efforts for refugees who have crossed the border from 
the Irian Jaya part of Indonesia to Papua New Guinea, says he is “tremendously 
happy" about PNG Prime Minister Michael Somare's announcement that sympathetic 
consideration will now be given to resettlement for those who wish to remain 
in PNG rather than return home. Etheridge also urged Australia to consider 
accepting some of the 10,000 Irian Jayan refugees. So far, Australian 
response to such proposals has been cautious and negative. — EPS 


African church leader notes donor pressure BPS 85 210.27 
NAIROBI - General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, based here, told journalists (4 October) that some “ecumenical 
partners” try to “blackmail” the AACC because of its outspoken support for the 
black majority in South Africa. He said the AACC policy would not change just 
because some donors “accuse us of supporting violence", according to a report 
from Rome-based IPS news agency. — EPS 


Brazilian bishop's Nicaragua visit prompts controversy EPS 85.10.28 
SAN JOSE (Costa Rica) - Rome-based IPS news agency-.reported from here (6 
October) that during a two-month visit, Brazilian Roman Catholic Bishop Pedéro 
Casaldaliga "came to loggerheads with the Nicaraguan Catholic ... hierarchy”. 
The bishop arrived 28 July to support Nicaraguan foreign minister and Roman 
Catholic priest Miguel D'Escoto in his fast and prayer protesting US 
intervention in the region (EPS 85.08.07). Casaldaliga spoke supportively of 
the Nicaraguan government, which has been at odds with part of the Roman 
Catholic Church, notably the hierarchy. In Bonn last month, Pablo Antonio 
Vega, president of the conference of Nicaraguan Roman Catholic bishops, 
suggested that two-thirds of Nicaraguans no longer support the government. He 
said the “popular church™ (Roman Catholics supportive of the government) was 
backed by only a small group, including many foreigners. Vega also said the 
Nicaraguan church opposed military solutions to the country's problems.- EPS 


Evangelist Swaggart preaches in Soviet Union EPS: 85..110°529 
MOSCOW - The All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the 
Soviet Union reports that US tv evangelist Jimmy Swaggart preached for a week 
in the Soviet Union at the council's request. His visit, which ended 4 
September, included visits to Moscow, Novosibirsk, and Minsk, where Swaggart 
preached in AUCECB congregations. The AUCECB reported that Swaggart promised 
to witness in the US to Soviet Christians' great commitment to God. He is 
also quoted as referring to “freedom of worship" and "freedom of conscience” 


in the Soviet Union. "I have seen that the Russian people is truly longing 
for peace", he said. "There is so much in common between the Russians and 
Americans, and there is no reason for us not to live in peace." — EPS 

US churches council allocates 'Farm Aid' EPS 85.10.30 


NEW YORK - The [US] National Council of Churches has allocated 100,000 US 
dollars to 12 organizations that work with hungry farm families in 1/7 US 
states. The money is the first proceeds from a ‘Farm Aid' concert (22 
September). — EPS 


JS evangelist Graham preaches in Romania BBG: G55. Ds 3 
BUCHAREST - US evangelist Billy Graham conducted an 1l-day, seven-stop 
preaching mission in Romania last month, coordinated by leaders of the 
Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church (which accounts for most of the country's 
Christians), and other church groups. Eastern Orthodox Metropolian Antonie of 
Transylvania hosted the visit, which included Timisoara, Sibiu, Suceava, 
Cluj-Napoca, Oradea, Arad, and Bucharest. Graham's schedule included services 
in eight cathedrals and other churches (Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
Reformed, Baptist, and Pentecostal), an Eastern Orthodox monastery, and a 
Synagogue. The Graham organization said local officials and religious leaders 
called the visit “extraordinary” and “unprecedented.” The turnout of 150,000 
was the largest Graham attracted since he began visits to the Soviet Union and 
five countries of Eastern Europe in 1977. 


Why are Reformed and Methodists still separate? EPS: .8.5-bO0, 32 
LONDON - A preparatory committee which met near here has recommended that the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the World Methodist Council name 
members of a commission to pursue theological dialogue between the two 
traditions. In its report of its meeting, the committee said that the two 
have so much in common that the question of why they are still separate must 
be asked. — EPS 


Estonian church official reported arrested EPS 85.10, 33 
GENEVA —- Tiit Pddam, coordinator of the administrative department at the 


headquarters of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Estonia, was recently 
arrested, reportedly on charges connected with purchases in a store reserved 
for foreigners. — EPS 


Bonhoffer Organisation to be launched EPS 85.10.34 
LONDON - The Bonhoffer Organisation, a group to act against “collective 


homicide” (which it defines as “any incident or factor responsible for the 
death of more than 10 people in 24 hours") is to be launched 19 November 
during a ceremony in St. Martin's-in-the-Fields church here. The organisation 
is named after German pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhdffer, executed by 
the Nazis shortly before the end of World War II. In its announcement, the 
organisation says “collective homicide ... is the last social evil which 


mankind has so far failed to take united efforts to prevent.” It expects to 
be an international federation of groups to collect in a library in England 
film and videotape material on collective homicide. - EPS 

US church council makes recommendations on media violence Pit, ows SO 
NEW YORK - The communication commission of the [US] National Council of 


Churches has approved a report urging vigorous measures to reduce the amount 
of violent and sexually-explicit material in film, television, cable, and home 
video. The report also reaffirms commission opposition to censorship. - EPS 


Moravians, Baptists marking anniversaries EPS 985. 10036 
GENEVA - Baptists in Czechoslovakia and Moravians in Suriname are marking 
anniversaries of their presence in those countries this year - 100 years for 
the Baptists, 250 for the Moravians. — EPS 


Italian Baptists favor some kind of agreement with state EPS 85.10.37 
SANTA SEVERA (Italy) - A majority of members of a special assembly of the 


Italian Baptist Union (UCEBI) gave the go-ahead for efforts by the UCEBI 
executive committee to work out a relationship with the Italian state, 
possible now that Roman Catholicism is no longer the country's official 
religion. Supporters said such an agreement could increase awareness of the 
Baptist tradition, and further guarantee separation and non-interference 
between church and state. — EPS 


United Methodist bishops delay nuclear-weapons letter EPS285.10 538 
WASHINGTON - A committee of seven United Methodist bishops has decided to 
postpone release of a major pastoral letter on nuclear arms, citing the need 
for more time to look at complexities of the arms race. Now, a draft is 
expected to be released next month, with final version ready next April. — EPS 


British Methodist Masons fight back 4 EPS’ 854 1@73a9 
BIRMINGHAM —- A group of British Methodist Freemasons are fighting back against 
the 1985 British Methodist Conference's “guidance” that suggested Methodist 
not be Masons (EPS 85.06.36, 07.21). Subject to the approval of the Masonic 
grand master and grand secretary, a group, meeting here, established the 
Association of Methodist Masons. It says it will campaign in Methodist 
congregations, circuits, and synods in an effort to have the conference 
reconsider its position, which the association considers ‘dogma and 
narrow-mindedness’. — EPS 


European RC bishops meet EPS 85.10.40 
ROME - The sixth symposium of European Roman Catholic bishops was scheduled 
here 7-11 October. About 120 participants from 24 countries were expected. 
Theme of the meeting is “secularisation and evangelisation in Europe today”. 


The previous symposium was in 1982, on evangelisation. — EPS 
Live broadcast of Chilean Independence Day mass banned EPS- 85.10.41 
SANTIAGO - The Chilean government information office took over the country's 


radio stations for more than four hours and ordered them to broadcast folk 
music instead of the Independence Day mass in the Roman Catholic cathedral 
here (18 September). In his homily, Juan Francisco Cardinal Fresno Larrain, 
Roman Catholic archbishop here, called for national reconciliation and an end 
to conflict. For the first time since the Pinochet government came to power 
in 1973, opposition leaders and trade unionists were invited to the mass, with 
similar seating to that for government ministers. —- EPS 


Questions raised about religion-tobacco industry links EPS 85.10.42 
NEW YORK - An article in the New York State Journal of Medicine, “How tobacco 
companies have found religion”, says that the acceptance by religious groups 
of donations from cigarette manufacturers has increased in recent years, while 
the morality of this relationship has gone “virtually unquestioned in 
religious circles and the mass media”. Among evidence cited in the article 
was support by the largest US cigarette manufactuer, Philip Morris, for a 1983 
tour of Vatican art, and a 1984 tour of Jewish art. - EPS 


Namibian denomination gets first bishop EPS 85,10. 4 
WINDHOEK - Hendrik Frederik has been elected first bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of South-West Africa/Namibia. He has been the denomination's 


president since 1979. The synod which elected him (26 September) also 
approved major changes in church structure. — EPS 

Church people get awards EPS 85.10.44 
GENEVA - Frances Arbour, former director of the Canadian Inter-Church 


Committee on Human Rights in Latin America, was one of three recipients (20 
September) of this year's Letelier-Moffitt Memorial Human Rights Awards. 
Paulo Evaristo Cardinal Arns, Roman Catholic archbishop of Sao Paulo, received 
(7 October) the Nansen Medal from the UN high commissioner for refugees. — EPS 


United Methodists set inclusive language guidelines for hymns EPS 85.10.45 
NASHVILLE (Tennessee/US) - A language subcommittee working on a proposed new 
United Methodist hymnal said in a memo to its more than 700 consultants that 
hymns should use “inclusive language” when referring to people, and avoid 
“unnecessarily repeated" masculine pronouns for God, although hymns will 
include references to God as "Father", “Lord”, and “King”. — EPS 


ECUTEXT; “Communiqué from the Joint Working Group” EPS 85.10.46 


The Joint Working Group between the World Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church met 30 September-5 October at Riano, near Rome. The Joint 
Working Group brings together 12 Roman Catholics and 12 representatives of the 
World Council of Churches from around the world; its task is to monitor and 
encourage dialogue and collaboration between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches. 


The Group has analysed the current ecumenical scene and rejoices in the 
positive signs of collaboration and mutual growth. Particularly, the group 
noted Pope John Paul II's talk to the Roman Curia, "The Reality, Progress and 
Problems of Christian Unity” as well as the issue of [the WCC's] “Ecumenical 
Review” on "Vatican II: 20 Years After”. In the year intervening since the 
last meeting the Joint Working Group sponsored consultations on the concept of 
"hierarchy of truths” and the concern for ecumenical formation. 


The Joint Working Group was privileged to hear a report on the preparation for 
the extraordinary synod to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the end of 
the Second Vatican Council. The Holy See has invited observers to the synod 
from the World Council of Churches and Christian World Communions. A seminar 
on "The Roman Catholic Church 20 Years after Vatican II" will be also offered 
at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches at Bossey with 
the collaboration of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


The Joint Working Group, in response to an initiative of the late Dr W. Visser 
't Hooft in conversation with Pope John Paul II, encouraged a deeper 
exploration of the Second Vatican Council's concept of a “hierarchy of truths" 
as a tool in the search for convergence and mutual acceptance in faith and 


communion. The group also began a study of the relationship between the 
local and universal- church in order to see how this affects the way to 
unity. The Joint Working Group agreed to undertake a study on the way in 


which ethical issues threatened to inhibit ecumenical dialogue. 


Ecumenical formation was a major focus of the group's discussion. Following 
two meetings earlier between representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and 
the World Council of Churches, the group decided to work on a discussion 
pamphlet offering suggestions for the ecumenical formation of clergy, 
ministers and pastoral workers. The group plans next to work on similar 
suggestions for local congregations. It recognized that the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity is also important for the path to unity. Initiatives in 
various parts of the world in recent years show developments that need to be 
fostered in order to help the churches grow together. 


The Joint Working Group also continues to reflect on the ecumenical 
ramifications of the current debate on liberation theology within the Roman 
Catholic Church. It received reports on the pastoral care of mixed 
marriages, on the study and reception process of the Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry document, as well as the document on collaboration on social action 
between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Participation of the Roman Catholic Church in national and regional councils 
of churches continues to grow and Roman Catholic representatives will 
participate in an international consultation in October 1986, when a major 
element of the agenda will be a corporate reflection on the significance of 
councils in the ecumenical task. Pope John Paul II received the Joint Working 
Group in audience on 5 October on the occasion of its 20th anniversary. [See 
text, EPS 85.10.47.] ... The next meeting of the Joint Working Group will take 
place in April 1987. At that time they will discuss the Roman Catholic 
participation in the forthcoming conferences of the World Council of Churches. 
- Bes 


ECUTEXT: 


"Address of Pope John Paul II to Joint Working Group” 


[See also EPS 85.10.46] 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, 


members of the Joint Working 
Group between the Catholic 
Church and the World Council 
of Churches. 


I greet you in the name of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ: “Peace be with you” 
(Jn 20:26). 


1. Thank you. most warmly 
for coming to see me during 
your meeting at Riano. I value 
your visit highly especially 
because this year is the 
twentieth anniversary of the 
setting up of the Joint Working 
Group, and I wish to associate 
myself with you in thanking 
God for what has_ been 
achieved in that time and in 
renewing the desire to go 
along the paths which he will 
show us. 

As you know, I am con- 
vineed of the necessary place 


‘of Catholic collaboration with 
‘the World Council of Churches 


and its member Churches and 
have repeatedly asked that it 
should increase wherever poss- 
ible. That is why I visited the 
Council at its Ecumenical 
Centre in Geneva last year. I 
regard that visit as an import: 
ant part of the pastoral office 
which places me in a special 
way at the service of unity. I 
would like to see the positive 
impulse given by that visit 
translated into action for the 
benefit of our collaboration 
and of the ecumenical move- 
ment as a whole. 

Over the past twenty years 
the Joint Working Group has 
gone about its task modestly 
and discreetly and perhaps for 
that reason its importance has 
not been fully appreciated. It 
has done much to keep col- 
laboration alive and develop 
it, and it has done so with the 
confidence of its authorities. 
The work of the Group is one 
in which you can feel proud to 
take part. It calls for your 
best gifts, your imagination, 
your courage and a deep sense 
of responsibility. It is a 
service you give to the whole 


ecumenical movement, for 
collaboration between the 
Catholic Church and_ the 


World Council of Churches 
has an importance that is 
both practical and highly 


symbolic for that movement. 


2. When the Joint Working 
Group was set up it was 
clearly-. recognized that the 
World Council of Churches 
and the Catholic Church are 
not comparable organisms. 
On the one hand there is the 
Council, which is a community 
of many Churches and Ec- 
clesial Communities of dif- 
ferent confessional traditions. 
On the other hand there is 
the Catholic Church, with all 
her pastoral responsibility as 
Church. Therefore collabor- 
ation poses particular prob- 
lems. Furthermore, the Cath- 
olic Church and the World 
Council of Churches do not 
have the same approach to all 
issues. Necessarily then the 
way of collaboration is at 
times limited. This makes 
your task more difficult, but 
not impossible and no less 
important. It means that you 
are working with the real 
problems of our divisions 
which, through God’s grace, 
the ecumenical movement 
enables us to face with hope 
and determination. 

Among the various aspects 
of your task is first of all col- 
laboration between the ap- 
propriate partners on the 
Catholic side and the various 
sub-units and programmes of 
the Council. I said recently 
that a fruitful collaboration 
has developed since 1965 “in 
the social field and in the 
sphere of the search for justice 
and peace; on the problems 
of mission and evangelization 
as well as the dialogue with 
the other religions” (Discourse 
to the Roman Curia, 28 June 
1985). It must be your concern 
to be alert to the possibilities 
and encourage them wisely. 

The Joint Working Group 
also has a role to play in 
searching out promising areas 
for study and investigation in 
the quest for unity. Here it 
can support and complement 
the important work being done 
together in the Faith and Order 
Commission. Since it looks 
to collaboration as a whole, the 
Joint Working Group must 
always focus on the visible 
unity which is the goal of the 
ecumenical movement. There 
is likewise room for it to take 
up some of the broad questions 
facing Christians in their mis- 
sion in the world. 

Without repeating what is 
already being done by the 
different Catholic or World 
Council agencies, there does 
seem to be a place too for 


more systematic ecumenical 
discussion of questions such 
as the handing on of the faith 
today, the nature of secularism 
and its consequences, the prob- 
lems of culture and world 
peace. “There is a need above 
all to be always docile to the 
Holy Spirit and to how the 
Holy Spirit speaks to the 
Churches today (cf. Rev 2:7). 
There is a need to have con- 
cern, in everything and wher- 
ever possible, that we give 
joint witness to Christ and his 
Gospel in our world, so rich 
today in possibilities but also 
afflicted by so many ills” 
(ibid.). 


3. When the Joint Working 
Group was founded, Cardinal 
Bea said that one of its tasks 
would be dialogue. This is not 
only the theological discussion 
which takes place in Faith and 
Order. 


It also means the continuing 
relation between the Catholic 
Church and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches which, like all 
relationships, calls for unceas- 
ing communication, acts of 
friendship and courtesy, care- 
ful attention to each other, a 
concern for each other’s joys 
and sorrows and great occa- 
sions. This dimension of dia- 
logue can be easily overlooked 
under the pressure of daily 
work, but surely it is more 
necessary in these times when 
the ecumenical movement has 
advanced so greatly that we 
are facing some of the impor- 
tant questions which divide us. 

Not least the Joint Working 
Group will interpret the Cath- 
olic Church and the World 
Council of Churches to each 
other; it will interpret what is 
happening on the international 
level to those working locally: 
it will interpret the ecumenical! 
movement to a wider audience. 
By now it has a certain ac- 
cumulated wisdom which en- 
ables it, from time to time, to 
give clear expression to some 
aspects of collaboration or of 
the ecumenical movement. Its 
role can be to stir the imagin- 
ation, to interpret, to stimulate, 
to give counsel which will con- 
solidate the steps toward unity. 

My hopes for your work are 
high and I encourage you in it. 
I pray that God may give you 
the vision, the perseverance, 
the patience and the insight 
which it demands. May he 
bless you and your families 
and all those for whom you 
are responsible. “May grace 
and peace be multiplied to you 
in the knowledge of God and 
of Jesus our Lord” (2 Pet 1:2). 


TITERS 


EPS 85.10 .47 


ECUTEXT: “Address to Pope John Paul II by Pastor Jacques Maury” EPS 85.10.48 


[This item was translated from the original French by the WCC language 
service. See also EPS 85.10.46. ] 


I have great pleasure, Holy Father, in conveying to you the respectful and 
fraternal greetings of our Joint Working Group, of which Monseigneur Alan 
Clark and myself are joint moderators. 


I also bring you greetings on behalf of the World Council of Churches and its 
general secretary, Rev. Emilio Castro, who hopes to have the opportunity of 
visiting you in the near future. We recall with gratitude your own visit to 
our headquarters in Geneva in June 1984. We took it as an eloquent sign of 
your intention to go on strengthening the Roman Catholic Church's commitment 
to the ecumenical movement, as you have frequently stated. 


We were greatly encouraged, for example, by your exhortation to the members of 
the Roman Curia on 28 June this year, when you again stressed that 'the Roman 
Catholic Church is irrevocably committed to the ecumenical movement’. 


We, too, are more than ever convinced of the urgency of the ecumenical task. 
The scale of the many problems assailing the churches in a world so full of 
uncertainty and threatening situations could lead them to treat this question 
as less urgent than all the others and to look on ecumenism as something 
additional to the ordinary life of the churches. 


We are happy, of course, to meet and to pray together, as we do in the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, for instance, but all too often we let it go at 
that, as though ecumenism were simply a 'special treat' to be indulged in 
occasionally and of no serious consequence. This is a danger, which 
threatens all of us, and it must be firmly resisted. We can no longer solve 
our problems by ourselves; we can only deal effectively with them together. 
The world is watching us and it expects this of us. We lose all credibility 
as witnesses to the Lord of reconciliation when the world sees us dispersing 
our efforts and differing over how to answer its questions. 


But above all we have come to understand that our one Lord forbids us to 
continue in our separate ways as though we were the only ones following his 
path. That is the inescapable consequence of his founding prayer 'that they 
all may be one as we are one ... that the world may believe' (Jn 17:21), 
Does this not tell us even more clearly that we cannot even guarantee the 
inner unity of our respective churches independently of one another? 


I would like to share with you here what one might call the last will and 
testament of the WCC's first general secretary, who was also in a way its 
founding father, Dr Visser 't Hooft whom God called to himself just three 
months ago, and whom you met last year during your visit to Geneva. 


We were all impressed to discover that this pioneer of the ecumenical movement 
was so convinced that the relations between the World Council and the Roman 
Catholic Church are one of the vital keys to the future of ecumenism that he 
had spent much of the last months of his life preparing an evaluation of our 
relations and reflecting on their possible development. 


He concluded his fifty-page paper with a plea which the WCC Central Committee 
endorsed by quoting it in the letter it addressed two months ago to the 
Extraordinary Synod which is to meet next month, expressing the hope that it 
will confirm the ecumenical openness which is one of the most _ precious 
legacies of the Second Vatican Council [EPS 85.08.41]. - (over) 


Maury address/2 


I quote Dr Visser 't Hooft: ‘It seems to me that at the present stage in our 
relationships, our temptation is to rest on our laurels. We have good 
reasons to be gratefully astonished over the profound changes that have taken 
place in the last twenty-five years. So we go on repeating that the churches 
in the World Council and the Roman Catholic Church are now all together part 
of one and the same ecumenical movement. But it is not enough to say this. 
We must prove it. We must not only talk about common witness; we must 
render common witness. Not just the sceptical world, but even the millions 
of church members will take us really seriously only when the WCC and the RCC 
speak and act together in the name of Christ, bringing new hope to a world 
threatened by meaninglessness, self-destruction, violence and poverty.' 


I believe I can say that the Joint Working Group shares this firm conviction, 
and that it fills us with courage and joy as we work together to 'prepare the 
way of the Lord' moving towards the unity of his people. 


It seems to me that for us it sets four major obligations: 


ie We must be bolder in bearing common witness. There are so many 
situations of oppression and injustice in our world, including the abomination 
of racism, there are so many threats of war, so many new ethical challenges 
coming at us from all sides, especially with the developments in the field of 
biological science, that we cannot put off any longer proclaiming together 


that the Lord has not abandoned humanity to its fate. We must demonstrate 
together, in word and in deed, that in our harsh world today his kingdom of 
life and mercy is still an invincible liberating power. It holds out many 


promises which compel us to have hope. 


2% We must persevere in the theological dialogues which are already in 
progress within the framework of the Commission on Faith and Order, for 
example the discussion on baptism, eucharist and ministry. I would add here 


that our relations are sufficiently close to allow these discussions to go 
forward in all clarity and without false compromises, even on contentious 


issues, without endangering the level of fellowship we already enjoy. During 
our present meeting, for example, we were able to have a very frank and useful 
conversation on the theology of liberation. We saw yet again how 


controversial this question is and the very different reactions it elicits. 
We hope nonetheless that the present debate will be brought to a constructive 
conclusion which will strengthen the hope of the poor. 


i Although regular co-operation is now well established between various 
institutions within the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council we must 
not stop there. We must continue to search for ways and means of improving 


the structures of our relationships at the level of our local churches and of 
the universal church until that day when the Lord willing, we are sufficiently 
open to the prompting of his Holy Spirit to be able to receive together the 
full unity which we know very well to be His will for His church. 


4, Clearly, there is one essential condition for our common progress towards 
unity, but one which is sufficient in itself if we genuinely practise it, 
namely, that each and every one of us and all of us together should be able, 
in prayer and attention to His word, to fix our eyes on the living Christ 
until we can allow him to set aside the obstacles which, in the course of 
history, we have erected on the way which he came to open for us on earth and 
where he is always waiting to meet us. 


This is what we believe and hope. Thank you, Holy Father, for allowing us to 
share it with you. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Wesley Ariarajah: “The Bible and People of Other Faiths” EPS 85.10.49 


[This item is excerpted from the introduction to a new book of the same 
title. Ariarajah directs the Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths of the World Council of Churches, where biblical and theological issues 
raised by interfaith dialogue are part of the sub-unit agenda (EPS 
85.09.74). The book, co-published with the Asia region of the World Student 
Federation is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, for 
7.90 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, or 2.50 UK pounds. ] 


Much of the criticism levelled against dialogue is claimed to be based on 
the Bible. "The Bible says that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life", a 
friend told me the other day, “and the only way you can continue the dialogue 
programme is by denying this unequivocal witness of the Bible to who Jesus is, 
and why he was sent by the Father.” 


Is this indeed true? Is the Bible not supportive of dialogue with people of 
other religious traditions? Is there in it a teaching on Jesus and his 
significance that runs contrary to the intentions of genuine dialogue? ... It 
is important at least to begin an exploration of this issue. My intention is 
not to prove that dialogue is biblical, or that the friend who raised the 
question with me is wrong. 


I am well aware that the question arose out of a very genuine concern. Ltyds 
quite understandable why people believe that the Bible is opposed to dialogue. 
For many centuries the Bible itself, and particularly certain verses in the 
Bible which make exclusive claims for Christ, have been used in Christian 
teaching and preaching to show why people should become Christians, leaving 
behind the faiths of their ancestors. The churches in minority situations, 
as in Asia and in many other parts of the world, have been sustained by the 
belief that their life apart from the dominant culture and religious milieu is 
sanctioned, and even demanded, by the scripture. 


Millions of Christians in Asia read the Bible daily, both as part of their 
personal devotion and at family prayers. Many take their Bible with them 
when they go to church for Sunday worship. Large numbers of persons in many 
parts of the world who, for one reason or another, do not wish to display 
their Christian faith in public, or have chosen not to be part of the 
institutional structures of religion, cling to the reading of the Bible as the 
symbol and source of their Christian faith. 


The question therefore must be faced sooner or later. And it should be faced 
not in the spirit of proving or disproving one's position, but in a spirit 
that opens up new ways of understanding and relating to the traditions handed 
down in scripture. 


I must explain why this is a difficult subject to discuss. The first. problem 
is that the Bible is not a book that deals with other faiths or with the 
question of dialogue with people of other faiths. In fact, in some ways, it 
deals with quite the opposite of dialogue. It is primarily about two of the 
faiths that we have today, Judaism and Christianity. 


In much of the material in it, there is open witness offered to these two 
religious traditions by those who stand within them and bear testimony to 
their beliefs. What we have on other faiths in the Bible is therefore 
incidental to the major concern, which is to bear testimony to one's own faith. 


It is unreasonable to expect in the Bible a well-developed teaching on the 
faiths of others. We must, therefore, draw out the implications of the 
biblical teaching, rather than look for direct guidance on dialogue. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Giinter Metzger: “The Evangelical Academy Movement at 40" EPS 85.10.50 


[Metzger is co-director at the Evangelical Academy in Bad Boll, FRG. This 
item appeared in longer and slightly different form in the October "Lay and 
Study Centres Newsletter" of the World Council of Churches, a copy of which is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


In all member churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany, academies have 
become an indispensable ministry. Academies are church in mission to 
society. Witness, pastoral care, and diakonia [Christian service] must not 
be limited to individuals and the parish level of community, neglecting the 
context of everyday life, but have to be accomplished in the midst of the 
complex and changing social order. This biblical insight emerged, painfully 
enough, from the failure during the years of Nazi rule. It remains basic for 
what academies are trying to do until now. 


The idea sprang up in post-war Germany. On St Michael's Day (29 September) 
1945, more than 150 economists, lawyers, and church workers came together at 
Bad Boll near Stuttgart. They were invited by the Evangelical bishop in 
Wiirttemberg, Th. Wurm, to participate in the quest for a new orientation 
towards the rebuilding of society. 


It became a model inspiring others. A few years later one could speak of a 
movement which had crossed confessional borders and encouraged similar 
ventures outside Germany, in Europe, and in other continents. At the same 
time, in Germany, it influenced other important church activities and 
institutions. 


The constitution of the Association of Academy Leaders -(Leiterkreis) describes 
Evangelical Academies as "places of dialogue, reflection, and research. 
Their aim is to meet modern man in the context of their problems of everyday 
life, to clarify these problems in the light of the Good News, and thus to 
testify to the wholeness of life through the liberating message of the 
gospel.” There must be free access "for people from all groups of the 
society” and "all political and ecclesiastical lines”. Academy work 
therefore needs to be “independent of all one-sided bonds”. 


In post-war Germany the academies soon were recognized as institutions of 


integration. At that time, the agreed over-all goal for the society was 
rebuilding, and paving a way back to normal life and _ international 
relationships. The academies were able to serve as mediators in many 


conflicts and to offer advice, also with regard to the spiritual foundation of 
the new democratic community. 


The academies stood the test of being a "third place" where opposed interest 


groups could come together on a neutral ground and an equal level. Their 
role was not so much teaching, but make people listen and look at problems 
also with the eyes of the partners in dialogue. They worked hard at creating 


an atmosphere where people, though differing in opinion, interest, and 
vocational backgrounds, take their chance to approach solutions with regard to 
common tasks or dilemmas. 


[The academies'] solidarity with groups, with oppressed or suffering human 
beings in their own, or in other societies, however, cannot mean to generally 
dispense with dialogue. Academies have no self-interest, nor are they to be 
agents of sectional interest. They are bound to the vision of the Kingdom of 
God, and therefore they promote processes of rethinking which lead to a 
peaceful, just, and sustainable society with participation of all people. 
The way demands steps, based on both qualified knowledge and confidence in the 
liberating and reconciling power of God. - EPS 


CUVIEW/John Pobee: “Africa and the WCC (I)" EPS; 85.10.51 


Pobee, a Ghanaian, is an associate director of the theological education 
rogramme (PTE) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item, 
lightly edited, is excerpted from a 27-page paper he wrote for WCC staff 
iscussion in order to “paint a general picture of the African context of the 
CC ministry; describe what the WCC has been doing; and then raise questions 
uch as will help introduce some rationality into the marrying of context and 
heology”. The second part will appear in a subsequent EPS. ] 


or our purpose there are five important and critical planks to which any 
eaningful operation in Africa must respond. First, Africa is a continent, 
ot a country. Zaire alone is about three times the size of France and fills 
ost of Western Europe, if not all of it. In that immense size of 11,000,000 
quare miles, straddling latitudes 5° South and 20° North and longitudes 
5° West and 15° East of the prime meridian there is bound to be and in 
act there is tremendous pluralism: ethnic, racial, religious, political, 
ome of these more pronounced in one region than in another. This, is ,nofimo 
gnore varying geographies, vegetation, cultures and temperaments. 


uch pluralism means many diverse problems, e.g. undeveloped communication, 
ow to make nations out of congeries of loosely-knit tribes and languages 
Nigeria, Ghana, Zimbabwe, Cameroun, Kenya); how to create genuine 
ultiracial societies (the Republic of South Africa, Zimbabwe, Sudan); how to 
evelop national ethics in a plural society which is bombarded by diverse, if 
ot contradictory, world views, religions, ideologies, etc. 


ut that situation also warns against simplistic and frivolous generalizations 


bout Africa. Such pluralism calls for sensitivity to the greys of the 
ituation, a certain humility in dealing with facts; an awareness that no one 
erson may adequately represent Africa. This has implications for how we 


elect people for WCC tasks, etc. 


econd, Africa is ancient and yet modern, with the primal standing alongside 
he modern even in the one community. Since 1948, if not earlier, in the 
ake of African nationalism, there has been renewed confidence in African 
radition and culture as signs of consciousness and authenticity as human 
roups. The phrases have been "African Personality", “"negritude", 
authenticity", "I am Black and Proud", “Black is beautiful”. Such phrases 
ay not today be heard as much as they used to be, yet they undergird a good 
eal of what Africans today do and say. 


ndeed, it is the spirit of what has become known as the African National 
mthem, "“Nkosi Sikelel'i Afrika" ("God Bless Africa"). kt. Liismthe vspinbtiof 
hat seemingly fatuous national award in Sierra Leone - "The Order of the 
osquito” - which celebrates the contribution the little mosquito made to 
fricans in making it difficult for the colonialists to settle and dominate 
est Africa. This, of course, overlooks the number of Africans mosquitos bit 
o death! The current oft-repeated phrase, “self- reliance”, has not only a 
olitical-economic reference, but also speaks of self-authenticity of Africans 
nd pride in their culture. This sense of pride in African cultures leads to 
search for authentic African Christian expression. 


ut alongside their search for and rhetoric of consciousness as Africans 
hrough tradition must stand the indelible marks of foreign experience 
ncluding such terms as Christianity, Western civilization, Islam, secularism, 
cience and technology, etc. There is evidence that homo Africanus is 
mbibing the emerging universal culture alongisde their traditional culture 
ith its hallmarks of religious epistemology and ontology, a sense of 
ommunity, a wholistic understanding of life, etc. (over) 


Africa and the WCC/2 


The fact that Africa today is ancient and modern, carries with it a certain 
bewildering fluidity and tentativeness which must engage and be engaged by 


every one who will work in Africa. With things moving ss fast a day out of 
Africa and one is already out-of-date. A former missionary can no longer be 
allowed to speak with confidence and authority about Africa. An African 


living in Geneva has to be more humble in making claims about and for Africa. 


This has everything to do with the work-style of staff in Geneva. You cannot 
cut yourself from Africa, if you wish to keep abreast with the changing moods 
and scene of Africa - more personal letters to and fro, more relevant visits 
(certainly not the hurricane speed visits), and more listening and humility in 
relating to the Africans in situ. For this we need reciprocal visits by 
genuine Africans - not just those who know the rules of the international game: 


Third, Africa belongs to that two-thirds world, variously called “third 


world", "developing world", “underdeveloped world", etc. Whatever the 
designation the marks of this continent include large-scale poverty, 
suffering, marginalization and degradation. The indices of poverty, drought, 


sickness, ugly faces of human existence are a painful catena and tale of woes, 
being studied by economists, sociologists, etc., in Africa itself as outside 
iti 


Part of this tale is that Africa also has become the “backyard” of the peoples 
of the North. For example, African economies and currency systems continue 
to be appendages of those of the peoples of the North, despite the calls for a 
new international and economic order and the Just Participatory Sustainable 
Society. Despite good intentions and pious hopes and prayers, Africa tends 
to be assimilated to the North and is not allowed to be itself even when it 
can be left alone (cf. the nature of aids with strange clauses). 


On the other hand, some of Africa's poverty degradation and marginalization 
are self-inflicted through bad planning and ruthless power-drunk leaders who 
have no qualms "raping" their own people, pounding them on the head and 
leading them captive in excruciating pain. The political scene like the 
economic scene is bleak and fuelled by conflicting faiths and ideologies and 
human pride and vaulting ambition. 


This third context of Africa means that a test of the worthwhileness of any 
engagement with Africa is whether it shows genuine solidarity with peoples of 
Africa (churches and all) through visits and moral and material assistance 
that will help alleviate the suffering of the unfortunate peoples. Such 
solidarity should be seen not as doing business like any other organization 
but as part of the effort to make our preaching credible as good news (James 
13.2 Wp oe2:A5sh) gael ln Beil6s89) . 


But it also means that the WCC which claims to have an ecumenical raison 
d'étre, whatever that means, is obliged to be an advcecate in the universal 
church, calling churches in other regions to be that vcoiv-e in the wilderness, 
or even the still small voice that calls them to be ir solidarity with those 
far away through awakening their own societies to the fact that they may be 
part of the problem as well as part of the solution. And this is no plea for 
generating unhealthy guilt complexes as is the case with © me liberals. 


It also means helping the local African churches to see ti: issues clearly and 
seek for right solutions. But to be able to do tnat we need clarity for 
ourselves, addressing particularly the matter of ti2@ specifically-Christian 
contribution to the search and the limits of co-operation with others with 
concern for the two-thirds world. ... EPS 
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SHOPTALK (52/38) 


EPS deadline: Unless otherwise noted, every Tuesday at 07h00 GMT. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


The current (3rd quarter 1985) issue of Contours, magazine of the Ecumenical 
Coalition on Third World Tourism (Box 9-25, Bangkhen, Bangkok 10900), includes 
items on Martinique, a "prologue to a theology of tourism", a five-star hotel 
project in Goa, and prostitution tourism. 


The WCC refugee service has a new publication - Ecumenical Refugee Network 
News. It reports on national and international meetings and consultations on 
refugee issues, on new publications and resources in the field, and (briefly) 
on new government policies and church initiatives regarding refugees. A copy 
of issue 1 is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has two new reports: 


Lebanon - sitrep 45 (9 October), a report from the Middle East Council 
of Churches on the “massive needs" in Tripoli, and an update on 


displaced Christian communities in the south. 


Angola - displaced persons and famine — renewed appeal (8 October), 
asking for 1 million US dollars in cash and/or kind to respond to the 
“desperately difficult conditions in the country and of the people”. 


Copies are available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


The WCC International Food Disorder Task Force has produced a “resource packet 
for churches" on the “global food disorder”. The packet includes several WCC 
and other statements and articles on the issue (EPS 85.08.04, 08.54; 
84.06.131, 12.01; 83.09.59). A copy is available to journalists on request 
to WCC/IFDTF, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The eight-denomination Irish Council of Churches (48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast 
BT9 6AZ), has published “Minorities in Ireland”, a report from the ICC human 
rights advisory forum. It concludes that “maior constitutional change or new 
political structures without change in people and the communities they are 
' part of, will be a sure recipe for further trouble". ICC members include 
Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Moravian, Reformed (Presbyterian, 2), Quaker, 
and Salvation Army jurisdictions. 


European Baptist Press Service (Gheistrasse 31, CH-8803 ~=Riischlikon, 
Switzerland) has a new director. Stanley Crabb succeeds John Mannen Wilkes, 
who has gone to McLean, Virginia, US, to be communications director for the 
Baptist World Alliance. Crabb has been working in Italy under the auspices of 
the [US] Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board since 1958.  EBPS began in 
LSGL; 


US$ 1M IN ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
AID SOUGHT FOR ANGOLA Service 85.10.52 


GENEVA - The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches announced (8 October) a renewed appeal for 1 million US dollars in 
cash and/or kind to help displaced persons and victims of famine in Angola. 


Announcing the appeal, CICARWS Acting Director Ruud van Hoogevest spoke of the 
“desperately difficult conditions in the country", and of the impressive 
determination of the Angolan Council of Evangelical Churches (CAIE) to “stay 
with the people despite incredible difficulties it faces every day”. 


A million Angolans are reported to require food aid. Estimates of the number 
of displaced persons in the country approach 750,000. The May-June crop 
harvest this year was reportedly 17 percent below average, because of below- 
normal rainfall, a shortage of seeds and other inputs, and the ongoing civil 
war. In addition, distribution of agricultural inputs has been hampered by 
lack of transport and disruption. 


A previous emergency appeal, in 1981, eventually raised 1 million dollars for 
food, seeds, blankets, used clothes, tents, medicines, trucks, agricultural 
tools, construction material, soap, school supplies, and transport costs. 
Commenting on its role now, CAIE General Secretary José Chipenda said CAIE 
aims include “educating churches to get involved in the problems of the people 
for whom Christ died so that they may have life and have it abundantly”. —- EPS 


HOMOSEXUALITY ISSUE Ecumenical Press 
IN CHURCH IN NORWAY Service 85.10.53 
OSLO - The Church of Norway Information Service, here, reports (8 October) 


several recent church developments involving homosexuality. 


Hans Bratterud, pastor of an independent Full Gospel congregation here, was 
given a 30-day suspended sentence for speaking in a discriminatory way on the 
radio in mid-1983 about homosexuals. He prayed that homosexuals in leading 
positions would be removed, and deprived of their “devilish power". At his 
sentencing, he asked to be put in prison because "I wish to become a martyr”. 


Bjorn Bue, a candidate in the election for a new Lutheran bishop of Stavanger, 
said in a nationwide radio sermon that the spread of the disease Aids, many of 
whose sufferers are male homosexuals, was a result of a failure to live 
according to God's will. That statement drew negative criticism from gay 
groups, but the local police decided not to press charges against the pastor 
for speaking in a discriminatory way. 


Rolf Berg, a parish pastor in the diocese of Borg, said Norwegian law should 
allow gay couples to marry, in either church or civil ceremonies. Reactions 
to his proposal were mixed, with some bishops suggesting Berg should leave his 
post, and others agreeing with him that stable relationships between 
homosexuals should be encouraged, though not by considering them as a form of 
marriage. 


Here, two homosexuals announced they were leaving a dialogue group initiated 
by Andreas Aarflot, the Lutheran diocesan bishop, because, they said, he had 
already made up his mind about the matters under discussion. "What the church 
defines as dialogue really is a monologue", said Wench Lowzow and Ole Fredrik 
Einarsen. Einarsen, a one-time Lutheran parish clerk, also said he had left 
the church. — EPS 


MORE CHURCH-STATE Ecumenical Press 
DIALOGUE IN CUBA Service 85.10.54 


[This item is abridged and adapted from IPS news agency, Rome. ] 


HAVANA - A follow-up meeting between representatives of the Cuban government 
and the country's Roman Catholic church, which accounts for most of the 
country's Christians, was scheduled this month. Last 8 September (EPS 85.10. 
03), Cuban President Fidel Castro met some of Cuba's Roman Catholic bishops. 


Jaime Ortega, Roman Catholic archbishop here, called last month's meeting 
frank and positive, although “we did not broach specific problems of Cuban 
church-state relations”, he said. This month's meeting, with Castro heading 
the government delegation, was to take up church-state problems, “one by one”, 
“even the untouchable problems", Castro said. 


One of the topics expected to crop up was government permission for the church 
to give “spiritual attention” to prisoners, which Ortega described as “the 
mission of the church everywhere”. He said such pastoral work "was 
interrupted and, lamentably, has not been renewed". In Cuban hospitals, he 
observed, clergy visits are allowed, and “something similar could be created 
for prisoners”. 


During his September meeting with the bishops, Castro referred to his own book 
on religion, soon to be released. Ortega said the Cuban president suggested 
that his book could help create a "climate of neutrality” in dealing with 
religious questions which “have become taboo”. 


The archbishop said that high on the bishops' agenda.is assurance of equal 
opportunity for Christians “to participate fully in Cuban society" and “serve 
the country with their Christian identity without discrimination”. Much 
progress has been made on this point, he added, but more could be achieved. 


Ortega said Cuban Roman Catholics hope the upcoming Communist Party meeting 
will produce “something more substantially open on religion", and praised the 
creation early this year of an office on religious affairs at the level of the 
Communist Party central committee (EPS 85.02.50). 


Reflecting a new level of church involvement in national affairs, Ortega 
participated officially in a meeting on the Latin American foreign debt crisis 
hosted by Castro in early August. “My presence at the debt dialogue was as a 
pastor concerned about the ethical problems of poverty", he said. -— EPS 


WACC launches third world technology study EPS 85.10.55 
LONDON - The World Association for Christian Communication, based here, has 
announced a new study program on new communications technologies. Research is 
suggested in India, West Africa, South America, and the Middle East. It is to 
continue for two years. Among questions to be considered are effects of new 
technologies on non-Western cultures, and alternatives to transnationalism in 
communications. — EPS 


Naudé, Boesak, Winnie Mandela share award EPS 85.10.56 
WASHINGTON - Three leading opponents of the South African system of race 
separation with white supremacy (apartheid) are to receive (20 November) this 
year's Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award, from the Robert F. Kennedy 
Memorial Foundation, here. The three are Winnie Mandela, wife of black leader 
Nelson Mandela, jailed since 1964; Allan Boesak, president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches; and Beyers C.F. Naudé, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches. — EPS 


CHURCH IN USSR, Ecumenical Press 
ROMANIA VISITED Service 85.10.57 


GENEVA (EPS) - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches visited WCC members in the Soviet Union and Romania (14-22 and 26-30 
September). 


In his Romania visit, Castro reported, he dealt with two major areas of 
concern —- ecumenism in Romania, including the possiblity of establishing a 
national ecumenical network, and "the new missionary and pastoral situation in 
which all Christians are living”. 


In that regard, while expressing a generally “optimistic and enthusiastic" 
evaluation, he noted several problems - the need for more Bibles, especially 
for Christian groups for whom the Bible is especially important; the urgency 
of building new places for worship in big cities and new urban areas, 
especially for the Orthodox; and the "integration of the Christian experience 
and contribution" into the country's “national vision and policy”. 


Castro said that though in the capital, Bucharest, some church buildings have 
been moved or demolished in connection with construction of a highway in an 
historic section of the city, there are positive signs elsewhere of Christian 
witness. These include the restoration of old monasteries, a revival of 
family spirituality, increased pilgrimages to spiritual centres, growing 
interest in Christian literature, and more persons interested in ordained 
ministry and theological training. 


The WCC leader also met with Ion Cumpanasu, president of the state religious 
affairs department, to discuss such issues. Cumpanasu reportedly praised the 
Romanian church contribution on issues of peace and disarmament, which he 
described as a Romanian government priority. 


Besides several visits and meetings with church represenatives in the Soviet 
Union, Castro also saw Constantine Kharchev (president), and other staff of 
the council for religious affairs of the Soviet council of ministers, and 
Vassily Kurniatsov, first vice-president of the Soviet parliament (Supreme 
Soviet). He was also named honorary professor of the Moscow Theological 
Academy, at the Zagorsk monastery, near the Soviet capital (EPS 85.10.15). 


WCC members in Romania are the [mostly German] Evangelical [Lutheran] Church 
of the Augsburg Confession, the [mostly Hungarian] Evangelical Synodal 
Presbyterian [Lutheran] Church of the Augsburg Confession, the Reformed 
Church, and the Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. The latter accounts for 
most of the country's Christians. 


Soviet WCC members include two Eastern Orthodox (Russian and Georgian), one 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), and two Lutheran (Estonian and_ Latvian) 
churches, plus the All Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists (which 
also includes some Pentecostal congregations). — EPS 


EDCS names new general manager EPS 85.10.58 
AMERSFOORT (Netherlands) - The Ecumenical Development Cooperative society, 


based here, has a new general manager, Douglas Brunson, a former executive 
with International Business Machines and Exxon, and a US Presbyterian elder. 
He succeeds Adrian St. V. Wijemanne of Sri Lanka, general manager since EDCS 
was founded by the World Council of Churches and the Council of Churches of 
the Netherlands. EDCS was chartered in 1975 and began operations in 1977. It 
provides loans for development activities in poor communities throughout the 
world. Its 184 members have invested 10.18 million US dollars in its 
operations. — EPS 


Quakes damage Hungarian church buildings EPS 85.10.59 
BUDAPEST — “Hungarian Church Press" reports (15 September) that serious damage 
was done to church buildings and clergy residences in 40 parishes of the 
Reformed Church in Hungary by an earthquake. — EPS 


Norwegian Lutheran bodies supporting Sami rights EPS 85.10.60 
OSLO - Commenting on proposed legislation, the socio-ethical committees of the 
foreign relations and national church councils of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Norway (NK) have backed the constitutional rights of Norway's Sami (Lapp) 
population to establish a national assembly and appoint local and regional 
public committees. The committees noted considerable distrust between parts 
of the church and parts of the Sami population had resulted because some 
bishops and pastors have promoted efforts to assimilate the Samis into the 
general Norwegian population. (Sami Nils Jernsletten, a lecturer at the 
University of Tromso, was a member of the NK delegation to the 1983 assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. Another NK Sami, Inga Eira Keskitalo, a 
primary school teacher in Kautokeino, is a member of the commission of the WCC 
Program to Combat Racism.) - EPS 


Norwegian Lutheran bishops criticize charismatic healing meeting EPS 85.10.61 
OSLO -— The 11 diocesan bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway said (2 
October) a recent “world conference on faith and miracles” sponsored by a Full 
Gospel congregation here was “heretical” and “unbiblical". Though the group 
is "marginal", the bishops said many Norwegian church people were in need of 
advice and guidance about it. — EPS 


Norwegian Lutherans get first deaconess convent EPS 85.10.62 
REINSVOLL (Norway) - The first deaconess convent within the [Lutheran] Church 
of Norway has been established here. It was begun by Sisters Eva and Aasa, 
who returned to their native land after a decade living with the Deaconesses 
of Reuilly, a religious community in Versailles (France). The two intend to 
see over the next three years whether there is sufficient interest to continue 
with such a community on a more permanent basis. Apart from a Norwegian 
branch of the German Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary, other monastic life in 
Norway is under Roman Catholic auspices. — EPS 


Norwegian church urged to prepare for war EPS 85.10.63 
OSLO - A working group appointed by the government minister for church and 
education says Norwegian church workers should have detailed instructions 
about their roles in times of crisis or war. Chairing the group was the 


[Lutheran] Church of Norway's military dean, Olav Tysnes. He said the 
country's military chaplains were a voice of “critical solidarity", and he saw 
no conflict between church efforts on behalf of peace, or criticism of defence 
policy, and preparing for the worst. — EPS 


Church committee looks at asylum seekers EPS 85.10.64 
RHEINFELDEN (FRG) - The Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers in Europe 
sponsored an ecumenical consultation on asylum seekers, here (2-4 October). 
The meeting had three themes - the theological basis for church work with 
refugees, the negative reaction in some countries in the wake of rising 
numbers of asylum-seekers, and practical aspects of church work with 
asylum-seekers. — EPS 


India churches council looks at ‘communal harmony' EPS 85.10.65 
BATALA (India) — A unit of the National Council of Churches in India, with the 
Christian Institute of Sikh Studies here, is organizing an inter-religious 
dialogue-seminar on “communal harmony in the local context” (2-3 November). 
Expected were three dozen participants, mostly Christian (United [CNI], 
Methodist, Salvation Army, Roman Catholic, Independent [Mar Thoma], Baptist), 
but also from other faiths. - EPS 


Portuguese Baptists emphasize youth EPS 85.10.66 
QUELUZ (Portugal) - Emphasis at the 52nd annual meeting of the Portuguese 


Baptist Convention (here, for four days early this month), was youth. Among 
those present were representatives of the Baptist Conventions of Angola and 
Mozambique. — EPS 


FRG Baptist staff changes EPS’ 55.107.67 
HAMBURG - The executive committee of the Baptist Union in the Federal Republic 
of [West] Germany (BEFG) has relieved Eduard Schiitz of his duties as president 
of the Baptist seminary here. Schiitz, on the faculty for 22 years, then 
resigned his position as professor of systematic theology. He is to be paid 
through the end of his contract, in 1987. In the wake of the action, Wiard 
Popkes resigned as the seminary's director of studies (dean), though he 
continues as professor of New Testament. Reporting this, Swiss-based European 
Baptist Press Service did not specify reasons for the sacking, but the same 
item noted that last month, union officials "appealed to churches, which they 
said had withheld contributions during the discussions concerning’ the 


understanding of scripture, to make up such gifts.” In other staff changes, 
the committee appointed Gerd Rudzio, a pastor in Marburg, to succeed Siegfried 
Kerstan as a BEFG Bundesdirektor (general secretary). Kerstan resigned 


effective 30 September because of complications from a severe heart attack he 
suffered last year. - EPS 


Group questions US church sanctuary involvement EPS 85.10.68 
WASHINGTON - Government and church speakers at a conference here sponsored by 
the Institute on Religion and Democracy, a private group critical of some 
policies and positions of national denominational leaders and staff in the US, 
criticized US church efforts to provide sanctuary for persons from Central 
America in the US, illegally. More than 250 congregations are estimated to be 
part of such efforts, and a trial of some people involved in it was scheduled 
to begin 22 October-in Tucson (Arizona). Conference speakers questioned the 
biblical basis for the movement, and some said its promoters are more 
interested in opposing US government policy in Central America than helping 
refugees from the _ region. IRD-related groups, such as the Episcopal 
[Anglican] Committee on Religion and Freedom, and United Methodists for 
Religious Liberty, have, generally unsuccessfully, sponsored denominational 
resolutions opposing sanctuary. — EPS 


Australian Anglicans get first aboriginal bishop EPS 85.10.69 
TOWNSVILLE (Australia) - Australian Anglicans have their first aboriginal 


bishop. Arthur Malcolm was consecrated here (12 October) by bishops from 
Australia and the Pacific. - EPS 


Finnish church group urges stop to South African trade EPS 85.10.70 
HELSINKI - The foreign affairs council of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland urged (3 October) Finnish companies which trade with South Africa to 
stop. The council also asked the Finnish government to implement 
UN-recommended economic sanctions against South Africa, and asked church 
members, congregations, and Christian associations which are shareholders to 
exert their influence on Finnish companies on behalf of the severing of trade 
links. — EPS 


Plans for Canadian Interfaith Network cut drastically EPS 85.10.71 
TORONTO —- Plans for a Canadian Interfaith Network have been drastically scaled 
down in order to get the religious tv project on the air by the end of 1987. 
CIN is a consortium of 15 Christian denominations and other faith groups. CIN 
now says that requirements of raising money and developing programs made it 
necessary to abandon plans to start a seven-day-a-week, 24-hour-a-day 
service. The plan now is for initial service of one-day-a-week or two-or- 
three hours a day. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Giinther Gassmann: "Faith and Order at 75" EPS 85.10.72 


[Gassmann directs the secretariat of the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. These anniversary reflections are a 
summary of the movement's history. ] 


On 19 October 1910, the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America resolved to appoint a commission with the task 
“to bring about a conference for the consideration of questions touching Faith 
and Order, and that all Christian communions throughout the world which 
confess our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour be asked to unite with us in 
arranging for and conducting such a conference". 


Behind this decision lay the conviction "that the beginnings of unity are to 
be found in the clear statement and full consideration of those things in 
which we differ, as well as of those things in which we are at one". 


This action of the Episcopal church marks the beginnings of the Faith and 
Order Movement. Its two world conferences, 1927 in Lausanne and 1937 in 
Edinburgh, were significant steps in the emerging dialogue between divided 
Christian traditions on fundamental issues of Christian faith in the 
perspective of visible unity, common witness and service. Though invited, 
the Roman Catholic church saw no possibility for participating, but individual 
theologians of this church already expressed great interest in this new 
movement. 


In 1948, the movements for Life and Work and for Faith and Order came together 
in order to form the World Council of Churches. The tradition and aims of 
the Faith and Order Movement were continued by the Commission on Faith and 
Order within the WCC. It organized world conferences 1952 at Lund and 1963 
at Montreal. 


Through studies like the ones on the nature of the church, intercommunion, the 
goal of unity, scripture and tradition, conciliarity, the unity of the church 
and the unity of humankind, the account of hope and especially on baptism, 
eucharist and ministry (BEM), the commission has’ rendered important 
contributions to convergence in theological thinking and closer fellowship 
between the member churches of the WCC and beyond. Since 1968, the Roman 
Catholic church has been officially represented on the commission. 


At its August 1985 meeting in Stavanger, Norway (EPS 85.08.68), the newly- 
elected Commission on Faith and Order celebrated its 75th birthday. On that 
occasion Bishop Oliver Tomkins, its first executive secretary after 1945, and 
later moderator of its working committee, recalled the work and achievements 
of Faith and Order during the last decades. 


The Fifth World Conference is planned for 1989. It will evaluate the 
reception process of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" and the results of the 
present Faith and Order programmes on “Towards the Common Expression of the 
Apostolic Faith Today" and "The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human 
Community”. 


Seventy-five years - a short period in the history of the church, but also a 
period which has witnessed a profound change in the relationships between 
Christians and churches of different traditions. Faith and Order has been an 
effective instrument of the churches in their quest for visible unity during 
the last 75 years. Encouraged by this history, and the unprecedented wide 
impact of the reception process of BEM, the commission and its Geneva 
secretariat will continue its service - full of hope. 7, BES 


ECUVIEW/John Pobee: “Africa and the WCC (II)" EPS 85.10.73 


[Pobee, a Ghanaian, is an associate director of the theological . education 
programme (PTE) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This iten, 
slightly edited, is excerpted from a 27-page paper he presented for WCC staff 
discussion in order to “paint a general picture of the African context of the 
WCC ministry; describe what the WCC has been doing; and then raise questions 
such as will help introduce some rationality into the marrying of context and 
theology.” The first part appeared as EPS 85.10.51.] 


--- Fourth, Africa is a continent of human beings with eyes, hands, organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions like any other human group. 
Shakespeare's words of the Jews are as much applicable to homo Africanus as 
any other: 


If you prick us, do we not bleed? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? 
If you poison us, do we not die? And if you wrong us, shall we not 


revenge? (Merchant of Venice, Act II, sc.9, line 65) 
We may demur at the note of revenge, as Christians. But as the WCC engages 


Africa, it is not dealing with some interesting curious anthropological pieces 
or cases, some exotic creatures to be pitied or fawned upon; it is dealing 
with peoples, with human beings who also and with us, as Christians believe, 
bear the image and likeness of God. The issue then is the right balance 
between special circumstances of Africans and the sense of what it is to be 
human; the balance between the search for authenticity in Africa and the 
African as an identifiable member of a world of human beings with their own 
identity and integrity. 


This task is made more difficult by the current confusion about what it is to 
be human and the rank individualism of various societies. It also means the 
WCC's role includes helping the local churches to see their own cultures in 
the light of human values, as Christians see them, e.g. the problem of the 
feminization of poverty, etc. 


Advocacy for Africans should not degenerate into special pleading and the 
condoning and legitimizing of sanctifying of wickedness and false human 
values. It is the WCC's role to help constitute a people of God in Africa 
who constitute the critical element, the dynamic, creative independent voice 
in the world, who, so to speak, are plugged into the purposes of God in this 
world. 


Fifth, Africa is the continent where Christianity is growing fastest. It has 
been particularly declared the Christian centre of gravity along with others 
in the South. For precisely that reason what happens in church life on that 
continent is worth caring about. For church life that matters is that church 


life where Christians are. But there are problems of success, e.g. 
inadequate sound institutions and personnel to minister to the people of 
God. "The harvest truly is plenteous but the labourers are few!” 


Another problem of success is the abuse and misuse of religion, especially 
Christian religion, in economic ventures, and in so doing domesticating even 
the faithful so as to disable them to answer the demands of the kingdom in 
everyday life. For example, in South Africa as in Nazi Germany the Christian 
concept of people of God has been bastardized into an anthropological rather 
than a sociological concept so as to erect an iniquitious political system 
which not only treats people like the blacks as things, but also seems to 
criticize God for creating humans of colour cf. the Nazi Volk concept and the 
Volk concept in the Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) and the Nederduitsche 
Hervormde Kerk (NHK). - (over) 


Africa and the WCC/2 


On the other hand, alongisde the story of success stands the other story of 
the churches in minority situations such as in the Gambia or Bukina Faso. A 
random illustration from West Africa (according the 1982 report of the United 
Bible Societies): 


Country African Christianity Islam Others 
Traditional Religions 


Benin 61% 22.9% ibe 254 
Bukina Faso 44.8 10.6 43.0 1.6 
Cameroon 21.6 55.0 22.0 Pra 
Gambia bi IE 0 27%0 84.8 SS 
Ghana 21.4 61.8 L537 pha d 
Guinea 2935 BS2 69.0 = 
Ivory Coast 43.8 31.9 24.0 P| 
Liberia 4S SB 34.8 fos mor Ps Se 
Mali ASTY Sp 80.0 Asi 
Nigeria iG 48.3 45.0 1.0 
Senegal Bu2 Se? 91.0 i 
Sierra Leone 51S 8.9 39.4 2 
Togo ‘Lye te | 3677 YF 20 ey 


Thus in West Africa there are only three countries where Christianity is 
predominant, in Cameroon, Ghana and Nigeria. This fact calls for different 
styles of contribution and recruitment by the WCC in the countries where 
Christianity is in the minority. 


Indeed, even in the minority situation there may be Roman Catholic 
predominance. This surely also makes ecumenism a very urgent task. So that 
a critical test of our operations in a place like Benin is whether our work 
promotes the ecumenism that makes the church a credible reconciler. 


Further, the minority situation may raise issues including the criterion of 
numerical strength for membership of the WCC. On our criteria can the small 
but lively Mission Apostolique in Bukina Faso ever realize its wish to be 
members of the WCC? Alongside the criterion of numbers must be set seriously 
the support that a minority church can receive in a bigger family of 
Christians. Will it be adequate for Mission Apostolique to be only and for 
ever an associate member of the WCC? 


The WCC is trying to engage Africa. It has done a lot in the transfer of 
resources. Tremendous as this ministry is, the question needs to be asked, 
how people are enabled to see the WCC as more than yet another agency with 
loads of funds, to an organism which, in pursuit of its faith in the Lord 
Creator of heaven and earth, is using these acts of mercy and love to preach 
the Christian message. 


How is our agenda different from other organizations? Our politics? Our 
vision of human and world development? Do we see things through God's eyes 
or our own self-interests? Are our analyses according to our likes and 


dislikes? Has the WCC to some extent encouraged ecclesiastical tourism? Can 
it be that some of the invitations and appointments are to keep our friends in 
jobs and keep on being patrons of our friends? 


Do we encourage needs of churches or some to be going all the time? Or 
should we seek ways to distribute the labour? Can the WCC in its style of 
work enable seemingly simple people (who nevertheless may have native wisdom) 
to participate in the work of the WCC? - EPS 


ECUVIEW/"Ecumenical Steps in the FRG" EPS 85.10.74 


[This item is adapted from two items in the September English-language 
bulletin of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), the association of 
regional United, Reformed, and Lutheran denominations in the FRG (West 
Germany) and West Berlin. ] 


Inter-church relations are just like inter-state ones: if mutual understanding 
is to reign, common interests are to grow and inter-denominational peace is to 
be promoted, then learned papers by theologians and journalists are not 
enough. Such a relationship requires personal contacts and human sympathy; 
each side must be able to have confidence in the intentions and actions of the 
partner if ecumenical progress is to be made. 


After the meeting between Hanover Lutheran Bishop D. Eduard Lohse (who chairs 
the EKD council) and Pope John Paul II in Mainz in November 1980, the question 
was raised as to whether the bishop should pay a return visit to the Vatican. 


A chairman of the EKD council had been in Rome once before, when Bishop Otto 
Dibelius met Pope Pius XII to discuss East-West relations and the special 
situation of Berlin. The reaction of the Evangelical sector of the German 
population was very critical at the time. Because Dibelius was aware of this 
mood, he did not attempt to have the EKD council pass an official resolution 
that he should go. It would not have been easy to achieve at that stage. 


A quarter of a century later, the situation was completely different. When 
Bishop Lohse announced his intention at the meeting of the EKD synod in 
Berlin, he was greeted with unanimous approval. The visit was part of a wider 
program, but the Vatican stop was the central focus. There Bishop Lohse met a 
well-informed pope who knew all about the work of the FRG Joint Ecumenical 
Commission, and about the special church situation in West Germany. 


Indeed, it can be said that after turbulent years of progress, the process of 
reconciliation between the Protestant and Catholic churches has entered more 
tranquil waters. Things are moving far too slowly for some people. 


But, after all, life has its own rhythm, and periods of rapid change are 
always followed by periods of consolidation. Anyone who impatiently demands 
progress at such times can jeopardise what has already been achieved. 
Transformation should not be pursued at the cost of identity or vice-versa. 


The Joint Ecumenical Commission has been faced with the problem of trying to 
initiate transformation at a time when the quest for the identity of the 
churches and denominations has been increasing in importance. The commission 
has therefore tried not only to re-examine denominational differences, but 
also to draw public attention to the common ground which has already been 
established. 


This was illustrated in a statement on the great Christian creed of Nicea- 
Constantinople. Both concern for inter-denominational families and, what is 
more important, for the Christian ideal of marriage were expressed in further 
statements issued by the commission. Another study focused on Sundays as an 
essential part of our culture in contrast to the trend towards obliterating 
all differences between holy days and ordinary days. 


There was relatively little reaction from the public to these statements. It 
may be that people expect more decisive action from the churches, or that the 
Christian origins of our culture are taken for granted. - (over) 


FRG ecumenism/2 


In any case, it is clear that public opinion has become largely indifferent to 
religious matters and only reacts to very strong stimuli. The still small 
voice has great difficulty in making itself heard. 


The work which the Joint Ecumenical Commission will soon be bringing to a 
close is not likely to produce great waves of enthusiasm, either. In the 16th 
century, Roman Catholics and Evangelicals pronounced condemnations of the 
teaching and practice of the other which were in¢Luded in their own official 
doctrinal and confessional statements. 


These have not been withdrawn since, and have become fixed in the minds of 
church members as issues which divide the churches. Is the Pope still the 
anti-christ, and the mass "accursed idolatry", or is the Protestant view of 
the justification of man before God “false teaching and lies"? 


Statements laid down in official documents cannot simply be passed over in 
silence or interpreted differently as one pleases. The Joint Ecumenical 
Commission has therefore set itself the task of analysing these passages in 
order to find out how they applied to the church in question at the time, and 
whether they still apply to it today. 


The findings point to the fact that some of the condemnations were based on a 
misunderstanding of the opponent's position. Others no longer apply to the 
modern teachings and practice of the church concerned. 


New insights have been gained on other points, enabling the two sides to reach 
agreement to a large extent. It is now up to the church governing bodies to 
decide whether these statements can still justify the division between the 
churches, and to define the relationship between Catholic and Protestant 
churches today. 


Some people may think of this as just playing theological games. In fact it 
is a matter of great importance; if strong foundations are to be laid for 
ecumenical relations, denominational skeletons in the cupboard have to be 
disposed of first. 


Over centuries of opposition, different religious cultures have developed 
which have an influence on people even in their everyday lives. There are 
still differences between Evangelicals and Roman Catholics as far as a number 
of things are concerned: the relationship with the church community, church 
order, the form and status of church services, the relationship between the 
decision of the individual believer and the joint practice of faith, and the 
role played by the sacraments and the holy scriptures in the life of the 
Christian. 


If the ecumenical movement is to make progress, the causes of such differences 
must be assessed, brought to people's attention, and overcome. The hard work 
of the Joint Ecumenical Commission may help the churches to take an important 
step into the future. 


Of course, the Christians in both major churches will have to be truly willing 
to change and to work for the visible unity of the church. 


When the Joint Ecumenical Commission concludes its work in the autumn, it will 
be the turn of the church governing bodies to act: not only the German 
Catholic Bishops' Conference, but also Rome, not only the Evangelical Church 
in Germany and its member churches, but also the world-wide denominational 
families. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: “Money and the Church” ~ EPS 85.10.75 


[VanElderen is editor of “One World", monthly of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. This item first appeared, in slightly different form, in 
the August/September issue. ] 


Churches all over the world handle money. It comes in from offering bags and 
income on investments. It's spent on buildings and upkeep, on employees' 
salaries, on projects. Using it, most try to be faithful to the gospel, 


Particularly in wealthier countries, churches with significant investment 
portfolios have developed social and ethical criteria for investing their 
money. They judge a corporation's activities according to a variety of 
standards: what it produces (armaments, liquor, and tobacco are often 
considered objectionable), how it hires people, whether it is involved in 
countries where human rights are violated. Some church organizations not only 
try to keep their investments as consistent as possible with such criteria, 
but also use their rights as shareholders to try to influence corporate 
behaviour through resolutions or actions at annual meetings. 


In the US, many of these activities are coordinated through the Interfaith 
Centre on Corporate Responsibility. ICCR works against bank loans to South 
Africa and Chile and against “redlining" by banks (refusing to lend mortgage 
money for real estate in certain parts of cities). More recently, ICCR has 
looked into the role of transnational banks in the foreign debt crises of 
developing countries. Other US church-related organizations have testified 
before congressional committees on the role of the IMF and the World Bank. 


Human rights are similarly on the agenda of the Canadian Taskforce on the 
Churches and Corporate Responsibility (TCCR). When Canadian bank law was 
revised, TCCR made concrete proposals for improving — banks' public 
accountability. It is also active on bank loans to South Africa, Chile and 
Guatemala, and has proposed to the government adoption of basic human rights 
criteria for Canada's votes in the IMF. The Ecumenical Study and Action 
Centre (OSACI) in Amsterdam produces educational material to help church 
organizations develop ethical criteria for participating in economic life and 
analyzes investment portfolios. 


Economic links with South Africa have been high on the ecumenical agenda. The 
World Council of Churches has called for withdrawal of foreign investments 
from South Africa, a halt to bank loans to the government and its agencies and 
comprehensive economic sanctions against the country. The WCC itself divested 
from corporations with interests in the South African economy and has engaged 
in extensive correspondence with banks lending to South Africa. It has 
developed criteria for continued relationships with banks and broken off 
relationships with banks not meeting them. It has also repeatedly criticized 
the IMF for loans to South Africa. 


WCC member churches and church-related agencies in all parts of the world have 
taken similar actions - some of them quite successful. Most major banks in 
North America, including Citibank, the world's largest, and some in Western 
Europe have promised to stop selling South African krugerrands and to refrain 
from extending loans to the South African government, its agencies and in some 
cases South African enterprises in general. 


UK Christian groups have convinced more and more local councils, trade unions 
and enterprises to change their banks, alter their investments and reduce 
trade in South African goods and with firms having substantial South African 
“interests. - (over) 


money & church/2 


The IMF's 1983 loan to South Africa was approved by only 53 _ percent 
affirmative vote of the executive directors, the lowest ever for an approved 
programme. IMF officials clearly believe that another programme would not 
pass. Recent IMF reports on South Africa, while not condemning apartheid as 
such, criticize its economic impact, implying that removal of key apartheid 
provisions would be a precondition for IMF assistance to South Africa. 


Thus it's evident that banks and international financial institutions can be 


influenced to change policies - if not by human rights considerations per se, 
at least by evidence that failure to take them into account will be 
politically and economically’ costly. However, making an impact'- on 


international finance does require persistence over a substantial period of 
time and visible support from significant numbers of people and organizations. 
Ecumenical efforts are likely to be more effective if coordinated with those 
of other voluntary organizations and groups. 


The ecumenical movement has also shared in the long Christian tradition of 
providing material and spiritual assistance to vulnerable groups and poor 


people - a tradition that itself has given evidence of the sins of lack of 
full participation in decisions by the poor. Short-term assistance - which 
may be needed for survival - is clearly an inadequate contribution toward 


development. Thus there is an evolving tradition of solidarity in material and 
personnel as well as in spiritual terms with poor and vulnerable groups in 
their struggles for development. 


Two attempts to create financial instruments along these lines to combat 
poverty, injustice and exclusion are _ the Ecumenical Loan Fund and_ the 
Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society. Churches and _  church-related 
organizations can buy shares of EDCS, and with that capital the society makes 
"soft" loans (low-interest rates, long terms of repayment) to development 
projects. The projects have to be financially feasible and comply with a set 
of ten social criteria*. 


Although its loan terms make EDCS's financial return low compared to “normal” 
investments, the social return is usually much higher. And because each EDCS 
shareholder has one vote regardless of the number of shares held, third world 
churches can have as much voting power as rich churches in the North. EDCS 
and ECLOF are thus part of a worldwide search for alternatives to prevailing 
financial institutions with their narrow concentration on financial criteria 
even at the expense of major social costs. 


*EDCS loan criteria include: That the poor and powerless be the beneficiaries 
participating in indigenous projects/programmes which provide basic needs; ... 
that such persons organized in cooperative efforts be directly engaged in 
operating the project/programme for their own benefit; that the ownership of 
the project/programme resides in these people, and that the structure ensures 
a wide dispersal of benefits and ... joint action in investment, planning and 
management; [that the projects] offer potential for achieving self-sustaining 
activity and growth in reasonable, measurable time frames; that there is a 
clear and specific need for foreign investment and that the terms of such 
investment are beneficial to the parties involved; that over-all development 
strategies be seen in the light of the people and their efforts to attain 
basic human rights within their community and _ nation; [that the 
project/programme is] appropriate and acceptable to a country's foreign 
investment laws as they relate to investment and repatriation of funds, ... 
[and] contributes to the social, economic and political advancement, not only 


to those who are directly engaged in it but also for the larger community 
surrounding it ... — EPS 
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The current (October) issue of the WCC quarterly “International Review of 
Mission” has as its theme “search for interfaith understanding.” Printed with 
the article “Agape: A Christian Criterion for Truth in the Other World 
Religions" (Peggy Starkey) are ten responses, by John Berthrong, Jacques 
Dupuis, S. Wesley Ariarajah, John Hill, Bjdérn Fjarstedt, Geevarghese Mar 
Osthathios, Rose Fernando, S. Israel, John Parry, and Peter K.H. Lee. A copy 
is available to journalists on request to WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The November issue of the WCC monthly "One World” includes articles on Islamic 
law, basic adult education, the anti-torture movement in Chile, peace 
prospects in the Middle East, WCC team visits to Latin America, and a meeting 
in France on development issues. There is also a profile of Sixto Ulloa, a 
Nicaraguan Baptist leader who is also a member of his country's assembly; a 
meditation by South African Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi; and regular 
features - letter from the editor, news in brief, resource roundup, Malachi. 
A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC Middle East secretary, prepared (17 October) a reflection 
on prospects for peace in the Middle East in the wake of last February's joint 
Jordanian-PLO peace initiative, the killing of three Israelis in Cyprus and 
the subsequent Israeli raid on PLO headquarters in Tunis, and the hijacking of 
the Italian cruise ship and its aftermath. "The Danger of Peace” is available 
to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Middle East Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


“Life in All Its Fullness" is the theme of the assembly next March in Mexico 
of the World Student Christian Federation. A copy of a booklet of meditations 
on the theme, from Australia, Canada, GDR, El Salvador, Italy, South Korea, 
and Zimbabwe, is available to journalists on request to WSCF, 27, chemin des 
Créts-de-Pregny, CH-1218 Grand Saconnex, Switzerland. 


Ll 


Global Village” is a documentary (in 25- and 50-minute versions) on the 
effects of satellite radio and tv on village life in India. It is available 
on video cassette and l6mm film. Information on costs and languages is 
available from the World Association for Christian Communication, 122 King's 
Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The Koinonia-Diakonia working group has issued a booklet on the “search for 
new ecumenical understandings and activities in diakonia” (Christian 
service). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Europe 
Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The group is sponsored by Diakonia (World 
Federation of Sisterhoods and Diaconal Associations), International Centre for 
the Diaconate, European Deacons' Conference, and World Council of Churches. 


NEW GUINEA CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
LAUNCHING AWARENESS EFFORT Service 85.10.76 


PORT MORESBY, Papua New Guinea - The Melanesian Council of Churches is 
launching a national awareness campaign. According to a report (6 October) in 
“The Times of Papua New Guinea", it purpose is to bring a “new understanding 
of the church in Papua New Guinea, and of ways of becoming better citizens.” 


Chairperson for the effort is Reinhard Tietze. He said it would try to “make 
people aware of the possibilities of rural development - not just development 
to bring in money, but to develop people. Money has become an idol, but it 
cannot buy life.” 


He said the programme would also seek to reorient the approach of education 
authorities. Now, he observed, “the education system is training people with 


skills for which there are no jobs.” — EPS 

SWISS PROTESTANT FEDERATION Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS ON ASYLUM FOR REFUGEES Service 85.10.77 
BERNE — The council of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland 


(FEPS), which groups Reformed and Methodist jurisdictions, urged (14 October) 
a “humane policy on the right of asylum". It also supported efforts by 
Christians in some extreme cases to prevent the return of asylum seekers to 
their home countries. 


FEPS urged special compassion for asylum seekers who risk being imprisoned, 
tortured or maltreated if sent back, or who, in Switzerland several years and 
integrated into Swiss life, would find it a hardship to be forced to leave. 


FEPS said Christians seeking to stop “unthinkable” expulsions of asylum 
seekers ordered by the authorities do so in the spirit of the Swiss asylum 
law, even if their actions are technically illegal. It asked the authorities 
to take into account the motivation for such conscientious lawbreaking, though 
it did “not approve appeals in favour of illegal actions in general". 


A group of Chileans resisting a federal decision that they must return to 
their country have been seeking sanctuary in a church building in Ziirich. 
They visited the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches seeking 
support for their position, accompanied by FEPS President Jean-Pierre Jornod. 
Ruud van Hoogevest, coordinator of the WCC refugee service, expressed WCC 
support for the FEPS statement. - EPS 


GREEK ORTHODOX HOLD Ecumenical Press 
WORLD HUNGER MEETING Service 85.10.78 


ATHENS - The [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece (CG) convened a. five-day 
conference here (9-13 October) to examine ways to coordinate inter-church 
efforts to alleviate famine in Africa. Archbishop Seraphim, CG primate, 
called for a “universal emergency mobilisation in which the churches can lead 
and rally the world to a crusade of saving the hungry.” Eastern Orthodox 
Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland said hunger is "an identity crisis for 
Christianity. It crushes the sacredness and the personality of human beings.” 


Among other things, the meeting endorsed Seraphim's proposal to convene a 
conference of world church leaders on the hunger issue. 


Current global ecumenical efforts to fight hunger in Africa include the 
Churches' Drought Appeal for Africa. That coalition includes the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, to which the Church of Greece belongs. - EPS 


US BISHOPS REVISE Ecumenical Press 
LETTER ON ECONOMY Service 85.10.79 


WASHINGTON - The Roman Catholic bishops of the US have issued a second draft 
of their proposed pastoral letter on the US economy. According to a report on 
the letter from Religious News Service, it “stands firm in their condemnation 
of the current national levels of. unemployment and poverty”, but is “less 
sharp in tone than the first draft, and contains a new focus on the needs of 
the nation's middle class as well as the poor.” 


Milwaukee Archbishop Rembert Weakland, who chairs the committee of five 
bishops drafting the document, said (6 October) that there was “no backing 
down": on any basic issues. He said "the language has been toned down a bit, 
but the ideas haven't.” 


RNS reported (9 October) the new draft drew “unexpected praise from 
representatives of a coalition of prominent lay Catholics and business leaders 
who had sharply attacked the first draft as hostile to American capitalism", 
and also “drew praise from representatives of liberal and radical wings of the 


church who have been pressing for tough stands." — EPS 
NEPAL AMBASSADOR RESPONDS Ecumenical Press 
TO CHARGES OF INTOLERANCE Service 85.10.80 


LONDON - Nepal's ambassador to the United Kingdom, Ishwardi Raj Pandy, has 
responded to charges by some evangelical groups that Nepal persecutes people 
who change their religion. 


In a letter last month to "The Times" newspaper, Pandy said the country's 
constitution "“lucidly states" that Nepalese may freely practice their 
religion, but "no person shall be entitled to convert another person". He 
said attempts to convert Nepalese, "in other words, ‘rice Christianity", may 
result in the exploitation of ignorance and poverty by unscrupulous methods.” 
In an interview, he called a world-wide letter-writing campaign against the 
Nepalese law "a tactic of Christian terrorism”. 


Some evangelical groups have charged that upwards of 50 Christians in Nepal 
are under arrest for distributing literature and baptizing converts (EPS 
854 Domi / da 


Nepal is a mostly Hindu kingdom in the Himalaya Mountains. Among groups 
working there without reported incident are the United Mission to Nepal (an 
ecumenical agency), and various Roman Catholic religious orders. There are 
about 5500 Christians in a population of more than 14 million.- EPS 


CHURCH OF CHRIST IN Ecumenical Press 
ZAIRE SYNOD MEETS Service 85.10.81 
KINSHASA - “The mission of the church today” was the theme for the eighth 


regular session of the national synod of the [United] Church of Christ in 
Zatre (ECZ), here. The ECZ includes several dozen “communities” of various 
Christian backgrounds, and is one of the three principal groupings of 
Christians in Zatre, with Kimbanguists and Roman Catholics. 


Among other items, the synod focused on diaconal (Christian service) 
activities. It also urged an emphasis on the importance of work, recalling 
the biblical injunction (II Thessalonians 3:10) that those who refuse to work 
are not to be given food. The synod also approved creation of a department on 
“women and the family", and condemned apartheid (race separation with white 
supremacy) in South Africa. — EPS 


UGANDAN BISHOP: POLYGAMY Ecumenical Press 
"ACCOMMODATION' POSSIBLE Service 85.10.82 


KAMPALA (David Musoke) - Christopher Senyonjo, bishop of West Buganda in the 
[Anglican] Church of of Uganda, has urged the church in Africa to 
“realistically see how polygamy can be accommodated". Senyonjo spoke near 
here at a Ugandan Anglican consultation on the indigenisation of Christianity. 


At its meeting last year in Nigeria, the London-based Anglican Consultative 
Council urged the 1988 world conference of Anglican bishops to include the 
polygamy question on its agenda. 


Senyonjo said that although a marriage relationship of one man and one woman 
is the ideal, polygamy is a valid type of marriage in an African context. 


The bishop noted some people strongly oppose polygamy. Many of them, he said, 
are honest folk who want to hold onto traditions, dogmas, canons, and 
teachings of the first missionaries. 


"Some of them, however, have not been willing to face the causes of polygamy", 
he said. They do not have an answer as to what should be done in societies 
where there is great disparity betweem the number of married men and married 
women, he observed. 


In Uganda, he went on, 1980 census figures show 252,000 more females than 
males, [in a population of 13 million]. This figure is likely to have soared 
rapidly due to a number of factors that have tended to reduce the number of 
males since the census was taken, he added. 


“I have talked to some people who believe that the surplus women or men should 
remain celibate", Senyonjo said. "If this was not their wish, what right 


have we to make the decision for them? 


"St Paul advises that it is better to marry than to burn with passion (1 Cor. 
729), he: said. “I am in full agreement with him", he added. 


Senyonjo recalled that marriage in African culture has traditionally been part 


of a communal context, with no couple allowed to live in isolation. The 
couple are part of the community, which takes great interest in them and 
encourages stable marriages. "A great number of marriages in Uganda would 


not succeed without the support of the community”, he observed. 


The bishop noted that an estimated 70 percent of married Ugandan Anglicans are 
not married according to church norms, and are thus officially barred from 
receiving the Lord's Supper. "Yet, the Church of Uganda still considers this 
too hot a potato to be touched", he said. 


Senyonjo said an African communal emphasis combined with polygamy could have 
advantages not offered by other forms of marriage, such as assuring security 
for widows, and averting divorce in case of a woman's barrenness. 


He also observed that “we do not find that monogamy was made a condition for 
acceptance in the church” in Jesus" time. 


However, he hastened to add that all people must be reminded that “monogamy is 
the true marriage according to God and that only in this way can the purpose 
of marriage be reached". - EPS 


BISHOPS APPEAL Ecumenical Press 
ABOUT UGANDA Service 85.10.83 


KAMPALA/NAIROBL (David Musoke/Joseph Ngala) - The bishops of the [Anglican] 
Church of Uganda have appealed to the ruling Military Council to ban politics 
during the 12-month interim period before general elections are held. 


In a memorandum to Tito Okello, the general who is head of state and council 
chairman, on ways and means to foster a peace process in Uganda today, the 
bishops appealed to all Ugandans, and particularly Christians, “to radically 
change their attitudes towards the people of other faiths, political 
affiliations and other tribes in order to live together in peace”. 


Said the bishops: "We, the church leaders, pray for peace. We are very 
tired of destruction and continued hostilities which have robbed our country 
of hundreds of thousands of human lives. The common components which have 
escalated these hostilities are the perversion of innocent and useful human 
and divine elements such as tribal, political and religious identities.” 


The bishops noted “with deep concern" that additional armed men added to “many 
belligerent groups who may take any unfair advantages of the open situation. 
This has increased the fears and anxieties of the war-torn and war-tired 
people.” 


Besides the suspension of political parties, the bishops called for a 
round-table peace conference, revision of the constitution, and a carefully- 
planned programme to resettle displaced persons and returnees. 


The bishops said they are distressed that forces which took power to usher in 
peace and stability had turned to violence and looting in several places. 


They also expressed alarm at widespread victimisation, harassment and 
arbitrary arrests of people on the basis of their political party 
affiliations, religious beliefs, and tribe. 


In a separate statement, the Roman Catholic archbishop of Kampala, Emmanuel 
Cardinal Nsubuga, warned of a “massacre” and a “disaster” if Uganda army 
troops continue to move toward Fort Portal, the headquarters of forces 
fighting the current government, which assumed power in July. 


In his own letter to Okello, Nsubuga voiced “very deep concern about the 
current war situation and the destruction in our country.” 


In Kenya, its president, Daniel arap Moi, who has been chairing peace talks 
involving various Ugandan factions, said at an anniversary celebration of a 
Nairobi congregation that Uganda's rulers must "do everything possible” to end 
the suffering of innoncent people in their country. 


Moi also observed that countries such as Uganda are suffering because leaders 
put their personal needs before those of the country. 


He suggested that church leaders should speak out against injustice and evil, 
but he warned that too much political involvement by church leaders could 
undermine their spiritual credibility. 


About four Ugandans in five are counted as Christians. Most are Anglican or 
Roman Catholic. * There are 20 Anglican and 14 Roman Catholic dioceses in the 
country... = ZPS 


ASIAN CHURCH LEADERS URGE Ecumenical Press 


FRESH PATTERNS OF SHARING Service 85.10.84 
GENEVA (David Devadas) - Asian church representatives have called for fresh 


patterns of sharing between Western and Asian churches, in the context of 
active church involvement in liberation movements in many Asian countries. 


The Asians joined representatives of European and North American church- 
related mission and aid-and-development agencies during "Asia Week" meetings 
(21-30 October) at the World Council of Churches, here. The need for closer 
coordination of the work of the two types of agency was repeatedly emphasized. 


Participants also spoke of the need to support independent action groups 
engaged in liberation movements in Asian countries, but were divided over 
whether such support ought be channelled through local church structures. 


These divergent views found expression in two presentations from Western 
representatives. Gordon Shaw (British Council of Churches) said that for the 
agencies, the local church must be the "primary reference structure overseas". 


However, Lonnie Turnipseed ([US] National Council of Churches) called it 
“appropriate” for Western churches to support action groups involved with 
grassroots work with the poor and oppressed, even if Asian churches, unwilling 
to risk involvement, disagree. 


Shaw said “alternative ways of relating to each other, of demonstrating the 
universality of the church, of sharing resources, can and must be devised.” 
He quoted David Temple's poem, “Development Is Not Our Word": "Can they mean 
it, those Christians in Asia, that development is not on their agenda? 
"Recognition' is their word, recognition of their way of life, their view of 
land and family, their language, their culture." 


Some participants sugested that “to work with integrity overseas" in the 
context of the domination of Asian countries by Western ones, the agencies 
must work for the transformation of Western societies in tandem with efforts 
to transform Asian societies. 


Oh Jae Shik, director of the Ecumenical Centre for Mission Training, Seoul, 
spoke (EPS 85.10.106) of the need to “incorporate compassion into the public 
domain so that an active concern for the poor and oppressed becomes the 
responsibility of the body politic". He warned against "moral technocrats” 
for whom the poor are a burden to be managed. 


He urged church support for an “infrastructure of intermediate groups, such as 
national councils of churches, labour unions, co-operatives and voluntary 
associations, that can create and safeguard a limited forum for public 
dialogue". He also pleaded against the traditional pattern of cooperation 
between Western churches and their Asian counterparts on denominational lines, 
as this strengthens denominational power in Asian churches instead of "the 
development of a public platform in each Asian country". 


In his paper, La Verne D. Mercado, general secretary of the National Council 
of Churches in the Philippines, presented (EPS 85.10.105) an “integral 
theology” combining “human rights ministry" with propagation of the gospel. 
"The church's ministry must not limit itself merely to the salvation of 
souls”, he said, “but must commit itself to the liberation of persons in all 
spheres of their involvement where they experience oppression. In the context 
of authoritarian rule," he said, “we have discovered...that the concern for 
and the affirmation of the human is at the very centre of the message of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ". —- EPS. 


Christian editors' association being formed in India EPS 85.10.85 
MADRAS - An Association of Editors of Christian Periodicals [in India] is to 
be formed following a meeting here (19-23 September) of 48 editors of 
Christian periodicals appearing in 12 languages in nine Indian states. 
Notwithstanding different emphases and audiences, the editors agreed their 
periodicals should reflect concern for the poor, communal harmony, national 
unity, openness to people of other faiths, and ecumenism. Secretary and 
chairman of the committee to set up the association are, respectively, Das 
Babu (editor of the “South India Churchman") and Victor Koilpillai (a senior 
editor with the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, 
Bangalore). — EPS 


Italian Evangelical federation meets EPS 85.10.86 
ROME - The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, which includes 


Baptist, Lutheran, and Waldensian/Methodist representation, is to hold its 
assembly in Sicily (31 October-3 November). Among the assembly's themes are 
the situation of immigrant workers in Italy, particularly from Africa and the 
Middle East. — EPS 


Czechoslovak government minister warns on religion EPS 85.10.87 
PRAGUE - Vladimir Janku, the Czechoslovak government official responsible for 
church affairs, has denounced what he described as a campaign by “reactionary 
centres of the West" to provoke “unease and tension in what they call a 
permanent war between socialist states and the church”. According to a report 
by the Czechoslovak news agency (17 October), Janku also said “a policy of 
confrontation is not part of our socialist state policy”. Church-state 
relations in Czechoslovakia, most of whose Christians are Roman Catholics, 
have been strained in recent years. — EPS 


Greek government proposes to give monastic land to landless EPS 85.10.88 
ATHENS — A draft law published (15 October) by the Greek government would give 
large tracts of land controlled by Eastern Orthodox monasteries to landless 
farmers. The Church of Greece, which receives state aid, has co-operated with 
such land transfers in the past. Drafters of the law said a 1952 law 
projecting state takeover of 80 percent of monastery land had never been 
implemented, and that much of it lies fallow or has squatters living on it. 
The law does not seem to affect the church's urban property. — EPS 


Chilean workers discuss commitments EPS 85.10.89 
PUNTA DE TRALCA, Chile - Rome-based IPS news agency reported (20 October) on a 
national meeting here under Roman Catholic auspices during which Christian 
workers, workers' organizations, and unions discussed their complementary 
commitments to the church and unions. Many reportedly criticized a lack of 
understanding by church leaders of their dual commitment. Participants said 
many workers feel their Christian faith motivates and complements their social 
commitments. — EPS 


France marks edict's revocation BPS’ SS2TUs0 
PARIS - Besides commemorations under church auspices, there have been a 
variety of other exhibitions, films, and conferences, to mark the 300th 
anniversary (18 October) of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, which ended 
religious tolerance proclaimed by King Henry IV in 1598, and ushered in a 
century of persecution of non-Roman Catholics which continued till the eve of 
the French Revolution. One major exhibition is at the National Archives. 
French President Francois Mitterand has used the anniversary to point to 
contemporary examples of religious, racial, and political intolerance. 
Speaking to descendants of Protestants (Huguenots) chased into exile, 
Mitterand said “the dragoons and galleys do not belong to the past, but are 
still with us around the world. ... There is still a frenzied desire to 
exclude and reject minorities." — EPS 


Kenyan YWCA hears about women's frustration EPS,.85.10.91 
NAIROBI - Samwel Gateria, a Presbyterian elder and a senior lecturer in 
psychiatry at the university here, told the annual council meeting of the 
Xenyan YWCA that most married Kenyan women are frustrated because they expect 
too much from their husbands. He said that with more realistic expectations, 
both partners in a marriage would be happier. - EPS 


Study of US RC seminaries focusing on women's role EPS7eoa0n0 292 
SAN FRANCISCO - New York-based Religious News Service reports from here that 
“while the Vatican investigation of US [Roman Catholic] seminaries has not 
been the witch hunt some feared at the start, the probe has made it clear that 


the role of women in the seminaries will be limited.” Of particular concern 
seems to be women who serve as spiritual directors. - EPS 
Row over remark on air hostesses aired at church meeting EPS 85.10.93 


NAIROBI —- Moses Mudavadi, Kenyan government minister for local government, has 
reacted against a remark by another member of parliament, Martin Shikuku, that 
"ugly and elderly air hostesses" employed by Kenya Airways should be fired. 
Speaking during a fund-raising gathering for a 30-million-Kenyan-shilling 
cathedral complex for the Anglican diocese of Maseno South, Mudavadi said God 
wants people of many looks, sizes, tribes, and colors, and they should not be 
discriminated against because some find them “unattractive”. —- EPS 


Brazilian Lutheran leader voices Contadora Group support EPS 85.10.94 
PORTO ALEGRE - President Gottfried Brakemeier of the Evangelical Church of 
Lutheran Confession in Brazil has sent a message of support for the Contadora 
Group, four countries (Mexico, Colombia, Panama, Venezuela) seeking to work 
out a regional peace plan for Central America. = ERS, 


South Africa hangs black poet despite clemency pleas EPS .85.10.95 
JOHANNESBURG - Despite world-wide church and other pleas, South Africa hung 
black poet Benjamin Moloise (18 October). He was convicted of killing a 
police officer, but said his confession was obtained under torture. Among 
pleas for clemency was one (16 October) from Anwar Barkat, director of the 
Program to Combat Racism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. - EPS 


Some disused English church buildings become homes EPS 85.10.96 
LONDON - Reuter news agency reported (1/7 October) that 100 English church 
buildings declared redundant by church authorities have been turned into 
private homes. The agency reported one church dweller said it was “appealing 
because it's a trendy, yet affordable, way to live". In 1969, more than 1000 
of the 17,000 English Anglican church buildings were declared redundant, to 
allow for alternative uses. A spokesperson for the Church Commissioners said 
“most people are glad to see the church at least put to good use. No one 
likes to see a church boarded up and vandalized." Other church buildings have 
become schools, meeting halls, workshops, museums, and sports centres. Under 
guidelines for the conversions, the buildings must continue to look like a 
church, and not be used for any “illegal or immoral” purpose. - EPS 


Anniversary of Polish priest's murder marked EPS 85.10.97 
WARSAW - An estimated 20,000 people gathered at a church here (19 October) to 
mark the first anniversary of the murder by state security men of Jerzy 
Popieluszko, a Roman Catholic priest and supporter of the outlawed Solidarity 
labor organization. ~The previous night, an estimated 6000 people heard Jozef 
Cardinal Glemp, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, implicitly warn against 
undue devotion to Popieluszko. Unlike the priests the next night, Glempf did 
not refer to Popieluszko as a martyr. — EPS 


Joint Dutch Reformed synod meeting delayed EPS 85.10.98 
AMSTERDAM - A combined meeting of the synods of the Netherlands Reformed 
Church and the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, scheduled for 1-2 
November, has been postponed, reportedly to allow further preparatory work is 
needed. The two denominations are taking steps to unite. — EPS 


Mother Teresa being ‘used' by conservatives? EPS 85.10.99 
WASHINGTON - Religious News Service reports (9 October) from here that Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta, who won the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize in connection with her 
work in India with the “poorest of the poor", is “the object of a growing 


underground rumbling of concern that she is being used - willingly or 
unwillingly - to undermine progressive women and social activists within the 
Roman Catholic church.” According to RNS, “the major cause for concern” was 


her appearace last 18 June at a conference sponsored by the conservative 
National Catholic Coalition. Speakers at the conference “emphasized passive 
roles for women". — EPS 


US RC bishops criticize Nicaragua state of emergency EPS 85.10.100 
WASHINGTON - The conference of US Roman Catholic bishops says the declaration 
of a state of emergency by Nicaragua this month “goes too far". The 
conference has been critical of US aid to groups fighting the government 
there. Nicaragua's Roman Catholic bishops have increasingly been at odds with 
the government, which came to power in 1979. However, some sectors of the 
church are supportive, and some Roman Catholic priests continue in their 
government posts, against Vatican advice. — EPS 


Lebanese Baptists launching radio station EPS 85.10.101 
BEIRUT - The Lebanese Baptist Convention has announced plans to begin FM 
stereo broadcasting. Its new station would join about three dozen radio 
stations in the Beirut area. — EPS 


Congregation gives 1.85 million US$ EPS 85.10.102 
DALLAS - Marking Pastor W.A. Criswell's 41st anniversary at First Baptist 
church, here, the congregation gave 1.85 million US dollars during Sunday 
worship (6 October). The congregation's annual budget is 11.2 million dollars 
sckRS 


India tells five RC missionaries to leave EPS (85.10.1035 
NEW DELHI - India has told five Roman Catholic missionaries in the diocese of 
Ambikapur to leave the country. They were the last overseas missionaries in 
the diocese. Bhopal Archbishop Eugene D'Souza said relations between 
Christians and the numerically-dominant Hindus in Madhya Pradesh _ state 
"soured" after an official commission criticized missionaries’ work. The 
archbishop said Hindu fears that Christianity would one day “wipe out” their 
religion by conversion of Hindus is “without foundation". He also said the 
church would curb conversion activities which violate "law and order”. — EPS 


Hong Kong Christian Council plans mission consultation EPS 85.10.104 
HONG KONG - The Hong Kong Christian Council is planning a mission consultation 
late this year or early next. On its agenda are implications of the changed 
political situation, now that the UK and China have agreed that sovereignty 
and administrative authority over Hong Kong will revert to China in 1997. At 
the same time, Hong Kong is to have self-rule and a high degree of autonomy. 
The consultation is also to evaluate work on five HKCC mission priorities 
chosen at the beginning of the decade - evangelism among low-income people, 
ministries to students, relationship with the church in China, participation 
in the shaping of public policies, and influencing social values. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/La Verne D. Mercado: "Ministering in the Philippines” EPS 85.10.105 


[Mercado is general secretary of the National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines. This item is excerpted from a presentation to Asia secretaries 
of church mission and development agencies, meeting at the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva, 21-22 October. ] 


The finality of our allegiance to Christ and the relativity of our allegiance 
to the present political powers had meant for us ..., first of all, that ... 
idolatry, not atheism, not materialism, is the primary counterpoint of 
faith. By idolatry, we do mot mean the worship of graven images but the 
false claims of the political powers by which they seek and impose an 
uncritical and unconditional allegiance from their people and by which they 
assume that their people are responsible to them rather than they to their 
people. 


A basically-critical outlook geared towards the false claims of a self- 
propagating and self-perpetuating government is for us a crucial part of 
affirming the Lordship of Christ. In this sense, to be a Christian and to 
believe in Christ becomes an indelibly and inevitably political matter. 


Theology in this context takes om a basically unmasking quality. It lays 
bare the pretentious claims of the political powers. It poses the question 
to us and to the rest of our society: who really is your God and to whom do 
you give final allegiance? It seeks to delineate for us, as believers, the 
meaning of our allegiance to Christ and the action that that entails in the 
face of idolatrous claims of our political institutions and their leaders. 


Theology, finally, must take upon itself the task of formulating ideas and 
making proposals that irritate and debunk the prevailing political powers and 
go against the drift of prevailing notions. Theology, in short must become 
protest. : 


Affirmation of the finality and singularity of the Lordship of Christ over the 
whole of life as a result has also meant for us the affirmation of the 
sovereignty of the people and the commitment to the struggle for the building 
of authentic democratic institutions and structures of economic, social and 
political life..... 


The singular lordship of Christ ... means that everyone is equally lord in the 
running of the common social and political life, so that no one becomes the 
one Lord before whom everyone else must bow and simply be obedient. 


This has meant for many Christians the questioning and dissent against the 
structures, systems and policies of “one-man rule", the active participation 
and involvement in various forms of protests and non-cooperation to 
established political ways, the active affirmation and support for basic human 
rights and wilful solidarity with those who are victimized by the oppression 
of the present social and political dispensation. 


This has meant, too, the sacrifice of much time and effort, of lives and limbs 
and of the incarceration and torture of bodies. Tt. isin. such .,acts., oF 
obedience that, we have come to realize, our discipleship must be expressed 
and our witness to the gospel is expressed. 


Our commitment to the lordship of Christ has meant, finally, a greater 
sensitivity to the root causes of our social and political predicament and the 
freedom to look for alternatives to the present systems of social and economic 
life that pervade and govern our society. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Oh Jae Shik: ''The Politics of Compassion" EPS 85.10.106 


[Oh directs the Ecumenical Centre for Mission Training of the National Council 
of Churches - [South] Korea. This item is excerpted from a presentation to 
Asia secretaries of church mission and development agencies, meeting at the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva, 21-22 October. ] 


Compassion and the Christian modes of sharing have been challenged by the 
pre-eminence of rationalism, especially scientific rationalism, in political 
and economic spheres. There is no doubt that rational reasoning has helped 
people to liberate themselves from feudalistic and authoritarian systems, and 
that the rational arrangement of political, economic and social systems in 
Asia must be enhanced. 


However, the so-called scientific rationalism, which is exemplified by the 
increasing power of technocrats responsible for managing political and 
economic affairs in many Asian nations, is posing a serious challenge to the 
church. Rationality itself has become a value and therefore the rational 
approach carries with it authority and legitimacy for those who employ it for 
their own purposes. 


Moreover, the influence of rationalism is so pervasive that the legitimacy of 
a system is now derived from its capacity to produce an abundance of material 
goods and operate efficiently rather than from its ability to ensure justice 
and provide moral inspiration to the people. 


Rationalism also tends to judge people according to what they can contribute 
to the production process. The poor and oppressed are seen as having less 
value because they are not as productive as other people and, from the 
standpoint of a rationalist approach, their behaviour is often irrational and 
illogical. Thus, the technocrat considers the poor as non-entities or as a 
burden to be managed through social planning. ... 


Rationalism is also the basis for the expansion of military capabilities and 


capitalistic economic growth strategies. Genuine security, justice and 
morality cannot be measured in technical terms; thus, these concepts are not 
taken into consideration by decision-makers. The technocrats and the very 


logic of capitalism are bereft of morality and spiritual concerns. 


The trend towards rationalism has been accompanied by the increasing 
secularization of society. ... This debate has helped to liberate our thinking 
and has forced to abandon antiquated notions of idols and demons. But as we 
expose the sacred and mythical to the scientific approach we have lost 
something more valuable than superstition. 


The replacement of religious symbols with fancy furniture in the church is the 
manifestation of a process that is occurring in the inner sanctuary of our 
minds and souls. When the mind is concerned only with tangible, comprehensible 
material objects the spirituality and holy centre of the soul are diminished. 


Religion comes to be dominated by the material symbols of glitter and gold and 
television evangelistics with their multi-million dollar empires become our 
spiritual guides. Even the language of religion comes to emphasize the 
material over the spiritual and seeks to anaesthetize rather than focus the 
mind on pain, suffering and our own inner struggles. 


The sanctuary of holiness in our lives is bombarded with messages to compete, 
accumulate, consume and succeed. When religion fails to refill it, our 
reservoir of compassion dries up. A new kind of politics may therefore be 
necessary if we are to regain what we have lost. — “RES 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "Search for Interfaith Understanding" EPS 85.10.107 


[Stockwell directs the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from his 
editorial in the October issue of the WCC quarterly “International Review of 
Mission”. ] 


God must be quite amused - even intrigued - by the discussions within the 
world Christian community regarding how we Christians should relate to persons 
and communities of other faiths, those we rather parochially call "non- 
Christians”. After all, God created the whole human family, not just the 
Christian part of it, and presumably God thought it a good idea that all parts 
of that family should live together in harmony. 


Some Christians believe that that harmony comes about when all “non- 
Christians" become Christian, like us. Such a view facilitates a clear and 
simple theology: there is only one name under which all persons will be 
saved, the name of Jesus Christ, so the sooner all humanity understands and 
accepts that one route to salvation the better all will be and God's purposes 
for the human community will be accomplished. 


Other Christians are willing to live with considerably more ambiguity in faith 
and life, convinced that simplicity is less of a virtue than many might 
imagine. They are willing to search for what Dr Kosuke Koyama of Japan, in a 
recent address to the Scottish Student Christian Movement's celebration of the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the 1910 Edinburgh Conference, defined as 
“painful vulnerability” in Christian life and thought. 


It is comforting for those of us who call ourselves Christians to insist that 
everyone else should sooner or later join the Christian fold, as we understand 
it, but contemporary experience in the relations between Christianity and 
other major faiths and religions does not offer much hope that’ that 
development will take place. 


Indeed, part of our “painful vulnerability" may suggest that beyond our 
limited understandings of faith and the will of God (and we must grant that 
our understandings are in truth limited) there are vistas of comprehension 
that currently escape our grasp. 


If anything in this universe is true, it surely is that we human beings do not 
encompass truth in all its fulness at this moment. What, we must wonder, 
does God really hold in store for us beyond our present knowledge and faith? 


... For some, this discussion will be a bit unsettling. They might say, “If 
Jesus Christ is the full revelation of God on earth, why fret about the truth 
and meaning within other religions, for after all the 'finality of Christ' is 
indeed final, and we know what that means, and others would do well to accept 
Asset: 


There is certainly a strong stream within Christian theological thought that 
takes such a position, articulated in many different ways. There are moments 
when I, for one, am tempted to take exactly that position. Who am I, after 
all, to question the “finality of Jesus Christ”? Who am I to inquire whether 
beyond the name of Jesus Christ there is some other name - Mohammed? Buddha? - 
in which there is ultimate salvation? 


But my problem is that I have to explain whether the finality of Jesus Christ 
has anything to do within the faiths of others who articulate and explain 
‘their faith without ever using the name of Jesus Christ. - (over) 


interfaith understanding/2 


Is there a Christ incognito in Shinto, or Hinduism, or Islam? A strange 
question indeed, particularly to a “non-Christian”. ... 


Within the World Council of Churches ... about a decade-and-a-half ago, it 
seemed right, even unavoidable, that the concern for dialogue with other 
faiths should not be subsumed under the ongoing concern for mission. 


The word mission had, and still has for many, the connotation of trying to 
convert those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord to such an overt 
acknowledgement. The word dialogue conveyed to many a greater openness, a 
willingness to meet fellow human beings on their own terms without trying to 
press them towards beliefs that we might hold dear but which to them would 
seem strange, even offensive. ... 


There is no point in posing a great antagonism between dialogue and mission. 
At times it appears as though adversaries on both sides would relish such a 
confrontation. What too many seem to miss is that there is a great deal of 
convergence on both sides. 


If one compares the Guidelines on Dialogue approved in 1979 by the WCC and the 
Mission and Evangelism: An Ecumenical Affirmation approved by the 1982 WCC 
Central Committee, there is much harmony between the two statements and not 
such an irreconcilable opposition as some might expect to find. 


After all, the Christians most interested in dialogue remain Christians, 
committed to Jesus Christ as the Lord of all, and those who focus on mission 
in the name of Jesus Christ are quite willing to say, as the Ecumenical 
Affirmation has it, that “The Word is at work in every human life” and "True 
witness follows Jesus Christ in respecting and affirming the uniqueness and 
freedom of others”. ... 


One of the thought-provoking exercises, that may in the long run be the most 
fruitful for Christians in their consideration of other great religions, is to 

explore the real substance and meaning of our Christian faith as we experience 
it in our cultural context. There is something of a threat in such an 

exploration for those of us who feel we are “sure” of our faith, or want to be 
sure”. 


Is the ground of our being moving under us to such a degree that relativity 
reigns, faith is menaced at its core? It is useful to bring to mind once and 
again that “our faith” is ultimately subject to what the Holy Spirit may wish 
to do in our lives and thinking, and that the Spirit has a freedom that we 
have no business trying to box in with our particularities and _ our 
“certainties”. 


Just imagine, if you will, that suddenly, to our great surprise and dismay, 
the Holy Spirit might indicate that what we “know” to be true is somewhat less 
than perfect knowledge. Can we live with that? And if not, are we the ones 
to determine what the Spirit should decide, or vice-versa? ... 


The openness to ... new revelation, which all of us believe is surely in 
harmony with the supreme revelation already before us in Jesus Christ, is 
something to which we aspire and for which we yearn. 


In the hope that such may be your experience across these pages, we offer a 
contribution to the continuing pilgrimage of faith that seeks out paths of 
loving understanding within, and beyond, the Christian family. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Koson Srisang: "Tourism as a Theological Problem" EPS 85.10.108 


[Srisang is on the staff of the Bangkok-based Ecumenical Coalition on Third 
World Tourism, from whose quarterly, “Contours”, this item is excerpted. ] 


.-. It seems obvious enough to see the economic, cultural and political 
dimensions of the issue of tourism, ... but what, really, is theological about 
it? Are we sure that this “theological talk" on tourism is not just another 
fad? And if tourism is a major theological issue, how on earth would one 
handle it? What are some of the basic points of discussion? ... 


The motive of journey in search of something truly valuable and eternal is 
quite clear. And this search does not stop until the final liberating 
discovery. And that which is worth discovering, finally, is the truth, which 
is good for both the searcher and the community. ... This truth must be 
sought. In human history, such a search is called a pilgrimage - a human 
journey in search of the holy. 


What does this pilgrimage have to do with tourism? It has been noted ... 
that “modern tourism is not a pilgrimage. The pilgrim treads sensitively on 
the holy ground; the tourist tramples on sacred sites and photographs their 
remnants. The pilgrim travels with humility and patience; the tourist with 
arrogance and in haste.” 


Moreover, modern tourism is so organized as to insulate traveller and host 
from meeting God in each other. Tourists are largely encouraged to take a 
holiday from God. As a consequence, as already noted, modern tourism has 
wrought more havoc than good to the people involved, especially those in the 
third-world host countries. 


In the biblical tradition, ... "the road is the symbol of religious discovery 
...- To travel a new road is always to expose one's own life to the unexpected 
and the holy ... On the road we discover the human face of the stranger and 
meet our own stranger within.” ... Modern tourism as it exists has reached a 
dangerous degree of perversion of the true meaning of travel, let alone 
pilgrimage. In this sense, tourism is a spiritual issue, and therefore 


theological as well. ... 


In his penetrating analysis, [Bernardo] Avalos begins with a distinction among 


rest, free time, leisure, vacation and tourism. For him, leisure encompasses 
rest and free time, and as such it contains two dimensions: “compensatory” 
and “emancipatory” interests and needs, which are inherently somewhat 


self-contradictory. To be authentic requires a proper juxtaposition. 


But modern tourism, as industrial planning, has exploited the compensatory 
needs of the entire population at the expense of emancipatory interests. 
This situation must be corrected in order to "salvage" tourism. 


Avalos' sociological analysis opens the way for the concept of pilgrimage, 
which he did not mention. For from a theological perspective, pilgrimage and 
discovery of the truth is the source of liberation. ... 


[On the theological agenda for the Coalition on Third World Tourism is] (a) a 
fuller statement on the symbol of "road, travel, journey, pilgrimage” 
especially from the biblical and other major religious traditions; (b) the 
meaning and importance of “meeting God" in the other, the stranger, especially 
those in the periphery, the poor; (c) authentic tourism as a dialogue of 
cultures; (d) towards a strategy of action in ecumenical solidarity; (e) 
struggle for liberating tourism as part of the search for a _é just, 
participatory and sustainable society. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Russell Rollason: “East Timor and the Church" EPS 85.10.109 


[Rollason is executive director of the Australian Council for Overseas Aid. 
He attended the assembly earlier this year of the Christian Conference of 
Asia, at which discussion of the East Timor situation prompted a decision by 
Indonesian church representatives to withdraw from all CCA committees for the 
next “five> years (EPS, .'S5.07,, 26) «2 Since the mid-1970s, the area, once 
Portuguese, has been under Indonesian control. Opponents of Indonesian 
control accuse it of wide-ranging violations of human rights there. ] 


--- In a clear and substantial statement to the assembly, Indonesian 
theologian the Rev. Dr Eka Darmaputera spelt out the Indonesian churches’ 
understanding of their relationship with the state. ut is. .within+sthe 
context of the Pancasila, (the national ideology of Indonesia) the churches in 
Indonesia have developed their theological understanding ...", he said. 


Dr Darmaputera agreed that the churches sought compromise to avoid conflicts 
and to promote harmony because it “is reconciliation which we need the most, 
not confrontation”. But the churches would not avoid conflict at any price 
he assured the assembly. 


“If you say that the churches in Indonesia are compromistic because we are 
trying hard to maintain good relations with the government, then we must say: 
yes, we are compromists. But what's wrong with that? It is our government, 
Tsn it Fit? Why should we treat it with prejudice? Don't we have to maintain 
good relations with all parts of our community?", he said. Dr Darmaputera 
agreed there was a danger of being too close to the power structure and not 
close to the people we serve. “But with God's help, we never went too far, 
and we never will", he said. 


The extent to which the Communion of Churches in Indonesia (PGI) are committed 
to their government's position on East Timor was spelt out by Dr Bert Supit 
when he read a prepared statement to the assembly: 


"The PGI stands for ending of confrontation and solving social problems and 
reconciliation of families, clans and people. But this can only occur in the 
framework of the constitution of the Republic of Indonesia where diversity can 


be preserved within the unity of one nation.” ... 


But the issue of East Timor not only challenges church/state relations, it 
also challenges ecumenical relations. The Catholic church in East Timor is 
“walking with the people” and “looks to the international church for support 
in its lonely and difficult struggle to be faithful - both to the gospel and 
its people”. Can the Pancasila theology of the Protestant churches in 
Indonesia, accommodate this appeal for solidarity from brothers and sisters in 
the Catholic church in East Timor? 


Over the waters in Irian Jaya [another part of Indonesia], pastors and lay 
people alike in the Protestant and Catholic churches of the former Dutch 
colony, privately acknowledge their support for the independence movement - 
OPM. Such attitudes in the outlying areas of Indonesia beg the question: 
“Is the Pancasila theology a Jakarta theology?” 


The withdrawal of the Indonesian churches from the decision-making process of 
the Christian Conference of Asia, adds to the importance of the forthcoming 
Australian Council of Churches, Melanesian Council of Churches (PNG) and PGI 
talks in Bali. It is one of the few opportunities for continuing discussion 
by the Protestant churches about the situation in East Timor and Irian Jaya. 
In the light of the CCA assembly discussion, the proposed theme of the meeting 
“Towards 2000: Church and State" is appropriate and timely. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Donald Gibson: “Ecumenical Problems in Rural Australia” EPS 85.10.110 


[Gibson is rector of Shepparton in the Australian Anglican diocese of 
Wangaratta. This item is excerpted from a paper he presented to the ecumenism 
commission of the Victorian Council of Churches. Victoria is one of 
Australia's states. The text appeared in the Australian Anglican weekly 
“Church Scene” (14 June). ] 


1. Most of the church councils represented here tonight are in reasonable 
proximity one to another and therefore it is possible for your group to be 
represented this evening at a function organised for the Victorian Council of 
Churches. 


It is obviously not possible for many church councils or inter-church bodies 
from more remote country areas to be present on a Tuesday evening at 5.30 pm. 
The problem is the “tyranny of distance”. Persons cannot be expected to 
travel hundreds of kilometres to be present. Maybe some of them would make 
that effort for a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, but the distance travelled 
would still be a factor. 


I use this only as an illustration because the tyranny of distance is still a 
factor that confronts programmes for ecumenism in the country. 


Country towns developed from their inception in relation to particular work 
factors. The possibility of being able to reach one town from another by road 
was never a planned part of the development. It was not an outside suburban 
sprawl but a scattered, unrelated development that affected and still affects 
the clergy who in most cases divide their time between many small communities. 


It is because the local problems of their own community are sufficiently 
demanding of their concern, that the added problem of the time consumed in 
physically travelling from one centre to another leaves little opportunity to 
be even aware of the problems of their neighbouring denomination. 


2. Another factor has been the historic development of "dominant 
denominations" in some towns and areas. Killarney in the western district, 
Dookie in northern Victoria have been’ predominantly Roman Catholic 
settlements. Zeerust in the central north had a Wesleyan foundation, while 
Tarraville in South Gippsland was solidly Anglican. 


In such settlements there is no need to be ecumenical because there is no 
other church denomination present. 


3. Many of those who settled in the country did so in a manner that reflects 
an "isolation by choice”. They chose the separation which brought a 
consequent family solidarity and self-reliance. Amongst devout Christian 
families their religion was centred in their homes. Public worship meant a 
long drive either once a month or at most fortnightly, depending on the 
availability of ministry. 


4. There was often a “pronounced indifference” to what was happening in other 
denominations whose places of worship they passed on the way to their own. An 
indifference matched not so much with contempt or lack of goodwill but born of 
a personal necessity to keep grandfather's church going. 


5. While problems of “non literacy” are general today in the whole community, 
they are a particularly-significant factor with the rural farming community 
who by force of tiredness and incapacity do not engage themselves in any 
serious reading. - (over) 


ecumenism/2 


6. The “different structural areas" of co-ordination and operation of our 
different denominations which bear no geographic relation one to another is 
another confounding circumstance in the country. The Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Sandhurst overlaps the two Anglican Dioceses of Wangaratta and Bendigo. 


On a smaller scale the Goulburn Valley Presbytery of the Uniting Church bears 
little relationship in area to the Anglican deanery or the archdiaconal area. 
There is a consequent escalation of the problems of officially obtaining local 
co-operation. 


To highlight this problem I would introduce you to the town of Mooroopna which 
is divided only by a river from the city of Shepparton. However, for the 
Anglicans, Mooroopna is in the Diocese of Bendigo, and the Diocese of 
Sandhurst for the Roman Catholics, while Shepparton is in the Diocese of 
Wangaratta. Alas denominational boundaries around that river often prevent 
the obtaining of approval from the required denominational authorities. 


7. “Pan Protestant Alliances” unfortunately often present problems where 
fundamentalist reasonings have become an obstacle, not to mention the constant 
raiding of the old bogey of “communist infiltration” - as it is applied to 
“the enemy" namely the VCC. 


This can result in some towns having a "Ministers' Fraternal" that only 
represents 38 percent of the worshipping community and a “Council of Churches" 
representing the other 62 percent of the worshipping community - the 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics, the Uniting Church, and the Orthodox. Regrettably 
real animosities may develop between the two groups. 


8. The presence of “large ethnic groups” is both a challenge and an ecumenical 
hazard in many country towns. To use Shepparton again as an illustration, it 
must be comprehended that only 46 percent of the total population of around 
30,000 are of Anglo-Saxon origin. The majority of the population come from 
Italy, Greece, Macedonia, Holland, Albania, Turkey, the Ukraine and Asia. 


We are one of the few country Victoria towns to have a mosque. There are 
traditional enmities between many of these people. Polarisation of feelings 
and identity on the sports ground is by no means limited to manifestations of 
British visits to Europe. They happen in our country towns right now. 


Religious disagreements spill over into other avenues of life. This is most 
conspicuous at the present time in Shepparton between the Orthodox groups. 
While there are sprinklings of Russian Orthodox and Serbian Orthodox in 
Shepparton, the main protagonists are the Greek Orthodox and the Macedonian 
Orthodox who are approximately equal in numbers. 


Prior to the building of a local Greek Orthodox church in Shepparton, both 
groups were ministered to pastorally by the Anglican Church. The Macedonian 
Orthodox continue as a separate congregation within the Anglican parish as 
they have done for over 30 years. As the Anglican Church has traditional 
links with both groups there are developing problems which involve the 
recognition of both baptismal and marriage rites of the Anglican Church. 


The one thing we cannot do is enter into any debate over canonical order. 

To do so would completely shatter all our  ecumenically-established 
relationships ... They are particular problems belonging to particular 
denominations and for others to step into them would be to put a foot out of 
place, yet we must seek to extend the right hand of fellowship to all 
practising Christians irrespective of their own internal differences. ... ~ ERS 


ECUTEXT: ''Inter-Religious Position Paper on the 'Crisis of Work'” EPS 85.10.111 


[This item is the penultimate section of a position paper which emerged from a 
meeting in Cleveland last December of 600 Christian and Jewish religious and 
community leaders from a dozen denominations in nine US states in the Great 
Lakes and Appalachian regions. Chaired by Anglican Bishop John Burt, the 
meeting theme was the spiritual and economic crisis of work. The full text 
appears in the July issue of "Grapevine", newsletter of the Joint Strategy and 
Action Committee, 475 Riverside Drive (450), New York, NY 10115, USA. ] 


Embodying the biblical vision in a far more complex social context is not 
simple. But neither can it be ignored by communities of faith who live out 
of the biblical story. We are called to see the basic values that shape the 
biblical vision and translate those values into principles that can help us 
make judgments about our existing situation and about proposed alternatives. 
Among the principles that can help churches and synagogues move towards the 
biblical vision are the following: 


(1) Community is primary; and profit is secondary. The latter is a means to 
building community, not an end in itself. 


(2) The primary goal of an economic policy should be to afford a basis for 
meaningful and sustaining work for all in stable communities. 


(3) All persons, whether part of the job market or not, should be assured the 
dignity and economic resources needed to be full participants in the community. 


(4) Communities and workers have a right and an obligation to participate 
meaningfully in economic decisions that shape the character of productive work 
and the quality of life in their community. 


(5) In a world of vast imbalances of power, churches and synagogues must give 
priority to empowering workers and the poor so that they are fully heard and 
their interests are fully represented. 


(6) The quality of life for workers, their families and communities must have 
priority over the interests of investments and corporate management as implied 
in Pope John Paul II's concept of “the priority of labour over capital”. 


(7) The right to organize must be affirmed. Unions are a principal means of 
protecting and promoting the rights of workers. The ability of unions to 
facilitate worker participation in the decisions of economic life, from shop 
floor to board room, needs to be recognized and strengthened. 


(8) Public policies should be developed and supported that limit and slow 
radical transfers of jobs out of a community. 


(9) The churches and synagogues, because of the transnational character of 
their traditions and institutions, should facilitate international solidarity 
among workers and communities that can begin to. match the power of the 
transnational corporations. 


(10) Governments, churches and synagogues, unions and corporations, should 
enable, through laws and capital investment, new forms of economic development 
that build stable, participatory communities, including forms of worker and 
community ownership. 


(11) Economic policies should be judged by their long-term, not short-tern, 
effects, both on the quality of life for workers and their communities and on 
long-term productivity as a resource for a just community. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Statement of Korean Churches on Current Situation” EPS 85.10.112 


{This text, dated 30 July, is signed by Moderator Park Jong Yul, Presbyterian 
Church of Korea; Bishop Kim Bong Ryok, Methodist Church of Korea; Moderator 
Lee Young Chan, Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea; Territorial 
Commander Robert Rightmire, Salvation Army in Korea; Bishop Kim Sung Soo, 
Anglican Church of Korea; Moderator. Huh Jung, Korean Evangelical Church; and 
Chairman Kim Yoon Shik, National Council of Churches in Korea. ] 


.-. Although the collection of materials currently arousing much public 
attention, entitled “The Historical Perspective from the Minjung Movement of 
the Kwangju People's Uprising", is written in a rough and unsophisticated 
style, it must be seen as an effort rooted in the initiative of the students 
to discover the historical meaning of the life of the minjung (common people) 
today. Moreover, today, when there is no other work which enlightens us about 
the modern history of the Korean people and no truthful historical analysis, 
it is rash and unfortunate for the government to react to the students’ 
initiative by applying the National Security Law rather than with discussion 
and careful examination. 


Thus we urge the government to show a deeper and broader understanding of the 
students than that shown by the handling of the Sammintu incident. If the 
government insists on viewing the National Student Union and the Sammintu 
incidents as isolated events involving only a minority of the student body, 
then it seriously underestimates the situation. The student leaders are the 
elected representatives of their universities. Thus, all students, in effect, 
become violators of the National Security Law. We believe that the resolution 
of the urgent problems affecting the farms, factories and campuses requires 
bold policy reforms and not indiscriminate government repression and arrests. 


During the Syngman Rhee regime and the early years of the Park Chung Hee 
regime there was constant talk of “liberating” North Korea by force. These 
days peaceful unification is the official policy. But the continual shifts in 
government policy have precluded the development of a stable national ideology 
and a fixed historical viewpoint. The university intellectuals have tried to 
fill the need for a coherent framework for understanding the unification and 
democratization issues but the ideology they offered was rather confused and 
unfamiliar to the people. 


Unfortunately, the students' ideas have caused some anxiety among those who do 
not completely understand them. Nevertheless, we should not abandon the hope 
that instead of posing a danger to society this kind of critical tradition and 
intellectual enterprise can provide momentum for national development. We 
must encourage the creativity and participation of the young generation in the 
great tasks of achieving the reunification of our motherland, democracy and 
the welfare of the _ people. The church and government also have a 
responsibility to love and guide those who are suffering for our motherland. 


We fully understand the fervour and passion of the students and youth who are 
seeking to realize a just society amidst today's gloomy reality. At the same 
time, we need to nurture in the young generation the statesmanship that is 
essential for our nation's future. We appeal to the students and youth: as 
future leaders of our nation, choose the path of dignity, rationality and 
level-headedness and do not resort to impatient and extreme measures. 


Jesus Christ said, “If you hate ome another, take heed that you are not 
consumed by one another". The ruling and opposition parties, labour and 
Management, professors and students, urban and rural dwellers, and _ the 
government and all of the people must work towards unity and reconciliation 
under the banner of the great national theme of reunification. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (52/40) 


EPS deadlines in November (all times 7h00 GMT) are Friday, 1; Thursday, 14; 
Wednesday, 20; and Tuesday, 26. a 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. -Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


Two documents (approximately 600 words each) are available on request to EPS: 
“Police Brutality in South Africa" was prepared by Cecile de Sweemer, 
associate director of the WCC Christian Medical Commission. 
"The Salvadoran Army Invades a Refugee Camp in Honduras” (in French), 
appeared in SOEPI, French-language counterpart to EPS. Additional material 
(in English) on the incident is also available. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has prepared a “staus report on 
emergency situation in Africa” (21 October). A copy is available to 


journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Crossing Boundaries: Stories from the Frontier Internship in Mission Programme, 
is a collection of stories of ecumenical encounters and of the changing 
frontiers of Christian mission, compiled by Kathleen Todd to mark the 25th 
anniversary of Geneva-based Frontier Internship in Mission. Number 5 in the 
WCC Mission series, the book is available from WCC/Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. It costs 9.50 Swiss francs, 4.75 US dollars, or 3.25 UK 
pounds. 


Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC Middle East secretary, prepared (17 October) a reflection 
on prospects for peace in the Middle East in the wake of last February's joint 
Jordanian-PLO peace initiative, the killing of three Israelis in Cyprus and 
the subsequent Israeli raid on PLO headquarters in Tunis, and the hijacking of 
the Italian cruise ship and its aftermath. "The Danger of Peace” is available 
to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Middle East Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


"Life in All Its Fullness" is the theme of the assembly next March in Mexico 
of the World Student Christian Federation. A copy of a booklet of meditations 
on the theme, from Australia, Canada, GDR, El Salvador, Italy, South Korea, 
and Zimbabwe, is available to journalists on request to WSCF, 27, chemin des 
Créts-de-Pregny, CH-1218 Grand Saconnex, Switzerland. 


"Global Village” is a documentary (in 25- and 50-minute versions) on the 
effects of satellite radio and tv on village life in India. It is available 
on video cassette and 16mm film. Information on costs and languages is 
available from the World Association for Christian Communication, 122 King's 
Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The Koinonia-Diakonia working group has issued a booklet on the “search for 
new ecumenical understandings and activities in  diakonia" (Christian 
service). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Europe 
Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The group is sponsored by Diakonia (World 
Federation of Sisterhoods and Diaconal Associations), International Centre for 
the Diaconate, European Deacons' Conference, and World Council of Churches. 


PHILIPPINE BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
CONDEMN ARMY ACTION Service 85.11.01 


QUEZON CITY, Philippines - In a letter (16 October) to Juan Ponce Enrile, 
national defence minister of the Philippines, bishops of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines vigorously condemn an:army raid (25 September) on 
the UCCP compound in Mangagoy, Surigao del Sur. The nine soldiers, the 
bishops say, “ransacked the offices of the church, and bodily searched some 
300 farmers who sought refuge in the compound after participating in a 
legitimate assembly for redress of grievances”. 


Describing it as the fourth such raid on local UCCP church premises since 
February 1984, “not counting the numerous harassments to our church workers", 
the bishops call for an “immediate and thorough investigation", and "proper 
disciplinary ... action" so “incidents of this nature will never happen again”. 


In a formal complaint, the UCCP says the second lieutenant in charge, after 
ignoring repeated questions from local church representatives, eventually 
"revealed that he had no search warrant except an informer's tip that several 
armalite rifles were allegedly kept inside the church premises". No weapons 
were found. 


The complaint says the search was “conducted in complete disregard to any 
civility and/or courtesy due the position and office of complainants as 
ministers of the gospel, in utter contempt of the sanctity of the premises, 
and absent any tinge of respect for the moral and religious sensibilities of 


the church members as well as the constitutional rights of citizens." It asks 
for 100,000 Philippine pesos in monetary damages. — EPS 

ECUMENICAL COMMITTEE FORMED Ecumenical Press 
TO RAISE HONG KONG CONCERNS Service 85.11.02 
HONG KONG - Thirteen Hong Kong Christians have formed a Committee of the 


Christian Concern for the Basic Law. Its aim is to “continually reflect the 
wishes and opinions of Hong Kong people and to make appropriate responses" in 
connection with Hong Kong's transition from UK to Chinese control in 1997. 


The committee includes 11 church leaders as advisers, an assembly of clergy, 
and working groups on political, legal, economic, and social issues, religious 
freedom, and human rights and freedoms. The Hong Kong Christian Council is 
providing staff services for the committee. 


The Basic Law, being drafted over the next five years, is to set forth the 
ways in which Hong Kong will relate to the rest of China, preserving much of 
its social and political system. An announcement about the committee says it 
will help ensure the Basic Law "will be in keeping with the rights and 
interests of Hong Kong people, and lay the legal foundation for Hong Kong's 
stability and prosperity, freedom and progress, equality and justice. 


Committee advisers are Ken Chan, chairman, Evangelical Free Church; David 
Cheung, superintendent, Pentecostal Holiness Church; Stephen K.M. Cheung, 
general secretary, Chinese Rhenish Church; Daniel T.W. Chow, district 
minister, Tsung Tsin Mission; Titus Lee, president, Lutheran Church-Hong Kong 
Synod; Lincoln Leung, president, Methodist Church; Lim Ah Ang, commanding 
officer, Salvation Army; Andrew W.C. Pang, archdeacon, Anglican Diocese; Siu 
Hoi Lei, superintendent, Assemblies of God District; Philip Teng, chairman, 
Christian & Missionary Alliance; and Wong Yat Chung, president, Seventh-day 
Adventist Conference. 


Christians make up about a sixth of Hong Kong's 4.5 million residents. - EPS 


SA GOVERNMENT PROHIBITS PLANNED Ecumenical Press 
CLERGY VISIT TO OUTLAWED GROUP Service 85.11.03 


PRETORIA - South African Home Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha announced (27 
October) that the government would prevent a group of Dutch Reformed (NGK) 
clergy from holding talks in Zambia with representatives of the African 
National Congress. Outlawed in South Africa, the ANC has long fought 
white-minority rule in South Africa. 


The group was organized by NGK minister Nico Smith, who has given up an 
affluent white lifestyle to minister in a black township near here. He 
reports having received threats to his life since announcing the meeting plans. 


Reuter news agency quoted Smith as saying his desire for talks was motivated 
by a “personal conviction of the necessity to speak to the ANC in order to 
serve the churches in South Africa". Noting that only the white NGK in the 
NGK “family of [racially separate] churches" has opposed his move, Smith 
expressed sadness “that some churches feel it is not the responsibility of the 
church to bring about reconciliation”. 


Smith and his group have been supported by the South African Council of 
Churches, and Anglican, Methodist and Roman Catholic leaders. Durban Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley said he was delighted and very excited about 
the proposed Dutch Reformed visit, which “brought a glimmer of hope to the 
South African scene". 


The movement for dialogue with the ANC follows earlier, separate visits, in 
September and October, by a group of top white South African business people 
and opposition politicians. But South Africa revoked permission to travel for 
eight white students of Stellenbosch University who planned a similar visit. 


State-run Radio South Africa said in a commentary that Smith's group “may have 
the best intentions, but the road to hell is paved with good intentions". 


In other developments, several clergy were reported among 80 anti-apartheid 
activists, black and white, detained at night in Cape Town (24 October). Many 
are members of the United Democratic Front (UDF), the largest legal anti- 
apartheid group in South Africa. | 


The next day, bail restrictions on Allan Boesak, president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and a UDF founder, were eased by a court in 
Malmesbury. 


Boesak, released 20 September after more than three weeks in solitary 
confinement (EPS 85.11.11; 10.02; 09.67), must now report to a police station 
twice weekly instead of daily, and may leave his home at night. But he still 
may not travel abroad or meet the press. A final decision on his bail 
conditions was expected 4 November. 


Another South African clergymember, Mcebisi Xundu, who chairs the Natal 
Province UDF, was transferred from his Durban parish to the Cape area 
following threats to his life from the Zulu Inkatha movement. UDF leaders say 
Inkatha is supported by the government as part of efforts to isolate the UDF 
and ANC. 


Speaking at the United Nations in New York (28 October), Johannesburg Anglican 
Bishop Desmond Tutu said peaceful resistance and protest are virtually 
impossible in South Africa because of the authorities' excesses. In testimony 
before the UN General Assembly, he said “apartheid cannot be reformed; it must 
be dismantled.” - EPS 


WORLD COMMUNION Ecumenical Press 
SECRETARIES MEET Service 85.11.04 


WINDSOR, England - General secretaries and other staff executives of more than 
a dozen Christian World Communions (global organizations of various Christian 
traditions) held their annual meeting (here, 21-24 October) and heard a 
spiritual advisor to the British royal family criticize church leaders who 
weaken “their high calling by becoming little more than glorified social 
workers.” Michael Mann, an Anglican bishop and dean of Windsor Chapel, 
observed that they are often “too involved in coping with today's crises to 
look at tomorrow”. 


Among concerns and issues on the CWC leaders' agenda were patterns of 
membership increases, international meetings of their organizations, and 
bilateral and multilateral conversations taking place between and among 
various traditions. There were profiles of Seventh-day Adventism and the 
British Council of Churches, and discussion of how different traditions are 
responding to the 1982 World Council of Churches text on baptism, eucharist 
and ministry (BEM). The 1986 CWC meeting was set for 21-25 October, in Rome. 


CWCs include the Anglican Consultative Council, Salvation Army, Lutheran World 
Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Church of the Brethren, World 
Methodist Council, Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Baptist 
World Alliance, Ecumenical Patriarchate, World Evangelical Fellowship, Friends 
World Committee for Consultation, Reformed Ecumenical Synod, Old Catholic 
International Organization, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Disciples Ecumenical Consultative Council, and World Convention of Churches of 
Christ. Staff from the World Council of Churches also participate.- EPS 


WCC supporting Chilean asylum seekers in Switzerland Es yte e ha Le, 
GENEVA - In a message (24 October) to the Swiss Federal Council, Ninan Koshy, 
international affairs director of the World Council of Churches, expressed 
concern about the “forcible return of Chileans to Chile in the present 
circumstances". Referring to a group of 22 Chileans who came to the WCC (EPS 
85.10.77) seeking support for their right to stay in Switzerland, Koshy said 
“at a time when more Chileans are seeking protection from a renewed wave of 
repression, we believe that the government of Switzerland, with its well-known 
humanitarian attitude to such people, will not consider deporting Chileans 
against their will." He noted that the WCC does "not usually intervene in 
specific cases of asylum seekers", and supported “wholeheartedly” a statement 
on the issue from the Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzerland. - EPS 


FRG church agency responds to criticism EPS "85.11 -706 
STUTTGART - Diakonisches Werk, an agency of the Evangelical [Reformed, United, 
Lutheran] Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin], responded to criticism 
of the work of its Bread for the World organization by another church group, 
ES, in Wiirttemberg. The DW statement (14 October) rejected the view that its 
“diaconal activities should be restricted ... suffering ... Christians". ES 
said it could not continue to support DW unless changes were made in the DW 
constitution. It commits DW to help “Christians and non-Christians". - EPS 


Pastor cites pressure on GDR pacifists EPS 85.11.07 
BERLIN - Wolfram Hiilsemann, an Evangelical [United] youth pastor here, said in 
connection with the annual, city-wide, church youth Sunday (13 October) that 
the choice of some youth in the GDR (East Germany) to fulfil their military 
service in weaponless building units of the GDR army sometimes hampers their 
professional or educational advancement, or subjects them to other pressures. 
The FRG (West German) church news agency EPD also reported that Hiilsemann said 
an official response of "we don't have to answer" to youth's urgent questions 
does not foster “trust and commitment for our socialist society". - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Pat Haldane-Stevenson: “Letter from Canberra" EPS 85.11.08 
[Haldane-Stevenson is EPS correspondent in Canberra. ] 


At Honiara, in the Solomon Islands, in 1971, Frank Woods, then the Australian 
Anglican primate, conveyed the sorrow of Australian Christians for the 
exploitation, till 1906, of Kanaka forced labour in the Queensland sugar 
fields. 


Today, in the almost countless islands of the southwest Pacific, the residual 
resentment of colonialism is focused in “a sense of almost powerless 
humiliation and outrage" - to quote the Australian ambassador in Washington 
earlier this year - at the testing of nuclear bombs in French Polynesia. 


A French politician's plea that Mururoa is further from Sydney and Auckland 
than Paris is from the USSR test area is yet another example of the white 
man's indifference —- which our century has shown to be so disastrous - to what 
coloured people think. 


The 18th century believed the Pacific islands to be peopled with noble savages. 


The 19th century, armed with ships and rifles, proved that Darwin's teaching 
on the survival of the fittest could be a doctrine both profitable and ugly. 


Today, if we don't show a quite different face, the results to the west, to 
quote the Australian ambassador again, "will quite possibly prove very costly”. 


This year geopolitics and morality have met and kissed each other in New 
Zealand, first with the ports' closure to US warships presumed to have nuclear 
weapons aboard, and then with the aftermath of the Rainbow Warrior bombing - 
that James Bond adventure that has so calamitously backfired. 


The scandal could not have come at a worse time for France, with its clear 
bearing on the New Caledonia elections (29 September). Strongly pro- 
independence Melanesians won control of three out of the four newly-created 
regions, including by a narrow vote the crucial central one. But Noumea, the 
capital and commerical hub - where a full military base is being set up - 
remains solidly in favor of continued ties with France. 


The pro-independence aim is a change of name to Kanaky and a federation, a 
"Melanesian crescent”, extending through the Solomons to include Papua New 
Guinea (celebrating this year ten years of independence). 


The Australian government, which farther north is advocating the end of the US 
mandate over parts of Micronesia, has responded quickly to the Greenpeace 
crisis (and even cancelled a recent move to link Canberra and Versailles). 


Australian church awareness is less apparent. One recalls that it took a 
Francis of Assisi to show that sometimes, on really big issues, it's out on 
the fringe that the action lies. 


"Men's minds move quickly in a revolution", and this is happening in the 
islands, which now see New Zealand, the remotest of the Western nations, as 
their moral champion. 


Over them Mururoa casts a baleful shadow that, as on a sundial, tells the 
hours. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/S. Wesley Ariarajah; “Interfaith Dialogue Today” EPS 85.11.09 


[S. Wesley Ariarajah directs the Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. He is a Methodist 
minister from Sri Lanka. This item is excerpted from a presentation at a 
consultation in Bangalore, India, 1-4 October, sponsored by the [United] 
Church of South India. ] 


[Today] all religious communities have become much diverse; perhaps it is 
more accurate to say that the diversity within each religion has become more 
pronounced and that religions are in a process of adjusting to the pressures 
of living in a world where the technological culture has challenged many of 
its assumptions. 


Let me give an example. Who is my “Hindu” partner in dialogue? There are 
those who would present Hinduism in its classical form drawing their 
inspiration from the Vedas, Upanishads and the Gita or some other classical 
text. Then there are others who would see the 19th century reformed Hinduism 
as the one that truly represents Hinduism today. There are still others who 
would call all these “elitist”, and claim that the popular Hindu piety 
expressed in the life of the masses is the true stuff of Hindu spirituality. 


We are also aware, on the one hand, of Hindus who see the classical 
expressions of Hinduism as “oppressive” and seek to struggle to bring about a 
social revolution, and on the other, extreme rightist groups that use the 
Hindu symbols to work for a new Hindu nationalism. 


This is not peculiar to Hinduism. There are parallel groups in all the major 
religious communities, and to complicate matters further, there are many new 
religious movements setting themselves up as exponents of the faith for the 
contemporary world. Who are our partners? And, what is the nature of the 
Christian faith we ourselves represent when we ... Christians are in dialogue? 


Second, while religion is still very much alive and well in the technological 
society, technology and the processes of secularization continue to make 
in-roads into religious life. It is, therefore, very difficult to isolate 
religion from the socio-political and economic realities of the people. 


It is difficult to have interfaith dialogue today without acknowledging the 
political elements involved and the socio-economic realities that shape the 
way religion is expressed and experienced in our world. Many groups that 
work for social, political change or struggle against the forces of oppression 
have risen above the barriers of religions and have a dialogue in life. What 
do we make of them? 


Third, there are increasing numbers of people who while retaining a tremendous 
sense of the religious dimension of life have little or no use -for the 
traditional symbols and doctrines. What do we make of this? And when we 
add to this the vast number of people who live not so much by expressed 
religious convictions but by ideological persuasions we are faced with a very 
complex picture indeed. 


Faced with this complex situation one should not succumb to the temptation to 
withdraw. ... [Of course, interfaith dialogue] is a risky road with many 
pitfalls. As Christians we can choose to walk in this path only because we 
are committed to him who was willing to be vulnerable and was prepared to risk 
his’ life for others; we are in this journey of faith trusting in the 
immeasurable love of God and in the certain hope that He will, through the 
power of His Spirit, bring to fulfilment that which he wills for his 
creation; in dialogue we are at his service. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/S. J. Samartha: “Purpose of Interfaith Dialogue in India” EPS 85.11.10 


{[Samartha, a presbyter of the [United] Church of South India, is a consultant 
to the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, and a 
visiting professor at United Theological College, both at Bangalore (India). 
This item is excerpted from his presentation to a CSI consultation in 
Bangalore, 1-4 October. ] 


... The purpose of dialogue in India is threefold: (i) to remove ignorance 
and misconceptions of each other's beliefs and practices and to promote better 
understanding between partners of different faiths; (ii) to co-operate for 
common purposes in society particularly where human rights, social and 
economic justice, and peace in the community are concerned; and (iii) to 
bring to bear the deeper resources of religions on basic problems of human 
existence that arise because of human finiteness. ... This has practical 
implications for a possible programme of dialogue for the churches in India. 


When we take into account the minority status of the Christian community on 
the one hand and the tremendous difficulties in the way of closer 
relationships between Christians and neighbours of other faiths, one should 
conclude that dialogue in a highly-organized and elaborate way would be 
difficult and perhaps unwise. 


Religious communities that have grown in isolation from each other for several 


centuries cannot be brought together too quickly. Suspicions have to be 
overcome. Trust and confidence have to be built up. A vocabulary of 
communication has to grow. If, as some Christians believe, dialogue is to be 


used as a subtle means for Christian propaganda and conversion, dialogue will 
die before it can be born. Small beginnings might be more helpful for the 
church to become aware both of the difficulties and the possibilities of 
dialogue. Dialogue is not a mass movement. Under the present circumstances 
it has to be dialogue of the few on behalf of the many. 


Already at different points there are individuals or groups connected with 
institutions or projects where Christians and neighbours of other faiths are 
working together. Perhaps the church should give them greater recognition as 
“listening posts” and focus theological reflection on their experience, and 
provide opportunities in diocesan councils or synods or other gatherings to 
discuss their implications for ... the church in India today. 


In selected congregations in large cities where leadership and resources are 
available, inter-religious groups could be formed to discuss both practical 
matters in society and deeper issues of faith. The question here should be 
not which among the many religions in our country is true, but what can 
religions contribute to the well-being of the nation and its people as we move 
into the 2lst century. 


Moreover, there are profound human issues which people of all faiths have to 
consider today: the meaning of transcendence in a technological society, the 
question of peace in a world threatened by nuclear war, the problem of sin or 
avidya or dukkha or alienation and the need to overcome the brokenness of 
humanity and to heal the rift between humanity and nature. 


To believe that the Judeo-Christian-Western tradition has the only answer to 
all human problems in all countries and at all times sounds presumptuous if 
not incredible, particularly in our country where millions of our neighbours 
have found meaning and direction for their lives through other revelations and 
other ways of salvation. Only the ignorant, the proud, and the blind could 
ignore them, ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan Boesak: “Prison Reflections" EPS; 85214.11 


[Boesak, one of the principal opponents of apartheid in South Africa, is 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. This item is excerpted 
from a sermon he preached to his congregation on Sunday, 22 September, two 
days after his release on bail, after over three weeks in solitary confinement 
(EPS 85.09.01, 50,67, 10.02). Under terms of his bail, his congregation is the 
only public gathering he is allowed to attend. ]} 


--- The third week, it became almost too much for me. ... On the floor above 
me, I could hear the other prisoners talking with one another, reading the 
newspapers of the day, discussing, sometimes laughing; and I had no one to 
share this with, and no one to talk to. 


And I had been on my knees almost constantly for three weeks, praying to God 
to lead me out of that darkness and out of that pain and out of that 
suffering; and nothing happened. Then the moment came when I fell on my knees 
and I cried as I never cried before, maybe for the first time since I was a 
little boy. 


And I then said to God: I do not understand this. Why have you brought me 
here? It's been three weeks now, God, and I have prayed every day and I have 
tried to believe that you in your power will take me out of this place of 
imprisonment and bring me out into the world again, to the community of the 
living again. Because, when you are locked up like that, you are as good as 
dead sometimes. 


For three weeks, I have believed that somehow God will work through the 
international community to put pressure on the South African government to let 
me out; and that did not happen after three weeks. I had tried to hold on to 
my faith, and I had preached the gospel as honestly as I could because I 
believed that Jesus had called me to do that. 


I said to God: Why, if I am your servant - if I have tried to do what is 
right in this world - why have you done this to me? I have said to God: You 
know what happened to me in this year, 1985. Wasn't that enough? Why must I 
now sit hear in this prison? And I do not see any way out of this at the 
moment. 


I wrestled with God. I fought with God. And I said to him, I was a fool. If 
I were a little cleverer, I would have accepted those positions that were 
offered me in America, to become a professor of theology at world-renowned 
universities. I could have accepted the nomination to become general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. I could have pressed, and said to 
people, Yes, please lobby for me. I wrote and I said: No, I do not want this 
position because I believe my place at this time of history is in South Africa. 


I could have taken my wife and children and left South Africa because I know 
what happens to people in this land who try to struggle for justice and for 
peace. And I said to God: If I had done this, my wife and my children would 
have been with me. If I had done this, I would have been safe now. If I had 
done this, I would not have been in this place now. 


And I thought - I said to God - you made me believe that the struggle for 
justice and for human dignity, the struggle for peace and for humanity in 
South Africa is also your struggle. I believe that my opposition to the South 
African government from the very beginning, was never of my own, but was an 
opposition that was based always upon my faith in Jesus Christ. And upon the 
certain knowledge that apartheid is a heresy and that it cannot be defended on 
the basis of the gospel. - (over) 


Boesak/2 


[And I believe that] my involvement in the political struggle for the sake of 
the weak and the poor and the needy is part of my discipleship, is the heart 
of my discipleship in this country. This is what God has called me to do. 
Why have you made me believe this, God, and brought me to this place? 


And I do not mind telling you this morning, my brothers and sisters, that that 
was the most difficult moment of my life. And as I lay there - and the words 
could not come any more and there were no more tears to cry any more — Friday 
night went by and Saturday morning dawned; and I still had no answer. And 
Saturday night came and I wrestled through the night and I still found no 
answer. ... 


I thought to myself, I have always preached from this pulpit - and you are my 
witnesses - that I believe in the power of God, and that I believe that Jesus 
Christ is lord and king and that therefore no government on earth can hold 
back the power of God. But as I sat there in that jail, and as the days and 
the nights crawled by and that weekend dawned upon me, and I still could not 
see light - it was only darkness - I said to myself: Am I now to believe that 
the power of this almighty God is gone and that the power of [South African] 
P.W. Botha and the power of [South African Public Order Minister] Louis Le 
Grange is stronger? 


But on Sunday morning ... I opened my Bible to find where can I find a word of 
consolation, a word of light, a word of inspiration, a word of truth, that 
will take me away from myself, away from my fear and away from my anxiety, to 
something that I can hold on to. And without my having looked for it, my 
Bible fell open at Mark, Chapter 9, and the words of Jesus to the father: If 
you believe, all things are possible to those who believe. 


And then I knew. 


And that night I sat down, and I wrote ... little note to my wife, and I said 
to her - on Sunday night, the 15th of September - I have wrestled with God and 
I now know, I will be with you before the weekend. ... 


Mark, and the gospel, wants to tell us very clearly that evil is real. Make 
no mistake, evil in this world is real, it is tangible. You can see it, you 
can taste it, you can feel it, you can experience it. 


For anything, anything at all, that goes against the will of God, anything 
that threatens our human existence, anything that destroys humanity, anything 
that destroys or undermines that which is good, anything that undermines that 
which is worthwhile in life, anything that is violent, anything that is 
destructive, anything that is inhuman, is evil and it is real. ... 


We confront the utter callousness of people that will do anything at all, 
destroy anyone at all, simply to hold on to power: Then you must understand 
that evil is real. When you have a government that will allow children to die 
of hunger, that will allow people to be shot on the streets as if their lives 
did not matter. ... When this happens, you must know: Evil is real. 


When lawlessness dresses up as law, and when inhumanity and brutality pose as 
law and order and when injustice claims to be justice and when the heresy of 
apartheid poses as Christianity - is being defended by Christian churches who 
can send us telegrams when we plan peaceful protests against this government 
but do not send the telegram when we are thrown in jail under a law that 
should not even have existed - when this happens, evil is real. - EPS 


ECUTEXT/"Statement on the State of the Nation of South Korea” EPS.85211,.142 


[This item is excerpted from a statement by 293 participants at a conference 
earlier this year sponsored by the human rights and urban rural mission 
committees of the National Council of Churches in Korea, and the Ecumenical 
Youth Council. The full text appears in the August/September issue of NCCK 
“Activity News". ] 


.-- Our missionary work has made us aware that the people no longer envision a 
bright future; they no longer believe that their hopes will be realized. 
Their dignity and faith have been replaced by anxiety and despair. Their 
confidence and trust in the nation's leadership has been eroded by the 
ubiquity of political oppression. Popular initiatives to solve the problems 
that threaten the very existence of the people have been thwarted. 


As a result, the lives of the minjung [people] have become more desperate. 
The nation's consciousness has been anaesthetized and its vitality sapped. 
This is the reality that we confront today, a reality that can be changed for 
the better only through solutions based on the needs of the people. 


In 1945, 36 years of bitter Japanese colonial rule ended. Yet, despite this 
new opportunity for democracy, national sovereignty, prosperity and dignity, 
we found ourselves plagued continually by division, strife and oppressive 
political rulers. Our shame over this forces us to look critically at 
ourselves and our actions. 


Twenty years ago, the government of Park Chung Hee began an all-out drive for 
rapid economic growth. Park's policies changed fundamentally the structure 
and character of our economy. The economic gains brought about by these 
policies, however, were accompanied by alienation, structural inequalities and 
wide disparities in income distribution. 


This is inevitable in an export-led economy based on low wages for industrial 
workers and, consequently, depressed prices for domestic farm products. 
Moreover, as the amount of the nation's wealth controlled by a handful of 
conglomerates increases, so does the suffering of the workers and the 
farmers. Contradictions of this sort intensify social conflict. 


Today the rural economy is in ruins and small businesses are being swallowed 
up by conglomerates or squeezed out of the market. The Korean economy as a 
whole is beginning to stagger under the burden of a huge foreign debt. The 
pressure to meet interest payments on that debt increases the country's 
dependence on foreign banks and international financial institutions. We 
have lost control of our economic destiny as our fortunes have become tied to 
our balance of trade and the international economy. 


In the 1980s, the government of Chun Doo Hwan, in an effort to .maintain 
Korea's comparative advantage in the “global assembly line", has co-operated 
with employers to depress wages. As a result, many workers earn less than 
half the amount needed to cover their monthly expenses. 


Moreover, working conditions are intolerable; according to international 
labour statistics, Koreans have the longest average working day and rank high 
among victims of industrial accidents. To make matters worse, as the economy 
worsens, unemployment has risen. 


The labour movement, whose goal is the improvement of lives of the workers and 
the poor, has faced constant harassment and suppression .... Korean workers 
are thus denied the opportunity to contribute to the establishment of 
democracy and are instead subjected to dismissals and imprisonment. - (over) 


South Korea/2 


The farmers cry out in pain and protest not only because they have been driven 
into poverty, but also because they are witnessing the transformation of the 
countryside into a bleak wasteland from which many of the young have fled. 

The very foundations of social, economic and cultural life have been destroyed. 


The government's decision to allow unrestricted imports of foreign 
agricultural products has caused the prices of domestic agricultural goods to 
plummet. Farmers are now saddled with huge debts and are unable to recoup 
even their production costs. The import of foreign cattle has driven farmers 
into bankruptcy. ... The future of the Korean farmer appears gloomy. 


In the cities, ... redevelopment policies, which create superficial splendour 
intended to impress foreign visitors, have had a profoundly negative impact on 
the urban poor. The national and Seoul city governments have ignored popular 
opposition to their plans and have forcibly evicted many urban dwellers from 
their homes to make room for new hotels and other tourist facilities. The 
survival of the urban poor is now seriously threatened. 


The suffering of the minjung - the farmers, the workers, the poor - is 
revealed in the intensity of their responses: suicides, the killing of 
livestock in frustration, demonstrations, and sit-ins. Aware that they 


cannot rely on the government to solve their problems, farmers, workers and 
the poor have sought their own solutions, only to have their independent 
initiatives suppressed by the government. 


Students and young people have heard the cry of the people and have combined 
critical analysis of structural problems with field experience’ through 


participation in the life and struggles of the minjung. By refusing to 
divert their eyes from the suffering of the minjung, students and youth are 
forcing the nation to face the unpleasant reality. They are sounding the 


alarm to awaken the nation's slumbering conscience. 


Thus, we feel a deep sense of grief when the government denounces and slanders 
these courageous youth by calling them pro-communist and criminals. fe Bp os whe 
a criminal act to speak out for the rights and well-being of the people, then 
the future of our nation is indeed dismal. ... 


In light of the serious national problems, we can no longer afford a political 
and economic system that is based on the denial of liberty and democracy. We 
have demanded repeatedly that the government announce a_e schedule _ for 
democratization and make bold changes in its ... policies. ... 


First, we demand an end to economic policies that are skewed in favour of the 
rich and powerful and an end to the current export-oriented, low-wage economic 
strategy. Second, the resolution of our national economic crises requires the 
active participation of all the people in the development of ... policies. 
Thus, political and economic democracy are absolutely essential. 


Third, the government's policies must be guided by a concern for the welfare 
of the people, who must be allowed to act feely as the subjects of their own 
history. Fourth, our national policies must be designed to benefit the nation 
as a whole, and to promote national sovereignty based on the reunification of 
our motherland. 


The churches' primary mission today is the resolution of the current economic 
crises and the protection of the people's welfare. ... We will walk with the 
workers, the farmers, the poor, the students and all democracy-loving people 
on the path to a bright future. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Letters on Reagan-Gorbachev Summit” EESEo) 11). 18 


[The first item is the text of an open letter sent by Emilio Castro, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, to Ronald Reagan, president of the 
United States, and Mikhail Gorbachev, general secretary of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, in connection with the two world leaders' meeting in 
Geneva, 19-20 November. The second item is the text of Castro's letter to 
members of the WCC central committee, its 303 member churches, and national 
councils and regional conferences of churches in connection with his letter to 
Gorbachev and Reagan. ] 


Your Excellencies, 


May we take the liberty of addressing your Excellencies through this open 
letter on the occasion of your historic meeting in Geneva on 19 and 20 
November. No summit of political leaders has ever evoked such great 
expectations and interest in the international community. No meeting between 
the leaders of the two most powerful nations has taken place at such a crucial 
time in world history. It is the human predicament of our times, reflected 
in anxiety about the very survival of humanity, and the awesome power and 
responsibility that your two nations hold that make this occasion one without 
parallel. 


As a Council of Churches with more than 400 million people in our constituency 
living in countries in East and West, North and South, we are constantly made 
aware of the precariousness of the situation in different parts of the world 
and the deterioration in international relations in general. We share the 
agony of millions suffering from injustice, war and threats of war. As an 
organization whose basis is faith in God, we underline the profound moral and 
ethical considerations that need to preside in the discussion on the present 
state of affairs which tends to endanger creation itself. 


It is out of such considerations which are shared widely that we remind you of 
the obligations that your Excellencies have not only to the people of your two 
nations but to the whole world. We have requested our churches in all parts 
of the world to remember the meeting in their prayers. 


We sincerely believe that your Excellencies can now take concrete steps 
towards peace. The nature of the relationship between your countries has 
such profound implications for the whole world that any improvement in your 
relations will have salutary effects in many situations. We may point out 
here one example, viz. the Middle East. There are others also of great 
importance. 


But today, unfortunately, genuine efforts for justice and self-determination 
in many of the developing regions are distorted and vitiated and the 
sovereignty and independence of many nations affected because of the present 


state of international relations. Even a small measure of understanding 
between your nations can go a long way in reducing tensions and creating 
conditions for justice and peace. Can an end not be put to the language of 


belligerence and the idiom and style of cold war? 


Your meeting takes place on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the 

United Nations, at the founding of which the hope was expressed that there 

would be an end to military alliances, competition for spheres of influence 

and balance of power. It is only natural that we all remind ourselves how 

far the world has fallen short not only of the ideals but of the commitments 
made by major nations. (over) 


Gorbachev/Reagan letter/2 


The international community will be focussing its attention especially on what 
will be discussed at the summit with regard to the arms race, particularly the 
nuclear arms race. The willingness of the United States to pursue 
negotiations on nuclear weapons has been appreciated. To instil confidence 
in millions who are yearning for a credible gesture for peace, an agreement 
between your countries in principle on a comprehensive test-ban treaty is 
essential at this. stage. In this connection we welcome the current 
unilateral moratorium by the Soviet Union and express the hope that it will be 
extended by the Soviet Union and reciprocated by the United States so that 
negotiations on a test-ban treaty can be finalized. 


We are also deeply concerned about the increasing danger of militarization of 
outer space, bringing the world perhaps to the edge of the most far-reaching 
military threshold since the beginning of the atomic age. From the history 
of the arms race it is known that the only way to avoid a new race is to 
prevent its start. Once the race is under way, agreement becomes far more 
difficult and the winner enjoys only a few insecure moments of victory before 
the other side catches up. So we earnestly hope that the discussions at the 
summit will lead to a ban on weapons in the new theatre of outer space. 


You may be assured that millions will support you in every step that you take 
towards peace. May we express the hope that your meeting will lead to a new 
period marked by improved relations between your nations and a spirit of 
co-operation so that together your Excellencies will contribute towards 
justice and peace in the world. 


We pray for God's guidance in the deliberations. 


Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 


You are aware that President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev will meet 
in Geneva on 19 and 20 November this year. 


This will be a historic meeting for several reasons. It is the first time in 
six years that the leaders of the two countries are meeting. This period of 
six years has been one of the worst in terms of international relations. 
There is an unprecedented interest in the summit. 


Several churches and peace movements are preparing for it, making it an 


occasion for further mobilization of people for peace and disarmament. Our 
churches in the USSR and the USA have special programmes related to the 
occasion. We here in the Ecumenical Centre, together with the Christian 


community of Geneva, will celebrate a vigil of prayer on the evening of 
Tuesday, 19 November. 


We are enclosing a copy of an open letter we have addressed to the two leaders 
and request that you make this appeal known in your churches. We also 
request you to make every effort to see that your congregations remember the 
summit in their intercessions, preferably on Sunday, 1/7 November. 


May God grant the miracle of peace! 


i esenss tat) 
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SHOPTALK (52/41) 


EPS deadlines till the end of the year (all times 7h00 GMT): Thursday, 14 


November; Wednesday, 20 November; Tuesday, 26 November; Friday, 29 November; 
Monday, 9 December. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


Two documents (approximately 600 words each) are available on request to EPS: 
"Police Brutality in South Africa” was prepared by Cecile de Sweemer, 
associate director of the WCC Christian Medical Commission. 
“The Salvadoran Army Invades _a Refugee Camp in Honduras” (in French), 
appeared in SOEPI, French-language counterpart to EPS. Additional material 
(in English) on the incident is also available. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has alert no. 4 (24 October) on 
the recent Mexican earthquake. A copy is available to journalists on request 
to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The latest (October) issue of the WCC refugee service newsletter includes a 
report on the 36th meeting of the UNHCR executive committee, in 
particular the UNHCR financial crisis. A copy is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The latest (October) issue of “Contact,” bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, focuses on nurses as a community resource. A copy is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/CMC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Coverage of the emergency meeting on South Africa (EPS 85.11.14): Practical 
information for journalists who wish to cover the meeting should be available 
later in November. Those who wish to attend it, or who have particular 
deadlines in connection with coverage of it, should let EPS know by 25 
November. (EPS coverage of the meeting is scheduled for the issue being 
mailed 10 December. ) 


Coverage of the synod of Roman Catholic bishops to mark the anniversary of the 
end of the Second Vatican Council is projected for the issue of EPS to be 
mailed 10 December. Coverage while the synod is in progress is possible in 
earlier issues. 


Global Village” is a documentary (in 25- and 50-minute versions) on the 
effects of satellite radio and tv _on village life in India. It is available 
on video cassette and l6mm film. Information on costs and languages is 
available from the World Association for Christian Communication, 122 King's 
Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The Koinonia-Diakonia working group has issued a booklet on the “search for 
new ecumenical understandings and activities in  diakonia” (Christian 
service). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Europe 
Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The group is sponsored by Diakonia (World 
Federation of Sisterhoods and Diaconal Associations), International Centre for 
the Diaconate, European Deacons’ Conference, and World Council of Churches. 


WORLD CHURCH LEADERS IN 'EMERGENCY Ecumenical Press 
MEETING' ON SOUTH AFRICAN SITUATION Service 85.11.14 


GENEVA — Upwards of 20 heads of churches and other church leaders from Western 
Europe and North America are expected in Harare (Zimbabwe) 4-6 December to 
meet with South African church representatives. 


The “emergency meeting", called by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches is to consider “common Christian witness" in 
connection with the current situation in South Africa, "reaffirm the 
solidarity of the churches with the racially-oppressed" there, and discuss 
common strategies and actions. 


A proposal for such a meeting came during a late-September visit to WCC 
headquarters here by General Secretary C.F. Beyers Naudé of the South African 
Council of Churches. 


Those who have accepted Castro's invitation so far (1 November) include H. 
Huting, moderator of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK); Gunnar Staalsett, 
general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation; Ted Scott, archbishop and 
primate of the Anglican Church of Canada; James Ault, United Methodist bishop 
of western Pennsylvania, and president of the UMC Board of Global Ministries. 


Also, T.J. Jemison, president of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.; 
J. Oscar McCloud, general director of the Program Agency of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA); David W. Preus, presiding bishop of the American Lutheran 
Church; and Will Herzfeld, bishop of the [US] Association of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches. 


Church leaders from FRG (West Germany) and the Nordic Europe are also 
expected, as is representation from Australia. 


The list of South African participants, including several heads of churches, 
is to be published later. 


Among those expected from WCC governing bodies are Annie Jiagge, retired judge 
of the Appeals Court of Ghana, and moderator of commission of the WCC Program 
to Combat Racism; and Sylvia Ross Talbot, vice-moderator of the WCC central 
committee. 


Expected under the auspices of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches are Manasses Kuria, archbishop of the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Kenya; and Maxime Rafransoa, AACC general secretary. 


In his invitation, Castro said "the South African churches have entered a new 
stage in their ministry and witness within a context of mass participation in 
the struggle for dignity and justice, and a deepening crisis in the country”. 


Referring to a recent South African theological commentary on the situation - 
the Kairos Document (EPS 85.10.01,21) - he said it was “the kairos, or moment 
of truth, not only for apartheid, but also for the churches. Their active 
involvement, pronouncements, and the theological undergirding for their action 
are of tremendous significance. 


"The churches in South Africa", he continued, “have appreciated the support 
they have received from the fellowship of churches around the world. Now, 
more than at any time, it is necessary for us to express our solidarity with 
them, and to seek new ways of assisting them in their ministry.” 7 ok 


SOUTH AFRICAN BAPTISTS: Ecumenical Press 
END 'EVIL' OF APARTHEID Service 85.11.15 


GEORGE, South Africa - Voting by secret ballot, the assembly of the Baptist 
Union of Southern Africa urged “as a matter of urgency” the abolition of 
apartheid, which it described as "an evil which needs to be repented of”. 


Calling for an end to the state of emergency in the country, the assembly 
urged resolution of basic problems. Many regard armed personnel as “a source 
of provocation for the very violence they are intended to prevent", it noted. 


The feeling at the end of the assembly was described (22 October) by US-based 
Baptist Press as euphoric. "The assembly has appeared racist to me before, 
because it thought it could reform apartheid", said a coloured (mixed race) 
minister. "You cannot reform sin. You must abolish it.” 


BUSA includes white, black, mixed race, and Indian congregations, though most 
black Baptists in South Africa are in a separate convention. 


Some participants saw the resolution - approved 151-51, with 13 abstaining - 
as a rejuvenation for the denomination. “We actually went through an 
experience of identifying with each other's hurts", said one. “All seemed 


eager to understand the other - and most of all to listen.” 


Baptist Press reported that “one observer estimated at least 30 of the 51 
negative votes were by delegates who oppose apartheid, but don't think 
Baptists should speak so bluntly to the government". 


In neighbouring Namibia (controlled by South Africa), Lutheran pastor Junias 
Kaapanda was arrested by South African police (22 October) and held without 
charge under security laws, according to Namibia Communications Centre, a 
London-based, church-supported ecumenical information service. 


Kaapanda, 52, known for defending his rural parishioners against violent 
attacks by South African forces, has earlier been detained twice. 


With unrest continuing in South Africa - reports put the number killed in 
violence over the past 20 months at 800 - Ninan Koshy, international affairs 
director of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, sent (29 October) a 
message to the South African Council of Churches. 


"In our prayers", he said, “we uphold those who have died under the violence, 
those arrested and our sisters and brothers of the Western Province Council of 
Churches and the Belijdende Kring who are victimized because of their love for 
peace and justice and their compassion with those who are suffering.” 


In New York, Desmond Tutu, Anglican bishop of Johannesburg, said he had “tried 
to be as nice as I could be, but we're talking about children being killed by 
a racist government that is being protected from the consequences of its 
actions by Mr Reagan, Mrs Thatcher and Mr Kohl", references to the leaders of 
the US, UK, and FRG (West Germany). "Certainly, the support of this racist 
policy is racist", he added, going on to criticise Reagan for omitting South 
Africa from the list of regional conflicts in his UN address (24 October). 


Tutu welcomed an agreement by Commonwealth nations which gives the South 
African government six months to dismantle apartheid, or else face additional 
sanctions. In Johannesburg, Winnie Mandela, black anti-apartheid leader, 
called British opposition to the Commonwealth move an insult to those who have 
given their lives in the struugle. "We resent that Mrs Thatcher regards 
herself as our spokesman. We never appointed her", she said. — EPS 


OLD CATHOLIC-EASTERN ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
COMMISSION AGREES ON SACRAMENTS Service 85.11.16 


AMERSFOORT - The international Eastern Orthodox-Old Catholic theological 
dialogue commission (meeting here, 30 September-5 October) has released four 
texts which in its view express the teaching of the two traditions on 
Sacraments in general, baptism, chrismation, and the eucharist. 


The text on sacraments counts seven of them, said to be the “uninterrupted 
conviction and the practice of the church". They are described as "not simply 
symbols of divine grace, but sure agents and means of its transmission”. 


The text on baptism says that by it, one “becomes a member of the church of 
Christ, being liberated from the controlling power of sin, and being reborn in 
the new creation in Christ”. 


The text on chrismation (what some Christians call confirmation) says it 
“gives to the baptized the gifts of the Holy Spirit, constitutes a personal 
participation in the event of Pentecost, and is, at the same time, a 
confirmation of this gift”. 


The text on the eucharist describes it as “the centre of the whole life of the 
church”, in which Christ is "really and essentially present, offering himself 
in an unbloody sacrifice, and distributing himself in the communion of the 
faithful so that his sacrifice on the cross, in blood, once for all, can be 
perpetuated”. 


The committee's next meeting, in about two years, is to take up the remaining 
four sacraments ~- ordination, confession, unction, and marriage - as well as 
the conditions and consequences of full church communion. 


Co-presidents of the international group are two Swiss bishops, Old Catholic 
Léon Gautier and Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Damaskinos, whose jurisdiction 
is part of the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


Other Eastern Orthodox representation on the commission is from. the 
Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow, Serbia, and Romania, 
and the Churches of Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Finland. 


Other Old Catholic representatives are from the Netherlands, FRG (West 
Germany), Austria, US, and Poland. 


Old Catholicism came into being as a distinct tradition as a result of a 
separation in the Roman Catholic Church in the Netherlands in the 18th century. 


In the wake of the proclamation of papal infallibility in 1870 at the First 
Vatican Council, Old Catholicism grew in other parts of Europe as well. 


The largest grouping of Old Catholics is the US-based Polish National Catholic 
Church, which separated from Roman Catholicism at the end of the last century. 


As a result of the Bonn Agreement of 1931, parts of Anglicanism and Old 
Catholicism consider themselves in full communion with each other. 


However, the Polish National Catholic Church ended its communion relationship 
with the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church after that denomination approved 
the ordination of female priests, in 19/76. - EPS 


OLD CATHOLICS REVIEWING AGREEMENT Ecumenical Press 
WITH EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN GERMANY Service 85.11.17 


AMERSFOORT, Netherlands - The world's Old Catholic bishops have named a 
commission to study the recent agreement authorizing eucharistic hospitality 
between the Catholic Diocese of the Old Catholics in Germany and the 
Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church in [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin]. 


In reply to Eastern Orthodox concerns raised at an international meeting with 
Old Catholics (EPS 85.11.16), Swiss Old Catholic Bishop Léon Gautier said that 
until the world's Old Catholic bishops had reviewed the situation, the 
agreement would not take effect. 


Alluding to concerns occasioned by the West German agreement, Swiss Eastern 
Orthodox Metropolitan Damaskinos spoke of the fragility of unity when “one 
gives such importance to local [national] churches that, living in an isolated 
and self-sufficient way, without taking into consideration other local 
churches, they presume to take independently decisions on the faith which 
affect the entire community. 


Another item on the Old Catholic bishops' agenda, which, if authorized, could 
be an obstacle to relationships between the two traditions, is the ordination 
of women, which most Eastern Orthodox representatives vigorously oppose. - EPS 


STUTTGART CONFESSION'S Ecumenical Press 
4OTH ANNIVERSARY MARKED Service 85.11.18 


STUTTGART - Marking the 40th anniversary of the “Stuttgart Confession" (19 
October), Hannover Lutheran Bishop Eduard Lohse, who chairs the council of the 
Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church of [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin], called it a “gateway to a new communion". 


Lohse spoke during worship here in connection with the anniversary of the 1945 
confession, signed here. It acknowledged church failures to combat Naziism, 
and pledged a new beginning in the wake of the Nazi defeat in World War II. 


Also at the service, Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Bishop Longin said he was both 
happy and sad on the occasion - sad because of the lack of love and gross sin 
which caused the death of millions, but happy because of courageous people who 
signed the confession. He also noted the good and close relations between the 
EKD and the Russian Orthodox Church. 


President Jacques Maury of the French Protestant Federation, whose father was 
present for the original reading of the confession, asked about collective 
guilt today, noting his privileges as a white person from a rich country. 


At a conference in Goéttinger to mark the confession's anniversary, theology 
professor Manfred Josuttis said that since the war, FRG Evangelicals have 
become guilty again, because they are, in connection with the arms race for 
example, “not able to say what is good and what is bad". 


Josuttis said the Stuttgart Confession was a classic case of how the church 
“discovers a truth without being mature enough for it." He said it was a 
“trauma from which it [the church] has yet to recover". 


A recurring problem, he said, was how to “publicly take a stance without 


becoming political". And, he observed, “to confess guilt is difficult, but to 
name guilt in 1985 is more difficult." - EPS 


HUNGARIAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 


REPS VISIT CHINA Service 85.11.19 
BUDAPEST - A four-person Hungarian church delegation visited China for two 


weeks (4-17 October) at the invitation of the China Christian Council. It was 
reportedly the first such visit from eastern Europe in more than 25 years. In 
1983, K.H. Ting, CCC president, visited Hungary, resuming official China- 
Hungary church contacts which ended in the early 1960s. 


Once back from China, Reformed Bishop Karoly Toth, leader of the group, said 
that during its meetings with Chinese church leaders and members, the Chinese 
explained their “developing organizational [church] life", and asked “many 
questions about the developing relationship between the churches and state in 
Hungary, about the education of minsiters, about the role of lay people in the 
life of the church, about the everyday witness of believers, and Christian 
peace work". 


During the visit, the group also met government officials, including Ren Wuzi, 
president of the state office for church affairs, and Zhou Peiyuan, vice- 
president of the People's Political Consultative Council. According to a 
report from another group member, Attila Komlos, chief editor of the Hungarian 
Reformed weekly, the Hungarians talked with the officials about the “working 
relationship between church and state in the two countries, the role of 
believers in developing the life of society, and about the growing role of the 
churches in the international peace movement". 


Asked about aspects of the new relationship between Chinese and Hungarian 
Christians, Toth noted common theological views on the social responsibility 
of the church. He also noted opportunities for dialogue between Christians 
and Marxists in the two societies. 


The two other members of the group were Lutheran Bishop Gyula Nagy and Baptist 
President John Viczian. — EPS 


SCOTTISH CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL ON NUCLEAR FREEZE Service 85.11.20 
EDINBURGH - Several Scottish church leaders have signed a joint appeal 


endorsing a nuclear freeze. The leaders ask the UK government to take a lead 
in initiating an international and multi-lateral freeze, by declaring its 
willingness to halt all production, development, and deployment of nuclear 
weapons, as a first step to genuine negotiations for arms control and 
reduction. 


Worshippers throughout Scotland were given a chance to sign the document in 
connection with Sunday church services (2/7 October). 


Signatories include David Smith, moderator of the General Assembly of the 
[Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland, Thomas Winning, archbishop of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Glasgow; Alastair Haggart, primus of the 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church in Scotland; William Johnson, moderator of the 
United [Reformed] Free Church of Scotland; Alan Horner, chairman of the 
Scottish Synod of the British Methodist Church; James Bernard, president of 
the Baptist Union of Scotland; Charles Innes, president of the Congregational 
Union of Scotland. 


Also signing was John Selkirk of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), 
Elin Walsh, of the Scottish Unitarians, and Kenyon Wright, secretary of the 
Scottish Churches Council —- EPS 


BURMESE CHURCH SEEKS Ecumenical Press 
LIBERATION FROM WEST Service 85.11.21 


GENEVA - “We need liberation from the distorted image (western form) of 
Christianity", said Andrew Mya Han, general secretary of the Burma Council of 
Churches (BCC), addressing participants at “Asia Week” meetings at the World 
Council of Churches, here (22-30 October). 


“An ecumenical leadership" and “a theology of and by the Burmese people, born 
out of the Burmese experience and aspiration” were other priorities he 
identified. He was addressing representatives of church aid and mission 
agencies from Europe and North America. The representatives had earlier 
discussed budgets and performances of church aid and development agencies in 
India- and Bangladesh, and attended a closed meeting on Sri Lanka, which has 
been torn in recent years by intercommunal violence involving majority 
Sinhalas and minority Tamils. 


Giving a brief history of Burma, Mya Han said Burmese life was evolving around 
the "two principal pillars” of Buddhism and socialism, with a deep commitment 
to national independence, unity, and development. 


The Burma Socialist Programme Party, founded in 1962, is based on “The system 
of the correlation of man and his environemnt", he said. The “Burmese way to 
socialism" upholds the continuity of the Burmese-Buddhist religio-cultural 
values while “embracing a cautious application of modernisation on the 
other". He said BSPP is guided by humanism and “sees all existence as being 
under the law of correlation”. But while appreciating that "small is 


beautiful" and “enough is enough” in socio-economic terms, he noted that “our 
beautiful is not yet enough”. 


Listing the large number of races and religions that constitute Burma (in a 
population of about 35 million, about 5 per cent are counted as Christian, 
about 80 per cent Buddhist), he said “the message of peace with justice and 
reconciliation with freedom is a pertinent call to the churches and Christians 
in Burma. Christian unity and national unity cannot be separated.” 


During the years in which Burma was isolated, the church learned - after 
initial bewilderment without missionaries and their money - to “cope with the 
tasks at hand in its own ways with its own means", he said. But since 
international contact had been re-opened, bilateral denominational 
relationships were becoming a threat to local/national ecumenism, he said. 
“The expansion of right-wing fundamental Christianity (mostly from the US) 
also needs careful attention", he observed. 


The council Mya Han represents groups 12 denominations, among them Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Evangelical, and the Salvation 
Army. There is also another council of churches - the Burma Evangelical 
Christian Council. 


“Living dialogue with our neighbours is a constant demand of the gospel in our 
daily life as faithful disciples of Christ", he said, calling the "Christian 
attitude of superiority/teacher complex and prejudice towards other faiths" 
the greatest barrier against true ecumenical learning. "We have vainly been 
too occupied in attempting to confine God '‘'only' in the Bible and 
Christianity, while God is all in all - in all things and with all humankind.” 


Christians, he noted, are still suspected of being pro-Western. "Indeed", he 
said, “we need to undergo a great deal of purification and nationalisation/ 
contextualisation in order to present a relevant and credible Christianity in 
Burma”. — EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES REPS Ecumenical Press 
IN FIRST VISIT TO NORTH KOREA Service 85.11.22 


GENEVA - Two staff members of the World Council of Churches, based here, were 
scheduled to make the first-ever WCC visit to the Democratic People's Republic 
of [North] Korea (DPRK), 10-19 November. Director Ninan Koshy and Executive 
Secretary Erich Weingdrtner of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA) were invited by the DPRK Committee of the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland, and the central committee of the 
[North] Korean Christian Federation. 


The DPRK invitation refers to a CCIA-sponsored conference in October 1984 in 
Tozanso (Japan) on “peace and justice in northeast Asia: prospects for 
peaceful resolution of conflicts” (EPS 84.12.54). North Korean Christians 
were invited but unable to attend that meeting, which included church 
representatives from several countries, including the Republic of [South] 
Korea. The conference urged the WCC to “explore the possibility of developing 
relationships with churches, Christians, and others in North Korea, through 
visits and other forms of contact." 


The “Christian World Encyclopaedia” estimates that fewer than one percent of 
North Korea's approximately 18 million people are Christians. It describes 


most as "non religious" (52.1 percent), “shamanists" (15.6 percent), 
“atheists” (15.8 percent), or “new-religionists” (followers of Chondogyo, 13.0 
percent). It estimates that most DPRK Christians are of Reformed 


(Presbyterian) background. 


Koshy described the purpose of the WCC visit as “exploratory” - in part to 
discover as much detailed information as possible about the Christian 
community which has remained in the country since the end of the Korean War 
(1953), during which most Christians fled south. 


Another purpose, he said, is to talk with government leaders about the issue 
of peaceful reunification of the two Koreas, and the possible role for 
ecumenical organizations in reducing tensions on the Korean peninsula, which 
is, he noted, one of the most militarized areas of tension in the world. 
Koshy said the ecumenical family may be able to play a modest role in 
facilitating direct contacts and communication at a people-to-people level 
between North and South Korea. 


Among the WCC's 303 members in more than 100 countries are three in South 
Korea — Korean Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, 
and Presbyterian Church of Korea. - EPS 


Norwegian Covenant Church reduces China university plans ype HM So 1 


OSLO - The small (10,000-member) [Reformed] Mission Covenant Church of Norway 
has scaled back plans for a university it agreed to build and run in the 
Chinese coastal town of Zhan Jiang (EPS 85.03.69). Instead of 12,000 students 
in most major university fields, plans now call for up to 5,000 in three 
faculties - petroleum and offshore technology, electronic and computer 
technology, and business administration. Expected costs are thus reduced from 
1 billion (1000 million) Norwegian crowns to 300 million. Church officials 
said hesitancy of business firms to invest in the project, because of its 
size, is the reason for the cutback — EPS 


Ecumenical agency formed in wake of Mexican quakes EPS, 85.11.24 
MEXICO CITY - In the wake of the recent earthquakes in Mexico, six 


denominations (Anglican, Pentecostal, Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed, Eastern 
Orthodox) and 23 ecumenical organizations have formed CEMAD, to co-ordinate 
ecumenical reconstruction and development projects there. — EPS 


Scottish Congregationalists urge European food aid EPS «85 2025 
ST ANDREWS - The annual assembly of the Congregational Union of Scotland has 
urged that the European Parliament commit itself to “release food from surplus 
storage in famine emergencies, and to have prepared emergency transportation 


arrangements adequate for any foreseeable delivery needs." — EPS 
Kenyan official ‘declares war' on religious group EPS 85.11.26 
NAIROBL - Keholo Mukhalule, district commissioner for Nyeri Central Province 


of Kenya, says he has “declared war on Chrisco Church" because the group is 
misleading people, for example students who have been induced to stop studying 
because "Christ is coming tomorrow”. Chrisco Church leaders denied the 
allegations, and said they were trying to find out how government 
representatives got such incorrect information. — EPS 


US church leader: sanctuary trials threaten religious freedom EPS (65.0027, 
TUCSON, Arizona/US - General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the [US] National 


Council of Churches said at a news conference in New York (22 October) that 
the trial here of 11 church workers in connection with sanctuary they offered 
to Central Americans in the US illegally was “a well co-ordinated attack by 
our government on a ministry which has been endorsed by several national 
religious bodies, hundreds of churches, and thousands of church-goers". — EPS 


"Partial victory' for Brazilian hunger strikers reported EPS 85.11.28 
PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil - An eight-day hunger strike by 16 Kaingang Indian group 


members in southern Brazil, ended in what an information officer for the 
Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil described (31 October) as 
"partial victory” for the Indians. Strikers included four clergy (two Roman 
Catholics, a Methodist, and a Lutheran), and the group received support from 
the region's Roman Catholic bishops. The dispute concerned allocation of land 
among Indians and white farmers, with church representatives generally 
supporting the former, local political figures the latter. — EPS 


US Lutheran bishop writes Reagan and Gorbachev BPS’ S551 Big 
MINNEAPOLIS - American Lutheran Church Presiding Bishop David Preus_ sent 


letters to the Soviet and US leaders, Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, 
hoping that their summit meeting this month in Geneva “may bear the fruit of 
genuine movement toward relaxation of tensions". He told the leaders that 
“the world looks with plaintive hope to your meeting .... The world longs for 
a new start in the relationship between our two nations." —- EPS 


Nordic church reps urge higher priority to interfaith relations EPS1'85 SEL S30 
UPPSALA - Nordic church representatives (meeting here, 21-25 October) urged 


higher priority to the issue of Christian relations with people of other 
faiths. Among other things, the meeting, organized at the initiative of the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, suggested formation of a joint Nordic 
committee on the _ subject. Most Christians in Norway, Sweden, Iceland, 
Denmark, and Finland are Lutherans. 


World Lutheran general secretary protests El Salvador arrest EPS G2. 
GENEVA - Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett has 
asked the El Salvador government for the immediate release of Lutheran church 
worker Santiago Rodriguez Laura, arrested 25 October. 


Dismissals at African church conference disputed EPs 35 .1Ligae 
NAIROBI - The All Africa Conference of Churches, the continent-wide ecumenical 
organization based here, has let 24 staff members go. AACC General Secretary 
Maxime Rafronsoa reportedly said some contracts were not renewed because of a 
lack of funds, in part because some aid promised from overseas had not been 
sent. New York-based Religious News Service reported from here that the AACC 
has 88 employees, including 64 Kenyans. - EPS 


MCUTEXT:; “Reformed-Methodist Relations" Bro Gtlenived 


{This item is excerpted from the report of the international Methodist/ 
keformed consultation 20-23 July near St Albans, England. (EPS 85.10.32). ] 


-». As we reflect upon our respective heritages in the light of the gospel we 
proclaim, we recognize that we have to be critical of our past as well as 
grecerul “for: it For example, some Reformed people have accorded undue 
prominence to subordinate standards. Some Methodists, taking Wesley out of 
his context, have idealized him. 


Again, we have each to reckon with our history of internal divisions, and the 
fact that in some regions members of the same world body live side by side 
with differences unperceived and unresolved. Furthermore, member churches on 
both sides can all too easily regard as normative the form of the tradition as 
they have received it in a particular place, and can be oblivious to 
alternative forms of the same tradition existing elsewhere. 


All too often Christian communions, out of loyalty to the faith as they 
perceived it at the time, have formally condemned one another. Happily, this 
has not been the case between us. Consequently, in this respect, no 
obstacles require to be surmounted. However, sometimes acrimonious debate 
has raged between us in earlier times on matters central to the gospel. ... 


A primary instance of controversy has concerned predestination and free 
grace. This matter is by no means of antiquarian interest only, for 
distorted teaching on these points still adversely and directly affects the 
lives of people in some parts of the world. It is our conviction that now, on 
the basis of our common understanding of God's sovereign grace for all, we 
have an opportunity of reviewing this issue afresh, and of affirming the 
positive aspects of the gospel which both sides were seeking to defend, and of 
avoiding the distortions to which each side was prone. ... 


Our respective traditions have different starting points in relation to the 
church. The Reformed tradition began with an attempt to reform the church 
according to the word of God. The ecclesial situation which developed - 
Reformed, Presbyterian and Congregational - was complex. The concept of the 
church as God's covenant people, for example, was prominent but variously 
applied. The fact remains, however, that over against Methodist origins the 
Reformed point of departure concerned the true nature of the church. 


The Methodist movement began from a mission to the unevangelized, and saw 
itself at first as a society within the church as it then was. For 
Methodism, the experience of conversion assumed greater prominence’ than 
baptism ... For Methodists, covenant was a personal compact between the 
believer and God, although it was entered into in an act of corporate 
worship. Since Methodism has moved from understanding itself as a society to 
understanding itself as a church, and since some branches of Methodism have 
always regarded themselves in the latter way, there has been a degree of 
Methodist/Reformed convergence on this point, though differences of emphasis 
remain which require further investigation. ... 


There are misunderstandings of the Methodist teaching on Christian perfection 
which derive in part from Wesley's own exposition of it and which need to be 


dispelled. The centre of his teaching was that holiness means perfect love 
although it must be admitted that Methodism has not always been true to this 
conviction. Similarly, distorted emphases in Reformed teaching have led to 


antinomianism on the one hand and to legalism on the other and this has 
obscured the priority of grace. ... —- EPS 


ECUTEXT/"NCCK Statement on Proposed Campus Stabilization Law" EPS 85.11.34 


[Though currently in abeyance, a proposed law on “campus stabilization" may 
still be brought forward by the South Korean government, according to a report 
from the National Council of Churches in Korea. This item is excerpted from 
the August/September issue of NCCK “Activity News”. ] 


... We demand that the government reconsider its belief that campus 
disturbances can be resolved through a statute which calls for physical 
detention and ideological re-education. We do not believe that campus 
stability is possible as long as labourers, peasants and the urban poor 
continue to suffer poverty and political oppression, as long as the media 
continues to be censored and as long as power is exercised in a corrupt and 
unjust manner. We reiterate that only a bold policy of democratic reform 
which is devoutly concerned with the welfare of the people, will bring about 
peace on the campus. 


The government claims that the Campus Stabilization Law is needed in order to 
deal with a minority of so-called “leftist” students. It is, however, 
dangerous to persistently state that campus stability can be obtained by 
weeding out student union leaders without due process and forcing them to 
undergo “ideological” education. 


The government is emphatic in its claim that the purpose of the Campus 
Stabilization Law is to contain the spread of radicalism on the campus. 
However, the law allows the government to arbitrarily interpret the nature of 
campus unrest, define the ideology of so-called anti-government organizations 
and student organizations and to punish students and their supporters without 
due process. Therefore, we believe that the real intent of this law is to 
stifle political criticism. 


The introduction of the protective custody measure is now the responsibility 


of the “quasi-judicial” Student Guidance Education Commission. This allows 
the commission the right to summarily sentence students to ideological 
re-education. This is against the spirit of a free democratic constitution 


and threatens the integrity of our nation's educational system and our 
progress towards democracy. 


This Campus Stabilization Law, if enacted, will further polarize, in an 
antagonistic manner, the people on the one hand and the government on the 
other. The net result will be no more than heightened tension at a 
precarious level which would further exasperate the problem. 


We demand the government and ruling party once again reconsider their position 
on campus problems and drop their plan to push the Campus Stabilization Law. 
We also request that the government and political parties should remember and 
respect the will of the people which was expressed so clearly in the general 
elections of February 1985. We further request that the government pursue 
the realization of academic freedom and democratization of campus in a genuine 
manner, visible to all. 


We believe that the students, faculty and university officials have the wisdom 
and ability to independently achieve their goals of academic freedom and 


democracy on the campuses. We are convinced that the campus communities can 
solve their own problems and contribute to the struggle to overcome our 
nation's social, economic and political problems. When their abilities are 


allowed to flourish, our society will reap the benefits. ... We will continue 
to pray for the freedom of the churches’ mission, campus stability and 
restoration of democracy in our land. ... — EPS 


SCUVLEW/S. Wesley Ariarajah: "Context in Interfaith Dialogue” EPS*os ere so3 


[S. Wesley Ariarajah directs the Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. He is a Methodist 
minister from Sri Lanka. This item is excerpted from a presentation at a 
consultation in Bangalore, India, 1-4 October, sponsored by the [United] 
Church of South India. ] 


-.-. The experience of the past number of years has taught an important lesson, 
naley, that while attitude of dialogue and its principles of relationships are 
applicable to most situations, each specific context has to be dealt with in 
its specificity. For example, each of our dialogue partners of other faiths 
has a different "ethos" and starting point that demand specific attention. 


The dialogue with the Jewish people, with whom we share the Old Testament, is 
not the same as that with the Hindus; the Muslims and the Buddhists have 
different perceptions about religion, its goal, and its role in society that 
has to be hand-led differently. Thus Christians who live with predominantly 
Hindu or Muslim or Jewish communities will have to find specific ways to 
relate to their neighbours. ... 


We have also learned that the minority-majority relations between faith 
communities play an important role in interfaith relations. It is 
significant, for example, that the churches in a number of Western countries 
have moved far ahead of some of the Asian countries in developing organized 
dialogue programmes, even though the Asian countries like India, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, etc. have had a much longer experience of living and working with 
other faiths in actual life situations. 


Here the whole problem of ‘identity' becomes a major issue. In the Western 
nations where Christians, at least normally, are in a majority, they are more 
able to be in dialogue without being afraid of losing their sense of identity. 


In countries where Christians are a minority, like India for example, dialogue 
poses serious questions about Christian identity. "Too much openness can 
lead to assimilation and absorption" one of my friends told me in Sri Lanka, 
“In Asia Christians have to struggle to be themselves”. 


Dialogue is an encounter of faiths. Emphasis has been placed on the right of 
each community to be itself and to define itself. Therefore, dialogue, when 
rightly understood, should not be a threat to anyone's identity or to the 
existence of any community. The fear, however, has to be taken seriously, 
and in this particular case, one has to reconsider the nature of Christian 
identity, how it is formed and preserved, etc. We have to learn anew how a 
community can be both committed to its faith and yet be open to others. 


Then we have other situations where one or other religious or ideological 
community has a history of being intolerant to religious plurality. In other 
cases, aS in the Middle East, historical and political differences have been 
preserved for centuries along religious lines, thus placing the present 
religious communities in an inherited hostile atmosphere. What is the nature 
of the dialogue here, and is there any hope that dialogue can be initiated and 
sustained? 


[n other words, while dialogue is needed in all places, the dialogue in the 
context of Birmingham and Sofia, Lebanon and Nairobi, Tokyo and Bangalore are 
10ot the same. We are learning that much sensitivity to the specific 
1istorical, political, and social realities is needed in dialogue situations. 
,ce oF EPS 


ECUVIEW/S. J. Samartha: "Dialogue and Mission in India” EPS 85.11.36 


[Samartha, a presbyter of the [United] Church of South India, is a consultant 
to the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, and a 
visiting professor at United Theological College, both at Bangalore (India). 
This item is excerpted from his presentation to a CSI consultation in 
Bangalore, 1-4 October. ] 


Dialogue raises theological questions that are at the very roots of our 
Christian existence in a pluralist society. In all discussions on dialogue 
two theological issues claim serious attention. One. is that of mission and 
the other of the uniqueness of Christ. The observations made here should be 
regarded as the beginning of a process of reflection, tentative gropings 
towards provisional answers, not in any way settled opinions on these 
important issues. 


The central affirmation of the Christian faith is that in Jesus of Nazareth 
God has revealed himself in such a way as to manifest his love for the whole 
world and that in doing so has provided a way of salvation for all people. 
Thus revelation and salvation are the twin pillars on which Christian faith 
rests. 


Christological enterprise is an attempt to explain what it means to say that 
in Jesus Christ we encounter God and that through him we experience salvation 
as from God. This matter is bound up with several other areas of theological 
concern. 


The scriptures bear testimony to what happened in Jesus of Nazareth. The 
community of faith has interpreted historical events in such a way as to 
invest massive theological meaning in the life and work of a_ single 
individual. And because salvation is for all, sharing the good news with 
others becomes imperative for the church in the world. 


The question before the church in India is not whether it should be in 
mission, but what kind of mission. In recent years the words from Matthew 
28:18-20: "Go, baptise, make disciples, teach", have been interpreted and 
practised in such a militant and aggressive fashion that mission has come to 
mean “conquest for Christ”. It has become “Onward Christian soldiers, 
marching as to war”. 


Mission is understood as an activity against other religions. Most 
Christians understand mission as working for the extension of Christianity and 
the extinction of other religions. 


For Christians in India to work for the survival of Christianity and the death 
of other religions which millions of our neighbours follow is a tragic denial 
of God's love for all humanity. This makes dialogue impossible. Those who 
hold this view should not use the word “dialogue” at all. To do so would be 
a breach of trust with our neighbours. 


Sometimes the church in India gives the impression that it is continuing 
mission at the point where colonial missions broke off. While not ignoring 
the need for historic continuity in the life and witness of the church, we 
need to recover the original sense of mission in a post-independent era, 
taking into account biblical insights, the lessons from history, the 
dimensions of our national life and the theological significance of other 
religions’. wis’ “EPS 


ECUVIEW/Margaret Hooks: "Mexico's Roman Catholic Bishops” EPS Sovblvot 


[This item is adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press (3 October). Most 
Mexicans are counted as Roman Catholics. ] 


Seven Roman Catholic bishops of the southern Pacific region of Mexico have 
begun to stand out among the country's more than 80 RC bishops for their 
outspoken defence of the poor. 


The bishops, led by Oaxaca Archbishop Bartolome Carrasco Brisefio, last June 
issued the latest in a series of joint pastoral letters. 


Entitled "The Gospel and Worldly Goods", the letter made it clear that "social 
mechanisms that generate and distribute wealth inequitably are unjust and 
ought to be courageously denounced”. 


The bishops called on the rich "to accept the challenge of the gospel" and to 
show "in their own social surroundings, effective signs of change". 


The dioceses of the seven are situated in the southern states of Oaxaca and 
Chiapas, which have an impoverished, mostly indigenous population. 


The region also has the highest number of disappeared and political prisoners 
in Mexico and is characterized by violent land disputes between poor peasants 
and powerful landowners or caciques. 


Priests and bishops in the region have received death threats for helping 
campesinos claim their legal rights. Tehuantepec Bishop Arturo Lona Reyes 
recounts a time when he and a local priest were fired upon. Lona escaped 
injury but the priest was badly wounded. 


Bishops sharing the perspective and commitment of Carrasco and Lona in the 
state of Oaxaca are José de Jesiis Castillo Renteria of Tuxtepec, Hermenegildo 
Sanchez of Huautla, and Braulio Sanchez Fuentes of Mixes. 


The neighbouring state of Chiapas is on the border with Guatemala and has 
received a large number of refugees fleeing repression in that country. San 
Cristobal Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia has sought to protect these refugees, 
often confronting government agencies seeking to move them inland. 


Ruiz recently celebrated mass for Mexico's disappeared, during which he read 
out the names of 514 persons, victims of political kidnappings in Mexico since 
1969, and called for them to be returned to their families. Luis Miguel 
Canton Marin of Tapachula in Chiapas is also included in the group of seven. 


The option for the poor made by these seven bishops has borne fruit in the 
growth of Christian base communities among campesinos and the urban poor. 


Asked to comment on liberation theology, Carrasco said he found it difficult 
to believe the enormous controversy surrounding the subject: "It's never those 
who put it into practice who have any problems with it, just those who look at 
it from the point of view of theory and ideology.” 


Apart from their recent pastoral letter, the seven bishops have issued joint 
pastoral letters on their Christian commitment to the Indians and campesinos 
(peasants) of the region (1977) and on drug trafficking (1984). 


Members of a bishops' conference reputed to be conservative, the seven bishops 
of the southern Pacific region have at times been accused of being divisive. 
However, they remain firm in their commitment. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Alfonso Damman: “Puerto Rico's Roman Catholic Bishops” EPS 85.11.38 


[This item is abridged and adapted from the 17 October issue of Lima-based 
Latinamerica Press. ] 


Eighty-five percent of Puerto Ricans regard themselves as Roman Catholic, but 
the island has done little to offer direction or provoke critical reflection 
on the pressing issues facing the US possession. 


The bishops’ US counterparts have published a pastoral letter challenging the 
nuclear arms build-up, and recently called for a change in policies on third 
world debt repayment; however, the Puerto Rican bishops have consistently 
avoided topics likely to spark controversy. 


In 1983, when debate raged over the question of application for US statehood 
(the island is officially a US "“commonwealth"), the bishops were neutral. 
Again, when their long-awaited statement on the arms race and the dangers of 
nuclear warfare was released, last year, it turned out to be a lukewarm 
“Declaration on Harmony among Human Beings”. 


Many had hoped for a much stronger document, given newly-revealed evidence of 
US contingency plans to use the island for the storage of nuclear weapons. 
The bishops, however, limited themselves to generalities. They asked for a 
“disarmament policy ... patiently realistic and courageously humanitarian", 
and “multilateral, organic, gradual, sincere and verifiable” steps toward it. 


Surveys here indicate that bolder statements by the hierarchy would be well 
received. According to these polls, most Puerto Ricans believe the two most 
important issues facing the country are independence and the island's role in 


any future nuclear confrontation. Both of these concerns surface again and 
again, as do fears over growing unemployment, increasing crime, drug 
addiction, and environmental pollution. However, the bishops’ have 


consistently avoided addressing them. 


There are historical reasons for their wariness. In the late 1950s, the 
church became embroiled in an outright confrontation over its role in the 
country's political life, from which it never quite recovered. The conflict 


arose aS a consequence of the bishops’ insistence that religious instruction 
be given to Catholic children during school hours, which clashed with US 
constitutional prohibitions against state aid to religion. 


Today, Puerto Rico has five Roman Catholic dioceses and 11 native bishops. 
One bishop, Antulio Parrilla Bonilla, a Jesuit, has been excluded from any 
significant leadership position because he vocally campaigns for Puerto Rican 
independence. Far more progressive than the bishops are Puerto Rico's 
religious communities, organized in the Conference of Religious Orders 
(COR). Headed by Eugenio Gonzales, a Spanish-born priest, the COR has an 
active Justice and Peace Commission and has recently made headlines for its 
participation in peace vigils in front of the US military bases at Fort Ramey 
and Salinas. Both bases could serve as staging areas for a US invasion of 
Central America or for attacks on other Latin American countries. 


The bishops are wary of social activism on the part of priests and 
religious. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, many clerics joined the 
rapidly-growing Christians for Socialism movement. In response, the bishops 
removed priests from a number of parishes and sent them to outlying areas. 
Entire pastoral teams were dismissed for working to form Christian base 
communities. Many attempts at liturgical renewal were also curtailed. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/James Sauer: “Comparing Canadian and US Christianity” EPS 85.11.39 


[Sauer, formerly a national staff member of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
is a parish minister in Ottawa. This is excerpted from his article, "The 
Canadian Context", in the February 1985 issue of “pmc" magazine. ] 


-.-. American parish practice tends to be more pragmatic than Canadian. They 
are more concerned with what works than with why it works. Look at the 
proliferation of books on “how-to” programmes, or ministers' manuals, or 
sermon-writing services. 


By contrast, Canadian religious culture tends to reflect first, then act. 
This appears to be less pragmatic, though in the end the difference often 
turns out to be one of style rather than content. For example, a recent 
review by a Candian theological college principal of the book on the 
“story-telling” style of preaching expressed only one reservation. He felt 
that while preaching should be vivid, it must also remain “critical” - that 
is, it must be reflective and not just entertaining. ... 


This emphasis on principle rather than practice - why rather than how - is a 
major factor which must be kept in mind when translating American experience 
into Canadian reality. 


Another major difference relates to the models used in training clergy. 
American models tend to an integration of theory and practice, the 
professional model. Canadian colleges have more typically tended to have 
practice follow theory - the academic model. 


Americans tend to regard the church as a means to an end, rather than an end 
in itself. They see the church as an “instrumentality” for growth, 
evangelism, a more just society, or a host of other options. This view is 
overwhelmingly reflected in parish practice literature. Theological debate, 
when there is any, focuses on the goal to be achieved, rather than on the 
nature of the church itself. 


Canadian leaders, on the other hand, more often regard the church as a 
“modality” - to put it crudely, as an end in itself, even though we may not be 
sure what that end is. Thus the pressing issue here is the purpose and role 
of the church (how shall the church think of itself) while the agenda of the 
American church focuses on task (what shall the church do). ... 


Canadian-American differences also affect the cultural area of belonging or 
assimilation. In the United States, people join in order to belong. When 
they go to a new church, they do so with the intention of joining. 


In Canada, on the other hand, people rarely join until they have a sense of 
belonging. 


The most immediate implication lies in the areas of church growth and 
evangelism. In the US, the priorities are evangelism and rapid growth. 
Canadian congregations should place a high priority on issues of belonging and 
assimilation, and accept that growth will be slower than in the United 
States. Unfortunately, the majority of materials available on new 
congregational development, evangelism, and church growth reflect the American 
experience rather than Canadian realities. As a result, there has been 
frustration in all these areas among Canadian churches. 


Many other areas of influential differences could be explored - sources and 
perceptions of authority, the nature of the church as volunteer society or 
formal association, etc. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: “Letter from London" EPS 85.11.40 


Like the psalmist, the British churches trust in God to deliver them from the 
snare of the fowler. But these days, the reference is often to Norman 
Fowler, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Social Services. 


In June, he published proposals for reforming the social security system. 
They have drawn unanimous criticism of British church leaders (and of many 
other bodies and individuals besides). There were, of course, variations in 
their responses, and some proposals were welcomed. But underlying all the 
church responses was fear the proposals would erode the framework on which 
Britain's social security system had been built since implementation of the 
Beveridge report at the end of World War II. 


This was explicit in the response of the Roman Catholic Church in England and 
Wales, which focused on the proposals' underlying philosophy. No new 
arrangements could be expected to last if they were not based on the kind of 
national consensus that marked the implementation of the Beveridge report, it 
said. Consensus demanded "the national unity in which all members of society 
are enabled to feel that they have a stake in that society”. The response 
also criticized the proposals' emphasis on individual self-reliance in a way 
that presented the individual as an isolated atom, and ignored the reality of 
every individual being supported by a network of mutual dependence. 


Similarly, the British Council of Churches criticized the “sharp distinction" 
between state and individual provision. “No individual in our society can 
make independent provision for future need", it said. “We all depend on 
corporate and mutual structures.” 


The [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland's response spoke of “a stress 
on the virtue of individual self-reliance with a tendency to despise the 


‘feckless' who cannot provide for themselves" - an attitude which "cuts across 
our commitment to a just and equitable society". And the Roman Catholic 
Church in Scotland saw the proposals' emphasis on “targetting” - trying to 


make sure that benefits go to those who need them - as betraying an underlying 
differentiation between "deserving" and “undeserving" poor. It said it would 
mean “robbing the poor to help the poorest”. It also criticized “economic 
and ideological preconceptions” behind the proposals, preconceptions which in 
its view divided the country into two nations, the rich and the poor. 


The [Anglican] Church of England's Board for Social Responsibility was 
critical of any suggestion that savings in the social security budget should 
be used to finance reductions in taxation. "We do not believe that it is 
possible to deal with the reform of social security without including an 
examination of the impact of the present system of taxation on the 
distribution of wealth and income”, it said. 


General criticism attached to the absence of any detailed figures from the 
government's proposals. Other points to come in for criticism included the 
proposal that everyone, regardless of income, should pay 20 percent of his or 
her rates (the property tax that traditionally has funded local government); 
and cash limits proposed for the new social fund for meeting special needs, 
leading to the prospect of the money to meet such cases of hardship simply 
running out in some years. 


A distinctive suggestion from the Quakers was "that money currently being 
allocated to defence could be used to finance many of the welfare services 
where cuts are proposed”. They also voiced concern over the proposal that 
benefit would only be given to those who had been in Britain for "a set 
period” (unquantified), with an apparent lack of provision for refugees. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Mission in a Pluralistic Age” EPS 85.11.41 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from a lecture at Boston University (16 October). ] 


--- With this fact of a [religiously] pluralistic situation, the new awareness 
of that situation, the growing missiological reflection, we may well ask, 
where are we now, theologically? What is the foundation of a Christian 
missionary activity today? I am using the word 'mission' here with a strong 
accent on its evangelistic component. 


I recognize fully that mission, especially in the perspective of the Kingdom 
of God, embraces the participation of human beings, and Christians in 
particular, in all aspects of God's creation. But it is particularly in the 
ages-long Christian conviction that the gospel is addressed to every human 
creature with a clear invitation to faith in Jesus Christ that the tension 
lies. 


How do Christians extend that invitation in a world where the others are also 
motivated by religious or ideological convictions and are not passive objects 
waiting to be missionized by Christians? In a world where Christians cannot 
claim objective moral superiority over people of other convictions, what 
compels us to go in the name of God to encounter our neighbours? Even the 
way in which we state the problem indicates some of our basic presuppositions: 


(1) We do not believe that relativism is a solution to this dilemma. The 
idea that religions have an ethnic confine has been superseded by the history 
of many religions, not only of Christianity. The conviction that everybody 
is right and that it is only a question of perspective is a superficialization 
and a lack of respect for people's religious convictions. 


Nearly every religion makes a basic claim for truth in terms of salvation for 
humanity. Those claims deserve to be shared, analyzed, scrutinized, decided 
upon. For Christians in particular, the event of God's incarnation in Jesus 
Christ cannot be conceived as one among many other similar ones. And if 
other religions seem to be so all-inclusive as to even provide a place for a 
God-Christ in their pantheons, this is not at all tolerance or inclusiveness; 
it means application of the absolute claim of those religions to the 
particular figure of Jesus Christ. 


Relativism, whether geographical, ethnic. or philosophical, is not a 
constructive solution to our problem. 


(23 The second easy solution that we reject is what we call sectarian: the 
conviction that only those who respond to my particular creed are saved while 
the masses of humankind will be condemned to destruction or damnation. It is 
precisely the pluralistic nature of our world that makes of every sectarian 
claim a threat to peace and to the capacity of human beings to live together 
in the construction of a common social order. 


If relativism tries to preserve recognition of the respective values of 
different “Weltanschauungen”, Christian or religious sectarianism wants to 
preserve faithfulness to the particular values represented in a given 
tradition, but without risking those values to the actual encounter with 
reality. To accept this approach would be to accept the defeat of God's 
purposes in creation, in the incarnation of Jesus Christ and in the promise of 
an eschatological summing up of all things in Christ. (over) 


Castro/2 


(3) We also reject an easy or artificial syncretism of the Baha'i style: 
constructions with a rational character that betray the existence of another 
source of truth under whose authority the syncretistic construction takes 
place. While some syncretism is unavoidable in any human encounter ... 


(4) Finally, we also reject the interesting attempts developed by several 
theologians to baptize non-Christian people, calling them “anonymous 
Christians”. The positive side of this is the recognition of the values and 
virtues of many people within the most diverse religious systems that 
illustrate the kind of Christian values that we would like to see defended, 
expanded, assured and confirmed everywhere. 


We cannot avoid having the impression that behind this kind of “baptism” of 
others we are applying a kind of spiritual paternalism, a certain moral 
superiority that we presuppose in the Christian community that will accredit 
others as Christians. Our fellow human being wants to be recognized in his 
or her own identity within the particular community to which he or she 
belongs. Only in that way can we avoid condescending attitudes and fully 
respect our partner; then the give and take of a witnessing encounter can 
take place. 


I am, of course, unfair to the theological, anthropological discussions that 
have taken place inside the debates on anonymous Christians. But as we look 
for a.foundation for our missionary attitude, let us start from a real 
recognition of the religious otherness of the other. 


Having stated then some of the more or less easy solutions that we reject, let 
us attempt a description of what we consider to be a Christian foundation for 
our evangelistic and missionary work, for our living encounter with people of 
other faiths. We must go to the roots of our Christian faith; nothing less 
than that will do. ... 


Finally, we live from the grace of God, from the mystery that God has 
consigned all men to disobedience, that he may have mercy upon all. And the 
apostle closes this chapter of passionate discussion in a doxological tone. 
Finally, the only thing that matters is that “from him and through him and to 
him are all things. To him be glory for ever.” What is exciting for me 
here is the passionate concern for persons, his desire to share the gospel 
with everybody in the community of Israel and, at the same time, the 
recognition that beyond our understanding and in the over-all wisdom of God, 
the others, even in their being outside the gospel or rejecting the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, are fulfilling a role that will be fully revealed in the 
eschatological coming of the Kingdom of God. 


We carry a mission ..., because we cannot do otherwise. We do not have the 
right to decide a priori who might respond to an invitation to join the 
conscious body of followers of Jesus Christ. But also, we carry a mission in 
this pluralistic world because we hope to discover in the encounter with 
others some dimensions of their participation in the total dynamic of the 
Kingdom of God and in this way to receive from them a kind of reflected light 
that will help us to go deeper into our own experience of God and to grow in 
the doxological expression of our Christian faith. 


"0 the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 


are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! "For who has known the mind 
of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?' "Or who has given a gift to 
him that he might be repaid?' For from him and through him and to him are 


all things. To him be glory for ever. Amen.” (Romans 11:33-36). — EPS 
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EPS deadlines till the end of the year (all times 7h00 GMT): Wednesday, 20 
November; Wednesday, 2/7 November; Monday, 9 December. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


New from WCC Publications: “Enduring Witness: The Churches and _ the 
Palestinians” by Larry Ekin is an “interpretative account" of the involvement 
of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches in "the search for peace and 
justice in the Middle East, in particular in the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict.” It costs 6.25 US dollars, 12.90 Swiss francs, or 4.25 UK pounds. 


The [US] Consultation on Church Union has moved to Research Park, 151 Wall 
Street, Princeton NJ 08540 USA. 


Several ecumenical events were planned in connection with the superpower 
summit in Geneva, 19-20 November. Coverage of them is planned for the next 
two issues of EPS. If you have deadlines which require other arrangements, 
let EPS know immediately. 


Coverage of the emergency meeting on South Africa (EPS 85.11.14): Those who 
wish to attend it, or who have particular deadlines in connection with 
coverage of it, should let EPS know by 25 November. (EPS coverage is 
scheduled for the issue being mailed 10 December.) 


Coverage of the bishops' synod to mark the 20th anniversary of the end of the 
Second Vatican Council is projected for the issue of EPS to be mailed 10 
December. 


“Global Village” is a documentary (in 25- and 50-minute versions) on the 
effects of satellite radio and tv on village life in India. It is available 
on video cassette and l6mm film. Information on costs and languages is 
available from the World Association for Christian Communication, 122 King's 
Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The Koinonia-Diakonia working group has issued a booklet on the “search for 
new ecumenical understandings and activities in diakonia” (Christian 
service). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Europe 
Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The group is sponsored by Diakonia (World 
Federation of Sisterhoods and Diaconal Associations), International Centre for 
the Diaconate, European Deacons' Conference, and World Council of Churches. 


A sample copy of the December issue of the WCC magazine “One World” is 
available from WCC/Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Included in the 
issue are articles on Leah Tutu, a Dutch mission calendar, a church-related 
rural development programme in Kenya, pastoral service for industrial workers 
in Australia, the church in Europe, and active non-violence. 


ORTHODOX TO MEET Ecumenical Press 
IN 1987 ON MISSION Service 85.11.42 


SOFIA - A conference on "Orthodoxy in mission" is to be held in May 1987. 


At its meeting here last month (21-26 October), the Orthodox Advisory Group of 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches suggested the meeting take place in Finland or Greece. 


The Orthodox meeting is part of preparation for the next WCC-sponsored World 
Mission Conference, in 1988. In addition, it is to “evaluate the real mission 
task and needs of the Orthodox churches in different situations today, to 
formulate co-operative mission goals and action for the remainder of this 
century", and to “encourage greater participation of the Orthodox in 
ecumenical mission endeavours.” 


Participants in the meeting would number about 50, and include representatives 
of church mission departments, monasteries, and theological schools. Also to 
be invited in particular are women, youth, and participants from the Eastern 
and Oriental Orthodox diaspora (areas where Orthodoxy has not been numerically 
strong). 


Further elaborating on the meeting, the group said it could, among other 
things, “provoke and stimulate the missionary spirit within the Orthodox 
churches”, and “lead to an examination of the local parish and of the need for 
every baptized member ... to witness daily.” 


The group added it could lead to “a clearer understanding of the divine 
eucharist as a missionary event in itself" and “a deeper examination of the 
biblical concern for mission.” 


In other parts of its report, the group said “the role of women as deaconesses 
must be reexamined and recognized as a form of ministry." It observed that 
“from the apostolic age and throughout the centuries women played a very 
important and vital role in the life and mission of the church.” 


The group said it was “important to help Orthodox to identify the role and 
place of women in mission, education, diakonia [Christian service] and 
ecumenism in the church.” It called for a dialogue on the issue among 
Orthodox women "to prepare them for ecumenical participation”. 


As part of a series of six recommendations, the group: 


- encouraged “new Orthodox ways of life ... assuming the positive elements of 
... local situations” and urged giving up “customs that no longer have any 
relevance” in new situations; 


- urged formation of a committee to co-ordinate world-wide developments in 
Orthodox mission; 


- suggested a consultation with the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox about a 
possible visit by an inter-Orthodox team to “offer both support and courage to 
the local church” and to give participants a chance to learn from the 
situation in Ethiopia, where Orthodoxy is the numerically-dominant form of 
Christianity; 


- called for selection of an icon to mark the 1988 World Mission Conference, 
“because icons are a powerful mission and catechetical tool” and because the 
1200th anniversary of the ecumenical council which restored the use of icons 
in Orthodox worship is in 1987. — EPS 


CHURCH REPS FROM Ecumenical Press 
CUBA IN US VISIT Service 85.11.43 


HAVANA - Invited by the [US] National Council of Churches, five Cuban church 
leaders were scheduled to visit the US (17-26 November). The NCC also invited 
José Felipe Carneado, director of the Cuban government department of religious 
affairs, but because of the US ban on visits by Cuban Communist party 
officials, it was not known (14 November) whether he would be able to come. 


Heading the church delegation was Adolfo Ham, president of the Ecumenical 
Council of Cuba. Besides the NCC, the group planned to visit several US 
denominational offices, including those of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church of the Brethren, Presbyterian 
Church (USA), United Methodist Church, and United Church of Christ. 


The government and the Roman Catholic Church in Cuba, the largest Christian 
grouping in the country, have recently improved relations (EPS 85,10.03, 54), 
after a legacy of official church opposition to the revolution which brought 
Fidel Castro to power in 1959. 


After a recent visit to Cuba, Alan Walker, director of the Sydney-based 
[Methodist] World Evangelism Centre, described Methodism's growth on the 
island in the past 20 years as “amazing”. Walker quoted Carneado as telling 
him the government wants the churches to help overcome “the serious moral, 
personal, and family problems of Cuba". - EPS 


POLISH-GERMAN WORSHIP Ecumenical Press 
ASKS RECONCILIATION Service 85.11.44 
WARSAW - Polish and FRG (West German) church representatives worshipped 


together here last month (6 October) marking the 20th anniversary of a 
memorandum by the Evangelical [United, Lutheran, Reformed] Church in Germany 
which appealed for official recognition of the post-World-War-II boundary 
between Poland and the GDR (East Germany). 


At the service, Helmut Hild, vice-chairperson of the EKD council, spoke 
strongly against suggestions by some in the FRG that Germany might someday 
revert to its pre-war borders. “Understanding and reconciliaiton require the 
recognition of the border solution at the Oder and Neisse rivers”, he said. 


Polish Lutheran Bishop Janusz Narzynski said in a sermon that reconciliation 
did not erase differences, but rather, eliminated enmity. He said a task of 
the church and Christians is to be bridges between people in different social 
systems. — EPS 


SWISS CHURCH AID AGENCIES Ecumenical Press 
URGE ASYLUM POLICY CHANGES Service 85.11.45 


ZURICH - Two Swiss church aid agencies, Caritas and HEKS, have urged changes 
in Swiss regulations concerning those seeking asylum. They say that the 
current regulations cause hardships for many asylum seekers. 


Current Swiss law does not allow deportation of asylum seekers if they are 
likely to be persecuted in their home countries. The agencies say it is also 
unreasonable to deport asylum seekers who have been waiting for three or more 
years for a decision on their request for permission to stay in Switzerland. 


The agencies refer to the official Swiss church stance “on the side of the 
refugees”. Opposition to refugees, and particularly to “false refugees”, has 
increased in Switzerland. -— EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN HUNGER STRIKE Ecumenical Press 
SEEKS RELEASE OF PRISONERS Service 85.11.46 


CAPE TOWN - More than 200 prisoners at the Pollsmoor and Victor Verster 
prisons near here, began (10 November) a hunger strike to press for the 
release of all South African political prisoners. Among the group are a 
German Lutheran pastor and a Reformed (Congregational) minister. 


The German, Gottfried Kraatz, reportedly. refused to seek intervention by FRG 
(West German) authorities for his release unless it was linked to the freeing 
of all other prisoners. Vigils in support of the strikers were organised in 
area churches, whose bells tolled every sunset. 


On a tour of Western countries last week, Johannesburg Anglican Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, and General Secretary C.F. Beyers Naudé of the South Africa Council of 
Churches reportedly called on European and American banks to demand the 
resignation of the South African government as a condition for rescheduling 
South Africa's debt repayments. 


In South Africa, the SACC urged its member churches to make all resources 
available for the education of black children whose schooling has _ been 
disrupted by the violence and civil disorder. School children have been at 
the forefront of clashes with security forces in protest against race 
inequality in schools and elsewhere. Many are boycotting examinations. 


The presidium of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches sent (31 
October) the SACC a message of support. Holding that "the doctrine and 
practice of apartheid are contrary to the gospel of Jesus Christ; ...have been 
used as an instrument of oppression of non-white communities; and ... 
constitute an affront to human dignity for all races in a society which 
maintains them", the letter affirmed that “in the body of Christ, 'when one 
member suffers, all the members suffer; when one member is honoured, all the 
members rejoice’ (I Cor. 12:26)". Noting “how easy it is to be hypocritical", 
the letter said “we are not unmindful of the social problems - sometimes very 
acute ones —- in our own countries”. 


In another message, the Church of Sweden Aid Organisation wrote South African 
President P.W. Botha to demand that he “abolish apartheid now” and meet "the 
authentic black leaders" at a UN conference to “work out a blueprint for a 
new, non-racial South Africa”. 


Meanwhile, the South African government has not allowed Allan _ Boesak, 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, to go to the US to 
receive an award this month from the Robert Kennedy Foundation. The 
government refused to return his passport, even though a court lifted (4 
November) a travel ban which was part of bail restrictions imposed on Boesak 
after his release (20 September) from three weeks in solitary confinement. 


“It is almost a personal vendetta against me; and, far more seriously, it is 
contempt for the courts", Boesak reportedly said. He called the South African 
situation more serious now than three months ago, when a state of emergency 
was declared. In his first major public address since bail restrictions were 
relaxed, he called “our children ... targets for trigger-happy policemen”, and 
suggested that restrictions on media coverage were imposed “so they can kill 
us in peace” with "no record”. 


In neighbouring Namibia, which is controlled by South Africa, the Roman 
Catholic Commission for Justice and Reconciliation reiterated church rejection 
of South African rule, and called on church members to "abstain from any 
unnecessary co-operation" with it. — EPS 


INTERFAITH ACTION, BOYCOTT, Ecumenical Press 
SUMMIT ON US CHURCH AGENDA Service 85.11.47 


FORT WORTH (Texas/US) - Meeting here (6-8 November), the Governing Board of 
the 3l-denomination [US] National Council of Churches heard a call from world 
Muslim and Jewish leaders for interfaith action on hunger and poverty, set a 
deadline for NCC efforts to mediate in a labor dispute, and commissioned a 
church delegation going to Geneva during the superpower summit there. 


Appearing together before the board were General Secretary Abdullah Umar 
al-Nassif of the World Muslim League, and Vice-President Arthur Hertzberg of 
the World Jewish Congress. The two urged common work against hunger, poverty, 
and violence. Each spoke also of the significance of their joint appearance. 
Commented Hertzberg, "It's almost less important what we will say tonight, 
than that we are talking together, finally at long last.” 


The board spent about two hours debating NCC strategy in mediating a dispute 
among the Campbell Soup Company, Farm Labor Organizing Committee, and tomato 
and cucumber growers. The board first rejected - by a one-vote margin after 
two recounts - a motion to endorse an immediate boycott of Campbell products. 
The next day, an overwhelming majority authorized the NCC executive committee 
to endorse the boycott at its meeting next 21 February unless by then there 
are “collective bargaining agreements" which end the dispute. 


An NCC special committee has been involved in mediation efforts. Its 
chairperson, William P. Thompson, said on behalf of the majority of the 
committee that "to endorse the boycott at this time would do_ grave 
disservice". He called the mediation process, the first such undertaken by 
the council, “very fragile”. 


However, Progressive National Baptist Convention General Secretary C.J. Malloy 
Jr. argued for immediate action because the “poor, the disenfranchised, those 
who have these hurts want some kind of action now”. United Church of Christ 
President Avery Post called it “a familiar power-and-powerless issue. Power 
can bide its time. Powerless can't wait." 


Announcing plans for a joint US-USSR church vigil in Geneva during the summit, 
NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer called it a “dramatic sign of our unity in 
Christ across the walls of ideological and other differences.” The 12-person 
NCC delegation was commissioned by the board during worship on the last day of 
its meeting. 


The board approved an “ecumenical agenda" to “focus energies on the pressing 
needs and challenges of the ecumenical movement” in the US. It includes 
Christian unity, peace with justice, ecumenical learning, stewardship of 
nature, ecumenical spirituality, and cultural renewal. 


Also approved was the theological basis for a policy statement on racial 
justice the board okayed in November 1984. The new text calls “racism ... an 
expression of idolatry, replacing faith in the God who made all people and who 
raised Jesus from the dead with the belief in the superiority of one race over 
another or in the universality of a particular culture”. 


The board approved a 1986 NCC budget of 42.78 million US dollars, of which 
30.88 million is to be spent by Church World Service, the NCC's emergency 
relief, rehabilitation, and development arm. It called for a report at its 
May meeting on possible revisions to plans for an NCC "Ecumenical Commitment 
Fund" of 1.24 million US dollars in 1986 from the 31 NCC members, and a 
“Common Services Fund” of 2.08 million in 1986, assessed from the various NCC 
units. — EPS 


AID TO CHURCH SCHOOLS AN Ecumenical Press 
ISSUE IN CANADIAN PROVINCE Service 85.11.48 


[This item is adapted from the October issue of “United Church Observer” 
magazine. } 


TORONTO (Mike Milne) - Extension of full funding to Roman Catholic secondary 
schools in Ontario has been dissected, discussed and cussed since first being 
announced by then-Premier William Davis to a jubilant legislature in June 1984. 


The decision has been hailed by Roman Catholic educators and parents, eyed 
with me-too enthusiasm by private school advocates (who also want government 


funding) and - after being compared by Toronto Anglican Archbishop Lewis 
Garnsworthy to Adolf Hitler's “government by decree" in a pre-election press 
conference - blamed for the Progressive Conservative government's fall from 
power. 


In September, with the funding decision still being considered by the Ontario 
Court of Appeal, and still being subjected to public and political wrangling 
in a legislature committee, thousands of youngsters entered grades 11-13 in 
Roman Catholic schools confident the government would foot the bill for their 
education. That bill is estimated at 80 million Canadian dollars this year, 
rising to 150 million in two years as funding is phased-in. 


The full-funding decision, now in the hands of the Liberal minority 
government, has come under fire at all levels of the United Church of Canada, 
with numerous conferences and presbyteries calling for a postponement of the 
move. 


A former UCC moderator, Clarke MacDonald of the UCC Division of Mission in 
Canada, has been a leading voice in the issue, calling for fairness, social 
unity, democratic decision-making and justice both for students and teachers 
in state schools whose jobs may be threatened. 


But underlying the whole issue for many opponents is their view that even more 
public money will be used to further the mission of the Roman Catholic church. 


The religious question, though obvious, is one which had not been widely 
addressed. Garnsworthy suggested that is perhaps because "you are a bigot 
if you dare to question it”. 


It is a question, however, which MacDonald raised clearly in a recent 
statement to the legislature's social development committee of the legislature. 


By early September, before television cameras, it had considered well over 600 
submissions on the funding bill, and had more hearings scheduled into last 
month. : 


"One must raise in this discussion, the subject of the use of public funds to 
promote the values of one clear, dogmatic position to the exclusion of all 
others”, said MacDonald. 


The former moderator called it "very offensive” to him as a member of a 
denomination which supports family planning, that public funds could be used 
to teach "that birth control is a sin”. 


Hanns Skoutajan, a UCC minister who is president of the Coalition for Public 
Education, said schools should be for “education, not evangelism.” But, he 
added, “Right now, it has been a non-religious issue; it has been a political 
issue. We haven't heaped any abuse on each other in the church sense.” — EPS 


UK group for Christian participation in politics EPS 85.11.49 
The first conference (1-3 November) of Christians in Politics, a new British 
group largely comprised of university students, focussed on “Liberation 
Theology and the Church in Britain". "The idea was to see what lessons could 
be learnt from the experiences of ‘third world' churches and relate them to 
the Church in Britain today", according to a report from the group, which aims 
to encourage active Christian involvement in politics. — EPS 


Australian RC bishops urge protection of Aboriginals FP 3.268.341 120 
CANBERRA - Australia's Roman Catholic bishops have called for protection of 
aboriginal land rights in a letter to Prime Minister Bob Hawke, according to 
an AAP news agency report in the “Canberra Times” (24 October). The letter 
urges the federal government to use its special constitutional powers on this 
subject to push “solutions to present injustices being suffered by Aboriginal 
citizens" in various Australian states. The letter, signed by Brisbane Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Francis Rush, president of the national conference of 
Roman Catholic bishops, says the church is sad about community indifference to 
the issue, and the intolerance of some groups. — EPS 


Lutheran pastors exchange grassroots experiences EPS 85.11.51 
ARUSHA, Tanzania - A recent South-South seminar sponsored by Bavarian 
Lutherans brought together Lutheran pastors from Papua New Guinea and Tanzania 
at the Lutheran theological college near here for an exchange of pastoral 
experiences across cultures. There is to be a series of such exchanges. — EPS 


US Presbyterians urge banks to fight apartheid EPS, 82.61 Le92 
NEW YORK - The Presbyterian Church (USA) decided last month to file a 
shareholder resolution asking four US banks not to give loans to “any sector 
of the South African economy". The loans, it said, “strengthen the abhorrent 
system of apartheid law and white minority rule”. - EPS 


Vatican editorial stresses urgency of demilitarisation EPS¢85..kkedo 
ROME - An editorial on the Reagan-Gorbachev summit in the Vatican newspaper 
“Osservatore Romano” (2 November) said "the choice is between = an 


uncontrollable and apocalyptic peril and an alternative not only of no war but 
also, hopefully, of constructive relations which could liberate resources for 
the struggle against hunger, misery, sickness." — EPS 


Runcie and pope to meet in February in India EPS 185014624 
BOMBAY - Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie is to meet informally with 
Pope John Paul II here (9 February), when both are on separate official visits 
to India. >, EPS 


US budget proposals worry Lutheran bishops EPS Saeliwad 
WASHINGTON - US Lutheran bishops last month urged members of the US national 
legislature to "make concern for the poor a priority” in efforts to balance 
the US budget. In a letter, most of the bishops of the Lutheran Church in 
America expressed their fear that government proposals to balance the budget 
would adversely affect such priorities as subsidised housing for the poor, 
elderly, and handicapped; and aid to families with small children. —- EPS 


Marchers to seek peace in Central America EPS 83.iliwae 
OSLO - Peacemarch Through Central America, a group based here, has announced 
that an estimated 300 Europeans and North Americans will walk in support of 
peace and human rights in the region. The group is to begin in Panama City 
(10 December) and reach Mexico City (22 January) after walking through 
Gautemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. The group, which 
includes two 7/5-year-olds, intends to visit prisons, schools, and 
congregations on their way. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Message to Mexicans after the Earthquakes” EPS ‘SxoLiLe ot 


[This message from a group of church representatives in Mexico was issued in 
the wake of the earthquakes which destroyed portions of Mexico City last 
September. It is included in a report of a post-earthquake visit to Mexico 
by Gerson Meyer, on behalf of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. A copy of the 
full report is available on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


be For Christians the earth is God's creation and the house in which human 
beings live (Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 1:10; Colossians 1:16). 


2% If all human beings live in the same house, the earth, then all have a 
responsibility to care for it (Genesis 2:8; Genesis 4:7; John 8:44). 


4 Through our selfishness we human beings have created divisions in our 
house which have come to seem insurmountable: nationalities, languages, 
ambitions, ideologies, social classes, to name but aé_é few. Despite 


appearances these divisions can be overcome through love, one of the finest 
expressions of which is solidarity. 


Love can transform present reality which is marked by disorder and turn it 
into a new reality in which all things are made new (from chaos to cosmos) 
(Genesis 10:11; John 4:8). 


4. When the disorder is caused or increased by a natural phenomenon like the 
earthquake which destroyed part of the federal capital on Thursday, 29 
September this year, all the inhabitants of the house must accept the 
challenge to co-operate in the rebuilding of the part that is damaged (Romans 
iis P Gorintinans 13). 


os Today, in this city on which so much physical and mental damage has been 
inflicted, we suffer but we are not ready to admit defeat; we must have our 
ecumenical responsibility to love and serve. 


This is why our message has to be one of hope and not despair, a call to 
rebuilding and not to fatalistic acceptance. This is not the end of the 
world, nor of our house, but the beginning of a painful and at the same time 
beautiful ecumenical experience. 


6. Today the four horsemen of the apocalypse are riding through our city. 
Especially one of them, the one who is mounted on the black horse of want, of 
those who take advantage of the misfortune of others for their own profit, the 
speculators, those who in the words of Isaiah (Isaiah 5) join house to house 
and add field to field in an unquenchable thirst for money. 


The people must organize to face these enemies of house who, like the rider in 
the book of Revelation, miss no opportunity to give three quarts of wheat for 
a denarius, which is much more than it is really worth, like the millers who 
are now offering kilos of tortillas at 400 pesos or the employers who prefer 
to rescue their cloth and machines before human beings (Revelation 6:5-6). 


F ays The scale of tragedy has been immense but we know, nonetheless, that 
every situation, however unpleasant and painful, can be transformed. This is 
why we end our message urging that we should work together in an organized 
fashion to restore order to this part of the house which is in such disorder 
today. 


As Christians, we do so confident in the knowledge that, despite differences 
which separate us, we have the one Lord, one faith and one baptism. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: “Letter from New York" EPS 85.11.58 
The Aids crisis in the US is drawing widespread church response, with 
denominational bodies as well as individual clergy and congregations beginning 


to act. 


Compared with major diseases, Aids (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) has 


struck few people - about 15,000 reported cases in the nation. But public 
alarm grows because the numbers are said to double every ten months, and AIDS 
almost always proves fatal. The anguish of victims intensifies as they see 


even families and friends sometimes drawing away in horror. 


Aids evokes a complex response from church people because medical evidence 
indicates most cases are transmitted by male homosexual activity. Other 
significant factors are sharing unsterilized needles in intravenous drug use, 
promiscuous heterosexual activity, and blood transfusions. 


People who believe homosexuals already suffer unjustly because of condemnation 
by church and society see in the added pain of the homosexual community from 
Aids a renewed and compelling call for ministry. Others, continuing to call 
homosexual activity sin, wish to demonstrate that they nonetheless extend 
Christian compassion to the suffering sinner. 


"Christianity Today," a conservative evangelical magazine, carried a guest 
editorial 18 October about the Aids death of actor Rock Hudson. “Serious 
Christians. are reminded by the Aids phenomenon that God is not mocked", wrote 
Cornelius Plantinga of Calvin Theological Seminary, a school of the Christian 
Reformed Church. "When someone sins, someone pays," he wrote. But he went 
on to warn of “perhaps more severe” divine judgement on self-righteousness. 


Concern about Aids "permeated" the recent Episcopal convention in Anahein, 
California, according to the church's communications officer, Richard 
Anderson. This was evident, he says, not only in adoption of a statement 
calling for support of Aids victims in a variety of ways, but in such 
responses as 40 bishops turning out to talk with representatives of the San 
Francisco “Parsonage” ministry to homosexuals. 


John Cardinal O'Connor, Roman Catholic archbishop of the other US city noted 
for a large homosexual population, New York, has stood against - conspicuously 
against - offering moral approval to homosexual behaviour. But he has 
announced an archdiocesan programme of Aids ministry that is perhaps the most 
comprehensive of any by a religious body. 


Hospital care, which already includes a 1-million-US-dollar-per-year programme 
at one archdiocesan institution, St Vincent's, will be expanded, the cardinal 
said, and research on Aids, which destroys the body's resistance to infection, 
will be promoted at an archdiocesan medical school. He also said the 
archdiocese would open a shelter, staffed by nuns from Mother Teresa's order, 
to house people who have Aids but do not require hospitalization. A former 
parish convent was initially chosen as the shelter site, but parents of 
children attending an adjacent parochial school objected fiercely. So 
O'Connor promised to find another location. 


Medical authorities report no evidence of anyone getting Aids from casual 
contact. But many people have become so fearful that they would virtually 
ostracize Aids victims, like biblical lepers, and in churches some even reject 
the a shared communion cup for fear of Aids transmission by saliva. The 
Health and Welfare Department of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries says churches can minister by combating such fears and protecting 
the rights of people with Aids. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Takeda Makoto: "Ecumenism in a New Mode” EPS 85.11.59 


[Takeda is vice-chairperson of the National Christian Council in Japan, and 
principal of Central Theological College of the Seikokai (Anglican Church in 
Japan). This item is reprinted from the 25 October issue of "Japan Christian 
Activity News”. ] 


Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground ... The 
Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering 
he had no regard. So Cain was very angry and his countenance fell ... 
Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him. (Genesis 4:2 - 5:8). 


Why did Cain kill Abel? One reason may be that they had very different life- 
styles. That is, Abel was a wanderer who took care of sheep while Cain was a 
farmer. We receive the impression from this Bible passage that Cain was a 
murderer and Abel was quiet and sedate. Actually, however, it may very well 
have been that Abel was a prodigal son and Cain the brother of the prodigal. 


The more social systems develop and human life becomes settled, the more 
social order comes to be emphasized as opposed to the wandering life-style. 
The biblical tradition, however, places considerable value on the “sojourner” 


model. Some scholars have indicated that in the early church there were 
wandering groups of Christians that existed alongside the established 
churches. Organized churches supported these groups of wanderers’ and 


maintained mutual relationships with them. 


The church gradually moved in the direction of greater institutionalization 
and the inevitable result of this was the establishment of institutions, 
structures and systems which hardened enough to become forms of oppression 
built to maintain order, durability, status and privilege. 


The voices in the wilderness of prophets and others, and the cries of the 
suffering masses of the people were heard and recorded according to 
institutionalized church formulae. These problems were presented for 
discussion in various select church committee meetings. After deliberating 
on them, the committees will decide that the church should commission 
committee work relative to the issue at hand. After long months and years, a 
beautiful report will be published, and with its completion, the church will 
rest assured that it had discharged its responsibility. 


The ecumenical movement aims at realizing cooperation and unity between 
various church institutions. We must also recognize and foster another type 
of co-operation that should exist between the institutionalized church and the 
movements of the sojourners, the movements of the faithful. Reformation of 
the church and other creative renewal efforts were guided by the prophetic 
witnesses of these movements. By them, it was hoped that the institutional 
church might once again have life and have it in abundance. But at the same 
time, these movements created fear and apprehension within the institutional 
church and its related committees. 


All over the world at this time, movements of sojourners which are outside the 
framework of the institutional church are on the increase. It is a time in 
which the church must learn from these movements. The task of the National 
Christian Council in Japan is to follow a path of justice and love as revealed 
by God. It must sustain mutual relations with the sojourner movements. 
This may be a very difficult road to follow. Yet even though the 
determination to follow such a path may undermine the very basis of the 
NCC-J's organizational structure, we must have the courage to continue along 
this path through the help of the Holy Spirit. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/André Passa: “The 12th World Youth Festival" EPS 85.11.60 


[The following is adapted from SOEPI, French-language parallel to EPS. It was 
initially translated by the WCC language service. Passa attended the event. ] 


The 12th Festival of Youth took place in Moscow (2/7 July-3 August), and was 
attended by young people from some 150 countries. The previous festival took 
place in Havana in 1978. 


The World Council of Churches delegation at the festival included Nirmala 
Fenn, (an Indian who is the WCC's associate youth director), Tasoula Yiavri 
(Middle East), Irene Leonardsson and Pirjo Markkola (Europe), and André Passa 
(Pacifte)s 


The festival gave participating youth a chance to examine basic issues of 
world peace and justice at meetings in 16 centres set up in different 
districts of Moscow. Among them were centres for peace and disarmament; 
anti-imperialist solidarity; economic cooperation, national independence, 
development, and the New International Economic Order; creative and scientific 
youth; and the rights of young women. 


The organization of the festival was a _ success. The planning committee 
ensured that all delegates were made to feel welcome. In their free time, 
delegates were able to attend concerts, dramatic and artistic presentations, 
and workshops on art, cinema, music, and classical dance. 


Not only did the participants come to understand one another better, but they 
also shared their opinions with young Moscovites - something not foreseen in 
the programme. 


The WCC delegation also took part, with about 200 others, in a programme 
organized by the Patriarchate of Moscow, which was represented by Metropolitan 
Juvenaly. The programme included a service in the Saint Daniel monastery, in 
Moscow (followed by a visit to the patriarchate's publication department), and 
a visit to Zagorsk, a monastery and theological academy about 60 kilometres 
from Moscow. 


In Zagorsk, delegates heard a talk, and were able to learn more of the 
structures and activities of the Russian Orthodox Church, particularly through 
conversations with the 150 students and 20 professors of the academy. 


The visit also gave them the opportunity to admire the art museum and icon 
school, and to hear members of the choir school, where church singers are 
trained. 


Following this program, delegates took part in a service in the Baptist church 
in Moscow. 


Pirjo Markkola, Finnish member of the WCC delegation, was disappointed by the 
absence of authentic dialogue - the delegate from Yemen maintaining that in 
her country women have equal rights, for example, or some of her Swedish 
brothers so sure of themselves, and that they had an answer to everything, 
that they were incapable of listening to the opinion of anyone else. 


The Finnish delegate was often up against organizational difficulties and a 
lack of cooperation on the part of official guides. In conclusion, at the 
moment of making a commentary on the unforgettable experience of the opening 
and closing ceremonies at which all the delegations were present, she found 
that Soviet leaders know how to move the masses. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: “Mission in a Pluralistic Age (II1)” EPS. 857311.61 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from a lecture at Boston University (17 October). ] 


-». The encounter between religions and ideologies is not only or even 
basically a problem of intellectual conversation; it is an encounter in 
reality where factors of powers are very much involved. And in the world 
today, these factors of powers are so present that they demand from Christians 
an intelligent attitude in which the element of time, the patience of God, 
should be a central component. Let me illustrate this ...: 


Years ago, when we held a consultation between Moslems and Christian 
missionaries, our Moslem friends insisted that Christians should stop all 
diakonia in relation to the Moslem poor, because that was considered to be 
proselytism. What they were asking for was impossible in an essential sense 
because, as we mentioned before, Christians are sent into the world in the 
spirit of Christ and they cannot avoid, and they do not want to avoid, showing 
love for their neighbours. But the way in which this love is manifested, the 
instrumentality through which it works, could be such that this dimension of 
proselytism is eliminated. We must confess that sometimes the accusation of 
our Moslem friends could be or has been justified. 


One of the most sensitive places where we encounter this problem is our 
Christian missionary work among refugees in countries of Asia, where the 
possibility of a visa for the United States is an ambiguous factor, spoiling 
reports about conversions to Christianity. The advantage of the apostle Paul 
in his missionary outreach is that he was poor, coming from a marginal 
province in the Roman Empire, to share the gospel among the people of other 
regions of the empire; in fact, he needed to raise offerings to help the 
mother church! 


Today, as most of the organized missionary expansion is going from rich 
countries towards poor countries, there is an initial handicap in the 
relations of power to which we need to be especially sensitive. The same 
kind of situation exists in countries of Europe where foreign workers normally 
arrive with [greatly limited] cultural, technical, and economic possibilities. 


A real Christian diakonia begins by helping them to be themselves, to organize 
and to develop their own religious life so that when they no longer need the 
charity of others, when they are able to say 'no', they could be challenged to 
say ‘yes' to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Christian diakonia should 
facilitate the reassumption of a protagonist role, the capacity to affirm 
one's freedom to make personal decisions. 


Situations of a different nature, but ones that also demand this component of 
patience and a time perspective, are those provided by civil wars: Lebanon 
and Northern Ireland are different situations, but similar in the sense that 
conversion from one religious group to another means betrayal of the social 
group plus a transferring of loyalties, not to one religious group or person, 
but to a community faction. 


We are aware also of the legal regulations in many Moslem countries, and 
increasingly in countries of other religious perceptions, that tend to make a 
crime of any attempt to change the religious loyalties of the inhabitants. 
The new emphasis on the shariah - the application of the koranic law in many 
countries - is putting to the test all our ideas concerning dialogue. When 
we look at this situation we should be aware of our own Christian history and 
of the many limitations that people of other convictions have suffered for 
centuries at the hands of Christians. - (over) 


castro/2 


The spirit of dialogue needs to be manifested even in those situations, in an 
attitude of meekness and hope, in participation in service in society, waiting 
for the moment in which the name of Jesus Christ could be duly pronounced. 
There is, of course, a political task to eliminate differences in power, or to 
assure a democratic control over power, but this is a long-standing work to be 
done in every nation of the world. 


Another illustration of the differences in possibilities of mission and 
dialogue is provided by the experience of liberation theology in Latin 
America, where there is an interplay with Marxist thinkers, where - as 
illustrated in Nicaragua - Christian and Marxist activists work together. 
But this situation, where liberation theology has become aé_e powerful 
evangelistic means to call young people to a new awareness of their faith in 
Jesus Christ, is not the situation in countries of Eastern Europe, where the 
encounter cannot be between people in equal positions. There it is even 
confrontation - illustrated by the situation in Poland - between the power of 
the party and the state and the church. 


It is difficult to develop in these circumstances a dialogical attitude or a 
missionary approach that incorporates a dialogic relationship. Though 
mission in a dialogical spirit is possible with different sectors of society, 
it is not yet possible to enter into the vital and necessary dialogue with the 
commanding ideology of those societies. 


In these and many other circumstances, the 'patience' dimension of mission is 


a necessary component of the Christian perspective. We wait for God's own 
kairos [right moment]; we wait with God's own patience; we wait for the 
miracle of the manifestation of the spirit of God - the shape of which we 


might even have difficulty in recognizing, but that will surely be an opening 
of history towards new eschatological perspectives. 


I know the missionary impatience to accelerate the coming of the end of this 
age by proclaiming the gospel to the extremities of the earth, but I know also 
of the patience of God who has sent the Son to offer himself on the cross, and 
who sends us, in this same way, to offer ourselves to the world. Perhaps the 
way forward in these situations is to be found in the liturgical celebration 
of the church, with its ongoing intercessory prayer for the surrounding world, 
keeping alive in the mind and heart of the Christian congregation the desire 
and the duty to share the name of Jesus Christ with every creature and to 
introduce, in the presence of God, our burning concern for those who share 
with us the common responsibility for the destiny of our nations. In the 
spiritual reality of our prayer, we are sustained in our action and in our 
patience. 


Fourthly, I want to come back now, at the end of our conversation, to the 
christological concentration point. If at the beginning of our lecture we 
offer this concentration point as an indication of our identity, I would like 
to refer to it now as the model through which we enter into a living encounter 
with people of other convictions: the model of the kenosis, the self-emptying 
of Jesus Christ, is the style that corresponds to our mission. To assume the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ in the midst of the people of Israel as the model 
for a new incarnation of the living Christ in the midst of all religions and 
ideological perceptions of the world today calls for Christians to point 
towards him in dialogue, in encounter with people of other persuasions, in 
order that he himself may permeate those ideologies and religions from inside, 


just as we hope that he is permeating, judging and redeeming our churches as 
wellhevat.te= ERS 
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EPS deadlines in December and January (all times 7h00 GMT): Monday, 9 
December; Tuesday, 7 January; Thursday, 9 January, Thursday, 30 January. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us 
know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


New from WCC Publications: “Enduring Witness: The Churches and _ the 
Palestinians" by Larry Ekin is an “interpretative account” of the involvement 
of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches in "the search for peace and 
justice in the Middle East, in particular in the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict." It costs 6.25 US dollars, 12.90 Swiss francs, or 4.25 UK pounds. 


The [US] Consultation on Church Union has moved to Research Park, 151 Wall 
Street, Princeton NJ 08540 USA. 


Coverage of the emergency meeting on South Africa (EPS 85.11.14): Those who 
wish to attend it, or who have particular deadlines in connection with 
coverage of it, should let EPS know by 25 November. (EPS coverage is 
scheduled for the issue being mailed 10 December.) 


Coverage of the bishops’ synod to mark the 20th anniversary of the end of the 
Second Vatican Council is projected for the issue of EPS to be mailed 10 
December. 


“Global Village” is a documentary (in 25- and 50-minute versions) on the 
effects of satellite radio and tv on village life in India. It is available 
on video cassette and l6mm film. Information on costs and languages is 
available from the World Association for Christian Communication, 122 King's 
Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The Koinonia-Diakonia working group has issued a booklet on the “search for 
new ecumenical understandings and activities in diakonia” (Christian 
service). A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS/Europe 
Desk, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The group is sponsored by Diakonia (World 
Federation of Sisterhoods and Diaconal Associations), International Centre for 
the Diaconate, European Deacons' Conference, and World Council of Churches. 


A sample copy of the December issue of the WCC magazine “One World” is 
available from WCC/Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Included in the 
issue are articles on Leah Tutu, a Dutch mission calendar, a church-related 
rural development programme in Kenya, pastoral service for industrial workers 
in Australia, the church in Europe, and active non-violence. 


WORLD'S CHRISTIANS PRAYED Ecumenical Press 


IN CONNECTION WITH SUMMIT Service 85.11.62 
GENEVA - Christians around the world offered a "supporting ambience of 


spiritual power" in worship and prayer before, during, and after the summit 
meeting here (19-20 November) between US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
Communist Party General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Commenting on the global effort, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches, whose headquarters is near where the two superpower 
leaders met, said the summit tested “the Christian conviction that prayer is 
able to change reality." Castro said such attention to the summit may seem to 
glorify too much a meeting of “two politicians”. But, he added, because it 
could mark a “new beginning in the history of humankind", church people are 
rightly concerned. 


On the Sunday before, here in the summit city itself, there were two major 
ecumenical worship events, both at the 600-year-old cathedral in the Old Town 
part of the city. In the morning, there was an ecumenical and interfaith 
service - including Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Shinto, and Hindu participants. 
Also attending were various local government officials. 


There were prayers in Arabic, Japanese, Russian, Sanskrit, Greek, English, and 
French. The cathedral's pastor, Henry Babel, said fear and the threat of 
self-destruction had brought people together. "The hour for realism has 
rung’, he added, “but not necessarily the hour of pessimism". 


Before the service, a group of Afghan refugees, who had been in the cathedral 
overnight, displayed signs calling for “liberty and peace" in their country, 
where there are an estimated 100,000 Soviet troops. During the service, they 
sat in one corner, but at intervals, one or another walked down the aisle 
carrying posters over their heads. In the afternoon, the Afghans held a news 
conference in the cathedral, after which they moved out, leaving it vacant for 
"an ecumenical witness for peace” led by a group of USSR and US church people. 


Homilies were given (EPS 85.11.71, 72) by Arie Brouwer, general secretary of 
the [US] National Council of Churches, and Metropolitan Filaret, chairman of 
the external church relations department of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Several members of the delegations joined hands in prayer at the front of the 
church. The next day, the group released a joint statement (EPS 85.11.70), 
and, that evening, inaugurated a prayer vigil. It continued, in a church next 
to the cathedral, for 17 hours during the two days of the summit itself. 


Also, the day before the summit, the group went to the Ecumenical Centre, 
headquarters of the WCC and several other church agencies (among them, the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and Conference 
of European Churches) to join the staff for its weekly worship service, which 
focused on peace and the summit. 


A special service organized by local church representatives was held, at the 
Ecumenical Centre, on the evening of the first day of the summit. In his 
homily, Fernand Emonet, the Roman Catholic bishop's vicar in Geneva, said 
prayer was not an abdication of responsibility, and he urged Christians to an 
“internal strength which has nothing to do with violence". In a reflection on 
peace, Castro said “peace is affirmed" in struggles for justice around the 
world - in Central America, South Africa, and "the middle of Asia". Said 
Castro, "We will remain together. The cause of peace is the cause of God." - 
EPS 


US, USSR CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 


SAY TIME IS RUNNING OUT Service 85.11.63 
GENEVA - Together here to offer “prayers of thanksgiving and intercession" 


during the superpower summit here, 23 church leaders from the USSR and the US 
warned in a joint statement (18 November, EPS 85.11.70) that "time is fast 
running out. The peoples of the world need peace and justice in order to 
survive today.” 


The group also made available statements from several other Soviet church 
leaders. Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] Catholicos Vasken said "God is a God of 


peace, and to oppose war is to obey the will of God." Estonian Methodist 
Superintendent Olav Piarmamets expressed “spiritual, prayerful, and moral 
support" for the delegation's activities. Georgian [Eastern] Orthodox 


Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia III offered “our prayers that the future of mankind 
may be blessed and peaceful, marked by improved relations between our two 
countries, thus retaining peace on earth.” The Council of Seventh-day 
Adventists said it “completely approves and supports your mission for 
strengthening of good relations” during the summit. Lutheran leaders in 
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania expressed similar sentiments. 


At a news briefing before the summit, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro, a Methodist minister from Uruguay, said a major 
aspect of church concern about the summit is that the two “powerfuls of the 
world" not forget the rest of the planet, especially smaller, weaker, and 
poorer nations. Also, because the church is a world-wide fellowship, he 
observed, it can work across barriers of ideological and other divisions, with 
an “ecumenical commitment not to accept any human division as ... definitive”. 


Also in town in connection with the summit was US Baptist minister and former 
US presidential candidate Jesse Jackson, pastor of a congregation in Chicago 
that belongs to a WCC member denomination. After a meeting with Castro, 
Jackson told an overflow gathering of WCC staff and others that “our religion 
makes us political." 


He called for “one yardstick" to measure human rights and reject terrorism 
around the world. "It's a big meeting, but it's a minority meeting,” Jackson 
said, referring to the summit's superpower focus. “While East and West talk,” 
he observed, “North and South fight.” Quoting the biblical advice to “study 
war no more,” Jackson said that is wise because “we do what we study.” 


Last month, Castro sent an open letter to Reagan and Gorbachev [EPS 85.11.13] 
urging them to take “concrete steps towards peace", and praying for "God's 
guidance in the deliberations". Asked whether a joint Vatican-WCC letter had 
been considered, he referred to “different methodologies” of the two - in 
particular, the possibility for the Vatican, as a country, to use diplomatic 
channels to express its views to world leaders, and regular comments on issues 
by the pope. “Unhappily, we didn't do it [the letter to Reagan and Gorbachev] 
together", Castro said, but “happily, we are pressing in the same direction”. 


Addressing a crowd in St Peter's Square on the Sunday before the summit, the 
pope said he had sent a “personal message to the two main protagonists 
expressing the hope that their talks will lay the basis for the development of 
a dialogue which will overcome suspicions, diminish the threat of war, and 
encourage peace, in the context of fairness and justice.” 


Participants in the WCC ecumenical graduate school sent Reagan and Gorbachev a 
letter to “beg you to seek for a real policy of peace", with "a freeze on the 
development, testing, manufacturing and use of nuclear weapons.” - EPS 


Anglican leaders send messages of concern over Liberia EPS 85.11.64 


LONDON - [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie and Anglican 


Consultative Council Secretary General Samuel Van Culin has sent an “assurance 
of our prayers at this difficult time” to George Browne, Anglican bishop of 
Liberia and archbishop of West Africa. An announcement from the ACC spoke of 
"reports that some leading Anglicans had been shot in Liberia and that the 
situation was worsening there” following a failed coup attempt against the 
government of President Samuel Doe. In a separate message to Doe, Runcie 
urged him to “halt unnecessary violence and bloodshed. I hope members of the 
Anglican church are safe .... Be sure of my prayers for you and your people 
at this difficult time.” - EPS 


WORLD CHURCH LEADERS IN ‘EMERGENCY Ecumenical Press 


MEETING' ON SOUTH AFRICAN SITUATION Service 85.11.65 


[This item updates EPS 85.11.14. ] 
HARARE (Zimbabwe) - Two dozen heads of churches, and other church leaders from 
Western Europe, North America, and Australia are to meet here 4-6 December 
with South African and other African church representatives. 


The “emergency meeting”, called by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, is to consider "common Christian 
witness” in connection with the current situation in South Africa, "reaffirm 
the solidarity of the churches with the racially-oppressed" there, and discuss 
common strategies and actions. 


A proposal for such a meeting came during a late-September visit to WCC 
headquarters by General Secretary C.F. Beyers Naudé of the South African 
Council of Churches. A South African delegation of about 15 is expected, 
including Naudé, Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi (the SACC president), Cape 
Town Archbishop Philip Russell (Anglican primate of southern Africa), and 
Johannesburg Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu. 


In his invitation, Castro said “the South African churches have entered a new 
stage in their ministry and witness within a context of mass participation in 
the struggle for dignity and justice, and a deepening crisis in the country”. 


Referring to a recent South African theological commentary on the situation - 
the Kairos Document (EPS 85.10.01,21) - he said it was “the kairos, or moment 
of truth, not only for apartheid, but also for the churches. Their active 
involvement, pronouncements, and the theological undergirding for their action 
are of tremendous significance. 


"The churches in South Africa", he continued, “have appreciated the support 
they have received from the fellowship of churches around the world. Now, 
more than at any time, it is necessary for us to express our solidarity with 
them, and to seek new ways of assisting them in their ministry.” 


Others expected to attend (as of 20 November) include: 


H. Huting, moderator, Netherlands Reformed Church; 
Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary, Lutheran World Federation; 
Edmond Perret, general secretary, World Alliance of Reformed Churches; 


John Habgood, archbishop of York, [Anglican] Church of England; 
Ted Scott, archbishop and primate, Anglican Church of Canada; 
Robert Smith, moderator, United Church of Canada; 


Gunnar Lislerud, bishop of Borg, [Lutheran] Church of Norway; 
Jean Skuse, general secretary, Australian Council of Churches; - (over) 


emergency meeting/2 


James Ault, United Methodist bishop of western Pennsylvania, and president, 
UMC Board of Global Ministries; 


Thorkild Graesholt, bishop of Lolland-Falster, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Denmark; 


Martin Kruse, United bishop of West Berlin and council chairperson, 
Evangelical [Reformed, Lutheran, United] Church in [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin]. 


J.M.K. Paterson, immediate past general assembly moderator, [Reformed 
(Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland; 


Bertil Werkstrém, archbishop of Uppsala and primate, [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden; 


T.J. Jemison, president, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.; 
Christopher Hughes Smith, president, British Methodist Conference; 
Avery Post, president, [US] United Church of Christ; 


James Andrews, stated clerk, Presbyterian Church (USA); 
J. Oscar McCloud, general director, PCUSA Program Agency; 


Patricia McClurg, administrative director, PCUSA Division of Corporate and 
Social Mission (representing Arie Brouwer, general secretary, [US] National 
Council of Churches); 

John Maury Allin, presiding bishop, [US Anglican] Episcopal Church; 

David W. Preus, presiding bishop, American Lutheran Church; 


Will Herzfeld, bishop, [US] Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches; 


John Humbert, president and general minister, [US] Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ); 


Ruben Speaks, an area bishop, [US] African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; 
M. Lorenzo Shephard, president, [US] Progressive National Baptist Convention; 


Manasses Kuria, archbishop, [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya; 
Maxime Rafransoa, general secretary, All Africa Conference of Churches; 


Harry Henry, president, Protestant Methodist Church in the People's Republic 
of Benin; 


Annie Jiagge, retired judge, Appeals Court of Ghana, and commission moderator, 
WCC Program to Combat Racism; 


Samuel Kobia, director-coordinator of church development activities, National 
Christian Council of Kenya, and commission vice-moderator, WCC PCR; and 


three representatives of the WCC central committee: 


W.P.K. Makhulu, archbishop, [Anglican] Church of the Province of Central 
Africa, and one of the seven WCC presidents; 


Sylvia Ross Talbot (US), its vice-moderator; and 


Aaron Tolen (Cameroon), a member of its executive committe. — EPS 


CHURCH AID APPEAL FOLLOWS Ecumenical Press 
COLOMBIA VOLCANO'S ERUPTION Service 85.11.66 


GENEVA - An international, ecumenical appeal for 150,000 US dollars for 
rehabilitation projects in the wake of the eruption (13 November) of the 
Nevado del Ruiz volcano in Colombia, has been launched by the inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches, based here. The world 
service department of the Lutheran World Federation is supporting the appeal. 


Estimates of those dead from the eruption exceed 22,000 people. 


An ecumenical committee has been formed in Colombia with Presbyterian, 
Mennonite, Lutheran, and Pentecostal support, as well as that of several 
ecumenical action groups, to formulate relief and rehabilitation plans. These 
are focused in four areas - care of orphans, jobs for those without work, 
reconstruction of destroyed housing, and community development. - EPS 


NEW TECHNOLOGY CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
PLANNED IN THE PHILIPPINES Service 85.11.67 


MANILA - A consultation on “new technology, work, and the environment” is to 
be held here (10-15 January). The meeting, under the joint auspices of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches in 
the Philippines, is to concentrate on southeast Asia, and discuss alternative 
socio-technological futures for the region. 


In addition to the disposal of nuclear wastes in the Pacific Ocean, the 
meeting is expected to take up the environmental impact of the electronics, 
nuclear, and chemical industries in the context of technology transfer from 
north to south, an environmentally-sensitive work ethic, deforestation, and 
chemical and marine pollution. 


About 40 participants are expected. The consultation follows one jointly 
organized last year by the WCC and the [Reformed (Presbyterian)] Church of 
Scotland, on issues related to technology and employment (EPS 84.09.48) - EPS 


WEST GERMAN CHURCH SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
ELECTS NEWS COUNCIL HEAD Service 85.11.68 


TRIER (FRG) - At its meeting here (3-8 November), the 120-member synod of the 
Evangelical [Lutheran, United, Reformed] Church of [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin] (EKD) elected Martin Kruse, United bishop of West Berlin, to chair the 
EKD 15-member council, succeeding Hannover Lutheran Bishop Eduard Lohse. 


Kruse said he would stress ecumenism, and a “new phase” of dialogue and 
co-operation between the lLandeskirchen (United, Lutheran, and Reformed 
regional churches) in the FRG and GDR (East and West Germany). He also 
promised to keep on preaching, describing it as a major aspect of his calling. 


Kruse said that as representatives of “the major powers of Proestantism", the 
council should help the church achieve a more perfect unity, and help 
Christians express the faith publicly “in a simple manner”. 


The bishop, a member of the central committee and anti-racism commission of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, supported an active EKD role in 
WCC affairs. An EKD staff delegation was scheduled to visit the WCC and other 
organizations (Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
Conference of European Churches) 26-29 November. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "1985 Christmas Message from WCC General Secretary” EPS 85.11 .69 


The central committee of the World Council of Churches met last July in Buenos 


Aires, the capital-of Argentina. For many participants, the most moving 
experience was their encounter with those who, in that country, have for many 
years struggled for human rights, dignity and survival. A number of these 


victims of recent oppression came forward to express their gratitude to the 
World Council of Churches for the support it had given them during those 
difficult years. 


For example, the courageous mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, those women whose 
children were kidnapped, taken away by the police or the army, never to be 
seen again, and who, year after year, have been demonstrating in front of 
government offices, asking that justice be done, wrote to. the central 
committee to express their gratitude for the solidarity they had experienced 
in the fellowship of the WCC and its member churches in Argentina. We were 
all touched by the letter. It was a clear indication of what people expected 
of the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical movement: to mediate to 
men and women everywhere God's concern for the poor, the powerless, the 
oppressed, the marginalized and the sinned-against. 


What is Christmas if it is not the celebration of God's solidarity with all 
humankind and with each one of us? As the apostle Paul said: “You know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as he was, he made himself poor for your 
sake in order to make you rich by his poverty” (II Cor. 8:9). The Incarnation 
is the expression of the limitless love of God who came into the world to 
share our situation, assuming our sinful flesh and thus taking us with him 
through the cross and beyond to the resurrection. 


This grace in action will be forever the model of Christian solidarity which 
does not consider the merits or demerits of those who receive it. The 
commanding motivation is love. It is the solidarity of participation, taking 
risks with those to whom solidarity is expressed. It is also the definitive 
commitment to humankind that God in Christ made once for all. 


The expression of our solidarity should incorporate this dimension of 
identification, in faithfulness to our Lord. Those with whom we want to be 
in solidarity should be assured of our unfailing support, our covenant 
commitment, our belonging with them in the love of God which binds us together. 


But the Incarnation is for the salvation of humankind, the creation of a new 
human being. our own identification with those who suffer should have as its 
goal this transformation of personal and communal life. The power of the 
resurrection reveals itself in the act of sharing and of our common struggle 
against the personal and structural expressions of human sin. 


At this Christmas time, we ask your prayers for the people of South Africa, 
Their cry and the deep involvement of their churches in the struggle for basic 
human dignity demand total support. There are of course many other situations 
in the world where similar struggles of faith are taking place. We believe 
that the power of the resurrection is dramatically at work in all such 
situations, and that through suffering and patience they will be led to see 
the dawn of a new day. 


The ecumenical family - including the churches in South Africa and other 
member churches of the WCC - has paid a heavy price for its solidarity with 
the people of South Africa, but this is a small price to pay when we think of 
God's promise of liberation and the reconciliation to come. May God grant all 
of us a blessed participation in the liberating ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Emilio Castro, general secretary. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Joint Summit Statement by US-USSR Church Leaders” EPS’ 85212270 


[This statement was presented by 12 US and 11 USSR church people in Geneva 
during the Reagan-Gorbachev summit (EPS 85.11.62). ] 


We join together here in Geneva as leaders of churches in the two most 
powerful nations of the world, on the occasion of the meeting of our 
countries' political leaders. 


We come not as advocates for a particular set of solutions for the complex 
questions which have divided our nations. Rather we come as leaders of 
churches to offer prayers of thanksgiving and intercession for General 
Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev and President Ronald Reagan and their advisers. 
We come to provide a living witness to the fact that when the will exists, 
division can be overcome. We come to give thanks to God for this opportunity 
to break down the walls of enmity which have kept our nations apart for too 
long, to affirm our unity in confessing Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, and 
give witness to our common calling to foster life in the midst of a race 
towards death. 


Our churches were divided for centuries by differences of doctrine, language, 
culture and tradition. We have yet to resolve some of these differences. 
Still, for more than three decades we have been deeply involved in regular 
dialogue, exchange and common reflection unbroken by periods of tension 
existing between our governments. At times our churches have provided one of 
the few stable points of contact between the American and Soviet people. 


We give thanks to God for having guided us together, and for the World Council 
of Churches whose headquarters are in this city, for the support, 
encouragement and guidance it has given our churches in this endeavour. Our 
aim has been to foster the unity of Christ's church, but we have long 
understood that church unity and the unity of humankind are inextricably 
linked. We give thanks, too, for the United Nations, whose fortieth 
anniversary has just been celebrated, and which provides our governments a 
constructive framework and model for dialogue and negotiation of differences. 


The churches we represent gather together tens of millions of believers in our 
respective nations who across our lands have held special services of worship, 
praying for the success of this summit meeting. Our presence here symbolizes 
the profound hopes of our peoples that our leaders will spare no effort to 
come to agreements which will normalize relations between our countries along 
the lines agreed upon in the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on Security 
and Co-operation in Europe, and substantially reduce the threat of nuclear war 
through concrete measures to stop and reverse the arms race. 


We are confident that this is possible. We know that if justice, peace and 
the integrity of God's creation are to be assured for the benefit of human 
beings everywhere, it is essential. 


Time is fast running out. The peoples of the world need peace and justice in 
order to survive today. Peace is not just the absence of war. It must be 
built on the foundations of justice for all people everywhere. As the 
Prophet Isaiah taught us, peace is the effect of righteousness (32:17). The 
peoples of the world need security, but arms, particularly nuclear arms, and 
increasing militarization, which threatens to spread even into outer space, 
give us only increasing insecurity. We pray that our leaders will hear the 
plea of the peoples that the opportunities now available for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes through negotiation be used to their fullest during and 
following this meeting. - (over) 


ussr-us church statement/2 


As Christians, we cannot view the dangers of this moment as inherent in the 
nature of things. Nor can we give ourselves over to despair. As believers 
in one Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, we are stewards of 
God's hope for the future of creation. We know God's love and confess a Lord 
of history in whom we have the promise of the fullness of life. 


God's mercy is everlasting, and the Holy Spirit is moving among us, kindling 
the love which drives out fear, renewing our vision of peace, stirring our 
imaginations, leading us through the wilderness, freeing us and uniting us. 
The peoples of the world are coming to their feet in growing numbers, 
demanding justice, crying out for peace. These are present signs of hope. 


Kk hie R Ka ae HK te 


Members of the two delegations are: 
Eight from the Russian Orthodox Church: 


Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, chairman of the external church 
relations department}; Bishop Longin of Diisseldorf; Bishop Sergiy of 
Solnechnogorsk (representative to the World Council of Churches); Pavel 
Krasnotsvetov, archpriest and dean of St. Nicholas cathedral, Vienna; Mikhail 
Divakov, archpriest and dean of Resurrection cathedral, West Berlin; Sergiy 
Kiselev, archpriest and secretary to Bishop Sergiy; Vladimir Bashkirov, 
archpriest and dean of SS Constantine and Helen church, Tegel, West Berlin; 
Alexei Buevsky, executive secretary, external church relations department 


Three from the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA: 


Arie R. Brouwer, general secretary (also an ordained minister of the Reformed 
Church in America); Philip R. Cousin, president (also a district bishop of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church); Rena Yocom, third vice president (also an 
ordained minister of the United Methodist Church on the staff of a 
Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation in Prairie Village, Kansas). 


Also, John 0. Humbert, general minister and president, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ); Lynn Josselyn, president, Maine Council of Churches 
(also an ordained minister and a district superintendent of the United 
Methodist Church); Joanne H. Kagiwada, international affairs director, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 


Also Leonid Kishkovsky, priest and assistant to the chancellor, Orthodox 
Church in America; C. J. Malloy, ordained minister and general secretary, 
Progressive National Baptist Convention; Belle Miller McMaster, corporate and 
social mission director, Presbyterian Church (USA). 


Also, Robert W. Neff, ordained minister and general secretary, Church of the 
Brethren; J. Ralph Shotwell, ordained minister and executive director, 
International Council of Community Churches; Robert Susa, Roman Catholic 
priest and associate coordinator, Pax Christi (USA). 


Also, Alexei Bichkov, general secretary, and Aleksey Stoyan, head of the 
foreign department, All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists; and 
Asochik Aristokesian, priest of the Paris parish, Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] 
Church. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Arie Brouwer: "Christ is our Peace” EPS 85.11.71 


{This is abridged from a homily during worship led by US and USSR church 
leaders in Geneva on the Sunday before the Reagan-Gorbachev summit (EPS 
85 311.62)° Brouwer is general secretary of the [US] National Council of 
Churches. ] 


We Christians from the Soviet Union and the United States are not here to 
spiritualize the divisions in our world. They are deep and terrible. They 
are harsh and historical. We are here, however, to witness that division is 
not the first word and not the last word in history. We believe that unity 
is the beginning and the end of all things. 


The scriptures begin with the bold confession that there is one God and that 
this God has created the heavens and the earth and all that dwell therein. 
On the eve of the meetings of President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev 
we call particular attention to our belief that all the peoples of the world 
are children of God. We are all one family. 


We see clearly, however, that this family is deeply divided. The scriptures 
reveal that alienation, separation and division, are the essence of God's 
judgement upon sin. The story of peace and unity and harmony is hardly begun 


in the first chapters of Genesis before we are plunged into the whole, long 
history of human alienation. Already in the third chapter of this first book 
of the Bible we see Adam and Eve separated from one another by shame, from God 
by guilt, from the animals by fear, and from the earth itself by hard labour 
and by the threat of returning to the dust in death. 


This alienation in the familiar story of the Tower of Babel reaches its climax 
when even the language of the human community is broken. People are not only 
unable to understand one another, they are driven to the ends of the earth. 
They are walled off from one another by cultural, economic, political and 
ideological barriers behind which breed fear and hatred where God intended joy 
and love to flourish. 


We, today, experience these divisions with a global intensity never before 


known in human history. The geo-political divisions of east and west exert 
their pressures everywhere in the world. In these days they are focused in a 
particular way on the meetings in this city. Intensifying them are the even 


more pervasive pressures of poverty, hunger, disease, world-wide violation of 
human dignity, and all other manner of injustice. ... 


[Yet] we believe that our unity in Christ is a sign that God can redeem the 
differences which divide us and make them again the diversities which enrich 
us - thus giving us a fuller experience of being human. We dare to believe 
and we are bold to hope that the renewal of community within the church is a 
sign of renewal for the whole human community. ... 


We who gather here from the churches in the United States and in the Soviet 
Union as guests of the church of Geneva, find our strength in Christ. But 
our longing for peace is for all the peoples of the world. And we share this 
longing with people of many faiths and with all people of goodwill. ... 


Our prayers are made strong by the prayers of millions of believers in both 
our countries and around the world. With many voices in diverse tongues, but 
with one spirit, we pray that the processes of history may come to fruition, 
that our lives and the lives of our children's children may be fulfilled, that 
together we may nourish the heritage which belongs to us all in the human 
community, that we may pass on the gifts of God and the fruits of our human 
endeavors from generation to generation .... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Filaret of Minsk: “Our Responsibility for Peace” EPS 85.11.72 


[This is abridged from a homily during worship led by US and. USSR church 
leaders in Geneva on the Sunday before the Reagan-Gorbachev summit (EPS 
85 .11,.62)% Filaret chairs the external church relations department of the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. ] 


It is St Peter's message to all of us: to seek peace and to pursue it. 
It is God's commandment to the leaders of our countries on the eve of. their 
meeting in Geneva. It is the commandment of God and of the conscience of 
mankind. It is God's commandment and the imperative of human reason. There 
is no alternative to it. 


Given the present level of development of science, technology and armaments, 
universal peace is an absolutely necessary condition of the very existence of 
mankind. The only alternative to universal peace can only be universal 
destruction. Being aware of this, in the face of a terrible threat of a 
world-wide catastrophe, all men and women of goodwill must unite to seek peace 
and pursue it. 


A special responsibility for the seeking of peace and pursuing it belongs. to 
us, Christians, and to our churches. For many centuries now, the Christian 
churches and their spiritual children have preached peace and prayed for peace 
in the whole world. Alas, their prayers and their words have not always been 
fully put into life's practice. And in the eyes and the souls of millions of 
the oppressed, the exploited, the poor and discriminated brothers and sisters 
of ours, such sermons and such prayers for peace are like those which the Lord 


denounced through his prophet Jeremiah: "Is there no balm in Gilead? Is 
there no physician there? Why then is not the health of the daughter of my 
people recovered?" (8:22). They say “'Peace, peace' when there is no peace” 


(6:14, 8:11). ... There is no peace, for there cannot be peace without justice. 


This was well expressed by the piously-remembered martyr for the Christian 
witness and against the racist evil, Pastor Martin Luther King, who said that 
a vicious circle had been created in the modern world. This circle turns in 
such a way that the rich become even richer and the poor ever poorer. It 
leads to famine, to the death of countless millions. 


It is obvious and natural that under the conditions of such a blatant social 
injustice, which is the consequence of sinful social structures, our. sermons 
and prayers for peace and justice become particularly necessary. And in 
order that there might be real “peace seeking" and effective “pursuing of it”, 
it is necessary to strive for the implementation of the Word of God in our 
earthly life. It is necessary to contribute actively to a change in the 
sinful, unjust social structures. 


This follows from the very essence of our Christian good news which might be 
briefly expressed in these words taken from the letters of St Paul and St 
John: "God ... spake in times past ... by his Son ... by whom also he made 
the worlds" (Hebrews 1:1). "The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
World" (1 John 4:14) "... or the world, or life or death or things present, or 
things to come: all are yours” (I Cor. 3:22). If all this is ours, it means 
that we are responsible for all this. 


Dear brothers and sisters, being aware of the deep significance of the event 
taking place in this city these days, we bear spiritual witness to it. We 
rely entirely on the divine grace of our Lord and on His will, and we pray for 
the success of the Geneva summit meeting. Let us pray the Lord to bless every 
good intention and every good effort in the course of this historical event, 
so immensely important for allvof us. ..« 7-)EPS 


ECUVIEW/Michael Traber: 


“Alternative Communication” 


EPS 89 shits 713 


[Traber is director of the information and interpretation department of the 


London-based 


World Association for Christian Communication. 


THis? ttenm” 4s 


excerpted from the October “Communication Resource”, published by WACC. ] 


2. Alternative use of mass media 


What is meant by alternative use? 

There are some newspapers, many magazines, and even a few radio and 
TV stations, which welcome reports and stories on the problems and 
issues of ordinary people. There is also the wish, among some media 
managers, to have more reports and in-depth stories from rural areas. 
Such stories, increasingly, are acceptable to the established media, 
provided they are written in the conventional forms (genres) of 
journalism, i.e. mainly in the forms of news or feature articles. Some 
papers have introduced new types of features for precisely this purpose, 
e.g. ‘Letter from’, ‘Village voice’. In effect then, the alternative use of 
media means that ‘alternative stories’ co-exist in the media with 
conventional news stories. The least this may do is to alter slightly the 
‘public agenda’ which the mass media present. 

The alternative use of the media goes, however, a step further, 
Newspapers and magazines can in fact concentrate on alternative social 
actors (manual labourers, women and children). They will not, and in 
the interest of the story’s meaning, cannot always ignore the 
‘prominent’ people. But they figure in the news only in as far as they 
affect, directly and indirectly, the lives and conditions of ordinary 
people. Politicians etc. are treated as secondary actors; the ordinary 
people are the primary ones. Such media, inevitably, take on the role and 
function of what has been called the advocacy press. 


Alternative ‘rules’ of journalism. 

The alternative criteria of newsworthiness, which are at the heart of 
alternative use of media, are, to a large extent, a reversal of the news 
values of conventional journalism. 


Alternative social actors. The very process of publicity can make 
persons or groups of persons prominent. By introducing the poor, the 
oppressed, the marginalized and indeed the ordinary manual labourer, 
woman, youth and child as the main subjects of our news and features, 
we in fact make them alternative social actors. This may be at the expense 
of the established social actors, the elite persons in elite towns, and 
therefore we may meet with some opposition from those who expect 
their names and pictures in our papers as a matter of right. But it’s a price 
worth paying. 


Alternative framework for time. Journalism should not only deal 
with what happened yesterday, or last week or last month, but with 
what continues to happen all the time. Life, particularly peasant life, is a 
status quo, a process or a development, none of which can be 
meaningfully measured in daily or weekly time intervals. It therefore 
does not matter much whether the piece is carried this week or next. 


Alternative language. There is considerable value in the method of 
story construction which was developed by Anglo-American 
journalism, often referred to as the ‘inverted pyramid’ method, and now 
adopted by almost all news agencies. But this type of ‘news-speak’ is not 
suited to reporting on alternative social actors operating in an alternative 
timeframe. This calls for a different type of narrative, which is more 
demanding of the journalist than our usual language of news. Such 
narrative is a combination of the journalist’s own observation and the 
people’s own speech, artfully interwoven. 


Empathy and affinity replaces to a large extent the news value 
‘conflict’. Conflict is not being eliminated for we live in a world of 
conflict. But an ‘event’ does not simply equal conflict. People in certain 
situations struggle to have conflicts resolved. This is what simple people 
want and do. The journalist’s empathy for, and affinity with, people and 
their plight is at the core of alternative journalism. This however, 
requires much listening rather than interviewing. This has sometimes 
been described as ‘barefoot journalism’. 

Alternative journalism is demanding, requires much more skill than 
conventional journalism, and presupposes the evolution of new genres 
and new formats of journalistic writing. But it can be done and 
journalists can be trained in it. 


Critical public media with an advocacy function 

Their main aim is not to produce a product that sells well or has high 
audience ratings; their main role is not primarily to entertain and provide 
information according to accepted criteria for news. They see themselves 
as champions of the poor and exploited, as the voice of the voiceless, in a 
way as the conscience of society. In this sense they are crucial for the 
promotion of equality and justice. 

Motivation: Some public media with this type of advocacy function are 
motivated by the Gospel; some are considered church papers, but are 
different from the usual church establishment media (which compliment 
themselves on successfully adopting the ‘professional’ standards of the 
mass media). Other advocacy media are motivated by secular ideologies 
or by other faiths proclaiming the values of freedom, justice, equality, 
peace. 

Alternative value system: Many advocacy media would not, as a matter 
of principle, allow the excesses of the consumer society to be associated 
with them, as for example advertisements/commercials for luxury 
goods (food, clothing, life style etc). 

Impact on small audiences: Their impact is often profound but usually 
only on small audiences/readerships. Some advocacy media appear too 
serious, ‘heavy’, and crusading and thus limit their influence. The most 
successful advocacy media seem to be those with a good sense of humour 
and special artistic qualities. 

Political implications can be found on the government, church and 
social levels. In some countries periodicals have been banned or driven 
away, or governments have made life intolerable for them. In other 
cases, both church and state authorities view them with suspicion. 


3. Alternative (grass roots) media 


The aim of this type of media is not ‘communication’ but social and 
political action. The aim is change towards a more equitable social, 
cultural and economic whole in which the individual is not reduced to an 
object (of the media or the political powers) but is able to find fulfilment 
as a total human being. Communication, however, is an indispensable 
instrument for realising this vision and is an integral part of it. 
Reclaiming wholeness: Colonialism brought into existence, wherever it 

went, a dual culture, a dual economy and a dual polity. This duality still 
exists in the polarity between village and town traditional and modern, 
agriculture and industry, participation and alienation. It is the 20 or 30 
percent of the Third World population which are urban, modern and 
industrial and which dominate society, set the values and call the tune. 


- (over) 


Alternative Journalism/2 


Alternative local communication is an attempt by the alienated rural 
people to assert themselves, reclaim and remould their cultural and 
wholeness. It is a protest against the Pepsicola-culture of the elite as well 
as a course of action to overcome that domination. 

Religion is at the centre of wholeness in all societies of the South. But 
Latin America has added a specific aspect of its own. ‘Comunicacién 
popular’ is a re-assertion of peasant Christianity over and above that 
practised by the elite. It is, in a way, an implementation of liberation 
theology and, at its deepest level, religious communication establishing 
solidarity and fellowship which reaches far beyond the liturgy. 

The concept of praxis (Paulo Freire). Alternative local communication is 
not something that takes place between a ‘sender’ and a ‘receiver’. It 
starts from the experience of coming together, of analysing one’s 
historical situation, which transforms consciousness, and leads to the 
will to change a situation. All these stages are reflected in and through 
communication. 

Direct participation is the hallmark of alternative communication. 
Professionals may assist but editorial control (content and style) lies with 
a group of people who are part of the community process. In the course 
of time they acquire their own skills so that they can actually produce 
their own newspapers, or radio programmes, or video recordings. 

Grassroot communication is local. It only works within a clearly defined 
local population, or part of it, whose members are in contact with each 
other. It can also work as a bond between different communities in a 
defined local area (colonias) which are in similar situations. In Latin 
America groups involved in ‘comunicacién popular’ have back-up 
services, news services, and an organisational network. 

The church has played a major role in the development of grassroots 
communication in Latin America, the Philippines and South Africa. 
UNESCO has promoted ‘rural press’ programmes for the purpose of 
socio-economic development. Action groups have played a similar role 
in India. 

Grassroots communication is difficult to understand unless you have been 
part of it. There are no recipes for it; it changes from situation to 
situation. It is usually a slow process, and goes in stages. But it has 
changed people, communities and whole localities. 


4. Group communication for change 


Group and mass communication: Group media/communication are not 
aimed at a heterogeneous public (or isolated individuals) but at an 
indentifiable group of people who come together for a specific purpose 
and are, in this respect, homogenous. 

Group communication is interpersonel communication in a group 
situation in which the process of communication is (in various degrees) 
structured because of the aims of the group and its patterns of 
interaction. 

Group media are media specifically created to facilitate group 
discussion and to motivate people in and outside the group. They may be 
media products which are being adapted to this process, or audiovisuals, 
songs, plays etc specifically created for it. 


Characteristics of group media/ group communication 

Human situation. Group communication focusses on a specific situation 
which has a certain universal significance for each member of the group 
and the local population or even society as a whole. The situation is 
analysed, but should be introduced by a direct life ‘experience (simple 


anecdotes are not sufficient) rather than by social theory or religio 
morvation 


Contestation experience. The analysis of the human situation involves a 
direct challenge to the group. It may also lead to conflict. The group gets 
the teeling that something mus: be done about the situation. This in 
itself becomes a lite experience. 


Participation. This is made easier by the introduction of a medium. It 
breaks up, or prevents, the triangular learning model: animator/leader- 
participants-subject matter. There is always danger that a 
leader/animator moves into the centre (asking the main questions, 
giving the main input). Now the medium moves, as it were, into the 
centre. All have to listen or watch at the same time and in the same 
manner. The task of the coordinator (elected) is merely to encourage free 
expression by all, foster the art of listening to each other and facilitate 
sharing and interaction. 

Group consciousness. Both the common life experience and the process 

of interaction build up solidarity and a feeling of community. This is 
vital for adolescents, in whose life the group plays a fundamental role. 
Experience has shown that, in most cases, change in attitudes and 
behaviour and a resulting commitment to action is only possible if the 
individual is supported by a group. Or, such change occurs when the 
group requires it. 
Application. Once the media resource is analysed and discussed in some 
depth, the group becomes aware that this is not an isolated life 
experience but a situation which involes all. The experience should be 
internalized (application to self), and participants should take stock of 
their positions and share them with the others. This will ultimately lead 
to a joint decision and eventually to a joint plan for action. 

The experience in the light of principles. Among Christian groups, the 
main question to be introduced is: Has Jesus had, and lived through, a 
similar life experience as the group, and what was his reaction? What 
change, commitment and action are demanded of us? Something new 
and different is introduced into the process (so far based solely on a 
human situation): the word of God, the action of the Spirit, here and 
now. Other groups introduce their ethical/moral principles and 
guidelines in the same way. 


From group to action group 

There cannot be group media without a group. But communication is 
needed to form and maintain a group — primarily interpersonal 
communication. If members of the group are separated in space, other 
means of communication will be needed (newsletter with regular 
reports, personal correspondence etc). Local groups should be small 
enough to be totally participatory and big enough to be self-sustaining. 
Participation becomes difficult if the number of members exceeds sixteen 
to twenty. 

Decisions should be by consensus rather than by vote. 

If the group is exclusive, it will hardly ever become an action group. It 
should be open and welcoming to ‘outsiders’. The group should forge 
alliances with other groups with similar aims. Interaction between 
groups is a sensitive process. 

No leadership role should be assumed by any one group. The principle 
of equality is as important in inter-group action as in personal 
communication. 

The formulation of limited but strategic goals for action is of greatest 
importance. Change is likely to be brought about in only a limited way, 
but the experience that such change can in fact occur, and the success 
connected with it, is vital for an action group. 

Limited objectives and actions, however, do not mean treating 
symptoms but are aimed at the elimination of the root causes and the 
changing of unjust structures. 

The principle of self-criticism is indispensable for an action group: 
constant group evaluation of the process of long and short term 
objectives and of strategic action taken is necessary. 

The group should always be aware that it is engaged in along, drawn- 
out struggle. Continuity is therefore one of the institutional goals, and 


renewal a constant task. 
~ EPS 
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SHOPTALK (52/44) 


EPS deadlines in December and January (all times 7h0OO GMT): Monday, 9 
December; Tuesday, 7 January; Thursday, 9 January, Thursday, 30 January. 

Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 

Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 
us know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


“Moral issues in the life and thought of George K.A. Bell” is the title of the 
doctoral dissertation defended at Cambridge University by General Secretary 
Jaakko Rusama of the Ecumenical Council of Finland. Bell, an English Anglican 
bishop who died in 1958, was active in the formation and first years of the 
World Council of Churches. . 


Theologian Max Thurian, a member of the Taizé community currently a parttime 
member of the staff of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order received an 
honorary doctorate (15 November) from the University of Fribourg (Switzerland) 
in recognition of his theological, liturgical, and ecumenical work. 


Coverage of the emergency meeting on South Africa (EPS 85.11.65) and of the 
bishops" synod to mark the 20th anniversary of the end of the Second Vatican 
Council is projected for the next issue of EPS, to be mailed 10 December. 


The October/November issue of the WCC “Monthly Letter on Evangelism” includes 
several responses to a mission-strategy proposal by Donald McGavran which 
appeared in the August issue. Copies of the issues: are available to 
journalists on request to WCC/CWME, Box 66, Ch-1211 Geneva 20. 


“Latinamerica Press™ (Apartado 5594, Lima 100) has issued a special issue on 
“indigenous peoples” in the region. It including region-wide items and items 
on Bolivia, Brazil, Guatemala, and Nicaragua. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission issued (13 November) an appeal for 40,000 
US dollars in connection with floods and landslides in Puerto Rico; and (18 
November) an appeal for 75,000 US dollars in connection with typhoon damage in 
Vietnam. Copies of either or both are available on request to WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, Ch-1211 Geneva 20. It also has available a first situation report (19 
November) on the situation in India in the wake of floods there this year. 


The International Christian Federation for the Prevention of Alcoholism and 
Drug Addiction (27 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9HH) has available a report 
of its consultation/conference in Limuru (Kenya, 1-7 October). 


“Sharing People” is a leaflet which explains the work of the secretariat for 
personnel of the WCC inter-church aid commission. A copy is available to 


journalists on request to WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 85.11.27, in line 5, add the words said by the US government to be 
between the words Americans and in. 


Material available on South Africa: stories (dated 7 November) from Baptist 
Press (901 Commerce, Nashville TN 37203 USA) and Diocesan Press Service (815 
Second Avenue, New York NY 10017 USA); a booklet, “Apartheid is a Heresy,” 
from the South Africa Education Project of the United Church of Canada (85 St. 
Clair Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario M4T 1M8); a brief update (dated 19 
November) on the situation in Bharagwanath Hospital in Soweto, prepared by WCC 
researcher Cécile De Sweemer (on request to EPS). 


INDIAN COURT REJECTS PRIVILEGES Ecumenical Press 
FOR DALITS WHO BECOME CHRISTIANS Service 85.12.01 


NEW DELHI - The Indian Supreme Court has rejected an appeal for continuation 
of special privileges provided to Dalits (members of lower castes) if they 
convert to Christianity. While abolishing untouchability, the 1950 Indian 
constitution “scheduled” certain castes, giving members special aid, and 
reserving for them a proportion of jobs, college admissions, and legislative 
seats. The reservations were initially instituted for thirty years but were 
extended by Parliament in 1980. 


The reservations are only for certain castes of Hindus and Sikhs. At the time 
the constitution was written, other religions claimed equality among their 
members. However, over the years, some church people have expressed growing 
concern that, particularly in south India, the caste system continues within 
the church, 


The recent case was filed by Soosai, who lost his job (in the reserved 
category) with a village industries board in the state of Tamil Nadu when he 
converted to Christianity. He had belonged to a caste of hereditary cobblers. 
His argument was that his Fundamental Rights - guaranteeing to every Indian 
citizen seven freedoms, including that of religion - were violated when his 
scheduled caste privileges were withdrawn because he became a Christian. 


A three-judge panel, made up of Chief Justice P.N. Bhagwati, R.S. Pathak and 
A.N. Sen, held that, while arguing that the caste system continues in 
Christianity, the case had not shown that “the disabilities and handicaps 
suffered" in Hinduism continue "in their oppressive severity in the new 
environment of a different religious community”. 


The court also upheld the validity of a Tamil Nadu state government order that 
Christian converts who reconvert to Hinduism are again entitled to reserved 
jobs. 


Bhagwati, who became chief justice a few months ago, is known for his advocacy 
of “social justice” rather than only “legal justice”. One legal expert sees 
in the judgment (which notes that no “authoritative and detailed study" was 
presented to demonstrate caste-based oppression within the church) a message 
that the arguments presented were not adequate to warrant a constitutional 
change. 


However, the judgment attracted criticism from many quarters. The "Economic 
and Political Weekly" concluded that though the judgment “admittedly wanted to 
avoid an arbitrary decision for lack of evidence", it “in effect authenticates 
the anti-secular policy of the state which indirectly promotes the conversion 
of Christian scheduled castes to Hinduism". 


The large majority of conversions by Western missionaries during the two 
centuries before Indian independence (1947) from British rule were from hill 
tribes (in the east) or from the low castes (largely in the south), many of 
whom benefited socially and economically under the colonial structure. 


Earlier this year, a joint delegation of the National Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church took the matter to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
asking for new laws extending reservations to "Christian Dalits". Other 
Christian groups have seen the issue as a different kind of challenge, moving 
increasingly into slums and areas of caste oppression as legal advisors or 
liberation activists without proselytising. - EPS 


ECUMENICAL SCHOLARSHIPS Ecumenical Press 
MARK 40TH ANNIVERSARY Service 85.12.02 


GENEVA - The scholarships office of the World Council of Churches, based here, 
has announced that in 1985 were the largest number of awards (247), home 
countries (77), and countries of study (35), and the highest percentage of 
awards for non-theological studies (61 percent) in the 40 years since the 
first awards in 1945. Since then, more than 6600 scholarships have been 
awarded under the auspices of the WCC program. 


The effort began as help for the education of theological students in 
difficult conditions of postwar Europe. A goal was that leading young 
theological students would study in countries and church traditions other than 
their own. 


Among subjects now supported by the program are development studies, youth and 
community work, counselling and guidance, special education, adult education, 
communications, journalism, rural leadership, poultry husbandry, nutrition, 
church administration, pediatrics, hospital administration, library science, 
and church music. 


According to a report from WCC Scholarships Secretary David Philpot, numbers 
and percentages for home regions and study regions respectively for this 
year's scholarships are: 

Africa: 111 (45 percent) and 33 (13.5 percent) 

Middle East: 10 (4 percent) and 8 (3 percent) 

Eastern Europe: 3 (1 percent) and 2 (1 percent) 

Western Europe: 20 (8 percent) and 121 (49 percent) 

North America: 4 (1.5 percent) and 41 (16.5 percent) 

Caribbean: 13 (5.5 percent) and 2 (1 percent) 

Latin America: 18 (7.5 percent) and 11 (4.5 percent) 

Pacific: 15 (6 percent) and 9 (3.5 percent) 

Australia/New Zealand: 2 (1 percent) and 2 (1 percent) 

Asia: 51 (20.5 percent) and 18 (7 percent) 

Philpot observed that "a number of countries in the developing regions ... 
seldom participate. Further efforts are needed to encourage fuller use of 
in-region and trans-regional facilities, especially on a south-south or 


north-south basis.” 


The percentage of scholarships given to women has averaged about 30 in recent 
years. 


Philpot said a very rough estimate of the value of the awards is 1.8 million 
US dollars. He explained that the figure is not precise because much of the 
value of many of the grants is not part of the WCC budget, but rather in the 
budgets of those co-operating in the program. The scholarships go to 
candidates recommended by churches and church-related organizations, which 
select according to their own needs and priorities. Preference is given to 
younger candidates, and those who have not previously studied abroad. - EPS 


FRONTIER INTERNSHIP IN MISSION Ecumenical Press 
PROGRAMME MARKS QUARTER CENTURY Service 85.12.03 


NEW YORK (Leon Howell) - The Frontier Internship in Mission (FIM) programme 
celebrated its 25th anniversary with a dinner (15 November) at Union 
Theological Seminary here. The occasion brought together a significant number 
of former interns, the FIM International Coordination Committee (ICC) which 
had been meeting at nearby Stony Point (New York), and a number of supporters 
from church agencies. 


FIM is a mission effort which has placed young people on frontiers where the 
mission of the church is inadequate, absent or irrelevant, according to a 
definition used since the programme began. Approximately 250 people from 
sending countries have lived for an average of two years in receiving 
countries. 


At the outset, FIM was administered by its founder, Margaret Flory of what is 
now the Presbyterian Church (USA). Although several non-Americans 
participated, for the first several years, interns were predominantly young 
people from the US serving on frontiers in other parts of the world. However, 
in the 1975-80 period, following a stress on internationalization and a shift 
of FIM headquarters to Geneva, 56 interns (30 men and 26 women) served in 19 
countries. They came from Africa (5), Asia/Pacific (15), Europe (7), Latin 
America/Caribbean (16), and North America (13). 


During the celebration, Norbert Kline (FRG), ICC co-chairperson, said it was 
very important to recognize that FIM "is not a personal exchange but an 
engagement of people already involved in justice issues with those in other 
countries working on the same issue”. Later, he provided an example. 
Rosemarie Bolte went from involvement in South Africa solidarity issues in her 
local church in West Germany to the west coast of the US where she spent three 
years working with church groups on South African divestment. Upon her 
return to the FRG, she became South African secretary for her country's 
Protestant women's organization. 


The other ICC co-chairperson, Manuel Quintero (Cuba), told the group that at a 
time when some people were calling for a return to the old forms of evangelism 
from the centres of power to former colonies, "FIM has a special contribution 
to make in highlighting the mutuality of mission and the interdependence of 
the frontiers where the mission of the church has been inadequate.” 


An intern from 1969-1971, Tami Hultman, called the time she and her husband 
spent in South Africa “the formative experience in our lives. The important 
thing was not so much what we accomplished there but what we learned, what we 
brought back, and what we did with that.” She and her husband have worked 
with Africa News, based in Durham (North Carolina/US) for the past 12 years. 
The service, which produces a fortnightly news summary, a radio series, and 
research reports, has employed during its 12 years seven former interns, two 
of them from Africa. 


A current intern, Jazer Jebanesan Raj (India), is currently working with the 
food policy advocacy programme of the California Council of Churches. He 
told those gathered at the celebration that he had thought US media would have 
a freedom not enjoyed in India. But he said he had been struck by how 
parochial US media were while reading about “the assassination of Mrs Gandhi, 
the violence in the Punjab and the Bhopal disaster", events in his home 
country which had occurred while he was in California. 


At the celebration, a new World Council of Churches book on FIM, “Crossing 
Boundaries,” by former FIM co-director Kathleen Todd, was introduced. —- EPS 


RUNCIE SAYS 'MORE EFFECTIVE' Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICAN LINKS MAY BE NEEDED Service 85.12.04 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - World Anglicanism might need “more effective links” 
between its member churches, suggested Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, 
in his presidential address to the general synod of the Church of England (21 
November ). Much of his address was taken up with expounding an Anglican 
understanding of Christian community/communion (koinonia) and of authority. 
The fact that koinonia is a key concept in the report of the Anglican/Roman 
Catholic International Commission, now being evaluated by the two traditions, 
gave what he said an added ecumenical significance. 


Besides being the first bishop of English Anglicanism, Runcie is a focus of 
unity for world Anglicanism. Remarking that Anglican councils had properly 
been called bonds of affection, he said: "Had Anglicans possessed a stronger 
sense of communion expressed in a more structured affection just a few years 
ago, it is arguable that we might have handled the question of the ordination 
of women in a more satisfactory way. 


Pointing out that the Anglican communion was "no longer a church of the white 
middle classes from the security and prosperity of the western world", he 


said: "As Anglicans our identity is defined by communion rather than 
adherence to a confessional formula or subjection to an all-pervading legal 
system.” The purpose of authority in the church was to promote and maintain 


the church's communion of life, he said, and the Anglican principle of 
“dispersed authority” was an authority which built up the church's fellowship 
with God and one another, he added. 


"When Anglicans speak of ‘dispersed authority', they mean that there are many 
sources of authority, each of which has a claim to be heard", said Runcie. 
"We have always given a unique place to the authority of holy scripture ... 


But the texts have to be expounded and interpreted. We must listen to the 
traditional elucidations, but also to those who bring to bear an honest, 
probing and responsible scholarship. We must respect the witness of 


tradition, ... but we have to see it as dynamic ... And we must take account 
of human reason, not as a slavish following of contemporary intellectual 
fashions, rather as a principle of criticism of faith and action to establish 
moral priorities.” 


A "communion of local churches does not possess a visible and instant 
magisterium", Runcie remarked. Nor should they be complacent about the way 
authority and communion had been worked out in practice within the Anglican 
family, he suggested, and “if communion ... is to be maintained, we may need 
more effective links between the churches". He stressed, however, that his 
role is "fraternal, not papal", to “gather the churches, not to rule them”. 


The synod itself gave provisional approval to a measure which would give a 
bishop discretion to ordain to the priesthood a man who had ‘remarried after 
divorce or who was married to a divorcee - something at present forbidden. 
The measure was presented as a much-needed tidying-up of anomalies. Under 
present legislation, said Thomas Coningsby, vicar general of the province of 
York, the emphasis was on remarriage, not divorce, as the bar to ordination. 
This meant, for example, that there was nothing to stop a divorced man being 
ordained, if he was otherwise suitable, and then getting married. But if a 
serving clergyman got divorced and remarried this in itself did not lead to 
any action being taken against him. 


A report advocating admitting children to communion before confirmation came 
in for considerable criticism, to the extent that a motion merely taking note 
of it attracted 106 votes against to 263 in favour. — EPS 


NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
STRESSES HUMAN DIGNITY Service 85.12.05 


TOENSBERG (Norway) - The 1985 meeting of the general synod of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway (NK) has vowed to increase church efforts to defend human 
dignity over a wide spectrum. The 83 delegates also said Norwegian parishes 
should become more involved in ecumenism and mission work. Also on the 
group's agenda was a serious shortage of church workers in the northern part 
of the country. 


Among areas of human dignity focused on by the synod are legal protection for 
unborn human life, medical ethics, rights of the aging, the struggle against 
family violence, sexual equality, work against racism, peace and disarmament 
work, global efforts against poverty, opposition to religious persecution, and 
strengthening Sami (Lapp) language and culture. - EPS 


METHODIST BISHOPS RELEASE Ecumenical Press 
DRAFTS ON 'NUCLEAR CRISIS' Service 85.12.06 


WICHITA (Kansas/US) - Bishops of the US-based United Methodist Church released 
(14 November) drafts of a 1500-word pastoral letter and a 30,000-word study 
paper on nuclear issues. The bishops plan to adopt final versions when they 
meet beginning next 28 April in Morristown (New Jersey). 


Among other things, the drafts urge an annual summit meeting between US and 
Soviet leaders, a ban on all weapons in outer space; a “clear and 
unconditional 'no'” to nuclear war and any use of nuclear weapons; a 
comprehensive test ban as the first step towards a mutually-verifiable freeze 
on testing, production, and deployment of nuclear weapons; and agreement on 
“no first use" of nuclear weapons. The draft language calls possession of 
nuclear weapons "idolatrous.” 


The letter, “In Defense of Creation: The Nuclear Crisis and a Just Peace”, 
praises the 1983 pastoral letter on war and peace from US Roman Catholic 
bishops, but, going a step further than their counterparts, the Methodists say 
deterrence must not receive church blessing “even as a temporary warrant for 
holding on to nuclear weapons". 


The drafting committee was headed by Bishops Dale White (New York) and C.P. 
Minnick (North Carolina). Minnick said the letter is not intended to reflect 
a consensus among the nine-million-plus United Methodists, but to be "pastoral 
and prophetic words from this council [of bishops] to the church". FERS 


BRITISH CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
WELCOME IRISH ACCORD Service 85.12.07 


LONDON - [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, [Roman Catholic] 
Archbishop of Westminster Basil Cardinal Hume, and Free Church Federal Council 
Moderator Tudur Jones praised last month's UK-Irish Republic accord on 
Northern Ireland as a “significant development", and called for "serious 
resolve on all sides" to work for “political reconciliation, peace, and 
economic growth in Ireland". The standing committee of Ireland's Roman 
Catholic bishops was more cautious. It expressed “our sincere hope that the 
... agreement will make a genuine contribution towards reconciliation". 


The agreement gives the republic a consultative role in Northern [Irish 
affairs, and says that for the UK province to be united with the republic 
would require support from a majority of the province. Roman Catholics are a 
minority in the province, though a majority on the island as a whole. - EPS 


THEOLOGIANS SUGGEST Ecumenical Press 
DROPPING 'FILIOQUE' Service 85.12.08 


BROOKLINE (Massachusetts/US) - A two-day meeting here of about 55 theologians 
from more than a dozen Christian traditions has found, according to a report 
from the [US] National Council of Churches, which sponsored it, "general 
willingness among Western scholars” to drop the filioque clause in the version 
of the fourth-century Nicene Creed used among most Western Christians. 


In expressing church doctrine about the Trinity, the clause affirms that the 
Holy Spirit also proceeds from the Son. It was not in the original text, and 
is not generally used by Eastern Christians, who affirm procession from the 
Father alone. In recent years, various Western Christian groups, among them 
US Anglicans and Finnish Lutherans, have begun to consider dropping the phrase. 


In their communiqué, the group also discussed the issue of “naming God", and 
“acknowledged deep tension between the content and context of faiths: nalts 
statement said “personal language about God transcends gender” and that “those 
who take the male names and images about God to pertain only to men sense a 
lessened personal role and value for women”. 


The group said “context is relevant to revelation's content. Christians 
believe it is the Spirit who calls us to respond to changing contexts. 


Bearing meaningful witness in shifting contexts is difficult.” - EPS 

GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL WORSHIP Ecumenical Press 
RESOURCE CENTRE DEVELOPING Service 85.12.09 
GENEVA - "A collection and cataloguing point for worship material from all 


over the world" is being developed at the World Council of Churches. 


In a letter seeking material, Gwen Cashmore, WCC director for renewal and 
congregational life, said the range of material hoped for goes from 
"traditional hymns, prayers, and liturgies, to more experimental worship forms 
such as poetry, inclusive language writings, and folk music ... in any 
language or style", especially “any official or semi-official worship books or 
hymnals used" by WCC members. 


Cashmore said the goal was a “living collection of material that is relevant 
for churches and widely accessible”. She said a newsletter was planned, and 
asked for additional financial support. — EPS 


PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING AFRICAN Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH LEADERS IN MEETING Service 85.12.10 


PRAIA (Cape Verde) - About 40 people from Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, 
and Cape Verde were here (4-8 November) for the third meeting of church 
leaders from Portuguese-speaking Africa. It follows similar gatherings in 
Luanda in 1979 and Maputo in 1981. 


Included in the program was a tour in the countryside, and a meeting with the 
Cape Verde justice minister, who has government responsibility for religious 
affairs in the country. 


The group resolved to meet every two years, suggested joint programs in 
leadership development, and urged international church organizations, and the 
church in French- and English-speaking parts of Africa to be more sensitive to 
the situation of Christians in Portuguese-speaking parts of Africa. — EPS 


US CHURCH OPPOSITION TO Ecumenical Press 
FILIPINO GOVERNMENT GROWS Service 85.12.11 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - As the sense of crisis in the Philippines grows, so 
does church opposition in the United States to backing for the government of 
President Ferdinand Marcos. 


Churches of the United States currently find more acute issues in the nuclear 
rivalry of the superpowers and in regional conflicts of the Middle East, South 
Africa and Central America. So the Philippines does not get priority 
attention. Many people in the US churches nonetheless are trying to advance 
public understanding of developments there, and to change US policy. 


They say the US carries a special responsibility because it governed the 
Philippines as a colony from the time of taking it from Spain in 1898 until it 
became independent in 1946, and because of the important US military bases - 
Clark Air Force and Subic Naval - still maintained there. 


US churches should feel a special tie, they add, because the Philippines is 
the only country in Asia that is predominantly Christian. Since most 
Christians of the Philippines are Roman Catholic, but Protestants have 
considerable strength, both Protestants and Roman Catholics in the US. 
Significant numbers of them are more directly involved through missionary 
service, current or past. 


Much of the US church concern is expressed through the Church Coalition for 
Human Rights in the Philippines, formed by a Philippines Joint Action Group of 
the National Council of Churches, Roman Catholics religious orders working in 
the Philippines, and others. It is chaired by Ruth Harris, an executive of 
the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 


In an interview at her office in New York, whe said the coalition's work was 
reshaped and broadened by understanding gained at an International Ecumenical 
Conference 2/7 September-2 October 1983 at Stony Point, New York, with 
participation from a dozen countries besides the Philippines and the US. 


In September 1985, she and other coalition leaders attended an International 
Solidarity Conference in Mindanao, where she said they were horrified by the 
escalation of violence against human rights workers. Most Americans still do 
not realize the extent of this violence, she said. 


Dante Simbulan, a Roman Catholic, directs the small office operated by the 
coalition in Washington. A major part of its work is feeding information to 


government officials and co-ordinating a network of local _ groups. bi 
promotes activities such as a Promise of Advent campaign for political 
prisoners in the Philippines. Next March, it will sponsor its first 


“exposure tour” of the Philippines, with the Ecumenical Partnership for 
International Concerns as host there. 


Some US denominations have taken separate actions. In 1984, the United 
Methodist General Conference declared opposition to “the dictatorial policies 
of the present Philippines government” and to any US military intervention. 


Marcos finds allies as well as critics in the US church. Jerry Falwell, the 
Verginia Baptist pastor who heads the Moral Majority, has visited the 
Philippines twice this year to declare his support. AL a” OInner a" (re 
November) at the Malacanang Palace, he praised the Marcos family, and said he 
wanted to alert conservative Christians to the danger of communist expansion 
in the Philippines as he had earlier done regarding South Africa and Central 
America. - (over) 


philippines/2 


But opposition to Marcos in the main US churches has been growing since he 
declared martial law, 21 September 1972. Although martial law formally ended 
in January 1981, just in time for the February visit of Pope John Paul II, 
critics saw little change. Murder of the opposition political leader Benigno 
Aquino as he was returning from exile 21 August 1983 then aroused so much 
public condemnation that US President Ronald Reagan cancelled a visit planned 
for that November. 


Anniversaries of the 21 August and 21 September events have become occasions 
for concentrated protest. In 1985, Washington observances included a 
memorial service in Lafayette Park, in front of the White House, for 
“Philippine martyrs” and civil disobedience, leading to six arrests, at the 
Philippines embassy. 


Despite the visit cancellation, Reagan continues to uphold Marcos, and won the 
approval of Congress (the US parliament) for an increase in aid to the 


Philippines for the current fiscal year. But, as a sign of apprehension 
about growing strength in the opposition New People's Army, Reagan sent US 
Senator Paul Laxalt of Nevada to take Marcos a personal message. No follow- 


up was visible after Marcos blandly said he could defeat the rebels in a year. 


One activity of the Church Coalition is helping Filipinos who visit the United 
States get their story out. In October, together with the international 
affairs office of the National Council of Churches, it sponsored a briefing by 
Luis Hechanova, a Roman Catholic (Redemptorist) priest, who chairs the 


Philippines Association of Major Religious Superiors of Men. He advocated 
removal of US bases so Filipinos could work out their own future free of US 
pressure. He also warned that pressures for stronger action against the 


rebels would lead to more military brutality, and then more rebel recruits. 


Through the immigration of recent years, the US has acquired a sizeable 
Filipino population. Their presence helps bring frequent visits by church 
leaders from the Philippines, who are also often contacting mission and relief 
agencies that provide them with support. One recent visitor was Roman 
CAtholic Bishop Antonio Fortich of Bacolod, Negros, where collapse of the 
sugar industry has thrown huge numbers of workers into destitution. While 
seeking help for his people, he visited the Filipino community in several 
cities, and reported that he found it politically divided, unable to speak as 
a united voice. Members of this community, he said, also fear they will be 
prevented from going back to visit their relatives if they become identified 
as government opponents, which they might tend to be. 


An annual mass is held at St Patrick's Roman Catholic cathedral in New York in 
support of the canonisation of Lorenzo Ruiz, a layman who, with some 
companions, was executed in 1637 on a missionary journey to Okinawa. The 
pope declared him “blessed" during the 1981 visit, and Filipino Roman 
Catholics hope he will become their first official saint. 


Because of divisions in the community, efforts are made to avoid any political 
slant at these masses. Marcos and his wife, Imelda, patrons of the Ruiz 
movement, were in the USwhen this annual event was inaugurated in 1982, and 
sponsors were relieved they did not try to attend. 


At the time of the 1984 mass, Jaime Cardinal Sin, Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Manila, known for his pragmatic policy of “critical co-operation" with Marcos, 
was in the US to receive an honorary degree. He also delivered the Ruiz mass 
homily, and verged on the political by observing that leaders sometimes serve 
their people by resigning. No objection to this comment was heard. — EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN METHODISTS Ecumenical Press 
NOT RACIST, PRESIDENT SAYS Service 85.12.12 


LONDON - Allegations of racism within the Methodist Church in Southern Africa 
have brought a strong rebuttal from MCSA President Ernest Baartman. Stressing 
the challenges of ministering “in the midst of the turmoil that apartheid has 
created", he insisted the MCSA had striven to remain "one and undivided". 


Baartman became MCSA president last October. He became known in the 1970s as 
a proponent of black theology. His statement was published (21 November) in 
the British weekly "Methodist Recorder” in response to “outraged” comments by 
Leon Murray, British Methodist vice-president, published earlier (10 October). 


Murray, back from a visit to South Africa with a British Council of Churches 
delegation, said Methodist congregations he visited were racially segregated. 
He also recorded comments from South Africans that “the white church as a 
whole across the denominations, including the Methodist church, upholds 
apartheid and does not want it to change”. 


Baartman denied the MCSA is “divided on racial lines in the same way as the 
Dutch [Reformed] church [in South Africa]", adding that Methodists resisted 
government attempts to "force us to become separate churches on racial 
lines". He agreed that congregations often do worship along racial lines. 
This he attributed to people being forced into separate residential areas, 
language differences, and “active disinformation campaigns by the government” 
which foster the belief that worshipping together is illegal. 


He said the MCSA has “taken what, in South African terms, is a radical step 
requiring great faith and commitment: to station ministers irrespective of 
their race and irrespective of the (government) designated group area". He 
also denied that ministers' stipends vary according to race, adding that “our 
church was one of the first to move away from this in the mid-1970s". He 
stressed that parishes that pay their ministers more than the stipend fixed by 
conference are required to contribute to stipends of ministers in poorer 
parishes. — EPS 


LEGISLATIVE BODY PROPOSED Ecumenical Press 
FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Service 85.12.13 
ROME - A permanent body of representative bishops with legislative and 


executive powers to help run the Roman Catholic church was proposed on the 
first working day (25 November) of a special meeting of Roman Catholic 
bishops. Leaving the power of veto with the pope, the body would in effect 
reduce the policy-making power of the curia (church executives and 
administrators based at the Vatican). 


The proposal came from Maxim Hermaniuk, Ukrainian Catholic archbishop based in 
Winnipeg (Canada). He said synods, in their current advisory form, do not go 
far enough towards establishing “collegiality” between the pope and the rest 
of the world's Roman Catholic bishops, one of the aims of the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-65), which the bishops here are reviewing and evaluating. 


Before this synod, some observers suggested some bishops might want to use it 
to put a brake on, if not reverse, some results of council reforms. For 
example, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, former archbishop of Munich and head of 
the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, has condemned "an 
indiscriminate opening to the world” after the council. On the other hand, 
Godfried Cardinal Danneels, archbishop of Brussels and a synod leader, said 


"there is no possibility of going backwards with respect to the council”. —- EPS 


Kenyan RC bishops condemn birth-control activities Bese) oho Le 
NAIROBI - Kenya's Roman Catholic bishops condemned (15 November) the Kenyan 
Association of Youth Organizations and the UN Demographic Control Fund for 
their birth control acitivites. — EPS 


Uganda government declares holiday to mark martyrs' centennial Ero Os lZeL95 
KAMPALA - The general who heads this country's military government, Tito 


Okello, has decreed a national holiday to mark the beginning of more than a 
year of celebrations commemorating the 100th anniversary of the martyrdom of 
about 70 Christians and several Muslims. Okello reiterated the policy of his 
government favouring respect for freedom of religion and free association. - 
EPS 


Mexican RC bishops warn about foreign-debt problems EPS 85.12.16 
GUADALAJARA (Mexico) - Meeting here this month, Mexico's Roman Catholic 
bishops warned that the weight of foreign debt payments has deepened social 
injustice and hunger in the region, threatening to provoke a generalized 
insurrection. Also on the bishops' agenda were activities of evangelical 
groups. — EPS 


Panama church reported ready to play crisis role EP§°85 SL2 517 
PANAMA —- Rome-based Inter Press Service reports from here that “worried about 
the country's grave economic problems", the leadership of the numerically- 
dominant Roman Catholic Church in Panama “will apparently play an active role 
in seeking solutions for the current crisis". Marcos McGrath, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop here, called (11 November) for a national dialogue to 
create national unity in handling the crisis. - EPS 


Church-state relations said improving in Uruguay EPS 85.12.18 
ROME - IPS news agency, based here, reports that “the return of democracy to 
Uruguay has improved relations between the government" and the Vatican, 
according to the new Uruguay ambassador to the Vatican, Alejandro Zorilla. - 
EPS 


Two kidnapped Jesuits killed in Mozambique EP Sreo ientto 
MAPUTO - The bodies of two Jesuit priests, kidnapped by opponents of the 
Mozambique government, were found (November 3). Events leading to their 
deaths were not known. The two were abducted from their mission by the 
Mozambique National Resistance (MNR). Roman Catholic priests and nuns have 
often been the targets of MNR attacks during the insurgency of the past 
decade. — EPS 


Nicaraguan archbishop denies anti-government links EPS 65.12.20 
MANAGUA - Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, 
has denied in an interview in Newsweek magazine this month that the Roman 
Catholic leadership in the country, which has been at odds with the 
government, is linked to the contras, US-backed opponents of the government. 
He called the charge a "slander", and said priests sympathetic to the 
government “echo everything” it says. - EPS 


Chilean bishops accuse government of state terrorism EPS 85.12.21 
SANTIAGO - Chile's Roman Catholic bishops accused (13 November) the military 
government of practising state terrorism. In a document which sets forth 


pastoral guidelines for the next three years, the bishops said an increase of 
social conflict is due mostly to the lack of political freedom. Reuter news 
agency reported from here that the document "seemed likely to worsen 
relations" between the bishops and the government, “already strained by the 
church's defence of human rights." Most Chileans are counted as Roman 
Catholics. — EPS 


James E. Wagner dies EPS 8312 «22 
WINCOTE (Pennsylvania/US) - James E. Wagner, who played a key role in the 1957 
merger of the Evangelical Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian 
Churches to form the United Church of Christ died here (19 October). He was 
85. He had been president of the ERC, and was co-president of the UCC until 
L4OL 5 tee 


Anglican council adds mission/social issues secretary EPS 85.12.23 
LONDON - The Anglican Consultative Council, based here, has appointed Martin 


Mbwana as its associate secretary for mission and social issues, effective 
next month. Mbwana, a priest of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Tanzania, is currently canon chancellor in the CPT diocese of Zanzibar and 
Tanga, with responsibilities for religious education and doctrinal and 
liturgical programs. He was CPT provincial secretary from 1976-84. — EPS 


Construction of new wing of Ecumenical Centre underway EPS 85.12.24 
GENEVA — With a cornerstone ceremony last month presided over by World Council 
of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, work on a fourth wing of offices 
in the Ecumenical Centre here is formally underway. The new wing, authorized 
by the 1984 meeting of the WCC central committee, is expected to cost 5.1 
million Swiss francs and be ready for occupancy by mid-1987. Initially, about 
50 of the 92 new offices will be used by Ecumenical Centre organizations, 
principally the Lutheran World Federation, many of whose offices are now in 
temporary quarters. Construction costs are expected to be self liquidating in 
15 years from office charges and rentals to outside organizations. Gradually, 
Ecumenical Centre organizations are expected to move into the remaining 
offices. At the end of the ceremony, some of the centre staff looking on 
began singing the hymn “The Church's One Foundation”. — EPS 


Two CEC personalities die EPS 85.12.25 
GENEVA - Last month, the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches 


announced the deaths of two noted CEC personalities. Egbert Emmen, one of two 
CEC honorary presidents, died at Zutphen (Netherlands). He was 83. He was 
secretary general of the Netherlands Reformed Church from 1946 until his 
retirement in 1967. Teofilo Santi, a member of the CEC presidium 1967-74, 
died in Naples (23 October). The physician and Methodist lay preacher was 76. 
pal Age’ 


Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe condemns apartheid EPS 85.12.26 
BUDAPEST - At its 17th general meeting, in Séte (France, 12-19 October), the 
Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe, based here, passed a resolution condemning 
apartheid (race separation with white supremacy) and pledging solidarity with 
young Christians in South Africa. The council also sent a message to the 
European Cultural Forum held here. The message was presented by Laszlé6 P4ll, 
a Hungarian Reformed pastor who is EYCE general secretary. The message to the 
forum welcomed it "for continuing and developing the spirit of the Helsinki 
agreements” of 1975. EYCE was founded in 1968. It has member organizations 
in 18 European countries. Its executive committee members come from the UK, 
Italy, Soviet Union, DDR (East Germany), Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Finland. — EPS 


Kirk objects to broadcast advertising proposals BE Guat isllde weed 
TALLINN - Geneva-based Lutheran World Information reported (14 November) that 
Harri Moetsnik, an Estonian Lutheran pastor suspended last December, has been 
sentenced to three months imprisonment in a labour camp for "anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda". He was arrested in April (EPS 85.05.69). Estonian 
Lutheran Archbishop Edgar Hark described Moetsnik as “a man with whom we could 
not co-operate”, and said he refused to stop his “system-criticizing 
activities,” even after repeated warnings - EPS 


Danish Inner Mission article on Aids draws repudiation EPS 85.12.28 
COPENHAGEN —- Forty-three theological teachers at the universities here and in 
Arhus have repudiated the views of General Secertary Poul Lanagergaard of the 
Danish Inner Mission. In its magazine, Lanagergaard said the disease Aids, 
most of whose victims in Europe and North America are male homosexuals, is 
divine punishment for sin. The theologians said Lanagergaard's approach 
rejects “fundamental truths in the Christian presentation of the gospel”. -— EPS 


Swedish church leaders criticize immigration policies EPS 85.12.29 
STOCKHOLM - Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstroém and Council of Free Churches 
General Secretary Karl-Axel Elmquist have jointly criticized the way in which 
Swedish immigration authorities are treating refugees from Lebanon. The two 
say would-be Lebanese refugees are being turned back in groups, even though 
"according to our immigration laws, all applications for asylum should be 
considered on a strictly individual basis". - EPS 


Swedish church board warns on bioethical issues EPS 85.12.30 
STOCKHOLM - On behalf of the central board of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden, 
Archbishop of Uppsala Bertil Werkstro6m has urged firmer controls on methods 
being used to determine information about the quality of foetuses. In a 
comment on genetic engineering or selection in general, Werkstr6m said such 
methods “must not be used to produce a selected type of human being. Even the 
sick and the handicapped are of value in our society." The board also 
affirmed the beginning of life as the time when an egg is fertilized by a 
sperm. It rejected a proposal by a government-appointed committee that would 
define the beginning of life as 14 days after fertilization. - EPS 


Government requirements for Swedish priests' education relaxed EPS) 02,2008 
STOCKHOLM - The Swedish government has removed former requirements that 
candidates for ordination in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) pass a 
special examination. The change gives more scope to diocesan bishops and 
chapters (councils) to decide about qualifications. Goran G6dransson, the 
government minister responsible for church affairs, said the change “simply 
means that the Church of Sweden now can accept greater responsibility for its 
own affairs". However, Christian Bexell, an adviser to the SK education 
commission, worried that the change might lead to unacceptable differences in 
clergy requirements among the 13 SK dioceses. — EPS 


Swedish church, labor reps join in anti-apartheid appeal EPS"S5ad eye 
STOCKHOLM - The Swedish Ecumenical Council and the Swedish Trade Union 
Confederation have issued a joint appeal for a complete boycott of all South 
African merchandise sold in the country, and a stop to all Swedish trade with 
South Africa. Last year, Sweden imported goods from South Africa worth more 
than 400 million Swedish kronor. - EPS 


Swedish Methodists, Lutherans recommend full communion EP Si bindeeoe 
STOCKHOLM - A joint Swedish Methodist-—Lutheran commission has recommended that 
the two traditions establish full eucharistic fellowship, and fully accept 
ordinations conducted under the auspices of the other. If accepted by church 
authorities, the result could be joint participation in ordinations and 
consecrations of bishops and other ministers. Methodists in Sweden are part 
of the US-based United Methodist Church. Most Swedes are counted as members 
of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden. - EPS 


British church delegation to Falklands/Malvinas planned EPS 85.12.34 
LONDON - A three-person delegation from the British Council of Churches is 
expected to visit the Falklands/Malvinas in February. Argentina — tried 
unsuccessfully to take the South Atlantic islands from UK control in 1982. UK 
and Argentine church representatives have since had meetings about promoting 
reconciliation between the two countries (EPS 85.07.29, 08.37) - EPS 


WCC president, former moderator on Commonwealth panel EPS: 85422U38 
LONDON - Nita Barrow, one of the seven presidents of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches; and Ted Scott, archbishop and primate of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, and former WCC moderator, have been named to a seven-person 
Commonwealth panel to explore ways of promoting peace in South Africa. - EPS 


Scottish church leaders hand over freeze petition EPS 85.12.36 
EDINBURGH - Several Scottish church leaders planned to hand over (22 November) 
at the UK prime minister's residence in London petitions carrying more than 
120,000 signatures from Scotland calling for a nuclear freeze. The petition 
urges the UK government to “take the lead in initiating an international and 
multilateral freeze by declaring its willingness to halt all production, 
development, and deployment of nuclear weapons as a first step to genuine 
negotiations for arms control and reduction.” Among the church leaders 
involved are David Smith, moderator of the general assembly of the [Reformed 
(Presbyterian)] Church of Scotland, Thomas Winning, Roman Catholic archbishop 
of Glasgow, and Kenyon Wright, general secretary of the Scottish Churches' 
Council. - EPS 


Patriarchate warns clergy on civil court litigation EPS 85.12.37 
ISTANBUL - The [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, based here, has 
reminded clergy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, 
one of its jurisdictions, of the patriarchate's ruling that “no member of the 
clergy, in a dispute with a fellow member of the clergy or with a third party, 
shall submit the matter to a civil court” without permission from his church 
superior. The announcement said the reminder was given because “some of the 
clergy ... are failing to comply with these guidelines". It added that “these 
are acts of disobedience and disdainment toward the judgment of church 
authorities, demeaning thereby the sacred office of the clergy”. Violation of 
the church canons in question "carries a penalty of defrocking". — EPS 


Castro meets Cuban bishops EPS 85.12.38 
HAVANA - Cuban President Fidel Castro held formal talks with seven Roman 
Catholic bishops (12 November). A church spokesperson called them “warm and 
positive”, and said more such meetings were expected. [Earlier items: EPS 
85.10.03,54, 11.43).] - EPS 


Michael Robert Zigler dies EPS 85.12.39 
NEW MARKET (Virginia/US) - Michael Robert Zigler, a major figure in the Church 
of the Brethren, died here (25 October). He would have been 94 on 9 
November. He was a denominational executive from 1919 until his retirement in 
1958, after 10 years as its representative in Europe. He was active in World 
Council of Churches affairs, being elected to its central committee in 1954. 
He attended all six WCC assemblies. - EPS 


German church people hold annual '10 Days of Peace’ EPS 85.12.40 
BERLIN/FRANKFURT — Evangelical (Lutheran, Reformed, United) church groups in 
both the FRG and GDR (East and West Germany) held their annual "10 Days of 
Peace" (10-20 November), with special worship and information efforts. 

Reports from the FRG said speakers there stressed that justice and peace was 
threatened in the FRG and many countries by “armaments and over-abundance, 
poverty and hunger, fear and the striving for power". Among GDR activities 
was an exhibit in a Berlin church urging free expression of opinion; freedom 
of information, movement, and travel; and equal opportunity in education 
regardless of a citizen's religion or world views. Some of these areas have 
been a matter of disagreement with government policy in the GDR. Church 
authorities in both countries agreed on common worship materials for the 
period. Estimates are that a majority of GDR Evangelical congregations and 
about half of FRG Evangelical congregations participate in the 10 days. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Joint Statement of Church Leaders at End of Summit" EPS 85.12.41 


[This item is excerpted from a joint statement by USSR and US church leaders 
who were in Geneva during the Reagan-Gorbachev summit (EPS 85.11.62,63,70).] 


... We have been surrounded by love. We have experienced it once again with 
one another, in the presence of. the world-wide ecumenical community 
represented by the World Council of Churches, and in worship with Christians 
from the churches of Geneva. Though we have not yet heard the final 
conclusions of this summit .... Our hope stems in part from our times of 
prayer which have brought us still closer in our common faith in one Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 


Out of our different traditions, we asked at the beginning, “How shall we 
worship?” But, over the years, we have found that we can and must sing and 
pray as one worshipping community. We have been renewed in our conviction 
that the whole of humanity is in the hands of a loving God, the God of peace 
and of justice. 


This faith drew us together across the chasm of the Cold War more than thirty 
years ago. It has kept us together in unbroken community ever since. We 
have learned that in order to stay together, we require the challenge and 
support of the churches and Christians around the world to whom we are in turn 
mutually accountable. In order to grow together, we have had to face with 
increasing openness and clarity issues of the faith, of our societies, and of 
the world in which we live. 


The meeting of our countries' leaders could also be the beginning of a lasting 
and positive relationship between our governments and our peoples as a 
whole. We pray that it may be so. But if this renewal of contact is to 
prosper and grow, the leaders must be challenged and supported by the nations 
joined in the United Nations, and they must by the same token make themselves 
accountable not only to one another and their peoples, but to all the peoples 
of the world who are confronted by the ominous power of our two countries. 


We pray that the enormous human and material resources which have been 
invested in developing this terrible destructive might will soon be turned to 
the tasks of disarmament and meeting the needs of people who today struggle 
for survival and thirst for justice. ... 


It has been suggested that President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev 
may be considering future meetings and visits to each other. We sincerely 
hope that this will be done soon, and that these will be occasions for the 
signing of specific accords which regularly and increasingly reduce the sphere 
and severity of confrontation between our nations. We have long hoped for 
this, and sought through our exchanges over three decades to prepare a 
favourable climate for such contacts. 


Now, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has issued an 
invitation to church leaders of the USSR to visit the United States between 
10-24 April 1986, for discussions and travel to local and regional ecumenical 
organizations and church institutions in different parts of the USA in order 
to broaden and deepen our mutual understanding. Another visit of US 
Christians to the USSR is also planned as part of what we hope will be 
extended mutual relationships. 


May God bless these undertakings and those of Mr Reagan and Mr Gorbachev. 
And as we exchange the kiss of peace and return to our own churches and 
peoples, may the vision of the Prophet Micah for all the peoples of God's 
world soon become a reality: that justice and peace embrace. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Dialogue: an Ecumenical Concern" EPS 85.12.42 


[This item is excerpted from the editorial in the October issue of “Ecumenical 
Review", quarterly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Castro is 
WCC general secretary. Other articles on the subject in the issue are “The 
Absoluteness of Jesus Christ and Christ-centred Syncretism" (M. M. Thomas), 
"Dialogue and Witness” (Jan van Butselaar), "“Inter-religious Dialogue as a 
Christian Ecumenical Concern" (Diana Eck), "Dialogue: A Question about 
"Religiology'” (Per Lgnning), "Reflections on the Tao of Interfaith Dialogue” 
(C. Murray Rogers), "Truth in Religious Discourse" (William Pickard), 
“Dialogue in the Context of Development: a Sri Lankan Experience” (Yohan 
Devananda and Sarath Fernando), “Interfaith Dialogue in Britain” (Kenneth 
Cracknell), and “Interfaith Dialogue in Canada” (John Berthrong). A copy of 
the issue is available to journalists on request to WCC/Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


... Dialogue is not of course a new reality for Christians, especially for 
those who are living in daily contact with people of other religious 
persuasions. In their everyday life, many Christians are involved in 
relations of friendship and co-operation with people who have very different 
religious convictions. 


What is relatively new is the ecumenical reflection on this reality, which has 
been taking place during recent years, especially promoted within the WCC 
constituency by the Sub-unit on Dialogue. We must also recognize the part 
played by the Second Vatican Council, which opened doors of dialogue and 
co-operation between the Roman Catholic Church and other world religions. 
The happy collaboration between the Sub-unit on Dialogue and Vatican's 
Secretariat for Non-Christians is one of the positive developments in 
ecumenical work. 


What is also new is the fact that many Christians in Western countries are 


today living among people of other faiths. The movement of populations over 
the last several years has meant that in almost every nation of the world we 
have a religiously pluralistic situation. For people in Great Britain, for 


example, other religions were an object of mission in foreign lands; _ today 
they must live side by side with people professing other faiths, and they 
cannot help being exposed to the values and the lifestyle of their neighbours 
of other faiths. 


There is also the reality of the resurgence of old religions. The Missionary 
Conference in Jerusalem in 1928 was afraid that religions were being 
undermined by the growth of secular thought; today we realize that religions 
are alive and powerful, and continue to command the loyalty of millions of 
people. The new life that is evident in Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism is a 
clear indication of the capacity of the religious experience to adapt to 
changing world views and to the technological revolution of our times. 


Many Christians, especially in Asia and Africa, are in the process of 
affirming their ancestral cultures; they are fully committed to being 


Christian as part of, and not apart from, their communities. They claim to 
be inheritors of the wisdom of centuries shaped by other’ religious 
convictions. This awareness of the fact that they have two histories - the 


history of the people of Israel and the early church that comes to them 
through the Bible, and the history of their own people, the community to which 
they belong - and the desire to keep these two together, must necessarily lead 
to an external dialogue with their neighbours of other faiths, and a 
passionate internal dialogue within each person and each Christian 
community. Dialogue is integral to their search for identity. - (over) 


dialogue/2 


The reflection on dialogue has not been easy. In fact, it has been a 
polemical issue within the World Council of Churches and in the life of the 
member churches. In one sense, this has been good, as one of the writers in 


this issue points out, because it has obliged the Christian “dialogue on 
dialogue", to examine at depth our own Christian convictions and to root the 
dialogue in our faithfulness to the gospel of Jesus Christ, discovering within 
it, and as integral to it, an attitude of openness and listening, of humble 
service and reciprocity, to our neighbours of other convictions. 


One aspect of the internal dialogue is explored in the essay here on dialogue 
and mission. The two have come closer to each other through the years. We 
know today that witness is not possible without an authentic dialogic 
attitude, and that dialogue needs to be rooted in our faith-commitment and 
that it must include the testimony of what we owe to Jesus Christ. 


In a recent conversation with Jewish leaders in Buenos Aires, we were reminded 
that their special relation to the land of Israel is an essential component of 
the Jewish identity, and that Christians who would like to. relate 
constructively and dialogically to them should be aware of that particular 
conviction that belongs to the very essence of the Jewish consciousness. 


We responded that we would try to appreciate and respect that conviction, 
because we too have basic convictions that belong to our Christian identity. 
One of these convictions is that the gospel of Jesus Christ is not a personal 
property of Christians, but belongs to the common treasure of humankind, and 
that it is the privilege and duty of the Christian to share this conviction 
with everybody. ... 


We would like to underline three 2reas of concern: 


First is what may be called the pragmatic one. Communities of people are 
living together, facing common problems; we need to learn to co-operate in 
order to _ survive. No programme of the WCC can be developed today in 
religious isolation. We live in a pluralistic world, and other religions 
play a role in the shaping of attitudes and convictions among very large 
sections of people. When we are dealing with the important issues of peace, 
disarmament and ecological responsibility, we must be in dialogue with people 
of other faiths and people professing secular ideologies. And dialogue is 
also a necessary component of the common struggle of the poor, of different 
religious convictions, against injustice and oppression. Our Christian 
vocation of love must find expression in our readiness to co-operate with 
others in the overcoming of common difficulties and in shaping our common 
future. 


The second area of concern is related to a theological understanding of 
religions. The Vancouver Assembly called for a study on the theological 
significance of other religions, raising the question for Christians of how we 
appraise the role of other religions in God's providential plan for 
humankind. This is in the tradition of the debate at Tambaram 1938, which is 
referred to by a few of the writers in this issue. 


The third dimension is the witnessing or evangelistic dimension. The concern 
for a dialogical attitude, in this case, is motivated by the Christian 
conviction that Jesus Christ is wider than the Christian Church. He can 
convince where we cannot, and there is no need for us to be nervous or afraid 
in our relationship with others, and no need to fight shy of our confession of 
his lordship. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/S. Wesley Ariarajah: "Religion in China (1)” EPS 85.12.43 


[Ariarajah visited China earlier this year. He is director of the World 
Council of Churches Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. This 
item is excerpted from a longer report. ] 


... During the Cultural Revolution ..., ultra-leftists had taken a harder line 
on religions. Religion was looked upon as essentially reactionary, feudal 
and superstitious. Since ethics was also interpreted primarily in terms of 
class relationships, religion was seen to have no role to play in society. 
The propagation of atheism was seen as an essential element of the 
revolution. All religions suffered during the Cultural Revolution. 


"Pragmatism' is perhaps the best word that describes the present government 
policy on religion. In the seminar we had at the social sciences institute 
in Shanghai, there was recognition of ... relationships between religion and 
culture, the ethnic nature of some religions, its international nature, and 
its ability to continue and influence society despite attempts to remove it. 


It would be wrong to assume that there is complete agreement within the 
government on liberalization of attitude to religious communities. There are 
some who still look upon religion as necessarily anti-scientific and counter- 
revolutionary. They still see religion primarily as opiate and as the 
remnant of the feudal thinking that is left over from the class-society. The 
present policy, however, seems to arise from the recognition that religion 
cannot be removed by force. ... The attitude of the ultra-leftists is seen as 
erroneous tendency that can only result in the alienation of sections of the 
people from progressive forces without actually removing the influence of 
religion. 


Positively, one can also see in the government's attitude a real attempt to 
operate the united-front policy for the furtherance of the future goals of the 
Chinese society. There is willingness to bring together all forces that are 
willing to work for the good of the nation within the broad concepts of 
patriotism, mutual respect, and socialism. 


In March 1982, the Chinese Communist Party issued a policy paper, Document 19, 
on "The Basic Viewpoint and Policy on the Religious Question During Our 
Country's Socialist Period”. The document avoids much of the marxist 
rhetoric on religion as the opium of the people. While still looking at 
atheism as an essential component of marxism, it takes a liberal view on 
religions. It takes the line that the official party policy is “respect for 
and protection of the freedom of religious belief”. 


In explaining this policy, the document says that every citizen has freedom to 
believe in religion, and also the freedom not to believe in one religion or 
the other. A person who was previously a non-believer has the freedom to 
become a believer, and one who has been a religious believer has the freedom 
to become a non-believer. The removal of the clause "and the freedom to 
propagate atheism” is seen as a significant advance by those who worked to 
remove it. The freedom to practice religion assures all forms of religious 
practices in homes, places of worship, and as social festivals. 


It includes production and distribution of literature essential to the 
teaching of the religions concerned. It allows formation of religious 
communities in monasteries, seminaries, and religious orders. The government 
policy towards religion goes still further to redress wrongs done during the 
Cultural Revolution [by offering state help] in reclaiming temples, churches 
and mosques, in their renovation, and in ensuring that no religious community 
is harassed by those who still hold negative views on religions. - (over) 


china/2 


There is no doubt that the government also values and uses the contacts 
religious communities have with the outside world. Where carefully 
exercised, these contacts are seen to be of value both in the promotion of the 
“open door” policy and in government's attempts at modernization of China. 


The predominant feeling one gets is that the government is realistic when it 
comes to religions and has seen the need to enlist their co-operation and 
support for nation-building. ... There are only 40 million communist party 
members in a population of about one billion. ... The. percentage of the 
population that ... follows religion is rather small in relation to the 
total. Religious communities no longer threaten the social order. 


More important, it would appear that the government has, through its 
experience since 1949, a sober realization of the complex nature of 
religion. There are whole ethnic communities in China (Muslims for example) 
for whom religion and ethnic identity are inseparable. ... It is difficult to 
put down the religion of these people without appearing to be against them as 
an ethnic community. An attack on Buddhist monasteries, temples, etc. during 
the Cultural Revolution amounted to an ... attempt to wipe out a cultural 
heritage. Again, it was almost impossible to institutionally remove folk 
religions which found expressions in family life, or to deal with communal and 
non-institutional forms of religious expressions (like "meeting points") that 
were ad hoc in nature. "Mutual respect", therefore, has become the key 
word. It is used within the church in relation to past denominational 
practices, between religions, and between religions and the party. This is 
seen as essential to the search for unity in the complex nation that China is. 


There is no doubt that the religious freedom has its own limits. To begin 
with, religions are expected to function in a patriotic way, which means 
within the context of approval if not support of the present social, political 
and economic order. In any case, there would be no room to engage in 
criticism of the present order as religious communities. This does not mean 
no criticism is possible. There are political structures set up from local 
to national levels where representation is given to religious leaders to 
express their views and, where necessary, to criticize policy. These 
channels have been used effectively to bring about some changes. Since the 
religious communities have been given this possibility, there is _ no 
expectation they would stand outside the structures and criticize the 
government. This also means government sees religious communities basically 
as dealing with the spiritual affairs of the people. There is no expectation 
religious communities will play a significant role in political matters. 


It is also assumed, at least at present, that all religious communities will 
function within the concept of three-self: self-government, self-support and 


self-propagation. There would be serious difficulties in religious groups 
becoming overly depended on or seriously collaborating with any outside 
groups. All outside contacts will have to be an expression of the 


international nature of religion within the context of patriotism. ... 


Are the concept of religious freedom, and the expectations of the place and 
role of religion in Chinese society adequate? Some outsiders might feel that 
there is scope for more. But, given the recent history of the Chinese 
nation, one cannot but get the feeling that the religions are in fact free 
again to play their role in society. They will of course need to find ways 
and means to function in the new social context. They can play a very vital 
role if they do not get caught up in definitions and discussions on religious 
freedom, but become pragmatic and wise in the given situation. This is 
precisely what the religious communities seem to be doing today. ... - EPS 
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This EPS was mailed 10 December. 


EPS index: If you were mailed an EPS index for 1984, you will soon be mailed 
your copy of the EPS index for 1985. If you are not on the list to receive an 
index, but would like to be, please inform Désirée DeRycke (EPS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) before 15 January. : 


In EPS 85.12.27, replace the headline with the following: Suspended Estonian 
pastor sentenced. 


In EPS 85.12.11, in paragraph 4, in line 4, insert the following after US: 
feel related. 


EPS deadlines in January (all times 7h00 GNT): Tuesday, ‘7, “Thurslay,**9 5 
Thursday, 30 


Information on Namibia: One source is Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, 
London WC1X OEL). It is a project of Namibia Christian Communications Trust, 
“an ecumenical agency working in cooperation with churches in Africa, Europe, 
and North America.” Also, the Lutheran Church in America (Division for 
Mission in North America, 231 Madison Avenue, New York NY 10016) has published 
a special background issue in its “Dateline: Namibia" series. 


People's Theatre (Plot No. 9-B, Housing Colony, Chinna Ikkadu, Tiruvallore - 
602 001) offers information about its work with street plays, traditional 
approaches, and cassette ministry for people's development in the Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu. 


The current (November) issue of the WCC refugee newsletter includes 
information about Sudan and “European churches and protectionist policies." 


Material from the Committee of US Citizens Living in Nicaragua, supplied by 
James Goff, is available from the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin 
America (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The material deals with state of 
emergency declared by the government 15 October. It says that “to those of us 
living in Nicaragua, the move seemed a legitimate, defensible response to a 
war which has taken the lives of thousands of Nicaraguans.” It says that 
“despite exaggerated cries of alarm in the foreign press, the new restrictions 
are limited both in number and scope of application.” 


Material on the International Federation of the Blue Cross, “a Christian 
organization ... to aid victims of alcoholism" is available from its general 
secretariat, 10, chemin Kermély, CH-1206 Geneva. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 
us know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


"HARARE DECLARATION' URGES Ecumenical Press 
BIG CHANGES IN SOUTH AFRICA Service 85.12.44 


HARARE - A group of about 100 church leaders from South Africa and other parts 
of the world is supporting South Africans “calling for the resignation of the 
government", and is urging “immediate and comprehensive sanctions” against the 
country. 


The group, including leaders from other parts of Africa, North America, 
Australia, and western Europe, met here for three days (4-6 December) at the 
invitation of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The church leaders’ 
"Harare Declaration’ [EPS 85.12.--] was also endorsed by representatives here 
from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 


The one-page statement says “the moment of truth ... is now, both for South 
Africa and the world community”, and describes apartheid (South African race 
separation with white supremacy) as "against God's will, ... morally 
indefensible”. 


The group says the South African government has "no credibility”. The 
government's resignation, it says, would be “the most appropriate and least 
costly process of change, and ... a contribution towards such change”. 


The statement also calls for a world day of prayer next 16 June to mark the 
10th anniversary of the black “uprising” in the Soweto township, an end to 
international loans to South African “government, banks, corporations, and 
para-state institutions”, and church support for “South African movements 
working for the liberation of their country”. 


It welcomes “recent developments within the trade union movement for a united 
front against apartheid” (a reference to a new South African trade union 
federation), and demands the “immediate implementation” of UN Resolution 435 
on [independence for] Namibia, the neighbouring country ruled by South Africa. 


The church leaders began their meeting with a celebration of the eucharist in 
the Anglican cathedral here. The preacher, W.P.K. Makhulu, Anglican 
archbishop of central Africa and one of the seven WCC presidents, told the 
congregation that “one cannot fool around any more” about South Africa. "We | 
are looking to end evil”, he said. 


Ted Scott, Anglican archbishop of Canada, included prayers that those in 
public office be conscious of their accountability to God for _ their 
decisions. At the conclusion of worship, the congregation sang the African 
hymn, "Bless our land of Africa”, with many raising their right fist. 


At its start, the meeting was addressed by Canaan Banana, a Methodist minister 
who is Zimbabwe's president. Among other things, he warmly endorsed the WCC 
fund to combat racism, which, since 1970, has distributed 6.5 million US 
dollars in humanitarian grants, including money in the late 19/0s to forces 
which eventually toppled the white-minority government here (in what was then 
called Rhodesia). He called the WCC an “island of hope in a sea of dejection 
and despair. The love and compassion shown to the marginalized people helps 
to affirm and legitimize their struggle for survival." 


Banana also cited his own country as a model for a multi-racial society. He 
said "South Africa does not want us to succeed in building a multi-racial 
society, because of the comment that would make on the doctrine of separate 
development”. Zimbabwe, he added, shows that “people of different races, 
colour, and origins, can ... live together as brothers and sisters". — EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
CALL FOR ACTIONS, NOT WORDS Service 85.12.45 


HARARE - South African church leaders told an emergency meeting of about 100 
international church leaders [EPS 85.11.65] here that it was time to do more 
than pass pious resolutions. About three dozen South African participants and 
consultants attended the three-day meeting [EPS 85.12.44], convened by the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


Representing the group Black Ecumenical Church Leaders, Sol Jacob said “you 
think, as do our leaders in South Africa, that when church people pass 
resolutions, they are making a revolution. ... We're sick and tired of 
resolutions and rhetoric.” He said black and white churches in South Africa 
often had little in common, and “there is grave danger they will split”. 


Speaker after speaker, some in restrained words, others with anger, said South 
Africa was in crisis, and that the church was often more interested in 
providing “ambulance services than participating in the struggle of the 
masses". 


Blessing Finca, ecumenical officer of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
Africa, asked, “Will the church move from being a spectator to a position of 
taking action, the costly action of the cross?” 


J.F. Bill, moderator of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in South Africa, 
noted that some South African blacks, often church trained and educated, 
co-operate with the policies of the white-minority government in South 
Africa. "Our church has been torn apart", Bill said, “because we have members 
- as do all the churches - who are getting fat from these puppet states [set 
up by the South African government] called homelands.” 


At a news conference, Desmond Tutu, bishop of Johannesburg in the [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa, was asked about church support for 
armed struggle against the South African government. "There may come”, he 
replied, “a set of circumstances which may make it justifiable for individual 
Christians to decide that the time has come to overthrow an evil system by 
force. We use the criteria of the just war. But", he continued, “the church 
cannot and must never as an institution say that it now espouses force and 
violence." 


Tutu also observed that “young people especially are saying that people like 
myself keep talking about using non-violent means, but really, what do we have 
to show?" He said meetings with government representatives were more and more 
a waste of time because “there is no engagement of minds”. 


Unable to attend because his doctor “ordered me to stay in bed following the 
first signs of a mild heart failure", C.F. Beyers Naudé, general secretary of 
the South African Council of Churches, sent a letter to the meeting. He said 
he hoped the consultation could “initiate a theological study as a basis for 
the participation of the churches in the issues of tyranny, of state 
legitimacy, of the questions of economic justice, and of the function of the 
church in a period of transition ... in the South African context”. 


The church leaders met in seven sessions during the three days, some open, 
some closed. South African participants also met (5 December) with Alfred 
Nzo, general secretary of the African National Congress, and Ngila Muendame, 
representative of the Pan African Congress, here to observe the meeting. A 
Statement afterwards described their get-together as “the first official 
contact of South African church leaders with liberation movements”. It said 
there was a “useful exchange of ideas on how to overcome apartheid, and on 
ways to bring about peace with justice in South Africa." - EPS 


WESTERN CHURCH LEADERS VOICE Ecumenical Press 
CONCERN ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA Service 85.12.46 


[This and other items from Harare in this issue of EPS are based in part on 
reporting by Monique McClellan and Hugh McCullun. } 


HARARE - Church leaders from Australia, the US, Canada, and several west 
European countries, meeting here on the situation in South Africa, have 
expressed concern about the situation and support for their colleagues there. 


Avery Post, president of the [US] United Church of Christ, called the “size 
and breadth" of the US delegation (about a dozen) "a testimony to the 
seriousness" of US church conern. A statement on behalf of the US 
participants pledged “our prayers, our material help, and our moral influence”. 


They promised to “fight side by side with you [South Africans] until victory 
is achieved". They said that even though “the reactionary forces of injustice 
and racism are still strong in our country”, they will "continue to put forth 
greater effort to persuade our government to use its influence to help change 
the cruel and oppressive system of the South African government”. 


John Habgood, archbishop of York in the [Anglican] Church of England, called 
for a ban on all new investment in South Africa, and selective sanctions as a 
way to bring the South African government to “negotiate a radically different 
constitution”. However, he declined a blanket endorsement of all sanctions 
because they might be “socially disruptive, throwing up a different kind of 
leadership. This needs reflection.” 


Church leaders from Sweden, France, FRG (West Germany), Denmark, Canada, and 
Norway reiterated similar support for the dismantling of apartheid, differing 
only in the degree of support for sanctions. 


Speaking at a news conference, Martin Kruse, United bishop of West Berlin and 
chairperson of the council of the Evangelical [Lutheran, United Reformed] 
Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin] (EKD) agreed that its membership 
was not of one mind about how to oppose apartheid. He also noted that at one 
time, the EKD council, in connection with East-West questions, insisted 
sanctions could not be used to fight ideological battles. 


Ted Scott, archbishop and primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, said 
“applying sanctions cannot mean that one wants to get even with South Africa, 
but that fundamental changes are brought about". Scott is part of a seven- 
person Commonwealth group set up to foster peaceful change in South Africa. 
Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Gunnar Stalsett said “our 
commitment is to complete dismantling of apartheid”. A Norwegian, Stalsett 
said “some of our nations and their leaders hold the solution for peaceful 
change in their hands”. 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, who called the 
meeting, said he had come with “a lot of anguish and a lot of faith". He 
recalled that the meeting here came 25 years after the WCC-called Cottersloe 
Conference, in Johannesburg, a pioneer international church effort against 
apartheid, and other WCC anti-apartheid efforts since then. 


Castro said “apartheid goes against the texture of the spiritual reality of 
the universe. That's why it can't prevail. I believe", he added, “it's the 
power of prayer that has generated so much courage in so many people in South 
Africa, who are risking their lives knowing that even their death will be 
useful in God's hand for the liberation of the people.” - EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN CRISIS Ecumenical Press 
MOVES EVANGELICALS Service 85.12.47 


HECKPOORT (South Africa) - "A tremendous sense of urgent crisis", along with 
“a sense of impossible dilemma", was evident at the South African Conference 
of Evangelical Leaders, as 120 black, white (of both British and Dutch 
background), mixed race, Indian and expatriate representatives of 44 
denominations and 24 para-church bodies met here. 


Calling the event "unprecedented" and “historic”, a report (5 November) from 
the US-based World Evangelical Fellowship, said a result was “determination - 
generally absent before - to see the church involved in the search for a 
solution to the racial crisis now wracking their nation". Many whites present 
showed “almost 180-degree attitude changes” as the depth of black feeling 
against apartheid was shared. 


A split was averted on the second day as a group of blacks, disillusioned with 
apparent failure of whites to see the urgency of the problem, threatened to 
leave. The agenda was scrapped and the afternoon devoted to an 
“overwhelmingly frank" discussion, which brought out “sentiments with racist 
overtones to those with radical leanings”. 


A “charter"“ which emerged at the conference is to be carefully reviewed before 
release, possibly at the new year. It is to mobilise evangelical unity in 
dealing with the growing national crisis, the WEF report said, noting that 
opportunities to mix in this manner are rare in South Africa. 


The conference was sponsored by the Evangelical Fellowship of South Africa. 
Its chairman, David Whitelaw, and general secretary, Hugh Wetmore, had been 
planning the conference since March 1984, the report said, but changed the 
theme to “the gospel in South Africa in this time" as the crisis escalated. 


A variety of personal experiences was shared. A coloured participant (one 
officially classified as mixed race) spoke of feeling rootless, not being able 
to draw on either white or black cultures. A black pastor described the 
chilling fear of conducting funerals of riot victims under the cool gaze of 
government troops, while a white confessed his shame at being insulated from 
the turmoil. 


An Indian said he had seethed with anger and wanted to shoot someone when the 
police beat up his daughter without provocation. He later became willing to 
forgive, he added. An Irish worker in black townships spoke of the fear of 
his family and friends that he could be taken for one of the oppressors in the 
present charged climate and attacked. 


WEF Executive Secretary David Howard reported an overwhelming sense of fear at 
the conference - fear of terrorist violence and of pods’ brutality, of 
* communist takeover and of paranoid repression. 


Emphasing the need to resist evil structures, white Reformed Pastor Nico 
Smith, who resigned as a seminary professor to minister to a black 
congregation, announced his intention to visit Zambia to meet Oliver Tambo, 
exiled leader of the African National Congress, despite government opposition. 


The church, he said, is called to be both salt and light. Salt adds to the 
pain of wounds but cleanses them. Light cannot hide behind encrusted 
tradition and must expose itself. - EPS 


CANDLES DRAW WRATH OF Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE Service 85.12.48 


CAPE TOWN - South African police attacked (4 December) participants in a 
candle-light vigil, organised to protest earlier police action in black 
townships under emergency regulations. According to Rome-based Inter Press 
Service, the police broke into people's homes, and fired shot guns and 
tear-gas cannisters as people lit candles in homes and gardens. In one 
incident, police reportedly walked into the house of an old woman and 
exinguished in her face the candle she was holding, and set her blouse alight. 


World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak said tear-gas 
cannisters were thrown into the yard of his church during worship, injuring 
two members of his congregation. Boesak accused the government of waging war 
on the church. He said the authorities must be desperately afraid if they are 
resorting to violence to stop people burning candles. "How long are we going 
to put up with this kind of harassment and intimidation?” he asked, detailing 
police harassment of his children. "What is happening in South Africa today 
took place during the reign of Adolf Hitler in Europe," he said. 


Boesak, a leader of the United Democratic Front, is under bail restrictions 
pending trial on subversion charges. However, other charges against him 

and 18 other activists under laws curbing movements in black townships were 
dropped (26 November). 


A Boesak associate commented that as the government has “banned journalists 
from entering townships affected by the state of emergency and effectively 
Silenced the black leadership by bannings and detentions, Dr Boesak and the 
others would have used the court as a platform to expound their political 
views". Charges were also dropped (9 December) against 12 other 
anti-apartheid actiivists, including prominent UDF leaders. 


Meanwhile, South African Deputy Information Minister Louis Nel accused C.F. 
Beyers Naudé, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches and a 
vigorous opponent of apartheid, of urging the church to condone innocent 
killings and destruction of private property. 


Speaking to a group of students in Bloemfontein (2/7 November), Nel called on 
“the Christian church in South Africa to take a stand and to clearly state to 
the world that it is not prepared to turn itself into a tool of ruthless 
revolutionary minorities who, through killing and violence, wish to seize 
power, to the detriment of our whole population”. 


At a meeting (11-15 November) in Modderpoort, the bishops of the [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa said the root cause of the crisis 
“is the simple fact that the majority of people in this country have no say in 
the way in which they are governed... until the government grasps this nettle, 
all other measures to deal with the crisis will cause further alienation 
between the government and the oppressed.” 


Condemning violence by the police and army as well as that by violent mobs, 
the bishops expressed their particular concern for the many young people who 
“have been demonstrating their abhorrence of apartheid in rejecting an 
educational system based upon it”. 


In neighbouring Namibia, both detentions and releases of church people opposed 
to South Africa continued to be reported in the final weeks of the year. 
Church-related anti-apartheid statements and actions were also reported from 
the synods of the Netherlands Reformed Church and Reformed Churches in the 


Netherlands, and the student parish in Lund (Sweden). — EPS 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES CALLS FOR Ecumenical Press 
CAREFUL SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA Service 85.12.49 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - A policy of “strong advocacy of and full support for 
carefully-targetted sanctions" against South Africa was adopted by semi-annual 
assembly (here, 25-27 November) of the British Council of Churches. Besides 
Sanctions agreed by European Community government ministers last September, 
these would include a bans on imports from, new foreign investment in, and 
communications with South Africa. The assembly also called on all Christians 
to identify personally with the peaceful struggle against apartheid by 
refusing to buy or sell South African produce. 


Before the assembly was the report of the British church delegation which 
visited South Africa at the end of September. One member, Mildred Nevile, 
general secretary of the Catholic Institute for International relations, spoke 
of the way the realization gradually dawned on the delegates that they were 
seeing a government waging war on its own people. They were all surprised 
and struck, she said, by the essentially religious nature of the struggle 
there - one between good and evil, between gods of possession, privilege, and 
power leading people to despair, and the God of openness, acceptance, sharing, 
and hope. 


Despite misgivings by some [Irish representatives, the assembly urged the 
church in Britain and Ireland to recognize that a new phase of relations 
between the UK and the Republic of Ireland (Eire) was under way, and to pray 
that discussions on the new UK-Eire agreement “may point a way to a healing of 
the wounded relationships between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Ireland and within Northern Ireland", 


The assembly hoped the agreement might fulfil the expectations of 
reconciliation associated with it and pave the way for “a just and lasting 
peace” in Northern Ireland. "We recognize deep feelings of hurt about the 
process of consultation and the fears arising from the long history of 
violence and mutual distrust", the message went on, “but plead for the 
exercise of patience and Christian forbearance so that discussions can take 
place calmly, with candour and within the constitution”. 


Discussing contacts with Argentinian churches, BCC General Secretary Philip 
Morgan, who plans to lead a three-member delegation to the Falklands/Malvinas 
next February, reported that relatives of Argentine soldiers killed in the 
1982 UK-Argentine war in the South Atlantic islands, might fairly soon be able 
to visit graves there. 


In a debate on the recent Swann report on educational needs and attainments of 
children from ethnic minorities in England, Anglican Bishop Jim Thompson 
criticized forms of anti-racism like throwing “Alice in Wonderland" into the 
waste-paper basket (which he said he had heard of in one school recently) or 
refusing to see the bad or the inefficient when it occurs among blacks. He 
said such attitudes and actions could well lead to a further hardening of 
views, and damage the case they were meant to support. 


Anglican Archbishop John Habgood suggested there were two forms of racism. 
"I suspect that in some manifestations it is a disease, but in other 
manifestations it is a symptom of our bewilderment about how to cope with a 
multicultural society", he said, adding that “insecurities which pluralism 
provokes ... often take the form of racism, because it is the easiest way of 
expressing the deep unease which people feel about the character of our 
society". — EPS 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS' SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
ASSESSES RESULTS OF VATICAN II Service 85.12.50 


ROME (Bruce Buursma) - A special two-week world synod (meeting) of Roman 
Catholic bishops, called by Pope John Paul II to assess sweeping church 
reforms, adjourned here (8 December) without resolving contentious issues 
dividing “traditionalist" and "progressive" forces in the world's largest 
Christian grouping. 


But the two-week meeting, which attracted global media interest, served at 
least to allay fears expressed by some that John Paul is in the vanguard of an 
effort to quell the post-council spirit of freedom and experimentation in the 
church, 


At issue in the synod's deliberations were documents, decrees, and results of 
the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), the landmark meeting which prodded Roman 
Catholicism towards an unprecedentedly close engagement with the modern world, 
other Christian traditions, and other faiths. 


In calling the special meeting, the pope said he wished to "celebrate, verify 
and promote" the actions of Vatican II on the 20th anniversary of its close, 
but he raised keen speculation when he added that the meeting was mandated in 
the light of unspecified "new exigencies”. 


The synod's 165 member bishops, whose closed-door discussions took place in an 
amphitheatre within the Vatican's starkly modern audience hall, grappled with 
a long list of difficulties and issues, but steadfastly refused to attribute 
the problems to the generally liberalizing reforms wrought by Vatican II. 


In a “pastoral message”" issued to the world's Roman Catholics at the close of 
the synod, the bishops judged the legacy of the council to have been "a gift 
of God to the church and the world" and a "“wellspring offered by the Holy 
Spirit ... for the present and the future”. 


The pope, who attended virtually all the sessions quietly taking notes, 
granted his verbal imprimatur (approval) to the proceedings, hailing the 
"heritage" of Vatican II in his 30-minute discourse to the assembly. 


Addressing the prelates in Latin, the synod's official language, John Paul 
recalled that Vatican II warned the church against a posture of closing itself 
to the world, despite risks. 


“On the contrary, it wished to open itself more widely", he said. “We 
continue to share this wish. is also our duty." The papal speech further 
admonished church members against “false interpretations" of the council, but 
the pope did not amplify on that warning. 


The bishops' message appeared to underscore that theme by calling on Roman 
Catholics to reject “false sociological or political interpretations of the 
nature of the church", thought by many to be an implicit reference to the 
controversial “theology of liberation” taking root in the church in many parts 
of the world. 


Liberation theology, as practised in Latin America, Africa and Asia, has been 
sharply assailed by the Vatican's chief theological watchdog, Joseph Cardinal 
Ratzinger, German-born prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. His blunt views on an array of doctrinal and cultural issues, 
published in a widely-cited interview earlier this year, seemed to hold little 


sway among the synod bishops, who often took pains to distance themselves from 


a “pessimistic” analysis of church trends. (over) 


bishops' synod/2 


In an intervention during the synod, Ratzinger contended that tumultuous 
changes in the church have made Roman Catholicism the “object of suspicion" 
within and without its church borders, and endowed it with an image of a 
“great multinational corporation (which) can inspire only hate and fear". 


The cardinal's imprint also was manifest in a synod report from German- 
speaking bishops which condemned theologians and bishops who contribute to or 
encourage doctrinal and moral disarray in the church. 


But one Vatican-based cleric said the synod's work was influenced more by an 
optimistic “breeze from North America", a reference to the highly visible role 
played here by James W. Malone, bishop of Youngstown, Ohio, and president of 
the [US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


Malone contended the assembly provided a "resounding reaffirmation of the 
teaching and authentic spirit of the Second Vatican Council", confounding the 
“rather fevered speculations" that the church was moving towards retrenchment. 


Lewis S. Mudge (Presbyterian Church [USA]), dean of McCormick Theological 
Seminary in Chicago and one of 10 ecumenical “observers” invited to the synod 
(EPS 85.12.51), also asserted that conservative forces “clearly did not 
prevail" during the meeting. 


The synod, which serves as a consultative body to the pope, issued several 
“propositions” to the pope in its summary document, but few are expected to 
have immediate impact on the church's current course. Delegates called for 
the drafting of a new universal catechism or compendium of doctrine, as a 
“point of reference" for national or local catechisms. However, it is likely 
to take years to produce it. 


The synod bishops also urged wider study of the authority of national bishops' 
conferences, a structural innovation of Vatican II that has been attacked by 
Ratzinger, but which was praised here by the pope as making a “precious 
contribution". They offered general words of encouragement to church leaders 
working among the poor in the third world, and those who adapt liturgy and 
other church practices to fit the local setting, a process’. called 
“inculturation”. 


In a 6,000-word final document (issued 9 December), the bishops said the 
church must “prophetically denounce every form of poverty and oppression, and 
everywhere defend and promote the fundamental and inalienable rights of the 
human person”, though warning against concern for the poor that is “exclusive.” 


The section on women says the church must “do its utmost, so that they may be 
, able to express, in the service of the church, their own gifts, and to play a 
greater part in the various fields of the church's apostolate." At a news 
conference on the document, a reporter asked which gifts and how their role 
might be increased. In reply, Jan Schotte, the archbishop who is_ synod 
secretary-general, was not specific. 


Thus, the meeting left unresolved many hotly debated issues in Roman 
Catholicism in North America and western Europe, including the question of 
ordination of women to the priesthood, the ban on marriage for almost all 
Roman Catholic priests, and the rejection of what are considered artificial 
means of birth control. Moreover, from polygamy in Africa to ancestor 
veneration in South Korea, atheistic communism in Poland to internal church 
dissent in the Netherlands, the pope is confronted these days with a 


bewildering set of difficulties and demands.~- EPS 


ECUMENISM MARKED AT BISHOPS' Ecumenical Press 
MEETING TO REVIEW VATICAN II Service 85.12.51 


ROME - Pope John Paul told a prayer service for Christian unity (5 December) 
during the world synod (meeting) of Roman Catholic bishops here [EPS 85.12.50] 
he hopes it will be “point of revival of the will for unity, a deepening of 
our purpose to go ahead, a resolution to continue in theological dialogue, in 
greater efforts of collaboration, and common witness, and in unfailing prayer." 


The pope gave a brief homily at the half-hour service, attended by the synod 
bishops. It was reportedly added to the schedule of the two-week meeting at 
his request. Noting its symbolic importance, Vatican officials recalled there 
was no such service at the Second Vatican Council itself (whose results the 
synod was evaluating), nor at previous synods. 


Three of the 10 ecumenical observers - Stylianos Harkianakis (Eastern 
Orthodox), Henry Chadwick (Anglican), and Jacques Maury (World Council of 
Churches) - read lessons during worship. The other observers were Amba Paula 


(Oriental Orthodox), Andreas Aarflot (Lutheran), William Cannon (Methodist), 
Lewis Mudge (Reformed), David Thompson (Disciples), David Russell (Baptist), 
and Justus du Plessis (Pentecostal). 


In the the official summary of the synod's proceedings (released 9 December), 
the synod's bishops say they “ardently desire the incomplete communion already 
existing with the non-Catholic churches and communities might, with the grace 
of God, come to the point of full communion." The summary observes that 
“ecumenism has inscribed itself deeply and indelibly in the consciousness of 
the church.” 


In their report to the synod [EPS 85.12.75], the observers say the synod “has 
made it very clear that ecumenism is an essential part of the way forward, and 
that it does not involve a betrayal of divine truth and faith. Those who have 
taken an active part in it know that it requires patience, attentive 
listening, and much toil.” 


They call “ecumenism, understood as directed towards the reconciliation of 
communions or churches rather than of individuals ... a process and a growth. 
The churches we represent are at different points along the road to unity, and 
as observers we are not a homogeneous group,” but, they add, “as we have 
listened to your discussions, we have been reminded how much of fundamental 
importance we have in common.” — EPS 


WEST GERMAN CHURCH SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
ON PEACE, DEMOCRACY, SA Service 85.12.52 


TRIER (FRG) - The second meeting (3-8 November) of the seventh synod of the 
Evangelical [Reformed, Lutheran, United] Church in [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin] endorsed a proposal for a world church meeting on peace issues, 


A public statement, "Evangelical Christians in Our Democracy”, issued at the 
end of the meeting, says democracy is the best guarantee of solutions to such 
problems as the arms race, unemployment, environmental destruction, hunger, 
abortion, and bioethical issues. The statement emphasizes the "worldly 
profession” of Christians, calling for active democratic participation. 


The synod urged “increased intervention” by FRG politicians, business people, 
and unions in bringing a fundamental change in the South African policy of 
apartheid (race separation with white supremacy). — EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES REPS Ecumenical Press 
REPORT ON VISIT TO NORTH KOREA Service 85.12.53 


GENEVA - After a week of meetings in the Democratic People's Republic of 
[North] Korea (11-19 November, EPS 85.11.22), two members of the international 
affairs staff of the World Council of Churches, based here, reported they were 
told there were about 10,000 Christians in the country, with about 500 fixed 
meeting places. 


Director Ninan Koshy and Executive Secretary Erich Weinga&rtner of the WCC 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs met North Korean 
Christians and government officials in Pyongyang (the capital), Nampo, and 
Keasong. The two were invited by the Korean Christian Federation and the 
government-related Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland. 


Following discussions with federation officials, the two worshipped in a 
“house church", on the Sunday of their visit - a meeting of eight in an 
apartment in central Pyongyang. 


Christians are reported to be spread thinly throughout the country, mostly in 
the west. Most of the Christians have Methodist or Reformed (Presbyterian) 
roots. The 800 or so Roman Catholics are said to worship mainly within their 
own families. 


The federation reported that it had trained about 20 pastors in three-year 
theological courses since 1972. Of ministers ordained before the division of 
the country, in 1945, about 10 were still reportedly serving. 


Koshy and Weingdrtner also reported that the federation published new 
translations of the two parts of the Bible (in 1983 and 1984), and a new hymn 
book. They brought a gift of six hymn books from the National Council of 
Churches in the Republic of [South] Korea, and received as gifts copies of the 
North Korean-published Bibles. 


The WCC staff members said their talks with North Korean government 
representatives centred around peace-and-justice issues in northeast Asia. 
The North Koreans reportedly underlined their commitment to peaceful Korean 
reunification, their fear of aggressive intentions of US military forces in 
South Korea, and the urgent need for a reduction of tensions, and disarmament 
on the Korean peninsula. 


Back at WCC headquarters last month, Koshy said the visit “enabled us better 
to understand the position of North Korea. We became keenly aware of the 
grave difficulties that still face this divided country, but also gained some 
perspective on steps that can be taken to reduce tensions and further 
dialogue", he observed. 


He added that the church in North Korea had an important role to play, and 
suggested that the North Korean government seemed to have an open mind with 
regard to future possibilities of contacts between Christians in the two 
Koreas, and welcomed especially humanitarian aspects of church involvement in 
peace and justice questions. 


Following the visit to North Korea, Weingdrtner went to South Korea to report 
on the visit to leaders of the three WCC members in the country - Korean 
Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, and 
Presbyterian Church of Korea (Tong-Hap). - EPS 


Tutu invited to Japan on racial issues EPS 85.12.54 
TOKYO - South African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu has been invited to Japan 
by the National Christian Council there to “help us with our racial 
problems”. A letter to Tutu on behalf of the NCCJ said Japan was "more than 
60 years behind South Africa as far as racial freedom is concerned 
[because] in practice there are all kinds of discriminations against Koreans, 
Kuraku people, Ainus, and Okinawans". The letter says “we need outside help 
in order to free 800,000 Koreans and other foreigners from injustice done by 
the Japanese government”. —- EPS 


GDR church agency proposes human rights office EPS: 65. 12°55 
BERLIN - The GDR (East German) national committee of the Geneva-based Lutheran 
World Federation has proposed that an “ecumenical office for human rights” be 
established at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, headquarters of the LWF, 
Conference of European Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
World Council of Churches. — EPS 


WEF adds church renewal commission EPS 185. 12356 
WHEATON (Illionis/US) - The World Evangelical Fellowship has inauguarated a 
fifth commission - on church renewal. It joins four others - on 


communications, missions, theology, and women's concerns. —- EPS 


WCC launches Uganda, Nicaragua appeals totalling US$ 2.25 million EPS 85.12.57 
GENEVA - The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches, based here, has launched separate aid appeals for 1.754 million US 
dollars "in the present emergency situation" in Nicaragua, and 500,000 US 
dollars to assist the [Anglican] Church of Uganda to care for “displaced 
persons and returning exiles ... and to be involved in joint action with other 
churches in counselling, education, and a search for peace” in the country. 
The Nicaragua appeal notes that “continued fighting along the northern and 
southern borders, and the US-imposed trade embargo are straining severely the 
economy of the country and putting great stress on the daily life of the 
people”. It was made in reponse to requests for assistance from CEPAD, an 
ecumenical relief and development agency in Nicaragua, and projects joint 


efforts involving Anglican and Moravian jurisdictions in the country. - EPS 
El Salvador bishops issue peace/reconciliation letter EPS 85.12.58 
SAN SALVADOR - The Roman Catholic bishops of El Salvador have issued a 


pastoral letter on “reconciliation and peace” which expresses concern over 
escalating violence and the breakdown of negotiations between the government 
and those fighting against it. They warn that if dialogue is not resumed 
between the two sides, “the only path open to El Salvador is total 
destruction, with an increased cost of human lives and possibly irreparable 
damage to the fabric of society. The bishops called for “authentic dialogue” 
between the two sides - "a constitutional government which has emerged as a 
result of the democratic process” and “the FMLN/FDR [those fighting it] who 
describe themselves as representative of the people, but who = cannot 
demonstrate this clearly, and who resort to violence and sabotage as the 
essential weapons of their struggle - so that we cannot approve of them". — EPS 


Covenanted churches in Wales meet EPS 85.12.59 
COLEG TREFECA (Wales) - The Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales met 
here (11-12 November) to set priorities for its future work in uniting its 
participating traditions - Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, United (URC), and 
Reformed (Presbyterian). Guidelines were presented for sharing “ordained 
persons", particularly in cases involving Anglican clergy. The marriage bill 
recently agreed by the Governing Body of the [Anglican] Church in Wales was 
also discussed. It would let Anglican clergy officiate at marriages under 
non-Anglican auspices when required and invited. — EPS 


Taizé holds world meetings EPS 85.12.60 
TAIZE (France) - The ecumenical community based here is holding two world 
pilgrimages, for youth and others, in the days before and after the new year. 
Taizé's eighth European meeting is to take place in Barcelona, 30 December-3 


January. Expected are 20-25 thousand people. In Madras, 27 December-1l 
January, Taizé is organizing a “pilgrimage of confidence on earth," with 
participants expected from five continents. - EPS 

Holiday for Martin Luther King EPS 85.12.61 


ATLANTA (Georgia/US) - The Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday Commission, 
based here, is asking that the life and work of the assassinated US civil 
rights leader and Baptist minister be remembered in interfaith, ecumenical, 
and regular worship services on 20 January or the weekend before. King was 
murdered in April 1968. Congress (the US parliament) has made the third 
Monday in January a holiday in his honor, beginning in 1986. The commission 
is planning special services in Washington (19 January) and here the next 
day. The Geneva-based World Council of Churches expects to mark the day 
during worship at its headquarters on 20 January - EPS 


Welsh ministers speak out on arms race EPS 85.12.62 
SWANSEA (Wales) - A letter signed by 170 ministers of the [Reformed] Union of 
Welsh Independents, representing the “greater majority” of ministers serving 
Welsh Congregational congregations in Wales and England, declares “our 
unconditional opposition to nuclear weapons." The ministers urged "all the 
members of our denomination and all the people of our country to call upon 
their members of Parliament to testify openly and effectively that they are 
opposed to nuclear arms, and to seek with all their power to promote 
understanding between the peoples of the West and the peoples of the East.” - 
EPS 


Inner city British Methodist ministers warn after riots EPS 85.12.63 
LONDON - Following recent riots and disturbances in the streets of Britain's 


inner cities, 2/7 British Methodist inner city ministers and lay people have 
warned that “more fires will burn" in the cities because of the continuing 
effects of current government and policing policies. The signers of the open 
letter say the “uprisings” in areas like Tottenham, Handsworth, and Brixton, 
are a frighteningly clear statement about the “division and disintegration in 
our society.” - EPS 


URC and Scottish Congregationalists consider union EPS 85.12.64 
LONDON - The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom and the 


Congregational Union of Scotland are considering uniting into one denomination 
in the wake of a CUS assembly decision earlier this year that there is a 
“strong and urgent case for opening bilateral negotiations with the URC with a 
view to union." The URC was formed by English and Welsh Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists, and Disciples congregations throughout the UK. - EPS 


Church leaders urge ‘free vote' on Sunday trading | EPS 85.12.65 
LONDON - A group of church leaders met with UK government ministers last month 
to urge them to allow a “free vote" (one in which party members are not 
required to agree to vote the party's position) in Parliament on government 
proposals to abolish restrictions on Sunday trading. Reflecting official 
church opposition to the proposals, the delegation included Anglican Bishop 
Hugh Montefiore, who chairs the social responsibility board of the Church of 
England; General Secretary Bernard Thorogood, United Reformed Church; Roman 
Catholic Bishop Leo McCartie; Past Moderator Kenneth Slack, Free Church 
Federal Council ; and Assistant General Secretary Stephen Orchard, British 
Council of Churches. - EPS 


Vietnamese church leaders in US review decade EPS 85.12.66 
GARDEN GROVE (California/US) - More than 200 Vietnamese pastors and other 
church leaders from North America and Europe met here (23-24 November) to 
review the decade of Vietnamese immigration to the US since the end of the 
Vietnamese War, and to share ideas about how to expand the Vietnamese 
Christian community in the US. Of the estimated half million Vietnamese 
refugees in the US, about a fifth are counted as Christians, almost all Roman 
Catholics, and most of the rest Pentecostal-Holiness (Christian and Missionary 
Alliance). - EPS 


Nicaraguan evangelical leader arrested, released EPS 85.12.67 
MANAGUA - Boanerges Mendoza, pastor of First Central American church here, was 
arrested (19 November) and released a few days later, according to a report 
from New York-based Religious News Service. RNS also reported (25 November) 
Mendoza and “several other leading Nicaraguan evangelicals were arrested [in 
early November] by authorities in a series of events that included a raid on 
the ... offices [here] of Campus Crusade for Christ, a US-based evangelistic 
group”. Richard Cizik, a staff member of the Washington-based National 
Association of Evangelicals, said the arrests marked a "new level of 
harassment" of evangelicals in Nicaragua, though, he added, many evangelicals 
protesting events in Nicaragua had "overstated the problem". Nicaraguan 
officials have charged that some evangelicals and Roman Catholics sympathize 
with armed opposition groups backed by the US. Cizik said Nicaraguan 
evangelicals related to his group were "taking a neutral stance on political 


issues and trying to carry out their spiritual ministry" there. - EPS 

Anglicans studying family issues globally EPS 85.12.68 
LONDON - The Anglican Consultative Council, based here, reports that a 
two-year, world-wide Anglican study - “the family and community project" - is 


being undertaken to look at the “impact on families of external factors such 
as government policies, unemployment, and enforced migration". The study is 
being co-ordinated by an Australian church agency, the Mission of St James and 
St John, in West Melbourne. - EPS _ 


Church starts new black monthly in South Africa EPS 85.12.69 
PRETORIA - The Roman Catholic bishops of southern Africa have launched a new 
“progressive black monthly" in English, “New Nation". —- EPS 


Philippine bishops plan pastoral letter on situation EPs 03.12.70 
MANILA - Jaime Cardinal Sin, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, says he and 
his colleagues plan to issue a pastoral letter early next year on the 
country's political, economic, and social crises. Sin also predicted that 
“the Filipinos’ abiding Christian faith" would eventually prevent civil war 
and save the country. Another Roman Catholic archbishop, Ricardo Cardinal 
Vidal of Cebu, in the central part of the country, has denied military 
allegations that he offered sanctuary to suspected communist guerrillas. - EPS 


Church in Czechoslovakia reviewed EPS’ 65. 12.7" 
NEW YORK - The independent, Roman Catholic magazine “Commonweal”, published 
here, says (4 October) in a report on the state of the church in 
Czechoslovakia that two important aspects of its life are that "whether 
above-ground or underground, the church is alive and growing” and that "it 
confronts an official, systematic, and often vitriolic campaign of 
anti-religious repression", —- EPS 


US Methodists have African higher education plans EPS 8512472 
NASHVILLE (Tennessee/US) - Directors of the higher education and ministry 
board of the US-based United Methodist church have decided to place major 
emphasis on establishing higher education institutions in Africa, with Liberia 


said t 
o be a likely site for the first such institution. - EPS 


—_— 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Statement on Bhopal Anniversary" EPS 85.12. 73. 


[This item was issued (3 December) as a statement by Emilio Castro, general 
secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, } 


On the anniversary of the Bhopal tragedy, we join people around the world in 
sorrow and recognise that comme rcially-motivated development causes 
unacceptable loss of life and avoidable ill health. We believe that God 
calls us not only to care for the victims but to change our ways. 


Trade unions, citizens' associations and Asian churches remind us forcefully 
that on 3 December 1984, thousands died in Bhopal and tens of thousands are 
irretrievably handicapped. We remember their sufferings in our prayers. 
Although some of the victims have received minimal financial assistance and 
further compensation can be expected through the courts, much more needs to be 
done to rehabilitate the community as a whole, and to prevent similar 
disasters occurring elsewhere in future, 


Recognizing the promises and the risks of the enormous resources available 
through the development of the chemical industry, we call upon all people of 
goodwill to urge governments and transnational corporations to heed these 
voices of conscience. 


KK RKRE RK KK 


[Here are conclusions from an 1l-page_ report, "The Bhopal Industrial 
Disaster", prepared by the WCC Sub-Unit on Church and Society. (The complete 
document is available on request to WCC/C&S; Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.)] 


Le There is an urgent need to follow up the long-term effects of the 
tragedy; these include the rehabilitation of the community as a whole, and 
not just the giving of money and medical assistance to those who most appear 
to need it. 


Br Within the over-all context of rehabilitation, priority should be given 
to women and children and employment generation for handicapped people. 


ce On the basis of evidence at our disposal from a variety of sources we do 
not believe that the disaster was the result of sabotage; we maintain that 
Union Carbide must use a different method of chemical processing and a 
different safety design. 


4, In future Union Carbide should try to cultivate a positive relationship 
with unions and community groups, recognising that they fulfil a positive role 
and assist communication. 


_a In future more information must be more readily available to employees, 
physicians and to the local community. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Southern African Church Statement on South Africa” EPS 85.12.74 


[This item was released on behalf of participants in a conference of general 
secretaries of Christian councils in southern Africa, in Livingston (Zambia), 
12-18 October. Represented were the Council of Evangelical Churches in 
Angola, Botswana Christian Council, Christian Council of Lesotho, Christian 
Council of Malawi, Christian Council of Mozambique, Council of Churches in 
Namibia, South Africa Council of Churches, Council of Swaziland Churches, 
Christian Council of Zambia, and Christian Council of Zimbabwe. ] 


We, the general secretaries and other officials of Christian councils in 
southern Africa, with representatives from the World Council of Churches and 
the National Council of Churches in Kenya, observe with great anxiety the 
deteriorating political crisis and division in South Africa. 


In such a time of tension and division we wish to draw the attention of the 
world to the ever present threat of nuclear disaster in the region. 


It has long been clear that South Africa possesses nuclear capability. 


It is the certain belief of this conference that the apartheid regime would 
not hesitate to use its nuclear ability if pushed to the limits of its 
illegitimate rule. 


The conference wishes to make it clear that the very threat of the use of 
nuclear weapons is itself an unacceptable evil. 


We believe that the ever-existing possibility of a nuclear disaster in Europe 
is a glaring reality. 


This is made worse when such armaments are at the disposal of psychologically- 
and politically-unstable governments such as the one presently in South Africa. 


We disapprove of the unethical use of resources for the production of nuclear 
armaments particularly where this involves the rape and plunder of countries 
like Namibia. 


We wish to state clearly our opposition to those governments that support 
South Africa technologically. 


We condemn those governments that have cooperated in facilitating the present 
nuclear capability of South Africa, and urge them now to use every means at 
their disposal to prevent South Africa's use of the deadly weapon. 


To this end, we fully support measures against the apartheid regime, including 
sanctions, isolation, disinvestment, the unconditional release of all 
political prisoners and immediate democratic rule. 


We affirm our unflinching support for the liberation movements ... and wish to 
accord our support for CND [= Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament] movements in 
Europe, America and elsewhere. 


We record our solidarity with them in the struggle against the threat of this 
deadly weapon. 


We ask their support for us, in publicising the South African menace, and call 
upon churches to support and encourage all groups involved in the struggle 
against nuclear weapons for the sake of peace and justice. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Harare Declaration" EPS 85.12.75 


[This is the text of the declaration released (6 December) by leaders at an 
emergency meeting on South Africa in Harare (EPS 85.12.44). ] 


We leaders of churches from Western Europe, North America, Australia, South 
Africa and other parts of Africa, along with representatives of the World 
Council of Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World 
Federation, and All Africa Conference of Churches met here in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, from 4-6 December 1985 on the invitation of the World Council of 
Churches. 


We have come together to seek God's guidance at this time of profound crisis 
in South Africa, and have committed ourselves to a continuing theological 
reflection on the will of God for the church. We affirm that the moment of 
truth (kairos) is now, both for South Africa and the world community. 


We have heard the cries of anguish of the people of South Africa trapped in 
the oppressive structures of apartheid. In this moment of immense 
potentiality, we agree that the apartheid structure is against God's will, and 
is morally indefensible. 


The South African government has no credibility. We call for an end to the 
state of emergency, the release of Nelson Mandela and all political prisoners, 
the lifting of the ban on all banned movements, and the return of exiles. 
The transfer of power to the majority of the people, based on universal 
suffrage is the only lasting solution to the present crisis. 


We understand and fully support those in South Africa who are calling for the 
resignation of the government. We regard this as the most appropriate and 
least costly process of change and as a contribution towards such a change. 


As we await a new democratic and representative government in South Africa: 


Le We call on the church inside and outside South Africa to continue praying 
for the people of South Africa and to observe 16 June, the tenth anniversary 
of the Soweto uprising, as World Day of Prayer and Fast to end unjust rule in 
South Africa. 


or We call on the international community to prevent the extension, the 
rolling over, or renewal of bank loans to the South African government, banks, 
corporations and para-state institutions. 


3. We call on the international community to apply immediate and 
comprehensive sanctions on South Africa. 


4; We call on the church inside and outside South Africa to support SA 
movements working for the liberation of their country. 


23 We welcome and Support recent developments within the Trade Union 
movement for a united front against apartheid. 


6. We demand the immediate implementation of the United Nations Resolution 
435 on Namibia. 


We, gathered here, commit ourselves to the implementation of the Harare 
Declaration as a matter of urgency. We are confident that the liberation of 


South Africa will be liberation for all the people in the country, black and 
white. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Two Texts from the Extraordinary Synod of Bishops" eS eo bs ere fg ara 


[The first item is a letter (25 November) from Jan P. Schotte, secretary 
general for the meeting (24 November-8 December) of Roman Catholic bishops 
which discussed and evaluated results of the Second Vatican Council (EPS 
85.12.50). To WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, it responds to a WCC 
letter sent to the bishops earlier this year (EPS 85.08.41). Second are 
excerpts from the report (2 December) by the 10 ecumenical observers at the 
meeting. Their full text is available to journalists on request to EPS. ] 


On behalf of the Bishops of the Catholic Church meeting in the Extraordinary 
Synod I greet you in the peace and love of Jesus Christ our Lord. In this 
spirit, I thank you and the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
for the letter which you addressed to the Synod. We appreciate this gesture 
of fraternal solidarity and support. It speaks eloquently of the spirit of 
reconciliation and the sense of mutual responsibility among Christians to 
which the Second Vatican Council so notably contributed. 


This Synod, dedicated to that Council, celebrates a moment of crucial 
importance in the history of the Catholic Church, It provides also an 
opportunity of evaluation of the achievements of the Council as well as an 
assessment of problems and shortcomings. Most important it is an occasion for 
renewing fidelity to the teaching and promptings of the Council and looking 
ahead to its more complete fulfilment. 


Therefore, your letter corresponds to our deep concerns. It was the renewed 
vision of the Church, awakened in Vatican II, which made clear for us “that 
the search for unity and ecumenical concern are a necessary dimension of the 
whole of the Church's life” (Pope John Paul II, 28/6/85, n.4). The Council 
equipped the Catholic Church to come to the ecumenical movement with a new 
conviction of unity and with coherent principles for ecumenisn. 


Because of these “the Catholic Church is committed to the ecumenical movement 
with an irrevocable decision” (id. n.10) and the re-establishment of unity 
among all Christians is firmly set as one of its pastoral priorities. That is 
why Pope John Paul II reaffirmed “our decision to continue along this way even 
to the end, to which Christ's prayer summons us and to give fresh impetus to 
our steps towards the visible unity of all those who by means of baptism have 
died with him so as to rise again to a new life in the Holy Spirit” (id. n.3). 


A Synod devoted to the Second Vatican Council will certainly seek to make the 
contribution of the Catholic Church to the ecumenical movement more 
effective. It will promote that renewal of the Church, of which the Council 
was an instrument. True ecumenism is the fruit of the renewal worked by the 
Holy Spirit in human hearts and in the life of the Church. Your letter 
commemorates significant steps taken by the Catholic Church in the last twenty 
years along the one ecumenical way. You have listed some of the 
collaboration in which it takes part with the World Council of Churches and 
its member churches. We are aware that this good beginning must _ be 
consolidated and further developed. The Catholic people as a whole can be 
even more fully involved. Efforts are still going on to secure an adequate 
ecumenical formation for clergy, religious, and those engaged in special 
ministries in the Church. 


As you point out, the conditions of the world and of human life today call for 
a greater effort from Christians to collaborate in the social field, in the 
search for justice and peace, in standing for human dignity and rights, in 
respecting the true destinations of creation, in facing the opportunities and 
problems of mission and evangelisation, in the dialogue with the other 
religions. -— (over) 


synod texts/2 


In all of these areas it becomes possible to begin to give a common witness to 
Christ and his Gospel. Therefore you may be assured that the Synod will 
further the concern for the unity of all Christians in one visible ecclesial 
communion, secured and manifested by a common profession of faith, and 
striving to overcome the important divisions which still keep Christians apart. 


Equally it will seek to encourage every initiative which enhances the real but 
incomplete communion between Christians, and brings their communities closer 
together in their common search for full unity, which is God's will and gift 
for his Church, 


Through you we thank the World Council of Churches most warmly for its prayer, 
its greetings and good wishes. During these days of the Synod they are a 
precious reminder for us both of what the Second Vatican Council achieved and 
of what yet remains to be done. May almighty God bless you, the Central 
Committee, and those who work with you. 
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Tr. ... You have not seen us to be outsiders or rivals, and we have not felt 
ourselves to be so. You have received us as brothers in Christ through faith 
and baptism, though not yet in perfect communion. Your invitation is to be 
seen as a sign of the fellowship which has developed and continues to grow. 

observers are not detached spectators: we are deeply engaged in your 


discussions. All Christian bodies face the need for reconciliation of 
diversity and unity, the testing of our moral judgement in face of modern 
scientific advances, and the challenges of atheism and secularism. oahe 


35 We have rejoiced to hear solid support for the work of the Second Vatican 
Council, with its ecclesiological and ecumenical dimensions. We are 
gladdened by reports of renewed liturgical life, of the renewed commitment to 
the Scriptures, and of increasing lay participation in the life and witness of 
the church. We are very happy to note the reaffirmations of the Decree on 
Ecumenism, as well as of closely-related themes such as collegiality and the 
shared responsibility, within an ordered unity, of episcopal conferences. 

These conferences and other collegial structures at local and parochial level 
are significant for ecumenism in enhancing the possibilities of 


co-operation. The emphasis placed, both at Vatican II and in this synod, on 
communion (koinonia) as a key to the understanding of the nature of the church 
is important for ecumenism. This communion is created for us, not by us: it 


draws us to the Father in Christ through the Holy Spirit. 


We also share the synod's concerns both for the primacy of repentance and the 
spiritual life, and for justice, peace and the poor. In all these concerns 
the Gospel of Christ speaks powerfully to us today. rievh 


oe eee Notwithstanding doctrinal differences which still exist, some 
questions which were once divisive have come in time to be seen in a different 
perspective, not now as church-dividing questions. We all need to learn how 
to take account of these new insights and act upon them so that the divisions 
of the church may be healed, and also that new difficulties are not created. 
Only part of our divisions has had theological causes, one 


Ecumenism, understood as directed towards the reconciliation of communions or 
churches rather than of individuals, is a process and a growth. The churches 
we represent are at different points. — EPS 


ae 2 v 


oe 
hy ?) . or ane care, 4 .19 


j 4 7 a a : : 
* - ; wu _ n 
eect 
— a ee a. : o 

Soa 


